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Tour Participants:  Terry Goble (Naturetrek leader), Gerard Gorman (local guide) and Ortilla (driver) 

   with ten Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

This two centre tour samples some of the most scenic and diverse uplands of Hungary and the list of wildlife 

recorded bears this out, despite some inclement weather. The focus was on the varied and glorious butterfly 

fauna. Purple Emperor and Lesser Purple Emperor (clyties form as well) were particularly enjoyed, but the 

coppers were also a delight.  

 

On this trip however, the supporting cast is an integral part of the wildlife to be enjoyed. Other invertebrates 

including a variety of moths and the striking Owl Fly were appreciated, as were the mammals, which are always 

difficult. Red Fox, deer, an Edible Dormouse and a variety of bats seen in the hand were memorable encounters. 

The birds did not disappoint either with gaudy Bee-eaters, eagles and Black Storks among the avian treats. For 

the more discerning, the elusive River Warbler was a welcome bonus. 

 

Not only was the tour great for its diversity of wildlife, but the relaxed and enthusiastic approach from a 

knowledgeable group enhanced the trip enormously. I hope they enjoyed the trip as much as I did! 

Day 1 Tuesday 16th June 

Heathrow to Budapest then drive to Aggtelek National Park  

Weather: Warm but overcast. The flight arrived a little early at Budapest Airport and we were soon in the arrivals 

lounge, where we all gathered. Once we were all together we boarded the minibus and set off towards the village 

of Josvafo, deep in the national park of Aggtelek. En route there was a procession of Common Buzzards, Red-

backed Shrikes and Stonechats as well as a few Corn Buntings, Yellow Wagtails and other common species. 

After about an hour we pulled in at a roadside stop to stretch our legs and have a bite to eat. Due to the cool 

overcast conditions there were few butterflies flying and only a few birds, notably Crested Lark and White 

Wagtail.  

 

After about 30 minutes we were on our way, with about two hours left of the journey. In addition to the now 

usual birds there were one or two Rollers adding a splash of colour to a dull day. Gradually the landscape 

changed and we entered into an area of rolling beech wooded hills as far as the eye could see. Very soon we were 

at the hotel and getting booked in and settled. Dinner was early to take into account the long journey from the 

UK, so we met again at 6.30pm to drive down to the village for dinner. Whilst waiting to gather we noted several 

footman species of moth and a few birds around, such as Black Redstart and Greater Spotted Woodpecker. 

From the woods we could hear Blackcap, Blackbird and Chaffinch calling. 

 

We drove the short distance to the village and peered into a stream when we alighted spotting a young Grass 

Snake swim to the other side and a Trout darting up and down the stream. Swallows and House Martins whizzed 

all around the village gleaning insects. We sat down and enjoyed a lovely home cooked meal in a pleasant and 

chatty atmosphere. Everyone appeared to enjoy the evening and seemed relaxed. We took the minibus back to 

the hotel and dispersed to our rooms for a good night’s sleep. 
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Day 2 Wednesday 17th June 

Josvafo Village and Salamander Hill 

Weather: Cool and overcast. The morning began with a check on the moth trap, which had a pretty good yield. 

A Lobster Moth was probably the highlight but several other moths were identified, some being rare in the UK 

but relatively common in Hungary. After sorting through the moths we got ready for breakfast. As we gathered 

on the hotel forecourt a White-backed Woodpecker was found; a rare and elusive bird and a great start to the 

day. Some chose to walk through the woods to the breakfast site whilst the others elected to go in the minibus. 

The group that walked through the woods saw a good selection of birds including the white headed race of 

Long-tailed Tit, Honey Buzzard, Nuthatch and Song Thrush. Butterflies were not very apparent due to the cool 

conditions but Marbled White and Meadow Brown were seen to add to our meagre list. 

 

After breakfast we drove a short distance to begin our butterfly quest in earnest. It was a slow start, but despite 

the conditions sightings improved steadily. A second brood Map was a good start, being a good deal darker than 

the earlier brood. A brief and tantalising glimpse of the rare Woodland Brown peaked people’s interest. A 

number of usual species were seen including some common whites and ‘orangey’ skippers, but soon we were 

into more exotic species with both Provencal and Short-tailed Blues identified. The fritillaries were increasingly 

evident with a dark female Twin-spot and Assmann’s being the first to be sorted after a little debate. Then a 

Marbled Fritillary that was very pale on the underside also gave us a few identification issues, but finally settled as 

just an odd looking Lesser Marbled. Heath was also added along with Silver-washed, a large and very beautiful 

fritillary. A male Large Copper was stunning with its bright orange upperside standing out even in the gloomy 

conditions. Curiously we also found several butterflies with crumpled wings, which was due to them being 

freshly emerged and not yet having fully pumped fluid into their wings. It was odd to find a number of different 

species with the same wing condition.  

 

Whilst exploring the wooded valley we found both Iolas and Reveredin’s Blue, but then Gerard exclaimed he 

had found another Woodland Brown, and this one and a few others were able to be watched and enjoyed. On 

the birding front we saw a few Hawfinch and heard several Golden Orioles. This had turned out to be a 

productive and enjoyable morning despite the unfavourable weather. It was now time to return to the village and 

have our picnic lunch. 

 

After lunch we drove to a nearby hillside which contained a glorious flower meadow. We all clambered out of 

the minibus and began to enjoy the feast of butterflies with some sumptuous fritillaries including High Brown 

and Dark Green looking pristine. There were many other butterflies including Mazarine, Alcon and Green-

underside Blues, Heath and Assmann’s Fritillaries, and clouds of Marbled Whites, Meadow Browns and skippers. 

We also saw yet more Woodland Browns and a gorgeous Purple-shot Copper to add to an excellent afternoon. 

 

It was now time to return to the hotel to relax and get prepared for dinner and hopefully an evening bat session! 

We reassembled about 6.45pm to drive down for dinner; a few walked. After a lively dinner we had the good 

news that the bat session was going ahead. Some chose to go back to the hotel to get some rest but most stayed 

to have a talk about bat ecology (effects of viruses on hibernating bats) and to see some bats in hand. After a 

false start with a Blackbird, which Tony handled expertly and gave a talk on ageing passerines, we then got into 

the bats. Two large Common Noctules flew overhead and soon one was caught in the net and shown to the 
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group. This was followed by a few Serotines and a real treat in a Greater Horseshoe. The group thanked 

Gerard’s friend and said goodnight. It had been a great day enjoyed by all, but now it was time to get some rest. 

Day 3 Thursday 18th June 

Szalamandar Hut area.  

Weather: warm and sunny, becoming overcast and humid. We met about 7.30am for a pre-breakfast walk, whilst 

some of the group went down on the minibus. The group enjoyed good views of Collard Flycatcher at its nesting 

site. They also saw Short-toed Treecreeper and overhead a Common Buzzard. In the village were the usual Black 

Redstarts, Tree Sparrows and Swallows. At the Restaurant we heard Lesser Whitethroat (calling its ‘digger digger’ 

song). Whilst looking for the bird Jeff spotted an Owl in the chimney which was identified as Tawny Owl. While 

we were enjoying the owl a Common Swallowtail flew past the restaurant, eventually giving good views: what a 

start to the day! 

 

After a leisurely breakfast we got ready to set off for the day and explore a wooded valley by Szalamandar Hut. It 

was a glorious morning, pleasantly warm with bright sunshine. The butterflies were very active and we started to 

compile a good list of species and enjoy some stunning butterflies. It’s difficult to pick out the highlights as there 

were many beautiful ones, but the Lesser Purple Emperor was a great start followed closely by the clyties form, 

which has an orange hue to the purple sheen. Next in the parade was a Purple Emperor, all three species giving 

excellent views. In between all this Gerard imitated a Black Woodpecker call and very soon the group were 

enjoying seeing this impressive woodpecker flying over the forest canopy. We reached the picnic hut just after 

11.30am and explored this area and the butterflies kept coming! Large and Scare Coppers were vying for 

attention with Purple-edged Coppers, and a Large Tortoiseshell was zooming around only giving glimpses. On 

the path a little mud puddle brought down a host of fritillaries and Map butterflies. A Sloe Hairstreak was also a 

good find when we had found one in good enough condition to conclusively identify.  

 

The minibus came along and dropped off the picnic, and Terry and Gerard got to work preparing lunch. After 

lunch we walked a little way back to the minibus, which produced a Goshawk overhead. We then set off towards 

a hillside flower meadow. The views were gorgeous and the meadow, even without the butterflies, was lovely 

with a rich diversity of flowers and grasses. Amongst all this were some cracking butterflies including the small 

but colourful Weaver’s Fritillary. There was a Large Grizzled Skipper which was a great find and a host of blues, 

whites and browns. A Clouded Yellow was identified as Berger’s to compliment the Pale Clouded Yellow we had 

seen earlier. As the afternoon wore on attention turned to ice creams so we drove to the village and enjoyed a 

refreshing ice cream after our hard work. Even here the wildlife didn’t stop as on a wall there was a female Stag 

Beetle and many Firebugs. Soon it was time to head back to the hotel to rest and get ready for dinner. 

 

Dinner was a lively affair as everyone chatted and enjoyed their meals. After dinner most returned to the hotel to 

do the listing for the previous three days. 

 

Day 4 Friday 19th June 

Aggtelek caves area and Red Lake Environmental Visitor Centre.  

Weather: Cool and overcast in the morning, briefly clearing before heavy showers. The day started with a moth 

trapping session which was quite successful with a few new moths and some repeats. The Buff-tip was new and 
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always an interesting moth to find. The Beautiful Hook-tip was also new and a very smart looking moth. Two 

moths could not be identified to species so we took some photographs for further detective work. It was now 

time to get ready for breakfast and the walk/drive to the restaurant.  

 

After breakfast we set off towards Aggtelek and the caves just the other side of the village. Here the meadow was 

being mown which was a shame, but we set off for a walk along the valley in cool overcast conditions. Briefly the 

sun would just about break through and the potential of the site could be appreciated as butterflies suddenly 

would appear everywhere. As it was, we did reasonably well considering the conditions and added Large Blue 

and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary as well as Safflower Skipper. There were many other butterflies to enjoy from 

the diminutive Short-tailed Blue to the Great Banded Grayling. Pleasingly there seemed to be a number of 

Woodland Browns around.  

 

We arrived back at the vehicle for a picnic and watched a Buzzard and four Ravens fly over. During lunch a 

White Stork began to hunt in the freshly mown grass, picking up lizards and invertebrates. At one point he 

managed to catch a large Eastern Green Lizard and swallow it in one gulp. After lunch we set off for a walk in a 

meadow just between the Slovakian and Hungarian borders. As we arrived a thunderstorm began to rumble and 

very light rain began to fall. There were a few butterflies around; notably a Weaver’s Fritillary and some blues, 

and we also had a great view of a Hobby as it flew past. We decided to return to a visitor centre to get coffee/ice 

cream and see what happens to the weather. After a heavier shower there was a brief respite and we walked to a 

nearby lake. We could hear Yellow-bellied Toads and Marsh Frogs and we also saw a Grass Snake eating a fish! 

The rain began to come down much heavier and most retreated to the vehicle except Gerard, Jeff and Celine 

who were rewarded with a view of the Yellow-bellied Toad which has a startlingly yellow belly as its name 

suggests. 

 

At this point we decided to return to the hotel as it was nearly 4pm. A few went off to explore the caves on a 

guided tour and the others chose to relax around the hotel. We all met up again and most of the group drove to 

the usual restaurant for our last dinner in this location. Everyone seemed in good spirits despite the rain ending 

the day a little prematurely. The atmosphere was relaxed and fun, and afterwards most drove back to catch up 

with our lists. 

 

We met in the lobby and ran through the wildlife sightings of the day. We then went to the landing to watch the 

Fireflies behind the hotel. They were very pretty to watch for a while, then people gradually drifted off to their 

rooms. A few went on an impromptu night safari and saw two Green Toads, one an adult female in resplendent 

green splodges. We also saw an Agile Frog, which lived up to its name and promptly bounded off. We then 

enjoyed the pyrotechnical display of several Fireflies and the odd Glow Worm. Before going to bed, a last look 

was taken by some out the back of the hotel. Wild Boar could be heard snuffling around quite loudly, and an odd 

squeaking noise was heard from above. We shone the touch up to find an Edible Dormouse staring down at us. 

When it eventually disappeared we decided to get some sleep with the Wild Boar still bustling around in the 

forest. 

Day 5 Saturday 20th June 

Changeover day to Noszvaj. Visiting a Karst Hillside and Ikra valley  
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Weather: Cool with bright spells, then heavy rain, briefly clearing before rain again in the afternoon. The day 

started with the usual look at the moth trap. Although it was mostly repeats there were a few new moths 

including Small Magpie and Spinach. There were also some lovely micros that were beyond our scope for 

identification. 

 

As today was a transition day we didn’t linger long at breakfast, but did give the owner a warm thank you for 

feeding us so well during the last few days. Some had a last look at the ‘chimney Tawny Owl’ before we set off 

back to the hotel to load up. This was done as quickly as possible and we were on the road by 9.15am. Our first 

stop, just on the edge of Aggtelek village, was a little walk down to a lake that was, in fact, mostly mud. We saw a 

few butterflies with some smart Short-tailed Blues. We also managed to identify an Olive Grizzled Skipper which 

was new. A Hobby flew by rapidly but only a few got to see it. It was then time to return to the bus and make 

our way to the next stop. As we were boarding an Eastern Imperial Eagle was spotted, being mobbed by a 

Buzzard: a great if distant sighting. En route Gerard heard a River Warbler and some people got out to enjoy 

great views of this elusive warbler. 

 

Our next stop was to walk up a valley at Szarvasko, with the bus following. The cool conditions made it not easy 

to spot butterflies, however slowly but surely we were gathering species including some new ones such as False 

Heath Fritillary and Green Hairstreak. David also went into the wooded area and spotted a Speckled Wood 

which was also new, as was a Brimstone fliting around some Scabious. Even though we had seen them before, 

the Lesser Purple Emperors still stole the show with both nominate and clyties form on show. 

 

At lunch time our picnic was set up by the vehicle. However as we began to eat it started to rain very lightly, and 

by the end of the lunch break it was raining heavily. We continued our drive, stopping briefly for a leg stretch at 

a café. This proved quite a good stop as we saw a cracking Black Stork fly over the woodland, and also saw 

Willow Tit, Raven and the ubiquitous Black Redstart. Soon we boarded again and made our way to the Nomad 

Hotel. Here we said goodbye and thank you to Tibor, who had been an excellent driver and also good fun to be 

around. Now we had time to settle in our rooms and see what the weather was going to do! 

 

In the event the weather improved and the group chose to spend their free time going for walks or relaxing in 

the hotel. 

Day 6 Sunday 21st June 

Bogacs, and Tard. 

The day started with a disappointing moth haul: the cool, wet conditions keeping the moths inactive. We did 

however get a few new species, but not from the trap: V Moth and Common White Wave. In the trap we could 

only manage Straw Belle and Brown Rustic. So off we went to get ready for breakfast with the weather overcast 

and cool and not looking promising. 

 

We set off after a very nice buffet breakfast for a roadside meadow just outside the village. There were plenty of 

butterflies but we only managed one new species as an Idas Blue was identified. We also saw an Eastern Green 

Lizard speed off into the grass. The only mammal seen was a Roe Deer hiding in a corn field until it bounded 

away. 
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The next site involved a short walk to a sandy quarry which is often the home for European Bee-eaters. Today 

there were a few around and everyone was able to watch the gaudy birds at reasonably close quarters. There were 

a number of other birds vying for attention as Golden Oriole’s fluty call could be heard alongside the purring of 

Turtle Doves. High up, Jeff identified a large bird of prey as a Lesser Spotted Eagle, the first for the trip. We 

watched it get closer and being mobbed by a Common Buzzard. The butterflies were still in good numbers but 

mostly repeats, but an Eastern Bath White was a lovely addition to the species list. Perhaps the best butterfly was 

the lovely Queen of Spain Fritillary, resplendent with shining pearls in the hindwing. 

 

We then stopped in the village of Cserepfaln for lunch under a Mulberry Tree. It began to rain so after a hurried 

lunch we went to a local café for a hot coffee and to dry off. After a while we set off again in much lighter rain 

and by the time we had reached the reservoir we had managed to drive ahead of the weather system. At the 

reservoir we saw some excellent birds including Eurasian Spoonbill, and a Black Stork that dropped into the 

reeds. The temperatures were just warm enough for some damselflies (including an unusual orange female Blue-

tail) and butterflies to fly, but we had only repeats. Just before we set off again we picked some wild cherries to 

taste on the way.  

 

We then drove to a valley just beyond Cserepfaln where it became warm and sunny. We set off in search of more 

species through some light woodland and emerged into a wide open meadow. We walked this path for about an 

hour and a half and saw a good many butterflies, dragonflies and birds in now lovely warm conditions. We also 

came face to face with Long Horn Cattle which provide meat for local people to sell, and perform a valuable 

grazing role in keeping the meadows open. Then it was time to head back to the hotel. 

 

Some of the group headed up a path opposite the hotel for a walk and enjoyed seeing Turtle Doves, but the rain 

returned and they came back to the hotel. We all met up for an enormous dinner of delicious home cooked food. 

Some then went to help celebrate the birthday of one of the young men who worked at the hotel, whilst the rest 

gathered to complete the evening checklist. Eventually it was completed and we drifted off to our rooms with 

rather full tummies! 

Day 7 Monday 22nd June 

Hor Valley and Cserepfalu areas.  

Weather: Warm and sunny, becoming cloudy with sunny spells. Today was our last full day and it was a relief to 

wake up to bright blue skies and a glorious morning after the unsettled weather of the last few days. Clear skies 

usually mean colder evenings which often means less moths, and so this proved to be the case. Our moth trap 

had a meagre haul, and a Heart and Dart was surprisingly our only new moth. It was now time for breakfast and 

to get ready for the day. 

 

Two of our group chose to have a relaxing day around the hotel and its environs whilst the rest set off in search 

of butterflies, full of hope with the bright and sunny weather. Our first stop at a roadside meadow produced 

some nice butterflies with pristine Short-tailed Blues and Nickeral’s Fritillary on the wing. The next stop was a 

valley by the museum, which has two quarries and a long flat woodland walk with some open rides. With some 

rare sunny weather we began the day very well indeed with a stunning fresh Scarce Swallowtail posing beautifully. 

Next was another fresh looking butterfly that a few people were keen to see and that was a Chequered Blue. This 

was a fine specimen with the bold black spotting on the underside very stark. We had barely began our walk and 
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were enjoying two new species and lots of repeats. One that was especially welcome was the Large Tortoiseshell: 

this butterfly had eluded most of the group at Aggtelek. Here we had great views of the butterfly as it rested on 

some rocky areas. 

 

As we were coming out of the quarry a small brown bird caught our eye and we realised we were watching a 

Rock Bunting bathing in a puddle, it’s bold head markings apparent. At the next quarry we saw more Chequered 

Blues and a stunning European Swallowtail which was admired by all. We then set off down the path with 

several Silver-washed Fritillaries, Map, Peacocks and Painted Ladies flying around amongst many others. Perhaps 

the best butterfly on this section was the Common Glider; again a new one for the trip. After a while we reached 

some puddles in a more open area and we saw more Large Tortoiseshells. Unfortunately some of the butterflies 

had been hit by a very large truck passing through but this did mean that we could see the butterflies in hand to 

look at identification features. We also saw a lot of Holly Blues and Peacocks, but a clyties form of Lesser Purple 

Emperor was the star turn - its beautiful upper colours changing from orange to purple, looking stunning in the 

dappled light. We then had to turn around and leave the ‘puddling’ butterflies to their own devices. 

 

On the way back it was considerably cloudier and cooler. When we got back to the bus we had a picnic lunch on 

the tables in the museum grounds. Two pale clouded yellows flying around were identified as Eastern Pale 

Clouded Yellows, another first and handsome butterflies. 

 

In the afternoon the sky was much more overcast as we went looking for butterflies. In the vineyards above 

Cserepfalu we had a good mix of fritillaries and blues but no new species. The highlight was a huge Stag Beetle 

flying overhead with its massive antlers on show. We had our final stop at a valley path again just north of 

Cserepfalu. Here we had a brief encounter with a Lesser Purple Emperor among the many Peacocks, Red 

Admirals and Painted Ladies. Perhaps the highlight was a female Purple-shot Copper. Soon it was time to head 

back and get ready for our last group dinner. 

 

The dinner was a lively occasion and we toasted what had been an excellent week in terms of sightings and 

enjoyment of the beautiful country of Hungary. After the listings most of the group went to their rooms, whilst a 

few went to have a last look at the Fireflies before going to bed. 

Day 8 Tuesday 23rd June 

Drive to Budapest airport. Flight to the UK  

Weather: Rain at first becoming dry but overcast. Today was mainly taken up with a drive to the airport, 

although some did rise early to a disappointing moth haul. It didn’t take too long to go through the few moths 

that were in the trap: the cold evenings perhaps being responsible for the lack of moths? The group all met up 

for breakfast and soon after we were loading the minibus for the drive to the airport. Mary and Fergus elected to 

stay at the hotel as their flight was in the evening and they arranged a lift from their family, so we said goodbye 

to our companions and to Barbara, our fabulous host, and boarded the bus. 

 

The drive was mostly undertaken in the rain. We saw an eagle’s nest and an eagle, but the poor view and distance 

made precise identification difficult. The common birds were still viewable, and Common Buzzard and Red-

backed Shrike were seemingly everywhere despite the conditions. The rain had ease when we stopped at a service 

station for a comfort stop. Here we saw some birds, notably Crested Lark and White Wagtail, however a quick 
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stroll around the perimeter gave us two new species: Northern Wheatear and Tree Pipit. No butterflies were seen 

due to the cold damp conditions. 

 

We were soon underway again and in under two hours we arrived at the airport. Due to the parking restrictions 

we had to disembark and say farewell to Gerard and our driver Otilla in a rush. The bag drop went smoothly and 

we arrived at the gate for a prompt take off. After a comfortable flight we reached Heathrow half an hour earlier 

than scheduled. We said our farewells as everyone made their way home 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Pearly Heath by Terry Goble 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Butterflies (= recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      Date: 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

1 Safflower Skipper Pyrgus carthami   
  


    

2 Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae 



      

3 Large Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus alveus 
 


     

4 Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola 


     


5 Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris 


     


6 Lulworth Skipper Thymelicus acteon 



      

7 Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus 
 




  


8 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius 
      




9 Swallowtail Papilio machaon 


 
   




10 Wood White Leptidea sinapis complex 


     


11 Black-veined white Aporia crataegi 



      

12 Large White Pieris brassicae 


     


13 Small White Pieris rapae       


14 Green-veined White Pieris napi        


15 Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa 
     


  

16 Eastern Pale Clouded Yellow Colias erate 
      




17 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea 
     

 


18 Pale Clouded Yellow Colias hyale 
 


     

19 Berger's Clouded Yellow Colias alfacariensis 
 


     

20 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni 
 




  


21 Small Copper Hamearis lucina 
     

 


22 Large Copper Lycaena dispar 


     


23 Scarce Copper Lycaena virgaureae 
 

 
    

24 Purple-shot Copper Lycaena alciphron 
 

 
  




25 Purple-edged Copper Lycaena hippothoe 



      

26 Lesser Fiery Copper Lycaena thersamon 
   





  

27 Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi 
     


  

28 Ilex Hairstreak Satyrium ilicis 
     


  

29 Sloe Hairstreak Satyrium acaciae 
 

 


 


30 Small Blue Cupido minimus 


     


31 Short-tailed Blue Cupido argiades 





   


32 Provençal Short-tailed Blue Everes alcetas 



      

33 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus 
    

  


34 Chequered Blue Scolitantides orion 
      




35 Green Underside Blue Glaucopsyche alexis 



  







36 Large Blue Phengaris arion 
   


    

37 Alcon Blue Phengaris alcon 


  
    

38 Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus 
 


     

39 Idas Blue Plebejus idas 
     


  

40 Reverdin's Blue Plebejus argyrognomon 


    
  

41 Brown Argus Aricia agestis 
     


  

42 Mazarine Blue Cyaniris semiargus 
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      Date: 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

43 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus 


     


44 Meleager's Blue Polyommatus daphnis 
 


     

45 Adonis Blue Polyommatus bellargus 
 

 
    

46 Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia 


  


 


47 Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja 


 
  


  

48 High Brown Fritillary Argynnis adippe 


  
    

49 Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia 
     

 


50 Lesser Marbled Fritillary Brenthis ino 









  

51 Marbled Fritillary Brenthis daphne 


     


52 Twin-spot Fritillary Brenthis hecate 


    
  

53 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria selene 
   


    

54 Weaver's Fritillary Boloria dia 
 

    


55 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 


 


  


56 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui 


     


57 Peacock Aglais io 


     


58 Comma Polygonia c-album 


 
  

 


59 Map Butterfly Araschnia levana 


     


60 Camberwell Beauty Nymphalis antiopa 


     


61 Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychloros 
 


   




62 Yellow-legged Tortoiseshell Nymphalis xanthomelas 
   

L/O 
    

63 Spotted Fritillary Melitaea didyma 
 


     

64 False Heath Fritillary Melitaea diamina 
    


   

65 Nickerl's Fritillary Melitaea aurelia 
 

    


66 Assmann's Fritillary Melitaea britomartis 






  




67 Heath Fritillary Melitaea athalia 


     


68 White Admiral Limenitis camilla 
 

 
    

69 Common Glider Neptis sappho 
      




70 Hungarian Glider Neptis rivularis 


  
    

71 Lesser Purple Emperor Apatura ilia 
 










72 Purple Emperor Apatura iris 
 


     

73 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria 
    







74 Woodland Brown Lopinga achine 






    

75 Pearly Heath Coenonympha arcania 


     


76 Chestnut Heath Coenonympha glycerion 
 

    


77 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus 


     


78 Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus 
 




 
  

79 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina       


80 Marbled White Melanargia galathea       


81 Woodland Grayling Hipparchia fagi 
   




 


82 Great Banded Grayling Brintesia circe 
 

    


83 Iolas Blue Iolana iolas 



      

84 Olive Skipper Pyrgus serratulae 
    


   

  Forms:          

  Lesser Purple Emperor A.i Clytie 
    







  High Brown Fritillary A.a Cleodoxa                



Butterflies of Hungary Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     August 15 11 
 

      Date: 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Birds                   

1 Common Quail  Coturnix coturnix         H       

2 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus        H     

3 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos            

4 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra               

5 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia          

6 Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia                

7 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea              

8 Great Egret Ardea alba                

9 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo                

10 European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus               

11 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus        L/O      

12 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus               

13 Northern Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis   
 

           

14 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo        

15 Lesser Spotted Eagle  Aquila pomarina                

16 Eastern Imperial Eagle  Aquila heliaca                

17 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus           

18 Eurasian Hobby  Falco subbuteo               

19 Corncrake  Crex crex         H       

20 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus                

21 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos                

22 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo                

23 Common (Feral) Pigeon Columba livia 'feral'        

24 Stock Dove  Columba oenas                 

25 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus            

26 European Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur   H H H      

27 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto        

28 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus     H H  H     

29 Tawny Owl Strix aluco              

30 Common Swift  Apus apus         
 

     

31 European Roller  Coracias garrulus                

32 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis               

33 European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster                

34 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops             L/O   

35 Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla     H          

36 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos minor                

37 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos medius                

38 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major        

39 White-backed Woodpecker Dendrocopos leucotos               

40 Black Woodpecker  Dryocopus martius          H     

41 Grey-headed Woodpecker  Picus canus       H         

42 Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio        

43 Lesser Grey Shrike  Lanius minor                

44 Eurasian Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus           
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      Date: 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

45 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius          

46 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica   


     

47 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix            

48 Northern Raven  Corvus corax           

49 Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris                

50 Willow Tit  Poecile montanus                

51 Coal Tit  Periparus ater H               

52 Great Tit  Parus major            

53 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus            

54 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis                

55 Woodlark Lullula arborea               

56 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica        

57 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum        

58 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus               

59 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita     H H   H   

60 Wood Warbler  Phylloscopus sibilatrix         H       

61 River Warbler  Locustella fluviatilis                

62 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla          

63 Barred Warbler  Sylvia nisoria           H     

64 Lesser Whitethroat  Sylvia curruca              

65 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis                

66 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes          H     

67 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea   H H H         

68 Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris               

69 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris        

70 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula        

71 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos         

72 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus                

73 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula          H   

74 Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos     H H H H   

75 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros        

76 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe               

77 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata   H           

78 Collared Flycatcher  Ficedula albicollis             

79 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus        

80 Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus        

81 Blue-headed Wagtail Motacilla flava flava                

82 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea              

83 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba          

84 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis               

85 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs        

86 European Serin  Serinus serinus H           

87 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris H           

88 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis             

89 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina                

90 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes           
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      Date: 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

91 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra           

92 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella    H       

93 Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia                

Dragonflies & Damsels                   

1 Beautiful Demoiselle Calopteryx virgo             

2 White-legged Damselfly Platycnemis pennipes              

3 Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans              

4 Azure Damselfly Coenagrion puella              

5 Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula                

6 Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa                

7 Small Pincertail Onychogomphus forcipatus                

8 Norfolk Hawker Aeshna isoceles                

9 Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum               

10 Southern Migrant Hawker Aeshna affinis                 

Reptiles                   

1 Sand Lizard Lacerta agilis               

2 Eastern Green Lizard Lacerta viridis              

3 European Adder Vipera berus                 

4 Grass Snake Natrix natrix               

Amphibians                   

1 Agile Frog Rana dalmatina                

2 Yellow-bellied Toad bombina variegata                

3 Marsh Frog Pelophylax ridibundus              

4 Green Toad Bufo viridis                

5 European Pond Terrapin Emys orbicularis                

Mammals                   

1 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus             

2 Serotine Eptesicus serotinus                

3 Noctule Nyctalus noctula                

4 Daubenton’s Myotis daubentonii                

5 European Red Fox Vulpes vulpes                

6 Greater Horseshoe Rhinolophus ferrumequinum                 

7 Wild Boar Sus scrofa       H         

8 Edible Dormouse Glis glis                 

9 Pipistrelle sp.                  

Moths 

Rosy Footman  Four-spotted Footman Scarce Footman 

Garden Carpet Lobster Magpie 

Great Oak Beauty Engrailed Riband Wave 

Straw Belle Light Emerald Common Emerald 
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Silver ‘Y’ Black-veined  Yellow Shell 

Nine-spotted Moth Burnet Companion Lattice Heath 

Heath Moth Fairy Longhorn Moth Orange Moth 

Zygaena purpuralis Six spot Burnet Transparent Burnet 

Fausta Burnet Festoon Longhorn Moth sp 

Purple Thorn Beautiful Hook-tip Buff Tip 

Mother of Pearl Mocha Double Square spot 

Oncocera semirubella Pachythelia villosella White Plume Moth 

Black V Moth Hummingbird Hawk-moth Small Magpie 

Spinach Four spot type? Brown Rustic 

Heart and Dart   

Other invertebrates 

Field Cricket,  Gryllus campestris Hawthorn Shield Bug,  Acanthosoma haemorrhoidale 

Graphosoma italicum Forest Bug,  Pentatoma rufipes 

Fire Bug,  Pyrrhocoris apterus Ichneumon suspiciosus 

Hornet,  Vespa crabro Lesser Stag Beetle,  Dorcuc parallelopipedus 

Stag Beetle,  Lucanus cervus Dor Beetle,  Geotrupes stercorarius 

Oxythyrea funesta Rose Chafer,  Cetonia aurata 

Wart-Biter,  Decticus verrucivorus Owl Fly,  Libelloides longicornis 

Firefly,  Luciola lusitanica Glow worm,  Lampyris noctiluca 

Grasshopper,  Oedipoda germanica Rove Beetle,  Staphylinus caesareus 

7 Spot Ladybird,  Coccinella 7-punctata Harelequin Ladybird,  Harmandia axyridis 

Leaf Beele,  Cryptocephalus sericeus Bee Fly,  Bombylius major 

Rose Chafer,  Cetonia aurata Large Rose Chafer sp,  Cetonia aeruginosa 

Shield Bug,  Eurygaster testudinaria Roesel's Bush Cricket,  Metrioptera roeselli 

Roman Snail,  Helix pomatia Whirligig Beele,  Gyrinus sp 

 


