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Tour Leader:   Pradeep Singh 

 

Participants:   Kate Skillman 

    Phil Jameson 

    Rebecca Churchill 

    Clare Sadler 

    Mike Clinch 

    Jan Clinch  

Summary of the tour: 

It was an amazingly successful tour with 6 tiger sightings including tiger cubs as well as 3 leopards (2 cubs of 

about 9 months and a mother crossing road) and a Sloth Bear digging for the termites. We enjoyed walking in 

the jungle and having boat rides and seeing kingfishers hovering and then diving for fish, and eagles catching 

fish, and marsh mugger crocodile by the bank of the river, and indian hares, and vultures of flying over the 

beautiful hills… 

Day 1 Thursday 10th November 

It was a nice morning today with a good temperature - about 18 degrees. We went to the airport to pick up the 

guests and went in the hotel for freshen up at 1130 followed by a briefing about the timings and the plan for the 

day. We left the hotel at 330 pm. On our way to the station we saw loads of Black Kites, Rock Doves and crows 

and reached the station at 420 and then we got our packed dinner and boarded the train. On the journey we saw 

some open fields with some Cattle Egrets along with cattle. After having dinner everybody went to bed after 

their long journey. 

Day 2 Friday 11th November 

It was quite cool this morning when we arrived at Katni, and the full moon was right over our heads-as we got 

off the train at 620 in the morning before we began the drive to Bandhavgarh. On the way saw quite a few birds 

like Black Ibis, crows, Ruddy Shelduck, kingfisher, Indian Roller, Open billed Stork and some doves along the 

road and in the fields. 

 

We arrived at the hotel at 920 and got settled into our room and met for the breakfast at 0945. Clare and 

Rebecca went for a walk around the village after their breakfast. We met for lunch at 1 and wandered around the 

lodge and saw some butterflies like Common Indian Crow and Chocolate Pansy and Giant Wood Spider in its 

big web. At 2pm we left to go to the park; I was with Mike and Janette this evening, (and then the next day I was 

with Clare, Rebecca, Katharine and Philip). We didn’t see any Tiger but had a good drive with Sambar, Chital, 

Wild Boar and other birds. We came back from the park at 6pm and then met for a gala dinner and tribal dance 

at 7.30 where everybody danced with the local tribal people. 
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Day 3 Saturday 12th November 

Cloudy  

We got up at 515 and met for the tea and coffee at 545 and then left for the park at 6am. We saw some nice 

birds and everybody went on the elephant ride for the first Tiger show of the season in the Tala Zone. 

Everybody was very happy to see a male and female Tiger - and seeing them mating as well - and hearing them 

roar. We came back from the park around 1130 and then had early lunch at 1230. After that we all went to the 

park at 2pm to the Magdi Zone. We had a nice drive with same common animals but missed the Tiger on the 

way back by only two minutes as a forest ranger came and we had to leave as it was getting late to come out of 

the park. At 6pm we met for a presentation from Amit Sankhla (the owner of the lodge) and then did the 

checklist at 8pm, followed by dinner, and then went to bed at 9.30pm. 

Day 4 Sunday 13th November 

Cloudy. 18 degrees Celcius 

We went into the park at 6am and heard alarm calls at many places of Sambar deer and Spotted deer but no 

Tiger. We saw some nice birds like Eurasian Griffon, Himalayan Vulture, White Rumped Vulture and Jackal. We 

came back and had breakfast at the hotel.  

 

We had a break and then met at 1pm for lunch and then went to the park at 2pm. We got the news that in the 

Magdi Zone three Tigers were sighted (a female with two cubs) and they had made a kill of a Sambar deer in the 

morning just by the road. We went straight to the place and waited there for the whole time but the Tigers did 

not come out and we heard from the patrolling guard that they were now sleeping in the Bamboo thickets. We 

came back at 6pm and then met for the checklist at 7pm and then dinner and off to bed. 

 

Day 5 Monday 14th November 

Got up at 5am this morning and went to the park at 545 and it was a little cooler this morning. We had a nice 

drive and saw fresh footprints of the female tiger with cubs but didn’t see any of them. We still had a nice drive 

with new birds and with some common animals, and on the way back saw a Monitor Lizard very close to the 

gate in a hole in a tree. We had breakfast at the hotel and then a break until lunchtime at 1pm. 

 

We went off to the park at 2pm again in the Magdi Zone in a hope that we’ll see the Tiger family this afternoon, 

but with no luck. We left the park and later met for the checklist at 7 followed by dinner and then to bed. 

Day 6 Tuesday 15th November 

We got up at usual and went to the park and I went to speak to the rangers and managed to change the route and 

then we had one male and one female Tiger sighting! Mike and Janette were with me (we had the female tiger) 

and the rest saw the male tiger. Everybody was very happy! Then after that we all had a Tiger show on elephant 

back as well and we saw the same female who was in the mating with the male tiger previously. We got back 

from the park and had an early lunch at 1230 pm and then went off to the park at 2pm again for the last safari. 
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Mike, Janette and myself didn’t get to see any tigers but Clare, Rebecca, Katharine & Phil got to see the female 

Tiger with cubs. Clare and Rebecca left with their packed dinner at 7pm for their train journey and we said 

goodbye and wished them a safe flight back home. 

Day 7 Wednesday 16th November 

We all left at 7am from Bandhavgarh Jungle Lodge to Jabalpur to catch the train to Piparia. On the way to 

Piparia we saw lots of sugar cane and wheat fields and saw a Male Black buck and loads of cattle and birds like 

Pied Kingfisher and Black shouldered Kite, and other common birds. We got to the Reni Pani Resort at around 

4pm. We left for the drive outside the park near a nala (river bed) to see owls, and spotted a Tawny Fish Owl. 

We came back and had dinner and then off to bed around 9pm. 

Day 8 Thursday 17th November 

We started our day to the park at 520 in the morning. It was a beautiful ride where we saw loads of birds in the 

fields and after about five minutes we saw three Leopards crossing road! They were two cubs about nine months 

old and their mother. Everybody saw them crossing the road but no one got pictures as it was a little dark. We 

got to the park and saw a Sloth Bear digging for termites and saw five Indian Hares as well! We came back and 

had a little brunch and then off to the park again at 2:30pm and had good birding in the park and came back at 

6pm. We had drinks and snacks and then dinner and then off to bed. 

Day 9 Friday 18th November 

Again we began early and went to the river bed with a torch to look for the leopards and birds – we didn’t see 

the leopard but had Mottled Wood Owl. We had breakfast in the park after an Elephant ride which we all 

enjoyed and then came back and went again to the park at 2.45pm for the boat ride and saw Crocodile and good 

number of birds, including a Grey-headed Fish-eagle with a very big fish, before it flew off into the dense forest. 

We came back at around 6.15 and later the guests tried the local Mahua drink at the hotel bfore dinner. 

Day 10 Saturday 19th November 

We got up and went for the walk in the village before leaving to Bhopal to catch the train as the station is about 

5 hours drive from the resort. We left at 9am from Reni Pani with a packed lunch and got at the Bhopal station 

at 1:30pm. We got into Agra around 9.30 pm and then drove to the hotel and checked in before dinner and bed. 

Day 11 Sunday 20th November 

We met at 7am for breakfast but the weather was bad today with fog and we decided to do the fort and baby taj 

first, as it was not good to see the Taj in this weather. We did both the monuments and came back to the hotel 

to have a shower and then we checked out and went to a restaurant to have lunch and then to see the Taj at 1.30 

pm. We came back from the Taj and did some shopping and then we went to see the Kalakriti, the Taj Show as 

the train was a few hours late and we had enough time to do the show. After the show we all went to a restaurant 

to have dinner.  
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We reached the station at 9.45 and the train came at 10:30pm and we got to Delhi and then headed straight to 

the airport to check in for the flight home to the UK.  

Day 12 Monday 21st November 

End of the tour…. I hope you all had very good time with some lovely sightings of Tigers, Leopard and Sloth 

Bear and many birds. 

Receive our e-newsletter  

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

      November 

  Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

1 Little Grebe   Tachybaptus ruficollis                  

2 Indian Cormorant  Phalacrocorax fuscicollis                  

3 Little Cormorant  Phalacrocorax niger                 

4 Oriental Darter  Anhinga melanogaster                  

5 Grey Heron   Ardea cinerea                 

6 Great Egret   Ardea alba                 

7 Intermediate Egret   Egretta intermedia                  

8 Little Egret   Egretta garzetta                 

9 Indian Pond-heron  Ardeola grayii              

10 Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis             

11 Painted Stork  Mycteria leucocephala                  

12 Asian Openbill  Anastomus oscitans                 

13 Woolly-necked Stork   Ciconia episcopus                

14 Lesser Adjutant  Leptoptilos javanicus               

15 Black-headed Ibis  Threskiornis melanocephalus                  

16 Red-naped Ibis  Pseudibis papillosa                

17 Lesser Whistling-duck  Dendrocygna javanica                 

18 Bar-headed Goose  Anser indicus                  

19 Ruddy Shelduck  Tadorna ferruginea                

20 Comb Duck   Sarkidiornis melanotos                  

21 Cotton Pygmy-goose   Nettapus coromandelianus                  

22 Spot-billed Duck   Anas poecilorhyncha                 

23 Osprey   Pandion haliaetus                 

24 Oriental Honey-buzzard   Pernis ptilorhynchus                  

25 Black-shouldered Kite   Elanus caeruleus                

26 Black Kite   Milvus migrans                  

27 Grey-headed Fish-eagle  Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus                  

28 Egyptian Vulture   Neophron percnopterus                  

29 White-rumped Vulture  Gyps bengalensis                  

30 Long-billed Vulture  Gyps indicus                

31 Eurasian Griffon   Gyps fulvus                 

32 Red-headed Vulture  Sarcogyps calvus               

33 Crested Serpent-eagle   Spilornis cheela                  

34 Besra  Accipiter virgatus                  

35 Shikra   Accipiter badius                

36 Eurasian Sparrowhawk   Accipiter nisus                  

37 White-eyed Buzzard  Butastur teesa             

38 Rufous Bellied Eagle Hieraaetus kienerii                  

39 Changeable Hawk-eagle   Spizaetus cirrhatus     h        

40 Common Kestrel   Falco tinnunculus                 

41 Grey Francolin   Francolinus pondicerianus     h h        

42 Jungle Bush-quail   Perdicula asiatica                 

43 Painted Spurfowl Galloperdix lunulata               

44 Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus                

45 Indian Peafowl  Pavo cristatus          

46 Small Buttonquail   Turnix sylvatica                  

47 White-breasted Waterhen   Amaurornis phoenicurus                 
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

48 Black-winged Stilt   Himantopus himantopus                 

49 River Lapwing  Vanellus duvaucelii                 

50 Red-wattled Lapwing   Vanellus indicus          

51 Little -ringed plover Charadrius dubius                  

52 Common Greenshank   Tringa nebularia                 

53 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus                  

54 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola                  

55 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos                 

56 Ruff  Philomachus pugnax                  

57 River Tern  Sterna aurantia                 

58 Little Tern   Sterna albifrons                  

59 Black-bellied Tern  Sterna acuticauda                  

60 Rock Dove   Columba livia               

61 Oriental Turtle Dove   Streptopelia orientalis                 

62 Eurasian Collared Dove   Streptopelia decaocto                 

63 Red Collared-dove   Streptopelia tranquebarica                  

64 Spotted Dove   Streptopelia chinensis            

65 Yellow-footed Pigeon   Treron phoenicoptera              

66 Alexandrine Parakeet   Psittacula eupatria            

67 Rose-ringed Parakeet   Psittacula krameri                

68 Plum-headed Parakeet  Psittacula cyanocephala            

69 Sirkeer Malkoha   Phaenicophaeus leschenaultii                

70 Greater Coucal   Centropus sinensis               

71 Barn Owl   Tyto alba                  

72 Indian Scops-owl   Otus bakkamoena                 

73 Brown Fish-owl   Ketupa zeylonensis                

74 Mottled Wood-owl   Strix ocellata                  

75 Jungle Owlet   Glaucidium radiatum                  

76 Spotted Owlet   Athene brama                

77 Grey Nightjar   Caprimulgus indicus                  

78 Large-tailed Nightjar   Caprimulgus macrurus                  

79 Indian Nightjar   Caprimulgus asiaticus                  

80 Crested Treeswift  Hemiprocne coronata            

81 Common Kingfisher   Alcedo atthis               

82 White-throated Kingfisher   Halcyon smyrnensis          

83 Pied Kingfisher   Ceryle rudis                 

84 Green Bee-eater   Merops orientalis          

85 Indian Roller   Coracias benghalensis          

86 Eurasian Hoopoe   Upupa epops            

87 Indian Grey Hornbill  Ocyceros birostris           

88 Malabar Pied-hornbill  Anthracoceros coronatus                 

89 Brown-headed Barbet   Megalaima zeylanica   h h            

90 Grey Capped Woodpecker Dendrocopos canicapillus                  

91 Brown-capped Woodpecker  
Dendrocopos moluccensis 
nanus 

                 

92 Yellow-crowned Woodpecker   Dendrocopos mahrattensis                 

93 Rufous Woodpecker   Celeus brachyurus               h   

94 Streak-throated Woodpecker  Picus xanthopygaeus                  

95 Black-rumped Flameback   Dinopium benghalense              

96 White-naped Woodpecker   Chrysocolaptes festivus                  

97 Ashy-crowned Sparrow-lark  Eremopterix grisea                 
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

98 Dusky Crag-martin   Ptyonoprogne concolor                 

99 Wire-tailed Swallow   Hirundo smithii            

100 Red-rumped Swallow   Cecropis daurica             

101 White Wagtail   Motacilla alba                

102 White-browed Wagtail  Motacilla madaraspatensis                 

103 Yellow Wagtail   Motacilla flava                  

104 Grey Wagtail   Motacilla cinerea                 

105 Oriental Pipit   Anthus rufulus                

106 Long-billed Pipit   Anthus similis                  

107 Tree Pipit   Anthus trivialis                  

108 Large Cuckoo-shrike   Coracina macei             

109 Small Minivet   Pericrocotus cinnamomeus                 

110 Scarlet Minivet   Pericrocotus flammeus                 

111 Red-vented Bulbul   Pycnonotus cafer            

112 Golden-fronted Leafbird   Chloropsis aurifrons                 

113 Zitting Cisticola   Cisticola juncidis                 

114 Jungle Prinia   Prinia sylvatica                 

115 Plain Prinia   Prinia inornata                

116 Paddyfield Warbler   Acrocephalus agricola                  

117 Common Tailorbird   Orthotomus sutorius                  

118 Common Chiffchaff   Phylloscopus collybita                  

119 Dusky Warbler   Phylloscopus fuscatus                  

120 Smoky Warbler   Phylloscopus fuligiventer                  

121 Tickell's Leaf-warbler  Phylloscopus affinis                  

122 Hume's Leaf Warbler   Phylloscopus humei                  

123 Greenish Warbler   Phylloscopus trochiloides                  

124 Lesser Whitethroat   Sylvia curruca       h          

125 Red-breasted Flycatcher  Ficedula  parva                  

126 Verditer Flycatcher   Eumyias thalassina                 

127 Tickell's Blue-flycatcher   Cyornis tickelliae                 

128 
Grey-headed Canary-
flycatcher   

Culicicapa ceylonensis   h             

129 Oriental Magpie-robin   Copsychus saularis          

130 Indian Robin   Saxicoloides fulicata             

131 Black Redstart   Phoenicurus ochruros             

132 Indian Chat Saxicola torquata              

133 Pied Bushchat   Saxicola caprata                 

134 Grey Bushchat  Saxicola ferrea                 

135 Brown Rock Chat Cercomela fusca                  

136 White-browed Fantail   Rhipidura aureola               

137 Black-naped Monarch   Hypothymis azurea                h 

138 Puff-throated Babbler   Pellorneum ruficeps                 

139 Indian Scimitar-babbler   Pomatorhinus horsfieldii   h               

140 Tawny-bellied Babbler   Dumetia hyperythra                

141 Common Babbler   Turdoides caudatus                  

142 Large Grey Babbler  Turdoides malcolmi                 

143 Jungle Babbler   Turdoides striatus            

144 Brown-cheeked Fulvetta   Alcippe poioicephala                  

145 Great Tit   Parus major                 

146 Purple Sunbird   Cinnyris asiaticus                  

147 Oriental White-eye   Zosterops palpebrosus                  
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

148 Eurasian Golden Oriole   Oriolus oriolus                 

149 Black-hooded Oriole   Oriolus xanthornus                

150 Brown Shrike   Lanius cristatus                  

151 Bay-backed Shrike   Lanius vittatus                 

152 Long-tailed Shrike   Lanius schach           

153 Southern Grey Shrike   Lanius meridionalis                  

154 Common Woodshrike   Tephrodornis pondicerianus                  

155 Black Drongo   Dicrurus macrocercus          

156 Ashy Drongo   Dicrurus leucophaeus                  

157 White-bellied Drongo   Dicrurus caerulescens             

158 Greater Racket-tailed Drongo   Dicrurus paradiseus             

159 Rufous Treepie   Dendrocitta vagabunda            

160 House Crow   Corvus splendens                 

161 Large-billed Crow   Corvus macrorhynchos             

162 Bank Myna  Acridotheres ginginianus                 

163 Common Myna   Acridotheres tristis              

164 Asian Pied Starling   Gracupica contra                 

165 Brahminy Starling  Temenuchus pagodarum                 

166 Rosy Starling  Pastor roseus                  

167 Common Starling   Sturnus vulgaris                  

168 House Sparrow   Passer domesticus                

169 Chestnut-shouldered Petronia   Petronia xanthocollis             

170 Baya Weaver   Ploceus philippinus                  

171 White-rumped Munia   Lonchura striata                  

172 Nutmeg Mannikin   Lonchura punctulata               

173 Black-headed Munia   Lonchura malacca                  

174 Common Rosefinch   Carpodacus erythrinus                  

175 Black-headed Bunting  Emberiza melanocephala                  

Mammals 

      November 

  Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

1 Royal Bengal Tiger  Panthera tigris tigris                  

2 Leopard  Panthera pardus                  

3 Jungle Cat Felis chaus kelaarita or kutas                  

4 Rhesus Macaque Macaca mulatta            

5 Common Langur Presbytis entellus          

6 Common Mangoose  Herpestes edwardsi                 

7 Ruddy Mongoose  Herpestes smithii                  

8 Golden Jackal  Canis aureus      h         

9 Sloth Bear  Merursus ursinus                  

10 Indian or Black-naped Hare  Lepus nigricollis                 

11 Five-striped Palm Squirrel Funambulus pennanti             

12 Sambar Cervus unicolor            

13 Chital (Spotted Deer) Cervus axis            

14 Indian Muntjac (Barking Deer) Muntiacus muntjak               

15 Black Buck Antilope cervicapra                 

16 Nilgai (Blue Bull) Boselaphus tragocamelus                 

17 Indian Wild Boar Sus scrofa             

18 Small Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus luctus                

19 Yellow-green House Gecko Hemidactylus flaviviridis                  
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

20 Softshell Turtle  Aspideretes gangeticus                 

21 Bronze-backed Skink Eutropis macularia                  

22 Indian Monitor Lizard Varanus bengalensis                 

23 Indian Garden Lizard Calotes versicolor                   

24 Indian Gaur Bos gaurus                

25 Marsh Muggar Crocodile Crocodylus palustris                 

 


