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Tour Leader:   Philip Thompson 

 
Participants:-   Michelle Ayling 

    Lawrence Cadman 

    Mike Cadman 

    John Lenthall 

    Andy Bates 

    Jack Bates 

    Christopher Piper 

Day 1 Monday 4th November 

After our safe arrival in Thessaloniki we took a light lunch in the airport terminal whilst the minibus was 

organised. Once fed, we set off on the ring road around the city before heading north on the clear open road to 

the lake. The autumn colours through the hills were particularly attractive in the misty still conditions. Having 

made good time we checked into our respective rooms overlooking the lake before taking a late afternoon 

exploration along the western shore. Our first pull in and scan produced the first Dalmatian Pelicans drifting 

serenely across the lake surface. Large numbers of Black-headed Gulls were constantly on the wing picking at 

morsels on the lake, among which, a pair of distant White-winged Terns were picked out. A second stop resulted 

in the first Great Egret, Kingfisher and numerous Great Crested Grebes on the lake and a pair of Cirl Buntings 

in the bushes inland.  

 

Another stop produced large numbers of Teal and Mallard in a quiet marshy bay with good numbers of White 

Wagtail feeding on the shore, among which were a few Water Pipits and a handsome Black-headed Wagtail. The 

final stop close to the village of Kerkini was overlooking a marshy inlet of the main lake. Here we added Pintail, 

Shoveler and Wigeon to the ducks seen. These were overshadowed by the presence of a small flock of Dalmatian 

Pelicans, 8 Greater Flamingos and 40+ Pygmy Cormorants, making a great end to the day. 

Day 2 Tuesday 5th November 

We began our day with a drive along the eastern embankment of the lake. A short stop for a walk near a weir 

outflow resulted in finding several actively feeding and calling Chiffchaffs in the reeds and willows. A Kingfisher 

was disturbed a couple of times from the dyke edges, which were clearly favourite feeding areas. A Syrian 

Woodpecker was heard and then spotted on the bare dead branches of a nearby birch. 

 

We continued to drive along the embankment with a couple of short stops to watch a few Dalmatian Pelicans 

very close to the bank among some small fishing boats. The wonderful still conditions with a light mistiness 

made for excellent photographic opportunities. Further on we began to become aware of the multitude of birds 

awaiting us as we could hear the nasal grunting of Flamingos mixed with wildfowl not far off. Before moving on 

we spent some time trying to connect with the several small warblers moving rapidly among the cover of the 

reeds lining the ditches behind the embankment. These certainly included Cetti’s Warbler but we were unable to 

obtain better views of the other species present (although conjecture hinted at possibilities!). 
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A further move was then interrupted by the sighting of the first of several Spotted Eagles soaring above the 

fields. Once this bird drifted away we turned our attentions to the huge mass of birds present on the lake and 

exposed grazing pastures and mud. Huge numbers of Flamingos were everywhere joined by equal numbers of 

duck. Egrets, herons, Spoonbills, both species of pelican and large numbers of Pygmy and Great Cormorants 

were all present and vying for our attention! This they initially failed to do because at this point we were 

successful in picking up the small flock of 50+ Lesser White-fronted Geese feeding on the flats, which although 

distant provided excellent viewing through the groups various ‘scopes in the still and sunny conditions. With our 

main target species found and admired we then made an approximate count of six Spotted Eagles present, either 

perched on the flats or soaring in the vicinity. If this was not enough, we then found a pair of Common Cranes 

among the multitude. Careful scanning through the waders turned up five Temminck’s Stints, Spotted Redshank, 

Greenshank, Green Sandpiper and large numbers of Avocet. After a prolonged period of viewing at this 

wonderful spot we moved on a short distance to have lunch at a nearby picnic site. 

 

After lunch we drove on to explore the quarry north of Vironia with its panoramic views of the area. The hoped 

for Rock Nuthatches could not be found but we were able to admire the elaborately constructed mud nest of 

this species on the rock face. Golden Eagle, Peregrine and Ravens put in brief appearances in the hills above the 

quarry. A move was then made to explore a couple of the tracks alongside the Strimonas River in the search for 

woodpeckers, which also remained elusive. To round off our day we headed to another quarry near Lithotopus 

in the hope of seeing Eagle Owl. Unfortunately this site is now being actively worked once more and the 

resulting numerous lorries and heavy equipment made for a lot of disturbance. It was deemed prudent not to 

spend too much time waiting here for the owls to make an appearance, as it was uncertain if they would still be 

present and tolerating the noise? 

Day 3 Wednesday 6th November 

A pre-breakfast excursion was taken to see the morning gathering of birds below the dam. These mainly 

comprised huge numbers of Pygmy and Great Cormorants, but also included good numbers of Dalmatian 

Pelican, Flamingos, egrets, herons and duck. The birds were mainly intent on feeding on fish that were swept 

through the outflow into the river below the dam. The numbers of birds indicating the richness of fish in the 

lake! After our previous day spent by the lake, today as an alternative, we concentrated our efforts on woodland 

species. Unfortunately the weather was not ideal with several showers during the day, with low cloud clothing the 

mountain peaks. We persevered and were not too downhearted however and still had an enjoyable day with a 

number of interesting birds seen.  

 

We began with a short journey north of the lake, travelling up the Ruppell’s Valley towards the Bulgarian border. 

We turned of the main road passing through the village of Promochonas to visit an area of riverine forest 

comprising of mainly very large impressive specimens of Populus alba, White Poplar. We soon connected with a 

couple of Middle-spotted Woodpeckers that gave rather fleeting views. A pleasant walk was taken enjoying this 

attractive site during which we added Nuthatch, Eurasian Treecreeper, Syrian and Great Spotted Woodpeckers. 

A rather puzzling tree seen with asymmetrically lobed leaves was later identified as young specimens of Morus 

alba, White Mulberry. 
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We took lunch at a nearby picnic spot during which a Hawfinch was picked up in the scope. We then rather 

optimistically undertook the long winding ‘tarmac’ road into the Belles Mountains in the hope of reaching some 

higher altitude birds. Unfortunately we soon entered the clouds and visibility was reduced to 10-20 metres. Our 

only success was seeing the abundant Chaffinch flocks feeding in the beech forest. We returned to the lake tracks 

in the hope of finding any more woodpeckers but the rain began to fall and it was decided to start to make our 

way back travelling down the western lakeside. A short stop was taken to see the view from Mandraki harbour 

when the rain had seemed to be easing. This proved to be an illusion, so we kept moving! Approaching Kerkini 

we had a major stroke of luck when a Golden Jackal ran across the road ahead of us and crossed into a roadside 

field to pause briefly looking over its shoulder in our direction before vanishing into the dense undergrowth, 

thereby making the whole day worthwhile!  

 

We experienced a respite in the rain at the inlet visited on the first day where we made the most of it with a 

wander and scan of the nearby birds. This very quiet and peaceful bay held a similar selection of birds to those 

seen previously but a pleasant time was spent there, before we continued our homeward journey to the hotel. 

Day 4 Thursday 6th November 

Today dawned with beautiful sunshine and totally still conditions, in striking contrast to yesterday! With the light 

direction it was decided to return to the eastern embankment where the sun would be behind our backs as we 

looked across the lake. This proved wise, as we were able to once more spend plentiful time here enjoying the 

array of massed birds. As well as birds seen on Tuesday we added a single wintering White Stork, Whooper 

Swans and a Lanner Falcon overhead. Great Egrets were present in greater numbers making a fine spectacle. The 

Lesser White-fronted Geese were rather more dispersed with a small party somewhat closer than previously. A 

count of nine Temminck’s Stints was made, all of which were very close by on the exposed mud with both 

Ringed and Little Ringed Plovers. The Spotted Eagles were again present and showing constantly, either soaring 

or perched out on the grazing marshes. A couple of female Hen Harriers were seen, one of which was 

persistently harassed by a pair of Hooded Crows. 

 

We lunched at the same site as before after which we drove along another track among the grazing Water 

Buffalo. We added a small flock of Glossy Ibis and a trackside Hermann’s Tortoise, which moved off rapidly 

into cover before the photographers had a chance! Another track was tried before we returned to Mandraki 

harbour where we spent the rest of the afternoon in peaceful birding. The flock of Whooper Swans seen earlier 

in the morning had relocated to the lakeshore here. Among the familiar mix of species was added a single Black 

Stork, which moved out from behind cover to show well feeding in the open. Overhead a fast moving Merlin 

shot by, only to be seen by a few. Over the distant Belles Mountains, a pair of specks was confidently deemed to 

be Golden Eagles, later joined by a similarly distant pair of Ravens! Suitably sated we headed back to the hotel 

for our final evening meal. 

Day 5 Friday 8th November 

A few of the group went for a final early morning trip to the river below the dam to admire the mass of birds 

present. A wonderful feeding frenzy was taking place as the mixed flocks of cormorants moved en masse 

repeatedly diving for fish while the herons and pelicans either looked on or swam among them.  
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Flying among them large numbers of Black-headed Gulls hovered attempting to snatch fish from the 

Cormorants’ bills as they surfaced. As this went on, a large passage of Wood Pigeons was passing by high 

overhead of birds moving down the Ruppell’s Gorge and out of Eastern Europe to milder winter quarters. 

 

After breakfast we then drove directly to Thessaloniki and our homeward flight. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Mist on Lake Kerkini 
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Species List 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      November 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 

1 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor   4   7   

2 Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus       17   

3 Lesser White-fronted Goose Anser erythropus   56   40   

4 Greylag Goose Anser anser   20   10   

5 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna   10   20   

6 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos      

7 Gadwall Anas Strepera   6   10   

8 Northern Pintail Anas acuta 5 12 5 30   

9 Teal  Anas crecca 100     

10 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata 9 5 1 25   

11 Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope 1 30   100   

12 Common Pochard Aythya ferina   50   500+   

13 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula       4   

14 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis 20 20    

15 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus       

16 Black-necked Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis   3   6   

17 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus 8 1500+ 50  3 

18 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra       1   

19 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia       1   

20 Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus       7   

21 Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia   50   30   

22 Great Egret  Ardea albus  4 50 8 100 6 

23 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea      

24 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta   10 1 12   

25 Great White Pelican  Pelecanus onocrotalus   20 1 12   

26 Dalmatian Pelican  Pelecanus crispus 100 50 40 50 15 

27 Pygmy Cormorant Phalacrocorax pygmeus 40 300 1000+   

28 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo      

29 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus   2   1   

30 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus       2   

31 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus 2 2 2 5 1 

32 Northern Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis   1       

33 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 2 6   6 

34 Spotted Eagle  Aquila clanga   6   6   

35 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos   1   2   

36 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   1 1 1   

37 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus   1 1 1   

38 Merlin Falco columbarius       1   

39 Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus       1   

40 Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus   H   H   

41 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus   4 4 6   

42 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra      

43 Common Crane Grus grus   2   2   

44 Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta   150+   150+   

45 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius       2   

46 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula   12       

47 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus   40   50   
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 

48 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago 1 4   3   

49 Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus   2   4   

50 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus       5   

51 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 1 2   6   

52 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos 1 1 1     

53 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus 1 4 1 3   

54 Little Stint  Calidris minuta       5   

55 Temminck's Stint  Calidris temminckii   5   9   

56 Dunlin  Calidris alpina       300+   

57 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus      

58 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis       

59 White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus 2         

60 Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon Columba livia       

61 Stock Dove Columba oenas   5 1     

62 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus      1000+ 

63 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto      

64 Little Owl  Athene noctua       2   

65 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis 2 2   2 1 

66 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos medius     2     

67 Syrian Woodpecker  Dendrocopos syriacus   1 1 2   

68 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major     4 H   

69 European Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis     H     

70 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica         1 

71 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius 4    2 

72 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica      

73 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix      

74 Western Jackdaw  Corvus monedula  2 20       

75 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   5   2 1 

76 Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris     2     

77 Great Tit  Parus major        

78 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus        

79 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus     10     

80 Eurasian Penduline Tit  Remiz pendulinus   H   H   

81 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata 2 1 3   2 

82 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis   50+   6   

83 Dunnock Prunella modularis          

84 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti   H H H 3 

85 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala   H       

86 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla     H     

87 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita   5 H 4 3 

88 Goldcrest Regulus regulus     1     

89 Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   2 3     

90 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea     3     

91 Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris     3     

92 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris      

93 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula       

94 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula      

95 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros 3 3 2 6 3 

96 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus      

97 Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus   6   10   

98 Black-headed Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava feldegg 1         
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 

99 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea 2 1 2     

100 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba       

101 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis 1 H 2 2   

102 Water Pipit  Anthus spinoletta   20 2 40+   

103 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs H      

104 European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris   1   4   

105 Eurasian Siskin  Carduelis spinus     3 12   

106 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis       

107 European Serin Serinus serinus       2   

108 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes 2 2 1     

109 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus 2 3 H     

Mammals 

Golden Jackal,  Canis aureus 

Butterflies 

Large White,  Pieris brassicae Small White,  Artogeia rapae 

Clouded Yellow,  Colias crocea Berger's Clouded Yellow,  Colias alfacariensis 

Small Copper,  Lycaena phlaeas Lang's Short-tailed Blue,  Leptotes pirithous 

Common Blue,  Polyommatus icarus Red Admiral,  Vanessa atalanta 

Painted Lady,  Vanessa cardui Speckled Wood,  Pararge aegeria 

Wall Brown,  Lasiommata megera  

Amphibians & Reptiles 

Green Toad,  Bufo viridis Greek Marsh Frog,  Rana balcanica 

Agile Frog,  Rana dalmatina Tree Frog,  Hyla arborea 

Hermann's Tortoise,  Tustudo hermanni Balkan Wall Lizard,  Podacris taurica 

 


