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Tour Participants:  Jon Stokes (leader) with Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Tuesday 1st September 

We set off for Hungary on a overcast and damp day in the UK, only to arrive at Budapest airport in 

temperatures of 30°C. A huge change but once we had acclimatised and got our shorts on  - quite wonderful! 

 

Having gathered together the party, we found Sandor (our local expert) and Richie (the driver of our mini bus) 

and set off for - well actually we travelled about 400 yards to the edge of the airport where we found our first 

mammal - Souslik. These pretty little creatures were sitting under old airplanes at the Airplane Museum - taking 

advantage of their shade in the lunchtime sun.  

 

Having watched these fascinating animals for a while, we set off for the three-hour drive to our hotel, watching 

for birds of prey as we went. Thousands of Buzzards lined the motorway sitting on top of fence posts, Marsh 

Harriers quartered the fields and one of the group photographed an Imperial Eagle as it flew beside the road.  

 

We had a late lunch of open sandwiches and plum cake at a motorway service station, which has large signs 

explaining the importance of the Imperial Eagles, with Crested Larks and Wall Lizards to add to the wildlife fun, 

plus a Hare spotted by one of the group.  

 

Eventually we reached the hotel in the beautiful beech forests of Aggtelek National Park where we showered and 

had a rest before settling down to dinner in a local restaurant.  

 

The restaurant is located by a spring-fed stream which emerges from an enormous limestone cave systems below 

the park and its clear waters are home to large populations of the extremely rare Hungarian Spring Snails - one of 

the area’s important endemic species.  After dinner and a look at the snails, we wandered 100 yards down the 

road to a small ford where Sandor had set up the bat nets.  

 

Here, Daubenton’s and Pond Bat were feeding over the river and, before long, the first of three Pipistrelles hit 

the net and became the first bat the group saw in the hand. A Leisler’s Bat and Noctule Bat rapidly followed - 

these two large species contrasting amazingly with the tiny Common Pipistrelles.   

 

Around our heads, but evading the nets, Nathusius’s Pipistrelles, Serotine Bats and Soprano Pipistrelles could be 

heard calling on the bat detectors, taking our bat tally to eight species for the first night.  

 

Finally a drive along a short stretch of road delivered a couple of Fox, plus dozens of Roe and Red Deer which 

took out mammal tally for the day to 13 species.  

Day 2 Wednesday 2nd September 

The breakfast for this trip is served in the same restaurant we used last night, so we started the day with a short 

walk down through the beautiful beech woods.  

 

This morning the walk revealed a Silver-washed Fritillary or two, and a beautiful Fire Salamander on the edge of 



Hungary's Bats, Mammals & other Wildlife  Tour Report 

 

 

2  © Naturetrek     
 

one of the small rivers. These stunning creatures are the logo of the National Park so it is always great to find 

one on the first morning!  

 

After breakfast Richie proved his natural history credentials by finding a Dice Snake hunting fish on river 

bottom (odd to see one totally submerged for long periods of time) before we set off for our first bat roost - a 

church which proved to have 200 Greater Horseshoes, one Geoffroy's Bat, one Mediterranean Horseshoe Bat 

and one Greater Mouse-eared Bat.  

 

Whilst one half of the group was in the bat roost, the other half spotted a Berger’s Clouded Yellow and a 

cracking Goshawk that flew amongst conifer trees behind the church.  

 

From the bat roost we travelled to the top of an adjoining hill where we could see the National Park laid out 

below us. These hilltops are often old orchards and, from this one, we found a couple of Short-toed Eagles, 

some Ravens, plenty of Praying Mantis, Wart-biter crickets and Weaver Fritillary butterflies.  

 

We then stopped for our first ice-cream of the trip. Hungary has an unexpected passion for ice-cream and there 

are fantastic shops in virtually every village serving a wide range of flavours. With temperatures into the mid 30's 

today, ice-cream was something that needed exploring - in the interest of getting to know the country better! A 

picnic lunch followed in the shade of another orchard with Wood White butterflies and clouds of Common Blue 

and Short Tailed Blue butterflies.  

 

Then we came to our first cave - one of the region’s most important caverns with tunnels running for some 

miles below the hills and one of the reasons that the bat numbers are so good in the area, as the cave provides 

huge numbers of places for the species to overwinter. In the cave there was a rare endemic Blind Shrimp and the 

impressive Cave Spider plus a few Greater Horseshoes. However, frankly, the cave itself was the main draw - 

simply for its size and magnificence.  

 

After the cave, we went for a short walk on the limestone surface which is amazing to see, and then returned 

home to the hotel for an hour’s rest before dinner.  

 

After another great dinner we set off for a swarming cave. Half the group travelled in an off-road vehicle whilst 

the rest set off to walk there. This cave opens onto the surface through a concrete opening and, upon arriving, 

we set up the net on the surface near to the opening. Then we settled to wait. However this wasn't a long wait as 

bats began to appear almost immediately. First the walking group had Noctules flying overhead and then we 

started to catch bats in the net. We had Geoffroy's, Greater Horseshoes, Lesser Horseshoes, Mediterranean 

Horseshoes, Daubenton’s, and Bechstein’s all in the hand and Barbastelle through the bat detector. Having heard 

them all evening, we also had an excellent view of an Edible Dormouse climbing amongst the trees.  

 

On the way back to the hotel we also saw Red and Roe Deer.  

Day 3 Thursday 3rd September 

We set off on another beautiful morning to walk down the hill to breakfast, stopping to look at a Treecreeper, 

some Common Frogs and some more Fire Salamanders.  
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After breakfast we drove into the hills, stopping en route to watch a Wild Boar sow and her three piglets, 

amongst trees hopping with Pied and Spotted Flycatchers.  

 

We stopped in the Forest where there was a series of bat boxes containing one Pipistrelle, and we also found a 

Lesser Horseshoe in an abandoned building. On a pile of rotting apples there were lots of Red Admiral 

butterflies and one very beautiful Map butterfly, whilst in the trees there were Syrian Woodpeckers, Hawfinches 

and, overhead, some Ravens.  

 

Then we stopped in a National Park Education Centre where in the roof there were 150 Lesser Horseshoes 

which were roosting in the eaves. We had lunch at the Centre’s picnic tables and found the beautiful orange 

Pyctoporus cinnabarenus fungus on old cherry logs nearby. This beautiful fungus is thought to be extinct in the UK 

so it was great to see it here.  

 

Then we drove up an old dirt road to a series of dormouse boxes in the hills, used as part of the monitoring of 

these rare creatures in the Park. Many of the boxes showed signs of occupation during the summer, but in two 

of them we found Hazel Dormice. In the first there was one bright-eyed individual which was extremely 

delightful to see but in the next there were four Dormice - a mother and three young - which was an even better 

sight.  

 

Later we stopped for ice-cream and were lucky enough to see a Short-toed Eagle before setting off home for 

dinner.   

 

After dinner we drove into Slovakia where we set up the bat net over a small stream. Whilst this was being 

established we found a Water Shrew and then once the net was up we began to catch bats.  During the evening 

we had five Barbastelle, one Greater Horseshoe, two Common Pipistrelles, a Soprano Pipistrelle and seven 

Noctules. There was also our first Tawny Owl of the trip.  

 

Back at our home village, we checked the small mammal traps where we had caught a Lesser White-toothed 

Shrew and a Striped Mouse. Finally, as we got back to the hotel, a superb thunderstorm began and many moths 

appeared from the woods including the beautiful Common Pink-barred.  

Day 4 Friday 4th September 

Another beautiful start and this morning we had four Fire Salamanders and a Viviparous Lizard on the way to 

breakfast.  

 

We then checked another set of Dormouse boxes where there was nothing to find, but there were some 

beautiful Hoof Fungi. We then travelled to an old Orthodox church which revealed a Red Squirrel and lots of 

Marsh Harriers and Montagu’s Harriers en route. In the churchyard there was a Red-backed Shrike and in the 

church roof, 40 Lesser Mouse-eared bats, one Geoffroy's Bat and many Greater and Lesser Horseshoes. We 

then went to one of the most impressive caves in the region where we had spectacular views of rock formations 

and in an abandoned building outside the cave, our first Whiskered Bat of the trip.  

 

We then set off on the 3 hour drive to our next hotel in the Bukk hills. After dinner we went out on a short drive 
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to look for mammals and found a few Red Deer, and some bats which were flying around which were either 

Kuhl’s or Narthusius’s Pipistrelles.  

 

We then returned to the hotel and went for a drink in the bar, with a Tawny Owl hooting in the neighbouring 

tree.  

Day 5 Saturday 5th September 

After so many hot days, this morning started wet, so we set off for the beautiful town of Eger. Here we looked 

at an amazing colony of Noctules which roost under a main road bridge - possibly the most bizarre place to go 

looking for bats!  

 

The rain then began to set in so we went to Marcipania - a museum of all things marzipan. Trust me when I tell 

you that despite how it sounds, it was actually truly astonishing!!  

 

We then set off for a drive out to the Hortobagy. This giant flatland area is Hungary's first national park and is a 

vast area of wetlands and fields. Here we went for a trip in a lake as the rain had stopped and, for a couple of 

hours, had the pleasure of floating amongst a mass of bird life. The highlights were large numbers of Night 

Herons, Squacco Herons and three Little Crakes plus a mass of waterfowl and gulls and terns.  

 

On the way back to the hotel, we had a superb roadside Imperial Eagle plus a few Rollers. We also stopped at a 

bridge in farmland on the way back where we had two Lesser Mouse-eared Bats and a Roe Deer and, on a lake, 

Ruff and a pair of Spoonbills.  

Day 6 Sunday 6th September 

This morning we set off after breakfast and stopped at a wine cellar to sample the local wines.  

 

We then checked some hill tops for Mouflon - but unfortunately they weren't showing this morning. Overhead 

we had a Booted Eagle and back in the car park we found local fungus foragers who had been collecting Royal 

Bolete, one of the rarest fungi in the UK - and extremely tasty apparently!  

 

We then stopped at the Bukk Hills Education Centre where we couldn't find any bats so we then set off for a 

cave where there were 2000 Mediterranean Horseshoes and 3000 Schreiber’s Bats. On the return from the cave 

there were also beautiful Common Glider butterflies to grace our way out.  

 

Then we went for a late lunch (or early supper) at a local hotel before setting mammal boxes and checking a 

building for Parti-coloured Bats (there weren’t any) and setting up our bat nets by another cave. As the evening 

progressed, we caught Greater Horseshoes, Lesser Horseshoes, our first Natterer’s Bat, our first Alcathoe 

Whiskered Bat plus more Bechstein’s and Geoffroy's Bats.  

 

Having consumed the wine we purchased in the morning, this kept off the chill that began to be felt in the air; 

however eventually the combination of cold and the late night began to have its effects and we set off home.  

However our mammal spotting was not at an end for in our mammal traps we had caught our first Miller’s 
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Water Shrew and on the road back we saw Red Deer, Roe deer, our first Bank Vole, a Fox, our first Badger and 

eight Wild Boar.   

 

Finally, in the hotel grounds, an Eastern Hedgehog was located by Sandor before going to bed.  

Day 7 Monday 7th September 

We started this morning with a walk around the hotel grounds which yielded a range of woodpeckers including 

Syrian and Black, but perhaps the highlight was a flock of over 100 Hawfinch that were flying around the local 

beech trees.  

 

After breakfast, our day started with watching the lunging of Lipizzaner horses, followed by entering one of the 

largest bat roosts in the country. Here today there were 200 Greater Mouse-eared Bats, 200 Lesser Mouse-eared 

Bats, 50 Greater Horseshoe Bats, 200 Mediterranean Horseshoe Bats and 1 Geoffroy’s. Significant numbers of 

bats by anyone's standards - but many of the bats had already left the roof for the swarming caves!  

 

We then visited another nearby church roof where here we found five Grey Long-eared Bats, another new 

species for the trip.  

 

At a nearby reservoir we had lunch with Kingfishers on display before travelling to a Cistercian abbey where 

unfortunately we again couldn't find Mouflon.  We then visited an area of wood-pasture to look at a largely wild 

herd of Hungarian Grey Cattle - beautiful creatures which were nearly extinct 50 years ago.  

 

Then we had dinner, followed by our final bag-netting session where the only bats of note were a Greater 

Mouse-eared Bat in the hand and loads of Daubenton’s Bats over the surface of the pond.  

 

Finally another new mammal for the trip in the small mammal traps - a Yellow-necked Mouse.  

Day 8 Tuesday 8th September 

After breakfast we set off for the airport for our return home. The trip saw large numbers of Buzzards and 

Marsh Harriers and we also spotted five Imperial Eagles as we travelled.  

 

Stopping for a mid-morning coffee we found out last new mammal of the trip in the service station car park - 

Common Vole.  

 

Arriving at the airport in good time, we had the opportunity to go look for Souslik again but they weren't playing 

this morning - however to end the trip we did have a new butterfly - Eastern Bath White.  

 

So we ended the trip with 38 mammal species recorded - one short of the all-time record 
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Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

 

Hungarian Pasture 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Mammals  

      September 

  Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1 Eastern Hedgehog Erinaceus concolor 
     

1 
  

2 Miller's Water Shrew Neomys anomalus 
     

2 
  

3 Lesser White-toothed Shrew Crocidura suaveolens 
  

1 
     

4 Lesser Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus hipposideros 
 

15 150 
   

50 
 

5 Greater Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus ferrumequinum 
 

200 1 
   

1 
 

6 Mediterranean Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus euryale 
 

10 
   

2000 200 
 

7 Daubenton's Bat Myotis daubentoni 
 

1 
      

8 Pond Bat Myotis dasycneme 5 
    

1 10 
 

9 Whiskered Bat Myotis mystacinus 
   

1 
 

1 
  

10 Alcathoe Whiskered Bat Myotis alcathoe 
     

1 
  

11 Geoffroy's Bat Myotis emarginatus 
 

1 
 

1 
 

1 1 
 

12 Natterer's Bat Myotis nattereri 
     

1 
  

13 Bechstein's Bat Myotis bechsteini 
 

10 
   

10 
  

14 Greater Mouse-eared Bat Myotis myotis 
 

1 
    

200 
 

15 Lesser Mouse-eared Bat Myotis blythi 
   

40 2 
 

200 
 

16 Common Noctule Nyctalus noctula 
 

3 7 
 

60 
   

17 Leisler's Bat Nyctalus leisleri 1 
       

18 Serotine Bat Eptesicus serotinus 1 1 
 

1 
    

19 Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus 
 

10 2 
     

20 Soprano Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus 
 

1 2 
     

21 Nathusius’s Pipistrelles Pipistrellus nathusii 1 
    

1 
  

22 Grey Long-eared Bat Plecotus austriacus 
      

5 
 

23 Western Barbastelle Barbastella barbastellus 
 

1 5 
     

24 Schreiber's Bat Miniopterus schreibersi 
     

3000 
  

25 European Hare Lepus europaeus 1 
       

26 Eurasian Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 
   

1 
    

27 European Souslik Spermophilus citellus 1 
       

28 Hazel Dormouse Muscardinus avellanarius 
  

4 
     

29 Edible Dormouse Glis glis 
 

1 
      

30 Bank Vole Myodes glareolus 
     

1 
  

31 Common Vole Microtus arvalis 
       

1 

32 Yellow-necked Mouse Apodemus flavicollis 
      

1 
 

33 Striped Field Mouse Apodemus agrarius 
  

1 
     

34 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes 
 

1 
   

1 
  

35 Eurasian Badger Meles meles 
     

1 
  

36 Wild Boar Sus scrofa 
  

3 
  

8 
  

37 Red Deer Cervus elaphus 
 

1 
 

5 
 

1 
  

38 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 
 

1 
 

6 1 1 
  

Birds 

Great Crested Grebe,   Podiceps cristatus Little Grebe,  Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Great Cormorant,   Phalacrocorax carbo Pygmy Cormorant,   Phalacrocorax pygmeus 

Night Heron,   Nycticorax nycticorax Great White Egret,   Ardea alba 

Little Egret,   Egretta garzetta Grey Heron,   Ardea cinerea 

Purple Heron,   Ardea purpurea Spoonbill,   Platalea leucorodia 

Mute Swan,   Cygnus olor Greylag Goose,   Anser anser 
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Mallard,   Anas platyrhynchos Gadwall,   Anas strepera 

Common Pochard,   Aythya ferina Eurasian Teal,   Anas crecca 

Sparrowhawk,   Accipiter nisus Marsh Harrier,   Circus aeruginosus 

Imperial Eagle,   Aquila heliaca Montagu’s Harrier,  Circus pygargus 

Short toed Snake Eagle ,   Circaetus gallicus Common Buzzard,   Buteo buteo 

Red-footed Falcon,   Falco verspertinus Booted Eagle,  Hieraaetus pennatus 

Common Pheasant,   Phasianus colchicus Common Kestrel,   Falco tinnunculus 

Common Moorhen,   Gallinula chloropus Black Kite,   Milvus migrans 

Ruff,  Philomachus pugnax Little Crake,   Poranza parva 

Common Redshank,   Tringa totanus Eurasian Coot,   Fulica atra 

Common Sandpiper,   Actitis hypoleucos Northern Lapwing,   Vanellus vanellus 

Yellow-legged Gull,   Larus cachinnans Black-headed Gull,   Chroicocephalus ridibundus 

Whiskered Tern,   Chlidonias hybridus Common Tern,   Sterna hirundo 

Stock Dove,   Columba oenas Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon,   Columba livia 

Eurasian Collared Dove,   Streptopelia decaocto Common Wood Pigeon,   Columba palumbus 

Tawny Owl,  Strix aluco  European Turtle Dove,   Streptopelia turtur 

Common Kingfisher,   Alcedo atthis Common Swift,   Apus apus 

European Roller,   Coracias garrulus European Bee-eater,   Merops apiaster 

Grey-headed Woodpecker,   Picus canus Black Woodpecker,   Dryocopus martius 

Syrian Woodpecker,  Dendrocopos syriacus Green Woodpecker,   Picus viridis 

Middle Spotted Woodpecker,  Dendrocopos medius Great Spotted Woodpecker,  Dendrocopos major 

Crested Lark ,  Galerida cristata Eurasian Skylark,  Alauda arvensis 

Common House Martin,  Delichon urbica Sand Martin,  Riparia riparia 

Tree Pipit,  Anthus trivialis Barn Swallow,  Hirundo rustica 

White Wagtail,  Motacilla alba Meadow Pipit,  Anthus pratensis 

European Robin,  Erithacus rubecula Grey Wagtail,  Motacilla cinerea 

Whinchat,  Saxicola rubetra European Stonechat,  Saxicola torquata 

Northern Wheatear,  Oenanthe oenanthe Black Redstart,  Phoenicurus ochruros 

Song Thrush,  Turdus philomelos Common Blackbird,  Turdus merula 

Moustached Warbler,  Acrocephalus melanopogon Mistle Thrush,  Turdus viscivorus 

Common Whitethroat,  Sylvia communis Garden Warbler,  Sylvia borin 

Wood Warbler,  Phylloscopus sibilatrix Blackcap,  Sylvia atricapilla 

Willow Warbler,  Phylloscopus trochilus Common Chiffchaff,  Phylloscopus collybita 

Pied Flycatcher,  Ficedula hypoleuca Spotted Flycatcher,  Muscicapa striata  

Long-tailed Tit,  Aegithalos caudatus Red Breasted Flycatcher,  Ficedula parva 

Great Tit,  Parus major Marsh Tit,  Poecile palustris 

Eurasian Nuthatch,  Sitta europaea Eurasian Blue Tit,  Cyanistes caeruleus 

Bearded Reedling (Tit),  Panurus biarmicus Eurasian Treecreeper,  Certhia familiaris 

Red-backed Shrike,  Lanius collurio  Eurasian Wren,  Troglodytes troglodytes 

Eurasian Magpie,  Pica pica Eurasian Jay,  Garrulus glandarius 

Hooded Crow,  Corvus corone cornix Rook,  Corvus frugilegus 

Northern Raven,  Corvus corax Western Jackdaw,  Corvus monedula 

House Sparrow,  Passer domesticus Common Starling,  Sturnus vulgaris 

Common Chaffinch,  Fringilla coelebs Eurasian Tree Sparrow,  Passer montanus 

European Goldfinch,  Carduelis carduelis Common Linnet,  Linaria cannabina 

Hawfinch,  Coccothraustes coccothraustes European Greenfinch,  Chloris chloris 

Eurasian Siskin,  Spinus spinus Common Reed Bunting,  Emberiza schoeniclus 
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Butterflies 

Swallowtail,  Papilio machaon Scarce Swallowtail,  Iphiclides podalirius 

Large White,  Pieris brassicae  Small White,  Artogeia rapae 

Green-veined White,  Artogeia napi Eastern Bath White,  Pontia edusa 

Clouded Yellow,  Colias crocea Berger's Clouded Yellow,  Colias alfacariensis 

Brimstone,  Gonepteryx rhamni Wood White,  Leptidea sinapis  

Scarce Copper,  Lycaena virgaurae Sooty Copper,  Lycaena tityrus 

Small Blue,  Cupido minimus Holly Blue,  Celastrina argiolus 

Short-tailed Blue,  Everes argiades Chalk-hill Blue,  Lysandra coridon 

Common Blue,  Polyommatus icarus Common Glider, Neptis sappho 

Small Tortoiseshell,  Arglais urticae Peacock,  Inachis io 

Red Admiral,  Vanessa atalanta Painted Lady,  Vanessa cardui 

Comma Butterfly,  Polygonum c-album  Map Butterfly Araschinia levana 

Silver-washed Fritillary,  Argynnis paphia Weaver's Fritillary,  Clossiana dia 

Grayling,  Hipparchia semele Woodland Grayling,  Hipparchia fagi 

Great Banded Grayling,  Kanetisa circe Meadow Brown,  Maniola jurtina 

Small Heath,  Coenonympha pamphilus Chestnut Heath,  Coenonympha glycerion 

Speckled Wood,  Pararge aegeri Brown hairstreak,  Thecla betulae 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common Glider Royal Bolete 

Bechstein’s Bat Miller’s Water Shrew 


