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Tour participants: Mike Crewe & Christos (leaders) with ten Naturetrek clients
Summary

New trips are always full of surprises, but some perhaps more than others. Many of the group were surprised at
the enormity of the wetlands that we visited, the great wealth of birds to be found there, the lumbering size of the
Dalmatian Pelicans and, perhaps the greatest surprise of all, which shall be referred to simply as “Martin”. We
moved in a Greek way, enjoying pink-tinged, plunge-feeding Slender-billed Gulls, great hordes of fishing
cormorants and pelicans, some wonderful views of Greater Spotted Eagles in the Eucalyptus trees, and busy parties
of Serins, Cirl Buntings and Woodlarks. A day out at Ancient Olympia was a delightful break from the wetlands,

and we had some wonderful meals courtesy of Maria and her little taverna.

This was a wonderful trip for the huge numbers of waterfowl, herons, egrets and waders that thronged the coastal
lagoons and for the wealth of raptors, from buzzards and kites, to harriers and impressive eagles. All these made

for a wonderful time in a chilly yet spectacularly scenic corner of Greece.
Day 1 Saturday 10th January

A chilly early morning start, shortly after the passing of a major storm, could have given cause for concern, but we
boarded and set off remarkably efficiently. Arriving in Athens, we headed west along main roads and stopped off
at the impressive Corinth Canal for a photo stop and lunch. Continuing on our way, we had to detour to avoid
road closures, but eventually we made it to our hotel, tucked away in the north-west corner of the Peloponnese. A

short drive took us to a local taverna for dinner, before preparation for the morrow and bed.
Day 2 Sunday 11th January

Obur first day dawned as predicted, after a wild night of high winds, rain and thunderstorms. Our vans picked their
way through floodwater on the road to breakfast, and the weather continued wet for the morning, though the
winds died down. We spent time around Kalogera Lagoon and later Prokopou Lagoon, finding birds at nearly
every turn. A highlight came with a mass of hundreds of Great Cormorants gliding in to feed. The feeding frenzy
drew in parties of huge and impressive Dalmatian Pelicans, while in the background, ranks of Great and Little
Egrets, Grey Herons and Spoonbills picked off morsels around the edges. Flocks of Teals, Shovelers, Coots and
others were on the water, and we had some close encounters with Black-necked Grebes. Caspian Terns put on a
fine display, and we were pleased to find a Slender-billed Gull. Surrounding fields held flocks of Meadow Pipits,
with Water Pipits in the wetter areas, while two flighty Richard’s Pipits were a nice bonus.

For our packed lunches, we headed into the dunes in the Strophylia National Park, stopping off to watch Crested
Larks and Kentish Plovers on the beach, before heading into the scenic forest of Stone and Aleppo Pines. We
began the afternoon cruising through the pinewoods, which were flooded with water to the point that Redshanks,
egrets and even Greater Flamingoes were feeding within the pinewoods! The rain had eased after lunch and the
sun started to edge its way through: great landscape photo opportunities arose. We passed flocks of Starlings and
Lapwings, the latter with a single Golden Plover in tow, and finished our day with some great views of Western
Rock Nuthatches as the sun set over the distant outline of Zakynthos. It had been a great day, all rounded off with

a wonderful taverna dinner.
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Day 3 Monday 12th January

We headed out for a bit of culture today, and headed down the coast for a day at the site of Ancient Olympia. We
had a guided tour around the museum, which contained a great wealth of artefacts found at this important site
over the years. We could see the gradual change from an array of pottery items in changing styles, through the use
of metal to create more intricate implements. There were amazing statues, too, of Hermes and the infant Dionysus,
Nike of Paionios, the Roman emperor Hadrian and many more. Outside, we toured the original gymnasium site,
the palacio and the temples of Hera and Zeus, all in various states of renovation. Here, too, was the original Olympic

stadium, and some of the group showed us their prowess in hurtling along the length of the site.

After a bit of free time to wander the Crown Anemone-studded paths, we reconvened at the vehicles and ate our
packed lunches. From here, we headed back towards Strofylia, stopping for some final wetland birding and to

watch the impressive murmuration of Starlings over the reeds as the sun lowered in the sky.
Day 4 Tuesday 13th January

After our usual 7.30am breakfast at Maria’s place, and the almost obligatory Green Sandpiper in the flooded drive,
we packed up the vehicles and began our drive to our next destination. Just a short distance away, we stopped at a
small harbour to see what birds were along the beach or in the bay, and found a nice collection of gulls and terns
on nearby rocks, including some forty Mediterranean Gulls, several apparent ‘Baltic’ Lesser Black-backed Gulls,

and a few Sandwich Terns. Crested Larks and a Kentish Plover were on the sandy beach.

European Serin Sunrise at Messolonghi

Our route then took us over the spectacular Charilaos Trikoupis bridge, one of the world’s longest multispan cable-
stay bridges, a feature which gracefully added to the majesty of the landscape. Once over the bridge, we headed
west and arrived in Messolonghi in plenty of time for a first tour around part of the vast complex of lagoons,
saltmarsh and bays that make up this important site for wintering birds. Vast rafts of Coots and Great Cormorants,
stands of Greater Flamingoes and ranks of herons and egrets were spread out before us, and we worked our way
through a fine collection of waders which included Avocets, Grey Plovers, Little Stints, Redshanks and
Greenshanks in great quantity, plus choicer finds including two Temminck’s Stints and two Greater Sand Plovers.
Our attempts to find ‘Derek the Terek’ proved fruitless during the week, but it gave us another fun talking point

over dinner as the week went on.
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Day 5 Wednesday 14th January

Today saw us heading to a more easterly part of the wetland complex, with Common Buzzards and Marsh Harriers
continuing to stir up the flocks of birds. Water Pipits trotted around the margins with more numerous Meadow
Pipits and White Wagtails, and a raised viewing tower allowed us to spot some Common Snipe on muddy patches
within the reed stands. From here, we headed northwards into the hills and drove up into Klissoura Gorge, where
dramatic limestone cliffs housed some very obliging Griffon Vultures. A pair of Ravens was in residence, and
stands of Annual Honesty were flowering along the old roadside, along with the first Almond flowers of the year

and some Scorpion Senna flowers.

For lunch, we arrived, via an interesting detour, at what we discovered was ‘Martin’s Place’, an interestingly quirky
lunch stop, full of waffles, lakeside stories and surely many interesting memories to be savoured! Beyond here, we
headed for the more westerly Louros lagoon area of the wetlands, taking some interesting dirt roads around a
number of bird-filled lagoons. As ever, Greater Flamingoes graced the open waters, and wagtails and pipits trotted
around the margins. Two Black Storks were a highlight here, and we found a small party of Spanish Sparrows and
our first Serins of the trip. One particular stop turned up a nice gathering of Common Snipe on some grassy pools,

and they showed nicely in the scope.
Day 6 Thursday 15th January

After the now obligatory cruise to check for Derek the Terek (still no sign), we picked up our bakery lunches and
headed a couple of hours to the north, into the great basin of the Amvrakikos Wetlands National Park. Snaking
our way through little back lanes, we eventually arrived at our destination, and were soon seeing small groups of
Black and Red Kites circling around. When we scanned the scattered trees, our first Greater Spotted Eagles were
found, and we enjoyed some lovely views of these smart birds, especially the spotty-winged youngsters. A Hen
Harrier passed through all too briefly, before we found ourselves once again overlooking a vast complex of coastal
lagoons. Lunch was taken on a small beach, overlooking a calm sea studded with several hundred Great Crested
Grebes and smaller numbers of Black-necked Grebes. We spotted an acrobatic school of Common Bottlenose

Dolphins, leaping with great abandon across the bay.

Further on, shallower margins provided more waders, with Oystercatcher and Sanderling being added to our lists,
while several Black-throated Divers and two Red-breasted Mergansers were enjoyed in the scope. Trying to fit in
all of the great wildlife locations in this corner is difficult, but we did manage to squeeze in a short visit to one of
the important freshwater lakes of the area, Lake Lisimachia, before we wound our way home enjoying yet more

tabulous vistas set off against a setting sun.
Day 7 Friday 16th January

It was time for a little more culture today, so we headed into the nearby hills to visit the ancient site of Pleuron,
with its Cyclopean walls, giant cistern and partially-renovated theatre. While enjoying the site, we inevitably chanced
across some nice wildlife, too, with parties of Serins and Cirl Buntings noted, and a nice total of nineteen
Woodlarks. A male Blue Rock Thrush held court near the ancient theatre, and some of the small plants lining the
paths were coming into flower, most notably large quantities of the pale blue Bellevalia hyacinthoides and white Chios

Chamomile, together with a few stripy heads of Friar’s Cowl.
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From here, we headed north to a small National Park comprising riparian woodland of Ash, Elm and White Poplar,
which is rapidly becoming a very rare habitat in the region. After eating our picnics, we took a walk along a stone
path and heard a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, then enjoyed great views of a Middle Spotted Woodpecker. Heading
back towards Messolonghi, we took the driveable track along the eastern side of Klissova Lagoon and out to the
southernmost tip of the wetland. Here, we found more flocks of waders gathered on the mud, with notably large
numbers of Grey Plovers, a cluster of Sanderlings, several Bar-tailed Godwits and a wide range of the now familiar

species.
Day 8 Saturday 17th January

Flights times only allowed for an hour or so of local birding before we needed to start heading for Athens, so we
took a final short drive along the side of Klissova Lagoon. Unfortunately, it was rather windy today and birds were
less easy to approach, but we enjoyed shrimp-pink Greater Flamingoes and diminutive Pygmy Cormorants with
their ever-attendant Coots, while the occasional Dalmatian Pelican lumbered overhead, no doubt moving in a

Greek way.

After a final stop at our favourite bakery for lunch goodies, we took to the main roads and headed back over the
wonderful cable-stay bridge, turning eastwards along the northern coast of the Peloponnese and making it in good
time back to Athens airport. Some of the group headed off to the railway station for a few days of cultural activities,
and the rest of us headed for Departures. Many thanks to all for a wonderful inaugural trip to this little-known

corner of Greece, which was full of wonderful surprises, great memories and some very strange moments of mirth!

Strofylia National Park
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Receive our e-newsletter Social Media
Join the Naturetrek email list and be the first to We're social! Follow us on Instagram, Facebook,
hear about new tours, additional departures and Bluesky and X and be the first to hear about the
new dates, tour reports and special offers. launch of new tours, offers, exciting sightings and

photos from our recently returned holidays.

naturetrek co.uk/e-newsletter-signup

mnstagram com/naturetrek_wildhfe holidays

facebook com/naturetrekwildlifeholidays
naturetrek bsky.social

RO O

x.com/naturetrektours (formerly T\vitter)
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Birds

Common name
Common Shelduck
Northern Shoveler
Eurasian Wigeon
Mallard

Northern Pintail
Eurasian Teal

Common Pochard
Red-breasted Merganser
Rock Dove

Eurasian Collared Dove
Water Rail

Common Moorhen
Eurasian Coot

Little Grebe

Great Crested Grebe
Black-necked Grebe
Greater Flamingo
Eurasian Oystercatcher
Pied Avocet

Grey Plover

European Golden Plover
Common Ringed Plover
Northern Lapwing
Greater Sand Plover
Kentish Plover
Eurasian Curlew
Bar-tailed Godwit
Common Snipe
Common Sandpiper
Green Sandpiper
Common Redshank
Spotted Redshank
Common Greenshank
Ruddy Turnstone

Ruff

Temminck's Stint
Sanderling

Dunlin

Little Stint

Caspian Tern

Sandwich Tern
Slender-billed Gull
Black-headed Gull
Mediterranean Gull
Yellow-legged Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull

Scientific name 10
Tadorna tadorna

Spatula clypeata

Mareca penelope

Anas platyrhynchos

Anas acuta

Anas crecca

Aythya ferina

Mergus serrator

Columba livia v
Streptopelia decaocto v

Rallus aquaticus

Gallinula chloropus

Fulica atra

Tachybaptus ruficollis
Podiceps cristatus
Podiceps nigricollis
Phoenicopterus roseus
Haematopus ostralegus
Recurvirostra avosetta
Pluvialis squatarola
Pluvialis apricaria
Charadrius hiaticula
Vanellus vanellus
Anarhynchus leschenaultii
Anarhynchus alexandrinus
Numenius arquata

Limosa lapponica
Gallinago gallinago

Actitis hypoleucos

Tringa ochropus

Tringa totanus

Tringa erythropus

Tringa nebularia

Arenaria interpres

Calidris pugnax

Calidris temminckii
Calidris alba

Calidris alpina

Calidris minuta
Hydroprogne caspia
Thalasseus sandvicensis
Chroicocephalus genei
Chroicocephalus ridibundus
Ichthyaetus melanocephalus
Larus michahellis v
Larus fuscus

11

N oo« <«

S o

10

20

—_

12
45

—_

January 2026
13 14
v v
v v

10+
12+
v v
v v
v v
v v
v
4 6
2
v v
v v
40 v
1
v
2
20
15 v
7
20
4 10
v v
2
10 v
1
4
2
v v
v v
13 20
2
v v
v v
40
v v
6 1

15

10

<

LANNoITNA N

50+

20

Lo A A

<«

30+
30+

N

C oA«

LAl

17

<«

PPN




Common name
Black-throated Diver
Black Stork

Pygmy Cormorant
Great Cormorant
Glossy Ibis

Eurasian Spoonbill
Little Egret

Great Egret

Western Cattle Egret
Grey Heron

Dalmatian Pelican
Osprey

Griffon Vulture

Greater Spotted Eagle
Eurasian Sparrowhawk
Hen Harrier

Western Marsh Harrier
Red Kite

Black Kite

Common Buzzard
Little Owl

Eurasian Scops Owl
Tawny Owl

Common Kingdfisher
Middle Spotted Woodpecker
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
European Green Woodpecker
Common Kestrel
Peregrine Falcon
Eurasian Jay

Eurasian Magpie
Western Jackdaw
Northern Raven
Carrion (Hooded) Crow
Eurasian Blue Tit
Great Tit

Eurasian Penduline Tit
Woodlark

Crested Lark

Eurasian Crag Martin
Cetti's Warbler
Long-tailed Tit
Common Chiffchaff
Zitting Cisticola
Eurasian Blackcap
Sardinian Warbler
Eurasian Wren
Western Rock Nuthatch
Common Starling

Scientific name
Gavia arctica

Ciconia nigra
Microcarbo pygmaeus
Phalacrocorax carbo
Plegadis falcinellus
Platalea leucorodia
Egretta garzetta
Ardea alba

Ardea ibis

Ardea cinerea
Pelecanus crispus
Pandion haliaetus
Gyps fulvus

Clanga clanga
Accipiter nisus

Circus cyaneus
Circus aeruginosus
Milvus milvus

Milvus migrans

Buteo buteo

Athene noctua

Otus scops

Strix aluco

Alcedo atthis
Dendrocoptes medius
Dryobates minor
Picus viridis

Falco tinnunculus
Falco peregrinus
Garrulus glandarius
Pica pica

Coloeus monedula
Corvus corax

Corvus corone cornix
Cyanistes caeruleus
Parus major

Remiz pendulinus
Lullula arborea
Galerida cristata
Ptyonoprogne rupestris
Cettia cetti
Aegithalos caudatus
Phylloscopus collybita
Cisticola juncidis
Sylvia atricapilla
Curruca melanocephala
Troglodytes troglodytes
Sitta neumayer
Sturnus vulgaris
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Common name
Song Thrush
Common Blackbird
European Robin
Black Redstart

Blue Rock Thrush
European Stonechat
Spanish Sparrow
House Sparrow
Dunnock

Grey Wagtail

White Wagtail
Richard's Pipit
Meadow Pipit
Red-throated Pipit
Water Pipit

Eurasian Chaffinch
European Greenfinch
Common Linnet
European Goldfinch
European Serin
Corn Bunting

Cirl Bunting
Common Reed Bunting

Mammals

| = introduced

Common name

Coypu - |

Common Bottlenose Dolphin

Amphibians

Common name
European Tree Frog
Common Toad

Butterflies

Common name
Small White
Large White
Clouded Yellow
Red Admiral
Painted Lady

Scientific name
Turdus philomelos
Turdus merula
Erithacus rubecula
Phoenicurus ochruros
Monticola solitarius
Saxicola rubicola
Passer hispaniolensis
Passer domesticus
Prunella modularis
Motacilla cinerea
Motacilla alba

Anthus richardi
Anthus pratensis
Anthus cervinus
Anthus spinoletta
Fringilla coelebs
Chloris chloris

Linaria cannabina
Carduelis carduelis
Serinus serinus
Emberiza calandra
Emberiza cirlus
Emberiza schoeniclus

Scientific name
Myocastor coypus
Tursiops truncatus

Scientific name
Hyla arborea
Bufo bufo

Scientific name

Pieris brassicae
Colias croceus
Vanessa atalanta
Vanessa cardui
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Plants

Common name
Leafless Joint-pine
Friar's-cowl
Common Smilax
Algerian Iris
Branched Asphodel

Mediterranean Sea Squill

Sharp Rush
Heldreich's Rush
Ravenna-grass
Cogon Grass
Crown Anemone
Peacock Anemone
Silky Buttercup
Hairy Buttercup
Oriental Plane
River Red Gum
Carob

Mexican Palo Verde
Spanish Broom
Pitch Trefoil
Scorpion Senna
Hairy Vetch
Kermes Oak
Almond
Small-leaved EIm
Indian Bead-tree
Cultivated Orange
Cultivated Lemon
Three-horned Stock
Annual Honesty
Sea Rocket
White Mustard
Charlock

Wild Radish

Cape Sorrel
White Poplar
Annual Mercury
Tree Spurge

Sea Spurge

Mediterranean Catchfly

Shrubby Glasswort
Common Sowbread
Purple Milk-thistle
Milk Thistle
Tuberous Hawkbit
Field Marigold

Scientific name
Ephedra foeminea
Arisarum vulgare
Smilax aspera

Iris unguicularis
Asphodelus ramosus
Drimia numidica
Bellevalia hyacinthoides
Juncus acutus

Juncus heldreichianus
Tripidium ravennae
Imperata cylindrica
Anemone coronatria
Anemone hortensis
Ranunculus velutinus
Ranunculus sardous
Platanus orientalis
Eucalyptus camaldulensis
Ceratonia siliqua
Parkinsonia aculeata
Spartium junceum
Bituminaria bituminosa
Hippocrepis emerus
Vicia villosa

Quercus coccifera
Prunus amygdalus
Ulmus minor

Melia azedarach
Citrus x aurantium
Citrus x limon
Matthiola tricuspidata
Lunaria annua

Cakile maritima
Sinapis alba
Rhamphospermum arvense
Raphanus raphanistrum
Oxalis pes-caprae
Populus alba
Mercurialis annua
Euphorbia dendroides
Euphorbia paralias
Silene colorata
Salicornia fruticosa
Cyclamen hederifolium
Galactites tomentosus
Silybum marianum
Leontodon tuberosus
Calendula arvensis
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January 2026
Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Cottonweed Achillea maritima v
Chios Chamomile Anthemis chia v
Common Daisy Bellis perennis v
Southern Daisy Bellis sylvestris v
Glaucous Speedwell Veronica glauca v
Conehead Thyme Thymbra capitata N
Bifid Dead-nettle Lamium bifidum v
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