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Tour participants: Sujan Chatterjee (leader) with 10 Naturetrek clients 

 

Summary  
 

This tour has always been my favourite trip for Naturetrek. We visited a wide variety of habitats and altitudes. 

Some of the highlights in Bhutan were the fantastic mountains, the superb metallic-blue Himalayan Monal on Pele 

La Pass, the trek to the Tiger’s Nest Monastery, and some of the best Bhutanese hospitality. We also saw the most 

beautiful Black-necked cranes at Phobjika Valley. Manas was wonderful, with all the green pigeons and broadbills 

showing well. The Malayan or Black Giant squirrels were found everywhere along with the beautiful Capped 

Langurs. The grasslands of Kaziranga gave us good numbers of Indian One-horned Rhinos; Smooth-coated 

Otters, fantastic views of Asiatic Water Buffaloes, Pallas’s Fish Eagles, and Black-necked Storks. Driving along the 

highway in Kaziranga gave some superb views of Hoolock Gibbons. Amazing! Last but not least was the 

Sundarbans extension. This vast mangrove is home to several species of kingfisher; the glorious gems of Common, 

Pied, White-throated, Black-capped, and the fantastic Brown-winged Kingfisher were all seen as well as White-

bellied Sea Eagle. Among the reptiles, we saw the Water Monitor and a couple of massive Saltwater Crocodiles. 

 

Day 1                Thursday 3rd November  
 

In flight to Kolkata.  

 

Day 2              Friday 4th November  
 

The group met up: six arrived today morning by flight, two by train the day before and two in the evening flight. 

Two had already arrived a day earlier. The flight landed early, and everyone had a smooth arrival. We then drove 

to Hotel Taj Gateway and everyone had a leisurely day.  

 

Day 3                 Saturday 5th November  
 

We left the hotel at 12pm and headed for the airport. We boarded our Bhutan Airline flight and flew to Paro in 

Bhutan. On the way we were thoroughly thrilled to see Mt Everest and Kanchenjunga. We had the most amazing 

landing in Paro, when the aircraft flew along the valley to eventually touch down on the runway. The slightly hazy 

but cool breeze welcomed us in Bhutan. We arrived at 4:30pm and were met by Tsering, and our driver, Zamba. 

The daylight faded as we drove along the main road, so we stopped for a few minutes to see a few birds along the 

river. A Brown Dipper showed very well. What a great start of the trip! We drove few minutes and checked into 

Hotel Olathang, which incidentally is the oldest hotel in Paro, with huge grounds.  

 

Day 4            Sunday 6th November  
 

An early start today: we left the hotel at 5.30am and drove up the Ha Road towards Chele La Pass. As light broke 

after an hour, we could see the golden glow on the snow peaks from our bus. We then started walking a bit and 

saw White-wing Grosbeaks, Spotted Nutcrackers, Blue-fronted Redstarts and just before the breakfast place, we 

saw two Himalayan White-browed Rosefinches. The field-kitchen team drove up with a superb breakfast and set 

it out on a road bend. Hot coffee was slurped up as a Himalayan Buzzard flew over us. Later a flock of Plain 

Mountain Finches graced the valley near us. At the pass, Black-faced Laughingthrush and redstarts showed well. 
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We then drove back to Paro, stopping at our hotel to change in to hiking gear and then drove to the base of the 

hill from where the Tiger’s Nest Monastery walk starts. After another beautifully cooked lunch in the conifer forest, 

most of us headed for the Monastery hike. Seven did the trek and went up to the view point. Those of us who 

stayed back, ticked off Russet Sparrows, and Chestnut-capped Laughingthrushes, and Green-backed Tits in the 

shrubberies around the base. Once the hikers were back, we drove to a small marsh and ticked off two Black-tailed 

crakes, which showed quite well, as the light fell fast. Then it was back to the Hotel for some rest.  

 

Day 5           Monday 7th November  
 

We left Paro for Punakha at 5:30am. The two-hour drive took us past Thimphu and up the beautiful Dochula 

Pass. We stopped at Thimphu at a lookout point over the sewers, a whole flock of Ruddy Shelducks and a few 

Brown-headed Gulls were spotted at the pond. Tsering picked up his guitar, which was destined to give us extreme 

entertainment at various locations! 

 

We stopped before the pass and spotted a few Yellow-billed Blue Magpies gliding through the forests like fairies. 

We also spotted two drumming Darjeeling Woodpeckers on top of the conifers. We spent a little time at the pass, 

where some of the mountain peaks were peeking from behind the clouds. A few photos of the chortens and then 

we drove down to the Lamperi Botanical Gardens. The Kitchen team was waiting for us there with breakfast. 

After some hot breakfast, we walked along the park trail. We’d added several birds to our list: Steppe Eagles, 

Mountain Hawk-eagles, Rufous-vented & Whiskered Yuhinas, Chestnut-crowned Laughingthrush and Streak-

breasted Scimitar Babblers. After a few hours in the park, we drove down to a roadside location for an outdoor 

lunch. After lunch we headed for Punakha. On the way we saw a few very playful Assam Macaques. We stopped 

briefly at Sopsokha, to look at the Phallus Handicraft We the reached Punakha and headed straight for Mo chu for 

the White-bellied Heron. We did not find it even after long search. A fantastic, Pallas’ Fish Eagle, Brown Dipper, 

Crested Kingfisher, several Ruddy Shelducks, an Ibisbill and Great Cormorants were seen on the river but 

unfortunately no Heron was seen. We then decided to call it a day and retired in Zimkhang Hotel for the night.  

 

Day 6          Tuesday 8th November 
 

We started early and headed for the Jigme Dorji National Park along the Mochu River. It was slow going, as lot of 

the trees along the road was chopped off due the installation of the power line projects. Most of the undergrowth 

was gone. We carried on, stopping at various places, and saw large mixed feeding flocks of Grey Treepies. We then 

reached our breakfast location, where our field-kitchen crew waited for us with another fabulous buffet breakfast. 

Close to the breakfast place, first we saw a pair of White-capped River Chat. After breakfast, we walked more and 

ticked off Mountain Hawk-Eagle, two Black Eagles and a Himalayan Buzzard. Finally, a whole bunch of Mountain 

Bulbuls, turned up to add more colour to our morning. We returned to the location close to the river for lunch. 

After a fabulous lunch. again… we were greatly entertained by a pair of Brown Dippers which put on a show, by 

flying in and out of the river, several times, fishing for insects. A country music session was not bad at all, by our 

good old Tsering and by one of the guests. We then headed back to Punakha; we then visited the Dzong. Punakha 

Dzong is positioned in the most picturesque location. In the afternoon light, it gave us some great photographic 

opportunities. Tsering was great in explaining in details about the Dzong and its importance.  
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Day 7             Wednesday 9th November 
 

This morning we left early for Phobjika. One the way we took a detour to the Mo chu for the heron. but sadly… 

no… there was no heron…  

 

As usual our kitchen crew found the most amazing place to serve us breakfast.  

 

A short walk after breakfast, a whole bunch of warblers and minlas were seen foraging in flocks. We stopped to 

spot the Yellow-rumped Honeyguide. Feeding off the honeycomb from an overhang. It flew back and forth, from 

a nearby bush, attacking the hives and avoiding the bees. We then stopped near Nobding and had another lovely 

roadside lunch. While we were settling down for lunch, a bunch of Nepal Gray Langurs appeared in a tree close 

to us. They gave a patient viewing to all our members. After we had dined with a view of the distant snow-capped 

mountain, we then drove over the pass into Phobjika valley. The first stop was of course, for the shaggy Yaks. 

They sat on the slopes chewing cud and posed for photo…still chewing cud. We then dropped down into the vast 

valley and reached the marsh where 50+ Black-necked Cranes pecked at the ground for grubs. Up to 100+ cranes 

were there. As hundreds of Red-billed Choughs circled in the horizon, we saw a Hen Harrier in the distance too. 

As it became more and more chilly, we decided to call it a day and checked in to the Dewachen Hotel. The checklist 

was celebrated with a glass of traditional ‘Dragon Warmer’ to celebrate the cranes and another session of jamming. 

 

Day 8               Thursday 10th November  
 

Today we left early and drove up to the Pelela Pass, and down into the old abandoned road. We drove very slowly 

in the cold and grey weather, in hope to see the Himalayan Monal, which we had missed at Che le La. After driving 

down a few kms, with no luck, we decided to turn around and start heading back. Then suddenly a male Monal 

flew down the slope and landed briefly on a tree. We rushed out to get a view. The bird stayed briefly before 

disappearing further down into the valley. Some of us got good views. We then drove further and found a few 

more Monals foraging along the slopes. We then headed to some sunshine to grab some breakfast. Close to the 

breakfast spot, a pair of Red Crossbill put up a great show. They sat at arm’s length licked mineral and salt from a 

rock face. They paid no heed to our presence at all. We then headed down to another forest track and ticked off a 

skulking Spotted Elachura, Minivets etc. After lunch we headed back to the valley to drive deeper into the valley 

to look for any unusual sightings. Without much luck other than some beautiful landscape, we came back to the 

marshes, we saw several Oriental Skylarks feeding along the edges, and at falling light we got a few cranes flying 

closer than usual. 

 

Day 9            Friday 11th November  
 

Today some of us walked down to the cold valley floor at 6am. What a great view with frost cover. We spent some 

time watching the cranes warming up for the day. As it started warming up, some of the cranes, started flying past 

giving us great views. We then came back to the hotel for breakfast.  We then headed to Gangtey monastery to 

witness the crane festival. This festival is held each year to commemorate the arrival of the cranes. The monastery 

ground was crowded, and the dances started after the long speeches. We stayed there for an hour witnessing the 

school kids and the monks performing various dances and acrobatics. Outside the monastery a small farm fair was 

held. The tour leader bought some potato wine and tried to get the whole group to try some…only a small taste 

and the strong smell may have put others off. We then headed back to Thimphu, stopping at Nobding for lunch. 
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Day 10               Saturday 12th November  
 

We had a really relaxed breakfast, and left the hotel at 8am. We first visited the Mothithang, Takin reserve. Even 

though it’s a Zoo, it’s also a refuge for not just Takins, but also other injured animals. We drove over the high 

ridge of the reserve and got great views of this unique animal (created by the Divine Madman). The Post Office 

was our next stop, where some even got their own photos printed on stamps. We then headed for the Paper-

manufacturing centre. The bark of the Daphne plant is used to make this fine craft. We then started driving down 

towards Phuntsholing, and once again, but for the last time the kitchen team had found a fabulous place to set up 

our last meals. The wind along the gorge was strong, which caused a few rotis to fly around. After thanking the 

kitchen team for the last time, we hit the road, which took us through some beautiful mountain landscape. losing 

altitude at the end before reaching Phuntsholing. We reached the border town of Phuntsholing at 5:30pm.  

 

Day 11          Sunday 13th November  
 

Today was our last morning in Bhutan, so we rushed around getting ready and finishing our breakfast. We had a 

long drive ahead to Manas, in Assam. Our busses from India, came in and picked up our luggage, while we were 

driven to the border last time by Zamba and Tsering. We went through the new border crossing and headed for 

the Indian Immigration office. They obviously had other plans… it took quite some time to get ten people through. 

So, at 10am we eventually got everything done and then we drove towards Manas. The buses were comfortable, 

and we eventually reached by 4:30pm with a few stops along the road. Musa Lodge was spacious and comfortable 

and a beautiful garden full of birds. 

 

Day 12         Monday 14th November  
 

Our guide Bijoy, arrived early morning, and we drove off in the very beautiful Manas National Park. In a few 

minutes we spotted our first Rhino, hiding in the bushes next to the road. After few minutes, it showed itself 

well… that was a good start…. Several trees were laden with berries. Grey-fronted and Yellow-footed Green 

Pigeons were gorging on them, while hanging like fruits themselves. Barbets and bulbuls were also joining the 

foray. We also added several raptors to the list, like Crested Serpent Eagle, Honey Buzzards, Crested Hawk-eagles. 

We stopped at a river bank and saw a herd of Asiatic Wild Buffaloes grazing on a river island. We returned to base 

for lunch and went out again in the afternoon, for a shorter drive. As we were driving, we saw the convoy of the 

Bhutan’s King approaching from behind us. We parked ourselves, on one side of the narrow track. But 

unfortunately, the driver of the pilot car misjudged his braking speed and bent the fender of our last safari vehicle! 

He was clearly quite embarrassed. We did see the young king sitting grim faced in one the cars while the cheerful 

Queen and the kids smiled and waved as us. and drove away followed by another 20 cars. 

 

Day 13                Tuesday 15th November  
 

Today morning we drove on towards the river, ticked off many more birds along the way including Silver-breasted 

Broadbill, White-rumped Shama, Asian fairy Bluebirds, Blue-bearded Bee-eaters, Chestnut-bellied and Velvet-

fronted Nuthatch etc. The star mammal of the morning was a Dhole, which appeared on the path at one point. 

Capped Langurs and Black Giant Squirrels also were seen great numbers, both showing off their long tails. We 

reached the shore of the Beki river. Beki is the border between Bhutan and India. Bhutan too has a large tract of 
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forest protected under Royal Manas National Park. A male buffalo appeared on the Bhutan side. He decided to 

have a swim in the river, snorkelling around chewing grass from the floor of the riverbed. We drove long way back 

to base. On the way we stopped to the two very pretty birds… Long-tailed Broadbills and Sultan Tit. 

 

After lunch, we drove in the grassland in hope of seeing something new and then drove to the Buraburi Watch 

Tower, where all the large mammals had congregated to lick on salt. Heards of Elephants with babies of various 

sizes, rushed around in frenzy… Gaurs with their frisky calves, grazed with their head low, but keeping an eye on 

the naughty young elephants. Four Rhinos also were there, some wanted to challenge the elephants, while one 

came up close to say Hi! What a great way to end our stay in Manas. 

 

Day 14           Wednesday 16th November  
 

Today we left Manas for Kaziranga. After driving around on a bumpy village road for a while we hit the highway. 

After lunch we crossed the Koliabor bridge over the mighty Brahamaputra and started driving on the highway 

south of the river. We stopped at a look out point to get a view of the grassland and then saw a few Rhinos from 

the highway itself, foraging amongst the water hyacinth. At Infinity Resorts, we were warmly welcomes by Palash 

and James, our guide and host for the last leg of the main tour. 

 

Day 15               Thursday 17th November  
 

We had a 6.30am breakfast and then met our drivers and Palash. We had three jeeps waiting. We drove to the 

Kohora or Central Range. We got off close to the park and walked on the narrow tarmac. We ticked off Eastern 

Yellow Wagtails, Thick-billed Warblers, Black-shouldered Kites Cinerous Tits etc. At 7:30 the park opened, and 

we drove in. We spotted Swamp Deer, Hog Deer in the open grassland near the entrance of the park. We quickly 

spotted two Smooth Coated Otters. We assumed they were mother and a grown-up pup. They swam toward us, 

but stopped to inspect a Hog Deer, feeding close to the water’s edge. In the afternoon, we visited the Western 

(Bagori) Range. The floods have inundated the grazing fields recently. It was very strange to see, water hyacinth 

flowering in grassland. Several Rhinos were seen grazing along the edge of the marshes, some with grown up 

calves. A couple of Breeding Pallas’ Fish Eagles put a show. They kept flying in and out of the nest and settling 

back again. We stopped to tick off a Tucktoo Gecko, hiding in the crack of a tree trunk. We stopped at the Donga 

tower, briefly. We counted 40+ Rhinos grazing in the grassland across the lake. What an amazing sight, it shows, 

what great results a well-placed conservation regime can produce. We drove along and got some great photos of 

Buffaloes, and Rhinos grazing in the sunset. On our way back we stopped at the shop belonging to Hatikhuli Tea 

Estate. 

 

Day 16            Friday 18th November  
 

Today we headed for Eastern (Agratoli) Range. It was a longer drive, but we stopped to spot a few Oriental Pied 

Hornbills, Black-shouldered Kites, Oriental Honey Buzzards etc. Once inside the park, we reached the Sohola 

Lake. It was teaming with waterbirds. Bar-headed Geese, Greylag Geese, Mallards, Indian Spot-billed Ducks, 

Garganey, Pintail, Northern Lapwings etc. We drove up to the Brahmaputra riverbank and returned back to base. 

In the afternoon, we visited the Central (Kohora Range). We heard some alarm calls of Hog Deer. So we waited 

for some more leads. But unfortunately, not much happened so, we spent some time at the Daflang tower, where 

we spotted a few Swamp Francolins. 
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Day 17               Saturday 19th November  
 

Today we went to the Burapahar Range which is the farthest western range of Kaziranga. We first stopped at a 

Tea Garden along the highway, which is also a corridor for animal migration up the hills. After scanning the trees 

close to the highway for a long time, we spotted the rare Hoolock Gibbon. Hoolock Gibbon is India’s only ape, 

and to see them so close on the highway is always amazing. Cameras went crazy at their antics. A family of Gibbons 

gave great views and swung around the branches before disappearing. We then headed for the Burapahar Range 

and did the short drive to the forest up to the banks of the Brahmaputra. And lastly, we found the Capped Langur 

and a few Malayan/Black Giant Squirrels.  In the evening we decided to go back to the Central range. We spent 

some time at the Kathphora tower, from where we spotted the Blue-bearded Bee-eater a beautiful Pallas’ Fish 

Eagle sat very close. We then parked ourselves on the Daflang watch tower. We got Chestnut-capped Babbler - a 

very pretty babbler from the grassland.  

 

Day 18          Sunday 20th November  
 

Today we took a short walk through the Tea Gardens, behind our lodge. We saw a few good birds here, Green 

Imperial Pigeons in the lodge garden were spotted to start with. Later, we spotted Golden-fronted Leafbirds, 

Spotted Owlets, after breakfast, we packed our bags and got in the vehicles and headed for Jorhat. After a 1-hour 

flight we were back in home in the Taj Gateway.  

 

Day 19         Monday 21st November  
 

Those not taking the extension tour flew back to the UK, after an amazing trip. Sundarbans  

 

Extension Day 1  
 

We said goodbye to some of our friends and eight of us carried on with our journey towards Sundarbans. It was a 

three-hour drive in our bus. This was our most exciting road ever. It was bustling with life: people ferrying 

vegetables, fish, goods and large bales of straw. Various shops lined some sections of the road: street food, fish 

wholesalers, car and motorbike repairs, hardware stores etc. At 11am we reached our destination at Godkhali River 

Jetty. Here we met out boat captain. We loaded our bags on our boat and set sail. One hour’s ride on the boat, and 

some tea and biscuits later, we landed at the most peaceful and pretty Sundarban Jungle Camp on Bali Island. On 

the way we saw both Collared and Black-capped Kingfishers. We checked in and headed for lunch. Later we took 

the boat to circumnavigate the Bali island and visited the Amlamethi flats. The winter migrants were still low in 

number, so we ticked off the Lesser Whistling Ducks and headed back in the dark. 

 

Extension Day 2             Tuesday 22nd November  
 

We left the camp early and boarded our boat. We set off south in the mist, we quickly spotted a Peregrine Falcon 

(pallidus race).  We had several Black-capped Kingfishers, Common Sandpipers, Curlews etc. we had breakfast on 

board and kept sailing. We got an information about a sighting of a Tiger. We quickly rushed off and learned that 

a couple of boats had seen a mother and cubs. We missed it by a whisker. We tried hard, looking below the bushes, 

kept a sharp eye out into the creeks… and sent quite some time but unfortunately no luck, so we decided to go 
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and check out for some other birds. Later we came back to learn again that the tigress had shown itself again and 

disappeared again. We then spotted White-bellied Sea Eagles and Brahminy Kites and fairly large Saltwater 

Crocodile. 

 

Extension Day 3         Wednesday 23rd November  
 

Today we headed up north, again we spotted another Peregrine Falcon, which gave a patient viewing. A crocodile 

was swimming for a while but went under as we went close. We then spotted two Small-clawed Otters, which are 

very rare, in these parts. They played around for a while and then decided to disappear. We sailed in high tide and 

again eventually reached the tiger spot. It turned out the that more boats were waiting since early morning to spot 

the tiger. But sadly, it was a no show for us. On our way back, we got stuck in the creek briefly, as the tide was 

very low. But we did manage to move out cautiously as the tide turned. 

 

Extension Day 4             Thursday 24th November   
 

Today was our last day of the trip, here. We went for a walk around the idyllic village and look at birds and daily 

life. We added a few birds like Forest Wagtail, Common Iora, Dusky Warbler, Clamorous Reed Warbler, Black-

rumped Flameback, Small Minivet, Purple-rumped Sunbird, Plaintive Cuckoo etc. A beautiful female Indian 

Paradise Flycatcher, showed very well for all of us. After an hour of strolling along the village paths, we came back 

to the lodge for breakfast. Some went for another round of walks and then we packed our bags for the last time. 

After an early lunch, we said goodbye to the Sundarbans team and headed for Taj Gateway. 

 
 

 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/


The Best of Bhutan, Manas and Kaziranga Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek April 23 1 
 

Species lists 

Birds (H = Heard only) 

      Bhutan Manas Kaziranga Sunderbans 

Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Lesser Whistling Duck Dendrocygna javanica                   ✓       ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   

Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus                           ✓             

Greylag Goose Anser anser                         ✓ ✓             

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓           

Garganey Spatula querquedula                           ✓             

Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata                           ✓             

Gadwall Mareca strepera                         ✓ ✓ ✓           

Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope                           ✓             

Indian Spot-billed Duck Anas poecilorhyncha                         ✓ ✓ ✓           

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos                           ✓             

Northern Pintail Anas acuta                           ✓             

Eurasian Teal Anas crecca                         ✓ ✓ ✓           

Common Merganser Mergus merganser                     ✓                   

Swamp Francolin Francolinus gularis                         ✓ ✓ ✓           

Hill Partridge Arborophila torqueola           ✓                             

Himalayan Monal Lophophorus impejanus           ✓                             

Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus                   ✓ ✓ ✓                 

Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus                   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

Kalij Pheasant Lophura leucomelanos       ✓           ✓     ✓   ✓           

Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans                 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓       

Black Stork Ciconia nigra                     ✓                   

Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus                       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           

Black-necked Stork Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus                         ✓ ✓ ✓           

Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus                 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus                         ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓       

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus                             ✓           
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      Bhutan Manas Kaziranga Sunderbans 

Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax                                 ✓   ✓   

Striated Heron Butorides striata                           ✓         ✓   

Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii                 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus                 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea                         ✓ ✓ ✓           

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea                           ✓             

Great Egret Ardea alba                   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia                             ✓           

Little Egret Egretta garzetta                 ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philippensis                         ✓ ✓ ✓           

Little Cormorant Microcarbo niger                 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo     ✓ ✓ ✓               ✓ ✓             

Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster                   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓           

Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus                   ✓ ✓     ✓             

Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus                     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓           

Oriental Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus                     ✓       ✓   ✓       

Himalayan Vulture Gyps himalayensis     ✓                                   

Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela         ✓         ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓           

Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus                                     ✓   

Changeable Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus                   ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓       ✓   

Mountain Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus nipalensis     ✓ ✓     ✓                           

Rufous-bellied Eagle Lophotriorchis kienerii       ✓                                 

Black Eagle Ictinaetus malaiensis       ✓                                 

Indian Spotted Eagle Clanga hastata                   ✓                     

Greater Spotted Eagle Clanga clanga                           ✓ ✓           

Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis     ✓                                   

Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus                   ✓ ✓   ✓               

Shikra Accipiter badius                   ✓ ✓       ✓     ✓   ✓ 

Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus     ✓   ✓               ✓               
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      Bhutan Manas Kaziranga Sunderbans 

Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus           ✓ ✓     ✓                     

Black Kite Milvus migrans lineatus               ✓ ✓               ✓       

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus                                   ✓ ✓   

White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster                                   ✓     

Pallas's Fish Eagle Haliaeetus leucoryphus     ✓                   ✓ ✓ ✓           

Grey-headed Fish Eagle Haliaeetus ichthyaetus                         ✓ ✓ ✓           

Himalayan Buzzard Buteo burmanicus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓                             

White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus                         ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓     

Black-tailed Crake Porzana bicolor   ✓                                     

Black-necked Crane Grus nigricollis         ✓ ✓                             

Great Thick-knee Esacus recurvirostris                         ✓               

Ibisbill Ibidorhyncha struthersii     ✓                                   

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus                         ✓ ✓             

River Lapwing Vanellus duvaucelii     ✓ ✓ ✓               ✓ ✓ ✓           

Grey-headed Lapwing Vanellus cinereus                 ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓           

Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus     ✓             ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva                           ✓             

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius                   ✓                     

Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus                                   ✓ ✓   

Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus                           ✓             

Bronze-winged Jacana Metopidius indicus                   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓           

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus                                 ✓ ✓ ✓   

Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata                                 ✓ ✓ ✓   

Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii                         ✓               

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago                         ✓ ✓             

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos     ✓             ✓     ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓   

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus                   ✓     ✓         ✓     

Common Redshank Tringa totanus                                 ✓ ✓ ✓   

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola                         ✓               
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Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus                         ✓               

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia                         ✓ ✓ ✓           

Brown-headed Gull Chroicocephalus 
brunnicephalus 

    ✓                                 ✓ 

Snow Pigeon Columba leuconota   ✓                                     

Rock Dove Columba livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓                           

Speckled Wood Pigeon Columba hodgsonii     ✓                                   

Oriental Turtle Dove Streptopelia orientalis     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓                   

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto                 ✓   ✓             ✓ ✓   

Red Collared Dove Streptopelia tranquebarica                     ✓                   

Spotted Dove Spilopelia chinensis         ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Barred Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia unchall     ✓                                   

Yellow-footed Green Pigeon Treron phoenicopterus                   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓           

Pin-tailed Green Pigeon Treron apicauda                   ✓ ✓                   

Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula aenea                           ✓   ✓         

Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis                   ✓                 ✓   

Green-billed Malkoha Phaenicophaeus tristis                   ✓       ✓ ✓           

Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus                                   H   ✓ 

Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus                                       ✓ 

Asian Barred Owlet Glaucidium cuculoides                     ✓                   

Spotted Owlet Athene brama                           ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

Brown Hawk-Owl Ninox scutulata                   ✓                     

Himalayan Swiftlet Aerodramus brevirostris     ✓   ✓   ✓                           

Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis                         ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ 

Red-headed Trogon Harpactes erythrocephalus                   ✓                     

Indochinese Roller Coracias affinis                 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ?   

Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis                   H     ✓ H H           

Brown-winged Kingfisher Pelargopsis amauroptera                                   ✓ ✓   

White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis     ✓   ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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Black-capped Kingfisher Halcyon pileata                                 ✓ ✓ ✓   

Collared Kingfisher Todiramphus chloris                                 ✓ ✓ ✓   

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis     ✓             ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

Crested Kingfisher Megaceryle lugubris     ✓ ✓ ✓                               

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis                 ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

Blue-bearded Bee-eater Nyctyornis athertoni                   ✓         ✓           

Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis                 ✓   ✓     ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops         ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris                         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

Great Barbet Psilopogon virens     ✓ ✓ ✓                               

Lineated Barbet Psilopogon lineatus                   ✓ ✓     ✓             

Blue-throated Barbet Psilopogon asiaticus                   ✓ ✓               ✓   

Coppersmith Barbet Psilopogon haemacephalus                           ✓         ✓   

Yellow-rumped Honeyguide Indicator xanthonotus         ✓                               

Speckled Piculet Picumnus innominatus         ✓           ✓                   

Grey-capped Pygmy 
Woodpecker 

Yungipicus canicapillus                   ✓ ✓   ✓               

Fulvous-breasted 
Woodpecker 

Dendrocopos macei                   ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓       ✓ 

Darjeeling Woodpecker Dendrocopos darjellensis     ✓                                   

Streak-throated Woodpecker Picus xanthopygaeus                   ✓ ✓   ✓               

Black-rumped Flameback Dinopium benghalense                         ✓             ✓ 

Greater Flameback Chrysocolaptes guttacristatus                   H H       H       ✓   

Rufous Woodpecker Micropternus brachyurus                   ✓ ✓                   

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓                           

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus                                   ✓ ✓   

Blossom-headed Parakeet Psittacula roseata                         ✓   ✓           

Red-breasted Parakeet Psittacula alexandri                   ✓ ✓                   

Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria                   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓           

Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri                         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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Common Woodshrike Tephrodornis pondicerianus                     ✓                   

Ashy Woodswallow Artamus fuscus                     ✓       ✓           

Common Iora Aegithina tiphia                   ✓ ✓   ✓             ✓ 

Large Cuckooshrike Coracina macei                   ✓         ✓     ✓     

Black-winged Cuckooshrike Coracina melaschistos                     ✓                   

Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus                   ✓                   ✓ 

Long-tailed Minivet Pericrocotus ethologus         ✓ ✓                             

Short-billed Minivet Pericrocotus brevirostris                           ✓             

Scarlet Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus                   ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓         

Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus                 ✓           ✓         ✓ 

Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach tricolor       ✓           ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓           

Grey-backed Shrike Lanius tephronotus     ✓   ✓         ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

Indian Golden Oriole Oriolus kundoo                                 ✓       

Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus                 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ 

Maroon Oriole Oriolus traillii                     ✓                   

Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus ✓               ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus               ✓   ✓ ✓                   

Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus                   ✓ ✓       ✓     ✓ ✓   

Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus remifer                   ✓ ✓                   

Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus                   ✓ ✓     ✓             

Greater Racket-tailed 
Drongo 

Dicrurus paradiseus                     ✓       ✓           

White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis         ✓           ✓                   

Indian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi                                       ✓ 

Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius     ✓                                   

Yellow-billed Blue Magpie Urocissa flavirostris   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓                             

Rufous Treepie Dendrocitta vagabunda                     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

Grey Treepie Dendrocitta formosae       ✓ ✓         ✓ ✓                   

Spotted Nutcracker Nucifraga caryocatactes   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓                           
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Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax         ✓ ✓ ✓                           

House Crow Corvus splendens ✓   ✓           ✓                       

Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓                         

Eastern Jungle Crow Corvus levaillantii                     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

Indian Jungle Crow Corvus culminatus                                 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Yellow-bellied Fantail Chelidorhynx hypoxanthus     ✓                                   

Grey-headed Canary-
flycatcher 

Culicicapa ceylonensis                   H ✓   H               

Yellow-browed Tit Sylviparus modestus           ✓                             

Sultan Tit Melanochlora sultanea                     ✓                   

Rufous-vented Tit Periparus rubidiventris   ✓       ✓                             

Coal Tit Periparus ater   ✓                                     

Grey Crested Tit Lophophanes dichrous   ✓ ✓                                   

Cinereous Tit Parus cinereus                     ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓       ✓ 

Green-backed Tit Parus monticolus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓                             

Oriental Skylark Alauda gulgula         ✓ ✓ ✓                           

Black-crested Bulbul Pycnonotus atriceps                   ✓ ✓                   

Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus                   ✓ ✓               ✓   

Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ 

White-throated Bulbul Alophoixus flaveolus                   ✓ ✓                   

Mountain Bulbul Ixos mcclellandii       ✓                                 

Black Bulbul Hypsipetes leucocephalus     ✓   ✓ ✓                             

Plain Martin Riparia riparia     ✓             ✓     ✓ ✓             

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica                       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

Nepal House Martin Delichon nipalense     ✓       ✓           ?               

Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica                               ✓         

Scaly-breasted Wren-babbler Pnoepyga albiventer       H                                 

Pygmy Wren-babbler Pnoepyga pusilla                   H H                   

Dusky Warbler Phylloscopus fuscatus                         ✓             ✓ 
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Tickell's Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus affinis         ✓                               

Ashy-throated Warbler Phylloscopus maculipennis     ✓   ✓ ✓                             

Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus                     ✓                   

Hume's Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus humei         ✓                               

Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides                                 ✓ ✓   ✓ 

Blyth's Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus reguloides     ✓               ✓                   

Yellow-vented Warbler Phylloscopus cantator                     ✓                   

Grey-hooded Warbler Phylloscopus xanthoschistos       ✓ ✓                               

Chestnut-crowned Warbler Seicercus castaniceps     ?   ✓           ✓                   

Clamorous Reed Warbler Acrocephalus stentoreus                                       ✓ 

Blyth's Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum                                       ✓ 

Thick-billed Warbler Arundinax aedon                         ✓               

Striated Grassbird Megalurus palustris                         ✓               

Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius                     ✓   ✓               

Rusty-cheeked Scimitar 
Babbler 

Pomatorhinus erythrogenys         H                               

Streak-breasted Scimitar 
Babbler 

Pomatorhinus ruficollis     ✓   ✓                               

Pin-striped Tit-Babbler Macronus gularis                     ✓                   

Chestnut-capped Babbler Timalia pileata                           ✓             

Rufous-winged Fulvetta Alcippe castaneceps         ✓                               

Abbott's Babbler Malacocincla abbotti                   H ✓                   

Puff-throated Babbler Pellorneum ruficeps                     ✓                   

Jungle Babbler Turdoides striata                   ✓ ✓ ✓                 

Spotted Laughingthrush Garrulax ocellatus   ✓       ✓                             

White-throated 
Laughingthrush 

Garrulax albogularis   ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓                         

Rufous-necked 
Laughingthrush 

Garrulax ruficollis                   ✓ ✓                   

Grey-sided Laughingthrush Garrulax caerulatus     H   H                               

Striated Laughingthrush Garrulax striatus       ✓ ✓                               
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Black-faced Laughingthrush Trochalopteron affine   ✓                                     

Chestnut-crowned 
Laughingthrush 

Trochalopteron 
erythrocephalum 

  ✓     ✓                               

Blue-winged Minla Minla cyanouroptera         ✓         ✓                     

Bar-throated Minla Minla strigula     ✓   ✓                               

Red-tailed Minla Minla ignotincta         ✓                               

Rusty-fronted Barwing Actinodura egertoni       ✓                                 

Hoary-throated Barwing Actinodura nipalensis     ✓   ✓                               

Red-billed Leiothrix Leiothrix lutea         ✓                               

Rufous Sibia Heterophasia capistrata     ✓   ✓ ✓                             

White-browed Fulvetta Fulvetta vinipectus   ✓ ✓     ✓                             

Whiskered Yuhina Yuhina flavicollis     ✓ ✓ ✓                               

Stripe-throated Yuhina Yuhina gularis           ✓                             

Rufous-vented Yuhina Yuhina occipitalis     ✓                                   

Indian White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus         ✓           ✓ ✓                 

Asian Fairy-bluebird Irena puella                   ✓ ✓                   

Silver-breasted Broadbill Serilophus lunatus                   ✓ ✓                   

Long-tailed Broadbill Psarisomus dalhousiae                     ✓                   

Spotted Elachura Elachura formosa         ✓                               

Indian Nuthatch Sitta castanea                   ✓                     

White-tailed Nuthatch Sitta himalayensis         ✓                               

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis                   ✓ ✓                   

Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria       ✓                                 

Hodgson's Treecreeper Certhia hodgsoni   ✓                                     

Rusty-flanked Treecreeper Certhia nipalensis           ✓                             

Great Myna Acridotheres grandis                       ✓ ✓               

Jungle Myna Acridotheres fuscus                   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ 

Common Myna Acridotheres tristis ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Indian Pied Starling Gracupica contra                 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓       
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Chestnut-tailed Starling Sturnia malabarica                   ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ 

Alpine Thrush Zoothera mollissima     ✓                                   

Black-breasted Thrush Turdus dissimilis                           ✓             

White-collared Blackbird Turdus albocinctus   ✓                                     

Grey-winged Blackbird Turdus boulboul           ✓                             

Eye-browed Thrush Turdus obscurus                     ✓                   

Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis         ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

White-rumped Shama Copsychus malabaricus                   ✓                     

Small Niltava Niltava macgrigoriae                   ✓ ✓       ✓           

Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias thalassinus                                   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Bluethroat Luscinia svecica                                     ✓   

Little Forktail Enicurus scouleri         ✓                               

Black-backed Forktail Enicurus immaculatus                     ✓                   

Blue Whistling Thrush Myophonus caeruleus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓           ✓         

Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher Ficedula strophiata     ✓   ✓                               

Taiga Flycatcher Ficedula albicilla                   H ✓ ✓ ✓             H 

Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula westermanni                   ✓                     

Hodgson's Redstart Phoenicurus hodgsoni ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓                             

Blue-fronted Redstart Phoenicurus frontalis   ✓ ✓     ✓                             

Plumbeous Water Redstart Phoenicurus fuliginosus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓           ✓                   

White-capped Redstart Phoenicurus leucocephalus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓           ✓                   

Chestnut-bellied Rock 
Thrush 

Monticola rufiventris       ✓                                 

Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maurus         ✓         ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓           

Brown Dipper Cinclus pallasii ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓                               

Golden-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons                   ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓         

Blue-winged Leafbird Chloropsis moluccensis                             ✓           

Fire-breasted Flowerpecker Dicaeum ignipectus       ✓                                 

Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Dicaeum cruentatum                   ✓                     
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Purple Sunbird Cinnyris asiaticus                   ✓ ✓ ✓                 

Green-tailed Sunbird Aethopyga nipalensis     ?   ✓ ✓                             

Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja                     ✓                   

Streaked Spiderhunter Arachnothera magna                   ✓                     

House Sparrow Passer domesticus                       ✓     ✓ ✓         

Russet Sparrow Passer cinnamomeus   ✓                                     

Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus   ✓       ✓ ✓         ✓                 

Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata         ✓         ✓   ✓                 

Rufous-breasted Accentor Prunella strophiata   ✓ ✓     ✓                             

Maroon-backed Accentor Prunella immaculata           ✓                             

Forest Wagtail Dendronanthus indicus                                       ✓ 

Eastern Yellow Wagtail Motacilla tschutschensis                         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola                   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea         ✓                     ✓         

White Wagtail Motacilla alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓     

Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus                           ✓             

Blyth's Pipit Anthus godlewskii                         ✓               

White-winged Grosbeak Mycerobas carnipes   ✓                                     

Red-headed Bullfinch Pyrrhula erythrocephala           ✓                             

Dark-breasted Rosefinch Procarduelis nipalensis     ✓                                   

Plain Mountain Finch Leucosticte nemoricola ✓ ✓                                     

Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus     ✓                                   

Dark-rumped Rosefinch Carpodacus edwardsii           ✓                             

Himalayan White-browed 
Rosefinch 

Carpodacus thura   ✓       ✓                             

Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra           ✓                             
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Common name Scientific name 

Mammals  

Asian Elephant Elephas maximus 

Assam Macaque Macaca assamensis 

Rhesus Macaque Macaca mulatta 

Nepal Gray Langur Semnopithecus schistaceus 

Capped Langur Trachypithecus pileatus 

Western Hoolock Gibbon Hoolock hoolock 

Large-eared Pika Ochotona macrotis 

Hoary-bellied Squirrel Callosciurus pygerythrus 

Black Giant Squirrel Ratufa bicolor 

Himalayan Striped Squirrel Tamiops macclellandii 

Smooth-coated Otter Lutrogale perspicillata 

Small-clawed Otter Aonyx cinereus 

Indian Rhinoceros Rhinoceros unicornis 

Wild Boar Sus scrofa 

Hog Deer Axis porcinus 

Northern Red Muntjac Muntiacus vaginalis 

Barasingha - N Rucervus duvaucelii 

Sambar Rusa unicolor 

Chital Deer Axis axis 

Asian Buffalo Bubalus arnee 

Gaur Cyamopsis tetragonoloba 

Dhole Cuon alpinus 

Indian Flying Fox Pteropus giganteus 

  

Others   

Indian Roofed Terrapin Pangshura tecta 

Bengal Monitor Varanus bengalensis 

Water Monitor Varanus salvator 

Tucktoo Gecko   

Northern House Gecko Hemidactylus flaviviridis 



The Best of Bhutan, Manas and Kaziranga Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek April 23 13 
 

Saltwater Crocodile Crocodylus porosus  

Pipistrelle sp   

Fruit Bat   

 


