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Tour Leader:    Durgesh Singh 

 

Participants:    Jill Hogg 

Mike Lancaster-Usher 

Janice Lancaster-Usher 

Jean Stone 

Maralyn Ingham 

Barry Nicholls 

Peter Sinclair 

Sarah Sinclair 

Summary 

With our sightings totaling 136 species of birds and 21 species of mammals including Tiger, Leopard and Sloth 

Bear, the Tiger Direct trip in March-April 2015 was a good success. 

Day 1 Sunday 22nd March 

In transit from the UK or from Tadoba Extension 

Day 2 Monday 23rd March 

Warm, clear day 

Sarah, Peter, Barry, Maralyn, Mike, Janice and Jean reached Pench in the afternoon having driven from Tadoba 

National Park after their pre-extension tour. Meanwhile Jill arrived at Nagpur airport where she was met by 

Durgesh and then they drove to Pench, arriving at 9.45pm. The whole group met during dinner and after 

introductions, plans for the next day were discussed. 

Day 3 Tuesday 24th March 

Cool morning; cloudy afternoon; warm evening 

We had an early start for our first safari in Pench. We saw a lot of Chital and Sambar deer, Nilgai antelope, 

Langur monkeys and Rhesus Macaques. Birding was also very good in the Park. Although we heard some alarm 

calls, no big cats were seen. After the safari we returned to the lodge for lunch and a rest before setting off for 

the park at 2.30pm.  

 

As summer was already here, there was animal activity at the waterholes where Sambar and Spotted Deer were 

coming for a drink. We witnessed a lot of Langur activity during the quieter part of the day. We heard Sambar 

alarm calls near the Vijematta waterhole and we waited there for some time before moving towards the 

backwater area of Pench. We learned that a collared female Tiger had been seen heading towards the dry river 

bed. We rushed there and were pleased to see her across the river. She rested for some time before walking 

towards the river bed. We crossed the dry river bed and went to a watchtower overlooking the river. We waited 

for some time before she walked out from the grass and on the river bed. It was a fantastic sighting with a clear 
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view for everyone: we were really thrilled! We then returned to the lodge where, later, we did our checklist and 

headed for dinner. 

Day 4 Wednesday 25th March 

Cool morning; hot day; cool evening 

We started the day with another morning drive in the park. A family of Mottled Wood Owls kept us busy for 20 

minutes: they were getting mobbed by Jungle Babblers and later they were chased by Rufous Treepie. We saw a 

male Chital attempting to mate with a female before being disturbed when a few other males started showing 

interest in his partner. A male Chital was also seen mock fighting with a bush. We saw five Jackals in a very short 

span of ten minutes. We checked the open area of Chindimatta for animals and birds before exiting the Park. We 

then returned to the lodge and went to our rooms to do some packing before lunch.  

 

After lunch we left Pench on our 4.5-hour drive to Kanha. Once at Kanha Jungle Lodge we settled in to our 

rooms before meeting to do our checklist and discussed drive plans. We then had our dinner before retiring to 

bed. 

Day 5 Thursday 26th March 

Cool morning; hot day; cool evening 

We set off early in the morning for our first drive in Kanha. Birding in the area was good. We saw a good herd 

of Gaurs, and also the special deer of Kanha; Swamp Deer or Barasingha. We also saw some tiger tracks and 

heard a few alarm calls. We came back to the lodge after the drive for a rest and lunch.  

 

We started the afternoon drive at 2.30pm. We checked the waterholes as the day was getting hotter, and hoped 

for some Tiger activity. We waited for some time near a waterbody called Babathenga. Sambar and Gaur came to 

drink before we saw a female Tiger coming towards the waterhole. It came and had a drink and rested for some 

time before walking into the jungle. The sighting lasted half an hour and at one point the Tigress was very close 

to our vehicle. We came back to the lodge really excited as it had been a really good and long sighting 

Day 6 Friday 27th March 

Cool morning hot day; cloudy evening 

The morning drive was filled with exciting alarm calls and we followed some good tracks but had no luck 

spotting a tiger. We did see some good birds in the area, a Barking Deer, and the activities of Sambar, Chital, 

Wild Pigs and Barasingha. We also spent some time photographing Langurs. 

 

On our afternoon drive we kept checking the water bodies for any tiger activity. Just 45 minutes into the park we 

saw a female Tiger walking on the road towards our vehicle. We kept reversing as it kept walking towards us. It 

was spray marking the trees close to the road. After walking some distance it went into the jungle. We kept 

hearing some alarm calls of Chital indicating the movement of the tigress but we didn’t see her again. We did see 

some Gaur grazing in the open grassland, an Oriental Honey-buzzard next to a bee hive, and on Sondar water 

body a Lesser Adjutant Stork. 
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Day 7 Saturday 28th March 

Cool morning; hot day; cloudy evening 

In the morning we went to the Kisli area of the park. The exciting part for us was seeing a Sloth Bear which was 

foraging and unaware of our presence. We watched it for a good ten minutes before it went into the forest. We 

also saw some new birds including Grey-headed Fish Eagle, Crested Serpent Eagle, Whistling-ducks and Yellow-

wattled Lapwing.  

 

After lunch we returned to the park for our afternoon drive. We went close to the elephant camp and saw 

Elephants returning to camp after a bath. We then went towards the Umerjhola area. We could see some 

vehicles close to the water body and on reaching them we saw a Tigress sitting close to the water. She went to 

have a drink and then rested. Everyone was really happy to see the Tigress before we came back to the lodge. 

Day 8 Sunday 29th March 

Cool & clear morning; cloudy afternoon; drizzle later  

Today was the last day of the main tour. Mike, Janice, Jill and Jean were going to Nagpur after the morning drive, 

and Peter, Sarah, Barry and Maralyn were going with Durgesh to Satpura for a post-extension tour. We did our 

morning safari and the group going to Satpura returned early for a shower and to pack, and were ready to leave 

by 11am. 

 

Mike, Janice, Jill and Jean came back from the park at 11am and, after lunch, left for Nagpur. They stayed in the 

Tuli Imperial for the night before catching the 3pm flight from Nagpur Airport back to the UK. 

 

Meanwhile, the post-extension group drove to Satpura. Though it was a long drive, the passing landscape and 

the small towns and villages kept us busy. It also rained on the way with a sudden change in weather. We had a 

couple of stops for washrooms and to stretch our legs before arriving at Renipani Jungle lodge. After dinner we 

discussed our safari activities during our stay in Satpura. 

Day 9 Monday 30th March 

Cloud & drizzle in the morning; clear afternoon 

Our first drive in the park was quite exciting as this was a new landscape with lots of animals to keep us 

interested. We saw a pair of Crested Serpent Eagles busy making their nest. We also saw big herds of Sambar and 

Gaur. With new areas and forest types we also saw some new birds. 

 

We came back to the lodge for lunch and again went out in the afternoon for a safari. This time we saw a 

Malabar Giant Squirrel up a tree feeding on Flame of the Forest flowers. A Chousingha or Four-horned 

Antelope was also seen. We were about to leave the park when we received news of a Leopard being sighted 

close to the exit. We rushed to the area in time to see a Leopard lying in the dry grass. It briefly came out to sit 

on a fallen log and again went back to its resting spot. It was really good to see a Leopard. We returned to the 

lodge, meeting later for checklist and dinner. 
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Day 10 Tuesday 31st March 

Cool clear morning; warm afternoon; pleasant evening 

In the morning we went for a drive in the Park. It turned out to be special day for raptors: Indian Vulture, 

Egyptian Vulture, Crested Serpent Eagle, Oriental Honey-buzzard and White-eyed Buzzard were seen at 

different points during the drive. The icing on the cake was a female Sloth Bear with two cubs, foraging on the 

jungle floor. They were busy looking for food and we spent a good ten minutes with the family before they went 

into the thicket. 

 

In the afternoon we went for a boat safari on the Denwa River. We saw some mammals coming for a drink and 

to graze on the grass shoots closer to the bank: Chital, Sambar, Gaur bull and Wild Pigs were seen. The colony 

of nesting birds kept us busy photographing their various activities: Indian Skimmer, River Tern, Black-bellied 

Tern, Little Tern, Spoonbill and Black-winged Stilt were in good numbers on the small mud island. We also saw 

a pair of Bonelli's Eagles coming to drink in the river. We were out till sunset in the river! 

Day 11 Wednesday 1st April 

Cold, clear morning; warm day; cool evening 

Today two Wild Dogs were sighted close to the Keria Dam after 30 minutes in the park. We followed the pair 

for a long time and saw them chasing some Spotted Deer. They came next to our vehicle and stayed for some 

time marking their territory. We also saw a Malabar Giant Squirrel on our way to the breakfast point in the park.  

 

While having breakfast, our park guide pointed out a Sambar carcass floating on the water with a Marsh Mugger 

Crocodile feeding on it. We got to know later that this Sambar was actually killed by a male Tiger and was 

dragged away by the crocodile into the water. Birding was good and we saw some more raptor activity in the 

morning. 

 

The park was closed in the afternoon so we headed to the village area. Along the way we did some scrubland 

birding and saw a lot of new species which boosted our bird list. We also saw a Grey Mongoose near the wheat 

fields. Eventually we returned to the lodge for dinner and a rest. 

Day 12 Thursday 2nd April 

Cold, clear morning; warm day; cool evening 

On our last day in Satpura we had a walk in the forest. We went by boat to the starting point of the walk. After 

walking into the forest for 15 minutes we heard frantic alarms call of Chital and Langurs. We followed the source 

of the call and came close to the point they all were looking. We guessed the presence of a Leopard in the area 

but we couldn’t see any. We surveyed the area for ten minutes before continuing our walk. It was thrilling to 

experience something when on foot. We explored further on foot and did some birding. We also had our picnic 

breakfast in the forest.  

 

By the time we had finished our breakfast our boat had returned to pick us up. We came back to the lodge, 

packed, and then left for Bhopal. On our way we stopped briefly at Bhimbhetka to see some rock shelter 
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paintings. In Bhopal we went to Hotel Jehannuma Palace for a wash and change, and to have some snacks, 

before leaving for the airport. 

Day 13 Friday 3rd April 

The group landed back in the UK to finish another Naturetrek adventure. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485


India - Tiger Direct! Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     May 15 1 
 

Species Lists 

Birds (= recorded but not counted) 

      March/April 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

1 Little Grebe   Tachybaptus ruficollis                 

2 Indian Cormorant  Phalacrocorax fuscicollis                    

3 Little Cormorant  Phalacrocorax niger             

4 Oriental Darter  Anhinga melanogaster                    

5 Grey Heron   Ardea cinerea                

6 Great Egret   Ardea alba              

7 Intermediate Egret   Egretta intermedia             

8 Little Egret   Egretta garzetta              

9 Indian Pond-heron  Ardeola grayii            

10 Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis            

11 Striated Heron   Butorides striata                    

12 Painted Stork  Mycteria leucocephala                    

13 Asian Openbill  Anastomus oscitans                   

14 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra                  

15 Woolly-necked Stork   Ciconia episcopus                 

16 Lesser Adjutant  Leptoptilos javanicus                   

17 Black-headed Ibis  Threskiornis melanocephalus                   

18 Red-naped Ibis  Pseudibis papillosa                

19 Eurasian Spoonbill   Platalea leucorodia                    

20 Lesser Whistling-duck  Dendrocygna javanica                 

21 Ruddy Shelduck  Tadorna ferruginea                   

22 Cotton Pygmy-goose   Nettapus coromandelianus                  

23 Eurasian Wigeon  Anas penelope                    

24 Common Teal   Anas crecca                    

25 Spot-billed Duck   Anas poecilorhyncha                    

26 Oriental Honey-buzzard   Pernis ptilorhynchus              

27 Black-shouldered Kite   Elanus caeruleus                    

28 Grey-headed Fish Eagle  Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus                   

29 Egyptian Vulture   Neophron percnopterus                    
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      March/April 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

30 Indian  Vulture  Gyps indicus                    

31 Red-headed Vulture  Sarcogyps calvus                   

32 Short-toed Snake Eagle  Circaetus gallicus                    

33 Crested Serpent Eagle   Spilornis cheela            

34 Shikra   Accipiter badius               

35 White-eyed Buzzard  Butastur teesa                 

36 Bonelli's Eagle   Aquila fasciatus                    

37 Crested  Hawk Eagle   Nisaetus cirrhatus                   

38 Common Kestrel   Falco tinnunculus                    

39 Grey Francolin   Francolinus pondicerianus                    

40 Red Spurfowl   Galloperdix spadicea                  

41 Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus                

42 Indian Peafowl  Pavo cristatus            

43 White-breasted Waterhen   Amaurornis phoenicurus                   

44 Black-winged Stilt   Himantopus himantopus                 

45 Eurasian Stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus                   

46 Great Thick-knee  Esacus  recurvirostris                    

47 Small Pratincole  Glareola lactea                  

48 River Lapwing  Vanellus duvaucelii                 

49 Yellow-wattled Lapwing  Vanellus malabaricus                   

50 Red-wattled Lapwing   Vanellus indicus           

51 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius                    

52 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola                  

53 River Tern  Sterna aurantia                 

54 Little Tern   Sternula albifrons                  

55 Black-bellied Tern  Sterna acuticauda                   

56 Indian Skimmer Rynchops albicollis                    

57 Common Pigeon   Columba livia                   

58 Oriental Turtle Dove   Streptopelia orientalis                   

59 Eurasian Collared Dove   Streptopelia decaocto                   

60 Red Collared-dove   Streptopelia tranquebarica                    

61 Spotted Dove   Streptopelia chinensis           
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      March/April 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

62 Laughing Dove   Streptopelia senegalensis                   

63 Yellow-footed Green Pigeon   Treron phoenicoptera                

64 Alexandrine Parakeet   Psittacula eupatria                 

65 Rose-ringed Parakeet   Psittacula krameri            

66 Plum-headed Parakeet  Psittacula cyanocephala                  

67 Common Hawk Cuckoo   Cuculus varius                  

68 Sirkeer Malkoha   Phaenicophaeus leschenaultii                    

69 Southern Coucal   Centropus {sinensis } parroti                

70 Indian Eagle Owl Bubo bengalensis                    

71 Indian Scops Owl   Otus bakkamoena                 

72 Brown Fish Owl   Ketupa zeylonensis                    

73 Mottled Wood Owl   Strix ocellata                   

74 Jungle Owlet   Glaucidium radiatum                    

75 Spotted Owlet   Athene brama                   

76 Savannah Nightjar   Caprimulgus affinis                    

77 Asian Palm Swift   Cypsiurus balasiensis                    

78 Little Swift   Apus affinis                    

79 Crested Treeswift  Hemiprocne coronata                   

80 Common Kingfisher   Alcedo atthis                  

81 Stork-billed Kingfisher   Pelargopsis capensis                    

82 White-throated Kingfisher   Halcyon smyrnensis            

83 Pied Kingfisher   Ceryle rudis                  

84 Green Bee-eater   Merops orientalis              

85 Indian Roller   Coracias benghalensis            

86 Eurasian Hoopoe   Upupa epops                   

87 Indian Grey Hornbill  Ocyceros birostris            

88 Malabar Pied-hornbill  Anthracoceros coronatus                   

89 Brown-headed Barbet   Megalaima zeylanica                    

90 Coppersmith Barbet   Megalaima haemacephala                  

91 Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker  Dendrocopos moluccensis nanus                   

92 Lesser Goldenback   Dinopium benghalense                

93 White-naped Woodpecker   Chrysocolaptes festivus                   
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      March/April 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

94 Rufous-tailed Lark   Ammomanes phoenicurus                   

95 Plain Martin   Riparia paludicola                    

96 Wire-tailed Swallow   Hirundo smithii                  

97 Red-rumped Swallow   Cecropis daurica                    

98 White-browed Wagtail  Motacilla madaraspatensis                

99 Yellow Wagtail   Motacilla flava                    

100 Grey Wagtail   Motacilla cinerea                  

101 Paddyfield Pipit   Anthus rufulus                  

102 Large Cuckooshrike   Coracina macei                    

103 Scarlet Minivet   Pericrocotus flammeus                    

104 Red-vented Bulbul   Pycnonotus cafer               

105 Common Iora   Aegithina tiphia                    

106 Blue Rock Thrush   Monticola solitarius                    

107 Plain Prinia   Prinia inornata                  

108 Asian Brown Flycatcher  Muscicapa dauurica                    

109 Oriental Magpie Robin   Copsychus saularis           

110 White-rumped Shama   Copsychus malabaricus                    

111 Asian Paradise-flycatcher   Terpsiphone paradisi                   

112 Common Babbler   Turdoides caudatus                    

113 Large Grey Babbler  Turdoides malcolmi                    

114 Jungle Babbler   Turdoides striatus           

115 Great Tit   Parus major                   

116 Purple Sunbird   Cinnyris asiaticus                   

117 Thick-billed Flowerpecker   Dicaeum agile                    

118 Eurasian Golden Oriole   Oriolus oriolus                    

119 Black-hooded Oriole   Oriolus xanthornus                

120 Bay-backed Shrike   Lanius vittatus                  

121 Long-tailed Shrike   Lanius schach                   

122 Southern Grey Shrike   Lanius meridionalis                    

123 Common Woodshrike   Tephrodornis pondicerianus                  

124 Black Drongo   Dicrurus macrocercus           

125 White-bellied Drongo   Dicrurus caerulescens                   
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      March/April 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

126 Spangled Drongo   Dicrurus hottentottus                    

127 Greater Racket-tailed Drongo   Dicrurus paradiseus            

128 Rufous Treepie   Dendrocitta vagabunda           

129 House Crow   Corvus splendens                   

130 Indian Jungle Crow   Corvus {macrorhynchos}culminatus           

131 Common Myna   Acridotheres tristis           

132 Asian Pied Starling   Gracupica contra                   

133 Brahminy Starling  Temenuchus pagodarum                  

134 House Sparrow   Passer domesticus                 

135 Chestnut-shouldered Petronia   Petronia xanthocollis               

136 Indian Silverbill Euodice malabarica                    

Mammals                       

1 Royal Bengal Tiger  Panthera tigris tigris  1   1 1 1           

2 Leopard  Panthera pardus             1       

3 Rhesus Macaque Macaca mulatta                

4 Common Langur Presbytis entellus           

5 Common Mangoose  Herpestes edwardsi                   

6 Golden Jackal  Canis aureus                 

7 Dhole (Asiatic Wild Dog)  Cuon alpinus dukhunensis                    

8 Sloth Bear  Merursus ursinus                   

9 Indian Flying Fox Pteropus giganteus                    

10 Indian or Black-naped Hare  Lepus nigricollis                  

11 Three-striped Palm Squirrel Funambulus pennarum             

12 Indian Giant Squirrel Ratufa indica                   

13 Sambar Cervus unicolor            

14 Barasingha (Swamp Deer) Cervus duvauceli branderi                 

15 Chital (Spotted Deer) Cervus axis           

16 Indian Muntjac (Barking Deer) Muntiacus muntjak                   

17 Chousingha (Four-horned Antelope)  Tetracerus quadricornis                    

18 Nilgai (Blue Bull) Boselaphus tragocamelus                   

19 Indian Wild Boar Sus scrofa               
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      March/April 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

20 Gaur  Bos gauras            

21 Indian Pipistrelle Pipistrellus coromandra                  

Other fauna                       

1 Indian Flapshell Turtle  Lissemys punctata         1       1   

2 Marsh Mugger Crocodile  Crocodylus palustris             1 1 1   

3 House Gecko species  Hemidactylus or Gehyra etc sp   1                 

4 Brahminy Skink Mabuya carinata    1                 

5 Firefly   1                   

6 Wolf Spider   1                   

7 Indian Skitter Frog  Euphlyctis cyanophlyctis     1 1 1           

8 Banded 4 leg Spider           1           

9 Checkered Keelback Xenochrophis piscator                 1   

 


