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Tour Leader:    Indrajit Latey  Naturalist & guide  

    Yusuf Rizvi  Naturalist & guide 

 

Participants:    Brian Ryalls 

    Barbara Ryalls 

    Judy Lyon 

    John Paver 

    Andrew Fellows 

    Barbara Fellows 

    Colin Frankel 

    Susan Frankel 

    Paul Mollevanger 

    Caroline Urbanus 

    Mike Rogers 

Day 1 Sunday 1st February 

In flight to India 

Day 2 Monday 2nd February 

The flight arrived at Nagpur airport earlier than scheduled. After meeting the guides, the group left for Pench 

and the Tuli Tiger Corridor. Upon arrival at our accommodation we were shown to our beautiful rooms. Before 

a ‘meet and greet’ session, we heard some amazing tiger stories from the guests who joined us from Tadoba 

National Park. We then had dinner and, hoping to have some similar sightings of wildlife, we all went off to bed.  

Day 3 Tuesday 3rd February 

We had an early start on a cold morning with the sun rising. Everyone was very excited going into Priyadarshani 

Tiger Reserve, also called Pench National Park. The sound of Wild Boar greeted us as they were furiously 

digging the earth. We saw the interaction between Langurs and Chital, and we also had great views of Sambar 

deer. Lots of birds were seen around the water bodies including Greenshank, Little Ringed Plover and River 

Lapwing, all going about their daily chores.  

 

Post lunch we returned to the park to see some more wildlife. The Greater Racket-tailed Drongos were the 

highlight of this visit. Also four Jackals were seen jogging along the road, and lots of Gaur and Nilgai were 

feeding in the forest selecting the juiciest grasses and leaves. 

 

In the evening we all met and did our checklist, and after dinner we discussed the interesting incidents of the day 

before retiring to bed. 

Day 4 Wednesday 4th February 
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An early wakeup call was not needed as most of us were already up and raring to go into the park. People in one 

of the jeeps were very fortunate to spot a lazy, basking female Leopard as she lay on a big boulder, soaking up 

the first rays of the sun. On being noticed she decided to do a quick disappearing act, but not before some 

amazing photos were taken. Crested Serpent Eagle, Brown-headed Barbet, Coppersmith Barbet and Yellow-

footed Green Pigeon were enjoyed by all. Also seen from one jeep was a Jackal hunting and catching a fawn. 

Nature showed us that only the fittest survive.  

 

After lunch we checked out of Tuli and made our way to Kanha. Enroute we saw lots of ‘urban’ birds such as 

Black Kite, Blue Rock Pigeon, House Sparrow and House Crow. On arriving at Kanha Jungle Lodge we were 

welcomed by Dimple and her team. A picture perfect setting was to be our home for the next four days. After 

doing our checklist we all had dinner and retired with high hopes for the next day. 

Day 5 Thursday 5th February 

Grey weather and a temperature around 10 degrees greeted us in the morning. With lots of mist and some cloud 

cover we made our way to the park. We could hear the alarm calls of Barasingha deer which got us excited. With 

only one meaning to alarm calls we patiently waited for events to unfold, however the alarm calls died down 

along with our chance of spotting something. Continuing on, we did observe Barasingha deer in full vigour as 

the males went about showing off their antlers. A large heard of Gaur was also seen with some youngsters 

practicing their horn locking skills. A Jungle Cat that had hunted a Black Ibis was our morning highlight.  

 

Post lunch we left for our evening safari. It was interesting that there were no alarm calls, as though the 

predators had gone on strike. Mixed hunting parties of babblers and drongos were chasing insects as if it was 

their last meal - it was like a feeding frenzy.  

 

Back at the lodge we completed the checklist and then had dinner. Post dinner we talked about the day’s 

activities and we all had a common consensus which was, tomorrow is going to be a great day! 

Day 6 Friday 6th February 

Due to the chill of the morning air we had blankets wrapped around and hot water bottles for extra warmth as 

we started our morning drive in Mukki zone. Today there was a strong feeling that it was going to be our day! 

Guests from two jeeps rode on Elephants for their jungle experience. Ambling with an ‘elephant gait’ they 

explored the jungle with excitement. The elephants gave a very different perspective as they brushed aside leaves 

and branches, bamboos and cobwebs; the guests thoroughly enjoyed the elephant ride. The third jeep went tiger 

tracking. With no alarm calls and only footprints to help us track, we hit pay day! A big male Tiger was on patrol. 

He sprayed and marked his territory as we followed him for nearly 40 minutes. It was a sight straight out of a 

National Geographic documentary. We were all stunned by this wonderful sighting.  

 

On our afternoon drive we heard lots of Langur and Chital alarm calls, but no Tigers were spotted. We did see 

Grey-headed Fish Eagle just as we were about to exit the park. Back at the lodge we did a quick checklist before 

dinner and bed. 
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Day 7 Saturday 7th February 

With cold winds blowing and the indication of a high possibility of rain we changed our morning route from the 

Kisli (west) zone. Everyone enjoyed good views of Barasingha and Sambar, and a rare Barking Deer made a brief 

appearance, scuttling in the undergrowth it disappeared with haste. After returning to the lodge we visited a local 

school where everyone enjoyed interacting with the children who were more than eager to show their English.  

 

Post lunch we received information that a male tiger was sitting in a waterhole inside the park. The whole 

evening trip was spent trying to track it and eventually it appeared near one of the waiting jeeps. It came out in 

front of the jeep and crossed the road, and then just as quietly it disappeared into the jungle. It was a great 

sighting and Kanha had lived up to its reputation as a Tiger Reserve. 

 

After dinner we all went stargazing and learned about the constellations.  

Day 8 Sunday 8th February 

On our last drive in Kanha people in one jeep had an hour-long Elephant ride. The rest of the jeeps went 

looking for some more wild experiences. Gaurs of all age groups were seen, and bird sightings included Shikra, 

Yellow-footed Green Pigeon, White-rumped Shama and Indian Nuthatch.  

 

After a good breakfast we left for Satpuda. The drive was beautiful and we travelled through both countryside 

and thick forest. Arriving at The Reni Pani lodge we were welcomed by Ali, our host. We quickly settled in and 

had dinner before retiring to bed.  

Day 9 Monday 9th February 

On our first day in Satpuda we had erratic weather. It was cold and grey to start with and then we had bright 

sunshine. There were a lot of Bar-headed Geese on the banks of the Denwa River, feeding on the grass and 

squabbling for the best spots, making quite a racket!  

 

In the evening we crossed the river again for our afternoon safari and were greeted by a male Leopard at the park 

entrance. Stalking deer, it used the grass to its advantage and came very close before being discovered by a 

peacock! Changing its tactics it then tried to target some Wild Boar that were furiously digging the earth looking 

for tubers and roots. We spent the whole evening watching this encounter, only leaving the Leopard when it was 

time to exit the park. We hoped we would get to see it again the next day. Dark clouds were in the sky and we 

hoped they would just pass overhead but during the night we heard a lot of thunder and it rained. 

Day 10 Tuesday 10th February 

It had rained all night and today the weather was very uncompromising. Our plan was to go to Churna and 

spend the whole day inside the park. As we drove towards the range it was raining and we spotted a Leopard. 

Trying hard to avoid the rain, she had taken shelter below a tree, watching for potential prey. Enroute Churna we 

also saw the endangered Giant Squirrel, and Brown Fish Owl. On arriving at Churna, we did a nice nature trail 

then after lunch we headed back to the main range. A male Paradise-flycatcher making sorties at a waterhole was 

enjoyed by all, and we also had good views of the Gaur and Nilgai.  
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We arrived back at the lodge just in time before it rained again. A quick checklist was followed by dinner and 

then bed. 

Day 11 Wednesday 11th February 

Our activity today was a peaceful boat ride on the Denwa River. Bird sightings included Bar-headed Geese, 

nesting Pied Kingfishers, Grey-headed Fish Eagle feeding on a big fish, Common Redshank and Black-bellied 

Tern. Three Marsh Mugger Crocodiles were seen on the shore. 

 

In the evening we went to see Black Bucks in nearby fields. Males were displaying horns, and they were feeding 

on wheat crops, being driven off by the farmers. The night drive was a highlight at Satpuda: a male Leopard 

patrolling its territory, Indian Palm Civet, and a Jungle cat stalking rodents and field mice were seen. All in all it 

was a great night drive.  

Day 12 Thursday 12th February 

Our last day at Satpuda was to be an Elephant safari. While driving towards the park gate we saw a male Leopard 

lying on the roadside. He was totally oblivious to the fact that we had stopped next to him. We watched this 

magnificent cat for over 20 minutes before it disappeared into the bush. Upon arrival the Elephants were waiting 

for us, and after getting onto the howdah (seats) we were soon ambling at a peaceful pace as they covered the 

forest floor like ghosts. We had great views of the Gaur, Sambar and Chital deer. The tusker elephant was a big 

hit with our guests. Named Jung Bahadur, he was 36 years old and in his prime with well polished tusks; he was 

definitely the pride of the park. 

 

We said goodbye to such a beautiful park and departed for Bhopal. After supper in The Jeha Numa Palace, the 

group left for the airport to catch their flight back home. 

Day 13 Friday 13th February 

Arrive back in the UK 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (= recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      February 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

1 Little Grebe   Tachybaptus ruficollis              

2 Indian Cormorant  Phalacrocorax fuscicollis                   

3 Great Cormorant   Phalacrocorax carbo                    

4 Little Cormorant  Phalacrocorax niger          

5 Oriental Darter  Anhinga melanogaster                  

6 Grey Heron   Ardea cinerea                

7 Purple Heron   Ardea purpurea                    

8 Great Egret   Ardea alba                

9 Intermediate Egret   Egretta intermedia                    

10 Little Egret   Egretta garzetta                 

11 Indian Pond Heron  Ardeola grayii    

12 Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis    

13 Painted Stork  Mycteria leucocephala               

14 Asian Openbill  Anastomus oscitans           

15 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra                

16 Woolly-necked Stork   Ciconia episcopus               

17 Lesser Adjutant  Leptoptilos javanicus                   

18 Red-naped Ibis  Pseudibis papillosa        

19 Lesser Whistling-duck  Dendrocygna javanica           

20 Ruddy Shelduck  Tadorna ferruginea             

21 Comb Duck   Sarkidiornis melanotos                    

22 Cotton Pygmy-goose   Nettapus coromandelianus                    

23 Gadwall  Anas strepera                   

24 Common Teal   Anas crecca               

25 Spot-billed Duck   Anas poecilorhyncha                   

26 Northern Pintail  Anas acuta               

27 Grey-headed Fish Eagle  Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus         

28 Indian  Vulture  Gyps indicus                    

29 Red-headed Vulture  Sarcogyps calvus                   

30 Crested Serpent Eagle   Spilornis cheela    

31 Shikra   Accipiter badius             

32 Besra Accipiter virgatus                    

33 White-eyed Buzzard  Butastur teesa               

34 Common Buzzard   Buteo buteo                    

35 Crested  Hawk-eagle   Nisaetus cirrhatus          

36 Common Kestrel   Falco tinnunculus                    

37 Grey Francolin   Francolinus pondicerianus                   

38 Red Spurfowl   Galloperdix spadicea                  

39 Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus               

40 Indian Peafowl  Pavo cristatus       

41 White-breasted Waterhen   Amaurornis phoenicurus               

42 Bronze-winged Jacana  Metopidius indicus                    

43 Black-winged Stilt   Himantopus himantopus                  

44 Eurasian Thick-knee  Burhinus oedicnemus                  

45 Small Pratincole  Glareola lactea                    

46 River Lapwing  Vanellus duvaucelii                 

47 Yellow-wattled Lapwing  Vanellus malabaricus                    
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      February 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

48 Red-wattled Lapwing   Vanellus indicus      

49 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius               

50 Common Redshank   Tringa totanus                  

51 Common Greenshank   Tringa nebularia                  

52 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos               

53 River Tern  Sterna aurantia               

54 Little Tern   Sterna albifrons                  

55 Black-bellied Tern  Sterna acuticauda                    

56 Oriental Turtle Dove   Streptopelia orientalis                   

57 Eurasian Collared Dove   Streptopelia decaocto             

58 Spotted Dove   Streptopelia chinensis    

59 Laughing Dove   Streptopelia senegalensis                  

60 Yellow-footed Green Pigeon   Treron phoenicoptera      

61 Alexandrine Parakeet   Psittacula eupatria       

62 Rose-ringed Parakeet   Psittacula krameri    

63 Plum-headed Parakeet  Psittacula cyanocephala       

64 Common Hawk Cuckoo   Cuculus varius                

65 Asian Koel   Eudynamys scolopacea                    

66 Southern Coucal   Centropus {sinensis } parroti             

67 Eurasian Eagle Owl Bubo bubo                    

68 Indian Scops Owl   Otus bakkamoena          

69 Brown Fish Owl   Ketupa zeylonensis                   

70 Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica                    

71 Jungle Owlet   Glaucidium radiatum       

72 Spotted Owlet   Athene brama                   

73 Savannah Nightjar   Caprimulgus affinis                    

74 Little Swift   Apus affinis                    

75 Crested Treeswift  Hemiprocne coronata                 

76 Common Kingfisher   Alcedo atthis            

77 Stork-billed Kingfisher   Pelargopsis capensis                  

78 White-throated Kingfisher   Halcyon smyrnensis      

79 Pied Kingfisher   Ceryle rudis                 

80 Green Bee-eater   Merops orientalis    

81 Indian Roller   Coracias benghalensis    

82 Eurasian Hoopoe   Upupa epops         

83 Indian Grey Hornbill  Ocyceros birostris    

84 Brown-headed Barbet   Megalaima zeylanica             

85 Coppersmith Barbet   Megalaima haemacephala                  

86 Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker  Dendrocopos moluccensis nanus               

87 Streak-throated Woodpecker  Picus xanthopygaeus                    

88 Lesser Goldenback   Dinopium benghalense     

89 White-naped Woodpecker   Chrysocolaptes festivus                    

90 Indian Bushark  Mirafra erythroptera                    

91 Dusky Crag Martin   Ptyonoprogne concolor                 

92 Barn Swallow   Hirundo rustica     

93 Wire-tailed Swallow   Hirundo smithii                

94 Red-rumped Swallow   Cecropis daurica       

95 White Wagtail   Motacilla alba                    

96 White-browed Wagtail  Motacilla madaraspatensis                

97 Yellow Wagtail   Motacilla flava                   

98 Grey Wagtail   Motacilla cinerea          
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      February 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

99 Paddyfield Pipit   Anthus rufulus                   

100 Richard's Pipit   Anthus richardi                   

101 Tree Pipit   Anthus trivialis                 

102 Olive-backed Pipit   Anthus hodgsoni                 

103 Large Cuckooshrike   Coracina macei      

104 Black-winged Cuckooshrike   Coracina melaschistos                    

105 Small Minivet   Pericrocotus cinnamomeus                    

106 Long-tailed Minivet   Pericrocotus ethologus                

107 Scarlet Minivet   Pericrocotus flammeus                    

108 Red-vented Bulbul   Pycnonotus cafer    

109 Golden-fronted Leafbird   Chloropsis aurifrons                    

110 Blue-capped Rock Thrush  Monticola cinclorhynchus                    

111 Orange-headed Thrush   Zoothera citrina               

112 Zitting Cisticola   Cisticola juncidis                    

113 Ashy Prinia   Prinia socialis                    

114 Plain Prinia   Prinia inornata                  

115 Common Tailorbird   Orthotomus sutorius             

116 Common Chiffchaff   Phylloscopus collybita                   

117 Greenish Warbler   Phylloscopus trochiloides                    

118 Asian Brown Flycatcher  Muscicapa dauurica                 

119 Red-breasted Flycatcher  Ficedula  parva                 

120 Taiga Flycatcher Ficedula albicilla                   

121 Verditer Flycatcher   Eumyias thalassina                    

122 Tickell's Blue Flycatcher   Cyornis tickelliae                   

123 Grey-headed Canary Flycatcher   Culicicapa ceylonensis                   

124 Oriental Magpie Robin   Copsychus saularis    

125 White-rumped Shama   Copsychus malabaricus                   

126 Indian Robin   Saxicoloides fulicata                 

127 Black Redstart   Phoenicurus ochruros         

128 Pied Bushchat   Saxicola caprata                    

129 White-browed Fantail   Rhipidura aureola                    

130 Black-naped Monarch   Hypothymis azurea           

131 Asian Paradise-flycatcher   Terpsiphone paradisi                 

132 Common Babbler   Turdoides caudatus                    

133 Jungle Babbler   Turdoides striatus    

134 Brown-cheeked Fulvetta   Alcippe poioicephala              

135 Great Tit   Parus major            

136 Black-lored Tit   Parus xanthogenys                    

137 Indian Nuthatch   Sitta castanea                

138 Velvet-fronted Nuthatch   Sitta frontalis                    

139 Purple Sunbird   Cinnyris asiaticus         

140 Oriental White-eye   Zosterops palpebrosus                    

141 Eurasian Golden Oriole   Oriolus oriolus                    

142 Black-hooded Oriole   Oriolus xanthornus            

143 Brown Shrike   Lanius cristatus                    

144 Bay-backed Shrike   Lanius vittatus                 

145 Long-tailed Shrike   Lanius schach    

146 Southern Grey Shrike   Lanius meridionalis                    

147 Black Drongo   Dicrurus macrocercus       

148 Ashy Drongo   Dicrurus leucophaeus                    

149 White-bellied Drongo   Dicrurus caerulescens              
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      February 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

150 Greater Racket-tailed Drongo   Dicrurus paradiseus          

151 Rufous Treepie   Dendrocitta vagabunda         

152 House Crow   Corvus splendens             

153 Indian Jungle Crow   
Corvus 
{macrorhynchos}culminatus 

     

154 Bank Myna  Acridotheres ginginianus                    

155 Common Myna   Acridotheres tristis     

156 Chestnut-tailed Starling  Sturnia malabarica                   

157 Brahminy Starling  Temenuchus pagodarum                  

158 House Sparrow   Passer domesticus      

159 Chestnut-shouldered Petronia   Petronia xanthocollis     

160 White-rumped Munia   Lonchura striata                    

Mammals                       

1 Royal Bengal Tiger  Panthera tigris tigris                    

2 Leopard  Panthera pardus                 

3 Jungle Cat Felis chaus kelaarita or kutas                  

4 Rhesus Macaque Macaca mulatta              

5 Common Langur Presbytis entellus           

6 Common Mangoose  Herpestes edwardsi                    

7 Ruddy Mongoose  Herpestes smithii              

8 Golden Jackal  Canis aureus                 

9 Sloth Bear  Merursus ursinus                   

10 Indian Flying Fox Pteropus giganteus                  

11 Three-striped Palm Squirrel Funambulus pennarum           

12 Indian Giant Squirrel Ratufa indica                   

13 Sambar Cervus unicolor           

14 Barasingha (Swamp Deer) Cervus duvauceli branderi                 

15 Chital (Spotted Deer) Cervus axis           

16 Indian Muntjac (Barking Deer) Muntiacus muntjak               

17 Black Buck Antilope cervicapra                    

18 
Chousingha (Four-horned 
Antelope)  

Tetracerus quadricornis                    

19 Nilgai (Blue Bull) Boselaphus tragocamelus                 

20 Indian Wild Boar Sus scrofa           

21 Gaur  Bos gauras               

Other fauna                       

1 Marsh Mugger Crocodile  Crocodylus palustris                  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Mammals 
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Tadoba Extension – Kindly provided by Andrew Fellows 

Day 1 Thursday 29th January 

An overnight flight to Mumbai from London Heathrow Airport connected to our internal flight to Nagpur, 

enabling the three of us to check into the Tuli Imperial in late afternoon. An early night set us up for the journey 

to Tadoba. 

Day 2 Friday 30th January 

An interesting drive across rural India got us to Svasara Jungle Lodge in Tadoba in time for an excellent lunch. 

We settled into this fine lodge and were soon off on our first game drive. Ten minutes into the park we came 

across a family of four Dhole sitting by the dusty roadside. A young pup remained in the undergrowth, but the 

others were relaxed in our presence. We drove on to a large lake, passing a Ruddy Mongoose on the way. At the 

lakeside there were Sambar,Chital and Mugger Crocodile, along with many exotic birds. Driving further south we 

could see a small group of Gaur in the bush, but they remained reclusive. 

 

Our local guide knew that a Tigress and her two 15-month old cubs were in the vicinity, so we parked alongside 

a banking and waited. After only ten minutes the Tigress appeared on the bank and strolled past our jeep. She sat 

on the edge of the road about 20 metres away and began to groom herself. She began calling her cubs and after 

20 minutes a female cub finally appeared on the banking, crossed the road and joined her mother. They licked 

each other and continued to call for the other cub, who eventually appeared 20 minutes later. This young male 

slowly made his way to the others keeping to the edge of the bush. All three then sat in the middle of the road, 

totally unconcerned by us or the traffic building up behind. The light was fading when the chief ranger turned up 

on his motorbike and insisted we could not drive past the tigers whilst they were on the road. We were far too 

close. However the mother appeared to see something in the bush and all three wandered away from the road. 

We had had truly magnificent views of these wonderful creatures. 

 

The ranger gave us permission to return through the park in the dark, and we set off immediately. Soon we were 

treated to a Leopard sitting in the middle of the road. We had excellent views in the headlights as he then walked 

over the open grassland. Only minutes later a Civet cat crossed the road and pounced into the grass at the road’s 

edge and began wrestling with a snake. Before we reached the exit gate, we caught a glimpse of a second 

Leopard. 

 

Everyone at the lodge was pleased to see us as we were over an hour late – but we were elated at such a stunning 

first game drive. 

Day 3 Saturday 31st January 

Our morning drive provided a young Tigress crossing the road with the haunch of a Sambar. She settled down in 

the bamboo and was almost invisible. The smell of the carcass and the sounds of crunching bones and tearing 

flesh were quite memorable. Later she moved into a small clearing and we got better views of her cleaning 

herself. 
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In the afternoon we saw Wild Boar, Dhole and Gaur before returning to where the Tigress had been – just in 

time to see her stand up and vanish into the bamboo. 

Day 4 Sunday 1st February 

Driving into the park in the dark we paused to watch nightjars on the track. The delay was fortuitous as 

moments later a young male Tiger appeared in the headlights and crouched in a ditch. He seemed to check us 

out before crossing the track and vanishing into the darkness. We travelled to the western reaches of the park 

and saw Muntjac and the rare Chousingha. We added many birds to our list including Brown Fish Owl and 

Changeable Hawk Eagle. 

 

The afternoon drive was similar with a good array of deer, monkey and bird life. Just before returning to the 

lodge we found a Sloth Bear in a clearing and were fortunate enough to watch it for several minutes. 

Day 5 Monday 2nd February 

Our last game drive in Tadoba did not disappoint. We spotted a large 7-year old male Tiger near the lake and 

followed him for 20 minutes. He was roaring and scent marking, and our guide sensed he was challenging a 

nearby male. He climbed some rocks and moved out of sight. We drove along the track for a few hundred 

metres and found a second male drinking at a waterhole. He heard the first Tiger and headed off in his direction. 

We could hear the bamboo crashing and several roars from both males but they did not appear to get very close 

to each other: A very dramatic ending to our time in Tadoba. 

 

Then it was back for another fine lunch followed by a drive to Pench to meet up with the rest of the group. 

 

 

 


