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Tour Participants: Kevin Elsby (Leader) with seven Naturetrek clients. 

Introduction 

This proved to be another highly successful photographic tour to this West African country. Once again, we 
were greeted by very friendly staff and expert local guides. We had very good weather for the whole week, which 
included temperatures up as high as 42 degrees Celsius. Nights were cooler.  

Our walks and canoe rides locally were excellent and we had two very enjoyable excursions to the coastal area of 
Gambia.  

We saw over 160 species of birds during our stay and all guests were pleased with the trip as a whole and the 
wonderful opportunities for wildlife photography.  

In addition there was a supporting cast of mammals and reptiles as well as insects to photograph, as well as the 
colourful culture which makes a trip to the Gambia such a memorable experience.  

Day 1 Friday 21st February 

The group met up at Gatwick airport and we left on our Titan Airways flight, direct to Banjul. We left about 30 
minutes late and arrived 6 hours later. One of the benefits of a trip to Gambia is that there is no time zone 
change from UK time. Hence it was about 4:30 pm when we landed in Banjul. The contrast in the temperature 
between that which we had left behind in the UK and what greeted us on the tarmac at Banjul was striking – it 
was over 30 degrees Celsius on arrival.  

It was a relatively painless process to get our bags from the conveyor belt, then change our money at the airport 
into local currency, before boarding our air-conditioned coach for the 45 minute drive to Mandina Lodge, set in 
stunning scenery in the Makasutu forest.  

Linda, our hostess, met us on arrival and we were soon installed into our accommodation before we met up 
again to enjoy our evening meal, served alfresco in a lovely setting, adjacent to the lodge swimming pool.  

We were entertained by a good number of Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bats which roost and have a nursery in one 
of the thatched conical towers near the dining area.  

After our long day, it was soon to bed for a rest in preparation for an early start tomorrow.  

Day 2 Saturday 22nd February 

We met at the dining area for 7am for a coffee/tea before meeting our excellent local guides and boarding our 
canoes for the first of our river trips. The jetty is adjacent to the dining area and we were all soon on board the 
two canoes, which were paddled by our three guides.  

We journeyed down river on a falling tide, and saw a variety of wildlife along the way. Mangrove forests line the 
river banks here, and we were able to see many oysters which cling to the roots on these trees, and which 
become exposed at low tide. We enjoyed good views of the Guinea Baboons which were still in their roost trees 
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in the mangroves. Birds along the way included Whimbrel, Redshank, Common Sandpiper and a fine Western 
Osprey – all familiar birds to many of us in the UK.  

As we carried on our way, other more African species were encountered, including Reed (a.k.a. Long-tailed) 
Cormorant, Hooded Vulture, Pied Crow and Swallow-tailed Bee Eater. A Pied Kingfisher flew past and a distant 
Blue-breasted Kingfisher was sighted.  

After about 40 minutes, we arrived at a place where local women haul out the oysters they have collected from 
the mangroves and where they cook them to release the meat and store the empty shells. It was fascinating to 
watch.  

We then had a most enjoyable walk in the vicinity where a good range of birds was seen. The list included 
Senegal Parrot, Rose-ringed Parakeet, three Hornbill species – African Pied, African Grey and Western Red-
billed. A Blue-breasted Roller was found as were a couple of Bearded Barbets, and at least four Violet Turacos, 
showing well in the lovely early morning light. By now camera shutters were working rapidly as clients captured 
all these species in their lenses. Spur-winged Plover and Senegal Thick-knee were added to the wader list. Several 
Piapiacs were rummaging through the heaps of oyster shells for morsels. A number of dove species were seen 
including Violaceous, Red-eyed and Laughing Dove. A single Squacco Heron was picked out in a field with 
several Western Cattle Egrets.  

Other highlights here included a spectacular Bearded Barbet, a pair of Senegal Parrots at their nest hole in a huge 
Baobab tree, a lovely male Beautiful Sunbird and an African Grey Woodpecker.  

After an hour or so we ambled our way back to our canoes for the ride back to camp where breakfast was 
awaiting us.  

It was getting progressively hotter and after our late breakfast, clients spent some ‘down time’ either sitting in the 
shade or making good use of the refreshing lodge swimming pool. Temperatures were 35 degrees Celsius today 
in the shade.  

Before we left for an afternoon excursion into the adjacent Makasutu forest, several of the group took the 
opportunity to photograph some of the lovely bird life of the lodge itself. A colony of Village Weavers were busy 
on an island in the swimming pool – males making their impressive nests with which to tempt a female for a 
mate. A group of White-throated Bee Eaters and a single Pied Kingfisher chose to briefly share the swimming 
pool with some clients – using the water as a drink. 

Other birds photographed included a Whimbrel (eating one of the numerous Fiddler Crabs present on the mud 
of the river). 

At 4:30 we set off on our slow walk. We ended up at a small stream and mudflat. New birds included Tawny-
flanked Prinia and two retiring Greater Painted Snipes which gave us acceptable photo opportunities. A distant 
Grey Kestrel in a Baobab was silhouetted against the afternoon sun. A Common Redstart put in an appearance 
and we encountered some more African Pied Hornbills which posed nicely for the camera.  

We got back to the lodge at about 7pm, in time for a quick shower before dinner. It had been a really enjoyable 
day in spite of the heat and most of the group were happy with their photographic results.  

Day 3 Sunday 23rd February 
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The day dawned cloudy – which was good in the sense that it helped keep the temperature down, and also gave 
us better light for photography. Direct sunlight is harsh and can be hard to deal with whereas cloudy skies gives 
soft light which reveals more of the plumage of birds and animals.  

Leaving the lodge at 8:30, we travelled by air-conditioned coach to our first stop, Lamin rice fields. Here we 
walked along the banks around the numerous crops being grown, stepping carefully so as not to fall, nor damage 
the handy work of industrious locals.  

We had a very successful visit with wonderful photo opportunities for herons including Squacco, Black (which 
was fishing in its unique way with its wings spread over its head, giving it an alternative name of umbrella bird), 
African Spoonbill, Intermediate Egret, Little Egret and Western Cattle Egret. 

A noisy group of Green Wood Hoopoes betrayed their presence, while an adult Palm-nut Vulture flew overhead. 
Several African Jacanas were present and we noticed their outsize feet which enable them to spread their weight 
and walk on floating vegetation. A diminutive Black Crake was less co-operative as it skulled in thick vegetation.  

Reasonable views of a Lizard Buzzard were had, as well as excellent views of Reed Cormorant and Senegal 
Coucal.  

A variety of other species were seen and a great deal of images were taken by the group. After an hour and a half, 
we moved on to the famous Kotu bridge.  We had to negotiate our way through the Gambian marathon which 
was taking place just then. On our arrival at Kotu,  the tide was a bit higher that we wanted on our arrival so we 
spent an hour in the area, during which time we ticked off and photographed Pink-backed Pelican, Senegal 
Thick-knee, Anhinga, Wire-tailed Swallow and some incredibly confiding Red-billed Firefinches and Red-
cheeked Cordon-bleus.  

We then carried on to the Calypso restaurant, situated in an ideal setting on the beach, just at the mouth of the 
Gambia river. We enjoyed a delicious alfresco meal here, and were thoroughly entertained both before and after 
the meal by two or three pairs of Pied Kingfishers – which were successful on their fishing forays, a Reed 
Cormorant which was similarly successful, Green and Common Sandpiper, Little and Blue-cheeked Bee Eaters 
and Grey and Purple Herons. As if that wasn’t enough, the pool in the grounds of the hotel proved popular to 
several Caspian Terns which came in and drank some of its fresh water. Taking shots of this was both 
challenging and great fun and we all had a super time trying.  

In the same pool we counted no less than nine West African Crocodiles which lazed at the edges of the pool. 
Two small Monitor Lizards and a male Agama Lizard added to the reptile list.  

We eventually moved on, calling once more at Kotu, and we were able to add Fork-tailed Drongo and African 
Grey Woodpecker to today’s list, together with some Little Ringed Plovers, Grey Plover, Darter and a very shy 
Snowy-crowned Robin Chat.  

We then headed back to Mandina, arriving about 6pm, having had a tiring but exciting day in the field with our 
cameras.  

Day 4 Monday 24th February 

We began this morning with a very enjoyable walk in the Makasutu forest. Walking out of the main gate to the 
lodge we found several Beautiful Sunbirds feeding on nectar on a flowering tree. Moving on from there we 
encountered doves of several species - Blue-fronted Wood Dove, Laughing Dove, Vinaceous Dove and African 
Mourning Dove were all seen.  
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As we continued our walk, other bird species were encountered. Some, such as Hooded Vulture and Yellow-
billed Kites, were now familiar. However we also saw a single Western Marsh Harrier – perhaps an individual 
which had spent the northern winter here, before returning to the UK to breed? 

Western Plantain Eater (which doesn’t eat plantain!), Village Weaver and Red-cheeked Cordon Bleu all put in an 
appearance. Then we found a pair of the very attractive Namaqua Doves to add to the list. Nearby we had our 
usual frustrating encounter with Yellow-crowned Gonolek. Then, an African Golden Oriole was spotted in the 
top of a tree, next to a Grey Hornbill. 

We carried on and eventually found a flock of Pin-tailed Whydahs – all in non-breeding plumage, alas, feeding 
on seeds on the ground. At the same site, a single Greater Honeyguide showed all too briefly.  

Eventually, we came to a line of trees in which a single White-faced Owl was roosting and we all had fun and 
games trying to photograph the bird. It was a real challenge as it was about 25 feet above our heads. This is 
where a good knowledge of photography came in handy as we had to adjust our camera settings correctly in 
order to end up with an acceptable image. The owl was sleeping but occasionally looked down at us, rather 
nonchalantly and somewhat indignant at our presence. 

By now the morning was warming up and the sun broke through the early cloud. We decided it was time to 
return to the lodge for breakfast.  

In the middle of the day, Kevin gave a well-received talk on post processing, encouraging the clients to try and 
achieve the best results from processing their images. Among the topics discussed was Photoshop, Lightroom, 
Neat Image and Topaz Denoise. Kevin demonstrated these programmes on his laptop which enabled clients to 
see exactly how he processes his own images. Composition and other issues were also included.  

The middle of the day was very hot but by 4:30 it was cool enough to board the two canoes for another trip on 
the river. We arrived at another spot along the river where we got out and had a walk in the local area. This time 
we saw several birds new for the trip including Bruce’s and African Green Pigeons. We had excellent views of a 
very colourful Blue-bellied Roller and a Hooded Vulture nest with a chick also proved entertaining. However, in 
spite of much searching and imitating of the call, we were unable to locate a Pearl-spotted Owlet.  

The canoe trip itself was very relaxing and we returned to the lodge in time to freshen up before dinner.  

Day 5                                                                 Tuesday 25th February 

For this morning’s excursion we took a canoe ride upstream for about a mile and a half, arriving at a 
smallholding where several villagers were attending to crops in a rice paddy.   

As we left our lodge, two of the world’s largest kingfishers, Giant Kingfisher, decided to land on some of the 
metalwork of the buildings of the lodge itself. The size of a Rook, we were not going to miss these birds. And 
then, shortly after leaving the jetty, a Malachite Kingfisher was spotted. This proved harder to photograph 
however. 

As we approached our landing point, a superb Blue-breasted Kingfisher was sighted, and behaved remarkably 
well, staying put as we all got excellent views and photographs of this sought-after species.  

We soon got to work with the birds, and immediately upon alighting from canoes saw three adult male Namaqua 
Doves perched in the open in a tree nearby. After we had taken our images we moved on to photograph a Black-
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headed Heron which was standing proud at the top of another nearby tree. A couple of Hammerkops were busy 
looking for morsels in the piles of soil scattered about the site, and a pair of Spur-winged Lapwings were 
behaving noisily on the adjacent line of the low tide. Some Western Plantain-eaters were also very much in 
evidence and just as noisy at times. We photographed all of these, whilst walking through the area of the rice 
fields. 

It was fascinating to watch the locals at their work, and was a bonus to our day, to experience this aspect of 
Gambian culture. By now, the tide was very much rising, and we decided that it was sensible to return to the 
lodge, which gave our guides the hard work of travelling both canoes. The clients were divided into two different 
canoes, and one of parties got great views and photographs of a Yellow-crowned Gonalek, hidden in the 
mangroves. This is not only one of the most beautiful birds of the Gambia, but also one of the most shy so it 
was a real treat to get this experience. 

We arrived in time for our late breakfast, and because by now the day was hotting up we spent the middle of the 
day resting and trying to keep cool.  

The afternoon trip was a walk in the nearby forest again, this time going different route. Birds on this trip 
included great views of a Bearded Barbet (which was seen to be panting to try and cool off in the very hot 
weather), a very brief glimpse of a male Red-shouldered Cuckooshrike as well as a couple of Piapiacs. 

At one point Kevin became aware of the group of different species of birds in a small area which were clearly 
mobbing something. On further examination, it proved to be a beautiful snake. Approximately 1.2 m long and 
about 3 cm wide, it was pale green above and darker green below and looked a little bit like a colourful hosepipe! 
Naturally, we did not get too close, but because of our telephoto lenses we were able to get very good photos 
from safe distance. The snake didn’t move far, and indeed was still in the same place more or less as we made 
our way back to our lodge for our evening meal. 

We did also enjoy a spectacular flyover by an adult Palm-nut Vulture. Several of the group managed to get 
excellent shots of this bird is it disappeared over the treetops. 

Day 6                                                            Wednesday 26th February 

We had our second excursion of the holiday today, starting initially at Kartong which is located close to the 
southern border of the Gambia with Senegal. It is on the coast, and it is the site of an intensive research project 
looking at the migration of birds which winter in Africa and summer in more northern climes. We met up with 
the leader of the organisation running this project, Colin Cross, who told us about the project. Sadly he described 
that the area of the reserve is being encroached upon by locals, and the quality of the habitat is declining year-on-
year. 

We then proceeded to walk around part of the area, and had excellent views of at least two Abyssinian Rollers. A 
couple of African Harrier-hawks appeared. A female Greater Painted Snipe was spotted, and this was in the 
company of a Green Sandpiper and Common Sandpiper, and shortly thereafter a diminutive Black Crake put in a 
brief appearance. Some of the group also got good views of an African Purple Swamphen. 

We then rejoined our minibus a little further down the road and drove to the beach where we took the 
opportunity to have a refreshing drink before making our way along the beach, it being over 40°C and there was 
no shade on the beach. 

We had two main targets to see you here, firstly a White-fronted Plover, and secondly a Northern Carmine Bee-
eater. We spotted the Plover in short order, and soon Kevin also managed to find the Bee-eater. This bird 
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perched at the top of nearby small tree and all members of the group managed to get photos of this simply 
gorgeous species. Everyone was pleased with this bird, and it’s not an easy species to find anywhere in the 
Gambia at any time. Supporting birds included excellent views and photographs of Western Osprey, several 
individuals of which were fishing both at sea and also in a small lagoon. 

An enormous grasshopper/locust was found lurking in the grass, and Kevin relocated it for everyone to get 
photos of it. It was approximately five inches long, and from its dimensions it was quite easy to understand how 
billions of these insects can devastate crops for miles around. 

It was really getting hot now, and we were grateful to have the opportunity for yet a further drink once we 
returned to the area where we had left the van. By now it was lunchtime and we drove north up the coast to have 
a lunch stop on the beach. 

 

After this, we moved to Tanji, a community devoted to fishing. We walked on the beach, where fishing boats 
were hauled up out of the sea, and were able to find a variety of wading birds on the tideline including Bar-tailed 
Godwit, Ruddy Turnstone, Sanderling, Common Greenshank, and Common Ringed Plover, as well as Grey-
headed Gull. We took every opportunity to get shots of these birds before eventually deciding it really was too 
hot to continue and returned to our lodge. 

Day 7                                                                Thursday 27th February 

We took a pre-breakfast walk in the forest this morning. We went to an area of mudflats that we had previously 
visited earlier in the trip. There was a host of birds which caught our attention as we made our way there. A 
variety of sunbirds, including Scarlet-chested, Beautiful and Variable were present in good numbers, feeding on 
the nectar of flowering trees. We found a female Klaas’s Cuckoo perched in a good spot for photography. In the 
same area, we found our first Fanti Saw-wing and nearby there was beautiful Swallow-tailed Bee Eater 
prominently sitting on an exposed perch. 

A couple of Violet Turacos came into view, and soon after that, a Hoopoe landed on the track in front of us, and 
with careful approach all clients manage to get some shots of this charismatic bird. It was on the ground with a 
couple of Western Red-billed Hornbills. 

Arriving at the mudflat area, we spotted a couple of Squacco Herons, as well as a number of doves bathing and 
drinking in a stream. We crossed the stream, and entered an area of agriculture. Here, we had great views of three 
Yellow-billed Shrikes which posed well for the cameras. And then, two Senegal Parrots were spotted in a nest 
hole in a dead tree. This provided a lot of entertainment as we tried to capture their antics 

A group of Western Cattle Egrets were, appropriately enough, feeding near a herd of cattle in the fields, and we 
took full advantage of this photographic opportunity. 

By now it was approaching 10.30 and we needed to head back for our breakfast. It was also getting hot again, 
with the temperature peaking at 40°C. We therefore sensibly spent the afternoon relaxing, or bathing in the 
swimming pool at the lodge. Later, leaving at approximately 5pm, we all went on a motorised launch for a lovely 
sunset cruise. We motored as far as the wide river mouth of the River Gambia, and en route stopped to 
photograph one of the worlds largest herons, the Goliath Heron, as it sought prey by walking along the exposed 
mud. We also had excellent photo opportunities of a Western Osprey which flew out from the mangroves 
carrying a partially consumed fish. 
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After spending some time at the river mouth, we returned to head back towards the lodge, and on our way had 
great views of an adult and a juvenile Palm-nut Vulture; both individuals were duly recorded for posterity. As the 
sun was setting, we arrived at our final destination, the communal roost of several hundred herons of different 
species, as well as African Darters and Reed Cormorants. It was a fitting end to a lovely day. 

Day 8                                                                     Friday 28th February 

We had a relaxing final morning today before our flight back to Gatwick. Some clients decided to visit the 
Makasutu Cultural Forest centre where they were able to buy some local craft souvenirs to take home. Others 
chose to spend the last morning doing some further photography in the grounds of the lodge as well as cooling 
off in the swimming pool.  

We departed at 2pm for our flight home, arriving at Gatwick just before midnight. 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓= recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      February 2020 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

1 Stone Partridge  Ptilopachus petrosus ✓             

2 Double-spurred Francolin  Pternistis bicalcaratus   ✓ ✓   ✓     

3 Yellow-billed Stork  Mycteria ibis   ✓           

4 African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   

5 Striated Heron  Butorides striata   ✓       ✓   

6 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

7 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

8 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   ✓ ✓     ✓   

9 Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala ✓ ✓   ✓       

10 Goliath Heron  Ardea goliath           ✓   

11 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea   ✓ ✓         

12 Great Egret  Ardea alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

13 Intermediate Egret  Egretta intermedia   ✓           

14 Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca   ✓           

15 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta   ✓           

16 Western Reef Heron  Egretta gularis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

17 Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta   ✓   ✓ ✓     

18 Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens   ✓     ✓     

19 Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus         ✓     

20 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo         ✓     

21 Reed Cormorant  Microcarbo africanus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

22 African Darter  Anhinga rufa   ✓   ✓   ✓   

23 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus ✓       ✓ ✓   

24 Black Kite  Milvus migrans           ✓   

25 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

26 Palm-nut Vulture  Gypohierax angolensis   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

27 Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

28 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus     ✓     ✓ ✓ 

29 African Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides typus ✓       ✓ ✓   

30 Shikra  Accipiter badius ✓ ✓           

31 Lizard Buzzard  Kaupifalco monogrammicus   ✓           

32 Grey Kestrel  Falco ardosiaceus ✓             

33 Red-necked Falcon  Falco chicquera   ✓           

34 Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus         ✓     

35 Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostra   ✓     ✓ ✓   

36 African Purple Swamphen  Porphyrio madagascariensis         ✓     

37 Senegal Thick-Knee  Burhinus senegalensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

38 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus   ✓           

39 Spur-winged Lapwing  Vanellus spinosus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

40 African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus   ✓ ✓   ✓     

41 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola   ✓   ✓       

42 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula         ✓     

43 White-fronted Plover  Charadrius marginatus         ✓     

44 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius   ✓           

45 Greater Painted Snipe  Rostratula benghalensis ✓       ✓     

46 African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus   ✓           

47 Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica         ✓     
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48 Eurasian Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

49 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

50 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

51 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus   ✓     ✓     

52 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

53 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres         ✓     

54 Grey-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus   ✓     ✓     

55 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus         ✓     

56 Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia   ✓     ✓ ✓   

57 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis   ✓     ✓ ✓   

58 Little Tern  Sternula albifrons   ✓           

59 Rock Dove  Columba livia   ✓           

60 Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

61 Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

62 Mourning Collared Dove  Streptopelia decipiens ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

63 Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

64 Vinaceous Dove  Streptopelia vinacea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

65 Black-billed Wood Dove  Turtur abyssinicus     ✓         

66 Blue-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur afer ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

67 Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

68 Bruce's Green Pigeon  Treron waalia     ✓         

69 African Green Pigeon  Treron calvus     ✓     ✓   

70 Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

71 Senegal Parrot  Poicephalus senegalus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

72 Violet Turaco  Musophaga violacea ✓     ✓   ✓   

73 Western Plantain-Eater  Crinifer piscator ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

74 Senegal Coucal  Centropus senegalensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

75 Klaas's Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx klaas ✓     ✓   ✓   

76 Northern White-faced Owl  Ptilopsis leucotis     ✓       ✓ 

77 Mottled Spinetail  Telacanthura ussheri ✓   ✓ ✓       

78 African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

79 Purple Roller/Rufous-crowned Roller  Coracias naevius   ✓           

80 Abyssinian Roller  Coracias abyssinicus   ✓     ✓     

81 Blue-bellied Roller  Coracias cyanogaster ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

82 European Roller  Coracius garrulus         ✓     

83 Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus glaucurus   ✓           

84 Blue-breasted Kingfisher  Halcyon malimbica ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ 

85 Malachite Kingfisher  Corythornis cristatus     ✓ ✓       

86 Shining-blue Kingfisher  Alcedo quadribrachys       ✓     ✓ 

87 Giant Kingfisher  Megaceryle maxima       ✓   ✓   

88 Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

89 Swallow-tailed Bee-Eater  Merops hirundineus ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   

90 Little Bee-Eater  Merops pusillus ✓ ✓   ✓       

91 White-throated Bee-Eater  Merops albicollis ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

92 Blue-cheeked Bee-Eater  Merops persicus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

93 Northern Carmine Bee Eater Merops nubicus         ✓     

94 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops           ✓   

95 Green Wood Hoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus   ✓           

96 African Pied Hornbill  Tockus fasciatus ✓     ✓       

97 African Grey Hornbill  Tockus nasutus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

98 Western Red-billed Hornbill  Tockus kempi ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

99 Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus chrysoconus ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ 

100 Bearded Barbet  Lybius dubius ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓ 
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101 Greater Honeyguide  Indicator indicator     ✓         

102 African Grey Woodpecker  Dendropicos goertae ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

103 Brown-throated Wattle-Eye  Platysteira cyanea ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

104 Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegalus             ✓ 

105 Yellow-crowned Gonolek  Laniarius barbarus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

106 Red-shouldered Cuckooshrike  Campephaga phoenicea       ✓     ✓ 

107 Yellow-billed Shrike  Corvinella corvina   ✓       ✓   

108 African Golden Oriole  Oriolus auratus     ✓     ✓ ✓ 

109 Fork-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus adsimilis   ✓           

110 Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone rufiventer ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   

111 Piapiac  Ptilostomus afer ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   

112 Pied Crow  Corvus albus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

113 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata         ✓     

114 Common Bulbul  Pycnonotus barbatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

115 Grey-headed Bristlebill Bleda canicapillus             ✓ 

116 Fanti Saw-Wing  Psalidoprocne obscura           ✓   

117 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

118 Wire-tailed Swallow  Hirundo smithii   ✓           

119 Pied-winged Swallow  Hirundo leucosoma           ✓   

120 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita     ✓         

121 Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava ✓             

122 Yellow-breasted Apalis  Apalis flavida       ✓       

123 Senegal Eremomela  Eremomela pusilla     ✓       ✓ 

124 Brown Babbler  Turdoides plebejus ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   

125 Greater Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chalybaeus ✓     ✓ ✓     

126 Lesser Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chloropterus ✓             

127 Purple Starling  Lamprotornis purpureus ✓             

128 Long-tailed Glossy Starling  Lamprotornis caudatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

129 Yellow-billed Oxpecker  Buphagus africanus         ✓     

130 African Thrush  Turdus pelios ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

131 Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha niveicapilla   ✓           

132 White-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha albicapillus             ✓ 

133 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus ✓             

134 Northern Black Flycatcher  Melaenornis edolioides       ✓       

135 Mangrove Sunbird  Anthreptes gabonicus ✓     ✓   ✓ ✓ 

136 Western Violet-backed Sunbird  Anthreptes longuemarei           ✓   

137 Pygmy Sunbird Hedydipna platura             ✓ 

138 Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis ✓         ✓ ✓ 

139 Beautiful Sunbird  Cinnyris pulchellus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

140 Splendid Sunbird  Cinnyris coccinigastrus ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

141 Variable Sunbird  Cinnyris venustus     ✓ ✓       

142 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus             ✓ 

143 Northern Grey-headed Sparrow  Passer griseus           ✓   

144 White-billed Buffalo Weaver  Bubalornis albirostris   ✓ ✓ ✓       

145 Little Weaver  Ploceus luteolus             ✓ 

146 Black-necked Weaver  Ploceus nigricollis           ✓   

147 Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

148 Northern Red Bishop  Euplectes franciscanus       ✓       

149 Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

150 Red-cheeked Cordon-Bleu  Uraeginthus bengalus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

151 Lavender Waxbill  Estrilda caerulescens ✓     ✓       

152 Orange-cheeked Waxbill  Estrilda melpoda       ✓       

153 Bronze Mannikin  Lonchura cucullata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 
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154 Pin-tailed Whydah  Vidua macroura     ✓         

155 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava   ✓     ✓     

156 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba         ✓     

157 Yellow-fronted Canary  Crithagra mozambica     ✓ ✓       

Mammals 

      February 2020 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

1 Guinea Baboon Papio papio ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

2 
Green Vervet/Callithrix 
Monkey Chlorocebus sabaeus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

3 Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomophorus gambianus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

4 Gambian Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus gambianus ✓ ✓   ✓       

Butterflies 

      February 2020 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

1 African Tiger Danaus chrysippus ✓             

2 Large Spotted Acraea Acraea zetes     ✓         

Reptiles 

      February 2020 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

1 Nile Monitor Lizard Varanus niloticus   ✓           

2 Agama Lizard Agama agama   ✓ ✓         

3 West African Crocodile Crocodylus suchus   ✓           

4 Sand Snake         ✓       

 


