
 

Greece - Spring in the Peloponnese 
Naturetrek Tour Report 2nd – 10th April 2026 

 

 

 
Naturetrek Mingledown Barn Wolf's Lane Chawton Alton Hampshire GU34 3HJ UK 

 T: +44 (0)1962 733051  

 E: info@naturetrek.co.uk W: www.naturetrek.co.uk  
 

 

 

 

 
Isabelline Shrike  Rüppell’s Warbler 

 

 

 
Eastern Festoon  Reinhold’s Bee Orchid 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tour report by Mike Crewe 
Photos by Mike Crewe and Glyn Evans

mailto:info@naturetrek.co.uk


Greece - Spring in the Peloponnese Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek May 26 2 
 

Tour participants: Mike Crewe and Glyn Evans (leaders) with 13 Naturetrek clients 
 
Summary 
 
Southern Greece in early spring is a spectacular place, and clients on this trip enjoyed some wonderful wildlife 
moments as spring flowers erupted and spring bird migration got into full swing. Stormy weather that had held 
things up moved away, and we largely enjoyed wonderfully sunny conditions. Starting at Pylos, the local wetlands 
gave us Greater Flamingoes, a wonderful pair of Montagu’s Harriers, a dazzling array of Yellow Wagtail forms and 
some delightful flowers in the shape of birthworts, cyclamen and many species of orchids. After dark, we ventured 
out for African Chameleons, which we found while, listening to a cacophony of Golden Jackals. On the Mani 
peninsula, bird migration was getting going and we enjoyed a great array of birds, including roadside Wrynecks, 
Wood Warblers, Pied Flycatchers, Tree Pipits and Common Redstarts. Among them came Collared Flycatchers, 
Eastern Black-eared and Isabelline Wheatears, Rüppell’s and Eastern Subalpine Warblers and, best of all, a vagrant 
Isabelline Shrike. Flowers abounded and there were great colonies of orchids among a bed of spectacular trefoils, 
stocks, honeyworts, anemones, vetches and so much more.  
 
We visited the ancient archaeological sites of Pylos Castle and Mystras, and toured the abandoned village of Vathia, 
all offering insights into a turbulent past. Driving through the Mount Parnon massif, we added the local form of 
Spring Sowbread to our lists, and enjoyed roadsides full of Algerian and Snake’s-head Irises, Burnt Candytuft, Dark 
Grape-hyacinth and many more. During the week, butterflies emerged in ever greater numbers, giving us sightings 
of two species of swallowtail, three species of orange-tip, the diminutive Eastern Baton Blue and the fabulous 
Southern Festoon. 
 
Day 1 Thursday 2nd April 
 
We departed from Athens Airport after a short delay. We broke our journey at the Corinth Canal for a quick photo 
opportunity and a look at a couple of pairs of Lesser Kestrels. The night before had seen a huge storm causing 
flooding in parts of the area, and the rain continued heavily in the higher sections of the Peloponnese as we passed 
through. Eventually, we arrived at our hotel in time for a wonderful meal and then bed, for some well-earned rest 
after a long day of travel. 
 
Day 2 Friday 3rd April 
 
Rain showers were to dampen our day today, but we fared pretty well and managed to dodge the worst of them. 
We began at Pylos Castle, where we had two hours to enjoy this extensive site, including the main fortress building, 
the Byzantine church and the various museums that hold artefacts excavated in the region. Migrant birds were at 
first slow to appear, but eventually we enjoyed Whinchat, Black Redstart, Common Whitethroat, Northern 
Wheatear and Woodchat Shrike, as well as resident Cirl Bunting and Western Rock Nuthatch. Plants had been 
battered by the weather of the previous day, but many were still showing good colour, including large drifts of 
Crown Daisy, various bird’s-foot trefoils, Greater Honeywort and Wavy Stock. Greek Phagnalon, Caper and Stachys 
canescens were enjoyed along the walls. 
 
Heading out for lunch, we stopped first in some fine scrubby habitat, and found a wonderful array of orchids: 
eleven species were seen in all, including several tongue and bee orchid species, bright pink Pyramidal and Pink 
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Butterfly Orchids, and subtle Holy Orchids. Nearby, a swarm of Horseshoe Bee Orchids was joined by many other 
plants, including Tassel-hyacinth, Yellow Bartsia, Spiny Asparagus, Caterpillar-plant, Red Vetchling and others. 
We headed to Methoni for lunch, finding a comfy spot near the castle to eat our picnic lunches. At the castle, 
Green Toads were calling in the moat, and Northern Wheatear and Blue Rock Thrushes were on the ramparts. In 
the bay, a young Mediterranean Gull patrolled the tideline. 
 
After lunch, we drove round to part of the Gialova wetland area, taking in Evergreen Birthwort and Smearwort 
on the way. Further down, open fields and flooded areas provided us with plenty of birds. While the full range of 
swifts and swallows cruised overhead, we enjoyed close views of an array of bright Yellow Wagtails: Black-headed, 
Blue-headed and Grey-headed were all present, as well as some intriguing hybrids. A pair of Montagu’s Harriers 
put on a lovely show between sightings of Marsh Harriers and Sparrowhawks, and a big surprise came in the 
appearance of four Stone-curlews, which gave a nice fly-by. All in all, it had been a pretty good start to the trip! 
 
Day 3 Saturday 4th April 
 
The weather made a real improvement today, and we had sunny conditions for most of the day. We headed out to 
Gialova Lagoon and were soon immersed in birds. Though water levels were high, we still found good diversity,  
starting with some very close Greater Flamingoes and a surprise Little Gull. Egrets and herons were scattered 
across the marsh, and we logged four different Purple Herons. Greenshank, Mute Swan, Shelduck and Marsh 
Harrier all added to the mix, while the reeds and bushes were alive with Sedge and Cetti’s Warblers, Chiffchaffs 
and Blackcaps. Vetches and peas were present in a bewildering array, and several species of broomrape tested our 
identification skills. 
 
Further along the track, a Great Reed Warbler chuntered away, and we managed to get views of a perched Red-
throated Pipit and a Zitting Cisticola. We walked through coastal scrub habitats and found a couple of Common 
Tree Frogs along a water channel. Both Cretan and Sage-leaved Rock-roses were flowering, and Cleopatra 
butterflies flitted by. The main body of the lagoon was rather quiet, apart from some jumping Grey Mullet and a 
few Sandwich Terns, so we completed a circuit back to the vehicles and took our picnic out to the beach. Among 
stands of Cottonweed, Woolly Chamomile and Sea Spurge, we ate lunch, then drove into town for a well-earned 
coffee break.  
 
For the afternoon, we headed into the hills and walked a trail to Kalamaris Waterfall. On the way, we found several 
fern species, including Jersey Fern and Southern Polypody, and such shade-loving plants as Butcher’s-broom, 
Italian Lords-and-ladies and Algerian Iris were present. But the main plant attraction here was the lovely stands of 
flowering Cyclamen rhodium subsp. peloponnesiacum. Unfortunately, the recent stormy weather had caused the river to 
rise and to wash away the log bridge to the waterfall, and we were not able to get to see the main event. However, 
we had seen much of the waterfall through the trees, and also had enjoyed a great number of new plants. Several 
butterfly species put in an appearance, as well as some fine Violet Carpenter Bees. We made one final stop, back 
at the lagoon, where five Wood Sandpipers and a mighty Caspian Tern were new for our lists. 
 
After another superb dinner, during which we watched a spectacular sunset, we headed out in the dark and chanced 
our arm at finding African Chameleons. Our luck was in, and we quickly found three youngsters, all snoozing the 
night away. Our chameleon search was nicely serenaded by a mass of frogs, and we also experienced some 
wonderful Golden Jackal howls. 
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Day 4 Sunday 5th April 
 
It was a transfer day today, and the weather looked favourably upon us. We headed east from Pylos and climbed 
up into the foothills of the Taygetos massif. We took a roadside walk and found Giant and Four-spotted Orchids, 
Greek Squill, Strigose Alyssum and banks of Oriental Meadow-rue. Scarlet heads of Peacock Anemone trembled 
in the wind, and we admired the unusual flowers of Friar’s Cowl. Further along the track, more open slopes 
provided us with Narrow-leaved Glaucous Spurge, and a pair of Golden Eagles soared in the distance. A couple 
of Isabelline Wheatears were a nice find, as were the flowers of Pale Sainfoin. We took our lunch beside a derelict 
building with spectacular views right down to Kalamata and the nearby gulf. Blue and Great Tits passed through 
the trees, and Linnets passed overhead. 
 
A quick coffee stop was had once we were back on the main road and, even here, there were plants to be enjoyed: 
we spotted Field Gladiolus and Cudweed-flowered Feather-thistle in flower. Our route took us ever southward, 
until we stopped at a roadside corner near Lagkada. A Western Rock Nuthatch was being boisterous on a nearby 
house, and a male Blue Rock Thrush sang and showed wonderfully from a nearby Olive tree. Flowers here included 
a great sea of Mani Hairy Vetch and Starry Clover, many spikes of Yellow Asphodel, Horseshoe Bee Orchid, White 
Iris and Entire-petaled Catchfly. Continuing on our way, we were soon at our next hotel at Areopoli, with plenty 
of time to settle in before a fine dinner. 
 
Day 5 Monday 6th April 
 
Today started well, and just got better and better! We began with the discovery of a roosting Gruner’s Orange-tip 
that had been found late yesterday and was still in the same place for all of the group to enjoy this morning. In a 
fine Valonia Oak beside the butterfly, a Wood Warbler was feeding, and several Tree Pipits called overhead. We 
headed south, all the time looking out for migrants, and finding we needed to stop several times for roadside 
Hoopoes, Woodchat Shrikes, a Black Redstart and even a fine male Cretzschmar’s Bunting. Migrants had clearly 
arrived, and it took us quite a while to make progress, but we eventually arrived at Cape Tenaro and began the 
walk out to the lighthouse. Tree Pipits and Stonechats were soon in evidence, and a Great Reed Warbler chuntered 
from the undergrowth. We took in the Roman mosaics, but they had to play second fiddle to the likes of Eastern 
Subalpine and Rüppell’s Warblers and a very obliging Wryneck. The sunny weather also brought out the 
Peloponnese Wall Lizards for some basking sessions. Flowers were much in evidence and almost bewildering in 
their variety. Cretan Vetch scrambled through tangles of Greek Spiny Spurge and Spiny Burnet, red Downy Flax 
appeared beside yellow fumanas, and spininess was all around in the guise of a wide range of thistles and their 
relatives. 
 
Most of the group managed to make it to the lighthouse and, on the return journey, we picked out the tiny flowers 
of the lovely Allium circinatum subsp. peloponnesiacum. We ate our picnic lunches on the beach, in the shade of a 
tamarisk bush, then headed off to look for orchids. We walked a nice section of roadway and found a good selection 
of twelve species, although quite a few were past their best. White Pyramidal Orchids were still doing well, though, 
as were Horned Woodcock Orchids, and we added Bergon’s Tongue Orchid to our lists. A single Mirror Orchid 
was found further along, but the local tulip population had pretty much passed over to the other side! On the way 
to this site, we had found a smart male Common Redstart, but better was to come as we departed, as a male 
Isabelline Shrike was found perched up on a roadside fence! Initially against the light, it seemed likely that it would 
shoot off without giving us photo opportunities that would allow confirmation of this major rarity. However, it 
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behaved perfectly, and plenty of photos and even videos were obtained as it hunted from bushes and overhead 
wires. What a great highlight for the day, which was rounded off nicely with a walk through the tower house village 
of Vathia and a well-earned coffee (or other beverage!). 
 
Day 6 Tuesday 7th April 
 
We headed south again today, but this time with a view to completing a circuit of much of the Mani Peninsula. 
Our drive was a little quiet to start with, but as we progressed further south, we began to find migrants: Hoopoes 
exploded from the roadsides at regular interviews, a Pied Flycatcher toyed with us, and a Turtle Dove was seen. 
Common and Black Redstarts appeared as we neared the southernmost part of the peninsula, and Tree Pipits 
appeared in good numbers. Whinchats, Wrynecks, Eastern Black-eared Wheatear and Eastern Subalpine Warblers 
were all added to the list, and we had unusually commanding views of a Short-toed Snake Eagle as it soared below 
us along the coast. An old well was home to an impressive scorpion and some Mediterranean House Geckos. Our 
route then took us back north on higher ground, before we headed down to the coast on the eastern side of the 
peninsula. On the higher slopes we soon located a fine male Rüppell’s Warbler, which showed extremely well at 
close range and made a good subject for photography as he posed among the yellow flowers of Hairy Spiny-broom. 
 

 

 

 
Cape Tenaro  Eastern Black-eared Wheatear 

 

 

 
Cretzschmar’s Bunting  Vivid Spring Sowbread 

Butterflies became a big feature of today’s interesting discoveries, and the likes of Common and Scarce 
Swallowtails, Eastern and Gruner’s Orange-tips, and Green-underside Blue were all enjoyed. Our route eventually 
took us down to the east coast of the Mani, and we found a lovely little beach on which to sit and eat our picnic 
lunches. We followed this with a quick coffee stop, then continued on our way. 
 
In the afternoon, roadside walks provided us with more new plants for the list, and an obliging pair of Sombre 
Tits. It had turned into a glorious afternoon as we parked up at Pyrrichos and took some flower-filled walks in the 
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area. At the first stop, Naked Man Orchid and the delightful Reinhold’s Bee and Eastern Woodcock Orchids were 
found, together with the smart Mill’s Buttercups and a few ‘past-their-best’ Giant Orchids. At our final stop of the 
day, Shrubby Bush-vetch, Herbaceous Periwinkle and the diminutive Elongate Birthwort were all found. It had 
been a very full day, and we headed back for another voluminous dinner. 
 
Day 7 Wednesday 8th April 
 
It was another sunny day, and we made another trip down to Cape Tenaro. The day started with rings of low 
cloud/mist around the higher mountains, providing some spectacular scenery as we drove south. As we arrived 
around the narrow neck, it soon became clear that there were migrants around: a male Eastern Black-eared 
Wheatear was on the road, and Whinchats and Tree Pipits were in evidence. Sparrowhawks and Short-toed Snake 
Eagles were overhead as we continued to the car park at the point and walked back through the village to check 
for birds. As we arrived at the first houses, a male Cretzschmar’s Bunting was perched on a fence, which was a 
good omen! As we walked back up from the car park, Yellow Wagtails passed overhead, Bee-eaters were heard 
calling, and migrants began to appear in the small gardens. A male Pied Flycatcher and a Wood Warbler shared 
the same fig tree, and Cretzschmar’s Buntings had increased to three. More Pied Flycatchers were forthcoming, 
and then a Collared Flycatcher appeared briefly, resulting in several Common Redstarts and a Western Rock 
Nuthatch being found during our efforts to relocate the flycatcher. 
 
As we walked back towards the car park, we were lucky enough to catch up with a rather showy Nightingale, and 
then we turned up a second male Collared Flycatcher, this one staying long enough for all to enjoy it. Nearby, a 
single Turtle Dove cruised by, and a lone Starling was in a Eucalyptus tree. There was much activity and so many 
birds to enjoy! 
 
Before lunch, we took a short detour to a higher plateau area and enjoyed a wonderful patch of dozens of 
individuals of various Ophrys species. There were particularly large patches of Sawfly and Yellow Bee Orchids, 
while among them grew our first Bumblebee Orchids and some Eastern Woodcock Orchids, which were just 
coming to their peak flowering. Heading across the peninsula, we had lunch on the lovely beach at Porto Kagio, 
followed by coffee at the local taverna. 
 
In the afternoon, we headed back towards Areopoli and took a boat trip through the Caves of Diros for an 
interesting subterranean experience. After this, the group took one of several choices: some walked the local lanes 
and found Sombre Tits, a Nose-horned Viper and an array of nice roadside plants; some visited the type locality 
for Campanula kamariana, a species only described as new for science in 2017, and probably seen by less than a 
hundred botanists to date, and added Common Tongue Orchid, Isabelline Wheatear and a Dahl’s Whip Snake to 
the list of species. Yet others took a well-earned break and some peaceful rest and relaxation. 
 
Day 8 Thursday 9th April 
 
We were sad to leave our wonderful hotel on the Mani, but we needed to head north. We made the one-hour drive 
to Sparti and then headed on to the ancient Byzantine capital, Mystras. Having met up up with our site guide, we 
entered via the upper gate and began an interesting and informative walk down through the steep slopes of the 
site. There was a great wealth of flowers to enjoy, beginning with Woad at the upper gate, and ending with a 
flowering Campanula andrewsii at the lower gate. Along the way, we passed walls covered in Cymbalaria microcalyx, 
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the minute Rue-leaved and Ivy-leaved Saxifrages, and a great array of other plants. Blue Rock Thrushes sang 
overhead, Western Rock Nuthatches topped the walls, and Cirl Buntings sang from the Italian Cypresses. Many 
Judas Trees were in full bloom and, with the Southern Nettle Trees just breaking bud, a few Nettle-tree Butterflies 
were on the wing.  
 
After our tour of Mystras, we headed east to Mount Parnon and found a nice place to eat our picnic lunches. A 
walk here revealed plenty of Coal Tits, Robins and Wrens, while Firecrest and Black Woodpecker were heard. As 
we were at a higher altitude (about 1200m), we had a quite different flora to enjoy, with great sheets of Narrow-
leaved Glaucous Spurge along the roadside, and forests of Grecian Fir mixed with Syrian and Prickly Juniper. 
Patches of Algerian Iris, Burnt Candytuft, Dyer’s Alkanet, Peacock and Balkan Anemones, and the amazing vividum 
subspecies of Spring Sowbread. We passed Short-toed Snake Eagles and Eastern Strawberry Trees on the way 
down, eventually arrived at the coast, and followed the shoreline northward. At the head of the bay, a group of 
young Mediterranean Gulls was feeding along the tideline as we drove round to our hotel at Nafplio.  
 
After checking in, we walked down through town, accompanied by screaming flocks of Pallid Swifts, to enjoy a 
final dinner together along the harbour front. 
 
Day 9 Friday 10th April 
 
Our final day began with something of a lie-in before breakfast: then we went out for a walk along one of the 
beaches near Nafplio. There were plenty of birds around to enjoy, with courting Kentish Plovers chasing around 
on the beach and flocks of Mediterranean Gulls in the shallows. A few Grey Plovers and Ruffs were also present, 
and we picked out two Little Gulls, along with a few Common and Sandwich Terns. Crested Larks and Yellow 
Wagtails patrolled the beach, and Red-throated Pipits inhabited the saline pools, though the latter were somewhat 
elusive. An Osprey and eight Lesser Kestrels were likely freshly arrived, and Zitting Cisticolas danced overhead. 
 
With time marching on, we found a local diner for lunch, then began the final leg of our journey back to Athens 
Airport. Check-in went smoothly, and we were soon winging our way home, though some clients stayed on to 
enjoy the delights of Athens. Thanks to all for a wonderful trip, which was full of much mirth, merriment and 
marvellous memories. 
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Species lists 

Birds (H=heard only) 

I=Introduced   April 2026 
Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna   3 5             
Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata     2             
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos     2             
Common Quail Coturnix coturnix             1     
Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus   ✓ ✓         ✓ ✓ 
Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus       H           
European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur           1 1     
Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Feral Rock Dove - I Columba livia ✓           ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus   1 1             
Eurasian Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus   4               
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus   ✓               
Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola                 3 
Little Ringed Plover Thinornis dubius   H H           2 

Kentish Plover Anarhynchus 
alexandrinus                 20+ 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos                 1 
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus   1               
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola     5             
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia   H 1             
Ruff Calidris pugnax                 2 
Dunlin Calidris alpina     1           1 
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia     1             
Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis     7           10 
Common Tern Sterna hirundo                 3 
Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus     1           2 

Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus 
melanocephalus   1           4 130 

Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ 
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo   2 3         4 5 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta   ✓ ✓           4 
Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides     1             
Great Egret Ardea alba   2 6             
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea     4             
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea     2             
Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Common Swift Apus apus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ 
Pallid Swift Apus pallidus   ✓ ✓         ✓ ✓ 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus                 1 
Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus   3 2 3 2 4 6 6   
Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos       2           
Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus   4 2 1     2 1   
Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus   2               
Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus   6 3   2         
Common Buzzard Buteo buteo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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I=Introduced   April 2026 
Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Common Hoopoe Upupa epops   3   1 10 10 1 1 2 
European Bee-eater Merops apiaster             H     
Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla         3 2 5     
Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius               H   
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major               1   
Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni 4               8 
Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus         2         
Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator   4 3   6 2 1     
Isabelline Shrike Lanius isabellinus         1         
Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   
Eurasian Magpie Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         ✓ 
Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓ ✓ 
Northern Raven Corvus corax   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Hooded Crow Corvus corone cornix ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ 
Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus     1 H   ✓   ✓   
Great Tit Parus major   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Coal Tit Periparus ater               ✓   
Sombre Tit Poecile lugubris           2 2     
Crested Lark Galerida cristata     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 
Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla         3   2     
Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis   1 ✓           ✓ 

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus 
schoenobaenus     10     H       

Common Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus   H 2             

Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus 
arundinaceus     1   H         

Sand Martin Riparia riparia   10 ✓             
Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris       6           
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Western House Martin Delichon urbicum   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
European Red-rumped 
Swallow Cecropis rufula   4     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus     ✓             
Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix         1   1     
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus     1             
Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   ✓ ✓   1   2     
Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Eastern Orphean Warbler Curruca crassirostris         2 3 H     
Common Whitethroat Curruca communis   2 1   6 10 10     
Rüppell's Warbler Curruca ruppeli         1 2       
Sardinian Warbler Curruca melanocephala   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Eastern Subalpine Warbler Curruca cantillans         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla               H   
Western Rock Nuthatch Sitta neumayer   1   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes               H   
Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris             1     
Common Blackbird Turdus merula   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
European Robin Erithacus rubecula       ✓       ✓   
Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos   H H   H 2 1 H   
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I=Introduced   April 2026 
Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis             2     
European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca         1 5 8     
Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros   1 3   1 1 2     
Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus         2 1 5     
Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius   2   ✓ 4 ✓ 2 3   
Whinchat Saxicola rubetra   3     2 1 5     
European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     
Eastern Black-eared 
Wheatear Oenanthe melanoleuca         2 2 1     

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe   2       3 4     
Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina       2     1   2 
Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis   40         ✓     
House Sparrow Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava   ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓ 
White Wagtail Motacilla alba     2             
Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris   1         1     
Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis         10 20 15 H   
Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus   3             10 
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis   3 2   H       1 
Eurasian Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   H H ✓ H ✓ ✓ ✓   
European Greenfinch Chloris chloris   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Common Linnet Linaria cannabina       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 
European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
European Serin Serinus serinus   1       2       
Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓     
Cretzschmar's Bunting Emberiza caesia         1   3     
Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus   1 2 H ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

 
Mammals 

    April 2026 
Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Golden Jackal Canis aureus     1     1       

 
Amphibians & reptiles 

E=Endemic, N=Near-endemic  April 2026 
Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Green Toad Bufotes viridis   H     ✓ H       
Common Tree Frog Hyla arborea     2             
Balkan Frog Pelophylax kurtmuelleri   H H             
Marginated Tortoise - N Testudo marginata               1   
Balkan Terrapin Mauremys rivulata   ✓               
African Chameleon Chamaeleo africanus     ✓             
Mediterranean House Gecko Hemidactylus turcicus           ✓ ✓     
Greek Algyroides - E Algyroides moreoticus     ✓             
Balkan Green Lizard Lacerta trilineata           ✓       
Peloponnese Wall Lizard - E Podarcis peloponnesiacus         ✓ ✓   ✓   
Greek Rock Lizard - E Hellenolacerta graeca             ✓     
Peloponnese Slow Worm Anguis cephallonica               ✓   
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E=Endemic, N=Near-endemic  April 2026 
Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Dahl's Whip Snake Platyceps najadum             ✓     
Nose-horned Viper Vipera ammodytes             ✓     

 
Butterflies 

    April 2026 
Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius           ✓       
Common Swallowtail Papilio machaon         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Southern Festoon Zerynthia polyxena               ✓   
Lulworth Skipper Thymelicus acteon         ✓   ✓     
Mallow Skipper Carcharodus alceae           ✓       
Common Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae               ✓   
Common Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni     ✓ ✓           
Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra     ✓     ✓   ✓   
Clouded Yellow Colias croceus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa           ✓       
Large White Pieris brassicae     ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   
Small White Pieris rapae     ✓             
Eastern Dappled White Euchloe ausonia     ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓ 
Common Orange-tip Anthocharis cardamines     ✓     ✓   ✓   
Gruner's Orange-tip Anthocharis gruneri         ✓ ✓       
Eastern Orange-tip Anthocharis damone           ✓       
Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas     ✓     ✓   ✓   
Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   
Eastern Baton Blue Pseudophilotes vicrama         ✓         
Green-underside Blue Glaucopsyche alexis           ✓       
Common Blue Polyommatus icarus   ✓               
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta   ✓       ✓   ✓   
Nettle-tree Butterfly Libythea celtis               ✓   
Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus     ✓ ✓   ✓       
Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria               ✓   
Large Wall Brown Lasiommata maera         ✓   ✓ ✓   
Wall Brown Lasiommata megera   ✓   ✓       ✓   
Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina             ✓     

 
Dragonflies 

    April 2026 
Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Vagrant Emperor Anax ephippiger     ✓             
Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii   ✓ ✓             

 
Other invertebrates 

    April 2026 
Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Egyptian Grasshopper Anacridium aegyptium     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     
European Fire Bug Pyrrhocoris apterus     ✓             
a scorpion Euscorpius naupliensis           ✓       
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Plants 

I = introduced     
Scientific name Common name Notes 
Selaginellaceae  Lesser Clubmosses   
Selaginella denticulata Mediterranean Clubmoss Waterfall 
Equisetaceae Horsetails   
Equisetum telmateia Great Horsetail Waterfall 
Pteridaceae Ribbon Ferns   
Anogramma leptophylla Jersey Fern Waterfall 
Cosentinia vellea Velvet Fern Kokkala 
Hemionitis acrostica Resurrection Fern Kokkala 
Dennstaedtiaceae Brackens   
Pteridium aquilinum Common Bracken Parnon 
Polypodiaceae Polypodies   
Polypodium australe Southern Polypody Waterfall 
Aspleniaceae Spleenworts   
Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair Spleenwort Waterfall 
Asplenium adiantum-nigrum Black Spleenwort   
Asplenium ceterach Rustyback Fern Waterfall 
Ephedraceae  Joint-pines   
Ephedra foeminea Leafless Joint-pine Elaiochori 
Pinaceae  Pine Family   
Abies cephalonica Greek Fir Parnon 
Pinus halepensis Aleppo Pine Pylos 
Pinus pinea Stone Pine Cape Tenaro 
Araucariaceae  Araucarians   
Araucaria heterophylla Norfolk Island Pine - I Towns 
Cupressaceae  Cypress Family   
Cupressus sempervirens Italian Cypress Widespread 
Hesperocyparis glabra  Smooth Arizona Cypress - I Widespread 
Juniperus drupacea Syrian Juniper Parnon 
Juniperus oxycedrus Prickly Juniper Parnon 
Juniperus phoenicea Phoenician Juniper Gialova Lagoon 
Aristolochiaceae  Birthworts   
Aristolochia sempervirens Evergreen Birthwort Pylos 
Aristolochia rotunda Smearwort Gialova Lagoon 
Aristolochia nardiana Elongate Birthwort Mani 
Lauraceae  Laurel Family   
Laurus nobilis Bay Laurel Towns 
Araceae Arum Family   
Zantedeschia aethiopica Altar-lily - I Mani 
Arum italicum Italian Lords-and-ladies  Waterfall 
Arisarum vulgare Friar's-cowl Elaiochori 
Posidoniaceae Neptune-grasses   
 Posidonia oceanica Common Neptune-grass Porto Kagio 
Dioscoreaceae Yam Family   
Dioscorea communis Black Bryony Waterfall 
Smilacaceae Greenbriers   
Smilax aspera Common Smilax Widespread 
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I = introduced     
Scientific name Common name Notes 
Liliaceae Lily Family   
Gagea graeca Greek Star-of-Bethlehem Pylos 
Gagea amblyopetala Blunt-flowered Star-of-Bethlehem Parnon 
Tulipa orphanidea subsp. goulimyi Goulimy’s Tulip Cape Tenaro 
Orchidaceae Orchids   
Anacamptis pyramidalis Pyramidal Orchid Mani 
Anacamptis coriophora Bug Orchid Pylos 
Anacamptis papilionacea Pink Butterfly Orchid Pylos 
Serapias parviflora Small-flowered Tongue Orchid Gialova Lagoon 
Serapias bergonii Bergon's Tongue Orchid Mani 
Serapias vomeracea Long-lipped Tongue Orchid Widespread 
Serapias orientalis Eastern Long-lipped Tongue Orchid Widespread 
Serapias lingua Common Tongue Orchid Areopoli 
Orchis quadripunctata Four-spotted Orchid Elaiochori 
Orchis italica Naked Man Orchid Mani 
Neotinea tridentata Toothed Orchid Cape Tenaro 
Himantoglossum robertianum Giant Orchid Mani 
Ophrys fusca subsp. fusca Sombre Bee Orchid Pylos 
Ophrys fusca subsp. iricolor Rainbow Bee Orchid Cape Tenaro 
Ophrys lutea Yellow Bee Orchid Widespread 
Ophrys speculum Mirror Orchid Cape Tenaro 
Ophrys tenthredinifera Sawfly Orchid Widespread 
Ophrys bombyliflora Bumblebee Orchid Mani 
Ophrys scolopax subsp. scolopax Common Woodcock Orchid Cape Tenaro 
Ophrys scolopax subsp. cornuta Horned Woodcock Orchid Cape Tenaro 
Ophrys umbilicata Eastern Woodcock Orchid Mani 
Ophrys reinholdii Reinhold's Bee Orchid Mani 
Ophrys ferrum-equinum Horseshoe Bee Orchid Widespread 
Ophrys sphegodes subsp. taurica Mammose Spider Orchid Cape Tenaro 
Iridaceae Iris Family   
Gladiolus italicus Field Gladiolus Elaiochori 
Iris tuberosa Snake's-head Iris Parnon 
Iris unguicularis Algerian Iris Parnon 
Iris florentina White Iris - I Areopoli 
Moraea sisyrinchium Barbary Nut Cape Tenaro 
Asphodelaceae Asphodels   
Asphodelus fistulosus Hollow-stemmed Asphodel Gialova Lagoon 
Asphodelus ramosus Branched Asphodel Widespread 
Asphodeline lutea Yellow Asphodel Areopoli 
Amaryllidaceae Amaryllis Family   
Allium circinnatum subsp. peloponnesiacum    Cape Tenaro 
Allium subhirsutum Hairy Garlic Widespread 
Allium ampeloprasum Wild Leek Pylos 
Pancratium maritimum Common Sea Daffodil Gialova Lagoon 
Asparagaceae Asparagus Family   
Ruscus aculeatus Common Butcher's-broom Waterfall 
Ornithogalum divergens Divergent Star-of-Bethlehem Widespread 
Drimia numidica Mediterranean Sea Squill Widespread 
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I = introduced     
Scientific name Common name Notes 
Scilla messeniaca Greek Squill Elaiochori 
Bellevalia dubia   Widespread 
Muscari commutatum Dark Grape-hyacinth Parnon 
Muscari comosum Tassel Hyacinth Pylos 
Asparagus acutifolius Sharp-leaved Asparagus Pylos 
Asparagus horridus Spiny Asparagus Pylos 
Yucca gigantea Giant Yucca - I Widespread 
Agave americana Centuryplant - I Towns 
Arecaceae Palms   
Washingtonia filifera Californian Fan Palm - I Towns 
Phoenix canariensis Canary Islands Date Palm - I Nafplio 
Cyperaceae Sedge Family   
Carex distachya   Gialova Lagoon 
Carex pendula Pendulous Sedge   
Scirpoides holoschoenus Round-headed Club-rush Gialova Lagoon 
Juncaceae Rushes   
Luzula nodulosa Aegean Wood-rush Parnon 
Juncus subulatus Fine-leaved Rush Nafplio 
Juncus acutus Sharp Rush Gialova Lagoon 
Poaceae Grasses   
Stipellula capensis Mediterranean Needle-grass Cape Tenaro 
Oloptum miliaceum Smilo-grass Widespread 
Brachypodium sylvaticum  Common False-brome Elaiochori 
Brachypodium distachyon  Stiff False-brome Mani 
Avena barbata Slender Oat Widespread 
Avena fatua Wild Oat Widespread 
Rostraria cristata Mediterranean Hair-grass Widespread 
Lagurus ovatus Hare's-tail Grass Gialova Lagoon 
Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass Parnon 
Briza maxima Greater Quaking-grass Gialova Lagoon 
Poa bulbosa Bulbous Meadow-grass Mystras 
Polypogon monspeliensis Annual Beard-grass Nafplio 
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass Widespread 
Dactylis glomerata Common Cock's-foot  Widespread 
Lamarckia aurea Golden Dog's-tail Nafplio 
Parapholis incurva Curved Hard-grass Cape Tenaro 
Bromus rigidus Ripgut Brome Gialova Lagoon 
Bromus sterilis Barren Brome Widespread 
Bromus madritensis Compact Brome Widespread 
Hordeum murinum Wall Barley Widespread 
Dasypyrum villosum False Barley Areopoli 
Tripidium ravennae Ravenna-grass Gialova Lagoon 
Imperata cylindrica Cogon Grass Gialova Lagoon 
Andropogon distachyos Mediterranean Beard-grass Areopoli 
Hyparrhenia hirta Common Thatching-grass Widespread 
Arundo donax Giant Reed Gialova Lagoon 
Phragmites australis Common Reed Gialova Lagoon 
Sporobolus pungens Beach Dropseed Nafplio 
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I = introduced     
Scientific name Common name Notes 
Papaveraceae Poppy Family   
Fumaria capreolata White Ramping-fumitory Pylos 
Fumaria officinalis Common Fumitory Mani 
Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy Widespread 
Ranunculaceae Buttercup Family   
Thalictrum orientale Oriental Meadow-rue Elaiochori 
Nigella damascena Common Love-in-a-mist Waterfall 
Anemonoides blanda  Balkan Anemone Parnon 
Anemone hortensis subsp. pavonina Peacock Anemone Widespread 
Clematis vitalba Traveller's-joy Waterfall 
Ficaria verna Lesser Celandine Parnon 
Ranunculus marginatus Marginate Buttercup Areopoli 
Ranunculus muricatus Rough-fruited Buttercup Pylos 
Ranunculus millii Mill's Buttercup Mani 
Ranunculus bullatus Autumn Buttercup Mani 
Platanaceae Planes   
Platanus orientalis Oriental Plane Widespread 
Vitaceae Vine Family   
Vitis vinifera Common Grape-vine Waterfall 
Saxifragaceae Saxifrage Family   
Saxifraga hederacea Ivy-leaved Saxifrage Mystras 
Saxifraga rotundifolia subsp. chrysospleniifolia    Mystras 
Saxifraga carpetana subsp. graeca    Parnon 
Saxifraga tridactylites Rue-leaved Saxifrage Mystras 
Crassulaceae Stonecrop Family   
Umbilicus chloranthus Green Navelwort Waterfall 
Petrosedum amplexicaule Amplexicaule Stonecrop Widespread 
Sedum litoreum Coastal Stonecrop Widespread 
Geraniaceae Crane's-bills   
Geranium rotundifolium Round-leaved Cran'es-bill Pylos 
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Cran'es-bill Elaiochori 
Geranium brutium Calabrian Crane's-bill Mani 
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill Pylos 
Geranium lucidum Shining Crane's-bill Elaiochori 
Geranium purpureum Little Robin Widespread 
Erodium malacoides Mallow-leaved Stork's-bill Widespread 
Erodium gruinum Long-beaked Stork's-bill Mani 
Erodium cicutarium Common Stork's-bill Parnon 
Erodium moschatum Musk Stork's-bill Mani 
Lythraceae Purple Loosestrife Family   
Punica granatum Pomegranate Towns 
Myrtaceae Myrtle Family   
Eucalyptus camuldulensis River Red Gum - I Widespread 
Myrtus communis Common Myrtle Waterfall 
Fabaceae Pea Family   
Cercis siliquatrum Judas Tree Widespread 
Ceratonia siliqua Carob Widespread 
Parkinsonia aculeata Mexican Palo Verde - I Nafplio 
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I = introduced     
Scientific name Common name Notes 
Vachellia farnesiana Sweet Acacia - I Pylos 
Acacia saligna Blue-leaved Wattle - I Nafplio 
Anagyris foetida Bean Trefoil Mani 
Erophaca baetica subsp. orientalis Shrubby Milk-vetch Mani 
Calicotome villosa Hairy Spiny-broom Widespread 
Genista acanthoclada   Cape Tenaro 
Spartium junceum Spanish Broom Widespread 
Lupinus luteus Annual Yellow Lupin Gialova Lagoon 
Lupinus angustifolius Narrow-leaved Lupin Gialova Lagoon 
Lupinus gussoneanus Bitter Blue Lupin Gialova Lagoon 
Bituminaria bituminosa Pitch Trefoil Widespread 
Anthyllis hermanniae  Hermann's Kidney-vetch Gialova Lagoon 
Anthyllis vulneraria  Common Kidney-vetch Cape Tenaro 
Anthyllis circinnata Disc Vetch Pylos 
Lotus hirsutus Canary Clover Waterfall 
Lotus rectus Greater Badassi Waterfall 
Lotus corniculatus  Common Bird's-foot-trefoil Parnon 
Lotus edulis Large-fruited Bird's-foot-trefoil Pylos 
Lotus ornithopodioides Southern Bird’s-foot-trefoil Areopoli 
Lotus tetragonolobus Asparagus-pea Gialova Lagoon 
Tripodion tetraphyllum Bladder Vetch Gialova Lagoon 
Coronilla securidaca Hatchet Vetch Waterfall 
Coronilla rostrata Small Crown Vetch Waterfall 
Coronilla scorpioides Annual Scorpion Vetch Gialova Lagoon 
Hippocrepis emerus subsp. emeroides Scorpion Senna Elaiochori 
Hippocrepis ciliata Lesser Horseshoe Vetch Waterfall 
Scorpiurus muricatus Caterpillar-plant Widespread 
Robinia pseudoacacia  Black Locust Parnon 
Vicia villosa subsp. varia  Hairy Vetch Widespread 
Vicia villosa subsp. maniatissa  Mani Hairy Vetch Mani 
Vicia cretica Cretan Vetch Cape Tenaro 
Vicia grandiflora  Large Yellow Vetch Pylos 
Vicia sativa Common Vetch Nafplio 
Vicia melanops Black-eyed Vetch Mani 
Vicia lutea Yellow Vetch Pylos 
Vicia hybrida  Hairy Yellow Vetch Pylos 
Lathyrus cicera  Red Vetchling Gialova Lagoon 
Lathyrus annuus Annual Pea Gialova Lagoon 
Lathyrus clymenum  Crimson Pea Mani 
Lathyrus aphaca  Yellow Vetchling Mystras 
Lathyrus oleraceus  Culinary Pea Gialova Lagoon 
Ononis pubescens Downy Restharrow Waterfall 
Melilotus italicus Italian Melilot Nafplio 
Trigonella balansae  Balansa's Fenugreek Widespread 
Medicago marina  Sea Medick Gialova Lagoon 
Medicago arabica  Spotted Medick Widespread 
Medicago arborea  Tree Medick Pylos 
Medicago polymorpha Toothed Medick Widespread 
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I = introduced     
Scientific name Common name Notes 
Trifolium repens White Clover Widespread 
Trifolium physodes Greater Strawberry Clover Gialova Lagoon 
Trifolium resupinatum Reversed Clover Gialova Lagoon 
Trifolium aurantiacum Orange Trefoil Mani 
Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil Widespread 
Trifolium scabrum Rough Clover Mani 
Trifolium stellatum Starry Clover Widespread 
Trifolium cherleri Cherler's Clover Cape Tenaro 
Trifolium uniflorum One-flowered Clover Parnon 
Sulla spinosissima Spiny Sainfoin Cape Tenaro 
Onobrychis alba Pale Sainfoin Elaiochori 
Onobrychis caput-galli Cockscomb Sainfoin Mani 
Onobrychis aequidentata Equal-toothed Sainfoin Mani 
Fagaceae Beech Family   
Quercus coccifera Kermes Oak Widespread 
Quercus ilex Holm Oak Waterfall 
Quercus ithaburensis subsp. macrolepis Valonia Oak Areopoli 
Juglandaceae Walnut Family   
Juglans regia White Walnut - I Towns 
Rosaceae Rose Family   
Prunus amygdalus  Almond Towns 
Prunus webbii Webb’s Almond Parnon 
Prunus armeniaca Apricot - I Nafplio 
Pyrus spinosa Almond-leaved Pear Widespread 
Rhaphiolepis bibas  Loquat - I Towns 
Sarcopoterium spinosum Spiny Burnet Mani 
Rhamnaceae Buckthorns   
Rhamnus alaternus  Mediterranean Buckthorn Gialova Lagoon 
Cannabaceae Hemp Family   
Celtis australis Southern Nettle Tree Mystras 
Moraceae Mulberry Family   
Morus alba White Mulberry Towns 
Ficus carica  Common Fig Widespread 
Urticaceae Nettle Family   
Urtica urens Annual Nettle Areopoli 
Urtica membranacea Membranous Nettle Pylos 
Parietaria judaica Pellitory-of-the-wall Widespread 
Cucurbitaceae Cucumber Family   
Ecballium elaterium Squirting Cucumber Pylos 
Bryonia alba Black-fruited Bryony Waterfall 
Sapindaceae Soapberry Family   
Acer sempervirens Green Maple Elaiochori 
Anacardiaceae Sumac Family   
Pistacia terebinthus Terebinth Elaiochori 
Pistacia lentiscus Lentisc Widespread 
Meliaceae Mahogany Family   
Melia azedarach  Indian Bead-tree - I Towns 
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I = introduced     
Scientific name Common name Notes 
Rutaceae Rue Family   
Citrus x aurantium Cultivated Orange - I Towns 
Citrus x limon Cultivated Lemon - I Pylos 
Thymelaeaceae Daphne Family   
Thymelaea tartonraira   Parnon 
Malvaceae Mallow Family   
Brachychiton populneus Kurrajong Bottle Tree - I Towns 
Malva aegyptia Egyptian Mallow Cape Tenaro 
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow Nafplio 
Malva mutliflora Smaller Tree Mallow Widespread 
Malva arborea Tree Mallow Mani 
Cistaceae Rock-rose Family   
Helianthemum nummularium Common Rock-rose Parnon 
Cistus creticus Cretan Rock-rose Gialova Lagoon 
Cistus salviifolius Sage-leaved Rock-rose Waterfall 
Fumana thymifolia Thyme-leaved Fumana Cape Tenaro 
Fumana arabica Arabian Fumana Cape Tenaro 
Tropaeolaceae Nasturtium Family    
Tropaeolum majus  Large Nasturtium  - I Towns 
Capparaceae Capers   
Capparis spinosa Common Caper Pylos 
Brassicaceae Cabbage Family   
Aethionema saxatile Burnt Candytuft Parnon 
Bunias erucago Southern Warty Cabbage Elaiochori 
Matthiola incana Hoary Stock Methoni 
Matthiola sinuata Sea Stock Mani 
Matthiola tricuspidata Three-horned Stock Gialova Lagoon 
Arabis verna Spring Rock-cress Elaiochori 
Draba verna Common Whitlowgrass Parnon 
Alyssum minutum Tiny Alison Parnon 
Alyssum strigosum Strigose Alyssum Elaiochori 
Aurinia saxatilis Golden Alison Mystras 
Fibigia clypeata Roman Shields Parnon 
Cardamine hirsuta Hairy Bittercress Widespread 
Malcolmia flexuosa Wavy Stock Pylos 
Capsella bursa-pastoris Common Shepherd's-purse Widespread 
Biscutella didyma Common Buckler-mustard Mani 
Lunaria annua Annual Honesty Mani 
Teesdalia coronopifolia Southern Shepherd's-cress Parnon 
Noccaea graeca Greek Penny-cress Parnon 
Isatis tinctoria  Common Woad Mystras 
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard Nafplio 
Sinapis alba White Mustard Widespread 
Raphanus raphanistrum subsp. raphanistrum  Wild Radish Waterfall 
Hirschfeldia incana  Hoary Mustard Widespread 
Rapistrum rugosum  Bastard Cabbage Widespread 
Resedaceae Mignonettes   
Reseda alba  White Mignonette Pylos 
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Scientific name Common name Notes 
Oxalidaceae Wood-sorrels   
Oxalis corniculata Procumbent Yellow Sorrel Nafplio 
Oxalis pes-caprae Cape Sorrel Widespread 
Violaceae Violets   
Viola kitaibeliana Kitaibel's Pansy Parnon 
Salicaceae Willow Family   
Populus x canescens Grey Poplar Nafplio 
Linaceae Flaxes   
Linum bienne Pale Flax Pylos 
Linum pubescens Downy Flax Cape Tenaro 
Linum strictum Upright Yellow Flax Cape Tenaro 
Euphorbiaceae Spurge Family   
Mercurialis annua Annual Mercury Widespread 
Euphorbia dendroides Tree Spurge Mani 
Euphorbia acanthothamnos Greek Spiny Spurge Mani 
Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge Widespread 
Euphorbia rigida Narrow-leaved Glaucous Spurge Parnon 
Euphorbia exigua Dwarf Spurge Cape Tenaro 
Euphorbia peplus Petty Spurge Towns 
Euphorbia paralias Sea Spurge Gialova Lagoon 
Euphorbia characias Mediterranean Spurge Elaiochori 
Hypericaceae St John's-worts   
Hypericum empetrifolium Crowberry-leaved St John's-wort Elaiochori 
Hypericum triquetrifolium Crisped St John's-wort   
Hypericum vesiculosum Perfoliate St John's-wort Mystras 
Hypericum perfoliatum Perfoliate St John's-wort Gialova Lagoon 
Thesiaceae Bastard-toadflax Family   
Thesium humile Field Bastard-toadflax Cape Tenaro 
Santalaceae Sandalwood Family   
Osyris alba Common Osyris Pylos 
Viscaceae Mistletoe Family   
Viscum album Common Mistletoe Parnon 
Tamaricaceae Tamarisks   
Tamarix canariensis Canary Islands Tamarisk - I Towns 
Tamarix hampeana Hampe's Tamarisk Gialova Lagoon 
Plumbaginaceae Leadwort Family   
Limonium virgatum Twiggy Sea-lavender Cape Tenaro 
Polygonaceae Knotgrass Family   
Rumex bucephalophorus Horned Dock Cape Tenaro 
Rumex spinosus Spiny Emex Gialova Lagoon 
Caryophyllaceae Campion Family   
Polycarpon tetraphyllum  Four-leaved Allseed Towns 
Arenaria serpyllifolia  Thyme-leaved Sandwort Elaiochori 
Stellaria media Common Chickweed Widespread 
Stellaria cupaniana Sticky Chickweed Pylos 
Moenchia graeca Greek Upright-chickweed Parnon 
Cerastium illyricum Illyrian Mouse-ear Widespread 
Cerastium glomeratum Sticky Mouse-ear Widespread 
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Scientific name Common name Notes 
Petrorhagia dubia Hairy Pink Mani 
Petrorhagia glumacea   Mani 
Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion Mystras 
Silene integripetala subsp. integripetala Entire-petalled Catchfly Mani 
Silene cretica Cretan Catchfly Mani 
Silene nocturna Nocturnal Catchfly Kokkala 
Silene gallica Small-flowered Catchfly Mani 
Silene colorata Mediterranean Catchfly Widespread 
Amaranthaceae Amaranth Family   
Atriplex portulacoides Common Sea-purslane Nafplio 
Atriplex halimus Shrubby Orache Nafplio 
Salicornia fruticosa Shrubby Glasswort Nafplio 
Suaeda vera Shrubby Sea-blite Nafplio 
Aizoaceae Iceplants   
Carpobrotus acinaciformis Sally-my-handsome - I Mani 
Cactaceae Cactus Family   
Opuntia ficus-indica Common Prickly-pear - I Mani 
Austrocylindropuntia cylindrica Cane Cactus - I Mani 
Primulaceae Primrose Family   
Cyclamen hederifolium Common Sowbread Waterfall 
Cyclamen graecum Greek Cyclamen Widespread 
Cyclamen rhodium subsp. peloponnesiacum Peloponnese Spring Sowbread Waterfall 
Cyclamen rhodium subsp. vividum Vivid Spring Sowbread Parnon 
Lysimachia arvensis Scarlet Pimpernel Widespread 
Styracaceae Storax Family   

Styrax officinalis Snowbell Tree Coast Near 
Parnon 

Ericaceae Heath Family   
Erica arborea Tree Heath Parnon 
Erica manipuliflora Autumn Heather Parnon 
Arbutus unedo Mediterranean Strawberry Tree Waterfall 
Arbutus andrachne Eastern Strawberry Tree Parnon 
Campanulaceae Bellflower Family   
Campanula ramosissima Branched Bellflower Mani 
Campanula spatulata Spoon-leaved Bellflower Mani 
Campanula andrewsii subsp. hirsutula   Mystras 
Campanula topaliana   Mani 
Campanula kamariana Kamari's Bellflower Mani 
Campanula drabifolia Rockcress-leaved Bellflower Cape Tenaro 
Asteraceae Daisy Family   
Carlina corymbosa  Flat-topped Carline Thistle Cape Tenaro 
Atractylis cancellata Cage Thistle Cape Tenaro 
Onopordum illyricum Illyrian Cotton Thistle Cape Tenaro 
Galactites tomentosus Purple Milk-thistle Gialova Lagoon 
Cynara cornigera  White Cardoon Cape Tenaro 
Ptilostemon chamaepeuce Shrubby Feather-thistle Pylos 
Ptilostemon gnaphaloides Cudweed Feather-thistle Elaiochori 
Lamyropsis cynaroides     Cape Tenaro 
Picnomon acarna Picnomon Gialova Lagoon 



Greece - Spring in the Peloponnese Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek May 26 22 
 

I = introduced     
Scientific name Common name Notes 
Silybum marianum  Milk Thistle Gialova Lagoon 
Tyrimnus leucographus White-spotted Thistle Cape Tenaro 
Carduus pycnocephalus  Southern Slender Thistle Widespread 
Centaurea raphanina subsp. mixta   Cape Tenaro 
Centaurea seridis subsp. sonchifolia   Gialova Lagoon 
Centaurea cyanus Common Cornflower Cape Tenaro 
Crupina crupinastrum Southern False Saw-wort Cape Tenaro 
Geropogon hybridus Slender Salsify Cape Tenaro 
Tragopogon porrifolius  Purple Salsify Widespread 
Reichardia picroides Common Reichardia Widespread 
Sonchus asper  Prickly Sow-thistle Waterfall 
Sonchus oleraceus  Smooth Sow-thistle Widespread 
Urospermum picroides Prickly Goldenfleece Widespread 
Rhagadiolus stellatus Star Hawkbit Mystras 
Crepis rubra  Pink Hawk’s-beard Gialova Lagoon 
Crepis dioscoridis   Widespread 
Crepis neglecta Tiny Hawk's-beard Widespread 
Cichorium intybus  Common Chicory Cape Tenaro 
Calendula arvensis Field Marigold Gialova Lagoon 
Tussilago farfara Common Colt's-foot Parnon 
Senecio vernalis  Eastern Groundsel Elaiochori 
Senecio vulgaris  Common Groundsel Widespread 
Doronicum caucasicum Downy Leopard's-bane Parnon 
Achillea maritima  Cottonweed Gialova Lagoon 
Anthemis tomentosa Woolly Chamomile Gialova Lagoon 
Anthemis chia  Chios Chamomile Widespread 
Glebionis segetum Corn Marigold Gialova Lagoon 
Glebionis coronaria Crown Daisy Widespread 
Bellis perennis  Common Daisy Elaiochori 
Erigeron sumatrensis  Pyramidal Fleabane Nafplio 
Phagnalon graecum Eastern Phagnalon Pylos 
Helichrysum stoechas subsp. barrelieri Scentless Curry-plant Gialova Lagoon 
Filago pyramidata Broad-leaved Cudweed Cape Tenaro 
Filago pygmaea Pygmy Cudweed Cape Tenaro 
Pentanema verbascifolium Mullein-leaved Fleabane Parnon 
Limbarda crithmoides Golden-samphire Gialova Lagoon 
Dittrichia viscosa Woody Fleabane Widespread 
Pallenis spinosa  Spiny Pallenis Areopoli 
Caprifoliaceae Honeysuckle Family   
Valerianella discoidea Disc-fruited Cornsalad Areopoli 
Valeriana rubra  Red Valerian Mystras 
Valeriana italica  Italian Valerian Pylos 
Lomelosia brachiata   Cape Tenaro 
Knautia integrifolia Entire-leaved Scabious Widespread 
Dipsacus fullonum  Common Teasel Gialova Lagoon 
Pittosporaceae Pittosporums   
Pittosporum tobira Japanese Cheesewood - I Diros 
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Araliaceae Aralia Family   
Hedera helix  Common Ivy Waterfall 
Apiaceae Umbellifers   
Eryngium maritimum  Sea-holly Gialova Lagoon 
Scandix pecten-veneris Common Shepherd's-needle Gialova Lagoon 
Ferula communis  Giant Fennel Widespread 
Torilis nodosa  Knotted Hedge-parsley Nafplio 
Orlaya daucoides Flat-fruited Orlaya Gialova Lagoon 
Daucus carota  Common Carrot  Widespread 
Scaligeria napiformis   Pylos 
Crithmum maritimum Rock Samphire Kokkala 
Opopanax hispidus  Hispid Heal-all Cape Tenaro 
Foeniculum vulgare  Common Fennel Widespread 
Tordylium officinale Balkan Hartwort Pylos 
Tordylium apulum Mediterranean Hartwort Widespread 
Leiotulus aureus   Golden Hogweed Areopoli 
Convolvulaceae Bindweed Family   
Cuscuta epithymum  Common Dodder Pylos 
Convolvulus pentapetaloides Five-lobed Bindweed Cape Tenaro 
Convolvulus althaeoides subsp. tenuissimus  Fine-leaved Bindweed Cape Tenaro 
Solanaceae Nightshade Family   
Solanum elaeagnifolium  Silvery-leaved Nightshade - I Nafplio 
Boraginaceae Borage Family   
Cerinthe major Greater Honeywort Widespread 
Cerinthe retorta Violet Honeywort Mani 
Alkanna tinctoria Dyer's Alkanet Parnon 
Echium italicum  Pale Viper's-bugloss Kokkala 
Echium plantagineum  Purple Viper's-bugloss Gialova Lagoon 
Echium parviflorum  Small-flowered Viper’s-bugloss Mani 
Onosma frutescens  Shrubby Golden Drop Mani 
Anchusa hybrida Intermediate Alkanet Widespread 
Anchusa variegata Variegated Alkanet Pylos 
Borago officinalis Common Borage Gialova Lagoon 
Myosotis ramosissima Early Forget-me-not Elaiochori 
Cynoglossum columnae    Widespread 
Cynoglossum creticum Blue Hound's-tongue Waterfall 
Rubiaceae Bedstraw Family   
Theligonum cynocrambe  Dog-cabbage Mani 
Rubia peregrina Common Madder Waterfall 
Sherardia arvensis  Field Madder Gialova Lagoon 
Valantia hispida  Bristly Crosswort Mani 
Galium aparine Common Cleavers Mystras 
Gentianaceae Gentian Family   
Blackstonia perfoliata Yellow-wort Gialova Lagoon 
Apocynaceae Periwinkle Family   
Vinca herbacea Herbaceous Periwinkle Mani 
Nerium oleander Oleander Widespread 
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Oleaceae Olive Family   
Jasminum mesnyi  Golden Jasmine - I Pylos 
Fraxinus ornus Manna Ash Pylos 
Olea europaea  Common Olive Widespread 
Phillyrea latifolia  Broad-leaved Mock Privet Gialova Lagoon 
Plantaginaceae Plantain Family   
Cymbalaria microcalyx Hairy Ivy-leaved Toadflax Mystras 
Misopates orontium Weasel's-snout Mani 
Antirrhinum majus  Common Snapdragon Parnon 
Globularia alypum  Shrubby Globularia  Mani 
Plantago coronopus  Buck's-horn Plantain Gialova Lagoon 
Plantago lagopus  Hare's-foot Plantain Widespread 
Plantago bellardii Bellard's Plantain Mani 
Plantago afra Glandular Plantain Cape Tenaro 
Veronica glauca  Glaucous Speedwell Widespread 
Veronica cymbalaria Pale Speedwell Pylos 
Scrophulariaceae Figwort Family   
Scrophularia peregrina Nettle-leaved Figwort Waterfall 
Scrophularia heterophylla Various-leaved Figwort Mani 
Scrophularia canina subsp. bicolor French Figwort Elaiochori 
Verbascum macrurum   Mani 
Verbascum samniticum Samnitic Mullein Mani 
Lamiaceae Dead-nettle Family   
Lavandula stoechas  French Lavender Mani 
Salvia rosmarinus  Common Rosemary Towns 
Salvia fruticosa Shrubby Sage Widespread 
Salvia verbenaca  Wild Clary Waterfall 
Salvia viridis Annual Clary Cape Tenaro 
Micromeria graeca Greek Micromint Pylos 
Thymbra capitata   Conehead Thyme Widespread 
Origanum onites  Greek Oregano Areopoli 
Teucrium chamaedrys Wall Germander Cape Tenaro 
Teucrium capitatum Eastern Felty Germander Cape Tenaro 
Stachys cretica  Cretan Woundwort Mani 
Stachys canescens    Pylos 
Stachys ocymastrum Hairy Woundwort Kokkala 
Prasium majus  Shrubby Woundwort Widespread 
Sideritis romana subsp. curvidens Roman Ironwort Cape Tenaro 
Phlomis fruticosa Jerusalem Sage Widespread 
Pseudodictamnus acetabulosus  Greek Horehound Cape Tenaro 
Lamium garganicum  Large Dead-nettle Parnon 
Lamium bifidum Bifid Dead-nettle Parnon 
Lamium amplexicaule  Henbit Dead-nettle Areopoli 
Verbenaceae Vervain Family   
Lantana camara Lantana - I Kokkala 
Paulowniaceae Foxglove-trees   
Paulownia tomentosa Foxglove-tree - I Corinth 
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Orobanchaceae Broomrape Family   
Orobanche mutelii  Mutel’s Broomrape Pylos 
Orobanche reticulata  Thistle Broomrape Pylos 
Orobanche pubescens  Downy Broomrape Widespread 
Orobanche minor  Common Broomrape Gialova Lagoon 
Orobanche gracilis  Slender Broomrape Mani 
Parentucellia viscosa  Yellow Bartsia Gialova Lagoon 
Parentucellia latifolia  Southern Bartsia Elaiochori 

 


