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Tour participants:  Byron Palacios (leader) with 13 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Thursday 12th November 

London Heathrow – Guatemala (via Madrid) – La Antigua 

We set off on our early flight from London Heathrow to Guatemala, via Madrid where we changed planes. Both 

flights were on time and we arrived at Guatemala in the late afternoon. We then transferred to Antigua where we 

arrived in the early evening and checked in at our lovely colonial-style hotel. Later we enjoyed a delicious first 

dinner in one of the local restaurants of this beautiful town, and had a restful night afterwards. 

Day 2 Friday 13th November 

Finca El Pilar – Finca Filadelfia 

After a leisurely start we drove to the outskirts of Antigua to visit Finca El Pilar, a nicely shaded coffee farm 

which offers great birding along its 1.5 kilometre track covering a good altitudinal range. We drove up to the 

highest point of the track from where we had wonderful views of the caldera (volcano). We enjoyed some good 

birding and saw great birds such as Black-capped Swallow, Rufous-collared Thrush, Black-headed Siskin, Bushy-

crested Jay, Townsend’s Warbler, Wine-throated Hummingbird, Red-tailed Hawk, Black Vulture, Acorn 

Woodpecker, Bushy-crested Jay, White-eared Hummingbird, White-throated Swift, Eastern Bluebird and 

Northern Mockingbird. Around the mirador offered other interesting species such as Band-backed Wren, 

Golden-crowned Warbler, Steller’s Jay, Red Crossbill, and more active Acorn Woodpeckers. At midday we drove 

down the farm entrance where hummingbird feeders offered a good number of species of these colourful and 

fast feathered gems: Beryline Hummingbird, Azure-crowned Hummingbird, Green Violetear, Violet Sabrewing, 

Amethyst-throated Hummingbird, Green-throated Mountaingem and Rufous Sabrewing; and an active Wilson’s 

Warbler. 

 

After having had a great time birding in Finca El Pilar, we drove back into Antigua to exchange some money, 

and then had a delicious lunch in Finca Filadelfia, located a short drive from La Antigua’s main outskirts. We all 

enjoyed a delicious lunch while birding in their gardens. After lunch, we boarded their funny massive 4x4 trucks 

and headed to the top of the finca for a walk which produced lovely views of the volcano plus some interesting 

bird species. We continued walking down the track and caught up with our 4x4 truck which took us back to the 

main car park where we changed into our minibus and returned to the hotel. In the evening we had dinner in 

another nice restaurant in Antigua.  

Day 3 Saturday 14th November 

Manzanilla Ridge – Tecpan – Los Tarrales Reserve 

Today we left Antigua. It was a lovely fresh morning and we caught up with some of the garden birds at our 

lovely lodge before collecting our belongings and setting off, heading south towards our next destination, Finca 

Los Tarrales. 

 

Our plan was to bird on the way, targeting some of the specialties at Manzanilla Ridge and Tecpan (also known 

as La Suiza). It took us an hour to get to the area where, unfortunately, it was windy and rainy. We went to our 
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lunch stop to wait for the rain to stop and enjoyed some lovely coffee and snacks whilst birding in the restaurant 

garden which produced Clay-coloured Thrush, Rufous-collared Robin, Spotted Towhee, White-winged Dove 

and American Kestrel amongst others. The weather improved so we moved to the Manzanilla trail where the 

birding turned into a great experience despite the weather conditions. We had great views of Rufous-browed 

Wren, Montane Trogon, Greater Pewee, American Redstart, Yellow-throated Warbler, Golden-browed Warbler, 

Red-faced Warbler, Slate-throated Whitestart, White-naped Brush Finch, Common Bush Tanager, Cinnamon-

bellied Flowerpiercer, and great views of the magnificent and regional endemic Pink-headed Warbler! Happy 

with our sightings, we returned to our minibus and drove a short distance back to the restaurant where we 

enjoyed more of the traditional Guatemalan food. A few interesting birds such as Clay-coloured Thrush, Rufous-

collared Robin, Spotted Towhee and Rufous-collared Sparrow were seen at the restaurant.  

 

After lunch we started our three hour drive to Finca Los Tarrales, passing bare-looking volcanoes and lakes 

alongside the dramatic landscape. We arrived to Los Tarrales just before the sunset, just in time to do some 

birding along the track that leads to the finca. We saw some fantastic birds including Lineated Woodpecker, 

White-throated Magpie-Jay, Vaux’s Swift, White-fronted Amazon and Yellow Warbler. We finally arrived at the 

lodge and our comfortable rooms were allocated straight away. We then had a break before a delicious dinner 

and a restful night. 

Day 4 Sunday 15th November 

Los Tarrales Reserve  

We awoke listening to the lively village within the reserve, and the unique aroma of freshly ground coffee 

dominating the air. We enjoyed a delicious early breakfast to get the most out of the morning around the reserve. 

Resident birder at Los Tarrales, Josué, greeted us by the main house and we set off on a birding walk along the 

farm’s main track which offered an array of great birds as the first rays of the morning sun started activity across 

the tree tops. It was hard to move on when flocks of Orange-fronted, Pacific and Orange-chinned Parakeets 

were active on the most obvious trees, alongside Altamira, Spot-breasted and Baltimore Orioles, Red-billed 

Pigeon, White-bellied Chachalaca, Velasquez’s and Lineated Woodpeckers, Blue-grey and Yellow-winged 

Tanagers, Blue-diademed (crowned) Motmot, Tropical Pewee, and White-throated Magpie-Jays. We managed to 

walk another good hundred metres and onto a narrower track where a patch of Inga trees in flower produced an 

amazing amount of species such as Clay-coloured Robin, Altamira, Spot-breasted, Baltimore and Orchard 

Orioles, Red-legged Honeycreepers, Tennessee Warbler, Common Tody-Flycatcher, Black-headed Saltators, 

Yellow Warbler, Rufous-napped Wren, Cinnamon Hummingbird, Inca Dove, Magnolia Warbler, and a very 

handsome Ferruginous Pygmy Owl.  

 

It was hard to leave this spot due to the good bird activity, but we had to continue so we followed the trail to the 

hilly woodland. At an area of Giant Bamboo (Tarrales), Josué showed us a secretly hidden pair of Mottled Owls. 

They were roosting and we had fantastic views for a good period of time. Other birds spotted here were Rufous-

and-White Wren, Violet Sabrewing, Grey Hawk, and Turkey and Black Vultures. 

 

We continued our trek, heading towards La Rinconada track where other interesting species where seen such as 

White-collared, Vaux’s and White-throated Swifts, and Black-and-White Warbler. As the track narrowed we 

spotted a Prevost’s Ground Sparrow moving from side to side, and we heard a Rufous-breasted Spinetail which 

was seen well by all. Another highlight along this trail was a Blue-throated Goldentail (Sapphire) perfectly 
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perched while lekking from a tree-like bush. Other birds such as Ivory-billed Woodpecker, Northern Bentbill, 

Common Tody-Flycatcher, Least Flycatcher, Masked Tityra, Yellow-throated Vireo and Spot-breasted Wren 

were spotted along this trail. 

 

Full of joy, we walked back to the lodge for a delicious lunch followed by a break before going out again. The 

early afternoon was suddenly wet with stormy rain which threatened our afternoon exploration. We waited for a 

few hours in the main house and some of us birded the lodge gardens from the edge of the main house which 

produced a few interesting birds such as Black-headed Saltator, Baltimore, Altamira, Orchard and Spot-breasted 

Orioles, Summer and Flame-coloured Tanagers and Scrub Euphonia. The rain eased off a little so we decided to 

go for a short walk along the river trail which produced sightings including Masked Tityra, Yellow-naped 

Amazon, Velasquez’s Woodpecker, Eastern Wood-Pewee, and Prevost’s Ground Sparrow. The day was coming 

to an end as we were running out with good birding light so we returned to our lodge and enjoyed a compulsory 

local lager, unbeatable after a long birding day, followed by a delicious dinner. 

Day 5 Monday 16th November 

Los Andes Reserve 

We had an early start today to drive a good couple of hours to the upper subtropical forest reserve of Los Andes. 

We were expecting some rain this morning but the weather was really good to us and at daybreak the sun came 

up amongst the mountains. The journey involved main roads till we diverted onto serious unmetalled and rock-

cobbled tracks which took us through rubber tree plantations and coffee fincas (farms) until we arrived at the 

village of Los Andes, in time for breakfast in the beautiful Finca Los Andes and its pristine reserve. The delicious 

coffee produced in the grounds was freshly ground and ready to be enjoyed! The gorgeous gardens of the main 

house were well stocked with beautiful native flowers and trees in blossom which attracted great species of birds 

such as Baltimore, Orchard and Sport-breasted Orioles, Blue-gray Tanager and Melodious Blackbird. 

Hummingbirds were very numerous on both feeders and flowers and we watched Violet Sabrewing, Blue-tailed 

Hummingbird and Rufous Sabrewing. 

  

After enjoying this welcoming feast, we took our take-away breakfast and fresh coffee and tea and boarded two 

pickup vehicles. We were driven up to the forest area to walk on a nice, wide trail within the forest which starts 

on the edge of the main plantation. This subtropical cloud forest and pristine woodland habitat produced a good 

array of species such as Emerald Toucanet, and Tennessee, Magnolia, Golden-crowned and Townsend’s 

Warblers. At the top of the trail and before going downhill, we were treated to a flock of the critically 

endangered Cabanis’s (Azure-rumped) Tanager feeding on tree-top fruits and fly-catching actively. There were at 

least eight of them flitting around the tree tops, but the unexpected mist and fog spoiled our nice sighting of this 

endangered species.  

 

We finally got to the end of the forest. The pick-up vehicles were waiting to take us back to the house where a 

delicious local lunch was awaiting, alongside some cool refreshments and, of course, great Los Andes coffee! We 

did some more birding after lunch at the finca main house gardens which produced a bunch of great birds such 

as Blue-tailed Hummingbird, Black-headed Saltator, Orchard Oriole, and a very obliging Guatemalan Pygmy 

Owl. Shortly after that, heavy rain covered the whole valley but we waited, enjoying the spectacle as it was 

impressive tropical rain. As we waited we enjoyed more of the local coffee and most of us took some home in 
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sealed packs! As soon as the rained eased, we boarded our minibus and started our journey back to Los Tarrales 

were we enjoyed another delicious dinner and drinks.     

Day 6 Tuesday 17th November 

Lago Atitlan – San Pedro Volcano 

Today we planned to climb part of San Pedro Volcano. As the walk is very challenging, we split into two groups; 

one to do the climb and the remainder to explore a few villages located along the shore of the lake. We all set off 

together from Los Tarrales and drove around forty minutes to San Lucas, the closest jetty on Lake Atitlan, from 

where a boat took us to the village of San Pedro Laguna, located at the other end of the lake’s shore. The boat 

ride offered spectacular views of the lake and the surrounding mountains and of the villages along the shore. At 

San Pedro Laguna a pickup truck took the hikers to the base of the extinct volcano to start their hike, whilst the 

other party continued to explore other villages along the lake’s shore. We all reassembled in the mid afternoon to 

return to Los Tarrales reserve.  

Day 7 Wednesday 18th November 

Los Tarrales – Monterrico  

Our last morning in the wonderful Los Tarrales Reserve was spent birding along the lower areas of the finca, 

catching up with important species we had missed in the area on previous days. Our resident guide Josué was of 

great help during our stay at this wonderful place. 

 

Next it was time to move on. We left Los Tarrales behind and headed south to the coast, to the area of 

Monterrico and its protected reserve. The journey was easy and we enjoyed the facilities of our lovely, 

comfortable seaside hotel as soon as we arrived; good beer and nibbles followed by a delicious supper! 

Day 8 Thursday 19th November 

Monterrico Reserve 

It was a beautiful, dry morning, and even better was having our breakfast by the seaside watching Pink-footed 

Shearwaters, Least Storm Petrel, Brown Pelicans and Brown Boobies from our breakfast table. We then drove 

the short distance to the Monterrico Reserve. We explored this wonderful mangrove area by boat, enjoying a 

great array of birds such as Neotropic Cormorant, Western Osprey, Scissors-tailed Flycatcher, Peregrine Falcon, 

Ringed and Belted Kingfishers, Common Gallinule, Northern Jacana, Caspian and Cabot’s Terns, and Purple 

Gallinule. We stopped at the shore of the mangrove and walked along a cattle track which produced some very 

important species including Mangrove Cuckoo, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Common Toddy-Flycatcher, 

Acadian and Social Flycatchers, Rose-throated Becard, Mangrove Vireo, and a tree with several roosting 

Common Nighthawks. With the sun shining brightly and the temperature high, we walked back to the boat to 

search for some shade, and to enjoy the breeze produced by the boat moving across the dark waters of the 

mangrove. 

 

We got back to the hotel in time for lunch and a break before going out again in the mid afternoon to do some 

birding along the seashore and to visit the sea turtle sanctuary. The local turtle organisation is very small but 
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they’ve been doing some remarkable work protecting different species of sea turtles that come to these dark-

sanded beaches to laying dozens of eggs. We were able to get involved in the project and, together with other 

visitors, released some Olive Ridley Turtles into the sea. Most of us got involved and enjoyed this wonderful 

experience! 

 

After this we returned to the hotel, enjoyed the beautiful pink-orange sunset, and got ready for dinner. 

Day 9 Friday 20th November 

Monterrico to Guatemala City airport - fly to Flores - transfer to Tikal. 

We had a relaxing morning by the seaside in Monterrico before heading to Guatemala City airport where we 

boarded a flight to the city of Flores, in the northern county of Peten. The small aircraft arrived in Flores in the 

early evening, and our local guide, Miguel Marin, was waiting to transfer us from the airport to our comfortable 

hotel in Tikal National Park. Once checked-in, we enjoyed a delicious supper and a well deserved rest!     

Day 10 Saturday 21st November 

Tikal National Park 

We woke to a heavy mist covering the whole area. The early morning was quite overcast and very humid due to 

the heavy rain of the previous days, nevertheless the forecast was promising so we set off on a pre-breakfast 

birding walk around the lodge where noisy Keel-billed Toucans where spotted on a bare tree nearby. We  

continued to the main car park next to the old airstrip and saw some excellent birds including Ocellated Turkey, 

Collared Aracari, Red-lored Amazon, Lineated and Velasque’s (Golden-fronted) Woodpeckers, White-fronted, 

White-crowned and Brown-hooded Parrots, Boat-billed Flycatcher and Gartered Trogon. A short shower made 

us returned to our hotel for breakfast. 

 

After breakfast we left for the main Tikal complex under great sunny skies. The wide trails in Tikal National Park 

offered fantastic birding with non-stop flocks of birds flying around the evergreen forest. We had a great array of 

bird species along our walk such as Golden-olive Woodpecker, Brown-hooded and White-crowned Parrots, 

Plain Xenops, Ivory-billed Woodcreeper, Ochre-bellied, Ruddy-tailed and Sepia-capped Flycatchers, Blue-

diademed Motmot, Brown Jay, White-eyed Vireo, and many others. Colourful tanagers and warblers were also 

seen along the trails, including flocks full of Worm-eating, Golden-winged, Black-and-White, Magnolia, Hooded 

and Kentucky Warblers, Red-crowned Ant-Tanager, Summer Tanager, and the wonderful Black-throated Shrike 

Tanager! We also found a large family group of White-nosed Coatis around the small temples. 

 

At the main plaza of Tikal Temples we enjoyed the majestic Mayan archaeological site. We explored the different 

temples whilst Miguel told us some of the history of these wonderful buildings. Ridgway’s and Northern Rough-

winged Swallows were spotted flying in and out the temples. As we headed to our lunch spot we found a group 

of Yucatan Black Howler Monkeys resting in the heat of the day, and also a group of Central American Spider 

Monkeys.  

 

The sun was hotter than ever and with the high humidity, we were ready for our delicious lunch and some 

refreshing beers. After lunch we headed back to our hotel where we had a break. Later some of us continued 
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birding along the old airstrip where birds such as Roadside Hawk, Social Flycatcher, Great Kiskade, Blue 

Bunting, Montezuma Oropendola, Yellow Warbler, American Redstart, White-collared Seedeater, Barred 

Antshrike, and the cryptic Pheasant Cuckoo were seen. As the light started to fade we returned to get ready for 

dinner. 

Day 11 Sunday 22nd November 

Tikal National Park 

It was a beautiful early morning in Tikal. After an early breakfast, we walked another of the many trials in this 

wonderful national park, finding more beautiful birds such as Scrub, Yellow-throated and Olive-backed 

Euphonias, Long-billed Gnatwren, Blue-grey Gnatcatcher, Red-throated and Red-crowned Ant-Tanagers, and 

many other passerines coming to us in mixed flocks. Taking a little path adjacent to a spider web of trails, we 

found a large group of beautiful and very obliging White-nosed Coatis meandering along in search of food - 

amazing! Tawny-winged, Ruddy, and Olivaceous Woodcreepers were also found along this narrow trail.  

 

We continued towards some of the temples and had great views of an Orange-breasted Falcon perched on top 

of one of the trees that surround the temples. Some of us went higher and were rewarded with even better views 

of a female Orange-breasted Falcon with a catch. By the time we were leaving the temples, the temperature was 

rising and the day was quite hot - time to enjoy some refreshments and good local food. Despite the repetitive 

menu, it was delicious!  

 

After lunch, once again some retired to the hotel whilst others continued birding along the main entrance road, 

air strip and marshes, finding interesting and beautiful species such as Purple-crowned Fairy, Slaty-tailed Trogon, 

American Redstart, Plain Chachalacas, Magnolia and Chestnut-sided Warblers,  amongst others. Once back at 

the hotel we had time for a good shower before a delicious dinner. 

Day 12 Monday 23rd November 

Yaxhá – Peten Itza – Topoxte 

We left the lovely area of Tikal to continue our journey south to explore the archaeological complex of Yaxhá. 

This complex extends to the south of the Yaxhá river and has more than thirty pyramids, all well restored, and 

some with easy access to their tops from where we could enjoy spectacular views of the whole forest. As it was 

nice and sunny, we saw a few raptors such as Turkey and Black Vultures, Common Black-Hawk and White 

Hawk. We also had great views of a troop of Yucatan Black Howler Monkeys resting in the tree canopy. Other 

birds such as Red-lored Amazon, Brown-hooded Parrot, Bright-rumped Attila, Ochre-bellied Flycatcher, Rufous 

Mourner, Masked Tityra, White-eyed Vireo, Mangrove Swallow and Montezuma Oropendola were also seen 

from here. The trails were a good place for Slaty-tailed Trogon, Squirrel Cuckoo, White-tailed Sabrewing, 

Rufous-tailed Hummingbird, Gartered Trogon and Collared Aracari, and we had wonderful views of a beautiful 

Pale-billed Woodpecker. 

 

After a walk around this wonderful site, we drove a short distance to the shore of the vast Lake Peten Itza where 

we had a delicious and refreshing lunch. After lunch and a brief break overlooking the beautiful lake, we got 

ready to board our canoe to take us to the island of Topoxte; to a complex of miniature buildings. They were 
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absolutely beautiful! The birding activity around the complex was a bit slow; perhaps the birds sensed the 

impending storm. After a very pleasant time birding around the lake and along the wooden boardwalk on a 

sunny afternoon, unpredictably, a storm hit the area. While crossing the lake back to our minibus we got a bit 

wet but enjoyed the incredible force and spectacular tropical rain storm - it was quite an experience! Once back 

in the minibus, we made our way to our next hotel, Villa Maya, where we checked in to our very nice rooms and 

experienced torrential rain over dinner.   

Day 13 Tuesday 24th November 

Ixpanpajul Natural Park 

We started early today, birding from the lodge’s deck and enjoying views of the lake. The rain had stopped but 

the weather was overcast. After a delicious breakfast we drove to Ixpanpajul, a private natural reserve, where we 

had pleasant walks that produced good birds such as Plain Chachalaca, White-bellied Emerald, Slaty-tailed, 

Black-headed and Gartered Trogons, White-necked Puffbird, Smoky-brown, Golden-olive, Lineated and Pale-

billed Woodpeckers, and Northern Mealy Amazon, amongst others. The open areas and very obvious tree tops 

produced a great array of conspicuous birds such as Boat-billed Flycatcher, Couch’s and Tropical Kingbirds, 

Black-crowned Tityra, Brown Jay and Baltimore Oriole, whilst the forest edges were good for flocks such as 

Black-throated Green, Blue-winged, Black-and-White and Hooded Warblers, American Redstart, and the elusive 

Grey-headed Tanager. 

 

After this good birding, we found ourselves in an open dining area where we enjoyed our lunch and 

refreshments, followed by a truck ride up the Ixpanpajul mountain. From here we took a walk through a 

fascinating bridge and then to the top of the hill where a mirador gave us great views of the whole area.  

 

In the late afternoon we were back to our minibus and a return drive to Villa Maya. Some of us carried on 

birding along the access track of the lodge which produced a nice Rufous-tailed Jacamar. In the evening we 

enjoyed a delicious dinner.   

Day 14 Wednesday 25th November 

Villa Maya – Flores – Guatemala City 

We started the morning birding around the Villa Maya reserve. It was very productive and we saw some 

interesting birds such as Rufous–tailed Jacamar, Northern Barred Woodcreeper, Grey-headed Tanager, Spot-

crowned Woodcreeper, Red-throated Ant-Tanager, Black-headed Saltator and White-collared Manakin, amongst 

others. 

 

We then went back to our rooms to pack as it was time to leave this wonderful place. We set off and drove to 

Flores where we had a delicious lunch and time to wander around this beautiful town. We then continued to the 

local airport and caught our domestic flight to Guatemala City and our next hotel. 
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Day 15 Thursday 26th November 

Cerro Alux – Guatemala airport – flight to London via San Salvador & Madrid) 

We had a nice breakfast together and then set off to the outskirts of the city and to Cerro Alux Reserve. It was 

beautiful and sunny and the views of Guatemala City from the top of the reserve where superb! We started our 

birding walk and had great views of Tropical Pewee, Rufous-browed Wren, Band-backed Wren and Steller’s Jay, 

amongst others. Along the trails we spotted Greater Pewee, White-eared and Amethyst-throated Hummingbirds, 

Chestnut-capped Brush-Finch and a lovely Bushy-crested Jay. After more than two hours of great birding we 

returned to the hotel to get ready for our flight back to the UK and our final lunch in the hotel restaurant. After 

lunch, we headed to the international airport and checked in for our flight, going via San Salvador and Madrid. 

Day 16 Friday 27th November 

To London  

Our last leg was from Madrid to London. After arriving at Heathrow Airport, we all said our goodbyes and 

hopes to catch up on another birding trip soon! We were all happy to be home after a great time in the beautiful 

Mesoamerican jewel - Guatemala, Land of the Maya! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485


Guatemala – Birding in the Realm of the Maya Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     March 16 1 
 

Species Lists 

Birds (= recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      November 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

1 Great Tinamou  Tinamus major                 H           

2 Little Tinamou  Crypturellus soui                 H           

3 Thicket Tinamou  Crypturellus cinnamomeus                   H         

4 Blue-winged Teal  Anas discors                            

5 Plain Chachalaca  Ortalis vetula                       

6 White-bellied Chachalaca  Ortalis leucogastra                            

7 Highland Guan  Penelopina nigra                            

8 Ocellated Turkey  Meleagris ocellata                          

9 Least Storm Petrel  Oceanodroma microsoma                            

10 Pink-footed Shearwater  Puffinus creatopus                           

11 Least Grebe  Tachybaptus dominicus                            

12 Pied-billed Grebe  Podilymbus podiceps                            

13 Wood Stork  Mycteria americana                            

14 Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax                            

15 Green Heron  Butorides virescens                           

16 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis                   

17 Great Blue Heron  Ardea herodias                       

18 Great Egret  Ardea alba                       

19 Tricolored Heron  Egretta tricolor                            

20 Little Blue Heron  Egretta caerulea                          

21 Snowy Egret  Egretta thula                         

22 Brown Pelican  Pelecanus occidentalis                           

23 Brown Booby  Sula leucogaster                            

24 Neotropic Cormorant  Phalacrocorax brasilianus                         

25 Anhinga  Anhinga anhinga                            

26 Turkey Vulture  Cathartes aura                   

27 Black Vulture  Coragyps atratus                   

28 King Vulture  Sarcoramphus papa                            

29 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus                           
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

30 Black Hawk-eagle  Spizaetus tyrannus                            

31 Common Black Hawk  Buteogallus anthracinus                           

32 Roadside Hawk  Rupornis magnirostris                          

33 White Hawk  Pseudastur albicollis                            

34 Grey Hawk  Buteo plagiatus                            

35 Red-tailed Hawk  Buteo jamaicensis                           

36 Grey-necked Wood-Rail Aramides cajanea                            

37 Purple Gallinule  Porphyrio martinicus                            

38 Common Gallinule  Gallinula galeata                            

39 Northern Jacana  Jacana spinosa                            

40 Spotted Sandpiper  Actitis macularius                           

41 Laughing Gull  Leucophaeus atricilla                            

42 Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica                            

43 Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia                           

44 Royal Tern  Thalasseus maximus                           

45 Cabot's Tern  Thalasseus acuflavidus                           

46 Bridled Tern Onychoprion anaethetus                           

47 Pale-vented Pigeon  Patagioenas cayennensis                            

48 Red-billed Pigeon  Patagioenas flavirostris                            

49 Short-billed Pigeon  Patagioenas nigrirostris                            

50 Inca Dove  Columbina inca H                        

51 Common Ground Dove  Columbina passerina                            

52 Plain-breasted Ground Dove  Columbina minuta                            

53 Ruddy Ground Dove  Columbina talpacoti                            

54 Blue Ground Dove  Claravis pretiosa                 H           

55 White-tipped Dove  Leptotila verreauxi H                          

56 White-winged Dove  Zenaida asiatica                         

57 Groove-billed Ani  Crotophaga sulcirostris                          

58 Pheasant Cuckoo  Dromococcyx phasianellus                            

59 Lesser Roadrunner  Geococcyx velox         H                   

60 Squirrel Cuckoo  Piaya cayana                H         

61 Mangrove Cuckoo  Coccyzus minor                            



Guatemala – Birding in the Realm of the Maya Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     March 16 3 
 

      November 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

62 Mottled Owl  Strix virgata                            

63 Ferruginous Pygmy Owl Glaucidium brasilianum          H                 

64 Guatemalan Pygmy Owl Glaucidium cobanense                            

65 Lesser Nighthawk  Chordeiles acutipennis                            

66 Common Nighthawk  Chordeiles minor                            

67 White-collared Swift  Streptoprocne zonaris                          

68 Vaux's Swift  Chaetura vauxi                       

69 White-throated Swift  Aeronautes saxatalis                           

70 Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift  Panyptila cayennensis                            

71 Wedge-tailed Sabrewing  Campylopterus pampa                            

72 Rufous Sabrewing  Campylopterus rufus                           

73 Violet Sabrewing  Campylopterus hemileucurus                           

74 Green Violetear  Colibri thalassinus                            

75 Emerald-chinned Hummingbird  Abeillia abeillei                            

76 Blue-throated Sapphire  Hylocharis eliciae                            

77 Cinnamon Hummingbird  Amazilia rutila                          

78 Rufous-tailed Hummingbird  Amazilia tzacatl                           

79 White-bellied Emerald  Amazilia candida                            

80 Azure-crowned Hummingbird  Amazilia cyanocephala                           

81 Blue-tailed Hummingbird  Amazilia cyanura                            

82 Berylline Hummingbird  Amazilia beryllina                            

83 Amethyst-throated Mountaingem  Lampornis amethystinus                           

84 Green-throated Mountaingem  Lampornis viridipallens                           

85 White-eared Hummingbird  Basilinna leucotis                           

86 Purple-crowned Fairy  Heliothryx barroti                           

87 Sparkling-tailed Woodstar  Tilmatura dupontii                            

88 Ruby-throated Hummingbird  Archilochus colubris                            

89 Wine-throated Hummingbird  Atthis ellioti                            

90 Resplendent Quetzal  Pharomachrus mocinno       H                     

91 Slaty-tailed Trogon  Trogon massena                          

92 Black-headed Trogon  Trogon melanocephalus                            

93 Gartered Trogon  Trogon caligatus                           
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94 Mountain Trogon  Trogon mexicanus                            

95 Collared Trogon  Trogon collaris       H                     

96 Green Kingfisher  Chloroceryle americana                            

97 Ringed Kingfisher  Megaceryle torquata                            

98 Belted Kingfisher  Megaceryle alcyon                          

99 Tody Motmot  Hylomanes momotula     H                       

100 Blue-throated Motmot  Aspatha gularis   H               H H     H 

101 Blue-diademed Motmot  Momotus lessonii        H                 

102 Rufous-tailed Jacamar  Galbula ruficauda                            

103 White-necked Puffbird  Notharchus hyperrhynchus                            

104 White-whiskered Puffbird  Malacoptila panamensis     H                       

105 Emerald Toucanet  Aulacorhynchus prasinus H                           

106 Collared Aracari  Pteroglossus torquatus                          

107 Keel-billed Toucan  Ramphastos sulfuratus                          

108 Acorn Woodpecker  Melanerpes formicivorus                            

109 Velasquez's Woodpecker  Melanerpes santacruzi                   

110 Hairy Woodpecker  Picoides villosus     H                       

111 Smoky-brown Woodpecker  Picoides fumigatus       H                     

112 Golden-olive Woodpecker  Colaptes rubiginosus                           

113 Lineated Woodpecker  Dryocopus lineatus                          

114 Pale-billed Woodpecker  Campephilus guatemalensis                           

115 Northern Crested Caracara  Caracara cheriway                          

116 Laughing Falcon  Herpetotheres cachinnans     H                       

117 American Kestrel  Falco sparverius                           

118 Bat Falcon  Falco rufigularis                            

119 Orange-breasted Falcon  Falco deiroleucus                           

120 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus                            

121 Orange-chinned Parakeet  Brotogeris jugularis                           

122 Brown-hooded Parrot  Pyrilia haematotis                           

123 White-crowned Parrot  Pionus senilis                         

124 White-fronted Amazon  Amazona albifrons                            

125 Red-lored Amazon  Amazona autumnalis                           
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126 Yellow-naped Amazon  Amazona auropalliata                           

127 Northern Mealy Amazon  Amazona guatemalae                          

128 Olive-throated Parakeet  Eupsittula nana                           

129 Orange-fronted Parakeet  Eupsittula canicularis                          

130 Pacific Parakeet  Psittacara strenuus                          

131 Rufous-breasted Spinetail  Synallaxis erythrothorax                            

132 Plain Xenops  Xenops minutus                           

133 Tawny-winged Woodcreeper  Dendrocincla anabatina                            

134 Ruddy Woodcreeper  Dendrocincla homochroa                            

135 Olivaceous Woodcreeper  Sittasomus griseicapillus                          

136 Northern Barred Woodcreeper  Dendrocolaptes sanctithomae                 H           

137 Ivory-billed Woodcreeper  Xiphorhynchus flavigaster                         

138 Spot-crowned Woodcreeper  Lepidocolaptes affinis                            

139 Barred Antshrike  Thamnophilus doliatus                           

140 Greenish Elaenia  Myiopagis viridicata     H                       

141 Northern Beardless Tyrannulet  Camptostoma imberbe                            

142 Ochre-bellied Flycatcher  Mionectes oleagineus                            

143 Sepia-capped Flycatcher  Leptopogon amaurocephalus                            

144 Slaty-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon superciliaris                            

145 Northern Bentbill  Oncostoma cinereigulare                           

146 Common Tody-flycatcher  Todirostrum cinereum                          

147 Eye-ringed Flatbill  Rhynchocyclus brevirostris                           

148 Yellow-olive Flatbill  Tolmomyias sulphurescens                            

149 Stub-tailed Spadebill  Platyrinchus cancrominus                            

150 Black Phoebe  Sayornis nigricans                            

151 Northern Tufted Flycatcher  Mitrephanes phaeocercus                            

152 Greater Pewee  Contopus pertinax                            

153 Tropical Pewee  Contopus cinereus                            

154 Yellow-bellied Flycatcher  Empidonax flaviventris                          

155 Acadian Flycatcher  Empidonax virescens                            

156 Alder Flycatcher  Empidonax alnorum                            

157 Least Flycatcher  Empidonax minimus                           
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158 Hammond's Flycatcher  Empidonax hammondii                            

159 Pine Flycatcher  Empidonax affinis                            

160 Vermilion Flycatcher  Pyrocephalus rubinus                            

161 Piratic Flycatcher  Legatus leucophaius                 H           

162 Social Flycatcher  Myiozetetes similis                     

163 Great Kiskadee  Pitangus sulphuratus                           

164 Boat-billed Flycatcher  Megarynchus pitangua                        

165 Tropical Kingbird  Tyrannus melancholicus                   

166 Couch's Kingbird  Tyrannus couchii                          

167 Western Kingbird  Tyrannus verticalis                            

168 Scissor-tailed Flycatcher  Tyrannus forficatus                           

169 Dusky-capped Flycatcher  Myiarchus tuberculifer H                          

170 Great Crested Flycatcher  Myiarchus crinitus                            

171 Brown-crested Flycatcher  Myiarchus tyrannulus                         

172 Bright-rumped Attila  Attila spadiceus                            

173 White-collared Manakin  Manacus candei                            

174 Long-tailed Manakin  Chiroxiphia linearis     H                       

175 Red-capped Manakin  Dixiphia mentalis                 H H         

176 Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher  Terenotriccus erythrurus                            

177 Black-crowned Tityra  Tityra inquisitor                            

178 Masked Tityra  Tityra semifasciata                         

179 Rose-throated Becard  Pachyramphus aglaiae H                          

180 Rufous-browed Peppershrike  Cyclarhis gujanensis                            

181 White-eyed Vireo  Vireo griseus                           

182 Mangrove Vireo  Vireo pallens                            

183 Yellow-throated Vireo  Vireo flavifrons                        

184 Blue-headed Vireo  Vireo solitarius                            

185 Hutton's Vireo  Vireo huttoni                           

186 Red-eyed Vireo  Vireo olivaceus                            

187 Yellow-green Vireo  Vireo flavoviridis                          

188 Tawny-crowned Greenlet  Hylophilus ochraceiceps                          

189 Lesser Greenlet  Hylophilus decurtatus                         
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190 Bushy-crested Jay  Cyanocorax melanocyaneus  H                         

191 Inca Jay Cyanocorax yncas                       H     

192 Brown Jay  Psilorhinus morio                          

193 White-throated Magpie-jay  Calocitta formosa                           

194 Steller's Jay  Cyanocitta stelleri  H                         

195 Grey Silky-flycatcher  Ptiliogonys cinereus                           

196 Mangrove Swallow  Tachycineta albilinea                           

197 Grey-breasted Martin  Progne chalybea                        

198 Black-capped Swallow  Notiochelidon pileata                            

199 Northern Rough-winged Swallow  Stelgidopteryx serripennis                       

200 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica                         

201 Ridgway's Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ridgwayi                            

202 American Bushtit  Psaltriparus minimus  H                         

203 Band-backed Wren  Campylorhynchus zonatus                            

204 Spot-breasted Wren  Pheugopedius maculipectus                         

205 Rufous-naped Wren Campylorhynchus rufinucha                         

206 House Wren  Troglodytes aedon                        

207 Rufous-browed Wren  Troglodytes rufociliatus                            

208 White-breasted Wood Wren  Henicorhina leucosticta     H                       

209 Grey-breasted Wood Wren  Henicorhina leucophrys H                           

210 Long-billed Gnatwren  Ramphocaenus melanurus                            

211 Blue-grey Gnatcatcher  Polioptila caerulea                          

212 Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos                          

213 Eastern Bluebird  Sialia sialis                           

214 Brown-backed Solitaire  Myadestes occidentalis                           

215 Wood Thrush  Hylocichla mustelina                           

216 Mountain Thrush  Turdus plebejus                            

217 Clay-colored Thrush  Turdus grayi                     

218 White-throated Thrush  Turdus assimilis                            

219 Rufous-collared Thrush  Turdus rufitorques                           

220 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus                          

221 Hooded Grosbeak  Hesperiphona abeillei                            
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222 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra                            

223 Black-headed Siskin  Spinus notatus                           

224 Scrub Euphonia  Euphonia affinis                          

225 Yellow-throated Euphonia  Euphonia hirundinacea                          

226 Olive-backed Euphonia  Euphonia gouldi                           

227 Worm-eating Warbler  Helmitheros vermivorum                          

228 Louisiana Waterthrush  Parkesia motacilla                            

229 Golden-winged Warbler  Vermivora chrysoptera                           

230 Blue-winged Warbler  Vermivora cyanoptera                            

231 Black-and-white Warbler  Mniotilta varia                       

232 Tennessee Warbler  Leiothlypis peregrina                       

233 Kentucky Warbler  Geothlypis formosa                            

234 Hooded Warbler  Setophaga citrina                         

235 American Redstart  Setophaga ruticilla                        

236 Cape May Warbler  Setophaga tigrina                            

237 Magnolia Warbler  Setophaga magnolia                        

238 Mangrove Warbler  Setophaga petechia                            

239 Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia                     

240 Chestnut-sided Warbler  Setophaga pensylvanica                          

241 Black-throated Blue Warbler  Setophaga caerulescens                            

242 Yellow-throated Warbler  Setophaga dominica                            

243 Townsend's Warbler  Setophaga townsendi                          

244 Black-throated Green Warbler  Setophaga virens                          

245 Golden-browed Warbler  Basileuterus belli                           

246 Golden-crowned Warbler  Basileuterus culicivorus                           

247 Rufous-capped Warbler Basileuterus rufifrons                            

248 Wilson's Warbler  Cardellina pusilla                         

249 Red-faced Warbler  Cardellina rubrifrons                           

250 Pink-headed Warbler  Cardellina versicolor                            

251 Slate-throated Whitestart  Myioborus miniatus                          

252 Montezuma Oropendola  Psarocolius montezuma                          

253 Baltimore Oriole  Icterus galbula                        



Guatemala – Birding in the Realm of the Maya Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     March 16 9 
 

      November 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

254 Spot-breasted Oriole  Icterus pectoralis                          

255 Black-vented Oriole  Icterus wagleri                            

256 Orchard Oriole  Icterus spurius                         

257 Giant Cowbird  Molothrus oryzivorus                            

258 Melodious Blackbird  Dives dives H                  

259 Great-tailed Grackle  Quiscalus mexicanus                   

260 Rusty Sparrow  Aimophila rufescens   H                         

261 Spotted Towhee  Pipilo maculatus                            

262 Prevost's Ground Sparrow Melozone biarcuatum                            

263 Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis                           

264 Chestnut-capped Brush Finch  Arremon brunneinucha                            

265 White-naped Brush Finch  Atlapetes albinucha                            

266 Common Bush Tanager  Chlorospingus flavopectus                           

267 Grey-headed Tanager  Eucometis penicillata                           

268 Black-throated Shrike-tanager  Lanio aurantius                            

269 Blue-grey Tanager  Thraupis episcopus                          

270 Yellow-winged Tanager  Thraupis abbas                          

271 Cabanis's Tanager  Tangara cabanisi                            

272 Red-legged Honeycreeper  Cyanerpes cyaneus                         

273 Green Honeycreeper  Chlorophanes spiza                           

274 Cinnamon-bellied Flowerpiercer  Diglossa baritula                           

275 White-collared Seedeater  Sporophila torqueola                         

276 Flame-colored Tanager  Piranga bidentata                          

277 Summer Tanager  Piranga rubra                     

278 Western Tanager  Piranga ludoviciana                          

279 White-winged Tanager  Piranga leucoptera                            

280 Red-crowned Ant Tanager  Habia rubica                          

281 Red-throated Ant Tanager  Habia fuscicauda                           

282 Rose-breasted Grosbeak  Pheucticus ludovicianus                           

283 Grey-throated Chat  Granatellus sallaei                     H       

284 Black-headed Saltator  Saltator atriceps                          

285 Blue Bunting  Cyanocompsa parellina                            
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286 Indigo Bunting  Passerina cyanea                            

287 Painted Bunting  Passerina ciris                            

Mammals                               

1 Yucatan Black Howler Monkey  Alouatta pigra                         

2 Central American Spider Monkey  Ateles geoffroyi                          

3 White-nosed Coati  Nasua narica                            

4 Central American Agouti Dasyprocta punctata                        

5 Yucatan Squirrel  Sciurus yucatanensis                           

6 White-tailed Deer Odocoileus virginianus                          

7 Neotropical Otter Lontra longicaudis                            

8 Grey Fox Urocyon cinereoargenteus                            

9 Variegated Squirrel Sciurus variegatoides                           

10 Collared Tamandua Tamandua tetradactyla                            

Other sightings                               

1 Basiliscus sp.                              

2 Olive Ridley Turtle Lepidochelys olivacea                           

3 Morelet's Crocodile Crocodylus moreletii                           

4 Anolis Lizard Anolis sp.                            

5 Green Tree Iguana Iguana sp.                             

6 Pit Viper Portidium lineata                            

 


