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Tour participants: Mark Ogden 
Tom & Claire Goodyer 
Guy & Serena Meredith 
Brian Jackman 
Geoff Lanegan 
John Vallender 
Karen Nichols 
Mary Palmer 
Alex & Gill McLennan 
Noor Mather 
Nigel Turnbull. 

Day 1  Saturday 10th June 

We departed from Heathrow, leaving hot, sunny weather and without hitch, alighting at Budapest Ferihegy 
Airport into a glitch: this being the weather.  A fresh, cool northerly wind and blustery showers – a reversal of 
the usual weather sequence!  However we were met by Gerard Gorman, our excellent Hungarian guide and 
Naturetrek Ground Agent. Our driver, Attila, soon had our luggage stowed on the vehicle. In addition to driving 
was also responsible for handing out copious cold drinks and setting up the picnic lunches each day. Nothing 
was too much trouble for him.  
 
Seated in the spacious minibus, our first stop occurred on the airport exit road to watch some particularly easy to 
see Susliks on a patch of waste ground. These charming little ground squirrels are typical of lowland plains in 
Hungary but this was a good opportunity to observe them using the vehicle as a hide; they can be difficult to 
locate elsewhere. 
 
As the weather precluded any attempt at an even brief en route butterfly sortie, our only stop was for 
refreshments etc. overlooking the Matra Hills.  Providing some interest here were several very confiding Crested 
Larks, Common Buzzard, Red-backed Shrike and a White Stork.  It was with some trepidation in respect of the 
weather that we continued our journey to the far northwestern corner of Hungary, a rather inauspicious start to 
our holiday.  At least our early arrival at our hotel in Aggtelek allowed more time to freshen up and relax 
following our early morning flight and onward travel, prior to our most welcome evening meal. 
 
Hungary boasts some 170 species of butterfly as its national total.  At the time of year and region we are visiting, 
over 100 species could conceivably be recorded, though a more realistic figure to aim at considering our length 
of stay (amongst other considerations) would hopefully be into higher double figures.  Myself, aided by Gerard 
and others, had undertaken much detailed advance planning for this first ever Naturetrek butterfly trip to this 
less well known country in respect of its butterflies.  Now it was all down to the all important good weather and 
good group participation, together with a dash of good luck. 
 
Would it all come together?! 
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Day 2   Sunday 11th June 

Weather:  Wind light northerly, mainly a warm sunny 20C. Dry. 
 
What a difference a day makes!  The wind now reduced to a cooling breeze, a lovely fine day was now in 
prospect. Sighs of relief all round! 
 
We spent the day within 5km of our hotel, partly to compensate for yesterday’s travelling – much of the time 
within the immediate environs of the hotel (only some 500m from the Slovak border) in a flower-filled meadow 
and warm south-facing Karst limestone banks, bursting with a wide range of colourful calcareous plants and 
butterflies! 
 
Our butterfly total for the day attained a nicely rounded 50 species, approximately Britain’s national total! 
 
Especially notable species were:  Nickerl’s and Assmann’s Fritillaries, Amanda’s, Zephyr, Reverdin’s and Large 
Blues.  Also, one of our sought-after species, a pristine Hungarian Glider, which allowed excellent close and 
prolonged photographic opportunities as it nectared on Spirea shrubs in the hotel garden. 
 
Widening the interest among several members of the group was a Wryneck allowing incredible views on a 
telegraph pole, also Tree Sparrows, now rare in the UK. 
 
The pleasingly high total of butterflies was especially rewarding as Central Europe, including Hungary, has 
experienced a particularly long, cold, wet winter and a much wetter, colder spring than usual, inevitably affecting 
Lepidoptera populations to varying degrees. 

Day 3   Monday 12th June 

Weather: Wind very light, 25C. Sunny much of the day, later humid thundery conditions. Dry. 
 
Habitats visited today were again all within the important Aggtelek National Park, a mixture of higher hilly 
flower meadows located near Szinpetri, wooded stream valleys with open glades such as Josvafo and in the 
beautiful Menes Valley area near Szogliget. 
 
Josvafo village, set at the entrance to a wonderfully scenic valley was evidence of the exceptional season’s rainfall. 
Here, the normally placid little stream was now a torrent, our muddy path was though populated by various 
“mud-puddling” butterflies just at our feet, mainly comprising Chequered and Grizzled Skippers, also Common, 
Turquoise and Silver-studded Blues. Pressing onward, the path soon became the stream bed, the stream having 
burst its banks higher up the valley.  We had no choice but to abandon this walk – but not before admiring 
plentiful Wood Whites, Woodland Ringlets, brilliant orange Large Coppers, familiar Orange Tips and more 
challenging Heath and Glanville Fritillaries. 
 
Our next location, the high, warm Szinpetri flower meadows yielded not only spectacular Scarce Swallowtails and 
Southern Festoon, but less gaudy though no less interesting Knapweed and Lesser Spotted Fritillaries, along with 
plentiful Pearly, Small and Chestnut Heaths and Large Skippers, among many other desirable species. 
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Our final destination today, the easily accessible stream valley near Szogliget found in particular among an array 
of impressive species such as dramatic Scarce Swallowtail, more Large Blues and Common Glider, another target 
species. A well camouflaged Crab Spider held a freshly caught Duke of Burgundy firmly in its jaws. 
 
At a woodland glade where we picnicked, star attraction of the day was an awe-inspiring Poplar Admiral, 
unconcernedly imbibing nutrients from a muddy trackside puddle, allowing our photographers the shots of a 
lifetime.  We ended another packed day more than pleased with our excellent haul of species. 

Day 4   Tuesday 13th June   

Weather: Hot and clear, but with a welcome cooling breeze. 
 
Changeover day to our new destination meant there was no time left to further investigate this butterfly-rich 
area. An early start ensued after our full breakfast in order to reach our second base in unhurried fashion via a 
detour from the most direct route, taking an ever upward narrow winding minor road leading to the Central 
Plateau of the Bukk Hills; incidentally affording chances to observe varying and attractive countryside and very 
rural villages.  The Bukk’s more wooded hills encompass an area of some 37,000 hectares of National Park. 
 
Reaching Nagy-Mezo, translated as “large meadow”, which was exactly that, sitting amid the otherwise enclosing 
mostly broadleaf forest.  We spent several productive hours marveling at, among many other species, a plethora 
of translucent-winged Clouded Apollos, many Pearl-bordered Fritillaries and several Weaver’s (Violet) Fritillaries.  
Several first-generation Maps were the first we had encountered. Yet another much sought-after species, 
Camberwell Beauty was seen, one tolerating extremely close approach as it nectared on a lilac in a garden in 
company with an equally obliging Broad-bordered Bee Hawk-moth!  Other stops along the way produced varied 
species and further photographic opportunities until a long-threatened thunderstorm ended play for the day. 

Day 5   Wednesday 14th June 

Weather:  Wind northerly, often cloudy, though hot sunny periods. Late pm some thundery rain. 
 
Our first full day in the Bukk Hills. We met up with Peter, a young, professional entomologist at the local 
university, his personal interest being moths and butterflies.  With him we visited several sites not generally 
known for butterflies.  At one site, 12+ Scarce Fritillaries enthralled, a Europe-wide (aptly named) uncommon 
localized species.  At another venue, an incredible ‘flock’ of 14 Common Gliders induced euphoria as they 
settled upon low bushes and muddy tracks!  Many Black and Green Hairstreaks were also admired. Other areas 
with excellent butterfly potential were also explored.  We ended our day well pleased with our varied walks and 
fine results. 
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Day 6   Thursday 15th June 

Weather: Hot sunny periods all morning. Later, thundery conditions produced humidity – but it remained dry. 
 
We began our day in the Tard area, exploring possibilities within long-abandoned vineyards containing a mix of 
semi-agricultural wild flora.  Among a range of commoner species, including our first high numbers of Meadow 
Brown, were familiar (to some), Essex and Silver-spotted Skippers. 
 
This also proved an excellent area for birds: exotic Bee-eaters and Golden Orioles, while thermaling raptors 
included a Pair of Lesser Spotted Eagles, three Short-toed Eagles, Marsh Harrier, Sparrowhawk and several 
Buzzards.  As if this assemblage wasn’t enough, they were joined by a Black Stork! 
 
At a nearby hay meadow, we were entranced by the sheer volume of butterflies in exciting, bewildering array – all 
contained in just a few acres of flower meadow.  Here were graceful Black-veined Whites, Berger’s Clouded 
Yellows, Sooty and Purple-shot Coppers, Queen of Spain, Twin-spot, Marbled and Lesser Marbled Fritillaries 
and Sloe Hairstreak.  Yet another much sought-after Nymphalid: Lesser Purple Emperor added final icing on the 
cake! 
 
It grew hotter and more humid, so after lunch we withdrew to the always interesting Hor Valley, a narrow, 
wooded steep-sided gorge interspersed with small meadows and rocky outcrops, providing varied habitats for a 
wide range of flora and fauna.  Our woodland walk brought cooling shade, but not a lot of butterflies, although 
Chequered and Small Blues and a magnificent Stag Beetle were particularly rewarding, while brightly iridescent 
Rose Chafers were common. Dramatic Martagon Lilies along with Bird’s-nest and Butterfly Orchids allowed 
differing dimensions for our enthusiastic photographers. 

Day 7   Friday 16th June 

Weather:  A cloudless sky, the hottest day of our stay, 30C. 
 
Our last day in the field. Where does the time go?! 
 
We returned to the hay meadow at Tard, not only to locate several desirable species missed by several of our 
group yesterday, but also to savour the spectacle of myriad ‘ariel flowers’ intermingling among the flora.  
Fortunately success ensued on all fronts.  Our visit here was well-timed, since as we were leaving, the farmer 
arrived to mow it!  As no protection exists for it, we could only hope it might recover to allow following 
breeding attempts later in the year. 
 
We then moved down to the northernmost outliers of the Great Hungarian Plain.  Flat, and for a large part, 
intensively agricultural, a very different landscape from which we had become accustomed.  Here, several species 
occur which are not usually found in the hills, including Pale Clouded Yellow, and Eastern Bath White which 
were new for virtually everyone, as was Tufted Marbled Skipper.  Interestingly, second generation Map were on 
the wing too. 
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The birds were different as well: close views of a vivid Roller and a pair of delightful Red-footed Falcons, Great 
White and Little Egret for example, while a selection of dragonflies broadened the insect interest. 
 
So ended another full, varied and eventful day, as we traveled back to our hotel and yet another sumptuous 
evening meal. 

Day 8   Saturday 17th June 

Weather:  Mainly clear and warm. 
 
Only time for an early morning walk near our well-placed hotel. Amongst many interesting birds, more notable 
breeding species were: Collared and Spotted Flycatchers, Black Redstart, Golden Oriole, Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker, Turtle Dove and Serin, all seen by interested members of the group in the hotel grounds or near 
vicinity. 
 
Breakfast over and replete, it was time to bid a reluctant farewell to out excellent hosts, Barbara and family and 
begin to contemplate our highly successful, most enjoyable holiday as we journeyed back over the M3 to 
Budapest. 
 
Our joint trip list tallied a very respectable 84 species, which includes 14 species of fritillary and 15 of blues! The 
vast majority were either seen or photographed by the group.  Certainly contributing toward this successful 
outcome was the way in which the group quickly gelled into a friendly cooperative team effort.  Well done 
everyone, but special thanks to Mark and Guy for so generously sharing their expertise. 
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Species lists 

Butterflies 

Note: Numbers fewer than 10 are enumerated 

Numbers over 10 are represented by a 'p', unless otherwise shown 

Numbers over 100 are indicated by a 'u' 

p = commonly present 

u = ubiquitous 

* = 1st gen. ** = 2nd gen. 

 
  June 2006 

Common name Scientific name 11th 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th 17th 

Swallowtail Papilio machaon 1 1           

Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius   7       1   

Southern Festoon Zerynthia polyxena   3           

Clouded Apollo Parnassius mnemosyne   1 p 3 1     

Black-veined White Aporia crataegi p p 2 5 p p   

Large White Pieris brassicae      1   6 p   

Small White Artogeia rapae 1 1   1 p p   

Green-veined White Artogeia napi 1 2 p p p p   

Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa           5   

Orange Tip Anthrocharis cardamines 7 p p p p p   

Pale Clouded Yellow Colias hyale           p   

Berger's Clouded Yellow Colias alfacariensis p p   1 p     

Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni 5 p     3     

Wood White Leptidea sinapis  u u u u u u   

Fenton's Wood White Leptidea morsei   p           

Sloe Hairstreak Satyrium acasiae         6 10   

Black Hairstreak Satyrium pruni 2 p p p 2 4   

Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi p p p p p p   

Large Copper Lycaena dispar p p 4 p p p   

Sooty Copper Lycaena tityrus p   2 6 p p   

Purple-shot Copper Lycaena alciphron         3 3   

Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus 1 2           

Eastern Short-tailed Blue Everes decoloratus p 3 1 2 2     

Small Blue Cupido minimus p p     6 p   

Green-underside Blue Glaucopsyche alexis 5     1 p 3   

Large Blue Maculinea arion 6 3           

Chequered Blue Scolitantides orion   1   8 p     

Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus p p     p p   

Zephyr Blue Plebejus pylaon 3             

Reverdin's Blue Plebejus argyrognomon p       5 1   

Amanda's Blue Agrodiaetus amanda 1             



Butterflies in Hungary Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     September 06 7 
 

  June 2006 

Common name Scientific name 11th 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th 17th 

Mazarine Blue Cyaniris semiargus 1 2 p p 3 7   

Turquoise Blue Plebicula dorylas 2 6           

Adonis Blue Lysandra bellargus 10+ p     1     

Common Blue Polyommatus icarus u u u u u u   

Brown Argus Atricia agestic 3 3           

Duke of Burgundy Hamearis lucina 1 1   1       

Lesser Purple Emperor Apatura ilia         2 5   

Poplar Admiral Limenitis populi   1           

Common Glider Neptis sappho   3   19       

Hungarian Glider Neptis rivularis 2 1           

Camberwell Beauty Nymphalis antiopa     3         

Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychloras         1     

Small Tortoiseshell Aglias urticae     1         

Peacock Inachis io   2 5 4       

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta     1   1     

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui  2 1 1 1 1 p   

Comma Polygonum c-album    p 4 p p 1   

Map Araschina levana     4*     6**   

Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia     2   2 5   

Twin-spot Fritillary Brenthis hecate         p p   

Marbled Fritillary Brenthis daphne         2 2   

Lesser Marbled Fritillary Brenthis ino   1     1 5   

Pearl-bordered Fritillary Clossiana euphrosyne 1   p         

Small Pearl-bord Fritillary Clossiana selene     3         

Weaver's (Violet) Fritillary Clossiana dia     5         

Glanville Fritillary Melitaea cinxia p 5 2 p 2 3   

Knapweed Fritillary Melitaea phoebe 3 1 1   6 3   

Lesser Spotted Fritillary Melitaea fascelis 1 6   5 2 2   

Heath Fritillary Mellicta athalia p p p 4 p p   

Nickerl's Fritillary Mellicta aurelia 3             

Assmann's Fritillary Mellicta britomartis 1             

Scarce Fritillary Hypodryas maturna       20 1     

Dryad Minois dryas           1   

Woodland Ringlet Erebia medusa p p p p p p   

Wall Brown Lasiommata megera 1         1   

Large Wall Brown Lasiommata maera 3 3 3 p p     

Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina 2 2 2 1 p     

Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus  p p p   p p   

Pearly Heath Coenonympha arcania p p 4 p p p   

Chestnut Heath Coenonympha glycerion p p p   p p   
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  June 2006 

Common name Scientific name 11th 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th 17th 

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeri 3 5 p p p     

Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae p u p p p p   

Large Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus alveus 3   1         

Safflower Skipper Pyrgus carthami 1             

Mallow Skipper Carcharodus alceae   1           

Tufted Marbled Skipper Carcharodus flociferus           1   

Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages 1   2 3       

Chequered Skipper Carterocephalus palaemon 3 1 p p       

Lulworth Skipper Thymelicus acteon     2         

Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola       p   p   

Small Skipper Thymelicus flavus       p   p   

Silver-spotted Skipper Hesperia comma       2       

Large Skipper Ochlodes venatus 3 p   p   p   

Birds 

p = present 

 
  June 2006 

Common name Scientific name 11th 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th 17th 

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus      p  

Great White Egret Egretta alba      p  

Little Egret Egretta garzetta      p  

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea      p  

White Stork Ciconia ciconia p p p p p p  

Black Stork Ciconia nigra     p   

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos p  p     

Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus     p   

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus p    p p  

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus     p   

Goshawk Accipiter gentillis p       

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo p p p p p p  

Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus   p p p   

Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina     p   

Saker Falcon Falco cherrug      p  

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus p p  p  p  

Red-footed Falcon Falco verspertinus      p  

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus p  p p p   

Grey Partridge                      Perdix perdix     p   

Common Quail Coturnix coturnix  p p   p  

Corncrake Crex crex    h h   
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  June 2006 

Common name Scientific name 11th 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th 17th 

Moorhen Gallinula chloropus p       

Coot Fulica atra p p    p  

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus p     p  

Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans      p  

Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon Columba livia p p p p p p  

Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus p p p p p p  

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto p p p p p p  

Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur p p p p p p  

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus p p p p p p  

Swift Apus apus   p p  p  

Hoopoe Upupa epops   p     

Bee-eater Merops apiaster     p p  

Roller Coracias garrulus      p  

Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius  p      

Green Woodpecker Picus viridis      p  

Great-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major p p p p p p  

Middle-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos medius    p    

Lesser-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor      p p  

Wryneck Jynx torquilla p p p p  p  

Skylark Alauda arvensis p p  p p p  

Crested Lark                    Galerida cristata p   p  p  

House Martin Delichon urbica p p p p  p  

Swallow Hirundo rustica p p p p p p  

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis  p p  p   

Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris     p p  

White Wagtail Motacilla alba p p p p p p  

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea  p p p p   

Blue-headed Wagtail Motacilla flava flava   p   p  

Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos p p p p p p  

Robin Erithacus rubecula    p p   

Stonechat Saxicola torquata p p p p p p  

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros p p p p p p  

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe p       

Blackbird Turdus merula p p p p p p  

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos p p p p p p  

River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis     h h  

Savi’s Warbler Locustella luscinioides p p      

Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus p p    p  

Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis  p      

Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca p p p  p   
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  June 2006 

Common name Scientific name 11th 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th 17th 

Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria p p      

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla p p p p p p  

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix p  p  p   

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita p p p p p   

Goldcrest Regulus regulus   p p    

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata p  p  p   

Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis    p p p  

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus    p p   

Marsh Tit Parus palustris    p p   

Coal Tit Parus ater   p p    

Great Tit Parus major p p p p p p  

Blue Tit Parus caeruleus  p  p  p  

Nuthatch Sitta europaea  p  p p p  

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   p p    

Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor   p   p  

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio p p p p p p  

Jay Garrulus glandarius p p p p p p  

Magpie Pica pica p p p p p p  

Rook Corvus frugilegus      p  

Hooded Crow Corvus corone cornix p    p p  

Jackdaw Corvus monedula p       

Raven Corvus corax p    p   

Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus p p p  p   

Starling Sturnus vulgaris p  p p p p  

House Sparrow Passer domesticus p p p p p p  

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus p p p p p p  

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs p  p p p p  

Serin Serinus serinus   p p p p  

Linnet Acanthis cannabina p p  p p p  

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis p p p p p p  

Greenfinch Carduelis chloris p p p p p p  

Hawfinch C. coccothraustes p p p p p   

Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra p p p p p p  

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella p p p p p p  

 


