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Tiger Marathon Tour Report

Tour Participants: Yusuf Rizvi (leader) & Bhautik Desai (co—leader) with 16 Naturetrek clients
Summary

The Tiger Marathon tour was a remarkable success, with eight tiger sightings across Pench, Kanha, Bandhavgarh
and Panna National Park. Guests witnessed some incredible behaviour, including Tiger stalking and interactions
with cubs—making for unforgettable experiences. In addition to the majestic Tigers, the group spotted over 150
species of birds, showcasing the region’s rich avifauna. Kanha offered further excitement with sightings of Sloth
Bears and a dramatic encounter of Wild Dogs on a kill. The tour delivered exceptional wildlife moments,
combining thrilling predator activity with diverse bird watching opportunities, making it a truly rewarding and

memorable journey for all participants.
Day 1 Sunday 5th November

The main group left London in the morning via Doha, arriving in Delhi in the eatly hours of the 6th November.

Day 2 Monday 6th October

Our tour began in the early hours with a warm welcome at Nagpur Airport, followed by a brief rest at Radisson
Blu. After breakfast, we headed to Pench Tiger Reserve, where the team from Tuli Tiger Corridor greeted us with
hospitality and lunch.

We had a wonderful nature walk at 4:30 PM, which lasted for an hour. During our walk, we spotted some amazing
birds, including Black-naped Monarch, Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher, White-Breasted Water Hen, Greater Racket-tailed
Drongo, Ashy Drongo, and Indian Flying Fox. After a walk, we enjoyed refreshing High-Tea.

We wrapped up a thrilling day with dinner and anticipation for what lay ahead.

Day 3 Tuesday 7th October

We began our day in Pench with a refreshing cup of tea and set off into the forest, greeted by bird calls and distant
alarm calls. The morning safari was rich in birdlife, with sightings of Grey-headed Fish Eagle, Asian Green-bee-
eaters, Plum-headed Parakeet and Mottled Wood Owls.

Our guests in the other two jeeps saw a Tiger lying down in dense undergrowth & one jeep saw a male Tigers cross

the road.

In the afternoon drive, guests with Yusuf saw five individual Tigers and later a Leopard crossing the road with the

other three jeeps seeing two different Tigers.

We ended the day with our checklist session, warm drinks, and hearty dinner—eager for more!
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Day 4 Wednesday 8th October

We set off for our second game drive in Pench. The morning was promising with lot of distress calls and fresh
pug-marks—a sign of female Tigress. Although we didn’t see her, we witnessed the nervous behaviour of the prey

animals in the presence of a big cat. One jeep did see a sub-adult cub crossing a road.

After lunch we were ready for our next afternoon drive. The group with Bhautik saw six Wild Dogs on a Spotted
Deer kill. Two of our jeeps saw a Tiger laying in waterhole & one jeep saw Wild Dogs, a pair of Golden Jackals,
Black Stork and Mottled Wood Owl.

The day ended with our checklist session, sharing highlights of the trip so far. A hearty dinner followed.
Day 5 Thursday 9th November

Our final day in Pench began with an amazing sighting with a Leopard trying to hunt the Spotted Deer but it just
missed. Just on the way we saw a male Tiger growl and marking its territory on trees. We spotted some wonderful

birds like Yellow-footed Green Pigeon, Asian Brown Flycatcher, Indian Vultures, and Changeable Hawk Eagle.

Back at the resort we had our lunch then we left for our next destination The KKanha National Park, arriving in the

evening.
Day 6 Friday 10th November

Our first safari in Kanha began in the misty morning jungle. Our guest three jeeps saw a pair of Wild Dogs, and
later we heard alarm calls and saw fresh pug marks—signs of a mating pair of Tigers. Though we didn’t see them,
their distant roars echoed through the forest. We also spotted a rare Blackbuck and a peaceful herd of Barasinghas,
Kanha’s famous hard ground swamp deer. A White-rumped Vulture, Scarlet Minivets (male and female), White-
rumped Shama, and Malabar Pied Hornbill added to the morning thrills.

After lunch we were ready again for a game drive. We saw fresh footprints of a Tigress and two cubs in the Kishli
zone. We spotted some interesting birds White-throated Kingfisher, Little (was Striated) Heron, Indian Vulture
and also Barking Deer and Indian Gaur.

We ended the day with a special dinner and checklist session, still amazed by the magic Kanha had offered.
Day 7 Saturday 11th November

Our second day in Kanha began peacefully, with misty landscapes and the stunning sight of Scarlet Minivets
fluttering above—Ilike a scene from a movie. One of our jeeps saw a Tigress crossing a road in the Mukki zone.
We heard alarm calls by Langur and Spotted Deer. Then saw Brown-cheeked Fulvetta, Greater Racket-tailed

Drongo, Greater Coucal, Common Kingfisher and Indian Vultures.

In the evening our guests in one of the jeep saw a Sloth Bear, a Leopard, Swamp deer (Barasingha), Barking Deer,
Indian Guar and Asian Pam Civet. For the birds we had a good sighting of Black-rumped Flameback woodpecker,
Jungle Owlets and Indian Scops Owl.

We ended the day with our checklist session, warm drinks, and a hearty dinner.
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Day 8 Sunday 12th November

In the morning we are ready to do our final safari in Kanha. We entered the park and saw some fresh tracks of
male Tiger and we heard a growl of the Tiger from the deep forest. We saw Sambar, Spotted, Barking and Swamp

Deer, as well as Indian Guar.

We returned to the resort for lunch and got ready for our next destination - Bandhavgarh National Park. On the
way, our guests were welcomed by a Tigress in the evening at Bandhavgarh while heading towards the lodge in the

evening. A good startl
Day 9 Monday 13th November

We began our day in Bandhavgarh with a refreshing cup of tea and set off into the forest. We saw pug marks of a
Tigress with cubs. We waited there for it and we saw some interesting birds like Lesser Adjutant Stork, Red
Avadavat, Scaly-breasted Munia, Changeable Hawk Eagle trying to hunt Indian Peafowl, Indian Vultures, Indian
Scops Owl and Grey Wagtail. At breakfast had a chance to see some interesting butterflies Tawny Coaster, Peacock

Pansy, Crimson Rose, Common Jezebel to name a few.

After lunch we were ready for our second game drive in Bandhavgarh. And it started with a sub-adult Tiger. We
saw some Black Drongos, Blue-bearded Bee-eater, Rufous Treepie, Jungle Crow, Lesser Whistling Duck, Indian
Spot-billed Ducks and Cotton Pygmy Goose.

The day ended with our checklist session, sharing highlights of the trip so far. A hearty dinner followed.

Day 10 Tuesday 14th November

Our second day in Bandhavgarh was amazing! Two of our jeeps spotted a Tiger in the Khitaoli zone. We also saw
some incredible birds, including Rufous-tailed Lark, Barn Swallow, Plum-headed Parakeets, Indian Roller, Lesser
Adjutant Stork, Asian Open-billed Stork, Jungle Owlets, Rufous Treepie, and Changeable Hawk Eagle.

After lunch, we headed out for our afternoon game drive and spotted a Lesser Adjutant Stork, Black-naped
Monarch, Greater Racket-tailed Drongo, Red Junglefowl, Greater Coucal, Asian Green Bee-eater, and Tickell's
Blue Flycatcher.

The day ended with our checklist session, followed by dinner.

Day 11 Wednesday 15th November

Our morning was incredible! In Tala zone, two jeeps spotted two different Tigers, while two jeeps in Khitoli zone
had great sightings. One jeep spotted a Leopard crossing the road. We also saw Langurs, Sambar, Spotted Deer,
Barking Deer, Black-winged Stilt, Indian Flapshell Turtle, and Black-hooded Oriole.

After a great morning, we returned to the resort, packed our bags, and set off for Panna Tiger Reserve with a

packed lunch. Exciting times ahead!
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Day 12 Thursday 16th November

Our morning began with the breathtaking landscape of Panna Tiger Reserve. In the Madala zone, three jeeps
spotted a Tigress with three cubs, while another jeep from the Akola zone had a great sighting. We also spotted
some amazing birds, including Oriental Darters, Golden-backed Woodpecker, Rufous Treepie, Common
Tailorbird, Common Kingfisher, European Bee-eater, Red Avadavat, Scaly-breasted Munia, Yellow-footed Green
Pigeon, and Grey-headed Fish Eagle. While one the jeep entered from Akola and we spotted two Jungle Cats.

After lunch, we embarked on our final game drive. Two jeeps from Akola zone and two jeeps from Hinota zone
entered the park. We saw a King Vulture, Sirkeer Malkoha, Black Drongo, Changeable Hawk Eagle, Red
Junglefowl, and finally, three jeeps spotted a Tigress walking on the road and crossing it twice.

The day ended with an incredible sighting in Panna Tiger Reserve. All guests returned to the resort, looking forward

to a lovely dinner.
Day 13 Friday 17th November

Our guests enjoyed a lovely breakfast at the resort and with a packed lunch, we started our journey for our next

stop at Khajuraho to visit the Temples. Lter we reached Khajraho airport to catch our flight to Delhi.

After the check in we all enjoyed our packed lunch and then boarded the flight to Delhi. We landed and went to

our hotel in Aerocity. After a briefing about the next day program as some of the guests had private extensions.

Some were going back to UK and somewhere going with Yusuf to Ranthambore for the extension.
Day 14 Saturday 18th November

Morning Started with series of departures. Bhautik escorted the group to T3 terminal, others left for their private
extension to Agra, Yusuf met the guests in the lobby at 8:15 am and after briefing, we started our five hours journey
to Ranthambore. On the way we saw some Sarus Cranes, Black Kite, Black-winged Stilts, and Bank Myna. We

reached Tigers Den in Ranthambore before lunch.

Check-in was smooth, and we had delightful lunch. We all met again for a birding walk in and around the property
at 4:30 pm. On the walk we saw some interesting birds like White-breasted Waterhen, White-spotted Fantails,
Booted Warbler, Indian White-eyes, Ashy Prinia and Grey Francolins. In the evening, we met again for checklist

followed dinner and briefing for the next day.
Day 15 Sunday 19th November

Our day started with hot cup of coffee and masala Chai. Today we were going to Zone 10 which was bit far away
from the resort we were staying, on the way while crossing Zone 7 from the highway when we spotted two
Leopards on the hill, probably a courting pair. Later after reaching in our zone, we saw Neelgai, Wild Boars and

some interesting birds including Indian and White-rumped Vultures.

During the afternoon drive we missed a Tgress by few minutes. We saw some interesting wildlife. In the evening

we completed the checklist followed by dinner.
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Day 16 Monday 20th November

Our day started with some hot beverages, all of us enjoyed the beautiful landscape but no luck with big cats both

in the morning and afternoon drives

Day 17 Tuesday 21st November

We had one last drive left in Ranthambore, today we were going to Zone 5 with lot of anticipation. We got the
news from the camp that they heard a Tiger growl and distress calls of Sambar. We quickly drove to the spot the

calls were coming from the non-tourism zone. We explored other area but no luck with Tiger sightings.

Post breakfast we departed from Tiger Den at around 12 noon with packed lunch. We reached our hotel Pride
Plaza in Aerocity New Delhi at around 06:06pm. After the smooth check-in, guests were briefed about the Pickup

time for next day.
Day 18 Wednesday 22nd November

Yusuf met the guest in the hotel lobby at around 7:15 am and we departed for airport at 7:30am sharp. Another

successful tour ended.

Receive our e-newsletter Social Media
Join the Naturetrek email list and be the first to We're social! Follow us on Instagram, Facebook,
hear about new tours, additional departures and Bluesky and X and be the first to hear about the
new dates, tour reports and special offers. launch of new tours, offers, exciting sightings and

photos from our recently returned holidays.

naturetrek co.uk/e-newsletter-signup

mnstagram com/naturetrek_wildhife_holidays

facebook.com/naturetrekwildhifeholidays
naturetrek bsky.social
x.com/naturetrektours (formerly Twatter)
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Birds (H = Heard only)

E = Endemic, N = Near endemic, | = Introduced

Common name
Lesser Whistling Duck
Cotton Pygmy Goose
Knob-billed Duck
Northern Shoveler
Gadwall

Common Teal

Indian Peafowl

Painted Spurfowl - E
Red Junglefowl

Grey Francolin

Jungle Bush Quail - N
Little Grebe

Greater Coucal

Asian Koel

Common Hawk-Cuckoo
Spotted Dove

Laughing Dove

Oriental Turtle Dove
Rock Dove
Yellow-footed Green Pigeon
Common Moorhen
Eurasian Coot
White-breasted Waterhen
Indian Stone-curlew
Black-winged Stilt
Yellow-wattled Lapwing
Red-wattled Lapwing
Common Sandpiper

Scientific name
Dendrocygna javanica
Nettapus coromandelianus
Sarkidiornis melanotos
Spatula clypeata

Mareca strepera

Anas crecca

Pavo cristatus
Galloperdix lunulata
Gallus gallus

Ortygornis pondicerianus
Perdicula asiatica
Tachybaptus ruficollis
Centropus sinensis
Eudynamys scolopaceus
Hierococcyx varius
Spilopelia chinensis
Spilopelia senegalensis
Streptopelia orientalis
Columba livia

Treron phoenicopterus
Gallinula chloropus
Fulica atra

Amaurornis phoenicurus
Burhinus indicus
Himantopus himantopus
Vanellus malabaricus
Vanellus indicus
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E = Endemic, N = Near endemic, | = Introduced

Common name
Green Sandpiper
Common Redshank
Common Greenshank
River Tern

Asian Openbill
Lesser Adjutant
Painted Stork

Black Stork

Asian Woolly-necked Stork
Little Cormorant
Great Cormorant
Indian Cormorant
Red-naped Ibis
Little Egret

Little Heron

Indian Pond Heron
Great Egret

Medium Egret
Eastern Cattle Egret
Purple Heron

Grey Heron

Indian Nightjar
Crested Treeswift
Alpine Swift

Little Swift

Spotted Owlet
Jungle Owlet

Indian Scops Owl
Brown Fish Owl
Mottled Wood Owl - E
Osprey

Scientific name
Tringa ochropus
Tringa totanus

Tringa nebularia
Sterna aurantia
Anastomus oscitans
Leptoptilos javanicus
Mycteria leucocephala
Ciconia nigra

Ciconia episcopus
Microcarbo niger
Phalacrocorax carbo
Phalacrocorax fuscicollis
Pseudibis papillosa
Egretta garzetta
Butorides atricapilla
Ardeola grayii

Ardea alba

Ardea intermedia
Ardea coromanda
Ardea purpurea
Ardea cinerea
Caprimulgus asiaticus
Hemiprocne coronata
Tachymarptis melba
Apus affinis

Athene brama
Glaucidium radiatum
Otus bakkamoena
Ketupa zeylonensis
Strix ocellata
Pandion haliaetus
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E = Endemic, N = Near endemic, | = Introduced

Common name
Black-winged Kite
Red-headed Vulture
Cinereous Vulture
White-rumped Vulture
Indian Vulture - N
Crested Serpent Eagle
Changeable Hawk-Eagle
Indian Spotted Eagle
Bonelli's Eagle

Shikra

Black Kite

Grey-headed Fish Eagle
White-eyed Buzzard
Common Hoopoe

Indian Grey Hornbill
Malabar Pied Hornbill - N
Indian Roller
Blue-bearded Bee-eater
Asian Green Bee-eater
Common Kingdfisher

Pied Kingfisher
White-throated Kingfisher
Coppersmith Barbet
Brown-headed Barbet
Rufous Woodpecker
Black-rumped Flameback
Streak-throated Woodpecker
White-naped Woodpecker

Brown-capped Pygmy
Woodpecker
Common Kestrel

Scientific name

Elanus caeruleus
Sarcogyps calvus
Aegypius monachus
Gyps bengalensis

Gyps indicus

Spilornis cheela
Nisaetus cirrhatus
Clanga hastata

Aquila fasciata
Tachyspiza badia

Milvus migrans
Icthyophaga ichthyaetus
Butastur teesa

Upupa epops

Ocyceros birostris
Anthracoceros coronatus
Coracias benghalensis
Nyctyornis athertoni
Merops orientalis
Alcedo atthis

Ceryle rudis

Halcyon smyrnensis
Psilopogon haemacephalus
Psilopogon zeylanicus
Micropternus brachyurus
Dinopium benghalense
Picus xanthopygaeus
Chrysocolaptes festivus
Yungipicus nanus

Falco tinnunculus
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E = Endemic, N = Near endemic, | = Introduced

Common name
Peregrine Falcon
Alexandrine Parakeet
Rose-ringed Parakeet
Plum-headed Parakeet
Scarlet Minivet
White-bellied Minivet
Common lora

Common Woodshrike
Indian Golden Oriole
Black-hooded Oriole
White-spotted Fantail - E
Greater Racket-tailed Drongo
White-bellied Drongo
Ashy Drongo

Black Drongo
Black-naped Monarch
Indian Paradise Flycatcher
Long-tailed Shrike
Brown Shrike

Rufous Treepie

House Crow
Large-billed Crow
Cinereous Tit

Indian Black-lored Tit - E
Rufous-tailed Lark
Common Tailorbird
Ashy Prinia

Plain Prinia

Zitting Cisticola
Paddyfield Warbler
Dusky Crag Martin

Scientific name

Falco peregrinus
Psittacula eupatria
Psittacula krameri
Psittacula cyanocephala
Pericrocotus flammeus
Pericroctus erythropygius
Aegithina tiphia
Tephrodornis pondicerianus
Oriolus kundoo

Oriolus xanthornus
Rhipidura albogularis
Dicrurus paradiseus
Dicrurus caerulescens
Dicrurus leucophaeus
Dicrurus macrocercus
Hypothymis azurea
Terpsiphone paradisi
Lanius schach

Lanius cristatus
Dendrocitta vagabunda
Corvus splendens
Corvus macrorhynchos
Parus cinereus
Machlolophus aplonotus
Ammomanes phoenicura
Orthotomus sutorius
Prinia socialis

Prinia inornata

Cisticola juncidis
Acrocephalus agricola
Ptyonoprogne concolor
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E = Endemic, N = Near endemic, | = Introduced

Common name
Wire-tailed Swallow
Barn Swallow

Eastern Red-rumped
Swallow
Greenish Warbler

Red-vented Bulbul
Lesser Whitethroat
Yellow-eyed Babbler
Indian White-eye
Puff-throated Babbler
Brown-cheeked Fulvetta
Large Grey Babbler
Jungle Babbler
Velvet-fronted Nuthatch
Indian Pied Myna
Brahminy Starling

Bank Myna

Common Myna

Indian Robin

Oriental Magpie-Robin
White-rumped Shama
Asian Brown Flycatcher
Verditer Flycatcher
Tickell's Blue Flycatcher
Taiga Flycatcher

Black Redstart

Pied Bush Chat
Siberian Stonechat
Brown Rock Chat
Thick-billed Flowerpecker
Purple Sunbird

Scientific name
Hirundo smithii
Hirundo rustica
Cecropis daurica

Phylloscopus trochiloides
Pycnonotus cafer
Curruca curruca
Chrysomma sinense
Zosterops palpebrosus
Pellorneum ruficeps
Alcippe poioicephala
Argya malcolmi

Argya striata

Sitta frontalis

Gracupica contra
Sturnia pagodarum
Acridotheres ginginianus
Acridotheres tristis
Copsychus fulicatus
Copsychus saularis
Copsychus malabaricus
Muscicapa dauurica
Eumyias thalassinus
Cyomnis tickelliae
Ficedula albicilla
Phoenicurus ochruros
Saxicola caprata
Saxicola maurus
Oenanthe fusca
Pachyglossa agilis
Cinnyris asiaticus
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E = Endemic, N = Near endemic, | = Introduced

Common name
Scaly-breasted Munia
White-rumped Munia
Tricoloured Munia

Red Avadavat
Yellow-throated Sparrow
House Sparrow

Grey Wagtail

Western Yellow Wagtail
White-browed Wagtail
White Wagtail
Long-billed Pipit
Paddyfield Pipit

Tree Pipit

Mammals

Common name
Rhesus Macaque
Bengal Sacred Langur
Indian Palm Squirrel
Indian Flying Fox
Northern Red Muntjac
Chital

Barasingha

Sambar

Gaur

Nilgai

Blackbuck

Deccan Chinkara
Eurasian Wild Boar

Scientific name
Lonchura punctulata
Lonchura striata
Lonchura malacca
Amandava amandava
Gymnoris xanthocollis
Passer domesticus
Motacilla cinerea
Motacilla flava

Motacilla maderaspatensis

Motacilla alba
Anthus similis
Anthus rufulus
Anthus trivialis

Scientific name
Macaca mutatta
Semnopithecus entellus
Funambulus palmarum
Pteropus medius
Muntiacus vaginalis
AXis axis

Rucervus duvaucelii
Rusa unicolor

Bos gaurus

Boselaphus tragocamelus

Antilope cervicapra
Gazella bennettii
Sus scrofa
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Common name
Leopard

Tiger

Jungle Cat
Ruddy Mongoose
Dhole

Golden Jackal
Sloth Bear

Reptiles & amphibians

Common name
Marsh Crocodile
Indian Flapshell Turtle
Indian Desert Monitor
Oriental Garden Lizard
Checkered Keelback
Common Bronzeback
Bull frog

Indian Toad

House Gecko

Butterflies

Common name

Lime Swallowtail
Common Rose
Common Jezebel
Tawny Coster
Three-spot Grass Yellow

Scientific name
Panthera pardus
Panthera tigris
Felis chaus

Urva smithii
Cuon alpinus
Canis aureus
Melursus ursinus

Scientific name
Crocodylus palustris
Lissemys punctata

Varanus griseus koniecznyi

Calotes versicolor
Xenochrophis piscator
Dendrelaphis tristis
Hoplobatrachus tigerinus
Duttaphrynus parietalis
Hemidactylus frenatus

Scientific name
Papilio demoleus
Pachliopta aristolochiae
Delias eucharis

Acraea terpsicore
Eurema blanda
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Tiger Marathon

Tour Report
November 2025
Common name Scientific name 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Common Mormon Papilio polytes
Common Sailor Neptis hylas V4
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