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Tour participants: Kevin Elsby (leader) with eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Tuesday 26th February 

The group assembled at Gatwick for the 8.30am Titan Air flight to Banjul in the Gambia. We arrived a little 

ahead of time, the flight taking just under 6 hours. It was over 30 degrees Celsius as we got off the aircraft, and 

soon we were through immigration and customs and boarding our bus for the 40 minute transfer to Mandina 

Lodges, our base for the next seven nights. 

 

On arrival, we were warmly greeted by our hostess Linda and her staff and made instantly welcome. The setting 

for the lodges is truly special being in a natural area of forest adjacent to a tributary of the Gambia river. It has its 

own landing jetty as part of the property and really is a tranquil haven. 

 

After a refreshing drink we were shown to our rooms and settled in for our stay. There was just enough time for 

a familiarisation walk around the grounds before sitting down to the first of many superb meals at the al-fresco 

dinging area.  

Day 2 Wednesday 27th February 

Weather – dry and hot but with some hazy sunshine and a brisk breeze.  

We started this morning with a cup of coffee and some biscuits at 7am before meeting our local guides and 

boarding two canoes for a trip down the river which adjoins the property of Mandina. It was a bit breezy still 

but, once settled into our seats on board, we were soon enjoying great views of our first West African species. 

(Our guides were not only very knowledgeable about the birds and other wildlife of the area but they proved to 

be very helpful to the group during our stay including on trips out.) 

 

As we made our way slowly down river, it was a wonderful experience to sit and absorb the sounds of the 

wildlife around us. The first bird we encountered was a Pied Crow. There were several of them around the lodge 

for most of the week. Red-eyed, Vinaceous and Mourning Collared Doves were all visible and calling as we left 

the jetty. Overhead, African Palm Swifts were flying, freshly emerged from their night time roost site and nests in 

the palm trees nearby.  

 

Yellow-billed Kites were very much in evidence in flight and, a little further on, we found a Western Osprey 

perched on a Red Mangrove tree, perhaps one of the increasing British population, spending the winter months 

here in warmer conditions. 

 

An African Darter was also perched prominently and we were able to appreciate the dagger-like beaks these 

birds have which they use to spear their fish prey underwater. A Reed Cormorant flew past as we carried on.  

 

After about 45 minutes, we stopped at a place where the locals prepare harvested oysters for the market and we 

learned about how the meat is sold as food and the shells are used for a wide variety of purposes, including 

decorating the walls of houses.  
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We got out of the canoes and had a short walk, during which we saw single Grey Kestrel and Palm-nut Vulture, 

whilst nearby a Goliath Heron strode majestically along the river bank. Some Guinea Baboons alerted us to their 

presence in the mangroves with loud shrieks and were able to see and photograph some very large individuals, 

some with offspring in their arms.  

 

A few Green Monkeys were also found and photographed.  

 

We had tantalising views of a Blue-breasted Kingfisher which, typically for this family of birds, shot past the 

canoes without giving us a chance to get a shot off. We found our first Senegal Thick-knees in this area. These 

close relatives of the Stone Curlew shared the latter’s large eyes which help them during their active hours of 

darkness. We all enjoyed trying to get good images of these birds, which were a new species for several on the 

trip.  

 

A group of Piapiacs (black, long-tailed birds, reminiscent of Magpies) were searching for morsels on the piles of 

discarded oyster shells, in company of several Hooded Vultures. The stillness was shattered by the noisy 

chastising given by a pair of Spur-winged Lapwings which probably had a nest nearby.  

 

Other birds seen and photographed on our short walk included Yellow-billed Shrike, Lizard Buzzard, Senegal 

Coucal, a very co-operative Fine-spotted Woodpecker, and a Yellow-billed Oxpecker which had decided to use a 

donkey as its animal to ‘work on’ instead of the antelope it may have chosen in East Africa.  

 

Soon it was time to board our canoes again for the trip back upriver to Mandina Lodge. It had been a very 

enjoyable start to the trip and during the quieter parts Kevin was discussing photo techniques with the clients to 

ensure that the best images were obtained.  

 

After a lovely breakfast after our return, there was time to rest for the hotter part of the day or wander at leisure 

through the grounds to see what wildlife was available to photograph.  

 

In early afternoon, Kevin held a workshop, in which many aspects of photography were discussed, ranging from 

how to set up your camera, how to store images, and how to use post processing to best effect. Many clients 

were grateful to hear that RAW setting on the camera gives the ultimate quality from a digital image and were 

happy to change the setting on their cameras accordingly. Kevin was able to offer advice and words of 

encouragement to all the clients throughout the trip. 

 

At 4:30, four of the group boarded a motorised boat for another cruise down river, this time to watch the sunset. 

As part of the trip the boat stopped near a small island which is a roost site for several hundred herons of several 

species and many photographs were taken in good conditions. 

 

Meanwhile the other four in the party went for a walk into the Makasutu forest, adjacent to the lodge. We were 

accompanied by two of the local guides, and a wide variety of birds was seen, each offering a different challenge 

to the photographer. Some in the group were keen on insects and spent time trying to photograph some of the 

butterflies we came across. 
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On the bird front, species we encountered included Violet Turaco, Black Heron, Green Wood-hoopoe, Yellow-

fronted Tinkerbird and Painted Snipe. Kevin was able to offer advice on field craft when approaching our 

subjects, which enables us to get closer to them without disturbing them. We also talked about the importance of 

knowing where the sun was in relation to the bird or mammal, and how to best position ourselves in relation to 

our target species.  

 

A Glossy-backed Drongo perched for us on a piece of dead branch. Several Blue-spotted Wood Doves proved 

easier to photograph. A Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher frequented some water tanks near the entrance to the 

lodge, but it was an extremely shady area. Kevin gave advice about how to increase the ISO setting on the 

camera, how to hold the camera steady while taking the shot and how to deal with excess digital noise during 

post production.  

 

We returned to the lodge for an 8pm dinner, and both groups reported a great day’s photographic experience.  

Day 3 Thursday 28th February 

Weather – dry sunny and very hot. Breezy from the east. 

Today, after an early breakfast, we departed Mandina for a visit to two sites outside the forest. First destination 

was the area around Kartong, near the southern border of Gambia with Senegal. This coastal area is run as a 

nature reserve, under the leadership of Colin Cross. Kevin had worked with Colin over 20 years ago when they 

were ringing birds together in Norfolk. Colin had since emigrated to Gambia and over the years since had 

established Kartong as one of the best birdwatching venues in the country. 

 

We met Colin at his house and he gave us all a potted history of the site, together with some of the mouth- 

watering species he had been able to ring over the years. Among them was a Pink-backed Pelican which had 

‘wandered’ into a mist net! 

 

The site is adjacent to the coast and it consisted of coastal scrub and freshwater ponds. However, due to the 

poor rains recently, all the ponds were dry. Nevertheless, the group then left Colin to walk around the site and 

eventually ended up on a deserted beach. One of the first birds we saw was a Purple Roller which was hawking 

for aerial insects between bouts of perching on a fence. This proved a popular subject for our lenses.  

 

On our way we saw Pink-backed Pelicans, African Swamphen, Rose-ringed Parakeet and another Grey Kestrel. 

There were one or two African Jacanas and soon someone spotted an Abyssinian Roller which, again, proved a 

great species to photograph.  

 

Kevin heard a brief snatch of Willow Warbler song in a nearby bush but it could not be located. A harbinger of 

later in the summer in the UK, hopefully.  

 

A group of a dozen Spur-winged lapwings behaved well for us, whilst a Red-footed Falcon was a little more 

distant, as was a single Woodchat Shrike.  

 

On arriving at the beach, we saw several Western Ospreys – it was difficult to say how many exactly were present 

but at least six. We walked for about a mile, south along the beach. We had fun trying to get good images of a 
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White-fronted Plover which was joined by a Common Ringed Plover. A single Lanner Falcon then put in an 

appearance.  

 

As we got parallel to the end of some bushes on the shore, we found a group of Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters. Bee-

eaters must surely be among the most colourful group of birds in the world, rivalling the hummingbirds. They 

are a favourite of bird watchers and a must for bird photographers. This party of about six birds were perched 

on the top of bushes and were making intermittent sallies to catch flying insects before returning to the same 

bush to stun and kill their prey before eating it. 

 

First priority was for the group to get a ‘record shot’ of the bee eaters. Having achieved that, Kevin explained the 

best way to get not only closer (by actually walking parallel and past the birds to start with) but also to be aware 

of where the sun was and to try and position ourselves with the sun behind our shoulders, to give the best light 

on the birds. Field craft is one of the most important aspects of wildlife photography, and the guests all 

appreciated this advice, particularly when, after this careful approach, the birds remained in the bush and we 

were no more than 10 yards from them. Perfect light and size in the frame. Job done! 

 

Having got excellent images of these birds we then found three Crested Larks on the ground nearby, which were 

the next species to photograph. A close flying Hooded Vulture was next and as we made our way back to the 

bus, a few House Martins and Barn Swallows flew along the coast.  

 

Then Kevin identified a Marabou Stork which was circling on a thermal with a group of Hooded Vultures. This 

is an uncommon bird on the coast in the Gambia, and our guides said it was only the third individual that they 

could remember there. Another subject to record.  

 

Returning to our bus, we then made our way north to have a buffet lunch at a beachside café / restaurant. 

Suitably refreshed we moved a little further along the coast to the village of Tanji which is famous for the fishing 

boats which land their catch there. Whilst being amazed at the human activity to one side of the beach, we were 

also entertained by a constant stream of seabirds, consisting mainly of Caspian and Lesser Crested Terns, some 

Royal Terns and Grey-headed Gulls, all of which were taking advantage of the scraps of fish discarded.  A few 

Western Cattle Egrets were also on the beach helping themselves, and we also had a single Western Yellow 

Wagtail and a White Wagtail here.  

 

Having filled our memory cards capturing all this activity, both human and bird, we called it a day and headed 

back to Mandina, happy with our day’s photography.  

Day 4 Friday 1st March 

Weather – dry, sunny, hot. Breezy. 

We started the day with a walk in the Makasutu forest, after a cup of coffee to get us going. Today was going to 

be remembered as sunbird day and we saw no less than seven species, consisting of Collared, Splendid, Beautiful, 

Mangrove, Pygmy, Variable and Scarlet-chested, all within a half mile radius of the lodge. Most were on a 

flowering tree, feeding on the rich nectar provided by the flowers, while the sunbirds innocently transferred the 

pollen from one flower to another. Sunbirds are hyperactive and it was a real challenge to record them on the 

digital card, but we persevered and some good results were obtained.  
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Other birds seen on the morning walk included a pair of Ahanta Francolins, some Lavender Waxbills, and the 

bird with probably the most bizarre name, Red-cheeked Cordon Bleu. Although we heard them regularly, the 

Yellow-crowned Gonoleks refused to present themselves to the camera which was frustrating for all the group. 

A single Grey-backed Camaroptera put in a brief performance.  

 

At the turning point of our walk we were able to view a Northern White-faced Owl at its day-time roost. Some 

Swallow-tailed Bee Eaters were easier to photograph though. We saw a melanistic Gabar Goshawk, a relative of 

the European Sparrowhawk, which has adapted a similar hunting strategy – flying rapidly through woodland and 

forest, aiming to startle small birds into its path.  

 

After returning to the lodge for a late breakfast, some clients spent some time at the nest of a Golden-tailed 

Woodpecker as it came and went to feed its chicks.  

 

In the afternoon, we all left on two canoes to a landing about a mile upriver. Here, the first bird we saw on 

getting out of the canoes was a superb male Namaqua Dove, one of the loveliest of the dove and pigeon family. 

By carefully approaching the bird and putting the sun behind us, we all got very good images recorded.  

 

A single Bruce’s Green Pigeon flew to a nearby tree and we all enjoyed scope views. A Tawny-flanked Prinia sat 

out on a bush briefly and a Gambian Sun Squirrel appeared at the base of a Palm tree, providing an alternative 

subject for us.  

 

A couple of Senegal Thick-knees were on the river bank as we began our return to the lodge, where, after a short 

while, we were again enjoying our evening meal.  

Day 5 Saturday 2nd March 

Weather – dry, sunny and hot. Less breeze. 

Today we drove to the Lamin rice paddies for a walk around this wetland area. There didn’t appear to have been 

plentiful rains in the country in the last rainy season, and so water birds were concentrated at the few places with 

standing water. Lamin rice paddies was one such place.  

 

We made our way around the maze of trails, trying not to fall off the raised banks, and tread on growing crops 

(which, incidentally, were not restricted to rice, but consisted of other produce such as tomatoes).  

 

If yesterday had been the day of the sunbird, today was well and truly the day of the heron, with no less than 

nine species seen – Western Cattle Egret, Great Egret, Intermediate Egret, Black Heron, Squacco Heron, Little 

Egret, Striated Heron, Little Bittern, Black-headed Heron all being seen at Lamin, in addition to African 

Spoonbill. African Sacred Ibis and Hamerkop were later added at Kotu stream.  

 

At Lamin, we also had sightings and got photos of Green Wood-hoopoe, Senegal Thick-knee, African Jacana 

and Senegal Coucal. A small Black Crake proved more difficult. We were able to get excellent shots of some 

Reed Cormorants resting on a mud bank. Their plumage, when seen close up, is very attractive. 

 

One or two of the Squacco Herons were very prominent, providing excellent photographic opportunities for all.  
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After a couple of hours, we made our way north along the coast, and called at the Kotu stream, one of the most 

famous places for birdwatching in the Gambia. Perched on a narrow bridge, we dodged the traffic on the road, 

whilst enjoying good light to photograph a number of Pink-backed Pelicans which were doing some 

synchronised fishing in the water below us. Pied Kingfishers and Reed Cormorants were other species to 

challenge us, but a sleepy Hamerkop was easier. 

 

Next we headed to the Calypso beach bar and restaurant where, in an ideal setting, we enjoyed a lovely al fresco 

lunch, while watching numerous Caspian Terns coming to drink from the restaurant’s freshwater pool. Half a 

dozen Nile Crocodiles were present in the pool, and whilst waiting for lunch to arrive, and for a time after it had 

been eaten, we shot many images of the activity going on in and around the pool.  

 

Later, we left to have a walk along the stream at Kotu, where we added Little Bee-eater to the seen and 

photographed list. We arrived back at Mandina tired but thrilled with the experience of the day.  

Day 6 Sunday 3rd March 

Weather – hot and sunny.  

We began the day with another walk in the Makasutu Forest before breakfast, where early species seen included 

Common Bulbul and Western Plantain-eater. A juvenile Snowy-capped Robin-chat proved elusive and did not 

co-operate with the camera. A new bird for the trip was a Grey-headed Bristlebill, seen briefly in a tangle of 

bushes before disappearing out of sight. 

 

Further along the track we came across a female Klaas’s Cuckoo which had the shutter buttons in overdrive. She 

then flew off but two males were then found, next to each other on a branch of a tree and these proved very co-

operative and we all got very good images.  

 

Next, a pair of beautiful Violet Turacos were spotted, perched in the top of a tree in perfect light with the sun 

full on them. Although slightly distant they nonetheless were great to see and photograph.  

 

We soon came to an area with cultivation and found a group of perhaps six Northern Red-billed Hornbills which 

were feeding on a termite nest. In among them were a pair of Senegal Coucals and close by were a flock of 

diminutive but beautiful Red-billed Firefinches, the males especially attractive in their red plumage.  

 

Once again, Kevin’s advice about field craft eventually allowed us to get to within 10 yards of the Hornbills and 

Coucals, whilst we were almost standing on the unconcerned Firefinches! 

 

Then we had a fantastic half-hour of wonderful birdwatching and photography. First, a single Pearl-spotted 

Owlet was found by our guides. It was perched out in the open in full sun – not a usual situation in this species - 

and we all took full advantage with our cameras.  

 

Then a group of three Blue-bellied Rollers was spotted on a single branch. While we were photographing them, a 

superb Bearded Barbet was seen in the same tree – all in perfect light with the sun at our backs! A wildlife 

photographer’s dream.  
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We were almost breathless with excitement as we made our way back to the lodge for breakfast. 

 

During the mid-session break in photography, Kevin gave a run-down of suggested settings to use on the 

camera. He also gave advice about software to use for post processing, among other topics, which the clients all 

appreciated.  

 

In the afternoon, the group divided. Four clients had their turn on the sunset cruise whilst the others took a walk 

in the forest to the stream. Both groups saw new birds, and we added Yellow-billed Stork to the list.  

 

It had been another very successful day. 

Day 7 Monday 4th March 

Weather – dry sunny and hot. 

The day began in the customary way, with a hot drink and biscuits, by the pool at 7am. We then boarded the two 

canoes for our last boat trip of the holiday. We made our way downstream to a small village, about a mile from 

the lodge. However, we made a stop almost immediately after leaving the lodge jetty, to get some shots of a very 

confiding male Giant Kingfisher which was perched on one of the floating lodges. The sun had just risen and the 

conditions for photography were perfect. We were all delighted with the resulting shots. As large as a Rook, the 

Giant Kingfisher is the largest kingfisher in the world, and it was a great start to the day.  

 

Arriving at the village, we walked for a very short distance indeed and soon we were enjoying a plethora of birds. 

Many we had already encountered before during the week, but there were still some new birds which we 

managed to find and photograph. Among these were African Grey Woodpecker, Yellow-breasted Apalis and 

Black-crowned Tchagra.  

 

More, by now familiar, birds included Lavender Waxbill, Senegal Parrot, Red-breasted Paradise Flycatcher, 

Village Weaver and Long-tailed Glossy Starling. In addition to this there were numerous Sunbirds feeding in the 

canopy on the nectar of a flowering tree, and these included a new species for us – Western Violet-backed 

Sunbird, as well as Beautiful, Scarlet-chested and Splendid.  

 

We delighted in trying to get good shots of them all and, in the main, succeeded. Sometimes we had to just stop 

the photography to take in the frantic bird activity which seemed to be occurring all around us.  

 

All too soon, we had to make our way upstream to enjoy another al fresco breakfast, and talk about the special 

birds we had seen and photographed this morning.  

 

After a break in the hottest middle part of the day we resumed our photography in the afternoon, and took a 

walk in the forest to a nearby stream. Here, we managed to see and photograph a dozen or so African Wattled 

Lapwings with their outsize yellow legs. They were a little skittish when approached but in the end we each 

managed to secure some shots. At the same area our guides found a single Black Scimitarbill which, although 

nearly impossible to photograph, did at least stay around long enough to be ‘scoped’.  
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The afternoon session was a ‘clean up’ one in some respects, in that guests were asked which species they would 

like to see and / or photograph. African Wattled Plover was one species, and another was African Painted Snipe, 

and these too, though a little distant for the camera, also behaved for the telescope.  

 

We carried on with our walk and found two Violet Turacos – a stand-out bird, with beautiful shades of blue 

plumage and an oversized bill of yellow and red.  

 

We also found a pair of Blue-bellied Rollers, in the same area as the day before. More strangely, a Giant 

Kingfisher was perched on a fence in an allotment where there was only a tiny amount of water, and we puzzled 

why it was there when there was a perfectly serviceable river crammed with fish nearby.  

 

On our way back to the lodge a small Accipter-like species flew ahead of us and gave just enough of a view of its 

distinctive tail, showing three patches of white on either side of it, to confirm it was a Red-thighed Sparrowhawk, 

a rare bird and a real bonus.  

 

It had been another very successful day and even though it was the hottest day of the trip so far, all were pleased 

with the results of their efforts.  

Day 8 Tuesday 5th March 

This morning we took a leisurely stroll through the forest at Mandina. Although we had seen a large variety of 

birds, we still encountered new species for the trip. This came in the form of Guinea Turaco and African Pygmy 

Kingfisher.  

 

Unfortunately, the Turaco was only seen well by one client as it flew over, and, by chance, the Pygmy Kingfisher 

was only seen well, in the telescope, by one of the group, before it flew off and was lost to sight. By a quirk of 

fate, it was the same member of our party who saw both species.  

 

However, we enjoyed the birds we saw otherwise and more last minute photographs were secured. After 

returning to the lodge for a late breakfast, it was time to pack our belongings for the journey to the airport for 

our afternoon flight home to Gatwick.  

Summary 

This had been a fantastic week of bird and wildlife photography, during which we had recorded over 160 species 

of birds, and seen much of what this West African country can offer the nature photographer. For most of the 

group, the main interest was bird photography, but mammals, plants and insects were not neglected and we 

recorded and photographed a selection of these groups.  

 

We had enjoyed our walks in the Makasutu forest, and the trips to Tanji, Lamin rice fields and Kartong. This had 

given us a good insight into the wildlife to be found here.  
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We had enjoyed a peaceful relaxing time in our lodge, with an excellent hostess and staff and enjoyed some 

delicious food. In addition to that, we had wildlife guides who were excellent. They had a superb knowledge of 

the local wildlife and helped make sure that all the guests achieved the photography results they wanted. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater 
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      February/March 

  Common name Scientific name 26 27 28 1 2 3 4 5 

1 Stone Partridge  Ptilopachus petrosus       ✓     ✓   

2 Double-spurred Francolin  Pternistis bicalcaratus       ✓   ✓ ✓   

3 Ahanta Francolin Francolinus ahantensis       ✓   ✓     

4 White-faced Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna viduata   ✓       ✓     

5 Yellow-billed Stork  Mycteria ibis           ✓     

6 African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

7 Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus         ✓       

8 Striated Heron  Butorides striata       ✓ ✓ ✓     

9 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

10 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

11 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

12 Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala   ✓     ✓       

13 Goliath Heron  Ardea goliath   ✓       ✓     

14 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea   ✓         ✓   

15 Great Egret  Ardea alba ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

16 Intermediate Egret  Egretta intermedia         ✓       

17 Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca   ✓     ✓       

18 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta         ✓   ✓   

19 Western Reef Heron  Egretta gularis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

20 Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta   ✓ ✓   ✓       

21 Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens     ✓   ✓ ✓     

22 Reed Cormorant  Microcarbo africanus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

23 White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

24 African Darter  Anhinga rufa ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

25 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus   ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

26 Black Kite  Milvus migrans   ✓             

27 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

28 Palm-nut Vulture  Gypohierax angolensis   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

29 Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

30 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus   ✓   ✓         

31 African Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides typus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

32 Gabar Goshawk  Micronisus gabar       ✓         

33 Shikra  Accipiter badius   ✓     ✓       

34 Lizard Buzzard  Kaupifalco monogrammicus   ✓   ✓ ✓       

35 Long-crested Eagle  Lophaetus occipitalis       ✓   ✓     

36 Grey Kestrel  Falco ardosiaceus   ✓ ✓   ✓       

37 Red-necked Falcon  Falco chicquera     ✓ ✓         

38 Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus     ✓           

39 Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostra         ✓ ✓ ✓   

40 African Purple Swamphen  Porphyrio madagascariensis     ✓           

41 Senegal Thick-Knee  Burhinus senegalensis ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓       

42 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus         ✓       

43 Spur-winged Lapwing  Vanellus spinosus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

44 African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus           ✓ ✓   

45 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

46 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula     ✓           

47 White-fronted Plover  Charadrius marginatus     ✓           
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      February/March 

  Common name Scientific name 26 27 28 1 2 3 4 5 

48 Greater Painted Snipe  Rostratula benghalensis   ✓       ✓ ✓   

49 African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

50 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

51 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata     ✓           

52 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

53 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

54 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus         ✓       

55 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

56 Slender-billed Gull  Chroicocephalus genei     ✓   ✓       

57 Grey-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus     ✓   ✓       

58 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus     ✓   ✓       

59 Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica             ✓   

60 Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

61 Lesser Crested Tern  Thalasseus bengalensis     ✓           

62 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis         ✓ ✓     

63 Little Tern  Sternula albifrons     ✓           

64 Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

65 Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

66 Mourning Collared Dove  Streptopelia decipiens ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

67 Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

68 Vinaceous Dove  Streptopelia vinacea   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

69 Black-billed Wood Dove  Turtur abyssinicus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

70 Blue-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur afer ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ 

71 Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis       ✓         

72 Bruce's Green Pigeon  Treron waalia       ✓         

73 Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

74 Senegal Parrot  Poicephalus senegalus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

75 Guinea Turaco  Tauraco persa               ✓ 

76 Violet Turaco  Musophaga violacea   ✓       ✓ ✓   

77 Western Plantain-Eater  Crinifer piscator ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

78 Senegal Coucal  Centropus senegalensis   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

79 Klaas's Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx klaas   ✓   ✓   ✓     

80 Northern White-faced Owl  Ptilopsis leucotis       ✓       ✓ 

81 Pearl-spotted Owlet  Glaucidium perlatum           ✓     

82 African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

83 Little Swift  Apus affinis     ✓   ✓       

84 Purple Roller/Rufous-crowned Roller  Coracias naevius     ✓           

85 Abyssinian Roller  Coracias abyssinicus     ✓   ✓ ✓     

86 Blue-bellied Roller  Coracias cyanogaster   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

87 Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus glaucurus         ✓       

88 Blue-breasted Kingfisher  Halcyon malimbica ✓     ✓         

89 African Pygmy Kingfisher  Ispidina picta               ✓ 

90 Shining-blue Kingfisher  Alcedo quadribrachys   ✓             

91 Giant Kingfisher  Megaceryle maxima   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

92 Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

93 Swallow-tailed Bee-Eater  Merops hirundineus       ✓   ✓ ✓   

94 Little Bee-Eater  Merops pusillus         ✓   ✓   

95 White-throated Bee-Eater  Merops albicollis ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

96 Blue-cheeked Bee-Eater  Merops persicus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

97 Green Wood Hoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus   ✓     ✓       

98 Black Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus aterrimus             ✓   
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      February/March 

  Common name Scientific name 26 27 28 1 2 3 4 5 

99 African Grey Hornbill  Tockus nasutus ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

100 Western Red-billed Hornbill  Tockus kempi ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

101 Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus chrysoconus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     

102 Bearded Barbet  Lybius dubius   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

103 Spotted Honeyguide Indicator maculatus       ✓         

104 Greater Honeyguide  Indicator indicator ✓ ✓       ✓     

105 Fine-spotted Woodpecker  Campethera punctuligera   ✓             

106 Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

107 African Grey Woodpecker  Dendropicos goertae             ✓   

108 Brown-throated Wattle-Eye  Platysteira cyanea   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

109 Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegalus             ✓ ✓ 

110 Northern Puffback  Dryoscopus gambensis           ✓ ✓ ✓ 

111 Yellow-crowned Gonolek  Laniarius barbarus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

112 Yellow-billed Shrike  Corvinella corvina   ✓       ✓     

113 Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator     ✓           

114 Glossy-backed Drongo Dicrurus divaricatus   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

115 Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone rufiventer ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

116 African Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone viridis   ✓         ✓   

117 Piapiac  Ptilostomus afer   ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   

118 Pied Crow  Corvus albus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

119 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata     ✓           

120 Common Bulbul  Pycnonotus barbatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

121 Little Greenbul  Eurillas virens   ✓             

122 Grey-headed Bristlebill Bleda canicapillus           ✓     

123 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia     ✓           

124 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

125 Red-chested Swallow  Hirundo lucida     ✓       ✓   

126 Pied-winged Swallow  Hirundo leucosoma ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

127 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum     ✓   ✓       

128 Northern Crombec  Sylvietta brachyura       ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

129 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus     ✓           

130 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis         ✓       

131 Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava   ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓ 

132 Yellow-breasted Apalis  Apalis flavida             ✓   

133 Grey-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brevicaudata       ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

134 Blackcap Babbler  Turdoides reinwardtii   ✓             

135 Brown Babbler  Turdoides plebejus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

136 Greater Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chalybaeus         ✓ ✓ ✓   

137 Purple Starling  Lamprotornis purpureus ✓ ✓         ✓   

138 Long-tailed Glossy Starling  Lamprotornis caudatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

139 Yellow-billed Oxpecker  Buphagus africanus   ✓ ✓           

140 African Thrush  Turdus pelios ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

141 Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha niveicapilla       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

142 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus               ✓ 

143 Northern Black Flycatcher  Melaenornis edolioides         ✓   ✓   

144 Mangrove Sunbird  Anthreptes gabonicus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

145 Western Violet-backed Sunbird  Anthreptes longuemarei             ✓ ✓ 

146 Collared Sunbird  Hedydipna collaris       ✓         

147 Green-headed Sunbird  Cyanomitra verticalis   ✓             

148 Pygmy Sunbird Hedydipna platura       ✓   ✓ ✓   

149 Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis       ✓     ✓ ✓ 
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  Common name Scientific name 26 27 28 1 2 3 4 5 

150 Beautiful Sunbird  Cinnyris pulchellus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

151 Splendid Sunbird  Cinnyris coccinigastrus   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

152 Variable Sunbird  Cinnyris venustus       ✓       ✓ 

153 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus     ✓           

154 Northern Grey-headed Sparrow  Passer griseus       ✓         

155 White-billed Buffalo Weaver  Bubalornis albirostris   ✓     ✓ ✓     

156 Little Weaver  Ploceus luteolus             ✓ ✓ 

157 Black-necked Weaver  Ploceus nigricollis       ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

158 Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

159 Black-winged Red Bishop  Euplectes hordeaceus       ✓         

160 Northern Red Bishop  Euplectes franciscanus       ✓         

161 Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

162 Red-cheeked Cordon-Bleu  Uraeginthus bengalus   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

163 Lavender Waxbill  Estrilda caerulescens       ✓     ✓ ✓ 

164 Bronze Mannikin  Lonchura cucullata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

165 Pin-tailed Whydah  Vidua macroura       ✓   ✓ ✓   

166 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava     ✓           

167 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba     ✓           

168 Yellow-fronted Canary  Crithagra mozambica   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

169 Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumenifera     ✓           

170 Red-thighed Sparrowhawk Accipter erythropus             ✓   

171 Splendid Glossy Starling Lamprotornis splendidus ✓               

Mammals                   

1 Guinea Baboon Papio papio   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

2 Green Vervet/Callithrix Monkey Chlorocebus sabaeus   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

3 Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomophorus gambianus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

4 Striped Ground Squirrel Xerus erythropus       ✓         

5 Gambian Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus gambianus       ✓ ✓   ✓   

Butterflies                   

1 Citrus Swallowtail Papilio demodocus             ✓   

2 Small Grass Yellow Eurema brigatta         ✓   ✓   

3 Common Grass Yellow Eurema hecabe                 

4 African Emigrant Catopsilia florella         ✓ ✓     

5 Common Dotted Border Mylothris chloris             ✓   

6 Caper White Belenois aurota         ✓       

7 African Tiger Danaus chrysippus   ✓ ✓   ✓       

8 Pearl Charaxes Charaxes varanes   ✓             

9 Darker Commodore Precis antilope           ✓     

Other Taxa                   

1 West African Mangrove Oyster Crassostrea tulipa ✓ ✓             

2 Antlion Myrmeleon sp.    ✓             

3 West African Fiddler Crab Uca tangeri   ✓             

Reptiles                   

1 Agama Lizard Agama agama ✓           ✓   

2 Nile Crocodile     ✓     ✓ ✓     
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Fish                   

1 Atlantic Mudskipper Periophthalmus papillo ✓ ✓             

2 Guinean Tilapia Tilapia guineensis       ✓         

Plants of note                   

1 Blue Pussyleaf/Rice Farm Grass Nelsonia canescens           ✓     

2 Cashew Tree Anacardium occidentale   ✓       ✓     

3 Mango Mngifera indica         ✓       

4 African Locust Bean Tree Parkia biglobosa   ✓             

5 Baobab  Adansia digitata   ✓             

6 Red Mangrove Rhizophora mangle   ✓             

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Palm-nut Vulture 

Pearl-spotted Owlet 


