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Tour participants: Philip Thompson (leader) with seven Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Saturday 16th June 

After flying from the UK, we arrived safely on time into Athens where we gathered together. Next, after a little 

confusion, we managed to rendezvous with the minibus representative and were led to our vehicle. We were 

then soon on our way on the motorway, skirting the city and heading west towards Corinth. We pulled off at 

Isthmia to stretch our legs, have a coffee or ice cream and admire the engineering wonder of the Corinth Canal. 

The sheer sides of the cutting through the rocks of the very narrow channel were quite a sight! A Blue Rock 

Thrush was spotted landing on the rough rock face of the canal walls as we waited to see if there were any 

passing ships. Butterflies at this stage were few to zero, but we could at least enjoy the scenery and expect plenty 

to come in the trip ahead. 

 

Moving on, we next turned north-west to head alongside the western flank of the Gulf of Corinth on the now 

finally completed upgraded motorway of the E65. This made for a much less stressful, rapid and relaxing drive. 

It was not too long before we reached the turn-off towards Kalavrita that headed south into the mountains. The 

road here became much narrower and increasingly tortuous, but passed through some delightful scenery. Having 

reached Kalavrita, we were soon checked into our comfortable rooms before heading out to dinner at a local 

taverna for our first typical Greek meal of mixed starters followed by a huge main course! 

Day 2 Sunday 17th June 

The weather on this first full day did not dawn too wonderfully, with cloud and rain forecast. We nonetheless 

optimistically headed up towards the high mountain areas in the hope that things may brighten. 

 

We stopped on the way up to take a short walk through an area of open forest with grassy meadows to see what 

butterflies we could find as the day began to warm. The first butterflies recorded were several Balkan Marbled 

Whites avidly feeding on the surrounding flowers that allowed a close approach to discern the relevant 

identification features. As we slowly walked along the forest track we began to add several more species of note 

that included Spotted Fritillary, Great Banded Grayling and Chapman’s Blue.  

 

With the day a little warmer but still cloudy, we made our way back to the vehicle to drive on up to the meadows 

below the summit of Mount Chelmos. Our first stop was in the vast and abandoned car park of the Ski Centre, 

where we disembarked and took a walk through the meadows nearby. The most abundant butterflies present 

were the attractive Silver-studded Blues, among which several Brown Argus, Adonis Blue and Common Blues 

were mixed, making for a rather UK-centric selection! Just to highlight that we were in Greece we did find a 

couple of Amanda’s Blues as a non-UK reward. Further butterflies found were still of a familiar kind to home, 

and wanting to try to make the most of our cloudy weather with sunny breaks, we opted to move on and explore 

further areas.  

 

It was clearly apparent this year that there had been plentiful rain before our visit (as well as during it!) making 

any stops at leaking water troughs, that are usually such a feature of this trip, a rather pointless exercise as they 

were bereft of butterflies, holding no attraction of damp mud in the normally hot parched environment. We 

made a couple of brief initial stops with no success so headed on to try the steep rocky slope overlooking the 
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Gulf of Corinth, where we hoped for Odd-spot Blue. The weather at this point was touch and go, but we 

pressed on in hope rather than expectation. As we slowly and carefully made our way up the rocky, spiny and 

prickly slope we soon began to find the first examples of the larval host plant of the Odd-spot Blue, Acantholimon 

ulicinum, some of which had just begun flowering. We then patiently waited and scoured the surrounding areas in 

the hope of spotting a territorial male on the lookout for females. We were out of luck, especially as we then 

became enveloped in mist and cloud sweeping up from the gulf over the lip of the ridge on which we were 

searching! The weather did not look good with rain on the way so we retreated to console ourselves with having 

found a few examples of freshly emerged Olive Skippers seen during our foray. 

 

We drove on ahead of the rain to try the plains towards Kleitoria, where there were still some patches of sunlight 

visible! We pulled over at the start of a likely looking dirt track to explore the meadows. This paid off well with a 

number of good finds before the wind and rain caught up with us. A Wood White caught for a close 

examination proved to be of the Eastern species having had a good look at the antennae tips! This was followed 

by a sighting of the rather scarce and thinly distributed Hermit that luckily remained faithful to a small area, 

allowing the group to catch up with the initial discoverer as it rested on the ground. Nearby a single Ilex 

Hairstreak in the Kermes Oak scrub was discovered that was only seen by some. The weather continued to 

deteriorate so we were forced to try lower levels in the hope of some better butterfly conditions. 

 

We drove down to take our lunch by the River Vouraikos below Kalavrita. Refreshed, we took a walk alongside 

the river on the lookout for dragonflies as well as butterflies. Near the bus in patch of open ground with Mallows 

we spotted both Mallow and Oriental Marbled Skippers. We then crossed a rather dilapidated bridge over the 

river, around which multitudes of Beautiful Demoiselles were in constant motion. Making our way along the 

river we were struggling to find much in the depreciating conditions before the light rain that had brought about 

a halt began to fall in torrents, necessitating a dash for the bus. We were forced to sit it out as it cascaded around 

us and streamed off the slopes in rivers. Eventually it eased, allowing a short drive to try another spot where we 

were able to take a short walk alongside the road admiring the flora mainly with few butterflies on the wing. We 

were able to find a few roosting individuals in the grass that allowed an intimate view but we soon decided to 

head for home and relax before another meal in the town. 

Day 3 Monday 18th June 

After our trials with the weather of yesterday we were fortunate in better conditions today that allowed for a 

second attempt at Mount Chelmos. Heading directly to the higher regions, we began with a walk down a scrubby 

valley alongside a stone track that ultimately led to a few spring fed water troughs that then formed a small 

stream that was soon swallowed up into the mountain.  

 

With bright sunny conditions, plenty of butterflies were on the wing as we set out, that once more mainly 

consisted of multitudes of Silver-studded Blues. An initial good find was a Lesser Fiery Copper that performed 

well and remained settled for an extended period, allowing for a close admiration and photographic opportunity. 

A couple of fresh Dark Green Fritillaries patrolled the grassy slopes dotted with Hawthorn, on which a couple of 

Red-backed Shrikes and Rock Buntings were perched. A single Clouded Apollo put in an appearance as we 

slowly made our way down the ravine. Reaching the water troughs, a few skippers and blues were present of 

familiar species, but also included a number of Chapman’s Blues. Among a number of Clouded Yellows a very 
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pale individual was spotted and caught to check its identification. With a good examination in the net before its 

release, it became clear that it was a ‘Helice’ form of Clouded Yellow and not Berger’s as initially thought.  

 

Retracing our steps, we drove a short distance further to try another gulley leading to more troughs. On the drive 

we were very fortunate to spot a couple of stunning Common (previously called Rufous-tailed) Rock Thrushes 

flying and perching ahead of the vehicle, and subsequently spotting a family party to admire on the slopes above 

where we parked. From our new walk we continued to find a similar mix of species as before, although it was 

still nonetheless enjoyable in these quiet and peaceful conditions to enjoy the spectacle of plentiful butterflies on 

the wing.  

 

Returning to the vehicle things suddenly got very exciting when a photograph of an unusual butterfly was 

proclaimed as a Chelmos Blue, and after a frantic ‘where did you see that’ interrogation, the roadside edge was 

then scoured in earnest by the group, during which a few examples of Onobrychis alba, the larval host plant of 

Chelmos Blue, were found. With hope beginning to fade of refinding this iconic species, we were suddenly 

delighted to spot an individual perched in the gravelly roadside. Over the next half an hour we all got a good 

view of this individual that occasionally would fly off and vanish, only to magically reappear nearby alongside the 

many Silver-studded and Common Blues present. A second individual was seen by some of the group who had 

taken the option of walking to our next stop. 

 

Elated, most of the group opted to drive on to return to the Odd-spot Blue site to eat our lunch and were now 

hopeful of success on a second attempt. Repeating our prior scramble to the rocky zone containing the 

Acantholimon we were rewarded, after another patient search, with spotting a male. After a frantic scramble to 

the area where this individual was seen, it was some time before we could relocate it and all those that had 

braved the tricky climb could admire and photograph this little gem. Being so small and rapid, it flew up from 

the large boulders a couple of times to be lost to sight as it moved so rapidly before patience was needed to pick 

it up again. As we spent further time in the area we found a further male and a female ovipositing on the 

Acantholimon flower heads. 

 

With the warm glow of success spreading through the group we drove on to try elsewhere, only to come to a 

rapid stop when an ‘interesting’ Grayling flew up from the roadside to resettle nearby. By great good fortune we 

were able to find this individual settled among the gravel and sparse vegetation at the roadside, relying on its 

cryptic underside markings for camouflage. After a careful approach and viewing, the hunch proved correct and 

this turned out after careful consideration to be a Woodland Grayling. 

 

A final stop was taken to check one of our usual water troughs, rather in hope than expectation of fresh finds. 

The lush green meadow made it clear that damp mud would not be at a premium and we settled for more of the 

same in the way of butterflies with only small numbers present. 

Day 4 Tuesday 19th June 

Today was spent exploring the habitats around and below the town of Kalavrita that hold several new and 

different species. Our first port of call was alongside the road to the monastery of Agia Lavra. This rather 

unprepossessing spot generally is very reliable for a couple of species, as it proved to be again on this occasion. 

Almost our first butterfly was one of our target species with the sighting of a large ‘brown’ flying among the 
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branches and foliage of the surrounding trees. Once settled we could admire our first Lattice Brown, 

characteristically perched on the trunk in the shade of the canopy. Further Balkan Marbled Whites and Great 

Banded Graylings flitted at lower levels among the dried grasses and remaining flowers. Our attentions shifted to 

the higher levels of the thick evergreen Kermes Oaks, Quercus coccifera that fringed the area. Here we were in luck, 

with firstly a fine Purple Hairstreak, followed by several Ilex Hairstreaks. Both species kept among the upper 

reaches of the trees preventing us from having any eye-level views, but the group nonetheless was happy with the 

views obtained.  

 

Moving on once more we continued up to the monastery. Once parked, we soon began to make some exciting 

finds on the flowering clematis, brambles and low herbaceous plants. A fantastic early spot was a trio of 

individuals close together on some fruiting cherry consisting of Southern White Admiral, Lattice Brown and 

Great Banded Grayling all within a single photographic frame! Within the monastery gates a small area of rough 

grass held several flowering plants that proved irresistible to several species of butterfly. Well represented were 

the Coppers with good numbers of Grecian joined by a single Lesser Fiery and a couple of Small, all allowing 

close approach for the photographers. Plentiful examples of both Ilex and Sloe Hairstreaks were present 

allowing comparison to be made of this tricky duo. After considerable time spent photographing these early 

identified species a single ‘different’ blue caught the attention, proving to be a Ripart’s Anomalous Blue that also 

obligingly settled in the middle of the tarmac path for its photograph! To complete the tally, a number of 

majestic Silver-washed Fritillaries glided imperiously past among the clematis bushes. 

 

After this great start to the morning we headed back with only a quick stop to check out a rather unfamiliar 

birdsong coming from the roadside. This proved to be an Eastern Subalpine Warbler, sounding somewhat 

different in song to the Western Subalpine Warbler. 

 

Next we revisited the River Vouraikos spot that we had been rained off previously. What a difference some sun 

can make! In comparison to our first visit there were now plenty of butterflies and dragonflies present and active 

throughout the walk. Along the river, among the multitude of Beautiful Demoiselles, were also Banded 

Demoiselles and recently emerged White Featherlegs, many yet to acquire their adult colouration. We were 

fortunate to find a couple of territorial Turkish Clubtails perched inconspicuously on the reeds. Also hard to pick 

up was the rapidly patrolling Greek Goldenring that periodically shot past up and down its stretch of river. The 

butterflies included a number of both Ilex and Sloe Hairstreaks with both Kermes Oak and Blackthorn Prunus 

spinosa present, being the respective larval host plants (LHP).  

 

Reaching a small grassy meadow, we stopped and examined a couple of bushes of Bladder Senna Colutea 

arborescens, the LHP of the stunning Iolas Blue. This is a spot where these few bushes had previously held a small 

colony so we were hopeful of success. Initial excitement was caused by the fluttering shapes around the bushes 

of a number of Long-tailed Blues, but these were clearly too small for our intended targets, attractive as they 

were. After some time a couple of fleeting glimpses of a large elusive blue finally revealed itself to a decent view. 

This male was clearly not hanging around too long and was intent on keeping a close surveillance of the few 

scattered bushes in the area, moving constantly between them. Our luck fully paid off when a female arrived to 

settle and begin egg laying around the base of the emerging flower buds. The resulting hatching caterpillars 

would presumably be just in time to fatten up feeding on the seeds within the inflated pod of the host plant. 
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Hunger was beginning to awaken in the group so we then drove on, up along a narrow mountain road to visit 

the isolated village of Souvardo, where we took our picnic lunch in an idyllic spot beneath the shade of a large 

Oriental Plane on the benches and tables, with a cool clear mountain spring water flowing out from a cistern 

nearby. Once we had finished lunch we then walked on from the picnic site, taking a steadily climbing mountain 

track. Several new discoveries were made along the way starting well with both Turquoise and Meleager’s Blues, 

both found as hoped. Swooping past, a couple of Great Sooty Satyrs made their presence known without settling 

unfortunately. Feeding and settling on the stony tracksides, a couple of handsomely marked Persian Skippers 

were noted. Among the blues, several good examples of Escher’s Blue were found and a final bonus was the 

discovery of a couple of diminutive Eastern Baton Blues that allowed for an extended close admiration as they 

nectared on the trackside flowers. The day was getting pretty hot and with the path starting to climb a little more 

into an area of thick forest with less chance of butterflies, we headed back. 

 

Time allowed for a final walk along another similar track lower down (that was rather embarrassingly missed due 

to talking too much, necessitating a rather arduous about turn and drive back! Ahem). Here our luck failed us 

and the hoped-for Eastern Rock and White Banded Graylings failed to appear, leaving our sole consolation for 

our efforts in the form of an obliging Delattin’s Grayling that sat for its photograph. A cooling drink and freshen 

up at the hotel now beckoned and we headed home. 

Day 5 Wednesday 20th June 

Today was our transfer day to the northern side of the Gulf of Corinth and the Greek mainland, where we 

would spend the second part of the tour exploring Mount Parnassos and its environs. 

 

Before we set out we had time for one final walk from Kalavrita down to the river and a short way into the 

surrounding hills. Butterfly numbers remained low until we had crossed the river when we spotted our first 

Eastern Bath Whites rapidly patrolling the weedy fallow fields, joined by a few Great Banded Graylings. Having 

passed a couple of orchards and smallholdings (complete with noisy dogs!) we reached an area of open grassy 

scrub with a few large Hawthorns covered in flowering Clematis. A few Common Swallowtails were nectaring in 

the short grassy field alongside Eastern Bath Whites. The Clematis had attracted several Grecian Coppers, Purple 

and Ilex Hairstreaks, Southern White Admiral and Silver-washed Fritillary. A brief appearance of a Woodland 

Grayling that settled for a spell on the track was only seen by a few. We soon ran out of time and began our 

return, noting a pair of Short-toed Snake Eagles above the hills as we went. Nearing the river we picked up a pair 

of Middle Spotted Woodpeckers flying among the large cherry trees ahead. 

 

Back at the hotel we loaded up, made our farewells and headed back down to the coast, where we headed west 

towards Patras. It was a pleasure to drive on the brand new dual carriageway to reach Rio, where we turned off 

and crossed the spectacular newish bridge (opened 2004), one of the world’s longest multi-span cable-stayed 

designs. A coffee break was taken once across with a chance to stretch our legs and enjoy the view of the bridge.  

 

Refreshed, we drove on towards our next stop at the coastal village of Galaxidi. Here we initially made a short 

foray into the hot dry pine woodland alongside the harbour in search of Freyer’s Grayling. This was 

accomplished in double quick time with a couple of individuals found flying between the trees, to then land and 

perch characteristically on the main trunks. A skulking Sardinian Warbler was picked up hiding within a patch of 

prickly pear cactus before we headed across to the opposite side of the harbour. Having chosen a suitable 
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restaurant from the many, we sat down and ordered a splendid seafood lunch of fresh produce caught and 

landed within metres! 

 

Replete, we made the final leg of the transfer in good time, arriving in Delphi where we checked into our rooms 

with time left for a short walk. We set out through the town where our first Southern Comma delayed progress 

for a while, before picking up the start of the ancient footpath leading from Delphi to Kirra on the coast. We 

only walked a very tiny section of this route, mainly as we were preoccupied with looking for butterflies and 

secondly it was really hot! We did find a couple of Lesser Spotted Fritillaries among a few common species 

before heat and thirst drove us back to the shelter of the hotel to freshen up before dinner. 

Day 6 Thursday 21st June 

Unfortunately the cloudy, dull and rain-threatening weather had reappeared, which did not bode well for finding 

butterflies. We set out from Delphi up onto the Omalos plateau, where we stopped at the far edge to check out a 

large patch of flowering brambles that are usually very reliable for attracting a range of species. Not on this 

occasion though! An almost butterfly-free zone here. With a degree of mild panic and pondering what to do for 

the day, we continued upwards, all the while hoping the weather would improve. 

 

Our next stop was a large forest-fringed meadow, which also is usually a reliable stop. Things looked up 

somewhat as a Black Woodpecker flew across the road and landed on a trunk right in front of us as we were 

pulling in to park. Once we had stopped and disembarked we couldn’t locate the bird, but during the morning 

we heard two birds on a couple of occasions and also were fortunate in getting a couple of great views of one of 

the birds. Our walk out into the meadow was initially enlivened by the presence of the very attractive Gladiolus 

imbricatus that was plentiful in flower within the damp sections. Ever so slowly the day imperceptibly was 

warming and amazingly a few clear patches of sky began to appear. With it the butterflies also began to make 

themselves visible. The first to stir were Heath Fritillaries and both Greek and Common Clouded Yellows. 

Another Spotted Fritillary was found warming itself on the grass stems in a similar manner to the Heath 

Fritillaries, resulting in some excellent photographic opportunities. After progressively adding a number of more 

regular species, a copper was found and hastily identified as Small Copper. Luckily the sharp eyes of group 

members continued to examine this individual with the result that it was then correctly identified as a female 

Sooty Copper!  

 

With spirits now raised alongside the appearance of sunshine, the early plans to return to lower levels were 

forgotten, and we drove on over to the northern side of the Mount Parnassos massif to drop down via 

numerous switchbacks to a convenient picnic spot with table, shade and tap with fresh water. Here a little light 

butterflying was carried out while lunch was prepared, during which both Amanada’s and Meleager’s Blues 

obligingly spent some time settled nearby for the group to enjoy. Once we had cleared the table we then set to 

with some serious investigation of what the spot had to offer! The obvious early additions were the many 

Common Marbled Whites joined by a mix of skippers. After some patient observation we deciphered those 

present as Lulworth, Large and Persian Skippers and notably a Hungarian Skipper. Walking through an area of 

short trees and Cistus scrub, the area opened out to open grassland through which numerous butterflies were 

now on the wing. The sighting of a puzzling large mid-brown butterfly raised excitement with two ocelli on the 

forewing, not unlike a huge Meadow Brown. This was resolved to be a female Great Sooty Satyr and clearly a lot 
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paler than the highly distinctive very dark males that are more usually sighted. After spending some time enjoying 

the spectacle in the now warm sunshine, we retraced our steps to drive back up the mountain. 

 

We took a stop on the way up to investigate the roadsides that contained plentiful Red Valerian, Centranthus rubra 

alongside several other flowering plants. These patches drew in a varied mix of species including our main target 

of Niobe Fritillary, of which we spotted a couple of individuals. Another new species for the trip were several 

Large Wall Browns among a mix of commoner species. 

 

Our final stop was high up at one of the ski stations. From the large empty car park we took a rather rough rocky 

track down a gulley to reach an area of level grassland. Here, among several notable Balkan plants, we found 

Geranium subcaulescens with its bright magenta flowers. This is the LHP for the Blue Argus. Unfortunately also 

growing here was plentiful Lotus corniculatus, the LHP of Common Blue. Thus we had both species present mixed 

together. Luckily despite the similar undersides, the male Blue Argus upperside resembles a small Chalk-hill Blue 

and when seen in flight is clearly a paler silvery-sky blue than the Common Blue. So we successfully picked out a 

number of individuals to admire and photograph. With this success under our belts we headed home. 

Day 7 Friday 22nd June 

The majority of the morning was spent visiting the historic archaeological site of Delphi. We arrived early to 

avoid the crowds and the heat of the day, and then were free to explore individually. Notwithstanding the 

spectacle of this, one of the most famous sites in Greece, there are also several interesting birds and butterflies to 

be seen within the confines of the area. Birds are very habituated to the many human visitors and go about their 

business undisturbed. Most prominently and unmissable were numerous Western Rock Nuthatches that brazenly 

hopped around the ruins. Rather less obtrusive were Hoopoe, Black-eared Wheatear, Woodchat Shrike and 

Spotted Flycatcher. The butterflies were rather fewer with the most notable addition being Kreuper’s Small 

White, unfortunately only seen by the group leader.  

 

Having spent a couple of hours exploration, the group reformed near the entrance from where we reboarded the 

minibus to drive a short distance to a less attractive site of hot, weedy rough grassland among orchards. Here we 

all spread out to scour the area for Grass Jewel, the smallest European butterfly. Unfortunately we all either 

should have gone to Specsavers, or were just out of luck this year since we failed to detect this tiny little insect. 

 

Undaunted, we drove back up to the higher reaches of Mount Parnassos. We stopped once more at the large 

bramble patch from yesterday and it was soon apparent what a difference some sun and warmth can make to 

looking for butterflies! This time we were to find numerous species and numbers with notable additions of 

Oriental Meadow Brown and White-letter Hairstreak. Nearby on the roadside a Cardinal was found and 

photographed. 

 

Our next destination was a meadow within open pine forest where we stopped for lunch, during which another 

Amanda’s Blue was found. Once we had finished eating we walked down into the meadow to see what could be 

found. Several species of skipper and numerous Silver-studded and Common Blues were present. It was only 

after much careful scanning that we finally picked out a single Idas Blue, superficially very similar to the Silver-

studded relatives.  
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For our final stop of the day we drove up a rough stony track to another ski centre, looking very forlorn and 

seemingly abandoned at this time of year. Weather issues once more came to the fore with a blustery heavy 

shower passing through on our arrival. We sat it out in the vehicle as there looked to be clear sky behind the 

front. Our patience paid off as the storm passed, followed by another short spell of rain, and the sun then broke 

out and magically the butterflies appeared with it. We took a walk down into one of the sunken dolmens that 

pepper this summit area to explore the microclimate within that protected a number of butterflies from the harsh 

conditions at this altitude. The most notable and obvious species were several Clouded Apollos that rose from 

the grasses with the sun. Also present were Greek Clouded Yellows, Eastern Zephry Blue and Heath Fritillary. 

We then carefully climbed out and back to the vehicle to drive home and end a successful day. 

Day 8 Saturday 23rd June 

Our homeward flight time left no opportunity for further explorations. We had a leisurely breakfast, loaded and 

boarded the minibus and drove directly to Athens, a journey of nearly three hours, where we arrived in good 

time to check in for our flight back to the UK. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hermit Greek Clouded Yellow 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Butterflies (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      June 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

    Papilionidae                 

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon   1     6   2  

2 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius       2 6 3 4   

3 Clouded Apollo Parnassius mnemosyne     1     1 20   

    Pieridae                 

4 Black-veined White Aporia crataegi   12    1     

5 Large White Pieris brassicae              

6 Small White Pieris rapae   3 1      

7 Mountain Small White Pieris ergane     1           

8 Krueper's Small White Pieris krueperi             1LO   

9 Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa         12 4 2   

10 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea   10       

10a Clouded Yellow Colias crocea var. helice     6 1   2 1   

11 Greek Clouded Yellow Colias aurorina           6 4   

12 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni     1 2   1 2   

13 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra       1   1 1   

14 Wood White Leptidea sinapis           1 1   

15 Eastern Wood White Leptidea duponcheli   1             

    Lycaenidae                 

16 Purple Hairstreak Favonius quercus       3 1       

17 Sloe Hairstreak Satyrium acaciae            1   

18 Ilex Hairstreak Satyrium ilicis   1       2   

19 White-letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album             6   

20 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas       2 2 1 2   

21 Grecian Copper Lycaena ottomana       12 8       

22 Sooty Copper Lycaena tityrus           1     

23 Purple-shot Copper Lycaena alciphron           1     

24 Lesser Fiery Copper Lycaena thersamon     1 1         

25 Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus       6         

26 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus   1   1 1 1 1   

27 Odd-spot Blue Turanana taygetica     3           

28 Iolas Blue Iolana iolas       2         

29 Eastern Baton Blue Pseudophilotes vicrama       3         

30 Balkan Zephyr Blue Plebejus sephirus   4 2           

31 Eastern Zephyr Blue Plebejus pylaon subsp. brethertoni             2   

32 Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus         3 2   

33 Idas Blue Plebejus idas             1   

34 Brown Argus Aricia agestis   15 2       

35 Blue Argus Aricia anteros           5     

36 Ripart’s Anomalous Blue Polyommatus ripartii       5         

37 Chelmos Blue Polyommatus iphigenia     2           

38 Escher's Blue Polyommatus escheri   1 1 6         

39 Chapman's Blue Polyommatus thersites   6   2       

40 Amanda's Blue Polyommatus amandus   2       3 1   

41 Turquoise Blue Polyommatus dorylas       4         

42 Adonis Blue Polyommatus bellargus   2       1 3   

43 Meleager’s Blue Polyommatus daphnis       2   2     
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44 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus           

    Nymphalidae                 

45 Southern White Admiral Limentis reducta       2 2 5 2   

46 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta       1         

47 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui     3   2 6 2   

48 Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae     1   1 1     

49 Comma Polygonia c-album   1   1   2     

50 Southern Comma Polygonia egea         1   1   

51 Cardinal Argynnis pandora             1   

52 Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia   1   5 6 2     

53 Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja     2           

54 Niobe Fritillary Argynnis niobe           2     

55 Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia           3     

56 Spotted Fritillary Melitaea didyma   1       3 1   

57 Lesser Spotted Fritillary Melitaea trivia         2 6 1   

58 Heath Fritillary Melitaea athalia            1   

    Satyridae                 

59 Marbled White Melanargia galathea               

60 Balkan Marbled White Melanargia larissa          

61 Hermit Chazara briseis   1             

62 Woodland Grayling Hipparchia fagi     1   1       

63 Delattin's Grayling Hipparchia volgensis       1         

64 Tree Grayling Hipparchia statilinus           1     

65 Freyer’s Grayling Hipparchia fatua         1   4   

66 Great Sooty Satyr Satyrus ferula       3   2     

67 Great Banded Grayling Brintesia circe   20     12   

68 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina            

69 Oriental Meadow Brown Hyponephele lupina       1     1   

70 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus   6    2     

71 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria       1         

72 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera     4   1 8 3   

73 Large Wall Brown Lasiommata maera           4 1   

74 Lattice Brown Kirinia roxelana       3   1     

    Hesperiidae                 

75 Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae     1           

76 Oberthur's Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus amoricanus     1       1   

77 Olive Skipper Pyrgus serratulae    2 3       1   

78 Hungarian Skipper Spialia orbifer           2     

79 Persian Skipper Spialia phlomidis       6   1 1   

80 Mallow Skipper Carcharodus alceae   1   1 3 1 4   

81 Oriental Marbled Skipper Carcharodus orientalis   1             

82 Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages     4           

83 Lulworth Skipper Thymelicus acteon           4     

84 Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola                

85 Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris           

86 Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus       1   3     

           

           

Birds (H = heard only)                   
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1 Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus         2 3 1   

2 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo         1       

3 Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus   3 1           

4 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   1   1   1 3   

5 Eurasian Hobby  Falco subbuteo     2           

6 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis         1    

7 Rock Dove  Columba livia             

8 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus                

9 European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur         4       

10 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto  6         

11 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus     H           

12 Eurasian Scops Owl  Otus scops H H H H         

13 Common Swift  Apus apus         

14 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops           H 1   

15 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius           2     

16 European Green Woodpecker Picus viridus   H   1     H   

17 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocoptes medius       H 2 1     

18 Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio   6 6           

19 Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator             1   

20 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius   3 1      

21 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica             

22 Alpine Chough  Pyrrhocorax graculus           20 50   

23 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula                

24 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix          

25 Northern Raven  Corvus corax       4         

26 Sombre Tit  Poecile lugubris 1               

27 Coal Tit  Periparus ater           3    

28 Great Tit  Parus major       1 6      

29 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata         1      

30 Woodlark  Lullula arborea   6 4     H     

31 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica         

32 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris   2     4 2     

33 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum         

34 Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica         4   

35 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti   H   1 1       

36 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   H   H H       

37 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis   3 4           

38 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca   H             

39 Eastern Subalpine Warbler  Sylvia cantillans subsp. albistriata   H   1     H   

40 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala         1       

41 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla   H             

42 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes     1 H   H     

43 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea 2 H     2 H     

44 Western Rock Nuthatch  Sitta neumayer         2 1  H 

45 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula       2    

46 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus           6     

47 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   H 1 H     H   

48 Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos 1 H   H H H     

49 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros           1 2   

50 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   6 10     5     

51 Black-eared Wheatear  Oenanthe hispanica             2   
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52 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius 1               

53 Common Rock Thrush  Monticola saxatilis     4           

54 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata   H   2 1   1   

55 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus            

56 Dunnock  Prunella modularis             H   

57 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   1 1           

58 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba       1         

59 Tawny Pipit  Anthus campestris   1 3       1   

60 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs        H   

61 European Serin  Serinus serinus              

62 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris   3            

63 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis           

64 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   6        

65 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra   1 6     H     

66 Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia   1 2           

67 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus   3 1 2   H 4   

Dragonflies (H = heard only) 

Banded Demoiselle, Calopteryx splendens Beautiful Demoiselle, Calopteryx virgo 

Greek Red Damsel, Pyrrhosoma elisabethae Blue Featherleg, Platycnemis pennipes 

Blue-eyed Hawker, Aeshna affinis Turkish Clubtail, Gomphus schneiderii 

Greek Goldenring, Cordulegaster helladica Common Darter, Sympetrum striolatum 

Southern Darter, Sympetrum meridionale  

Reptiles & Amphibians 

Balkan Stream Frog, Rana graeca Marginated Tortoise, Testudo marginata 

Green Lizard, Lacerta bilineata Balkan Green Lizard, Lacerta trilineata 

Common Wall Lizard, Podarcis muralis Peloponnese Wall Lizard, Podarcis peloponnesiaca 
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