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Tour participants: Andy Harding (Leader) & Gerard Gorman (Local Guide) with 14 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Monday 3rd June 

Andy was able to meet most of the group at Heathrow’s Terminal 5, before departure on our flight to Zagreb, 

which arrived on time. However, passport control was, to put it mildly, pedestrian. So while baggage reclaim was 

straightforward, there was quite a delay in meeting up with the remaining three members of the group who had 

arrived in Zagreb independently, and with Gerard, our local guide, who had worked with Andy on several 

previous tours. We walked the short distance to the waiting bus and, once aboard, water and fruit was handed 

out. We were able to join the motorway almost immediately and made very good progress, and the tour briefing 

was given on this part of the journey using an efficient microphone. At one point we passed close to a rubbish 

dump, so seeing four Black Kites was not as unusual as might seem. 

  

We left the motorway to go cross country through many small villages, all with several successful White Stork 

nests. We parked at a lay-by to allow the group to enjoy cheesy pastries, crisps, more fruit and chocolate biscuits. 

A female Banded Demoiselle was the best sighting during the stop. 

 

We were at the Hotel Sedra in plenty of time for butterflying in the excellent habitat behind the hotel, with just a 

couple of people choosing time in the pool instead. Strangely, two moths, Green Carpet and Riband Wave, were 

seen before any butterflies, and amongst the latter, Small Heaths predominated. A patch of damp mud broke the 

pattern with Amanda’s, Silver-studded, Small and Common Blues. Queen of Spain Fritillary was perhaps the best 

of the other species noted. 

 

Birds were not absent. Both Turtle Dove and Hawfinch were photographed, while Golden Oriole, Corn Bunting 

and Cuckoo called frequently. 

 

Dinner was good and obviously enjoyable since everybody stayed to introduce themselves, and, perhaps more 

surprisingly, stayed for the log of species seen.  

Day 2 Tuesday 2nd June 

It was heartening to see a good turn-out to view the results of the moth attracting bulb. It was first examined 

rather late, at 0610, when 34 macro-moths were identified with a few awaiting scrutiny. Most of the group were 

amazed by the variety plastering the wall where we had hung the single mercury vapour bulb. Clouded Buff, 

White Speck and the Latin have rarely been recorded in the UK but some species which are much commoner in 

the UK, such as Light Emerald, Peppered Moth and Buff Arches commanded at least as much attention.  

  

A more varied walk at 0645 saw good views of Wryneck (Veronica’s favourite) and Barred Warbler, which are 

both very tricky species to actually see, as well as Heath and Glanville’s Fritillary, so it was a very satisfied group 

that went off to a superb early breakfast. 

  

We had switched the planned itinerary for today and tomorrow to ensure we could visit the nearby national park 

(see tomorrow’s report) and stopped rather randomly near Sadilobac at a track with some good looking habitat. 

Woodland Ringlets abounded and we soon came across a whole colony of Black Hairstreaks. Green Hairstreak 
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was easily found along with Black-veined Moth and some of the other regular day-flying moths, such as Burnet 

Companion and Speckled Yellow. Those who walked furthest found a lovely Green-underside Blue. 

  

Given the high temperatures we called into a cafe at Resetar, a stop which yielded a lovely little moth, Silver 

Barred. This stop set us up for the 30km drive to Homoljac, where a plethora of Grizzled Skippers and one 

Dingy Skipper busied themselves on the dusty road next to the bus. The meadows here, which have been good 

in the past, were initially most interesting for their orchids, but as we reached the tree line, things changed for the 

better. A wonderful hour ensued with two of each of Southern Festoon, Duke of Burgundy, Chequered Skipper 

and Clouded Apollo. The latter were Robert’s favourite butterfly of the trip. All gave simply scintillating views to 

both eyes and the cameras. Given that we were, in theory, ‘too late’ for the Festoon and ‘too low’ for the Apollo, 

this was simply a marvellous surprise. For two of the group a couple of Adders were also a surprise, but not an 

unpleasant one. 

  

It was an exultant group who took lunch under the pines near the 2nd World War memorial. Even as we were 

about to leave a Mazarine Blue joined the Skippers next to the bus. 

  

Our final stop today was near Vrelo, where we took a walk uphill. As Garden Warblers and a Chiffchaff sang, 

this new habitat produced more goodies in the shape of Hungarian Skipper and Nickerl’s Fritillary, while Wood 

Whites were in regular attendance. Orchids included Man and Sword-leaved Helleborine. There was a large 

trailer full of very active bee-hives here, albeit fenced off, and we gave this a sensibly wide berth. 

  

We were certainly a bit hot and tired so we drove back to our hotel for a cool drink and an ID conference in the 

al fresco bar on the various interesting photos taken. This exercise was one of the highlights for Kiwi Steve. This 

set us up nicely for an excellent dinner, which as well as the very exciting log made for an entertaining evening.  

Day 3 Wednesday 5th June 

We needed an earlier start to ensure we adhered to our strict entry time to the World Heritage site of the 

waterfalls of Plitvice NP. So given that and the need to pack for our departure, rather fewer of the group turned 

out early to see Orache Moth, Coronet, Small Elephant Hawk-moth and Royal Mantle, plus a dozen of other 

new species for the trip. These included the largest moth of these first couple of days, Pine Lappet. A few of the 

highlights were retained in pots allowing the group at least a short look before we set off in the bus. 

  

Plitvice is the least wildlife orientated session of our whole tour but, given the chance, it must be seen and no-

one was disappointed. Indeed we saw several lovely things as well as the waterfalls. The initial walk down was 

superb for flowers, topped by the exotic Turk’s Cap Lilies. Beautiful Demoiselles abounded. Grey Wagtails were 

easy to see and some had two nice views of a male Collared Flycatcher. Two large Dice Snakes lazed in the 

sunshine in full view, while a Water Vole was just as close to us, if a little more active. Another species of vole 

was also easily seen. Six different Bank Voles allowed themselves to be photographed at different points on the 

walk past the extraordinary waterfalls. As last year, an obliging Chequered Blue butterfly entertained us in a 

sheltered spot at about the halfway point. A water and ice-cream stop was made before we took the double boat 

trip to a point fairly close to the exit of the park from where we phoned the bus to come and pick us up. While 

doing so another very obliging Bank Vole begged to be photographed and a really superb bird, White-backed 

Woodpecker, appeared, albeit briefly. 
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We needed provisions and stopped at a supermarket in Korenica where it was raining heavily. A couple of Serins 

close to the bus were the only wildlife sightings here. Dull conditions and intermittent showers then dogged the 

afternoon’s activities. Our picnic lunch was taken rather hurriedly at the T34 tank memorial, but we did avoid the 

thunderstorms. 

 

As we crossed the Velebit mountain range, we made our usual stop above Gracac where we found two Glanville 

Fritillaries sitting tight on flower heads, a Woodlark, a Tawny Pipit and a few Roe Deer, but not the many 

butterflies of previous years.  

 

The large strange roadside concrete bunker produced more interesting birds in the shape of a flock of 11 Alpine 

Choughs, with their characteristic yellow bills, and a lovely male Black-eared Wheatear, watched against a 

background of Nightingale song. Here the invertebrate highlight was the Parnassus Stone Grasshopper, looking 

very fierce in his armour plating. 

 

Not surprisingly we arrived early in Starigrad where most of the group checked into the Hotel Rajna, while Paul 

joined Andy, Gerard, and Gabor, our driver in the nearby Dinko apartments. 

  

However we all dined together....a huge Sea Bream followed by ice-cream. The log, was, of course, a bit thinner 

than usual...we hope for better tomorrow. Equally unfortunately power surges blew both of our MV bulbs, so we 

will be using just high wattage conventional bulbs for now on.  

Day 4 Thursday 6th June 

Few of the moths caught really captured attention. A Plumed Fanfoot, a Clay and a very exotic noctuid, Eutelia 

adulatrix were the best. Those who ventured into the scrub and fields opposite to the hotel before breakfast were 

rewarded with Small Copper, Turtle Dove and several Glass Lizards. A Cirl Bunting sang interminably and was 

still doing so when we departed after breakfast, when we took the tortuous road out of Starigrad into the 

mountains towards Veliki Vaganac. 

 

Our strategy was to make a few stops on the way up, a much longer stop at the top, as far as vehicles can travel, 

which included a two hour walk followed by lunch, then more stops on the way down. 

 

The first stop provided excellent views of both Wall Browns, while Scarce Swallowtails drifted past regularly with 

occasional Clouded Yellows. Our driver picked up brownie points by ‘jump leading’ a damsel in distress...the 

only damsel of the day! A Rock Partridge demanded attention by its insistent call. This is both a rare and difficult 

to see species, but after 20 minutes of Gerard’s expert guidance we were able to see and photograph it. This was 

Paul’s favourite moment.  

 

A little higher up Mountain Small Whites and Lulworth Skippers started to appear and a few of the group were 

fortunate enough to see and photograph a Nettle-tree Butterfly. We drove onward and upward to the highest 

point accessible to normal vehicles, and with suitable preparation made a two hour slow stroll through the 

maquis. Initially, despite masses of flowers on all sides, butterfly activity was very thin. On the other hand 

reptiles were well seen, particularly Dalmatian Wall Lizards and Dalmatian Algaroides. When we eventually 

dropped down into a shallow valley, an amazing four Chequered Blues were seen and Adonis Blues absolutely 
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abounded. A perfect Southern White Admiral performed beautifully and an Eastern Baton Blue rather outshone 

a couple of Dingy Skippers. This put the group in much better heart for the walk back and our picnic lunch. 

 

Two stops were made on the descent, and at the first, among plenty of repeat species, an Olive Skipper 

performed nicely for the cameras. The pictures were important because it was initially misidentified....oops! If 

anything, though, an incredibly obliging Scarce Swallowtail was even more enjoyed. The second stop was 

noteworthy for a plethora of all three ‘golden’ Skippers and three quarrelling eastern Orphean Warblers. The 

latter are often very secretive, but were too taken up with their squabbling to take any notice of us. A Golden 

Oriole, often heard but rarely glimpsed, was actually seen rather well by Sue Collins, for whom it was the top 

moment of the trip.  

 

A visit to the seaside was in order for ice creams or beer. However this did not mean a lack of wildlife interest, 

since the decorative flower beds around the harbour were home to many attractive Italian Wall Lizards. The 

other entertainment was of Kiwi Steve hurling himself off the harbour wall to join a local in the water. Well...it 

was the last stop of a very hot day! 

 

Our dinner was sensational. The vegetarian option was much enjoyed but the mixed grill platter was very tasty 

and vast, so that much was purloined to enhance lunch tomorrow...but what will the dogs get to eat? 

Day 5 Friday 7th June 

Lovely Rose-banded Wave and Olive-tree Beauty made the moth light very worthwhile and the pre-breakfast 

walkers had added Blue-spot Hairstreak to the list 

 

Our area of operation today was to be the bicycle trail which runs along the foot of the mountains above 

Starigrad and its neighbouring villages. We started right at the southern end at Mala Paklenika. The final few 

hundred metres to the end of the road allowed us to look at all the Christ’s Thorn bushes to seek Little Tiger 

Blue on its food plant...to no avail. In this quest we were unsuccessful, but there was much compensation. 

  

A few Blue-spot Hairstreaks frequented the roadside, but it was the dried river bed at the far end which was 

most productive. Several Nettle-tree butterflies were around the bushes, compensating those who missed out 

yesterday, and great moments for Julian. A Niobe Fritillary was an excellent find and there was a Hungarian 

Skipper for good measure. 

  

Having returned to our starting point we now headed north up the trail with the previously prolific Lavender 

Garden very much in mind. In truth this was very disappointing, with comparatively few butterflies and only Six-

spot Burnets as a new species. We were just setting off down to the nearest village for a cooling cafe stop when a 

large Glass Lizard started crossing the road. Gerard was out of the bus in a flash and caught this curious, large 

legless Lizard so we could examine it closely as well as taking many photos. So there was much reptilian talk in 

the cafe. 

  

Another section of the cycle track saw Blue-spot Hairstreaks largely replaced by Ilex Hairstreaks. Our first 

Mallow Skipper was a nice addition, while Scarce Swallowtails, much beloved by Kiwi Steve were everywhere. 
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Lunch was taken on stone tables and benches in a shady garden of a property also owned by our hotel 

proprietors. This was a great relief from the oppressive heat. 

 

However there was more searching to be done and the highlight was certainly a surprise...a male Montagu’s 

Harrier being mobbed by a Sparrowhawk; the former is not a species to be expected here at this time of year.  

  

Our final effort was to drive to the other end of the cycle track. There is a shallow stream which needed to be 

crossed and this gave us more opportunities to study Nettle-Tree Butterflies as they extracted minerals from the 

muddy fringes. We then walked to explore the many tracks and fields which run off the main path. The scenery 

was quite superb, the best aspect of the trip for Patricia, but there was a general dearth of species. It may have 

felt like a lot of work and little reward, but, right at the death one of our most-wanted species, a Southern 

Comma, put on a show for us. Then, after much photography and a last look at the ‘puddling’ Nettle-trees, we 

made an early return for beer or other cold drinks. 

  

Dinner was either superb Tuna steaks or Gnocci with a Gorgonzola sauce. There was even an extra post-main 

course of Calamari. We have dined royally.  

Day 6 Saturday 8th June 

We left Starigrad at 9am driving north along the coast under sunny skies with the large and apparently completely 

barren island of Pag offshore. We turned inland off the coast road at Karlobag and headed into the Central 

Velebit Mountains. 

  

Our first stop in the mountains was at Susanj, which, at first, revealed little new. A very small pond produced 

Broad-bodied Chaser and Dainty Damselfly on the same small dead twig. Then we ran into a couple of Nickerl’s 

Fritillaries and a Safflower Skipper and a Great-banded Grayling flew through the pastures impressively. We 

eventually found the expected Owl-fly (Dave’s favourite moment), but just one and a couple of other expected 

species were missing, with every Ringlet examined clearly Woodland - not what was required. So, after lengthy 

searching we moved on to Basket Ostarize, where we did find the expected Eastern Large Heath...the Velebit 

Mountains are its only site in Croatia. At length just one Ringlet did make the criteria to be definitely identified as 

Bright-eyed. 

 

The greatest excitement was a Balkan Whip Snake with a Lizard in its mouth. The appearance of humans on the 

scene allowed the Lizard to limp off rather battered by the experience, but the Snake, having initially retreated, 

emerged again for the cameras. 

  

Passing through the village we stopped at our usual picnic site in a specially protected area alongside a stream. 

Here the top find was Alpine Newts, Sue Place’s highlight of the trip, since butterflies were a bit on the thin side, 

with Duke of Burgundies the best.  

  

After lunch we drove on but stopped in Golspic for drinks. This was a prelude to a long winding journey in 

beautiful countryside until we stopped alongside a rocky area with a side trail about 10km short of our final 

destination There was a decent mixed bag of butterflies here, including Green Hairstreak, Amanda’s Blue and, 

best of all, a Berger’s Clouded Yellow. 
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We checked into the Jure guesthouse in Krasno, but dinner was frequently interrupted by short power cuts, 

which eventually became permanent. So there was no moth trap. 

Day 7 Sunday 9th June 

We weren’t travelling far today...into the National Park near Oltare. Our first stop was absolutely packed with 

butterflies and we found no reason to leave the area before lunchtime! 

 

A Queen of Spain immediately set the tone as we wandered slowly up the drover’s road. The habitat at the side 

of the track consisted of areas of Trefoil and Thyme and other low-growing plants, but also verdant meadows 

with an enormous variety of flowers. An Eastern Baton Blue accompanied a couple of lively Duke of Burgundy 

Fritillaries. Indeed, once in the meadows proper the commonest butterfly was Duke of Burgundy...quite 

incredible. Many ‘Grizzled’ type Skippers were studied and those which cooperated were simply Grizzled, not 

one of the more exotic relatives. A couple of Chequered Blues were no longer a surprise and a few Mazarine 

blues were simply lovely.  

 

As we climbed slowly up the track into the forest, the habitat changed dramatically with mainly mature Beech 

and Hornbeam for company. Here there were fewer butterflies, but in compensation we could spot Lesser 

Butterfly Orchid and the peculiar Birds’ Nest Orchid. A clearing like a mini-meadow produced more Duke of 

Burgundies as well as other more familiar species. The most forward of the group were then privileged to see a 

small example of the Nose-horned Viper which Gerard caught in his butterfly net. The second really super snake 

in two days. 

  

As we wandered slowly back still new more species appeared. First a male Sooty Copper was definitively 

identified, but the next butterfly caught and photographed at length was more problematic and raised the almost 

annual debate between Wood White and Fenton’s Wood White; the latter being a much rarer species. At the 

time of writing Andy’s opinion is that this butterfly was, indeed, Fenton’s based on the pattern of its underside 

hind wing in this first generation and a slight falcate tip to the forewing. Our best views of Pearl-bordered 

Fritillary were here. 

  

Nearby a beautiful Turquoise Blue remained faithful to one small patch of flowers for lengthy observation. 

Several Ringlets were caught and all proved to be Woodlands.....no surprise there. Eventually another Eastern 

Baton Blue was caught and potted, but that situation still did not result in a satisfactory photo for Robert. 

  

We decided to change the picnic site this year, deeper into the deciduous wood for shade. No interesting 

butterflies, but a nice picnic. The dessert was an ice cream in the cafe at Krasno, where we bumped into Janet, 

who had decided to have a rest from field work on this final day. 

  

Above Krasno is a derelict ski slope which is now part of a gigantic meadow filled with so many species of 

flowers. The meadows were the best thing about the trip for Sue Haimes. The area just below the tree line 

yielded three Southern Festoons and then a Roe Deer fawn hiding motionless exactly where its mother had left 

it. We backed away rapidly and it remained undisturbed. Finally Robert was rewarded with the fourth and best -

photographed Eastern Baton Blue...hoorah! 
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Then 20 minutes before the end of proceedings an Escher’s Blue was discovered and seen briefly by a few of the 

group. Fortunately as we hunted for it, it decided to take up residence a few inches from Andy’s net, which was 

lying on the ground. A great end to our butterfly hunting, and Andy’s best moment of the trip. But it was not 

over because Gerard had found a Red-backed Shrike’s larder and this gruesome sight of impaled large insects 

was our final highlight 

Day 8 Monday 10th June 

A few moths were on display before breakfast, of which Green Silver-lines drew the most attention 

 

After breakfast it was simply a matter of loading up for the near three hour drive to Zagreb airport. It proved 

unnecessary to stop en route and the farewells to Andy, Gerard and our driver, Gabor, were necessarily brief to 

avoid extra charges for keeping the bus at the airport. While most of the group then took the flight to Heathrow, 

three went their different ways, either back to the UK, or Spain!  

 

The weather conditions in Croatia prior to this trip seem to have had a profound effect on what we saw. This 

was a late spring, with very heavy rain for two weeks prior to our visit. Vegetation in most places was very tall, 

not allowing smaller plants to flourish. Emergence of many butterfly species was probably delayed, producing a 

rather shorter, if still respectable, list. Most of the species we saw were freshly emerged and it was the quality of 

the specimens, rather than simply the species, which Ian enjoyed most. Sadly, dragonflies were almost non-

existent.  

On the other hand this was easily our best trip for reptiles, which provided great views and photos of rarely 

observed species. This was the best aspect of the trip for both Steve Place and Gerard. Moths were initially good 

but power surges in Starigrad which blew both of our MV bulbs, rendered the last couple of days of moth 

attracting much less effective. This was a very diverse group in terms of interests, but everyone remained 

sanguine about our inability to change the prevailing conditions. I commend those who found some excellent 

species and let others know asap, sharing their delight so unselfishly. Lee found the patience of the group and 

Janet the enthusiasm of the group very impressive. Everyone really enjoyed the countryside and the proliferation 

of flower-packed fields with so many butterflies and other insects. Particular thanks go to Dave McGeever for 

providing the invertebrate list (butterflies and moths apart) and Sue and Steve Place for the major flower list.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species Lists 

Butterflies (✓=recorded but not counted) 

      June 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon       ✓     ✓ 

2 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

3 Southern Festoon Zeryntha polyxena   ✓         ✓ 

4 Clouded Apollo Parnassius mnemosyne   ✓           

5 Black-veined White Aporia crataegi   ✓       ✓ ✓ 

6 Large White Pieris brassicae      ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

7 Small White Pieris rapae     ✓ ✓ ✓     

8 Mountain Small White Pieris ergani       ✓       

9 Green-veined White Pieris napi     ✓   ✓   ✓ 

10 Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa             ✓ 

11 Berger's Clouded Yellow Colias alfacariensis         ✓     

12 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

13 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

14 Wood White Leptidea sinapis    ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

15 Fenton's Wood White Leptidea morsei             ✓ 

16 Orange Tip Anthocaris cardamines             ✓ 

17 Ilex Hairstreak Satyrium ilicis         ✓     

18 Blue-spot Hairstreak Satyrium spini         ✓     

19 Black Hairstreak Satyrium pruni   ✓           

20 Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi   ✓       ✓ ✓ 

21 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas       ✓ ✓   ✓ 

22 Large Copper Lycaena dispar ✓ ✓           

23 Sooty Copper Lycaena tityrus             ✓ 

24 Purple-shot Copper Lycaena alciphron   ✓           

25 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus       ✓ ✓     

26 Small Blue Cupido minimus ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ 

27 Chequered Blue Scolitantides orion     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

28 Eastern Baton Blue Pseudophilotes vicrama       ✓     ✓ 

29 Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus ✓ ✓           

30 Amanda's Blue Polyommatus amandus ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ 

31 Mazarine Blue Cyaniris semiargus   ✓       ✓ ✓ 

32 Turquoise Blue Polyommatus dorylas             ✓ 

33 Escher's Blue Polyommatus escheri             ✓ 

34 Green Underside Blue Glaucopsyche alexis             ✓ 

35 Adonis Blue Polyommatus bellargus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

36 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

37 Brown Argus Aricia agestis   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

38 Mountain Brown Argus Aricia artaxerxes   ✓           

39 Duke of Burgundy Hamearis lucina   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ 

40 Nettle-tree Butterfly Libythea celtis       ✓ ✓     

41 Southern White Admiral Limenitis reducta       ✓ ✓     

42 Small Tortoiseshell Aglias urticae   ✓       ✓ ✓ 

43 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

44 Map Araschnia levana             ✓ 

45 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

46 Southern Comma Polygonum egea         ✓     

47 Niobe Fritillary Fabriciana niobe         ✓     
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

48 Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia ✓         ✓ ✓ 

49 Pearl-bordered Fritillary Clossiana euphrosyne   ✓         ✓ 

50 Glanville Fritillary Melitaea cinxia   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

51 Nickerl's Fritillary Melitaea aurelia   ✓       ✓   

52 Heath Fritillary Mellicta athalia   ✓           

53 Marbled White Melanargia galathea   ✓     ✓ ✓   

54 Grayling Hipparchia semele       ✓   ✓   

55 Great Banded Grayling Kanetisa circe           ✓   

56 Woodland Ringlet Erebia medusa   ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ 

57 Bright-eyed Ringlet Erebia oeme           ✓ ✓ 

58 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeri   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

59 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

60 Large Wall Brown Lasiommata maera       ✓ ✓     

61 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

62 Eastern Large Heath Coenonympha rhodopensis           ✓ ✓ 

63 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

64 Pearly Heath Coenonympha arcania   ✓       ✓   

65 Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

66 OliveSkipper Pyrgus serratulae       ✓       

67 Safflower Skipper Pyrgus carthami           ✓   

68 Orbed Red-underwing (Hungarian)Skipper Spilalia orbifer   ✓     ✓     

69 Mallow Skipper Carcharodus alceae         ✓     

70 Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ 

71 Chequered Skipper Carterocephalus palaemon   ✓           

72 Lulworth Skipper Thymelicus acteon       ✓ ✓     

73 Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola       ✓ ✓     

74 Small Skipper Thymelicus flavus       ✓ ✓     

75 Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus   ✓   ✓ ✓     

Other Invertebrates (Courtesy of Dave McGeever)               

  Coleoptera 
        

1 White-spotted Rose Beetle Oxythyrea funesta  
✓   

✓   

2 Dune Chafer Anomala dubia       
✓ 

3 Rose Chafer Cetonia aurata  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 Black-spotted Longhorn Rhagium mordax        

5 Capricorn Beetle Cerambyx scopolii        

6 Wasp Beetle Clytus rhamni     
✓   

7 Leaf Beetle Cryptocephalus hypochaeridis  
✓      

8 Leaf Beetle Cryptocephalus bipunctatus   
✓   

✓  

9 Leaf Beetle Lachnaia hirta   
✓     

10 Soldier Beetle Cantharis rustica        

11 Swollen-thigh Beetle Oedemera nobilis      
✓  

  Diptera 
        

1 Bee-fly Bombylius flavescens   
✓     

2 Bee-fly Systoechus ctenopterus     
✓   

3 Bee-fly Bombylius fimbriatus        

4 Bee-fly Bombylius medius  
✓ ✓     

5 Bee-fly Hemipenthes morio     
✓   

6 Robber Fly Dasypogon diadema       
✓ 
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 
Hemiptera 

        

   Sciocoris sp.       
✓ 

1 AC Milan Bug Graphosoma lineatum ssp.italicum    
✓   

2 Red Shieldbug Carpocoris meditrraneus     
✓  

✓ 

3 Tortoise Shieldbug Odontotarsus robustus      
✓  

4 Tortoise Shieldbug Aelia rostrata     
✓   

5 Groundbug Spilostethus saxatilis        

6 Red-and-black Froghopper Cercopis vulnerata       
✓ 

7 Froghopper Cercopis intermedia       
✓ 

8 Leatherbug Coreidae sp.  
✓      

  Hymenoptera 
        

1 Sawfly Tenthredo bifasciata violacea   
✓     

2 Turnip Sawfly Althalia rosae  
✓      

3 Violet Carpenter Bee Xylocopa violacea   
✓  

✓ ✓  

4 Paper Wasp Polistes sp.        

5 Hornet Vespa crabo     
✓   

  Mecoptera 
        

1 Scorpionfly Panorpa communis        

2 Scorpionfly Panorpa meridionalis        

  Neuroptera 
        

1 Owlfly Libelloides lacteus       
✓ 

  Odonata 
        

1 Banded Damoiselle Calopteryx splendens  
✓ ✓     

2 Dainty Bluet Coenagrion scitulum       
✓ 

3 Common Bluetail Ischnura elegans   
✓     

4 White-legged Damselfly Platycnemis pennipes       
✓ 

5 Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa       
✓ 

  Orthoptera 
        

1 Roesels Bush Cricket Metrioptera roeselii      
✓  

2 Field Cricket Gryllus campestris       
✓ 

3 Egyptian Grasshopper Anacridium aegyptium     
✓   

4 Balkan Field Grasshopper Chorthippus bornhalmi     
✓   

5 Stone Grasshopper Prionotropis hystrix     
✓    

  Arachnida 
        

1 Jumping Spider Philaeus chrysops      
✓  

2 Velvet (Ladybird) Eresus kollari       
✓ 

3 Crab Spider Thomisus onustus    
✓    

Macro Moths 

Five-Spot Burnet, Zygaena trifolii Six-spot Burnet, Zygaena Filipendulae 

Plum Lappet, Odonesti pini Buff Arches, Habrosyne pyritoides 

Common Emerald, Hemithea aestivaria Small Emerald, Hemistola Chrysoprasaria 

Little Emerald, Jodis lactearia Mocha, Cyclophora annularia 

Clay Triple-lines, Cyclophora linearia Blood-vein, Timandra comae 

Mullein wave, Scopula marginepuncta Golden-Yellow Wave, Idaea aureolaria 

Rose-banded Wave, Rhodostrophia vibicaria Riband Wave, Idaea aversata 

Portland Ribbon Wave, idaea degeneraria Garden Carpet, Xanthorhoe fluctuata 

Ruddy Carpet, Catarhoe rubudata Royal Mantle, Catarhoe cuculata 
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Wood Carpet, Epirrhoe rivata Rivulet, Perizoma affinitata 

Clouded Border, Lomaspilis marginata Scorched Carpet, Lidgia adustata 

Latticed Heath, Chiasmia clathrata Brown Silver-line, Petrophora chlorosata 

Speckled Yellow, Pseudopanthera macularia Peppered Moth, Biston betularia 

Willow Beauty, Peribatodes rhomboidaria Olive-tree Beauty, Peribatodes umbraria 

Great Oak Beauty, Hypomecis roboraria Common Heath, Ematurga atomaria 

Light Emerald, Campaea magaritata Black-veined Moth, Siona lineata 

Small Elephant Hawk-moth, Deilephila porcellus Hummingbird Hawk-moth, Macroglossum stellatarum 

Maple Prominent, Ptilodon cucullina Ascotis selenaria 

Orange Footman, Eilema soroscula Hoary Footman, Eilema caniola 

Cream-spot Tiger, Arctia villica Clouded Buff, Diacrisia sannio 

Buff Ermine, Spilosoma luteum Nine-spotted, Amata phegea 

Heart and Dart, Agrotis exclamationis The Flame, Axylia putris 

Setaceous Hebrew Character, Xestia c-nigrum Small Ranunculus, Hecatera dysodea 

Beautiful Brocade, Lacanobia contigua Light Brocade, Lacanobia w-latinum 

Double Line, Mythimna turca Clay, Mythimna ferrago 

White-point, Mythimna albipuncta Poplar Grey, Acronicta magacephala 

Coronet, Craniophora ligustri Brown Rustic, Rusina ferruginea 

Small Angle Shades, Euplexia lucipara Eutelia adulatrix 

The Latin, Callopistria juventina Marbled minor sp, Oligia sp 

Treble Lines, Charanyca trigrammica Silver Barred, Deltote bankiana 

Spotted Sulphur, Emmelia trabealis Green Silver-lines, Pseudoips prasinana 

Burnished Brass, Diachrysia chrysitis Nut-tree Tussock, Colocasis coryli 

Mother Shipton, Callistege mi Burnet Companion, Uuclydia glyphica 

Beautiful Hook-tip, Laspeyria flexula Four-spotted, Tyta luctuosa 

Straw Dot, Rivula sericealis Common Fan-foot, Pechipogo strigilata 

Small Fan-foot, Herminia grisealis Dotted Fan-foot, Macrochilo cribrumalis 

Shaded fan-foot, Herminia tarsicrinalis Fan-foot sp, Polypogon tentacularia 

Plumed fan-foot, Pechipogo plumigelaris  

Moths (micros),   

Pyrata cingulata Bee Moth, Aphomia sociella 

Catopria osthelderi Small Magpie, Anania hortulata 

Birds (h = heard only) 

Mute Swan, Cygnus olor Rock Partridge, Alectoris graeca 

Common Pheasant, Phasianus colchicus White Stork, Ciconia ciconia 

Grey Heron, Ardea cinerea Eurasian Sparrowhawk, Accipiter nisus 

Montagu's Harrier, Circus pygargus Common Buzzard, Buteo buteo 

Black Kite, Milvus migrans Western Yellow Legged Gull, Larus michahellis 

Common (Feral) Pigeon, Columba livia 'feral' European Turtle Dove, Streptopelia turtur 

Eurasian Collared Dove, Streptopelia decaocto Common Cuckoo, Cuculus canorus 

Alpine Swift, Tachymarptis melba Common Swift, Apus apus 

Pallid Swift, Apus pallidus European Bee-eater, Merops apiaster 

Eurasian Hoopoe (h), Upupa epops Eurasian Wryneck, Jynx torquilla 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker (h), Dryobates minor White-backed Woodpecker, Dendrocopos leucotos 

Great Spotted Woodpecker, Dendrocopos major European Green Woodpecker, Picus viridis 

Common Kestrel, Falco tinnunculus Red-backed Shrike, Lanius collurio 

Eurasian Golden Oriole, Oriolus oriolus Eurasian Jay, Garrulus glandarius 

Eurasian Magpie, Pica pica Alpine Chough, Pyrrhocorax graculus 



Butterflies of Croatia  Tour Report 

 

 

12  © Naturetrek     August 19 
 

Hooded Crow, Corvus cornix Northern Raven, Corvus corax 

Great Tit, Parus major Woodlark, Lullula arborea 

Eurasian Skylark (h), Alauda arvensis Barn Swallow, Hirundo rustica 

Eurasian Crag Martin, Ptyonoprogne rupestris Common House Martin, Delichon urbicum 

Willow Warbler, Phylloscopus trochilus Common Chiffchaff (h), Phylloscopus collybita 

Icterine Warbler, Hippolais icterina Eurasian Blackcap, Sylvia atricapilla 

Garden Warbler, Sylvia borin Barred Warbler, Sylvia nisoria 

Eastern Orphean Warbler, Sylvia crassirostris Common Whitethroat, Sylvia communis 

Subalpine Warbler, Sylvia cantillans Eurasian Wren, Troglodytes troglodytes 

Common Starling, Sturnus vulgaris Common Blackbird, Turdus merula 

Song Thrush, Turdus philomelos European Robin, Erithacus rubecula 

Common Nightingale, Luscinia megarhynchos Collared Flycatcher, Ficedula albicollis 

Black Redstart, Phoenicurus ochruros Blue Rock Thrush, Monticola solitarius 

Black-eared Wheatear, Oenanthe hispanica House Sparrow, Passer domesticus 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow, Passer montanus Grey Wagtail, Motacilla cinerea 

White Wagtail, Motacilla alba Tawny Pipit, Anthus campestris 

Tree Pipit, Anthus trivialis Common Chaffinch, Fringilla coelebs 

Hawfinch, Coccothraustes coccothraustes European Greenfinch, Chloris chloris 

Common Linnet, Linaria cannabina European Goldfinch, Carduelis carduelis 

European Serin, Serinus serinus Corn Bunting, Emberiza calandra 

Yellowhammer (h), Emberiza citrinella Ortolan Bunting, Emberiza hortulana 

Cirl Bunting, Emberiza cirlus  

Reptiles & Amphibians 

Edible Frog, Pelophylax kl esculentus Marsh Frog, Pelophylax ridibundus 

Alpine Newt, Ichtyosaura alpestris Sand Lizard, Lacerta agilis 

Dalmatian Wall Lizard, Podarcis melisellensis Italian Wall Lizard, Podarcis sicula 

Common Wall Lizard, Podarcis muralis Balkan Green Lizard, Lacerta trilineata 

European Glass Lizard, Ophisaurus apodus Dalmatian Algyroides, Algyroides nigropunctatus 

Balkan Whip-snake, Hierophis gemonensis Nose-horned Viper, Vipera ammodytes 

European Viper (Adder), Vipera berus Dice Snake, Natrix tessellata 

Turkish Gecko, Hemidactylus turcicus  

Mammals 

Bank Vole, Myodes glareolus Water Vole, Arvicola amphibius 

Roe Deer, Capreoluscapreolus Stoat, Mustela erminea 

Notable Plants (Courtesy of Sue and Steve Place) 

White helleborine, Cephalanthera damasonium Sword-leaved helleborine, Cephalanthera longifolia 

Lesser butterfly orchid, Platanthera bifolia Heart-shaped marsh orchid, Dactylorhiza cordigera  

Early marsh orchid, Dactylorhiza incarnata Man orchid, Aceras anthropophorum 

Pink globe orchid, Traunsteinera globosa Bug orchid, Orchis coriophora 

Green-winged orchid, Orchis morio Toothed orchid, Orchis tridentata 

Military orchid, Orchis militaris Burnt tip orchid, Orchis ustulata 

Pyramidal orchid, Anacamptis pyramidalis Fragrant orchid, Gymnadenia conopsea 

Bird’s-nest orchid, Neottia nidus-avis Bee orchid, Ophrys apifera 

Yellow Turk’s cap lily, Lilium pyrenaicum    Amethyst meadow squill, Chouardia litardierei   

 


