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Tour participants: Andy Harding and Gerard Gorman (leaders) with nine Naturetrek clients  

Day 1 Tuesday 14th June 

The omens were not great when those who arrived at Heathrow T3 discovered that the flight to Budapest was 

expected to be delayed by three hours. At least this gave most of the group time to get to know one another! In 

the event, the flight was a mere two hours late and on arrival at Budapest we met a patient Gerard, our local 

guide, and two of the group, Rod and Margaret, who had arrived by another route. We met our driver, Tibor and 

we were soon in a very comfortable bus, with snacks and drinks being handed out, speeding north on the 

motorway out of Budapest. For those who had not visited Hungary previously, it quickly became clear how flat a 

country it is, and for many kilometres the landscape showed fairly intensive agriculture. As some less cultivated 

patches appeared, so more signs of an eastern European avifauna appeared also. Red-backed Shrikes were on the 

wires and Common Buzzards on the posts along the roadside. White Storks, Western Marsh Harriers and even a 

couple of European Rollers were hunting over newly mown fields in their different styles. A female Northern 

Goshawk flew majestically in front of the bus.   

 

Our main objective, though, was to counterbalance the flight delay with as rapid a journey as possible to Josvafo 

and our Hotel Tengerszem in the Aggtelek National Park. Having checked in and with only time for a brief 

freshen-up, we were outside ready to board the bus. A displaying male Stag Beetle doing its display flight was 

Dave’s favourite moment of the whole trip. The five minute run down to our evening meal at a local restaurant 

might seem an odd arrangement, but it proved a great success, with a delicious and very sizeable meal: a chicken 

main course, splendid wine and, to general glee, Hungary beating Austria 2–0 in the European Nations 

Championship being played in France. Flight problems all forgotten, it was then to bed, but not before erecting a 

primitive moth trap at the back of the hotel.   

Day 2 Wednesday 15th June 

Three interesting moths justified the ‘trap’ on early inspection at 6.30am – Great Oak Beauty, what proved to be 

a Plum Lappet (not previously encountered by the moth enthusiasts in the group) and the Box Tree Moth, an 

unwanted and pestilential import from the Far-East, were potted to await everyone’s arrival outside at 7am, as 

was a female Stag Beetle. These were supplemented by four species of footman attracted to lights around the 

hotel forecourt – Rosy, Four-spotted and Hoary Footman were certainly of interest. After a photographic 

session with all the above, we wandered a short distance below the hotel to encounter a Grey Wagtail family and 

then Hawfinches feeding young. A second female Stag Beetle was found in more natural surroundings. 

 

Breakfast was taken in the same restaurant as dinner and the Tawny Owl which stares out from the ‘chimney’ 

was in pretty much full view, much to the chagrin of those who had not brought appropriate cameras with them.  

At least the breakfast was superb. 

   

A short journey subsequently took us to a grassy, flower-filled meadow alongside the road at Tornapakolna and 

there were butterflies everywhere. Twin-spotted, Marbled and Knapweed Fritillaries were the least familiar of 

that family to the group, while Glanville Fritillary and the even more numerous High Brown Fritillary were just 

as enjoyed and most were in quite superb condition. Many of the blues were less fresh: something which was 

noted throughout the trip.  Nonetheless Chapman’s, Amanda’s and Mazarine Blues were identified, together 
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with the almost ubiquitous Common and Silver-studded Blues. A larger blue proved something of a puzzle and 

was the subject of much discussion in the evening. All of the many little orange skippers which were scrutinised 

proved to be Essex Skippers.   

 

The nature of the site and with butterflies in all directions meant that the group eventually became rather 

dispersed, so that while some saw Swallowtail, others saw Great Banded Grayling. We were all together for an 

initially puzzling large white butterfly, which proved to be an extremely worn Black-veined White, normally 

completely straightforward to identify. While it was unlikely we had exhausted the site, there were many other 

places to try so we eventually moved on, but not very far, to near the village of Szin. Here blues predominated, 

with two more of the puzzling larger blues photographed or netted. Eyes were very much on rapidly darkening 

skies so we moved to within easy distance of the bus. It was not long until the heavens opened, so at a rather 

pedestrian pace in the driving rain, we drove a large open-sided shelter where we had our picnic: such shelters 

were erected precisely for this purpose.   

 

Subsequently, our route took us through Aggtelek town where we stopped to photograph a pair of White Storks 

attending their young. It had already been noted that White Storks were clearly having a good year, with nearly 

every nest being successful. The sun was shining again when we arrived at the Aggletek camping trail, and moths 

as well as butterfly species were to the fore. Narrow-bordered Five-spot and Transparent Burnets were 

accompanied by their amazing relation, the Nine-Spotted. The Black-veined moth did its usual trick of appearing 

to be an all white butterfly in flight, before revealing its true identity upon alighting. Several beautiful Scarce 

Coppers, a couple of Safflower Skippers, and Spotted and Nickerl’s Fritillaries were seen at close range, but a 

couple of gliders were seen high and in flight and defied specific identification. After an enjoyable lengthy visit, 

rain again stopped play and we returned early to the hotel. We reconvened an hour before dinner to discuss the 

day’s puzzles. Most were satisfactorily resolved, but the three individual larger blues were more problematic. 

Initially it was thought likely to be Alcon Blue, but there was considerable expertise and experience within the 

group, and this exciting species, known to breed in the area, was eliminated. The most likely identification seems 

to be another very localised species: the Scarce Large Blue, but further assistance and deliberation over these 

butterflies is being sought.    

 

We arrived at the restaurant under the constant gaze of the local Tawny Owl, and the pork was delicious. The 

jokes about cats and suicidal fish were the highlight of the trip for Margaret, though the butterflies were good 

too.   

Day 3 Thursday 16th June 

A very modest moth count added just Barred Straw and Treble Brown Spot to our trip tally, but the woodpecker 

tally was certainly boosted during our pre-breakfast stroll. We had excellent views of Middle, Lesser and Great 

Spotted Woodpeckers and even heard a Black Woodpecker. A singing Wood Warbler was a tuneful addition to 

our bird list. A Silver-washed Fritillary seemed to like basking on the hotel walls and a rather surprising White 

Admiral was seen well on a couple of occasions without coming right down to ground level.   

 

Those who had remembered their cameras were well rewarded by the even more obliging Tawny Owl at the 

breakfast restaurant. We returned briefly to the hotel to get ready for the day. It was only a short drive back to 

the village of Josvafo, from which we walked up Horsehead Valley. Before we had even left the village Sloe 
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Hairstreak was well-watched on a series of flower heads. The first major excitement was a Lesser Purple 

Emperor of the form clytie which landed briefly at our feet. We soon realised that dung was a key ingredient to 

successful butterfly watching. A group of large fritillaries, with some Silver-washed Fritillaries and many High 

Brown Fritillaries, some of the form deodoxa, were joined by the similarly coloured Commas. Holly Blues or 

Silver-studded Blues, and occasionally Essex Skippers joined Wood Whites and Meadow Browns at a favoured 

piece of dung. These gatherings were not only a spectacle, but also a place to search for the more unusual, and 

Marbled and Nickerl’s Fritillaries were picked out. The sheer volume of butterflies was the best part of the trip 

for Keith.  

 

A large stand of yellow flowers held brilliant Large Coppers, Neil’s favourite butterfly, and a White-letter 

Hairstreak as well as some of the larger fritillaries. A single tortoiseshell was found on the track ahead of us with 

its wings closed. It eventually opened up and showed beautifully: an immaculate Yellow-legged Tortoiseshell, 

identified initially by the small white mark near the apex of its open forewings, but so obliging as to allow lengthy 

and detailed examination of every feature and for us to appreciate this genuine rarity.   

 

Again not having necessarily exhausted this valley, we took a side valley adjacent to a narrow stream which had 

widened into a watering hole for a large herd of horses which, while not wild, wander this area freely. Banded 

Demoiselles shared the watering hole with them. We had hardly gone a hundred metres when a short-tailed blue, 

which proved to be Provencal Short-tailed Blue, was found. As most of the group were moving towards it, a 

more compelling find was a Woodland Brown, initially seen in flight, which landed at head height and obligingly 

remained for as many photographs as we wished. What a privilege to see one of the scarcest butterflies in 

Europe and arguably the iconic species of this trip: Jame’s and Andy’s stand-out butterfly. How could we 

possibly follow the previous 45 minutes! Eventually we had to turn back. What proved from photographs to be a 

second and just as obliging Woodland Brown set the shutters clicking again. Strangely, it was followed by a 

second Provencal Short-tailed Blue. 

 

Just before the village an adult Fire Salamander in a ditch was a step up on the smaller ones seen back at our first 

hotel. Thoughts were focussed on our impending picnic when a Lesser Purple Emperor was discovered on the 

cultivated hedge back at the village. As we all struggled to get a decent view a second , also of the form clytie, and 

a third, this time of the usual form, also appeared and proceeded to give amazing views on the damp path just in 

front of us, accompanied by an immaculate single male Adonis Blue and Small Blues. This was Jim’s best 

moment of the trip. Eventually we had to disturb this beautiful gathering to get to our picnic spot, next to the 

village ford and alongside dozens of Essex Skippers and two Swallowtails. Celebratory beers were called for and 

consumed.   

 

We decided to give the Aggtelek camping trail another visit since it had been much enjoyed yesterday, prior to 

the rain. We were not disappointed. Several Hungarian Gliders topped the list, but well over a dozen Scarce 

Coppers, both Ilex and Sloe Hairstreaks and Eastern Bath White were the stars among the myriad of butterflies 

along the trail. On a concrete area close to the exit from some touristic caves, four Nickerl’s Fritillaries, two male 

Short-tailed Blues and amazingly, another Yellow-legged Tortoiseshell were found.   

 

Our final stop took us to a rocky hillside. Short-toed Snake Eagle and European Honey Buzzard soared 

overhead, but a singing Barred Warbler gave only the briefest of views despite rattling away impressively. Orbed 

Red-underwing Skipper, sometimes known as Hungarian Skipper, and Adonis Blue were the best butterflies, but 
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possibly the prize was taken by a very attractive micro moth; one of the longhorns with antennae over twice its 

body length.   

 

And so back to the hotel, preparation for dinner and then the short journey for some superb venison and several 

glasses of wine. What a day!   

Day 4 Friday 17th June 

There was no early morning walk to allow plenty of time for packing, but a Lesser Purple Emperor actually went 

into the hotel foyer and then floated around, landing for photographs as required. Even better was splendid 

views of a White-backed Woodpecker, the rarest of the European woodpeckers, and we hadn’t gone anywhere 

except to breakfast.   

 

Our plan was to take in a series of sites on the modest journey to our next hotel. The first, near Szogliget, was 

unplanned as Gerard heard the song of a River Warbler through the open window of the moving bus. Not only 

did we get a few views of this odd little bird, but also a Barred Warbler was giving display flights in the 

background; a real highlight for James.  

 

Not much further on, Szogliget Quarry gave the whole group our first view of a second-generation Map on a 

muddy puddle. Shortly after a Large Tortoiseshell, another immaculate specimen, showed just as well in the same 

place. The next good find was a male Rock Bunting showing well as it sang about 40 metres up the quarry wall.  

Almost at the same time a Blue-spot Hairstreak favoured a small patch of low-growing flowers. There was steady 

flow to and fro between these two very different treats as they both remained on view for minutes on end! Other 

butterflies here were plentiful Pearly Heaths and a Grizzled Skipper. A clouded yellow type was photographed 

and eventually netted, and the suggested final identification was Pale Clouded Yellow, based on a few subtle 

indicators, but particularly wing shape.   

 

Rakac reservoir was our next stop. As well as adding a few common water birds to the tally, Broad-bodied and 

Scarce Chasers eventually alighted just long enough to be definitively identified. A Lesser Purple Emperor turned 

up in this unlikely spot, but they were turning up everywhere now. The star butterfly was Weaver’s Fritillary, 

previously known as Violet Fritillary, again right under the feet of the group. A Marsh Warbler sang out of sight 

accompanying the more familiar Great Reed Warbler, and as we moved to leave, we noticed the increasing wind 

speed. With the strong wind it seemed pointless to take in several attractive-looking sites en route. We did find a 

very attractive and sheltered place for our picnic lunch near Dedes: it had clearly once been a more formal picnic 

area with seats and tables in disrepair. Pearly Heath and High Brown Fritillary flitted around as we ate. We 

followed this with beers and/or ice creams in the nearby village, not really being in any hurry to move on, given 

the wind strength.   

 

We then made two different stops in the extensive Beech woods which clothe much of this part of the Bukk 

Hills. Evidence of both Black and White-backed Woodpeckers’ activity was carefully explained by Gerard. The 

woods themselves, the fungi on the trees and a male Stag Beetle were spectacular. We arrived a little early at our 

hotel in Bankut – what a wonderful location this was. As well as dinner, we looked forward to tomorrow.   
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Day 5 Saturday 18th June 

The early morning walk was a great success. Three Clouded Apollos, a Chequered Skipper and a Middle Spotted 

Woodpecker were an excellent pre-breakfast appetiser.   

 

No bus was required for our main morning walk, but the start was delayed as some interesting moths were found 

in the hotel foyer, which had stayed open during the night. Male Orange Moth, two colour forms of Pale 

Tussock, and Pale and Small Emeralds suggested we should try some kind of moth trap this evening.   

 

Before the woodland opened out we found a male Large Wall, which was unfamiliar to most of the group 

though many had seen the species before. The female is more like a Wall and the male more closely resembles a 

type of Ringlet. A flower-filled meadow of long grass held around half a dozen Clouded Apollos and a similar 

number of Woodland Ringlets. A pair of mating Queen of Spain Fritillaries attended by a third individual was a 

bigger attraction than the Black-veined Moths.   

 

The next two stars were, however, both moths. Firstly the familiar but always enjoyed Humming-bird Hawk-

moth, but then, from the same stable, a Broad-bordered Bee Hawk-moth perched on a leaf was new to nearly 

everybody. A brown ‘blue’ (not Anomalous, it would appear) remains unidentified at the time of writing. 

Chequered Skipper was caught by hand by Mary, then three first generation Maps provided an extraordinary 

contrast to the second generation Maps already seen. They were originally considered different species, and 

seeing both on the same trip must be very unusual. All credit to James who found the first ones of both 

generations. A very photogenic Chestnut Heath, our first Pearl-bordered Fritillary and another Grizzled Skipper 

were followed by our first Small Argent and Sable moth. All this was in addition to many species seen previously.  

This was Mary’s favourite day since she had found many of the star attractions.   

 

We took our picnic at the tables provided back at our hotel, from where we purchased more celebratory beer.  

We did take the bus after lunch, but not very far. After a disappointing first stop, our second up to the ski-lift 

was excellent. A Hungarian Glider was an immediate hit, but as the trees thinned out it improved further with a 

constant stream of Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries apparently all coming down hill, some very showy Queen of 

Spain Fritillaries and at least three Eastern Short-tailed Blues. Following our experience of similar species, False 

Heath Fritillary was a reasonably straightforward identification. All this was amidst a myriad of previously noted 

species. The derelict abbey at Szentletek was an ideal warm-down location, with some nice birds: excellent views 

of Great Spotted Woodpecker, Eurasian Treecreeper, Hawfinch and Black Redstart while sipping dark beer.   

 

Dinner was much enjoyed if less exotic, but possibly more manageable portions than at our previous restaurant.   

Day 6 Sunday 19th June 

The moths attracted to our makeshift trap were simply brilliant. To outwit the local birdlife, many surrounding 

the light were potted at 4.30am. When the pots ran out, the more placid Noctuids were placed among the egg 

boxes. So between 7 and 7.30am most of the group were entertained by a splendid variety. For those who were 

not already moth enthusiasts, the favourites were Lobster Moth, Black V Moth, Purple Treble-bar, Buff Arches 

and three forms of Orange Moth. The latter was also a favourite among the aficionados, with Clouded Buff and 

Scarce Blackneck the icing on the cake.   
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After breakfast we drove a little way to Belapatfalva. A few of the group scaled a fairly steep bank in pursuit of 

an interesting butterfly, but although there was plenty of activity up there, it proved to be a second generation 

Map. We think we were asked to get down by a local on a moped. He seemed friendly subsequently so perhaps 

we misunderstood. The second Great-banded Grayling of the trip enlivened matters, but a female Reverdin’s 

Blue seemed less admired. More burnets and foresters were in abundance, and a few Marbled Fritillaries 

collectively added up to a nice stop while Gerard and Tibor were away buying the lunch ingredients.   

 

The railway tracks at Szarvasko had proved a worthwhile stop on previous trips and thus it proved again.  

Among a decent variety of butterflies, most notable were three species of hairstreak included our first Black 

Hairstreak, a Hungarian Glider and our first Small Copper of the trip. A second Hungarian Glider in a village 

garden just seemed extreme before ice creams were purchased by many of the group.   

 

A stop near Bukkszerc saw a Clytie Lesser Purple Emperor land on four different members of the party, but 

otherwise little new was noted, so we moved just a few hundred metres to our lunch stop at the edge of Oak 

woods. A displaying Stag Beetle was the star attraction here.  

 

Trips to this area, whether for birds or butterflies, all visit the Hor Valley and particularly its quarries. In the latter 

a wall Lizard and Assmann’s Fritillary were the modest highlights, but it was the muddy puddles on the track to 

the quarries which provided the spectacle. Lots of High Brown and Silver-washed Fritillaries flocked, that’s the 

only name for it on puddles, and another iconic butterfly was found: Nettle-tree Butterfly - easily identifiable 

when perched, wings closed, even at long range, because of its extraordinary profile created by its wing shape 

and extra-long palps. Three of these beauties floated about, but you never see the wings open at rest.   

 

We arrived fairly early in Norzvaj and the famed Nomad Hotel. Pre-dinner drinks around the pool were the 

order of the day, with dinner unsurprisingly stunning. Football was fairly casually taken in subsequently.  

Disappointingly, it started to rain heavily at 8.30pm, so there was no chance to look for Fireflies. Despite the 

rain, the moth-attracting lamp was placed in an open-sided stable - it’s always worth a go.    

Day 7 Monday 20th June 

It was worth a go. The trap area was inspected at 4.30am when the rain had stopped. The superb Orache Moth 

and a ‘black’ Peppered Moth, which is very unusual in a non-industrial area, were the most admired. A pre-

breakfast walk produced photographic opportunities of Middle Spotted Woodpecker and Hawfinch, which was 

Rod’s favourite moment of the trip. Breakfast itself was even more extraordinary than dinner. It took half an 

hour to identify all the choices and several people took photographs!   

 

Our first butterfly area was near Bogacs and, as was intended, it was a lengthy visit. By this stage of the tour there 

were fewer opportunities for new species, but many lovely butterflies to enjoy. Nonetheless a Mallow Skipper 

and a slightly faded, if still beautiful, male Purple-shot Copper fell into the new category. There was the first 

opportunity to directly compare Pearl and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries. Amazingly the most attractive (a 

general view) individual was another Burnet Moth, Zygaena carniolica – what a colour scheme. Back at the bus, 

three Spotted Sulphur Moths, pretty in their own right, adorned the vehicle. 
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On to Cserepfalu where we saw more instances of puddling with many Green-veined Whites on a cowpat, and 

smaller numbers of Essex Skippers and Holly Blues also indulging on mud or dung.  A similar group of Peacock 

Butterflies were joined by, yes, you’ve guessed, a Lesser Purple Emperor. Lunch in the local village was a picnic 

with dessert from the Mulberry Trees above us.   

 

Our next stop, near Tard,  holds a European Bee-eater colony, but just a few birds were around following the 

successful fledging of most of the young. However butterflies were not neglected with several Maps and Short-

tailed blues, including egg-laying females, the highlights. A high proportion of the blues here were so worn as to 

make identification difficult or impossible.   

 

A deserted farm, again near Bogacs, saw only our second Eastern Bath White, Chestnut Heath and Spotted 

Fritillary. Lots of Four-spotted Moths and both forester species maintained the moth interest. Our final stop 

near a small marsh on the outskirts of Noszvaj finally yielded a Scarce Swallowtail, but it was only seen by two 

experienced members of the group - the rest of us made do with a lovely and typically obliging Map Butterfly.   

 

Dinner was as fabulous as ever. Then nearly all retired to the outside bar to watch the very tedious 0 – 0 draw 

between England and Slovakia, but mercifully interrupted by some excellent Welsh goals against Russia. We did 

make time, though, to see the fabulous Firefly display along a small stream about 50 metres away.   

Day 8 Monday 21st June 

Those who woke through the night were able to see the Strawberry moon: a very rare occurrence when the full 

moon coincides with the summer solstice. The moon diminished the moth catch, with only Geometrids showing 

up reasonably well at the usual 4.30am potting session. Most of the group were down by 6.45am to see what was 

around. Least Carpet, Many-lined, Weaver’s Carpet and Rose-banded Wave were the new species in the 

Geometrid category, while Spectacle and a very dark Coronet added to our tally of Noctuids. There was plenty of 

time for a pre-breakfast walk, during which Common Sandpiper and Common Kingfisher were new species, in 

addition to the excellent range of woodland birds seen previously. And so to breakfast, which was the usual 

tremendous feast. 

 

Having packed, just before we left Neil paid tribute to the excellent job done by, and the good humour exhibited 

by, the guiding team and Tibor the driver. We left just before our scheduled departure time but didn’t have time 

for an extended stop en route to Budapest airport, where we said rapid farewells to Gerard and Tibor so they 

avoided exceeding the ‘only five minutes for unloading’ regulation. 

 

The flight back was certainly on time and the farewells at the baggage reclaim extremely fond. All of the group 

were entirely unselfish in their finds and expertise, which helped the leaders enormously. And the laughs... there 

were so many. An utterly enjoyable trip. 

Postscript 

In an effort to produce a timely report a couple of butterflies and several moths remain unidentified at the time 

of writing. These are omitted from the Species Lists. Grateful thanks go to David McGeever who has produced 

an ‘other invertebrates’ list which is included in the report. 
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Species Lists 

Butterflies (=recorded but not counted) 

      June 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

1 Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages                

2 Mallow Skipper Carcharodus alceae                

3  Orbed Red-underwing Skipper Spialia orbifer                

4 Safflower Skipper Pyrgus carthami                

5 Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae               

6 Oberthur's Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus armoricanus                

7 Chequered Skipper Carterocephalus palaemon                

8 Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola            

9 Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris           

10 Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus                

11 Clouded Apollo Parnassius mnemosyne               

12 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius                

13 Swallowtail Papilio machaon             

14 Wood White Leptidea sinapis complex           

15 Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines              

16 Black-veined White Aporia crataegi              

17 Large White Pieris brassicae          

18 Small White Pieris rapae           

19 Green-veined White Pieris napi            

20 Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa               

21 Pale Clouded Yellow Colias hyale                

22 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni             

23 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas               

24 Large Copper Lycaena dispar              

25 Scarce Copper Lycaena virgaureae             

26 Purple-shot Copper Lycaena alciphron                

27 White-letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album                

28 Black Hairstreak Satyrium pruni                

29 Blue-spot Hairstreak Satyrium spini                

30 Ilex Hairstreak Satyrium ilicis               

31 Sloe Hairstreak Satyrium acaciae             

32 Small Blue Cupido minimus              

33 Short-tailed Blue Cupido argiades               

34 Eastern Short-tailed Blue Cupido decoloratus                

35 Provençal Short-tailed Blue Everes alcetas                

36 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus            

37 Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus            

38 Reverdin's blue Plebejus argyrognomon                

39 Brown Argus Aricia agestis                

40 Mazarine Blue Cyaniris semiargus              

41 Amanda's Blue Polyommatus amandus                
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

42 Chapman's Blue Polyommatus thersites                

43 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus           

44 Adonis Blue Polyommatus bellargus              

45 Nettle-tree Butterfly Libythea celtis                

46 Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia            

47 High Brown Fritillary Argynnis adippe           

48 Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia              

49 Marbled Fritillary Brenthis daphne             

50 Twin-spot Fritillary Brenthis hecate              

51 Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne                

52 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria selene               

53 Weaver's Fritillary Boloria dia                

54 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta            

55 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui              

56 Peacock Aglais io              

57 Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae             

58 Comma Polygonia c-album            

59 Map Butterfly Araschnia levana            

60 Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychloros               

61 Yellow-legged Tortoiseshell Nymphalis xanthomelas                

62 Glanville Fritillary Melitaea cinxia                

63 Knapweed Fritillary Melitaea phoebe                

64 Spotted Fritillary Melitaea didyma                

65 False Heath Fritillary Melitaea diamina                

66 Nickerl's Fritillary Melitaea aurelia              

67 Assmann's Fritillary Melitaea britomartis               

68 Heath Fritillary Melitaea athalia               

69 White Admiral Limenitis camilla                

70 Common Glider Neptis sappho                

71 Hungarian Glider Neptis rivularis            

72 Lesser Purple Emperor Apatura ilia             

73 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria              

74 Large Wall Brown Lasiommata maera              

75 Woodland Brown Lopinga achine                

76 Pearly Heath Coenonympha arcania           

77 Chestnut Heath Coenonympha glycerion              

78 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus           

79 Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus                

80 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina           

81 Woodland Ringlet Erebia medusa                

82 Marbled White Melanargia galathea                 

83 Great Banded Grayling Brintesia circe               

 Forms:                   

  Lesser Purple Emperor A.i Clytie              

  High Brown Fritillary A.a Cleodoxa                
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

Birds (h = heard only)                   

1 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos               

2 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus               

3 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus                

4 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia         

5 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea                

6 European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus   1 1           

7 Short-toed Snake Eagle  Circaetus gallicus     2           

8 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus 1   1 1         

9 Northern Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis 1               

10 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus 2 1   1     4 1 

11 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo         

12 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra                

13 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus                

14 Rock (Feral) Dove  Columba livia          

15 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus            

16 European Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur           

17 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto           

18 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus   h h h   h h   

19 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco 1 1 1 1         

20 Common Swift  Apus apus         3 2    

21 European Roller  Coracias garrulus 2               

22 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis                

23 European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster           h    

24 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops             h   

25 Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla   h h       h   

26 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos minor     1       h   

27 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos medius   h 1 h 1 h 1   

28 White-backed Woodpecker  Dendrocopos leucotos       1         

29 Syrian Woodpecker  Dendrocopos syriacus             1   

30 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major           

31 Black Woodpecker  Dryocopus martius     h       h   

32 European Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis   h       h 1   

33 Grey-headed Woodpecker  Picus canus           h 1   

34 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus               

35 Eurasian Hobby  Falco subbuteo   1             

36 Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio         

37 Eurasian Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus             

38 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius            

39 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica           

40 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix              

41 Northern Raven  Corvus corax       3 h 4    

42 Coal Tit  Periparus ater           1     

43 Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris            

44 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus            
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

45 Great Tit  Parus major           

46 Woodlark  Lullula arborea   1             

47 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis   1         h   

48 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica          

49 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum          

50 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita   h h h 1 1 1   

51 Wood Warbler  Phylloscopus sibilatrix     1       h   

52 Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus       h     h   

53 Marsh Warbler  Acrocephalus palustris       1         

54 River Warbler  Locustella fluviatilis       1         

55 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla           

56 Barred Warbler  Sylvia nisoria     1 1     h   

57 Lesser Whitethroat  Sylvia curruca             h   

58 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis         h   h   

59 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus             h   

60 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   h   1     1   

61 Dunnock Prunella modularis         1       

62 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea   1 h       

63 Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris           2     

64 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris          

65 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula         

66 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos            

67 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus     1     h     

68 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula h 1 1 h       

69 Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos    h       h   

70 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros          

71 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   1 1        

72 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata         1       

73 Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva         1       

74 Collared Flycatcher  Ficedula albicollis     1   h       

75 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus          

76 Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus            

77 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea              

78 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba         

79 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis         h       

80 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs         

81 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes          

82 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris             

83 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina               

84 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis             

85 European Serin  Serinus serinus                

86 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra              

87 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella            

88 Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia       1         
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Moths (Macros) 

Forester,  Adscita statices Scarce Forester,  Jordanita globulariae 

Narrow-bordered Five-spot Burnet,  Zygaena lonicerae Transparent Burnet,  Zygaena purpuralis 

Variable (or Crepuscular) Burnet,  Zygaena carniolica Burnet type,  Pentathera morio 

Plum Lappet,  Odonestis pruni Barred Hook-tip,  Watsonalia cultralia 

Rest Harrow,  Aplasta ononaria Grass Emerald ,  Pseudoterpna pruinata 

Small Emerald,  Hemistola chrysoprasaria Golden Yellow Wave,  Idaea aureolaria 

Bright Wave,  Idaea ochrata Least Carpet,  idaea rusticate 

Treble Brown Spot,  Idaea trigeminata Weaver's Wave,  Idaea contiguaria 

Riband Wave,  Idaea aversata Lustrous Least Carpet,  Idaea filicata 

a geometrid,  Lytheria cruentaria Lace Border,  Scopula ornata 

Rose-banded Wave,  Rhodostrophia vibicaria Silver-ground Carpet,  Xanthorhoe montanata 

Ruddy Carpet,  Catarhoe rubidata Small Argent and Sable,  Epirrhoe tristata 

Gallium Carpet,  Epirrhoe galiata Many-lined,  Costaconvexa polygrammata 

Yellow Shell,  Camptogramma bilineata Purple Bar,  Cosmorhoe ocellata 

Barred Straw,  Eulithis pyraliata Bordered Pug,  Eupithecia succenturiata 

Treble-bar,  Aplocera plagiata Purple Treble-bar,  Aplocera praeformata 

Latticed Heath,  Chiasmia clathrata V-Moth,  Macaria wauaria 

Speckled Yellow,  Pseudopanthera macularia August Thorn,  Ennomos quercinaria 

Orange Moth,  Angerona prunaria Peppered Moth ,  Biston betularia f carbonaria 

Mottled Beauty,  Alcis repandata Great Oak Beauty,  Hypomecis roboraria 

Light Emerald,  Campaea margaritata Black-veined Moth,  Siona lineata 

Broad-bordered Bee Hawk-moth,  Hemaris fuciformis Humming-bird Hawk-moth,  Macroglossum stellatarum 

Buff-tip,  Phalera bucephala Lobster Moth,  Stauropus fagi 

Pale Tussock,  Calliteara pudibunda Black V Moth,  Arctornis l-nigrum 

Rosy Footman,  Miltochrista miniata Hoary Footman,  Eilema caniola 

Common Footman,  Eilema lurideola Four-spotted Footman,  Lithosia quadra 

Clouded Buff,  Diacrisia sannio Nine-spotted,  Syntomis phegea 

Buff Ermine,  Spilosoma luteum Heart and Dart,  Agrotis exclamationis 

Ingrailed Clay,  Diarsia mendica a noctuid,  Aedia funestra 

Coronet,  Craniophora ligustri Orache Moth,  Trachea atriplicis 

Spotted Sulphur,  Emmelia trabealis Green Silver-lines,  Pseudiops prasinana 

Nut-tree Tussock,  Colcasia coryli Silver Y,  Autographa gamma 

Spectacle,  Abrostola tripartita Four-spotted,  Tyta luctuosa 

Scarce Blackneck,  Lygephila craccae Beautiful Hook-tip,  Laspeyria flexula 

Straw Dot,  Rivula sericealis Snout,  Hyperia proboscidalis 

Fan-foot sp,  Polypogon tentaculria  

Moths (Micros) 

Crambus periella Purple-barred Yellow,  Lythria purpuraria 

Cnephasia incertana Light grey Tortrix,   Hedya pruniana 

Plum Tortix,   Plutella xylostella Diamond Back,   Thyris fenestrella   

The Pygmy Moth,   Nemophora metallica  Longhorn Moth,  Nemophora fasciella 

White Plume Moth,   Eurrhypara hortulata Chrysocrambus cratinellus 

Sitochroa verticalis Eurrhypis pollinaris 

Pyrausta despicata Small Magpie,   Oncocera semirubella 
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Dragonflies & Damselflies 

Beautiful Demoiselle,  Calopteryx virgo White-legged Damselfly,  Platycnemis pennipes 

Blue-tailed Damselfly,  Ischnura elegans Azure Damselfly,  Coenagrion puella 

Large Red Damselfly,  Pyrrhosoma nymphula Southern Hawker,  Aeshna cyanea 

Broad-bodied Chaser,  Libellula depressa Keeled Skimmer,  Orthetrum coerulescens 

Black-tailed Skimmer,  Orthetrum cancellatum Banded Demoiselle,  Calopteryx splendens 

Blue Emperor,  Anax imperator Scarce Chaser,  Libellula fulva 

Small Pincertail,  Onychogomphus forcipatus Southern Skimmer,  Orthetrum brunneum 

Norfolk Hawker,  Aeshna isoceles Common Darter,  Sympetrum striolatum 

Southern Migrant Hawker,  Aeshna affinis Banded Demoiselle,  Calopteryx splendens 

  

Reptiles & Amphibians 

Sand Lizard,  Lacerta agilis Eastern Green Lizard,  Lacerta viridis 

Common European Viper (Adder),  Vipera berus Grass Snake,  Natrix natrix 

Agile Frog,  Rana dalmatina Yellow-bellied Toad,  bombina variegata 

Marsh Frog,  Pelophylax ridibundus European Pond Turtle,  Emys orbicularis 

Mammals 

Roe Deer,  Capreolus capreolus Serotine,  Eptesicus serotinus 

Noctule,  Nyctalus noctula Daubentons,  Myotis daubentonii 

Greater Horseshoe Bat,  Rhinolophus ferrumequinum Serotine,  Eptesicus serotinus 

Edible Dormouse,  Glis glis Savi's Pipistrelle,  Hypsugo savii 

European Red Fox,  Vulpes vulpes Red Squirrel,  Sciurus vulgaris 

Wild Boar,  Sus scrofa  

Other Invertebrates (Courtesy of David McGeever) 

Hemiptera 

Forest Bug,  Pentatoma rufipes Green Shield Bug,  Palomena prasina 

Brassica Bug,  Eurydema oleracea Dock Bug,  Coreus marginatus 

Ground Bug,  Lygaeus saxatilis Red Capsid Bug,  Deraeocoris ruber 

Assassin Bug,  Rhinocoris  iracundus Common Froghopper,  Philaenus spumarius 

Froghopper,  Lepyromia coleoptrata Froghopper,  Graphosoma italicum 

Coleoptera 

Diving Beetle,  Colymbetes fuscus Ground Beetle,  Carabini sp. 

Rhinoceros Beetle,  Oryctes nasicornis Dor Beetle,  Geotrupes stercorarius 

Stag Beetle,  Lucanus cervus Oil Beetle,  Meloidae sp.  

Rose chafer,  Cetonia aurata Chafer,  Cetonia aeruginosa 

Soldier Beetle,  Rhaganycha fulva Tortoise Beetle,  Cassida viridis 

Mint Leaf Beetle,  Cryptocephalus menthastri White-spotted Rose Beetle,  Oxythyrea funesta 

Four-spotted Leaf Beetle,  Clytra quadripunctata Wasp Beetle,  Clytra arietis 

Longhorn Beetle,  Strangalia maculate Longhorn Beetle,  Pachytodes erraticus 

Jewel Beetle,  Chrysobothris affinis Carrion (Snail-eating) Beetle,  Silpha obscura 
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Diptera 

Beefly,  Thyridanthrax fenestratus Hoverfly,  Leucozona lucorum 

Marmalade Hoverfly,  Episyrphus balteatus Robber-fly,  Laphria flava 

Robber-fly,  Dysmachus trigonus Tachnid Fly,  Phasia hemiptera 

Horse-fly,  Tabanus sp.  

Hymenoptera 

A Sawfly,  Rhogoaster viridis  

Orthoptera 

Roesel's Bush-cricket,  Metrioptera roeselii  

Mecoptera  

A Scorpion Fly  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
White-backed Woodpecker 
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