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Tour participants: Ms. Deepti Goswami (tour leader), Ms. Mugdha Deshpande (co-leader) with 11 main tour 

Naturetrek clients and 5 Ranthambore extension clients. 

Summary 

In February 2023 we had an amazing Tiger Marathon tour. We covered the central Indian national parks namely 

Pench, Kanha, Bandhavgarh, Panna plus Ranthambore as post tour extension.  

 

The excitement began even before we reached our first lodge in Pench. As our transfer vehicles took left from the 

main Nagpur highway, to our utter surprise, a Tigress crossed the road in front of our vehicles. Later that evening 

we had a male Leopard sighting on the tree. He was busy feeding on the Langur Monkey kill that he had hoisted 

up the tree. We all got some incredible shots. As we left this sighting and decided to check another location, our 

driver picked up the trail of another Leopard. With the Spotted Deer and Langurs alarm calling, we picked up the 

visuals of the cat. He was completely relaxed and crossed the road in front of us. It was a sight to remember. 

 

Another sighting that needs a mention is a female Leopard crossing the road with cubs in front of us. We had a 

few more Tiger sightings as well. 

 

In Kanha the very first drive itself produced an incredible Tiger sighting. All our vehicles were in the Kanha 

meadows. We got an update about a Tigress named Neelam. Apparently, she was somewhere around the 

Barasingha breeding enclosure. The first glimpse of her was under a tree and then she disappeared in the grass. 

Knowing for sure that the Tiger was there, we decided to patiently wait at the spot. After a good 30 mins, she came 

out of the cover and gracefully crossed the road in front of us. All our vehicles were together at the sighting and 

each one of us got incredible shots. On the other drives in Kanha, we had two different sightings of Leopards and 

three different Tigers. The meadows were teeming with Swamp Deer as well which is one of Kanha highlights.  

 

Bandhavgarh began with a bang! On the very first drive there, we saw a total of six individual Tigers. One sighting 

was a female named Kajari along with four sub-adult cubs. Five Tigers briskly walking through the jungle was 

something that all of us will remember. While in Central India one never really thinks of Elephants. In the other 

Central Indian parks, the only elephants that you see are the ones working for the forest department. In 

Bandhavgarh a herd of around 50 Elephants have settled down. Our vehicles had an incredible sighting of around 

15 Elephants at a water hole. As the day had warmed up a bit, the Elephants entered the water body and gave us 

a great show. Right from the small calves to the grownups, they all splashed water and cooled off.  

 

A Sloth Bear with cubs was also seen for the first time on the tour in Bandhavgarh.  

 

In Panna we only had two safaris but both packed with excitement. In the morning drive as we entered the park, 

a jeep tipped us about a Tigress that had crossed the Ken River with four cubs. Although she had already been 

seen, we decided to try our luck and head to where she had disappeared. After some serious alarm calls, she came 

out and we got great view of here crossing in front of us. In the noon, it was a no brainer. We had left the Tigress 

and cubs at a spot where she was to spend the hot duration of the day. Our jeeps reached the location, but the 

Tigers were nowhere to be seen. About 15 mins would have gone by, a Langur Monkey started giving alarm calls 

from the opposite side to where we thought the Tigers were. To everyone’s surprise the Tigress swiftly came right 

in front of us. But what was interesting is that she knew the Langur was not calling for her. She stood still staring 
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in the direction of the call. We learnt from our guide that a Leopard had tried to attack her cubs and hence she 

was so wary. With no Leopard in sight, the Tigress sat down, and we decided to quickly check a different location 

up a hill. We saw a Leopard on a tree as we climbed the hill. This was the same Leopard that the Tigress was 

looking for earlier. Sensing the presence of the Tigress, this Leopard moved in a different direction, and we were 

lucky to spot it.      

 

In Ranthambhore we had five back-to-back safaris. Ranthambore is also known as the Land of the Tigers, and we 

saw a total six individual Tigers in our five safaris and two Sloth Bears and a mating pair of Leopards. On our first 

drive as soon as we enter the park and after spending sometimes looking for pug mark and alarm call along with 

birding, we got a call from another jeep told us that Noore Tigress along with her two cubs sitting in the bushes. 

We rushed to that area and had a sighting of them. Whereas another jeep has seen very good sighting of Sloth 

Bear. In the evening after finishing our evening drive while coming back we had another very good sighting of 

female Tigress named Sultana crossing the road in front of jeeps. Next morning, we had a good sighting of mating 

pair of Leopards hanging together. And after sometimes we had very good sighing of Laila Tigress. In the evening 

we again looked for big cats, since it was getting hot, so we were checking all water bodies where the possibilities 

of seeing them is good, whereas our guider got an information about Tigress names Noori sitting on the road. We 

rushed to that area and we again had wonderful sighting of Noori. We stopped there for photos.  After some time, 

she got up, walked in front of all the jeeps, did scrape marking on the ground and went into water and sit down to 

cool off. On our last drive we had very good sighting of Sloth Bear and Tiger.  

Day 1                                                                          Wednesday 15th February 

In flight to Nagpur via Doha. 

Day 2                                                                             Thursday 16th February 

The flight from London to Nagpur via Doha was punctual. Following the immigration process, we drove to our 

hotel, the Radisson Blu, for some essential rest. The group gathered for breakfast again and decided to take a 

cultural tour of Nagpur. They went to Ganesha Temple, Deeksha Bhoomi, India's center - Zero Miles, and Futala 

Lake. It was a fantastic day excursion before we all reconvened at 5.30 p.m. for a group briefing. We called it a 

day after the meeting and dinner followed. 

Day 3                                                                            Friday 17th February 

We drove to Pench Tiger Reserve the next morning after an early breakfast. We drove for two hours through 

the beautiful countryside and corridor forest. We saw some beautiful scenery along the way. The icing on the cake 

was that a Tiger crossed in front of us before we arrived at the lodge. Everyone was ecstatic and overjoyed. We 

checked into Tuli Tiger Corridor upon our arrival. At 1 pm, the group reconvened for lunch, followed by the first 

game drive in Pench. 

On our first day in Pench, we saw a Leopard guarding his Langur kill on a massive tree. Another vehicle observed 

another Leopard walking alongside the road and crossing in front of them. The other two vehicles, on the other 

hand, saw Tigress Langdi walking through the grasses and teak woods. We also saw our first Rhesus Macaque, 

Langur, Grey Mongoose, Sambar Deer, Spotted Deer, and Blue Bull.  
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We met in the evening for the checklist, followed by dinner. 

Day 4                                                                              Saturday 18th February 

Our day began with an early morning wake-up call. We had an amazing sighting of a male Tiger "L mark" as soon 

as we entered, followed by a Leopard coming down from the tree and other animals like Spotted Deer, Sambar 

Deer, Jackal, Wild Boars, Indian Gaur, Three-striped Palm Squirrel, and lots of birds. 

We returned to the lodge to rest and eat lunch. The highlight of the day so far was coming across a family of 

Leopards (mother and two cubs) in the afternoon. We also saw Indian Grey Hornbills, White-eyed Buzzards, 

Crested Honey Buzzards, and numerous other species of birds. 

Day 5                                                                               Sunday 19th February 

We were in the national park's Khursapar zone today. It has a lower density of prey than Turia, but Tiger sightings 

are excellent. As we entered the forest, we were on the lookout for the female who had been seen the night before. 

We parked our cars after looking for indirect signs, such as pugmarks and alarm calls, and waited for her to appear. 

And it succeeded! She emerged from the bushes, crossed a bridge, marked her territory, and vanished into her 

realm. 

 

We returned to the lodge and left for Kanha after a delicious lunch. The drive took about 4.5 hours and took us 

through some lovely countryside and forest. We checked into the Tuli Tiger Resort upon arrival and retired to our 

rooms after dinner and briefing. 

Day 6                                                                              Monday 20th February 

We left for the park after our typical tea/coffee. We were in the park's Kanha zone. We had a fantastic Tiger 

sighting of the queen of Kanha meadows, Neelam, on our first drive. Other mammals included Spotted Deer, 

Sambar Deer, Barasingha, Jackal, Wild Boar, Blackbuck, Barking Deer, and a variety of birds. 

 

We reconvened at the lodge at 1pm for lunch and the afternoon game drive. We were in the park's Sarai section. 

A male Tiger and a shy female Tigress were spotted by one vehicle. We had to rush to the gate because it was late 

in the evening, and we were running out of time.   

 

Back at the lodge, we met for a checklist as always and had dinner before calling it a day. 

 

Day 7                                                                                Tuesday 21st February 

We were in the Kisli zone of the park for today's morning drive. The area is known for having a high density of 

Tigers, but there wasn't much activity in terms of Tigers this morning, aside from some new tracks and alarm calls 

in a couple of spots. A Leopard was spotted by one vehicle. Lesser Ehistling Ducks, Gadwall, Asian Openbill, 

Crested Honey Buzzard, Crested Serpent Eagle, and Jungle Owlet were among the birds we saw. 
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We later returned to the lodge for rest and lunch. We were in the Kanha zone of the park in the afternoon. As 

usual, we encountered a large herd of Swamp Deer in the first grassland.  On the way, we came across a herd of 

massive Gaur. One of our vehicles spotted another male Leopard from a distance. 

At night, we had a lovely dinner at an exclusive dining area for the group where we discussed about our plan for 

next day before heading out for dinner. 

Day 8                                                                        Wednesday 22nd February 

We were back in the Kanha zone of the park this morning. The last safari in Kanha was fantastic, with Neelam 

Tigress emerging from the grassland. We also saw Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, Small Minivets, Striated Grassbirds, 

and other unusual birds. 

We returned to the lodge and said our goodbyes to Kanha after lunch. Bandhavgarh was our next stop. We arrived 

at Bandhav Vilas after a 7-hour drive, where we were greeted by the lovely staff and given information about the 

lodge and game drives. Before going out to dinner, we finished the checklist. 

Day 9                                                                            Thursday 23rd February 

Our first drive in Bandhavgarh took us to the Tala zone. We noticed a lot of pugmarks in the grassland as soon as 

we entered in. We waited for a while before heading to the other area. As we drove by, our guide exclaimed, "Tiger! 

Tiger! Tiger!" And there they were: Kajri and her four cubs. We witnessed all five of them. Mother and two cubs 

crossed a road. The third cub was hiding in the bushes, and the fourth cub eventually crossed from a distance. 

What a fantastic way to begin a safari. We saw another sub-adult tiger walking on the ridge of the hillock as we 

were leaving the park after breakfast! Six Tigers in a single drive. 

 

We went to Magadhi zone in the afternoon. A herd of wild Elephants crossed the road and relaxed in the water. 

Following that, we saw three separate Tigers in different locations. Back at the lodge, we met for a checklist, 

discussed the plan for next day and had dinner. 

Day 10                                                                                Friday 24th February 

The day began with a morning drive through the park's Magdhi zone. This area is flatter than Tala. We saw an 

Indian Vulture, a Zitting Cisticola, a Large Cuckooshrike, a Small Minivet, a Lesser Goldenback, a White-naped 

Woodpecker, and other birds. Three different Tigers were spotted today. In one of the sightings, a male Tiger 

jumped over the fence and into the grassland. What a spectacular occasion! 

We returned to the lodge for lunch before returning to the Magdhi zone. We saw two individual Tigers in the 

afternoon, as well as a family of Sloth Bears (mother and two cubs) sniffing termites out of the mound. Finally, a 

Leopard came out on the road and game us the best possible sighting for about a minute. The best part of the 

evening was watching the sunset from a short hillock. 
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Day 11                                                                            Saturday 25th February 

We went to the Khitauli zone this morning. A few of our vehicles saw three Tigers (all cubs) and two Sloth Bears 

(mother with a cub). We spent some time birding in this area before leaving the park. We had an early lunch at the 

lodge before heading out to - Panna.  

We arrived at Tendu Leaf Resort in Panna after sunset. We had a great view of hundreds of vultures feeding on 

dead cattle on the way. There were Indian, Red-headed, Griffon and Egyptian Vultures among them. We met for 

dinner at the lodge after we had settled in and completed the checklist. 

Day 12                                                                         Sunday 26th February 

As we approached the park in the morning, a jeep informed us of a Tigress with four cubs who had crossed the 

Ken River. Despite the fact that she had already been seen, we decided to take a chance and go to where she had 

vanished. Finally, after waiting for a long time, we got a great view of her settling down under the tree. 

It was a no-brainer at noon. We had left the Tigress and her cubs in a location where she would spend the hot day. 

Our jeeps arrived at the location, but the Tigers were nowhere to be found. After about 15 minutes, a 

Langur started making alarm calls from the opposite side of where we thought the Tigers were. The Tigress 

suddenly appeared in front of us, much to everyone's surprise. What was intriguing was that she was aware that 

the Langur was not calling for her. She remained motionless, staring in the direction of the call. Our guide told us 

that a Leopard had tried to attack her cubs, which was why she was so wary. With no Leopard in sight, the Tigress 

sat down, and we decided to check out another location up a hill. As we climbed the hill, we noticed a Leopard on 

a tree. This was the same Leopard that the Tigress had been looking for. This Leopard moved in a different 

direction when he sensed the presence of the Tigress, and we were fortunate to spot him. We saw him climb down 

the tree and vanish into the bushes. The Tigress remained present. Her cubs could be seen playing in the bushes. 

It was a wonderful day in Panna. We had to leave as the sun began to set. 

Back at Tendu Leaf Resort, we all gathered for one last meal together. We went through the checklist, reviewed all 

of the chapters of this tour, and agreed that it was indeed a Tiger Marathon. 

Day 13                                                                       Monday 27th February 

We took a short boat ride down the Ken River in the morning. We checked out of the lodge after a hearty breakfast 

and drove to the historic town of Khajuraho. A very knowledgeable cultural guide led us around the Western and 

Eastern temple groups. The rock temples' intricate carvings are incredible. The temples are a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site that should not be missed. 

We boarded our flight to Delhi after finishing our lunch at the Tendu Leaf Lodge. The flight arrived on time, and 

we arrived in Delhi around 7:00 p.m. The group enjoyed a delicious dinner at the Pride Plaza before retiring to 

their rooms. 
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Day 14                                                                   Tuesday 28th February 

Ranthambore extension Day 1    

Today 11 of the group members had an early morning flight back to the UK where the main tour ended.  

Meanwhile, Deepti Goswami along with 5 group members started the journey for Ranthambore Extension. We 

took an early morning train reach Sawai Madhopur at 11:38Am. The aesthetically stunning Sawai Madhopur railway 

station, where every wall, pillar and parapet is decorated with exquisite wildlife paintings by local artists, fascinated 

everyone. A short commute of about 20 minutes brought us to the comfortable Pugmark resort. After lunch we 

had time to relax at the lodge. In the evening we went to see Ranthambore fort. Ranthambore Fort lies within 

the Ranthambore National Park, the park being the former hunting grounds of the Maharajahs of Jaipur until the 

time of India's Independence. It is a formidable fort having been a focal point of the historical developments 

of Rajasthan. During drinks We went through the checklist, followed by dinner. 

Day 15                                                                 Wednesday 1st March 

Ranthambore extension Day 2 

On our first game drive in the morning, as soon as we enter the park we could hear the beautiful sound of Peacock 

and some Grey Francolin. After spending some time in the jungle, looking for pug mark and alarm call along with 

birding our guide got the information that very famous Tigress Noori and her cubs sitting in the bushes. We rushed 

towards her. When we reached at the spot we could see Noori sitting in the bushes taking rest and her cubs playing 

around. We spend a very good time seeing her and behaviour of cubs. And on the other side a very good sighting 

of Sloth Bear. On the way back we had great view of large herds of Spotted Deer, Sambar Deer and Wild Boar, as 

well as good birdlife around the waterbodies in the reserve. 

On our second game drive in the afternoon, we entered the park and start checking water bodies one by one, 

looking for pugmark and try to hear the alarm calls along with doing birding and seeing other animals also like 

Spotted Deer, Sambar Deer, Blue Bull, Chinkara, Wild Boar, Ruddy Mongoose and lots of birds. We did not get 

any hint of the big cat. While returning back we could see few people standing on the road and pointing to 

something. We rushed and could see Tigress named Sultana crossing the road in front of all the jeeps. We also had 

a very good sighting of her. We met in the evening for the checklist, followed by dinner. 

Day 16                                                                   Thursday 2nd March 

Ranthambore extension Day 3 

On our third safari in the morning. We entered the park and start looking for pugmark and try to hear alarm calls. 

During the morning safari the chances of seeing fresh pugmark is good and by seeing the pugmark we try to figure 

out where the Tiger has gone. We were doing the same thing along with birding and some photography. We 

suddenly hear the alarm call and rushed toward it. Far in a distance we could see some spots and there the male 

Leopard walking towards us from the bushes followed by female Leopard. It was a mating pair of Leopard. We 

had a very good sighting of both of them, guest could take good pictures and we left them and started driving 

towards another spot looking for more animals and big cats. Our guide got the information about Tigress named 

Laila walking through the bushes and coming towards us. We stopped there for some times patiently and there 

she is after 10 to 15 minutes she appeared from the bushes and crossed the road in front of our vehicle. And on 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ranthambore_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maharajah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaipur_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Partition_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rajasthan
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the other side other vehicle had good sighting of Crocodile and lots of other animals like Spotted Deer, Sambar 

Deer, Chinkara, Wild Boar, Blue Bull, Jackal and lots of birds.  

On our fourth game drive in the afternoon we again start checking all water bodies, water bodies are good place 

to look for big cats specially Tiger because they like to sit in the water to cool off their body specially in hot time 

of the day. We spotted at one big water body and parked our vehicle in the shade and could see animals are coming 

one by one to quench their thirst. Hear of Spotted Deer, Sambar Deer, Wild Boar, Chinkara, Mongoose and some 

birds. We left that water body after some times and start checking some other area. While driving we could hear a 

loud alarm call of Spotted Deer, we rushed to that area from where the call was coming. And here we go, a same 

Tigress Noori sitting on the road under the shade of tree. After some 10-15 minutes she got up and start walking 

towards water body and we also followed her. She crossed the road in front of our jeep and went to the water 

body sat inside water to cool off. After coming back from the afternoon driver, we freshen up and met for the 

checklist, followed by dinner. 

Day 17                                                                   Friday 3rd March 

Ranthambore extension Day 4 

On our fifth and last game drive in the Ranthambore national park, as soon as we entered the park, we heard the 

alarm call and we stopped there for some times, after spending some time when nothing appeared we start driving 

again, doing birding and taking pictures of other animals like Spotted Deer, Sambar Deer, Crocodile, Wild Boars 

and water birds. While exploring we could see few jeeps standing and taking pictures of something, we rushed 

there and could see fully grown male Sloth Bear feeding on termites and very relax. We spent almost half an hour 

with him, crossed the road in front of our jeep. And on the other side other jeep also had good sighing of lots of 

other animals and birds. And that’s how we concluded our game drives in Ranthambore.  

Soon after reaching our lodge, we checked out and headed to the railway station at Sawai Madhopur, from where 

our train brought us back to Delhi. An elaborate farewell dinner awaited us at the Pride Plaza.  

Day 18                                                                  Saturday 4rd March 

Ranthambore extension Day 5 

Today we flew back to the UK in the morning, where another Naturetrek adventure came to an end. All in all, we 

all had great fun, and were very happy with the excellent birding, sightings of Mammals, and other fauna and flora. 
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Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species lists 

Birds (H = Heard only) 

    February – March 2023 

Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 1 2 3 

Painted Francolin   Francolinus pictus 
            

✓ 
 

✓ 

Grey Francolin   Francolinus pondicerianus 
            

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Red Spurfowl   Galloperdix spadicea 
            

✓ ✓ 
 

Painted Spurfowl Galloperdix lunulata 
      

✓ 
      

✓ 
 

Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus ✓ 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

✓ 
        

Indian Peafowl  Pavo cristatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Lesser Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna javanica 
   

✓ ✓ 
 

✓ 
     

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Bar-headed Goose  Anser indicus 
 

✓ 
             

Ruddy Shelduck  Tadorna ferruginea ✓ ✓ 
           

✓ ✓ 

Cotton Pygmy Goose   Nettapus coromandelianus 
      

✓ 
        

Garganey  Spatula querquedula 
             

✓ ✓ 

Gadwall  Mareca strepera 
 

✓ 
             

Indian Spot-billed Duck   Anas poecilorhyncha ✓ ✓ 
            

✓ 

Northern Pintail  Anas acuta 
 

✓ 
          

✓ 
 

✓ 

Eurasian Teal   Anas crecca 
 

✓ 
             

Crested Treeswift  Hemiprocne coronata 
 

✓ ✓ 
   

✓ 
        

Southern (Greater) Coucal   Centropus sinensis parroti ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
       

✓ 

Sirkeer Malkoha   Taccocua leschenaultii 
   

✓ 
  

✓ 
        

Common Hawk-Cuckoo   Hierococcyx varius 
   

H 
           

Indian Cuckoo   Cuculus micropterus 
             

H 
 

Rock Dove / Common Pigeon   Columba livia 
            

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Oriental Turtle Dove   Streptopelia orientalis 
  

✓ 
            

Spotted Dove   Streptopelia chinensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Laughing Dove   Spilopelia senegalensis 
  

✓ ✓ 
          

✓ 

Yellow-footed Green Pigeon   Treron phoenicopterus 
 

✓ 
 

✓ 
 

✓ ✓ 
     

✓ ✓ 
 

White-breasted Waterhen   Amaurornis phoenicurus 
             

✓ 
 

Common Moorhen   Gallinula chloropus 
            

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Coot   Fulica atra 
            

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Sarus Crane   Antigone antigone 
           

✓ 
   



India – Tiger Marathon Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek June 23 2 
 

    February – March 2023 

Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 1 2 3 

Little Grebe   Tachybaptus ruficollis 
 

✓ 
   

✓ ✓ 
       

✓ 

Indian Stone-curlew (Thick-knee)  Burhinus indicus (Split fr Eurasian) 
   

✓ 
         

✓ ✓ 

Great Stone-curlew (Thick-knee)  Esacus  recurvirostris 
            

✓ 
  

Black-winged Stilt   Himantopus himantopus 
 

✓ 
          

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Yellow-wattled Lapwing  Vanellus malabaricus 
 

✓ 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
        

Red-wattled Lapwing   Vanellus indicus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
     

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 
            

✓ 
  

Pheasant-tailed Jacana  Hydrophasianus chirurgus 
             

✓ 
 

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos 
 

✓ ✓ 
 

✓ ✓ 
      

✓ 
 

✓ 

Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus ✓ ✓ 
  

✓ ✓ 
      

✓ 
  

Common Redshank   Tringa totanus 
   

✓ 
          

✓ 

Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola 
 

✓ 
           

✓ 
 

Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus 
            

✓ 
  

Common Greenshank   Tringa nebularia 
   

✓ ✓ ✓ 
      

✓ 
  

River Tern  Sterna aurantia 
            

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Painted Stork  Mycteria leucocephala 
 

✓ 
          

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Asian Openbill  Anastomus oscitans ✓ ✓ 
             

Black Stork  Ciconia nigra 
            

✓ 
  

Woolly-necked Stork   Ciconia episcopus 
            

✓ ✓ 
 

Lesser Adjutant  Leptoptilos javanicus 
      

✓ 
   

✓ ✓ 
   

Little Cormorant  Microcarbo niger ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
       

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Indian Cormorant  Phalacrocorax fuscicollis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
     

✓ 
  

Great Cormorant   Phalacrocorax carbo 
            

✓ 
  

Oriental Darter  Anhinga melanogaster  
            

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Black-headed Ibis  Threskiornis melanocephalus 
      

✓ 
     

✓ 
  

Red-naped Ibis  Pseudibis papillosa 
 

✓ 
 

✓ 
 

✓ ✓ 
        

Indian Pond Heron  Ardeola grayii 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
     

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Eastern Cattle Egret   Bubulcus coromandus (split) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
       

✓ ✓ 
 

Grey Heron   Ardea cinerea 
             

✓ 
 

Purple Heron   Ardea purpurea 
            

✓ 
  

Great Egret   Ardea alba 
 

✓ 
 

✓ 
  

✓ 
     

✓ ✓ 
 

Intermediate Egret   Egretta intermedia ✓ ✓ 
 

✓ 
  

✓ 
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    February – March 2023 

Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 1 2 3 

Little Egret   Egretta garzetta ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
        

✓ 
 

Western Osprey   Pandion haliaetus 
 

✓ 
          

✓ 
  

Black-winged Kite   Elanus caeruleus 
  

✓ 
            

Egyptian Vulture   Neophron percnopterus 
      

✓ 
     

✓ 
  

Crested (Oriental) Honey Buzzard   Pernis ptilorhynchus 
 

✓ ✓ 
   

✓ 
     

✓ ✓ 
 

White-rumped Vulture  Gyps bengalensis 
   

✓ 
     

✓ 
     

Indian Vulture  Gyps indicus ✓ ✓ 
 

✓ ✓ 
 

✓ 
  

✓ 
    

✓ 

Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus 
         

✓ 
     

Red-headed Vulture  Sarcogyps calvus 
   

✓ 
  

✓ 
  

✓ 
     

Cinereous Vulture  Aegypius monachus 
         

✓ 
     

Crested Serpent Eagle   Spilornis cheela ✓ ✓ 
 

✓ 
 

✓ ✓ 
  

✓ 
  

✓ 
  

Changeable (Crested) Hawk-Eagle   Nisaetus cirrhatus ✓ ✓ 
 

✓ 
 

✓ ✓ 
        

Shikra   Accipiter badius 
  

✓ 
  

✓ ✓ 
     

✓ 
  

Black Kite   Milvus migrans 
  

✓ 
            

Brahminy Kite   Haliastur indus ✓ 
              

Grey-headed Fish Eagle  Haliaeetus ichthyaetus 
 

✓ ✓ 
            

White-eyed Buzzard  Butastur teesa 
 

✓ ✓ 
            

Indian Scops Owl   Otus bakkamoena ✓ 
     

✓ 
     

✓ 
  

Brown Fish Owl   Ketupa zeylonensis 
      

✓ 
     

✓ ✓ 
 

Jungle Owlet   Glaucidium radiatum 
  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
       

✓ 

Spotted Owlet   Athene brama 
 

✓ 
          

✓ 
 

✓ 

Eurasian Hoopoe   Upupa epops 
 

✓ 
 

✓ 
 

✓ ✓ 
        

Malabar Pied Hornbill  Anthracoceros coronatus 
     

✓ ✓ 
        

Indian Grey Hornbill  Ocyceros birostris 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

Indian Roller   Coracias benghalensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

✓ ✓ 

Stork-billed Kingfisher   Pelargopsis capensis 
   

H 
  

✓ 
     

✓ 
  

White-throated Kingfisher   Halcyon smyrnensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common Kingfisher   Alcedo atthis 
 

✓ 
  

✓ ✓ ✓ 
      

✓ 
 

Pied Kingfisher   Ceryle rudis 
 

✓ ✓ 
          

✓ 
 

Blue-bearded Bee-eater   Nyctyornis athertoni 
    

✓ 
 

✓ 
        

Green Bee-eater   Merops orientalis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Brown-headed Barbet   Psilopogon zeylanicus H ✓ 
 

H ✓ ✓ ✓ H 
 

H H H H 
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Coppersmith Barbet   Psilopogon haemacephalus 
 

H 
 

H 
 

✓ ✓ H 
 

H H H H 
  

Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker  Yungipicus nanus 
  

✓ 
          

✓ 
 

Black-rumped Flameback 
(L.Goldenback)   

Dinopium benghalense 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

✓ 
     

✓ 
  

Rufous Woodpecker   Micropternus brachyurus 
   

✓ 
 

✓ 
         

Common Kestrel   Falco tinnunculus 
  

✓ 
  

✓ ✓ 
        

Eurasian Hobby   Falco subbuteo 
             

✓ 
 

Alexandrine Parakeet   Psittacula eupatria ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Rose-ringed Parakeet   Psittacula krameri ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Plum-headed Parakeet  Psittacula cyanocephala ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common Woodshrike   Tephrodornis pondicerianus 
  

✓ 
 

✓ ✓ 
         

Common Iora   Aegithina tiphia 
             

✓ 
 

Scarlet Minivet   Pericrocotus speciosus 
   

✓ ✓ ✓ 
         

Large Cuckooshrike   Coracina macei 
 

✓ 
   

✓ 
         

Brown Shrike   Lanius cristatus 
   

✓ ✓ ✓ 
         

Long-tailed Shrike   Lanius schach 
  

✓ 
  

✓ ✓ 
        

Black-hooded Oriole   Oriolus xanthornus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
       

✓ 

Black Drongo   Dicrurus macrocercus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

White-bellied Drongo   Dicrurus caerulescens 
     

✓ 
     

✓ ✓ 
  

Hair-crested (Spangled) Drongo   Dicrurus hottentottus 
   

✓ 
 

✓ 
         

Greater Racket-tailed Drongo   Dicrurus paradiseus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
        

White-browed Fantail   Rhipidura aureola 
            

✓ 
  

Rufous Treepie   Dendrocitta vagabunda ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

House Crow   Corvus splendens 
  

✓ ✓ 
           

Indian Jungle Crow   Corvus culminatus 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Great Tit   Parus major 
   

✓ 
   

✓ 
     

✓ 
 

Rufous-tailed Lark   Ammomanes phoenicurus 
       

✓ 
       

Indian Bush Lark  Mirafra erythroptera 
             

✓ 
 

Black-crested Bulbul   Pycnonotus flaviventris 
            

✓ 
  

Red-whiskered Bulbul   Pycnonotus jocosus 
     

✓ ✓ 
        

Red-vented Bulbul   Pycnonotus cafer ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Barn Swallow   Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ 
       

✓ ✓ ✓ 
  

Wire-tailed Swallow   Hirundo smithii 
   

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 1 2 3 

Red-rumped Swallow   Cecropis daurica 
     

✓ ✓ 
        

Greenish Warbler   Phylloscopus trochiloides 
  

✓ 
            

Striated Grassbird   Megalurus palustris 
   

✓ 
 

✓ 
         

Zitting Cisticola   Cisticola juncidis 
   

✓ ✓ ✓ 
         

Jungle Prinia   Prinia sylvatica 
    

✓ ✓ 
        

✓ 

Indian Scimitar Babbler   Pomatorhinus horsfieldii 
    

✓ ✓ 
         

Large Grey Babbler  Argya malcolmi 
            

✓ 
 

✓ 

Common Babbler   Argya caudata ✓ ✓ 
             

Jungle Babbler   Argya striata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Oriental White-eye   Zosterops palpebrosus 
 

✓ 
             

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis      ✓          

Jungle Myna   Acridotheres fuscus 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ 
           

Common Myna   Acridotheres tristis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

✓ 

Chestnut-tailed Starling  Sturnia malabarica 
   

✓ 
           

Orange-headed Thrush   Geokichla citrina 
   

✓ 
 

✓ 
         

Indian Robin   Copsychus fulicatus 
     

✓ ✓ 
     

✓ 
  

Oriental Magpie-Robin   Copsychus saularis 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

✓ ✓ 
     

✓ 
  

White-rumped Shama   Copsychus malabaricus 
   

✓ 
 

✓ 
       

✓ 
 

Red-breasted Flycatcher  Ficedula parva 
     

✓ 
         

Pied Bush Chat   Saxicola caprata ✓ 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ 
          

Golden-fronted Leafbird   Chloropsis aurifrons 
  

✓ 
  

✓ 
         

Pale-billed Flowerpecker   Dicaeum erythrorhynchos 
   

✓ 
           

Purple Sunbird   Cinnyris asiaticus 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
        

House Sparrow   Passer domesticus 
  

✓ 
  

✓ ✓ 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Yellow-throated Sparrow (Ch-sh 
Petronia) 

Petronia xanthocollis 
 

✓ ✓ 
  

✓ ✓ 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
  

Red Avadavat   Amandava amandava 
   

✓ 
 

✓ 
         

Scaly Breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata 
     

✓ 
         

Grey Wagtail   Motacilla cinerea 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

✓ 
       

✓ 
 

White-browed Wagtail  Motacilla madaraspatensis 
 

✓ 
             

Paddyfield Pipit   Anthus rufulus 
   

✓ 
 

✓ 
        

✓ 

Tree Pipit   Anthus trivialis 
            

✓ 
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Mammals 

  
February – March 2023 

Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 1 2 3 

Royal Bengal Tiger  Panthera tigris tigris  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

Leopard  Panthera pardus ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓       ✓       ✓   

Rhesus Macaque Macaca mulatta ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓               ✓ 

‘Northern Plains’ Grey Langur  Semnopithecus entellus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Ruddy Mongoose  Herpestes smithii ✓           ✓     ✓           

Golden Jackal  Canis aureus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓                 

Sloth Bear  Merursus ursinus               ✓ ✓       ✓   ✓ 

Indian Flying Fox Pteropus giganteus   ✓ ✓                         

Three-striped Palm Squirrel Funambulus pennarum ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Sambar Cervus unicolor ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Barasingha (Swamp Deer) Cervus duvauceli branderi       ✓ ✓ ✓                   

Chital (Spotted Deer) Cervus axis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Indian Muntjac (Barking Deer) Muntiacus muntjak       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓             

Black Buck Antilope cervicapra       ✓ ✓ ✓                   

Khincara (Indian Gazelle)  Gazella bennetti                         ✓ ✓   

Nilgai (Blue Bull) Boselaphus tragocamelus ✓   ✓             ✓     ✓ ✓   

Indian Gaur Bos gaurus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓                 

Wild Boar Sus scrofa ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Pipistrelle Bat Pipistrellus ✓   ✓ ✓     ✓       ✓         

Indian Elephant  Elephus Maximus             ✓                 
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Reptiles 
 

    February – March 2023 

Other Fauna  Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 1 2 3 

Indian Flapshell Turtle  Lissemys punctata  ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ 

Marsh Mugger Crocodile  Crocodylus palustris          ✓   ✓ ✓  

Indian Rock Python  Python molurus       ✓         

House Gecko species  Hemidactylus or Gehyra etc sp       ✓         

Fan throated lizard  Sitana ponticeriana       ✓         

Monitor lizard Varanus             ✓ ✓  
 
 

Butterflies 
 

  February – March 2023 

Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 1 2 3 

Graham Blue   ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓         

Baronet  Euthalia nais  ✓ ✓   ✓          

Common Grass Yellow Eurema hecabe ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓          

Tawny Coster Acraea terpsicore    ✓   ✓         

Chocolate Pansy Junonia iphita                

Danaid Eggfly Hypolimnas misippus ✓  ✓ ✓            

Common Rose Pachliopta aristolochiae ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓         

Common Lime Papilio demoleus  ✓   ✓  ✓         

Common Evening Brown Melanitis leda       ✓         

Common Crow Euploea core ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

Common Jezebel Delias eucharis ✓ ✓ ✓             
 
 
 
 


