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Tour participants: Philip Thompson (leader) with seven Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Saturday 6th May 

The tour started with a flight from Gatwick airport. After our arrival in Thessaloniki we had a short wait to 

collect the minibus. Once this was settled we were soon on our way to Lake Kerkini, with the journey taking a 

little over an hour. We checked into our guesthouse in Hrisohorafa and had a light lunch provided by the 

owners.  

 

Once fed and rested we were able to set out to make our first exploration of the area. We began with the short 

drive to the Pumping Station on the eastern side of the lake. We took a short stop here where we discovered the 

nest of a pair of Penduline Tits, allowing us to observe the parents on a number of visits. The reedy ditches and 

scrub held many singing Nightingales, whilst the tall Poplar plantations attracted several Golden Orioles. The 

highlight of our stop was a striking male Levant Sparrowhawk shooting past the group at close range. 

 

We then drove up onto the raised earth embankment around the lake where we soon found numerous European 

Bee-eaters and a smart Lesser Grey Shrike feeding on the sun-warmed banking. We drove slowly in a southerly 

direction, arriving at Lithotopus and the dam overflow. Here we took a short walk to stand on the bridge to 

check the marshy riverbed. A singing Eastern Olivaceous Warbler caught our attention and after a little patience 

the bird showed well among the low bushy trees. A fresh Common Clubtail dragonfly was a first for many of the 

group as it posed in a relaxed manner in the grass. A good mix of birds were feeding and resting in the river 

including Black and White Storks, Great and Little Egrets, Great and Pygmy Cormorants, Spoonbill and 

Dalmatian Pelican.  

 

After this productive first afternoon we returned to the hotel, where we had time to freshen up before having an 

evening meal in one of the local village restaurants. 

Day 2 Sunday 7th May 

We returned to the eastern embankment at the start of our first full day. After stopping once more at the 

Pumping Station where we were able to enjoy a fantastic prolonged view of one of the Penduline Tits perched in 

the open calling from an overhead wire, we drove onto the embankment and slowly drove in a northerly 

direction. Bee-eaters were particularly abundant, being spread along the entire length of our drive and giving 

some wonderful views.  

 

Viewing across the lake towards the drowned forest and the shoreline gave an idea of the multitude and variety 

of birds present. Both Dalmatian and Great White Pelicans took centre stage with a supporting cast of Squacco 

and Black-crowned Night Herons, both species of cormorant, Little Egret and Spoonbill. Hawking for insects 

from the lake surface were good numbers of Whiskered Terns joined by plunge-diving Common Terns. In the 

shallow marshy areas a small number of Black-winged Stilts were feeding. As we drove on we came to an isolated 

large pond at which a very visible Purple Heron and several Squacco Herons were stalking the lily-covered 

fringes.  
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We came to a shady picnic area where we stopped for lunch during which a distant soaring Black Stork was seen, 

joined by a couple of large flocks of effortlessly soaring pelicans.  

 

Our next site visited was a couple of abandoned fish-rearing ponds alongside the River Strimonas. Unfortunately 

the recent lack of rain for many weeks had resulted in the ponds being almost completely dry! A couple of 

Eastern Festoon butterflies made up for the lack of any waterbirds. 

 

We did not linger at the ponds beyond our short walk, but retraced our steps back to Vironia and then drove 

into the mountains to visit the old quarry there. En route a quick stop was taken to admire a couple of male 

Black-headed Buntings on the roadside wires. Whilst out of the vehicle we also picked out a couple of passing 

Honey Buzzards, a single Long-legged Buzzard and another dashing Levant Sparrowhawk! A light rain had 

begun to fall as we arrived at the quarry so we waited by the vehicle to ascertain how things were going to 

develop. As we waited a small group of passage Spotted Flycatchers were spotted in the woodland glades. Our 

decision was made when the rain began to get heavier, so a coffee stop was decided upon back in the village. 

Our wise choice was confirmed with the heavens opening and a torrential rain and hailstorm descending upon us 

as crossed to a café from the vehicle. We enjoyed a coffee as we waited for the storm to abate, which did not last 

too long.  

 

Returning to the quarry, things were decidedly brighter with the sun returning and several good birds seen during 

our walk. The reliable Golden Eagle put in an appearance as it drifted along the forested hillside above us, 

followed a little later by a rather unexpected Osprey climbing high on a thermal to cross the range, presumably 

heading north on migration. Within the quarry a pair of handsome Black-eared Wheatears was overshadowed by 

a singing pair of Masked Shrikes that showed very well from the tops of a couple of nearby trees. 

 

After another excellent day we returned to the hotel before another restaurant meal in the local square. 

Day 3 Monday 8th May 

We spent the day away from the lake, exploring various rocky and hilly areas in the surrounding area. We began 

by heading east towards Sidirokastro where we headed to the hills behind the town. Our first stop was at an old 

abandoned quarry where it did not take long after having got out of the vehicle before we had found a couple of 

Blue Rock Thrushes and Black-eared Wheatears singing from the cliffs above us. Among numerous Red-rumped 

Swallows using the rock faces to nest, a couple of Crag Martins were picked out. A distantly heard singing 

Ortolan Bunting could not be found, unlike a singing Eastern Subalpine Warbler that was briefly seen in the 

scrub below us.  

 

We next drove a short distance to take a short walk among the Scots Pines Pinus sylvestris woodland leading to a 

dramatic man-made waterfall. This attractive walk produced a number of interesting plants and a pair of Grey 

Wagtails. We then drove on, taking a road with a broad pull-in and seating area where we could scan across to 

the rocky summits of the area we had just been exploring. Some time was spent here watching the distant hills 

and the scrub nearby, resulting in discovering a number of exciting birds. In the nearby areas the highlight was 

two pairs of Masked Shrike competing for territory and chasing each other after spells of singing from 

prominent treetops. Our patience paid off scanning the crags with a pair of Long-legged Buzzards, a ‘Steppe’ 

Buzzard, Griffon Vulture and Alpine Swifts. The discovery of a scarce Iolas Blue butterfly was not unexpected 
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having already noticed the larval host plant Bladder Senna Cotula arborescens nearby. We ate our lunch as we 

enjoyed the attractions of the site.  

 

We then continued to drive in an easterly direction with a couple of stops along the way as we scanned this 

rolling scrub covered rocky hills. A stop by the road to admire a Woodchat Shrike very luckily also produced a 

couple of fleeting views of an Eastern Orphean Warbler. Because we were on a difficult bend in the road we 

couldn’t stop so drove on to another lay-by on a tight hairpin bend. From here we could scan a distant rocky 

summit with a pair of Common Kestrel and Blue Rock Thrush present. Singing nearby was another Eastern 

Subalpine Warbler with a bird flying rapidly into a roadside bush within which we found the nest. We stepped 

back and watched a couple of visits by the adults before returning along or earlier route. This time we were able 

to pull over a little distance from where the Orphean Warbler had been heard singing. We were then able to 

enjoy views of the bird at close quarters even though it still within cover. 

 

Our next stop was after a drive into Sidirokastro town centre where we walked a short distance to scan the rock 

face overlooking the town. We rapidly spotted the Rock Nuthatch nest with an attendant adult bobbing on a 

nearby rock. This deserved a coffee, which we enjoyed sitting in the main square.  

 

For the afternoon we drove on towards the Bulgarian border with a visit to the riparian White Polar Populus alba 

woodland near Promochonas. Our walk into the wood alongside the river was a little curtailed when it became 

apparent the recent rain had caused the river to breach its normal course and spill over to flow along what was 

the footpath, preventing our progress into the wood. Despite the attractive and abundant Beautiful Demoiselles 

present, we were mainly seeking out woodpeckers, in which we drew a blank initially. We did, however, pick out 

a pair of Sombre Tits that the entire group were able to connect with. An elusive Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler 

proved harder for the group, and an unidentified ‘Ficedula’ flycatcher harder still. Walking another section of 

track, we found another pair of masked Shrike close to the road followed by a flyover Middle Spotted 

Woodpecker.  

 

We then set out on the journey back to the lake and our hotel. We still had time to take a pleasant short walk 

along a tree-lined track by some marshes and open fields. Birds were a little quiet by this point in the afternoon, 

but we were kept occupied admiring the many dragonflies and butterflies to be seen. 

 

As a final highlight as we were on the homeward leg passing through open agricultural fields, a small party of 

four Red-footed Falcons were watched as they rested on the ploughed field and overhead wires, allowing a very 

close approach in the vehicle. 

Day 4 Tuesday 9th May 

Our first area of exploration this morning was near Himarros, when we took a dirt track leading past olive 

orchards leading to a small rock face and quarry. Birds were a little elusive but we were ultimately in luck with a 

Lesser Spotted Eagle rising from the forested hills, being harassed by a Common Buzzard to clearly show the 

size and profile differences. As we drove back towards the main road a European Hare was spotted on the track 

causing us to stop, resulting in being spellbound by a large flock of Barn Swallows feeding in tight formation 

over the adjoining field, appearing to be actually picking insects from the grass stems rather than catching them 

in flight. 
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Our next stop was a walk along a forest track on the western side of the lake that led into the Mavrovouni Hills. 

As was the norm in this area, we were able to hear and catch occasional glimpses of both Golden Orioles and 

Nightingales. Rather easier to see and hear were Red-backed, Woodchat and Masked Shrikes and a couple of 

Black-headed Buntings. Common Whitethroats could also be heard singing and giving brief views from nearby, 

although we did not expend too much effort on seeing them, unlike the frustrating and elusive Olive-tree 

Warbler that was heard singing from within the dense canopy of pruned Olive trees. This bird could not be 

teased out to show itself and eventually we had to console ourselves with the shortest of flight views and a brief 

perched pose before moving on. As we walked slowly uphill, a falcon sweeping past was identified as an 

Eleanora’s Falcon that unfortunately only some of the group caught up with. 

 

We soon had to move on to head towards Kerkini village and small harbour, where we had arranged to take a 

boat trip onto the lake. Unfortunately the weather had begun to deteriorate somewhat and had begun to look 

rather inclement. This resulted in changing our plans to reschedule the boat trip later in the week. We ate our 

lunch overlooking the harbour, being entertained by the numerous Common Terns, Squacco Herons and Pygmy 

Cormorants to be seen there. Of course, as we ate the weather grew steadily better with the reappearance of the 

sun and the day turning out to be perfect. We amused ourselves with a visit to a small reed-fringed marsh nearby 

where we connected with a pair of Little Bittern that rather uncharacteristically stood out in plain view on the 

edge of a small wet pool. 

 

We continued around the lake in a clockwise direction with our next stop at Mandraki Harbour. From the 

concrete breakwater we spent some time enjoying the rich and varied selection of water birds for which the lake 

is famous. The full range of herons and egrets were all present with several more Little Bitterns showing very 

well nearby, joined by further Purple and Squacco Herons, Black-crowned Night Herons, egrets, pelicans, terns 

and cormorants. A couple of distant Western Marsh Harriers were typically quartering the reedbeds.  

 

As yesterday, we ended the day with a walk along one of the dirt tracks south of Vironia where we picked up 

some typical farmland birds and numerous dragonflies and invertebrates. 

 

Also as yesterday our return drive took us past the same small group of Red-footed Falcons whose numbers had 

now swelled to seven individuals as our ‘cherry on the cake’ end to our day. 

Day 5 Wednesday 10th May 

As a contrast to the rest of the week, today we climbed high into the mountains and visited the summit region of 

Mount Vrontou, where we encountered a completely different selection of birds, butterflies and mammals.  

 

We took our first stop and walk at the rather simple ski resort of Laillas. We were soon hearing the calls and 

songs of several new birds for the trip. The ski run edged with mature Beech Fagus sylvatica had attracted a couple 

of territorial Tree Pipits to perform their songs and parachute display flights that we enjoyed, whilst admiring a 

couple of late examples of Alpine Squill Scilla bifolia and abundant Viola orphanidis that dotted the grassy slope. As 

we approached a patch of conifer woodland we soon heard the distinctive ‘chipping’ calls of Red Crossbills that 

flew in and began feeding avidly overhead, showering us with their discarded cones. Nearby a singing Lesser 

Whitethroat was spotted within a fallen pine that allowed for some excellent views. Beneath the trees were 

several flowering bunches of Coralroot Cardamine bulbifera, a very rare and localised plant in the UK.  



Greece – Lake Kerkini in Spring Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     June 17 5 
 

We then relocated to an area within the forest and a level track that led out into a viewpoint beneath the rocky 

exposed summit of Mount Vrontou. Chiffchaffs were singing from numerous spots around us with a couple 

picked out. Only those at the head of the group saw the Rock Buntings and Short-toed Treecreepers that did not 

stay with us long. Likewise, a rather shy and retiring singing Firecrest played hard to get and kept shielded within 

the pines. The local Crested Tits did not disappoint and allowed for some lovely close views. Luckily the 

butterflies present were rather easier for the group to view with a number of new and notable species seen that 

included Northern Wall Brown, Eastern Wood White and Duke of Burgundy. Reaching an open spot where we 

could enjoy the views we rested awhile, during which we picked out the distant calls of a Black Woodpecker that 

remained far below us in the valley and out of sight. We returned to the vehicle and were then surprised to see a 

Tawny Owl flying through the trees. 

 

We drove on to the southern flank of the mountain, a little lower where the forest cover was greatly diminished 

and the resulting open grassy areas were subject to some evidently rather intensive grazing pressure. In these 

open conditions we spotted Stonechat and Northern Wheatear breeding at these cooler higher altitudes. We 

stopped to eat our lunch among some suitable flat rocks that provided some comfortable seating. As we ate it 

was clear that these sun-warmed rocks were ideal habitat for lizards with Green, Balkan Wall and Erhard’s Wall 

Lizards all present basking and, with a careful approach, allowing for some very intimate photography. We took a 

short walk from our lunch spot around a small summit from where we picked out a pair of Red-backed Shrike in 

the grazed bushes. Looking down onto a patch of mown grass alongside a house, a Red Fox ambled into view 

before realising we were present and making a sharp exit, making the third mammal seen on the day having 

already seen Roe Deer and Red Squirrel.  

 

We drove on, slowly dropping back down when the sharp eyes of one of the group picked out a Common 

(Rufous-tailed) Rock Thrush as we passed. A stop was made and we were able to disembark and admire this 

handsome bird, a highlight of any mountain visit and a fitting end to our day. 

Day 6 Thursday 11th May 

We returned to Kerkini to embark on our rescheduled boat trip across the lake. It was a beautiful calm morning 

with a mirror-like surface to the lake as we made our way out from the harbour. The posts of the netting 

breakwater provided perfect perches for the local Common Terns, which in turn gave us unbeatable views of the 

birds as we passed. Once out into open water, it soon became apparent the huge numbers of fish-eating birds 

that use the lake, with large flocks of Great Crested Grebes thinly scattered throughout and huge dense 

accumulations of cormorants and attendant pelicans seeking out shoals of fish.  

 

We headed to the mouth of the river where its waters dispersed into the lake. There was considerable floating 

vegetation nearby, among which a small number of Black-necked Grebes were fishing. It was wonderful to see 

these birds in their breeding finery, in comparison to a UK birder’s usual view of a distant winter plumage bird 

on a cold estuary! Scouring the lake surface, a group of marsh terns was an equal mix of Black and White-winged 

Terns, elegantly picking food as they passed on repeated forays in a favoured area. Similar to the above, it was a 

pleasure to see these stunning birds in full breeding plumage. Next we cruised up close to a now flooded fenced 

tree plantation. The posts here also proved irresistible to the birds that comprised mainly Whiskered Terns and 

Black-headed Gulls, joined by a few immobile Black-crowned Night Herons. With the boat engine cut, we were 

able to drift ever closer for superlative views, with the birds unconcerned by our presence. 
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Next we headed into the Drowned Forest where huge numbers of birds nest and raise their young. This was an 

outstanding experience as, with the boat engine turned off, we silently drifted among the overhanging trees 

bedecked with the noisy activity of the birds going about their parental duties and constant vocalisations of 

begging youngsters. The vast majority of the birds present were Great Cormorants but impressive numbers of 

Pygmy Cormorants that nest lower down and in deeper cover joined their larger relatives. In equally impressive 

numbers were Spoonbill, Little Egret, Squacco Heron and Black-crowned Night Heron, all adding to the 

cacophony and spectacle. With the birds familiarised to boats, we were able to enjoy unparalleled views as we 

watched from only metres away. 

 

Having seen several resting flocks and a few individuals within the forest, we next turned our attention to the 

artificial breeding platforms and islands created for the internationally important population of Dalmatian 

Pelicans. These structures mainly held the youngsters, with the adults away feeding on the lake. We were able to 

approach to a reasonably close distance to observe the activities of the breeding colony. Among the hundreds of 

Dalmatian Pelicans, a small number of Great White Pelicans have now begun to breed, of which we picked out a 

few as we watched.  

 

All too soon our morning’s excursion drew to a close and we headed back to Kerkini where we then ate our 

lunch overlooking the harbour as before.  

 

With the afternoon ahead of us we set out to visit another small artificial irrigation dam and the birds that it held. 

After a journey of about an hour we arrived at this small lake with a couple of large islands created in its centre. 

Numerous butterflies were basking on the raised embankment that mainly comprised Lesser Spotted and 

Eastern Knapweed Fritillaries. Feeding on dragonflies over the lake were a couple of dashing Hobbies that were 

present throughout our visit. The wildfowl of the lake was rather different than Lake Kerkini, with a few 

Gadwall and Shelduck present, but most notably 18 Ferruginous Ducks. Although the birds were a little flighty, 

we did obtain good views through the telescope of these smart russet-coloured birds and were even able to see 

the males white eye! Terns were well represented with a small number of clearly breeding Little and Common 

Terns, joined by all three species of passage marsh terns. In the surrounding area were a number of prominent 

Black-headed Buntings singing whilst overhead a Short-toed Snake Eagle scoured the ground for reptiles. Having 

spent a couple of hours at this very rarely birded area, we headed back in time to relax before dinner. 

Day 7 Friday 12th May 

The day began rather cloudy and a light rain. As a result we opted to pay a quick revisit to the Himarros quarry 

to listen out for any interesting birdlife before we headed around the western shore of the lake and took another 

forest track into the Mavrvouni Hills. We then took an enjoyable and peaceful walk, encountering a range of 

birds, flowers, reptiles and insects as we went. Bird highlights were a couple of Hawfinches and large party of 

Sombre Tits that remained in view alongside the track for some time as they foraged among the trees.  

 

Driving on after this walk, we stopped briefly at a rocky hillside alongside the lake. Above us the begging calls of 

a juvenile Peregrine could be heard and it was soon picked out to admire through the telescope. One of its 

parents, meanwhile, periodically swept over and past its youngster causing an increased volume of begging! 
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We continued north and drove up into the attractive mountainside village of Ano Porroia where we stopped at 

the top of the village to have our picnic lunch at the tables of one of the restaurants, followed by coffee and ice 

cream. We then set out for a short walk through the Oriental Plane Platanus orientalis forest. Beneath the high 

shady canopy it was very quiet and peaceful as we slowly moved along the track. A number of Spotted 

Flycatchers were seen, joined by tits and Chaffinches. An open sunny glade held a Sooty Copper and Eastern 

Spectre to delight the insect fans. Once more we heard the distant calls of a Black Woodpecker; once more to be 

disappointed with it remaining unseen. The woodland floor held an attractive flora including several species of 

orchid, most notable being Dactylorhiza saccifera.  

 

To end the day we returned to the peaceful surroundings of Mandraki harbour where we soaked up the 

atmosphere and enjoyed watching the array of herons, egrets, pelicans, cormorants and terns as they carried out 

their lives around us. A pair of Penduline Tits put on a final show as they fed on the seed heads of a willow 

above us, before we headed back to our guesthouse to freshen up before our final Greek meal.  

Day 8 Saturday 13th May 

Our midday return flight time meant we had time only to pack up, load the vehicle and say our farewells after 

breakfast, before making the return journey to Thessaloniki airport to catch our flight back to the UK. We were 

greeted at the airport by the numerous Pallid Swifts swooping around the terminal buildings. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

Nesting pelicans 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      May 

  Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

1 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor 1     10   6 4   

2 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 2         2     

3 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos 6 6          

4 Gadwall Anas strepera           2     

5 Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca           18     

6 Common Pochard Aythya ferina           20     

7 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis       2   1 1   

8 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 40    500       

9 Black-necked Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis           16     

10 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra 1     1   1 1   

11 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia 12 25 12 30     

12 Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia 9 6   4 1 40 10   

13 Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus       7   1 2   

14 Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax   10   8    3   

15 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides 1 25   20       

16 Great Egret  Ardea albus  1     6   3 2   

17 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 20        

18 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea   1   3     2   

19 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta 1 15   100      

20 Great White Pelican  Pelecanus onocrotalus 40 200   2000       

21 Dalmatian Pelican  Pelecanus crispus 6 200   600 6    

22 Pygmy Cormorant Phalacrocorax pygmeus 6 12   50      

23 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo 10  2 20K     

24 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus     1           

25 Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus   1             

26 Black Kite  Milvus migrans 1         1 1   

27 Short-toed Snake Eagle  Circaetus gallicus           1 1   

28 Booted Eagle Aquila pennata       1   2 2   

29 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus   1   2   1     

30 Levant Sparrowhawk  Accipiter brevipes 1 1     1       

31 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 1 4 6 6 6 6 4   

32 Steppe Buzzard Buteo buteo vulpinus     1           

33 Long-legged Buzzard  Buteo rufinus    1 2           

34 Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus   3         1 2 

35 Lesser Spotted Eagle  Aquila pomarina       2         

36 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos   1             

37 Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni       2         

38 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 6 4 4 4 1 6 2   

39 Red-footed Falcon  Falco vespertinus     4 7         

40 Eleonora's Falcon  Falco eleonorae       1         

41 Hobby Falco subbuteo           2     

42 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus             2   

43 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus 1 10   6   2     

44 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra       50   4    

45 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus   4             

46 Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta           1     

47 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   3             
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

48 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus 1           

49 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis              

50 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo   8   40       

51 Little Tern Sternula albifrons           10     

52 Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybrida   28   2   35     

53 White-winged Tern  Chlidonias leucopterus           8 1   

54 Black Tern  Chlidonias niger           8     

55 Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon Columba livia          

56 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus   6 12       

57 European Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur   2 2 H   3 6   

58 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto         

59 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus 1 3 2 4 H 6 3   

60 Tawny Owl Strix aluco         1       

61 Eurasian Scops Owl  Otus scops           H     

62 Little Owl  Athene noctua   H       2     

63 Alpine Swift  Tachymarptis melba     2           

64 Common Swift  Apus apus 12         3 2   

65 Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus               

66 European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster 8 50 10 6   5 20   

67 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops 1 4 3 H     H   

68 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius         H   H   

69 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos medius     1           

70 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major     2 1 1   H   

71 European Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis     H           

72 Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio   2 2 1 3 2 4   

73 Lesser Grey Shrike  Lanius minor  1 1             

74 Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator     1 1   2 3   

75 Masked Shrike  Lanius nubicus   2 8 4     1   

76 Eurasian Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus 8 8 6 4 2   6   

77 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius   2 6 2 2 4 4   

78 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica 6        

79 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix         

80 Western Jackdaw  Corvus monedula  6 1 9 3 4       

81 Northern Raven  Corvus corax     1   3       

82 Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris     2   1   1   

83 Sombre Tit  Poecile lugubris     2       8   

84 Coal Tit  Periparus ater         3       

85 European Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus         5       

86 Great Tit  Parus major   H    2      

87 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus H             

88 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus   8             

89 Eurasian Penduline Tit  Remiz pendulinus 1 12   3     2   

90 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata          

91 Woodlark  Lullula arborea         4       

92 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia               

93 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica         

94 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris     4   1       

95 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum         

96 Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica   4 8 10 10       

97 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti   H   H   H     

98 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita     2   8       
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

99 Eastern Bonelli's Warbler  Phylloscopus orientalis     1           

100 Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus H 20   10    8   

101 Eurasian Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus       H         

102 Eastern Olivaceous Warbler  Iduna pallida 2 10 2 6   1 2   

103 Olive-tree Warbler  Hippolais olivetorum       1         

104 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   1 6 H H H 6   

105 Lesser Whitethroat  Sylvia curruca         2       

106 Eastern Orphean Warbler  Sylvia crassirostris     1           

107 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis       3 4 1 1   

108 Eastern Subalpine Warbler  Sylvia cantillans     3       2   

109 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla         1       

110 Western Rock Nuthatch  Sitta neumayer     2           

111 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla         1   H   

112 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris         

113 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula   2 6        

114 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos     H           

115 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus         4       

116 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula         H   4   

117 Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos H    H     

118 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola         3       

119 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe         4       

120 Black-eared Wheatear  Oenanthe hispanica   1 5 1     2   

121 Common Rock Thrush  Monticola saxatilis         1       

122 Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius     6           

123 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata   5 3       4   

124 Pied Flycatcher sp. Ficedula sp.?     1           

125 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus         

126 Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis 1 2       1    

127 Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus       2   10     

128 Black-headed Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava feldegg   1   1   1     

129 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea     4           

130 Tawny Pipit  Anthus campestris   1             

131 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis         6       

132 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   H  H       

133 European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris   H            

134 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis 10        1   

135 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina         4 6     

136 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra         10       

137 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes             2   

138 Ortolan Bunting  Emberiza hortulana     H           

139 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus   4 H 2 2 4    

140 Black-headed Bunting  Emberiza melanocephala   3 2 3   6     

141 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra   4 6 8   10    

142 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia         2       

Mammals 

Brown Hare, Lepus europaeus Red Squirrel, Sciuris vulgaris 

Red Fox, Vulpes vulpes Weasel, Mustela nivalis 

Roe Deer, Capreolus capreolus  
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Amphibians & Reptiles 

Greek Marsh Frog, Rana balcanica Tree Frog, Hyla arborea 

Hermann's Tortoise, Tustudo hermanni Spur-thighed Tortoise, Tustudo graeca 

European Pond Terrapin, Emys orbiculris Balkan Terrapin, Mauremys rivulata 

Balkan Green Lizard , Lacerta trilineata Common Green Lizard, Lacerta viridis 

Erhard's Wall Lizard, Podacris erhardii Balkan Wall Lizard, Podacris taurica 

Dice Snake, Natrix tesselata  

Butterflies 

Eastern Festoon, Zerynthia cerisyi Scarce Swallowtail, Iphiclides podalirius 

Black-veined White, Aporia crataegi Large White, Pieris brassicae 

Southern Small White, Pieris mannii Small White, Pieris rapae 

Green-veined White, Pieris napi Eastern Bath White, Pontia edusa 

Orange Tip, Anthocharis cardamines Clouded Yellow, Colias crocea 

Eastern Wood White, Leptidea duponcheli Green Haistreak, Callophrys rubi 

Sooty Copper , Lycaena tityrus Holly Blue, Celastrina argiolus 

Green-underside Blue, Glaucopsyche alexis Iolas Blue, Iolana iolas 

Silver-studded Blue, Plebejus argus Brown Argus, Arica agrestis 

Chapman's Blue, Agrodiaetus thersites Common Blue, Polyommatus icarus 

Duke of Burgundy, Hamearis lucina Southern White Admiral, Limenitis reducta 

Small Tortoiseshell, Aglais urticae Red Admiral, Vanessa atalanta 

Painted Lady, Vanessa cardui Eastern Knapweed Fritillary, Melitaea ornata 

Lesser Spotted Fritillary, Melitaea trivia Queen of Spain Fritillary, Issoria lathonia 

Speckled Wood, Pararge aegeria Small Heath, Coenonympha pamphilus 

Meadow Brown, Maniola jurtina Northern Wall Brown, Lasiommata petropolitana 

Wall Brown, Lasiommata megera Large Wall Brown, Lasiommata maera 

Lattice Brown, Kirinia roxelana Grizzled Skipper, Pyrgus malvae 

Dingy Skipper, Erynnis tages  

Dragonflies & Damselflies 

Beautiful Demoiselle, Calopteryx virgo ssp. festiva Common Bluetail, Ishnura elegans 

Blue Featherleg, Platycnemis pennipes Green-eyed Hawker, Aeshna isosceles 

Lesser Emperor, Anax parthenope Eastern Spectre, Caliaeshna microstigma 

Common Clubtail, Gomphus vulgatissimus Broad Scarlet, Crocothemis erythraea 

Broad-bodied Chaser, Libellula depressa Blue Chaser, Libellula fulva 

White-tailed Skimmer, Orthetrum albistylum Black-tailed Skimmer, Orthetrum cancellatum 

Red-veined Darter, Sympetrum fonscolombii Common Darter, Sympetrum striolatum 

 


