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Tour participants: Philip Thompson (leader) with eight Naturetrek clients. 

Day 1 Monday 29th October 

The main group arrived into Thessaloniki in the early afternoon where we met up with a couple of early arrivals. 

Whilst the minibus was collected from off the airport, time was available for the group to grab a light lunch in 

one of the terminal cafes. 

 

With the vehicle organised we loaded up and set out on the journey north to Lake Kerkini. The range of hills we 

passed through en route were resplendent in soft autumn colours in this region of predominantly Balkan 

influence and purely deciduous forests. We soon arrived in Lithotopus where we quickly checked into our rooms 

leaving enough time for a first initial foray around the western lakeshore. Among a selection of regular common 

birds seen the highlights were good numbers of scattered Dalmatian Pelicans serenely gliding on the water. 

 

With the light beginning to fade it seemed an opportune time of day to visit one of the nearby quarries in the 

hope of picking out a resident Eagle Owl as it set out from roost. Despite a patient and peaceful wait we were to 

be disappointed on this occasion. 

Day 2 Tuesday 30th October 

For our first full day at the lake we began by visiting the eastern embankment to get a feel for the abundance of 

birds present. Our first stop was next to a small local shrine and boat pull-in offering a clear view across the lake. 

Numbers of wildfowl were high with large numbers of dabbling duck on the water’s edge alongside abundant 

Common Pochard. Strolling among them were many hundreds of Greater Flamingoes forming a pink haze all 

along the shoreline. Moving on we had a number of further stops to scan the distant flocks on the water’s edge 

and on the exposed grazing marsh. Further highlights included both species of Pelican and Great Egrets.  

 

A large flock of passage Wood Pigeons attempting to settle in the poplar copses in the surrounding farmland had 

attracted the attentions of a hunting lanner Falcon that put in a couple of appearances low among the trees. 

Overhead we soon picked out our first large eagles which after some careful consideration were ID’d as Great 

Spotted Eagles along with a single juvenile White-tailed Eagle. A passing single Black Stork proved popular, 

bringing us to another stop as it slowly climbed and drifted in a thermal. After some careful scanning into the far 

distant grazing marshes we picked out the flock of Lesser White-fronted Geese that were identified by a process 

of elimination rather than picking out the eye-ring and large white forehead blaze! Unfortunately the birds 

resolutely remained at the most distant point from shore, never coming any closer, meaning ID was testing the 

limits to say the least.  

 

We next reached a large pond with a muddy shore and reed beds where we added Common Snipe, Water Pipit 

and Kingfisher to our day’s tally. Tipped off by another birding group of possible Little Bittern and Moustached 

Warbler at a nearby reedbed, we failed to find either but did turn up a Water Rail walking behind a trio of Coypu!  

 

After a productive morning we reached a shaded picnic site where we sat and enjoyed lunch with a little light 

birding thrown in, watching the nearby warblers and finches. We took a short walk from here across to the River 
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Strimonas that feeds the lake. Birds were few but we did find a large and impressive Common Cone-headed 

Grasshopper to photograph.  

 

Our next stop was another quarry above Vironia which we reached after a short drive and a brief stop to admire 

a Hermann’s Tortoise crossing the road. We seemed to be following the footsteps of the other birders who we 

met earlier who passed on their sightings, all of which we failed to see! The view out towards the lake and 

surrounding landscape was impressive as we relaxed in the hope of something coming our way. 

 

To finish the day we drove back to the river and walked a track beneath mature Oriental Plane trees on the 

lookout for woodpeckers. We were successful in finding a rather distant Syrian Woodpecker followed by its 

Green relative. 

Day 3 Wednesday 31st October 

Our day began with a short stop at Lithotopus Harbour to check the gulls. Nothing of significance was found on 

that front but we did find numerous Pygmy Cormorants, Grey Wagtail, Common Sandpiper and another rather 

out of place Coypu swimming casually among the moored boats. 

 

Our next stop was a walk along a track into the forested hills. Good numbers of finches and buntings were 

present, including a few Hawfinch and Cirl Bunting. From here we drove on to Kerkini village where we turned 

off to head to the small harbour where we took a boat trip out onto the lake. We were then able to enjoy three 

hours of outstanding birding with a wide range of exciting species seen. The ever present Flamingoes, Pelicans, 

Egrets, Herons and Cormorants were joined by numerous other highlights that included Whiskered tern, Little 

Gull, Black-necked Grebe, Eurasian Spoonbill and several species of wader. Distantly we were able to pick out a 

flock of 17 Common Cranes and once again a couple of groups of Lesser White-fronted Geese that were quite 

active in moving about over the marsh. Making our way back we were escorted by a tame and habituated 

Dalmatian Pelican that flew after us to settle alongside the boat on a number of occasions providing some great 

photo opportunities. 

 

Returning to shore we ate our lunch at the harbour in the pleasant warm sunny weather before taking our next 

move to visit Mandraki Harbour. Here the shoreline was very distant due to the low water levels meaning most 

birds were only specks. We confined ourselves to mainly checking the nearby reeds and farmland. An elusive 

Moustached Warbler put in a very brief appearance before disappearing into the reeds with only its calls to make 

us aware of its presence. It was tempting to relax for some time on the benches in this peaceful spot but we 

eventually tore ourselves away to check an inlet of the lake backed by some rocky crags. We first checked 

through the water birds and waders present finding several Spotted Redshank, Greenshanks, Green Sandpipers 

and Common Snipes. A walk was taken down to a patch of tall Giant Reed, Arundo donax, from where we could 

hear the calls of Common Tree Frog. We had been hearing these elusive amphibians throughout our stay but 

generally from deep within inaccessible bramble and reed thickets. So, after a little careful scanning, we managed 

to pick out one of these delightful cute bright green frogs huddled on a reed stem to photograph and admire.  

 

As the light began to fade we turned our attention to the crags behind us where we were hoping for an Eagle 

Owl. As we patiently waited a Peregrine passed over and the light slowly dimmed. As we were on the cusp of 
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giving up and heading home a brief hoot was heard necessitating a change of position. After a short wait we were 

rewarded with further hoots and finally an owl flying from the rock face over our heads. 

Day 4 Thursday 1st November 

Our day got off to a good start with the sighting of a very obliging Grey-headed Woodpecker in the top leafless 

branches of a large Plane tree in the hotel grounds. This tree seemed to hold a fascination for the local 

woodpeckers as each morning there was either a Syrian or Green Woodpecker in its branches surveying the area. 

 

We spent most of today exploring areas away from the lake beginning with a drive to the Bulgarian border where 

we turned off to Promochonas and visited a stretch of stately mature White Poplar woodland. These woods are 

well known for woodpeckers and they didn’t disappoint. Within minutes of entering the canopy of the trees we 

had picked up Great, Middle, Lesser Spotted and Syrian Woodpeckers, joined soon afterwards by Green 

Woodpecker. Slowly walking further we also picked out Eurasian Nuthatch and Short-toed Treecreepers in the 

upper reaches of the trees. Finding our path flooded we retraced our route to drive a little further where we 

could access the wood. As we walked through the arable field alongside the woodland we were stunned by the 

sight of a Roe Deer bursting from cover to cross in front of us shortly followed by a number of feral dogs that 

soon picked up the scent and headed off in pursuit! Once within the wood once more we picked up more 

treecreepers and woodpeckers whilst admiring the huge White and Black Poplar trees. 

 

We then drove back towards Promochonas where we stopped at a roadside picnic site with rather overgrown 

spring-fed pools and terracing. Refreshed we headed back towards the lake where we detoured along a track 

which followed the banks of the Strimonas River. Resting on the shingle islands among a large flock of Yellow-

legged Gulls we spotted a quartet of Black Storks. They were all a little flighty due to the activities of large 

shingle diggers on the opposite shore, but we watched them settle once more a little further downriver allowing 

us to make a slow approach and get scope views. Alongside the vehicle a couple of Cirl Buntings kept well 

hidden in the Tamarisk scrub. Driving on we took a walk into the semi-desert-like alluvial plains hoping for 

some good birds, but despite the potential of the area we came up short with only Sardinian Warbler and Corn 

Bunting of note.  

 

Moving on we returned to the Vironia quarry where we had some better luck than on our first visit. Soon after 

reaching the quarry floor we picked out two or three Blue Rock Thrushes and a pair of Black Redstarts which we 

watched for some time on the cliffs as they fed and moved positions. We spent some time relaxing and enjoying 

the view whilst also rather optimistically hoping that the resident Eagle Owl might leave it’s roost early. Failing 

understandably on this score we headed back to the hotel. A short stop was taken as we drove down towards 

Vironia at some overflowing water troughs that were attracting a mix of finches and buntings to drink. The 

highlight here was a couple of Hawfinches at close range on the ground. 

Day 5 Friday 2nd November 

Our mid-afternoon flight time allowed us a final full morning birding. We chose to return to the eastern 

embankment to soak in the sights and sounds of the multitude of wintering birds around the lakeshore. We were 

met with a similar array of birds to our previous visit joined by a pair of Taiga Bean Geese swimming among the 

wildfowl. The Flamingoes kept up their aural soundtrack of grunting and honking as we scanned through the 
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flocks. Making a similar tour of stops and short wanderings we picked up some good birds as we went. One 

notable sighting was of a Merlin harassing a Hen Harrier over the flat exposed lakebed mud. A further Greater 

Spotted Eagle was seen to almost round off the trip before we needed to pick up the tarmac roads and begin our 

journey back to Thessaloniki, but not before picking up, at huge range once more, the flock of Lesser White-

fronted Geese, joined now by a smaller number of Greater White-fronts. 

 

Eventually it really was time to head to the airport for our flight home after an enjoyable and productive few 

days in this delightful area of northern Greece. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      October/November 

  Common name Scientific name 29 30 31 1 2 

1 White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons         20 

2 Lesser White-fronted Goose Anser erythropus   80 100   100 

3 Taiga Bean Goose Anser fabalis         2 

4 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna     30     

5 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata   10 10   10 

6 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos 1 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

7 Northern Pintail  Anas acuta   ✓ ✓   ✓ 

8 Teal  Anas crecca   ✓ ✓   ✓ 

9 Common Pochard Aythya ferina   ✓ 4   ✓ 

10 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis   8 5     

11 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 6 20 250   ✓ 

12 Black-necked Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis     4      

13 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus 500 2500 8K    ✓ 

14 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra   1   4   

15 Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia     30     

16 Great Egret  Ardea albus  2 30 40 12 ✓ 

17 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   12 25 12 ✓ 

18 Great White Pelican  Pelecanus onocrotalus   150 500   ✓ 

19 Dalmatian Pelican  Pelecanus crispus 50 ✓ 200 20 ✓ 

20 Pygmy Cormorant Phalacrocorax pygmeus   30 100 ✓ ✓ 

21 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

22 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   1 1     

23 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus   2 2 1 1 

24 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus         1 

25 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   4 4 5 3 

26 Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus   1       

27 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   12 6 6 5 

28 Spotted Eagle  Aquila clanga   6 1   1 

29 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   3     1 

30 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus     1     

31 Merlin Falco columbarius         1 

32 Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus   1       

33 Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus   1       

34 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus   ✓ ✓   ✓ 

35 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra 3 6 5   ✓ 

36 Common Crane Grus grus     17     

37 Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta   12 400   ✓ 

38 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus   4 250   ✓ 

39 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago   4 4     

40 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa     40     

41 Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus     17     

42 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia     5     

43 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos     2     

44 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus     4     

45 Dunlin  Calidris alpina     ✓     

46 Ruff Calidris pugnax     1     

47 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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      October/November 

  Common name Scientific name 29 30 31 1 2 

48 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis 3 6 10 100 ✓ 

49 Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans     1     

50 Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus     4     

51 Black Tern Chlidonias niger     2     

52 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida     6     

53 Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon Columba livia  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

54 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus   1000 400 100 ✓ 

55 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

56 Eurasian Eagle Owl Bubo bubo     1     

57 Little Owl  Athene noctua       H   

58 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis   3 2   1 

59 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocoptes medius       2   

60 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dryobates minor       4   

61 Syrian Woodpecker Dendrocopus syriacus   2 H 4 2 

62 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major       6   

63 European Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis   2 H 6 3 

64 Grey-headed Woodpecker Picus canus       1   

65 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

66 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

67 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

68 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula  ✓     12   

69 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   1 1   2 

70 Great Tit  Parus major   1 3 ✓   

71 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   H 2 ✓ ✓ 

72 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus   10   ✓ 4 

73 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata ✓ 6 ✓ ✓ ✓ 

74 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis   3 ✓ 2 6 

75 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   2       

76 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala       1   

77 Moustached Warbler Acrocephalus melanopogon     H     

78 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti   H 1     

79 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

80 Willow Warbler Phllloscopus trochilus     2     

81 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   H   1   

82 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea       4   

83 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla       4   

84 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

85 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius       3   

86 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula 2 6 ✓ ✓   

87 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos       1 1 

88 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus   1   1   

89 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   ✓ H 10   

90 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros   6 6 8 4 

91 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

92 Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus   4 2 ✓ ✓ 

93 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea     3 2   

94 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba   ✓ ✓   ✓ 

95 Yellow Wagtail agg. Motacilla flava     3     

96 Water Pipit  Anthus spinoletta   1 3     

97 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

98 European Serin Serinus serinus   1       



Northern Greece’s Lake Kerkini in Autumn Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     March 19 7 
 

      October/November 

  Common name Scientific name 29 30 31 1 2 

99 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

100 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus   8   6   

101 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

102 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes 2 2 12   

103 Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus     4 10 H 

104 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra ✓     4   

Mammals 

European Roe Deer, Capreolus capreolus Coypu, Myocastor coypus 

Amphibians & Reptiles  

Greek Marsh Frog, Rana balcanica Common Tree Frog, Hyla arborea 

Hermann's Tortoise, Testudo hermanni European Pond Terrapin, Emys orbicularis 

Balkan Terrapin, Mauremys rivulata Balkan Green Lizard, Lacerta trilineata 

Erhard's Wall Lizard, Podacris erhardii  

Butterflies 

Small White, Artogeia rapae Clouded Yellow, Colias crocea 

Berger's Clouded Yellow, Colias alfacariensis Brimstone, Gonepteryx rhamni 

Cleopatra, Gonepteryx cleopatra Small Copper, Lycaena phlaeas 

Lang's Short-tailed Blue, Leptotes pirithous Common Blue, Polyommatus icarus 

Nettle-tree Butterfly, Libythea celtis Red Admiral, Vanessa atalanta 

Comma, Polygonia c-album Queen of Spain Fritillary, Issoria lathonia 

Speckled Wood, Pararge aegeria Wall Brown, Lasiommata megera 

Other Taxa  

Common Cone-headed Grasshopper, Acrida ungarica  

 


