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Tour Leader:    Philip Thompson 

 
Participants:   Kay Tye 

    Peter Tye 

    Steve Place 

    Sue Place 

    Mark Bunch 

    Esther Hitchcock 

    Simon Riley 

    Elizabeth Hobbs 

Day 1 Saturday 22nd June 

After an early start we arrived in good time in Athens to take the 3hr journey to our first hotel in Kalavrita. 

Unfortunately a problem with the minibus en route required the remainder of the journey being taken in various 

taxis! We finally arrived in time for checking in and on to dinner in a local taverna. Butterflies had been thin on 

the ground with our attention elsewhere, our main consolation being the sighting of a Long-legged Buzzard 

drifting along the hillside above us as we waited for our taxis to arrive. 

Day 2 Sunday 23rd June 

Our first walk was spent in the local area, starting out on foot from the hotel down to the Vouraikos River and 

onwards along a farm track into the low-lying hillsides. The day was clear and sunny so that the day warmed 

rapidly and butterflies were soon active. The dry ‘weedy’ fields approaching the river held several Mallow 

Skippers, Great Banded Graylings and Balkan Marbled Whites. Once at the river, attention shifted to the various 

Odontata present of which one highlight was the Small Pincertail sunning itself on a small shingle island in the 

river. A large bank of brambles by the river bridge held a few Sloe Hairstreaks and a Turkish Clubtail. As the 

track then slowly climbed we reached an area of hedgerow adorned with flowering Clematis vitalba that was 

attracting numerous butterflies. Among several pristine Silver-washed Fritillaries was found a single Grecian 

Copper, several Ilex Hairstreaks and a Southern White Admiral. We then made our way back to town for a light 

lunch at a taverna. 

 

The afternoon was spent on the slopes and plateau of Mount Chelmos. We began with the first of many stops at 

leaky water troughs. Here the most numerous butterflies were Silver-studded Blues joined by a Persian Skipper 

and Common Blues. After careful scrutiny of the ‘puddling’ butterflies and nothing else detected we moved on a 

short distance to another trough. Here we were rewarded with a single Ripart’s Anomalous Blue and Chapman’s 

Blue among the same mix as the previous trough.  

 

Our next stop entailed a short walk and a climb up a rocky slope full of interesting and attractive flowers. The 

main plant of interest was Acantholimon androsaceum, an attractive cushion forming very spiny member of the 

Plumbaginaceae, which is covered in pink flowers. This species is the food plant of both the very localised Odd-

spot Blue and Fiery Copper (although this species is not on the wing at the time of the trip).  
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Having found the plant, after a little patient searching we were rewarded with the sighting of several Odd-spot 

Blues of both sexes including egg laying by a female on the larval host plant. A final stop at another prime leaky 

trough failed to turn up the hoped for Chelmos Blue producing very little of note. We returned to the hotel for 

dinner in the town. 

Day 3 Monday 24th June 

Our day began with a visit to the monastery of Aghia Lavra. A stop was taken en route alongside a water trough 

and thick woodland scrub. A Hawfinch was disturbed from the tall Poplars as we parked, and it made a rapid 

exit giving its distinctive flight call as it went. In the clearing around the trough numerous Great Banded 

Graylings and Balkan Marbled Whites were everywhere in the dry grass, but we gave most of our attention to the 

Lattice Browns flitting among the canopy foliage, one of which was joined by a Tree Grayling which obligingly 

landed on the trunk of an easily viewed tree alongside a Lattice Brown making for an interesting photographic 

opportunity! 

 

Once at the monastery we searched among the surrounding scrub and brambles for butterflies, finding more 

Lattice Browns, Grecian Copper and several Hairstreaks. A couple of Cirl Buntings sang prominently from the 

tops of tall cypresses. We then drove on to lower levels to take a stop and walk alongside the Vouraikos River. 

Here, once more, numerous Beautiful Demoiselles danced among the riverside foliage. Butterflies were rather 

few being mainly Ilex Hairstreaks. Things got more interesting further on when the path ran alongside a fallow 

arable field with numerous thistles in flower. Here among numerous Whites and Gt. Banded Graylings we 

chanced upon a Hermit nectaring among the thistles. 

 

We next drove a little higher for a walk that took us alongside another shady stream. The main highlight here was 

the finding of a roosting Eastern Spectre in the cool shade, which posed for photos. We made our final move to 

the village of Souvardho where we had lunch in the shade of a large Oriental Plane next to the spring. The 

afternoon was spent with a couple of hot walks along the nearby mountain contour trails. The highlights during 

these were finding our first female Meleager’s Blue, Eastern Zephyr Blue and a few flyby Great Sooty Satyrs. 

Day 4 Tuesday 25th June 

We returned to the slopes of Mount Chelmos today to explore a few new spots and try our luck at the previously 

visited troughs once more. We began with a walk from the ski centre car park spreading out over the flat flowery 

meadows. Once more the most abundant blue present were the Silver-studded Blues, which were everywhere. A 

single Glanville Fritillary was seen by a few in the gully by the car park. Moving rapidly around us among the 

more regular species were a few Greek Clouded Yellows, Black-veined White and Adonis Blue. The water 

troughs visited previously held Amanda’s Blue, another Ripart’s Anomalous Blue and a settled Camberwell 

Beauty (as opposed to the rapid flybys we had seen up till now). We took our picnic in the shade of a Black Pine 

by a dirt track, which we then drove along once our lunch was finished.  

 

We first stopped in a dry rocky gully for a walk. Patrolling territories here, using the rocks as vantage points, were 

a couple of White-banded Graylings which proved to be rather elusive as they dodged and perched among the 

rocks after their patrols. We moved on for another walk and admire the view before making our way back. 



Butterflies of Southern Greece Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     August 13 3 
 

Day 5 Wednesday 26th June 

We began the day with a morning walk back to the Vouraikos River in the hope of finding Hungarian Skipper 

photographed by one group member on a previous walk. We were unsuccessful in this but were compensated 

with the finding of a Lesser Fiery Copper and Grecian Anomalous Blue on the flowering Clematis. 

 

Next we loaded our luggage for the transfer to the opposite side of the Gulf of Corinth for our next hotel in 

Delphi beneath the Mount Parnassos massif. The journey passed uneventfully as we drove via the bridge 

crossing at Rio and onwards, stopping for lunch at the attractive coastal village of Galaxidi. Firstly we took a 

short walk into the very hot and dry Aleppo Pine woodland in the hope of finding Freyer’s Grayling. Within the 

first minute we had found the first of several of these large cryptically camouflaged graylings as they flew 

between the trees and settled on the trunks. Thus we were not obliged to spend too much time in this very hot 

environment and leaving more time to relax in a nearby taverna for lunch! Whilst we ate, a couple of Hoopoes 

were watched as they commuted across the harbour to the woodland to feed and then return to their nest site 

somewhere in the town. As we walked back to the vehicle after lunch a few Lesser Kestrels were spotted over 

the town church tower before they drifted away on a feeding trip. 

 

We completed the final short leg of the journey to Delphi and our next hotel. As we were leaving Galaxidi and 

passing through a small Olive orchard a couple of Black-eared Wheatears were spotted among the trees. Once in 

Delphi we had time for a short walk from the hotel into the grassy tracks below the town. It was quickly 

apparent that this year on these south-facing slopes the vegetation was very dry, with few if any remaining 

greenery or flowers remaining. As a result butterflies were in short supply, our only finds being an empty shell of 

a Marginated Tortoise and a stunning view to admire! 

Day 6 Thursday 27th June 

Today was spent exploring and walking at various stops on Mount Parnassos. Our drive to the upper regions 

was firstly interrupted with a quick stop at a large bramble patch within the Livadhi Arachovas plain. Here we 

found our first Oriental Marbled Skipper and a pristine Anomalous Blue among a throng of White-letter 

Hairstreaks, Balkan Marbled and Common Marbled Whites, abundant Meadow Browns and several other 

species. 

 

Our journey continued up higher where we next took a quick roadside stop to admire the numerous flowering 

spikes of Red Helleborine in the open pine woodland. Additionally we found both Heath and Pearl-bordered 

Fritillaries in the same roadside verge. Moving a short distance on we stopped at a large meadow area, which 

usually has a large pond and water troughs. This year everything was dry with few butterflies present, we did 

however find several flowering spikes of Gladiolus palustris.  

 

Our next stop was at the ski resort car park above the tree line. The flora here was very interesting with several 

endemic plants in flower whilst above us we were joined by the chittering flock of local Alpine Chough and a 

passing Peregrine Falcon. In the rocky slopes we finally found several Blue Argus. Our attentions shifted a little 

as we walked, towards the flowers and birds. A notable find being a singing Ortolan Bunting that was observed 

rather distantly. The Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush heard singing above us could not be seen unfortunately.  
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We moved lower down and stopped on a dirt road alongside some meadows for lunch and a walk. This year the 

abundant beehives were something of a problem as they were sited almost everywhere there was level ground 

and good flowery meadows. Just what we were looking for in our searches for butterflies! So it required keeping 

a respectful distance from the buzzing hordes as we went about our explorations. 

 

On the return trip we made a final detour to another ski station and a walk into one of the limestone dolmen or 

sinkholes. These have their own microclimate and richer vegetation than the rather bleak rocky and dry slopes 

around them. Among several interesting plants we found Eastern Zephyr Blue once more among several 

commoner species. 

Day 7 Friday 28th June 

An early start found us at the historic archaeological site of Delphi for our visit before the crowds and before 

this south-facing site becomes unbearably hot. Butterflies are becoming scarcer within the site due to the rather 

too enthusiastic strimming that occurs here, but the habituated birds remain enabling us to get fantastic views of 

the common Rock Nuthatches, Cirl Bunting, Woodchat Shrike, Black-eared Wheatear, Subalpine Warbler, Blue 

Rock Thrush and Eastern Orphean Warbler. The confiding Sombre Tits usually seen at the top of the site by the 

stadium were absent this time, possibly disturbed by the large cement-mixer truck and works going on in the 

area. 

 

After our visit we drove a short distance to visit some of the hot dry agricultural fields and orchards below the 

site. A few of the group were rewarded with a very brief sighting of our target species, Europe’s smallest 

butterfly, the Grass Jewel. We moved on, to again climb higher (and into cooler conditions) on to Mount 

Parnassos. We drove to the northern side of the mountain where the vegetation was noticeably greener with 

abundant roadside flowers attracting numerous butterflies. Some time was spent walking these quiet roads and 

finding several species of fritillaries, most notably Niobe, Marbled and Spotted. We took our lunch here to make 

the most of our time and enjoy the spectacle of the numerous butterflies. Another good find were several 

Turquoise Blues, which had been searched for unsuccessfully the previous day.  

 

We drove a little further on, dropping a little lower, for a walk onto a low hilltop. The vegetation here was quite 

dry once more but did turn up, for one of the group, the only Inky Skipper of the trip! On the return we stopped 

to have a walk along the escarpment overlooking the Gulf of Corinth and Arachova and Delphi beneath us. The 

local Ravens passed close by riding the air currents and checking us over. 

Day 8 Saturday 29th June 

Our early evening flight time allowed us time to continue our butterfly viewing on Parnassos until lunch. We 

opted to return to the northern slopes and the flowery roadsides once more. We made a final stop at the large 

bramble patch en route in the hope of fresh finds before moving on. 

 

Once on the northern side we were not disappointed with the array of species on offer, most notably the 

fritillaries to which we added our 8th and 9th species, High Brown Fritillary and Cardinal! We also found our first 

male Meleager’s Blue and a possible Reverdin’s Blue. 
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The remainder of the journey was then completed in good time, having taken a different route to previous years, 

to arrive at Athens airport for the journey back to the UK. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Butterflies ( = recorded but not counted) 

      June 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon           

2 Southern Swallowtail Papilio alexanor                

3 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius         

4 Clouded Apollo Parnassius mnemosyne                

5 Black-veined White Aporia crataegi             

6 Large White Pieris brassicae           

7 Small White Pieris rapae              

8 Southern Small White Pieris manii               

9 Mountain Small White Pieris ergane              

10 Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa          

11 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea          

12 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea var helice                

13 Greek Clouded Yellow C. aurorina (libanotica)              

14 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni           

15 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra           

16 Wood White Leptidea sinapis             

17 Purple Hairstreak Favonius quercus             

18 Sloe Hairstreak Satyrium acaciae             

19 Ilex Hairstreak Satyrium ilicis              

20 White-letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album               

21 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas             

22 Grecian Copper Lycaena ottomana               

23 Lesser Fiery Copper Lycaena thersamon               

24 Balkan Copper Lycaena candens                

25 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus              

26 Odd-spot Blue Turanana taygetica (endymion)                

27 Eastern Baton Blue Pseudophilotes vicrama                

28 Grass Jewel Chilades trochylus                

29 Eastern Zephyr Blue Plebejus pylaon               

30 Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus              

31 Brown Argus Aricia agestis               

32 Blue Argus Aricia anteros                

33 Ripart’s Anomalous Blue Polyommatus ripartii              

34 Grecian Anomolous Blue Polyommatus aroaniensis                

35 Anomalous Blue Polyommatus admetus                

36 Escher's Blue Polyommatus escheri                

37 Chapmans Blue Polyommatus thersites               

38 Amanda's Blue Polyommatus amandus                

39 Turquoise Blue Polyommatus dorylas               

40 Adonis Blue Polyommatus bellargus              

41 Meleager’s Blue Polyommatus daphnis               

42 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus          

43 Nettle Tree Butterfly Libythea celtis                

44 Southern White Admiral Limentis reducta          

45 Camberwell Beauty Nymphalis antiopa             

46 Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychloros             

47 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui          
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

48 Comma Polygonia c-album              

49 Southern Comma Polygonia egea              

50 Cardinal Argynnis pandora                

51 Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia          

52 Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja              

53 High Brown Fritillary Argynnis adippe                

54 Niobe Fritillary Argynnis niobe               

55 Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia              

56 Marbled Fritillary Brenthis daphne                

57 Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne               

58 Glanville Fritillary Melitaea cinxia                

59 Spotted Fritillary Melitaea didyma               

60 Heath Fritillary Melitaea athalia               

61 Marbled White Melanargia galathea              

62 Balkan Marbled White Melanargia larissa          

63 Tree Grayling Hipparchia statilinus                

64 Freyer’s Grayling Hipparchia fatua                

65 Delattin's Grayling Hipparchia volgensis                

66 The Hermit Chazara briseis                

67 White-Banded Grayling Pseudochazara anthelea              

68 Great Sooty Satyr Satyrus ferula             

69 Great Banded Grayling Brintesia circe          

70 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina          

71 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus            

72 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria               

73 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera            

74 Large Wall Brown Lasiommata maera           

75 Lattice Brown Kirinia roxelana               

76 Hungarian Skipper Spialia orbifer               

77 Persian Skipper Spialia phlomidis              

78 Olive Skipper Pyrgus serratulae                

79 Sage Skipper Muschampia proto              

80 Mallow Skipper Carcharodus alceae          

81 Oriental Marbled Skipper Carcharodus orientalis                

82 Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages               

83 Inky Skipper Erynnis marloyi                

84 Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola             

85 Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris            

86 Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus              

Birds (H = heard only)                   

1 Rock Partridge  Alectoris rufa       1         

2 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus     1       1 1 

3 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus         1       

4 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 1 3 2   1 1 2   

5 Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus 1         1     

6 Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni   4     3       

7 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   3 5 1 2 3 6 2 

8 Peregrine Falco peregrinus           1     

9 Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus   H H           

10 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus   H 2           
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

11 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus cachinnans 4       4   12 20 

12 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus         1       

13 Common Pigeon  Columba livia         

14 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto         

15 Eurasian Scops Owl  Otus scops H H H H         

16 Little Owl  Athene noctua               1 

17 Alpine Swift  Tachymarptis melba               20 

18 Common Swift  Apus apus         

19 Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus              

20 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops       1 5 2 1 H 

21 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos medius   H 1 1 H       

22 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major     2         1 

23 Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio   5   10 1 6 1 4 

24 Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor               1 

25 Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator             7   

26 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius           

27 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica          

28 Alpine Chough  Pyrrhocorax graculus           4 15   

29 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix         

30 Northern Raven  Corvus corax     1 1 3 6 4   

31 Coal Tit  Periparus ater     5 2   H  H 

32 Great Tit  Parus major             

33 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus            

34 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus   6             

35 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata         2       

36 Woodlark  Lullula arborea   2   H         

37 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica         

38 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum         

39 Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica 2 6        

40 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti   1 H 1 H       

41 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   H 4 H H H   H 

42 Eastern Orphean Warbler  Sylvia crassirostris             2   

43 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis   3             

44 Subalpine Warbler  Sylvia cantillans     H       3   

45 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala             H   

46 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita               H 

47 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla           H     

48 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes           H     

49 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea     2           

50 Western Rock Nuthatch  Sitta neumayer             12 H 

51 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula           

52 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus       3   2 1   

53 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula     2 H   H H   

54 Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos   3 3 H H       

55 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros           6 2 1 

56 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   2       3 1   

57 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   1   6 1 6 2 2 

58 Black-eared Wheatear  Oenanthe hispanica         1 1 10   

59 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius         1   5   

60 Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush  Monticola saxatilis           H     

61 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata   3 2 5 2   2   
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

62 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus         

63 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea     1   1       

64 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba   2 1 1 1       

65 Tawny Pipit  Anthus campestris   H             

66 Water Pipit Anthus spinoltta       H         

67 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs        H  

68 European Serin  Serinus serinus   6 H      

69 European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris               

70 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis          

71 Common Linnet  Carduelis cannabina           

72 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes     1           

73 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra   6   4         

74 Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia   3           1 

75 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus   H 2 H H H 5 H 

76 Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana           1     

77 Black-headed Bunting  Emberiza melanocephala         2       

Odonata 

Beautiful Demoiselle,  Calopteryx virgo Blue Featherleg,  Platycnemis pennipes 

Blue-eyed Hawker,  Aeshna affinis Blue Emperor,  Anax imperator 

Eastern Spectre,  Caliaeshna microstigma Turkish Clubtail,  Gomphus schneiderii 

Small Pincertail,  Onychogomphus forcipatus Greek Goldenring,  Cordulegaster helladica 

Broad-bodied Chaser,  Libellula depressa Southern Skimmer,  Orthetrum brunneum 

Ruddy Darter,  Sympetrum sanguineum Red-veined Darter,  Sympetrum fonscolombii 

Common Darter,  Sympetrum striolatum  

Reptiles & amphibians 

Balkan Stream Frog,  Rana graeca Greek Marsh Frog,  Rana balcanica 

Hermann's Tortoise,  Testudo hermanni Marginated Tortoise,  Testudo marginata 

Balkan Green Lizard,  Lacerta trilineata Common Wall Lizard,  Podarcis muralis 

Peleponnese Wall Lizard,  Podarcis pelopennesiaca  

 


