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Tour participants: Philip Thompson (leader) with eight Naturetrek clients  

Day 1 Saturday 18th June 

The tour started with flights from the UK and once the group had all safely arrived into a very hot Athens, we 

waited for the minibus to be collected and then loaded up and set out on the journey to Mount Chelmos. 

 

We broke the journey with a short stop for refreshments at the Corinth Canal. We were able to witness a brave 

bungee jumper followed by a ship passing along the canal beneath us as we stood on the footbridge. 

Temperatures were still high and a cooling drink was a welcome relief before we continued on our route that 

headed west along the southern shores of the Gulf of Corinth. It was a further relief when we turned off the 

coast road and it’s roadworks to head south up into the mountains to culminate in Kalavrita, where we would be 

based for the first part of the trip. Once checked in and freshened up, we headed for dinner at a nearby taverna. 

Day 2 Sunday 19th June 

Our day was spent exploring Mount Chelmos. The first stop was in the lower forested area for a short walk 

along a forest track to see the first butterflies on the wing as the day gradually warmed. A good initial range of 

species was seen including Balkan Marbled White, Large Tortoiseshell, Black-veined White and Spotted Fritillary. 

 

A move on up to the higher regions had us checking a few water troughs for puddling butterflies with little 

success. We then drove on to the large ski resort car park where we took a walk through the open grassy 

meadows and rocky gulleys. Here the Silver-studded Blue was the commonest species seen alongside a couple of 

other familiar species from home.  

 

A further move was made to take our lunch in an open car park with a fine view down towards the Gulf of 

Corinth. Next we undertook a steep climb through rather rocky and spiny habitat up the adjacent peak. We did 

not need to climb to the summit but only a couple of hundred metres where we encountered the first of a small 

number of elusive Odd-spot Blues. After sighting a couple of these tiny butterflies that shot off out of sight 

before most of the group could assemble in these tricky conditions, we finally found an obliging female 

alongside the larval host plant, Acantholimon ulicinum, that allowed a careful approach.  

 

Having returned to the vehicle, we next drove a short distance to take a walk along a track that dropped gradually 

into a gulley where a water trough was fed by a spring which overflowed and continued down the gulley as a 

small stream, eventually vanishing below ground. After a slow and patient walk and time spent at the trough and 

stream, a number of important butterflies were found. By far the commonest species present was once more 

Silver-studded Blue; it took considerable care and attention scanning through the abundant drinking blues to 

pick out the gems. The outstanding highlights were a single Chelmos Blue and a very unexpected Bavius Blue! 

Joining these were a couple of Greek Mazarine Blues, Eastern Zephyr Blue and a host of others.  

 

After a successful first day in the hot sun, we returned to the hotel before once more having our dinner in the 

town. 
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Day 3 Monday 20th June 

Today was spent exploring several sites below Kalavrita for a different range of species. We began with a drive to 

the Aghia Lavra Monastery. We took a short stop en route at an area of Quercus ilex woodland alongside a water 

trough. After a short wait as conditions warmed, we were rewarded with our first Lattice Browns flitting among 

the canopy and keeping close to the trunks of the trees. Among the oaks, numerous Ilex Hairstreaks kept quite 

high with periodic flights. 

 

A move on to the monastery proved to be very fruitful with several exciting species seen well. Highlights were 

more Lattice Browns, Woodland Grayling, Grecian Copper, Southern White Admiral and a number of pristine 

Silver-washed Fritillaries. 

 

A further move had us dropping lower to visit the Vouraikos River. On the way a short stop was taken to help a 

Hermann’s Tortoise across the road! Once at the river we walked a short distance along a track overlooking the 

water. Butterflies were rather disappointing with a couple of target species not found, however the most 

abundant and significant were the Sloe Hairstreaks. 

 

We continued and then stopped to walk another contour trail above a small stream. Here a Long-tailed Blue put 

in a brief appearance joined by Adonis Blue. The hot and humid conditions brought the walk to an end and 

lunch became our aim. With this in mind we drove back to the main road and then up to the small isolated 

village of Souvardhos where we had a relaxing picnic in the shade of a large Oriental Plane alongside a spring. 

Puddling by the water were a fine Turquoise Blue and Delattin’s Grayling, joined by a number of commoner 

species as we ate. We then undertook a walk from the picnic spot along a hot contour trail with some lovely 

views. Once more, patience and diligence paid off with a Powdered Brimstone being found among several of its 

commoner relatives. A pair of Great Sooty Satyrs raised sprits in the hot sunny conditions but they did not hang 

around.  

 

Returning to the vehicles, we were able to enjoy a cold drink from the village shop, but unfortunately no ice 

cream (we were informed we would need to come back next week!). A final walk was then taken on another 

lower contour trail with little of note seen. 

Day 4 Tuesday 21st June 

We returned to Mount Chelmos to try a few other spots previously unexplored. A number of water troughs were 

checked with little reward beyond the usual abundance of Silver-studded Blues. After this disappointment we 

retraced our route and stopped by a large puddle where things improved with the discovery of a couple of Purple 

Hairstreaks, Nettle Tree Butterfly and a Ripart’s Anomalous Blue. Sadly the abundant tadpoles in the water 

appeared to be losing the battle to reach adulthood ahead of the ever-decreasing water. Whilst checking the 

butterflies we inadvertently kept a small party of Red Crossbills from a drink, so we moved on and stopped 

beneath a large Greek Fir (Abies cephalonica). Here we had our lunch whilst we listened to the bells on the nearby 

sheep and goats.  
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Refreshed, we drove down the rough stony track to take a walk among the rocky gulleys and meadows. The 

hoped for White-banded Grayling could not be found but, alerted by the calls of a group of Hooded Crows, a 

couple of the group had a view of a Northern Goshawk as it was driven off.  

 

A further drive brought us to another area of flat open meadow where we took our last walk of the day. A range 

of species was seen but there was nothing new or of significance. 

Day 5 Wednesday 22nd June 

Today we undertook the transfer to our next base on the northern shore of the Gulf of Corinth, leaving the 

Peleponnese and entering mainland Greece. 

 

Before setting off we had time to enjoy a productive walk from near the hotel in Kalavrita, following a stony 

track leading into the low hills nearby. We began from the Vouraikos River and walked between some arable 

fields and smallholdings, reaching an area of scrubby trees draped with flowering Clematis vitalba. Near the start of 

the walk a couple of Mallow Skippers were found alongside their host plant Malva sylvestris. In the fields several 

Great Banded Graylings patrolled with an Eastern Bath White joining them. On reaching the Clematis the 

number and diversity of butterflies increased with several new and interesting species seen. Among several 

Grecian Coppers a single Sooty Copper was found that unfortunately did not remain long. Among the blues, 

careful searching again brought success with the discovery of Lang’s Short-tailed, Meleager’s, Ripart’s 

Anomalous and Holly Blues. As ‘icing on the cake’, flitting among these were several beautiful Silver-washed 

Fritillaries and Southern White Admirals! Of other interest, a cute baby Hermann’s Tortoise was found, and a 

rather unusually marked snake draped on the branches of the trees where we had been spotting butterflies. It was 

later identified as a Grass Snake in a colour form not found in the UK: Balkan Grass Snake Natrix natrix persa. 

 

Back at the hotel we loaded our luggage and headed off for Mount Parnassos. Our route led us across the 

stunning new bridge at Rio crossing to Antirrio. We stopped on the far side for a refuelling stop both for the 

vehicle and the group. Continuing on our way, we followed the coastline before dropping into the fishing village 

of Galaxidi for a typical Greek taverna lunch on the harbour side. First a very short walk was taken in the nearby 

Aleppo Pine (Pinus halepensis) woodland alongside the harbour. Our target was finding Freyer’s Grayling that 

occurs in this hot dry habitat. This proved embarrassingly easy with an individual seen on the trunk of a tree next 

to the minibus as we disembarked! Happily this saved us spending time in the very hot conditions seeking 

butterflies and more time to relax over lunch. 

 

After lunch we completed our transfer to Delphi and our next hotel without further stops. 

Day 6 Thursday 23rd June 

We began our explorations of the Mount Parnassos region with a first stop on the far side of the Livahdi plateau 

at a large patch of brambles that were attracting an interesting range of butterflies. Notable were the abundant 

White-letter Hairstreaks with no obvious elm trees to be seen anywhere nearby. Among the large number of 

Meadow Browns a single Oriental Meadow Brown put in a brief appearance, once again rewarding patient 

searching. Likewise a Chapman’s Blue (interestingly the only one of this trip) put in another short visit.  
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We then began to climb up to higher levels, firstly having a short walk to check out another water trough. This 

again failed to produce anything of note (a feature of this years trip!) so we moved on to stop for a walk into a 

large lush meadow. Butterflies were rather thin on the ground, but the wonderful show of the tall Gladiolus 

palustris looking rather like the South African Dierama made up for this. 

 

We continued up and over to the northern side of the mountain where we spent some time walking the quiet 

roadsides seeking out butterflies. Areas of Red Valerian Centranthus ruber proved particularly fruitful with several 

new species found among which Niobe Fritillary and Hungarian Skipper were highlights. Of interest, an example 

of the very dark late summer brood Small Copper was found. As we continued lower down we stopped at a 

convenient picnic site with cable drum ‘table’ and fresh spring water. With lunch completed, we walked from 

there through the hot scrubby habitat. A few Lulworth Skippers were joined by Marbled Whites to remind us of 

home. As we entered an open area of flowery grassland we came upon a wonderful spectacle of several thousand 

Painted Ladies busy nectaring on the many blooms around us: a sight rarely encountered and presumably the 

result of an active egg-laying occurrence of a previous generation of butterflies. Rather overshadowed were 

several Scarce Swallowtails avidly feeding and allowing close approaches. At ground level good numbers of 

Lesser Spotted Fritillaries were joined by smaller numbers of the usually commoner Spotted Fritillary. 

 

We then began the return journey over the mountain with a final stop at one of the ski stations near the summit 

region for the last walk of the day. Our target here was Blue Argus, which we found in close proximity to its host 

plant Geranium subcaulescens, being somewhat masked by numerous Common Blues, likewise found by their host 

plant Lotus corniculatus. 

Day 7 Friday 24th June 

We had an earlier start today in order to beat the crowds and the worst of the heat for our visit to the 

archaeological site of Delphi with its world famous ruins and temples. With the current regime of heavy 

strimming within the site there are far fewer butterflies to be seen. This was compensated not only by the glory 

of the historic site itself, but also by several species of desirable and sought after birds which are tame and 

habituated to people, and thus easily observable. These included the ever present and noisy Western Rock 

Nuthatches, Black-eared Wheatear, Sombre Tit, Eurasian Hoopoe and Blue Rock Thrush. We spent an enjoyable 

morning exploring the site before regrouping near the entrance prior to our departure to our next site nearby 

where we hoped to find Europe’s smallest butterfly, the Grass Jewel. As the group assembled we were surprised 

to spot our target butterfly flying among the crowds and ruins on a nearby wall and grassy hollow! This 

somewhat pre-empted our next stop, although not everyone had managed to spot this individual. 

 

Once we had moved on the short distance into an area of rough agricultural orchards, the spot did not look too 

exciting. After a quick briefing on what to look out for, we began a slow walk up a nearby weed-lined track. 

Once more, we were lucky with the discovery of two or three Grass Jewels resting on the stems by the track after 

no more than a minute of minute looking! Luckily they spent some time resting which allowed everyone a good 

view since once they fly, being so small, it is incredibly easy to lose track of them. With conditions at this lower 

south-facing level becoming uncomfortably hot, it was a relief to find our target so quickly and then be able to 

drive on up to higher, and cooler, conditions for lunch.  
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Our picnic spot was among the forest zone with open grassy meadows within. Once fed and refreshed, we had a 

short walk to explore. Among the now familiar commoner species found were a couple of confidently identified 

Idas Blues and a second Persian Skipper. 

 

Next we drove up to some of the highest areas reachable by car. We got out to have a scan and a short walk to 

look for the higher altitude birds found here. Unfortunately it was incredibly windy, making it hard to stand let 

alone hear and find any birds! So we abandoned this plan and moved on to explore one of the sinkhole dolmen 

in the limestone mountain. Within, we were sheltered from the wind in warm and comfortable conditions. 

Butterflies similarly were here taking shelter in this special microclimate. A couple of Clouded Apollos were 

present, of which one female was carrying the sphragis ‘chastity belt’ exuded onto her sexual parts by a male after 

mating. Also present were a couple of the stunning rich-orange Greek Clouded Yellows. Skippers, which up until 

now on this year’s trip had been remarkably scarce, were represented by at least four species that included 

Oriental Marbled and Mallow Skippers. Of the blues, the standouts were another Turquoise Blue and Escher’s 

Blue. 

Day 8 Saturday 25th June 

For our last day we began with a walk along the escarpment looking down on Delphi and the Gulf of Corinth 

below. This is a walk that usually is very productive for several interesting open country butterflies plus some 

excellent birding. Unfortunately the strong winds of the previous day were still with us, and the walk proved to 

be something of an endurance test in the buffeting conditions. Needless to say butterflies were rather thin on the 

ground! The views were still excellent as we made the best of it before returning to the hotel, prior to a last lunch 

in town before we were due to head for the airport.  

 

Unfortunately we then received news of our flight cancellation! It was then deemed wise to head immediately to 

the airport and hopefully arrange transport home by some means, skipping lunch in the process. This plan 

proved wise, as on arrival in Athens we were well ahead of our scheduled flight time, getting us ahead of the 

queue of other stranded passengers and straight onto an alternative flight home via Amsterdam, arriving a little 

ahead of our previously expected time! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      June 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon   2 1   1 3   
 

2 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius     1     10 6 
 

3 Clouded Apollo Parnassius mnemosyne   6         2 
 

4 Black-veined White Aporia crataegi   6     2     
 

5 Large White Pieris brassicae           
 

6 Small White Pieris rapae           
 

7 Mountain Small White Pieris ergane   6 1        
 

8 Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa         1     
 

9 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea         
 

10 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea var. helice       1   1 
 

11 Greek Clouded Yellow Colias aurorina    2   2     3 
 

12 Berger's Clouded Yellow Colias alfacariensis             
 

13 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni          
 

14 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra   2 1 1   2   
 

15 Powdered Brimstone Gonepteryx farinosa     1         
 

16 Wood White Leptidea sinapis   1 2         
 

17 Purple Hairstreak Favonius quercus       2       
 

18 Sloe Hairstreak Satyrium acaciae   1          
 

19 Ilex Hairstreak Satyrium ilicis         2   
 

20 White-letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album              
 

21 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas           1 1 
 

22 Grecian Copper Lycaena ottomana   1 6 2 5     
 

23 Sooty Copper Lycaena tityrus         1     
 

24 Geranium Bronze Cacyreus marshalli           2   
 

25 Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus     1     1   
 

26 Lang's Short-tailed Blue Leptotes pirithous         2     
 

27 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus         1 2   
 

28 Odd-spot Blue Turanana taygetica    4           
 

29 Bavius Blue Pseudophilotes bavius   1           
 

30 Grass Jewel Chilades trochylus             4 
 

31 Eastern Zephyr Blue Plebejus pylaon          2 
 

32 Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus       2 1  
 

33 Idas Blue Plebejus idas             2 
 

34 Brown Argus Aricia agestis   6     1     
 

35 Blue Argus Aricia anteros           4   
 

36 (Greek) Mazarine Blue Cyaniris semiargus helena   2   1       
 

37 Ripart’s Anomalous Blue Polyommatus ripartii       2 1     
 

38 Chelmos Blue Polyommatus iphigenia   1           
 

39 Escher's Blue Polyommatus escheri   2 2     1 2 
 

40 Chapmans Blue Polyommatus thersites           1   
 

41 Amanda's Blue Polyommatus amandus              
 

42 Turquoise Blue Polyommatus dorylas     1 1     1 
 

43 Adonis Blue Polyommatus bellargus   6         
 

44 Meleager’s Blue Polyommatus daphnis         1     
 

45 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus         
 

46 Nettle Tree Butterfly Libythea celtis   2 4         
 

47 Southern White Admiral Limentis reducta     3   1 6   
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

48 Camberwell Beauty Nymphalis antiopa   1 1 3       
 

49 Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychloros            
 

50 Peacock Aglais io   1           
 

51 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta       1       
 

52 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui   1 2      
 

53 Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae   1           
 

54 Comma Polygonia c-album   3           
 

55 Southern Comma Polygonia egea         1 1   
 

56 Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia   1 6 1 12 8 2 
 

57 Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja       8       
 

58 Niobe Fritillary Argynnis niobe           6   
 

59 Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia   1   3       
 

60 Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne     2         
 

61 Glanville Fritillary Melitaea cinxia   1 1 1       
 

62 Spotted Fritillary Melitaea didyma   3 4 4   4   
 

63 Lesser Spotted Fritillary Melitaea trivia           6   
 

64 Heath Fritillary Melitaea athalia           6   
 

65 Marbled White Melanargia galathea              
 

66 Balkan Marbled White Melanargia larissa   3      
 

67 Woodland Grayling Hipparchia fagi     2         
 

68 Delattin's Grayling Hipparchia volgensis     2         
 

69 Freyer’s Grayling Hipparchia fatua         4     
 

70 Great Sooty Satyr Satyrus ferula     2         
 

71 Great Banded Grayling Brintesia circe   1       
 

72 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina   6      
 

73 Oriental Meadow Brown Hyponephele lupina           1   
 

74 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus   4 2 10 4 6 2 
 

75 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria     2         
 

76 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera   1     1 1 4 
 

77 Large Wall Brown Lasiommata maera   3   2 1 6   
 

78 Lattice Brown Kirinia roxelana     6         
 

79 Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae   1           
 

80 Hungarian Skipper Spialia orbifer           1   
 

81 Persian Skipper Spialia phlomidis       1   1   
 

82 Mallow Skipper Carcharodus alceae         1   1 
 

83 Oriental Marbled Skipper Carcharodus orientalis     1 1     2 
 

84 Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages   4 1        
 

85 Lulworth Skipper Thymelicus acteon           2   
 

86 Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola             
 

87 Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris         1 
 

88 Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus             
 

Birds                 

 1 Northern Goshawk Accipter gentilis       1         

2 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo         1 3 1   

3 Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus     2   1       

4 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus         2   1   

5 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus       2         

6 Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus       H         

7 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis             

8 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia (feral)         
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

9 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto           

10 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus             1   

11 Common Swift  Apus apus            

12 Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus               

13 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops             1   

14 European Green Woodpecker Picus viridus   1   1   H H   

15 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos medius     1 3 3       

16 Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio   6    3 2     

17 Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator         5       

18 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius           

19 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica              

20 Alpine Chough  Pyrrhocorax graculus           10 2   

21 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula               

22 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix   6       

23 Sombre Tit  Poecile lugubris             3   

24 Great Tit  Parus major   6          

25 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   1            

26 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata                

27 Woodlark  Lullula arborea   H   4         

28 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica         

29 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris 2               

30 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum         

31 Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica            

32 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti   H H 3   H     

33 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   H 1 6   H     

34 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis   2   H         

35 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca   H   H         

36 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala     H           

37 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea     1           

38 Western Rock Nuthatch  Sitta neumayer         H   4 1 

39 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula    H         

40 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus   3   1   3 2   

41 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula       H         

42 Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos   H H H         

43 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros           4 1   

44 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   4   2         

45 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   8   6   12     

46 Black-eared Wheatear  Oenanthe hispanica             2   

47 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius             1   

48 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata             1   

49 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus         

50 Dunnock  Prunella modularis             H   

51 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea     2 2         

52 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba   1   2 2 2     

53 Tawny Pipit  Anthus campestris   3       1     

54 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs            

55 European Serin  Serinus serinus             

56 European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris             

57 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis           

58 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina               

59 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra       8         
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

60 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra   4   6         

61 Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia   1   3   3 H   

62 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus   H 3 2   H H   

Dragonflies & Damselflies 

Banded Demoiselle ,  Calopteryx splendens Beautiful Demoiselle ,  Calopteryx virgo 

Blue Featherleg ,  Platycnemis pennipes Blue-eyed Hawker ,  Aeshna affinis 

Greek Goldenring ,  Cordulegaster helladica Southern Skimmer ,  Orthetrum brunneum 

Reptiles & Amphibians 

Greek Marsh Frog ,  Rana balcanica Hermann's Tortoise ,  Testudo hermanni 

Turkish Gecko ,  Hemidactylus turcicus Common Wall Lizard ,  Podarcis muralis 

Balkan Wall Lizard ,  Podarcis taurica Peloponnese Wall Lizard ,  Podarcis peloponnesiaca 

Balkan Grass Snake,  Natrix natrix persa  

 


