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Tour Leaders:    Philip Thompson 

    Dave Nevitt 

 

Participants:-   Liz Waterston 

    Tony Waterston 

    Paul Wearing 

    Eric Leese 

    Liz Leese 

    Lin Chapman 

    Martin Chapman 

    Harry Faull 

    Alistair Lawrence 

    Roger Newton 

    Bruce Campbell 

    Tony McKie 

    Matthew McKie 

    Di McKie 

    Carol Wood 

    James Foulds 

Day 1 Saturday 21st June 

After our flight arrival we negotiated the formalities of collecting our minibuses before heading off towards the 

Peleponnese and our first hotel at Kalavrita. The weather was clear, sunny and very warm, remaining so 

throughout the trip (very useful when on a butterfly trip!). The transfer was completed, with a few early 

butterflies noticed from the vehicles. 

Day 2 Sunday 22nd June 

Our tour began with an exploration of various levels of Mount Chelmos. The first stop was to take a walk along 

a rough track through open conifer woodland with grassy meadows at low level. Not too many butterflies were 

immediately apparent but after patient searching species numbers rose gradually. Among the many brimstones 

present a single Powdered Brimstone was seen and confidently identified by some of the group. Among the trees 

Large Tortoiseshells were a feature as they glided at height. The blues present were mainly Common but held a 

few Adonis and Escher’s also. Our first Camberwell Beauty flew by at speed, only seen by some to the 

frustration and envy of others. Our first Spotted Fritillaries of the trip were present in the meadow grasses.  

 

We next drove up to the higher levels and above the tree line to stop in the ski station car park. From here we 

spread out and wandered across the open meadows with its light scrub of the endemic Craetegus pycnolobus on 

which perched several Red-backed Shrikes. A couple of worn and tired looking Queen of Spain Fritillaries were 

present alongside both Greek Clouded and Clouded Yellows. Smaller species were rather notable by their 

absence with only Common, Adonis and Silver-studded Blues seen. We returned to the vehicle to head off when 

another Camberwell Beauty flew across the car park resulting in a hasty U-turn and stop. Luckily we were able to 

find this individual settled on the tarmac for the photographers to slowly stalk in unison.  
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We next tried one of the nearby leaking/overflowing water troughs, which are such a feature of ‘butterflying’ in 

this hot dry limestone habitat. Unluckily prior to the groups arrival there had been considerable rain in the area 

resulting in plentiful puddles and little drying mud that produce the salts and minerals that are so attractive to the 

butterflies. This resulted in this normally reliable spot producing very few butterflies with little of note. A Lesser 

Fiery Copper was photographed nearby that was to prove to be the only one of the trip. Whilst here we were 

approached by the local rangers who enquired about our actions and interests…once we had assured them that 

we were not collecting specimens they became somewhat friendlier and offered some local advice.  

 

We then moved on to take lunch in a large open ‘car park’ looking north towards the Gulf of Corinth far below. 

Once fed our next objective was a short scramble up the nearby rocky and spiny hillside in search of Acantholimon 

echinus. This is the food plant of the extremely localised (in Europe) Odd Spot Blue. With the plant found the 

group fanned out to scour the area looking for this small butterfly. Singles were found on a couple of occasions, 

but due to the dispersal of the group and the difficult terrain they had inevitably gone by the time members had 

scrambled across! Finally an obliging individual was found that seemed to have no shame and proudly posed on 

a small patch of Vicia cracca oblivious to the mass of camera lenses pointed in its direction only inches away! 

 

Flushed with success we moved on to try another water trough. Here we had some luck with our first Greek 

Mazarine Blue with several Skippers. We moved on to explore the rocky dells with their grassy hollows in which 

we came on several Clouded Apollos, more Spotted Fritillaries, Camberwell Beauties and our first Glanville 

Fritillary. Once the group had reformed we boarded the vehicles to head back in anticipation of our first dinner 

in a local restaurant, although a quick stop was taken en route to examine a large Hermann’s Tortoise (not a 

Spur-thighed Tortoise as originally thought, nor Stir-fried Tortoise as some mis-heard!) on the roadside. 

Day 3 Monday 23rd June 

After our excursions in the higher regions of the area today, by contrast, was spent below the town as we took 

several excursions after a different mix of species. We began with a short visit to the surroundings of the Aghia 

Lavra Monastery. We stopped shortly before the monastery to check an area of scrubby woodland with a water 

trough. This proved fruitful with several Lattice Browns, Sloe, Ilex and Purple Hairstreaks and Balkan Marbled 

Whites all found. Moving on to the main monastery car park we found that this year the vegetation had been 

strimmed or heavily grazed by the goats and sheep leaving few nectaring plants. We did find one patch of 

Clematis flammula scrambling high into the nearby Cupressus sempervirens with the result that, even though we did 

find a Grecian Copper, it was 15m above us! Luckily it did eventually descend to nectar on a much lower patch 

together with Meadow Browns and Ilex Hairstreak. 

 

Our next stop was a walk along the Vouraikos River. Here among the abundant Beautiful Demoiselles were also 

several Blue Featherlegs and Turkish Clubtail as additions to our Odonata list. Among the familiar butterfly 

species a couple of Long-tailed Blues were resting in the grass. With not much else present we returned and 

drove on a little higher into the hills to another stream in a narrow heavily wooded gully. We stopped briefly to 

admire a very recently killed Nose-horned Viper on the road. An incredible creature and Europe’s most 

venomous snake, a tragic shame it should become a road kill victim. The track led to a damp hollow of lush 

vegetation that held both Heath and Spotted Fritillaries. Things were becoming rather hot and uncomfortable by 

now so we next set off for our shady picnic spot at the village of Souvardhos.  
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We had not travelled far when a large Aesculapian Snake started to cross the road ahead of us before, sensing 

our approach, retreating to the roadside where it reared up in indecision before vanishing at great speed into the 

thick scrub. Arriving at our destination we then enjoyed a pleasant shady lunch under a huge Oriental Plane next 

to a natural spring. The water from this crossed the path and created ideal moist soil to attract butterflies, the 

highlight of which was the discovery an individual of the scarce Iolas Blue. This gave ideal opportunities to the 

photographers as it spent considerable time on the ground among the other commoner species. 

 

After lunch we took a walk along the track leading from the picnic stop, which led around a hot and sunny 

contour mountain track. Along this we found several examples of Colutea arborescens, the food plant of the Iolas 

Blue. A possible Eastern Rock Grayling shot by without being confirmed although we did get excellent views of 

a patrolling White-banded Grayling which characteristically returned to one of a couple of favoured perches. A 

large mantis Empusa fasciata was caught and admired with its amazing head and articulated thorax. Amongst the 

blues, some saw a single Meleager’s Blue. A second track was walked lower down, although the heat was getting 

to some and people were beginning to flag so with thoughts of a refreshing shower and cold drink we made for 

the hotel. 

Day 4 Tuesday 24th June 

A return was made to Mount Chelmos to visit some new spots and retry a couple of water troughs visited 

previously. After a little searching the correct narrow gully with a water trough was found and we disembarked to 

carefully make our explorations in the prickly and stony habitat. There were not large numbers of butterflies 

present but the outstanding gem found was a single Pontic Blue, another of the select group of species that make 

Mount Chelmos so remarkable. Another gully was walked which also held a water trough, which proved to be 

very productive. Here we came upon several more Pontic Blues mixed with Greek Mazarine, Osiris and 

Amanda’s Blues. Skippers comprised Olive, Oriental Marbled and Grizzled. Walking on down the gully an 

elusive Glanville Fritillary, of the mountain form, gave us the run-around, whilst another Camberwell Beauty 

proved more obliging and had the photographers running. 

 

Returning to a water trough previously visited we had more luck with several notable finds such as Ripart’s 

Anomalous Blue and Hungarian Skipper among others. Once more the heat was rising so we next sought out 

some shade for picnic lunch. Among the pines a passing group of tits held probable Sombre Tit but they did not 

show well and quickly moved on. We continued on down the rough dirt track after lunch to explore some more 

of the limestone dells. Things were quieter in the heat but did produce another Camberwell Beauty settled to 

photograph and a cluster of Large Tortoiseshells and Comma feeding on sap weeping from a tree. A couple of 

shady puddles had attracted a mix of birds coming to drink among which a small party of Red Crossbills were 

notable.  

 

Our next walk took us across some flat meadows with puddled tracks attracting large numbers of Silver-studded 

Blues. The meadows held Knapweed, Spotted and Queen of Spain Fritillaries and Clouded Apollo’s, one of 

which was carrying the sphragis ‘chastity belt’ exuded onto the female after mating by the male. We made our 

final stop at another familiar water trough, which also held more than previously, but nothing new for the trip. 

We were able to obtain some excellent close observations of the species present whilst listening to what were 

probably Green Toads vocalising hidden from view.  
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On the return journey a quick stop to observe a passing Short-toed Snake Eagle also produced a passing 

Goshawk carrying prey that was ID’d later as a Red-backed Shrike. 

Day 5 Wednesday 25th June 

We began the day with an early morning walk at the river below the town and a short way up into the 

surrounding hills. Birds were awake and active before the butterflies with a couple of Middle-spotted 

Woodpeckers calling and seen among the open orchards. The Little Owl seen on a couple of previous mornings 

had already retired to bed and was not seen by those of the group. Having crossed the river a large isolated tree 

held an unconcerned Lesser Grey Shrike, giving excellent views at close range in the crisp morning sunshine. 

Butterflies were still rather scarce with most of the brambles and clematis still only in bud. This changed abruptly 

when we came upon a large early-flowering patch that produced some great butterflies in pristine condition at 

close range, notably another Grecian Copper, Southern White Admiral and a few Silver-washed Fritillaries 

among others.  

 

Back at the hotel it was departure time as we loaded up to undertake the transfer to the opposite side of the Gulf 

and our next hotel in Delfi. This went smoothly with the crossing of the spectacular bridge at Rio a highlight. A 

quick stop for fuel and a coffee was followed by our arrival in the little tourist village of Galaxidi where we 

stopped for lunch. Before people could start feeling like they were on a typical seaside holiday and relax they had 

to run the gauntlet of the scorching hot and dry pine woodland in pursuit of more butterflies! Here, luckily, we 

did not have to spend too much time as our quarry of Freyer’s Graylings were soon found as they flitted between 

the trees to land against the trunks with their cryptic colouration. Luckily, unlike moths, they don’t land flat on 

the trunks but stick out in typical butterfly posture making them easy to pick out! With this success under our 

belts we were then able to relax, like ordinary tourists, in a quayside taverna and a wonderful typical Greek lunch. 

 

The remainder of the journey was not long and we soon arrived and checked into our hotel in Delfi. With a little 

time on our hands we then took a short walk in the local hilly slopes. These are south facing and hence very hot 

and parched and rather devoid of butterflies at this time of year. Our only success was the spotting of a few 

Southern Commas. 

Day 6 Thursday 26th June 

With the weather still very hot it was therefore a relief to be heading up towards the summit region of Mount 

Parnassos and cooler conditions. We climbed steadily from the town of Arachova before dropping over the 

summit ridge and dropping into the Livadhi plain with its eerie ghost-town feel of unfinished and unoccupied 

residential villas. We stopped on the far edge at a large patch of bramble that consistently attracts an interesting 

array of butterflies. Here we found large numbers of White-letter Hairstreak (with no apparent Elms anywhere to 

be seen?), Marbled and Balkan Marbled Whites, Mallow Skipper, Eastern Bath White and among the numerous 

Meadow Browns were several Oriental Meadow Browns with their distinctive scalloped hind wings. Alerted by 

the swallow alarm calls we looked up, in time to see a Hobby pass by with what appeared to be a Red-rumped 

Swallow in its talons. Our next stop was, once more, leaky water troughs! Here among numerous Silver-studded 

Blues we found both Chapman’s and Amanda’s Blues. As we were on the point of moving on the highlight was 

the discovery of an Anomalous Blue on the wet mud. Whilst waiting for the group to re-board the vehicles a 

couple of White-banded Graylings were found patrolling their boulder territory nearby.   
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Moving ever higher we next visited a lush damp meadow surrounded by dense evergreen woodland of Abies 

cephalonica. Within the meadow grassland a fine colony of the very attractive Gladiolus imbricatus grew with many 

flowering spikes on show. Around the margins, in the bracken, were several Pearl-bordered Fritillaries among 

which a Glanville Fritillary was also seen. The air was full of the shrill chirping of Field Crickets a few of which 

were seen in the thick grass. 

 

We next reached the high open tree-less region by the ski station. Work was being carried out on the skiing 

infrastructure and the end of the road had been closed, which we circumvented slightly by sneaking up the ‘out’ 

road and parking in a lay-by near the top. From here we took a walk along a rocky gully, made a little unattractive 

by the debris and disturbance from the skiing maintenance machinery. Nonetheless unbothered by the workings 

the birds and butterflies were still present. Brief views were obtained by some of the group of Rufous-tailed 

Rock Thrush, Ortolan Bunting and Black Redstart whilst the Alpine Choughs did not disappoint. Our main 

target butterfly, Blue Argus, was soon found alongside their Geranium food plant. They were present in a mixed 

community of Common Blues resulting in a little time spent finding a fresh unworn individual to convince the 

doubters of their ID. The flora was interesting and exciting but would need a different trip to get to grips with! 

 

Hunger had begun to play a part, which also needed a shady picnic site, so we drove on over and down on to the 

northern side of the mountain. The angle of the sun made shade from the roadside trees hard to find so we 

dropped some way before reaching a purpose-made site with tables and fresh spring water on tap. As we ate a 

few marbled Whites flew nearby, one of which was of the leucomelas colour form, which lacked any markings 

on the hind wing underside. Also on the wing were a couple of the large antlion Palpares libelluloides, one of which 

took quite a fancy to one of the group and spent some minutes perched on his hat and elsewhere before being 

gently persuaded to return to the wild. A short walk was taken from the lunch spot in search of a Woodland 

Grayling seen earlier, but it could not be re-located. So, once more, the heat turned thoughts to cooling showers 

and drinks as we made the return journey to the hotel. Once back at the hotel a butterfly described was 

tentatively ID’d as Geranium Bronze and was immediately confirmed with looking up at the Pelargoniums in the 

hotel pots with an example of this South African species flying around it! 

Day 7 Friday 27th June 

A slightly earlier start was taken today as we visited the world famous archaeological site of Ancient Delfi in 

order to miss both the crowds and the worst of the midday heat. As a result we were dutifully filing into the site 

not long after they opened, having seen a couple of Freyer’s Graylings in the trees as we waited. Due to the site 

management and rigorous strimming that this entails (which was still going on at the time of our visit) the site is 

no longer quite as attractive from a butterfly point of view as it once was. However the birds are still here and, 

characteristically habituated to humans as ever, allowing some stunning close up views of species quite tricky to 

find outside the site. And let’s not forget the ruins themselves, as one of the top Ancient Greek sites for even the 

only marginally interested, they are undeniably impressive. The stars of the show, which could hardly be missed 

as they loudly declared their presence from the pillars and walls, were the Western Rock Nuthatches. Also 

present were breeding Black-eared Wheatears, Woodchat Shrikes and Eastern Orphean Warbler. One exciting 

butterfly, seen by some, was a cruising Southern Swallowtail mixed in among the commoner Scarce Swallowtails. 

At the top of the site alongside the athletic arena the pines held a couple of Delattin’s Graylings keeping well 

concealed in the shade and thick accumulation of leaf litter caught in the branches.  
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Lower down walking in a peculiarly jerky manner across one of the paths the large Balkan Sawing Cricket Saga 

natoliae was seen. This is one of the largest insects in Europe and a predator of other insects and even potentially 

small lizards! With thoughts of giant killer insects in mind it was deemed safer to flee the site and look for the 

smallest European butterfly instead (although even this could turn up its own monsters!).  

 

We drove on a short distance from the archaeological site to explore an area of orchards and derelict land that 

lay below. It was very hot here, so we were keen to find our quarry without too much time and trouble. Whilst 

conducting the search a fantastic specimen of spider was discovered under a discarded tile to terrify the 

Arachnophobes in the group. This was a species of Velvet Spider in the genus Eresidae, which was probably 

Eresus ruficapillus. It was over 50mm in length and covered in short velvety jet-black hairs with a bright yellow 

edging to the abdomen and made quite an impression!  

 

After this diversion the group spread out and we appeared to be out of luck, especially as none of the food plant, 

Heliotropium hirsutissimum, could be found. Eventually a tiny whizzing butterfly was tracked down to a favourite 

perch and the search was over! This tiny little gem of a butterfly with its jewel-like studs on the hind wing 

underside was then photographed and admired by all (although close-focus binoculars were necessary to really 

appreciate the finer points). A few other individuals were found on the roadside edging a small olive orchard in 

this very hot and dry site. With success we then headed back up to higher ground and cooler conditions. We 

firstly took our picnic alongside an area of scrubby meadow skirted by forest keeping in the shade as much as 

possible.  We then spent some time spread out over this area ‘butterflying’ as individuals during which another 

Hungarian Skipper was found and our only Turquoise Blue. The area held numerous beehives and the bees 

created an amazing spectacle as the sunlight picked them out in their (hundreds) of thousands all returning at 

speed at head height to their home colonies.  

 

We next took a route up to just below the summit area to enjoy the view and see if any butterflies and birds 

could be found. Blue Rock Thrush, Black Redstart and Alpine Chough were all seen but few if any butterflies. So 

we retraced our steps to take a final walk along the escarpment edge above Arachova with wonderful views 

down to the Gulf of Corinth and a cooling breeze in the heat. A last unexpected bonus was finding several Great 

Sooty Satyr’s on the wing actively patrolling the rocks and low vegetation. Over dinner that evening the 

unexpected sight of a passing Peregrine followed by a Nightjar enlivened the meal (for those facing the right 

way!) 

Day 8 Saturday 28th June 

With our early evening flight in mind we still had hopes of further butterfly hunting on the northern side of 

Parnassos where there were still abundant flowering plants. Unfortunately after a week of blazing hot sun we 

woke to a rather cool and overcast sky that rather ended our hopes of fresh discoveries. Having packed and left 

the hotel we firstly paid another visit to the large bramble patch on the Livadhi Plain. No new discoveries were 

made but we were able to reacquaint ourselves with species seen previously and allow the photographers another 

go at getting ‘the shot’. As we passed over the mountain conditions really did put an end to any butterfly activity 

just showing how fortunate we had been up to now. After a couple of quick stops by the roadside and little to 

show other than some attractive flora such as Salvia ringens we set off for the airport. We stopped at a typical 

roadside taverna where we were treated to a splendid lunch before joining the motorway for Athens and our 

return flight. 
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Species List 

Butterflies ( = recorded but not counted) 

      June 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon       3 6 1 1   

2 Southern Swallowtail Papilio alexanor             1   

3 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius   1 2        

4 Clouded Apollo Parnassius mnemosyne   6   6       

5 Black-veined White Aporia crataegi        2    

6 Large White Pieris brassicae           

7 Small White Pieris rapae           

8 Mountain Small White Pieris ergane   1             

9 Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa   2       6     

10 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea           

11 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea var helice      2   6     

12 Greek Clouded Yellow C. aurorina (libanotica)   2           

13 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni           

14 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra     3 1  1 1   

15 Powdered Brimstone Gonepteryx farinosa   1             

16 Wood White Leptidea sinapis           1     

17 Purple Hairstreak Favonius quercus     1           

18 Sloe Hairstreak Satyrium acaciae                

19 Ilex Hairstreak Satyrium ilicis             

20 White-letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album               

21 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas           1 

22 Grecian Copper Lycaena ottomana      1        

23 Sooty Copper Lycaena tityrus     1           

24 Lesser Fiery Copper Lycaena thersamon   1             

25 Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus     2         1 

26 Geranium Bronze Cacyreus marshalli               

27 Osiris Blue Cupido osiris       2         

28 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus     1         

29 Odd-spot Blue Turanana taygetica (endymion)   4             

30 Iolas Blue Iolana iolas     1           

31 Grass Jewel Chilades trochylus             4   

32 Eastern Zephyr Blue Plebejus pylaon     1           

33 Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus             

34 Brown Argus Aricia agestis   2        

35 Blue Argus Aricia anteros                

36 Pontic Blue Neolysandra coelestina       6         

37 (Greek) Mazarine Blue Cyaniris semiargus helena   2 1 6         

38 Ripart’s Anomalous Blue Polyommatus ripartii       1   1     

39 Anomalous Blue Polyommatus admetus           1     

40 Escher's Blue Polyommatus escheri   1          

41 Chapmans Blue Polyommatus thersites                

42 Amanda's Blue Polyommatus amandus              

43 Turquoise Blue Polyommatus dorylas             1   

44 Adonis Blue Polyommatus bellargus             

45 Meleager’s Blue Polyommatus daphnis     1 2         

46 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus          

47 Nettle Tree Butterfly Libythea celtis         2 4   
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

48 Southern White Admiral Limentis reducta   1 6   3   1 

49 Camberwell Beauty Nymphalis antiopa   6 2 6 1 2     

50 Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychloros           

51 Peacock Aglais io           1     

52 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta           

53 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui           

54 Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae              

55 Comma Polygonia c-album               

56 Southern Comma Polygonia egea         3       

57 Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia     2   3       

58 Niobe Fritillary Argynnis niobe           6     

59 Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia            

60 Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne           10     

61 Glanville Fritillary Melitaea cinxia   1 1 1   1     

62 Knapweed Fritillary Melitaea phoebe       1         

63 Spotted Fritillary Melitaea didyma   4     4    

64 Lesser Spotted Fritillary Melitaea trivia           1     

65 Heath Fritillary Melitaea athalia     2           

66 Marbled White Melanargia galathea              1 

67 Balkan Marbled White Melanargia larissa   2        

68 Woodland Grayling Hipparchia fagi             1   

69 Delattin's Grayling Hipparchia volgensis             1   

70 Tree Grayling Hipparchia statilinus           1     

71 Freyer’s Grayling Hipparchia fatua         15   2   

72 White-Banded Grayling Pseudochazara anthelea     4     3     

73 Great Sooty Satyr Satyrus ferula             6   

74 Great Banded Grayling Brintesia circe   2 2        

75 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina           

76 Oriental Meadow Brown Hyponephele lupina           6   1 

77 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus           

78 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria     1 1   2     

79 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera    1 4      

80 Large Wall Brown Lasiommata maera           1     

81 Lattice Brown Kirinia roxelana     6           

82 Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae               

83 Large Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus alveus   1             

84 Oberthur's Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus amoricanus           1     

85 Hungarian Skipper Spialia orbifer       1     1   

86 Olive Skipper Pyrgus serratulae   6            

87 Mallow Skipper Carcharodus alceae     3  1 2    

88 Oriental Marbled Skipper Carcharodus orientalis   1   1        

89 Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages              

90 Lulworth Skipper Thymelicus acteon           3     

91 Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola         1      

92 Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris            

93 Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus             1 

Birds (H = heard only)                   

1 Rock Partridge  Alectoris graeca   H             

2 Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus 1 1   1       3 

3 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 1        1 3 2 
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

4 Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus     2 1        

5 Northern Goshawk Accipter gentilis       1         

6 Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni         3 4 2   

7 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   1 3 2  2 10 2 

8 Eurasian Hobby  Falco subbuteo           1 2   

9 Peregrine Falco peregrinus             3   

10 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis        25 1 3  

11 Common Pigeon  Columba livia         

12 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto          

13 Eurasian Scops Owl  Otus scops   H H           

14 Little Owl  Athene noctua   1 1           

15 European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus             1   

16 Alpine Swift  Tachymarptis melba     6   2       

17 Common Swift  Apus apus       2      

18 Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus 6 6 4      

19 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops         H H 2   

20 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos medius     3   1   H   

21 Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio   3   12  6 6 2 

22 Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor         1       

23 Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator         2   4   

24 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius          

25 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica   1  1      

26 Alpine Chough  Pyrrhocorax graculus           6 14 3 

27 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula               

28 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix         

29 Northern Raven  Corvus corax     2       2   

30 Coal Tit  Periparus ater   H H    H    

31 Great Tit  Parus major             

32 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus             

33 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata  2            

34 Woodlark  Lullula arborea   4      6 1   

35 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica         

36 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris   1   26     2   

37 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum         

38 Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica   6        

39 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti   H H   H       

40 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus     10          

41 Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus               H 

42 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla     H H    H   

43 Eastern Orphean Warbler  Sylvia crassirostris             1   

44 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis    1 2   H     

45 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla   H H H     H   

46 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   H       H   H 

47 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea     H     H     

48 Western Rock Nuthatch  Sitta neumayer           H 8   

49 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula    H         

50 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus       3     2 3 

51 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   H   H         

52 Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos H H H   H       

53 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros   2   1   1 2   

54 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   4   4     H   
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

55 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   4   4   20 12   

56 Black-eared Wheatear  Oenanthe hispanica             4   

57 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius 1         1 2   

58 Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush  Monticola saxatilis       1   2     

59 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata         1       

60 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus         

61 Dunnock  Prunella modularis     H           

62 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea 1   2   1       

63 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba   3 2         

64 Tawny Pipit  Anthus campestris   6   H   1 1   

65 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs           

66 European Serin  Serinus serinus 1          

67 European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris            

68 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis          

69 Common Linnet  Carduelis cannabina             

70 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra       8     6   

71 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra         2 1   

72 Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia   6   2     1   

73 Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana           1     

74 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus   H 4    H    

Mammals 

Stoat,  Mustela erminea Red Squirrel,  Sciurus vulgaris 

Amphibians & Reptiles 

Green Toad,  Bufo viridis Hermann's Tortoise,  Testudo hermanni 

Balkan Green Lizard,  Lacerta trilineata Common Wall Lizard,  Podarcis muralis 

Peloponnese Wall Lizard,  Podarcis peloponnesiaca Aesculapian Snake,  Elaphe longissima 

Nose-horned Viper,  Vipera ammodytes  

Moths (Macro) 

The Forester,  Ascita statices Cistus Forester,  Ascita geryon 

Six-spot Burnet,  Zygaena filipendulae stephensi Transparent Burnet,  Zygaena purpuralis 

Fiery Clearwing,  Pyropteron chrysidiformis Grass Eggar,  Lasiocampa trifolii 

Small Fan-footed Wave,  Idaea biselata Treble Brown Spot,  Idaea trigeminata 

Olive Tree beauty,  Peribatodes umbraria Ringed Carpet,  Cleoria cinctaria cinctaria 

Hummingbird Hawk-moth,  Macroglossum stellatarum Pine Processionary Moth,  Thaumetopoea pityocampa 

Gypsy Moth,  Lymantria dispar Jersey Tiger,  Euplagia quadripunctaria 

Lesser Yellow Underwing,  Noctua comes Great Brocade,  Eurois occulta 

White Speck,  Mythimna unipuncta Coronet,  Craniophora ligustri 

Brighton Wainscot,  Oria musculosa Small Mottled Willow,  Sodoptera excigua 

Pale Shoulder,  Acontia lucida Silver Y,  Autographa gamma 

Oak Yellow Underwing,  Catocala nymphagoga Burnet Companion,  Euclidia glyphica 

Small Purple-barred,  Phytometra viridaria Straw Dot,  Rivula sericealis 

Ashen Wave,  Idaea deversaria Streaked Wave,  Scopula virgulata 

Comon Pink Barred,  Rodostrophia vibicaria  
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Moths (Micro) 

Aleimma loeflingiana Large Fruit Tree Tortrix,  Archips podana 

Codling Moth,  Cydia pomonella Rusty-dot Pearl,  Udea ferrugalis 

Palpita vitrealis White Plume Moth,  Pterophorus galactodactylus 

Chrysocrambus craterella Synaphe moldavica 

Ceratuncus danubiella  

Dragonflies & Damselflies 

Beautiful Demoiselle,  Calopteryx virgo Common Bluetail,  Ischnura elegans 

Blue-eye,  Erythromma lindenii Blue Featherleg,  Platycnemis pennipes 

Green-eyed Hawker,  Aeshna isoceles Blue Emperor,  Anax imperator 

Turkish Clubtail,  Gomphus schneiderii Greek Goldenring,  Cordulegaster helladica 

Broad-bodied Chaser,  Libellula depressa Southern Skimmer,  Orthetrum brunneum 

Southern Darter,  Sympetrum meridionale  

Other Invertebrates 

an Owlfly,  Libelloides lacteus an Antlion,  Palpares libelluloides 

Balkan Sawing Cricket,  Saga natoliae Field Cricket,  Gryllus campestris 

a Mantis,  Empusa fasciata a Velvet Spider,  Eresus ruficapillus 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

