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Just Tigers! Tour Report

Tour participants: Yusuf Rizvi (leader) with four Naturetrek clients

Introduction

This report commences with the Just Tigers! Tour, which ran from 11th to 23rd January with four members
and was led by Yusuf. Two group members then stayed on for the Chambal and Bharatpur Extension, which
continued till 26th January and was also led by Yusuf.

Day 1 Friday 11th January

In flight to India

The tour started with an overnight flight from the UK to India

Day 2 Saturday 12th January

Delhi - Sultanpur

The flight landed on time at Indira Gandhi International Airport, Delhi, where Yusuf met the group. Within
ten minutes we reached our hotel, the Holiday Inn. We met again at about noon to go to Sultanpur Bird

Sanctuary.

After one and a half hout’s drive we reached Sultanpur and saw lots of good birds including egrets, herons,
Painted Stork, Glossy and Black-headed Ibises, Eurasian Wigeon, Common Pochard and Ferruginous Duck.
Our raptor sightings included Eastern Imperial Eagle.

Back at the hotel we had a briefing about the next day’s programme.

Day 3 Sunday 13th January

Delhi — Flight to Jabalpur

We left the hotel at about 8am to catch flight to Jabalpur which took about two hours. We went to a hotel in
Jabalpur to freshen up and have lunch. Post lunch we continued our road trip to Kanha, arriving at around
6pm. Everyone was tired after a long day travelling, and it was going to be a dawn start tomorrow, so we
decided to meet directly for an early dinner. Yusuf briefed the group about the next day’s programme before

we retired for the night.

Day 4 Monday 14th January

Kanha National Park

The day started with an early morning wake-up call at 5:15 am. It was quite a cold and foggy morning, but
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after some hot beverages we were ready for our first safari in Kanha. We saw a few interesting animal tracks
including Tiger and very fresh tracks of a Sloth Bear, and after following the tracks we got lucky with a Sloth
Bear sighting. This male sloth bear was cleatly in his prime as he had healthy looking coat and was a very

good size.

After lunch we went to the Kisli zone and it was initially a little quiet this afternoon, although we saw a
Sambar, some Spotted Deer and a few pug marks. Later during the drive we went down a hill and while we
were watching a Sambar we heard the distress calls of Spotted Deer. We drove quickly to the spot but the
calls stopped. After waiting for a while we drove further to check out the area around a track junction and as
soon as we arrived we saw a few vehicles already present, and everyone on those vehicles seemed to be very
excited. We took our position and soon saw a young Tiger. The Tiger was on the road just for a minute
before he moved into the undergrowth, and we then watched him for a good 15 minutes while he stood in a

slightly open patch before disappearing into the thickets.

Back at the lodge we met later for the checklist and drinks, followed by dinner.

This morning was very cold again, but after some hot drinks we went for our morning safari. We saw quite a
few interesting birds including Little Cormorant, Lesser Whistling Ducks, Lesser Golden-backed
Woodpecker, Green Sandpiper, Jungle Owlet, Crested Hawk-Eagle and Red and Yellow Wattled Lapwings.

We also saw quite a few mammals including Gaur, Sambar, Swamp Deer and Jackal.

Our afternoon drive was similar but also included sightings of Indian Vulture. We also heard a few distress

calls but did not see any predators.

In the evening we met for the checklist which was followed by dinner.

Today was the first day of the Tiger census so the park would not be open to visitors until 8:45am, so we
decided to go birding first thing in the morning, meeting for a 7.00am start. It was quite cold again, and most
of the birds stayed well hidden, but we did see Nutmeg Mannikins, Coppersmith Barbet, Black-hooded
Oriole, Ashy Drongo, White Wagtails and Indian Pond Herons, before we came back for hot breakfast at the

lodge with rest of the group before going out for our safari.

In the afternoon, after lunch, we met for a birding cum village walk and visited the local market which gave

an interesting insight into the food and culture of this part of India. We saw quite a few birds on the walk




including Common Myna, Brahminy Starling, Coppersmith Barbet and House Sparrow.

In the evening we met for checklist, which was followed by a delicious dinner.

The morning was a very cold again, and Yusuf and Geoff met at 7am before going out birding. We saw
White Wagtails, White-browed Wagtail, Tree Pipits and Little Cormorant. We joined the others at the

breakfast table and post-breakfast we went for our morning drive.

Today we were going to the Mukki zone. It was quite an interesting drive, and on the way we saw a lot of pug
marks, so clearly there had been a lot of Tiger movement the previous night and eatly in the morning. We
met some people on the way going towards the Kisli zone from Mukki, and we were informed that there had
been a sighting of a Tigress in Mukki and she had been seen crossing the main road. We tried to anticipate
her movements and we decided to try to intercept her near a water hole. We reached a suitable spot and saw a
few vehicles lined up already. After a while the guide in one of the vehicles saw the Tigress coming towards
the road where we were waiting. We positioned our vehicle accordingly and within a few minutes she
appeared from the undergrowth. Jaki, Hazel, Kay and Geoff all were very happy to see the Tigress up close.
Our driver quickly reversed the vehicle and we followed her for a short distance before she vanished into the
thickets.

In the afternoon safari we got lucky with another Tiger sighting, and this time it was a dominant male. While
driving we saw that people in the vehicle in front of us were taking pictures and we realised that a Tiger was
walking towards us, so we positioned our vehicle and we were thrilled to watch him patrolling his territory. He
was walking on the road under the canopy of Sal trees with the sunlight filtering through the trees giving a
good photographic opportunity. Within a few minutes we saw him disappear in the undergrowth, so
anticipating his movements we drove onto another parallel road and waited near a fire break where we
expected him to emerge. While waiting we saw an Asian Paradise Flycatcher perching on weed stems close to
the ground, giving us a great view of this beautiful bird. After waiting for a while we decided to check a little
further along the road as far as the next junction. When we returned the alarm calls started and the Tiger
came out and quickly crossed the road a little further ahead, before being lost to view. We decided to try to
intercept him on another parallel road and this time we saw and photographed him. He crossed the road
again into the undergrowth, and after a while we again intercepted him on another road before he finally

disappeared for good.

After a very successful day we enjoyed our evening meal back at the lodge, and after doing our checklist and

going over the next day’s plans we retired to bed very happy.




This morning was cold again as Geoff and Yusuf went for their usual birding session. We saw a few
interesting birds like Greater Racket-tailed Drongo, and Lesser Golden-backed Woodpecker. We met the
others at breakfast time before going for our morning safari. First of all we saw two bull Gaurs. There were a
few pug marks but initially no distress calls. Later there were a few distress calls and when we reached the
spot we saw langurs giving alarm calls and Yusuf said it could be for a Leopard. After a few minutes a
Leopard ran across behind our vehicle, but unfortunately it was only seen by our driver.

After lunch we went out again, but it was very quiet, although we saw a few birds, Swamp Deer and a Wild

Boat.

In the evening we did the checklist followed by delightful dinner.

We had a good birding session this morning, seeing a few Black-hooded Orioles, White, White-browed and
Grey Wagtails to name a few. After breakfast we went for our morning safari and saw a few interesting birds
at the park gate including Verditer Flycatcher, Yellow-crowned Woodpecker, Jungle Owlet and Jerdon’s and
Golden-fronted Leafbirds. On the drive we saw a few tracks but heard no alarm calls. While exploring we saw
a Sloth Bear coming out into the open. He must have been on the look out for some food, moving in and out
of the undergrowth, his coat shining in the bright sunlight. After a few minutes he vanished into the bushes
and was lost from sight. Everyone was so happy to have this sighting, and a little further on we saw a Jackal

feeding on a Spotted Deer carcass and a Crested Hawk-eagle waiting for its turn to feed.

In the afternoon we also saw a few birds, and in the evening we did the checklist followed by dinner.

It was a little cold this morning for our last drive in the park. After the morning birding session we went for
our safari, which due to time constraints we had to cut short by about 45 minutes, yet we were lucky enough
to find a Tigress. On reaching Mukki we saw some pug marks and while exploring the area we heard the
alarm calls of Spotted Deer, and soon afterwards we saw a Tigress in the thickets. A short time later we saw
the Tigress on the road so we followed her for a short distance. She seemed to be a little unsettled and we
wondered whether she might be looking for her cubs, so we decided to leave her when she went back into

the undergrowth. Everyone was of course very excited to see the Tigress on our last drive.




Just Tigers! Tour Report

Back at the lodge we had enough time to clean up and change, pay our extras bills and say good bye to the
hospitable lodge staff. We drove to Jabalpur to catch our overnight train to Agra taking our packed lunches
with us. We reached Jabalpur in time and after some tea and coffee at a motel we went the station which was

just a minute’s drive from the motel. We boarded the train with a packed dinner.

Day 11 Monday 21th January
Agra

The train reached Agra on time and we were received by our local ground handling agent. We went straight to
our hotel where we went straight for breakfast, and then we went to our rooms to get some rest. We met
again at 1:30 pm after lunch to visit Fatehpur Sikiri. The weather was cloudy and it rained when we reached
Fatehpur Sikiri, but fortunately we had some umbrellas with us that kept us dry. After reaching the hotel,
Yusuf briefed the group about the next day’s plans.

Day 12 Tuesday 22th January

Agra; visit Taj Mahal; Extension group to Chambal

We woke up quite early as today we were visiting the Taj Mahal at sunrise. It had rained during the night, but
it had cleared up by morning, and we were all excited to see this wonderful monument just as the sun was

coming up.

We came back for breakfast at the hotel, and then checked out and continued our excursion of Agra, first of
all going to see the Baby Taj, followed by lunch and then a visit to Agra Fort. After spending time looking at
the fort we re-grouped and said our goodbyes, as Geoff and Kay went towards Chambal safari lodge to begin
the tour extension, while Jaki & Hazel went with Yusuf to the station to catch the train to Delhi. The train
was on time reachin Delhi at 7:30 pm. And the guests were escorted to the Hotel Holiday Inn for an

overnight stay.

Day 13 Wednesday 23rd January

The main tour came to end and Jaki and Hazel went to the airport in time to catch their flight to Heathrow.

Receive our e-newsletter

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new

dates, tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up.
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Common name

Royal Bengal Tiger
Rhesus Macaque

Common Langur

Ruddy Mongoose

Golden Jackal

Dhole (Asiatic Wild Dog)
Sloth Bear

Indian Tree Shrew

Indian or Black-naped Hare
Three-striped Palm Squirrel
Sambar

Barasingha (Swamp Deer)
Chital (Spotted Deer)
Indian Muntjac (Barking Deer)
Black Buck

Nilgai (Blue Bull)

Gaur

Wild Boar

Little Grebe
Indian Cormorant
Great Cormorant
Little Cormorant
Oriental Darter
Grey Heron
Purple Heron
Great Egret

Scientific name
Panthera tigris tigris
Macaca mulatta

Presbytis entellus
Herpestes smithii

Canis aureus

Cuon alpinus dukhunensis
Merursus ursinus
Anathana ellioti

Lepus nigricollis
Funambulus pennarum
Cervus unicolor

Cervus duvauceli branderi
Cervus axis

Muntiacus muntjak
Antilope cervicapra
Boselaphus tragocamelus
Bos gaurus

Sus scrofa

Tachybaptus ruficollis
Phalacrocorax fuscicollis
Phalacrocorax carbo
Phalacrocorax niger
Anhinga melanogaster
Ardea cinerea

Ardea purpurea

Ardea alba
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24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41

Common name
Intermediate Egret
Little Egret

Indian Pond-heron
Cattle Egret

Painted Stork

Lesser Adjutant
Red-naped Ibis
Glossy Ibis

Eurasian Spoonbill
Lesser Whistling-duck
Ruddy Shelduck
Eurasian Wigeon
Gadwall

Common Teal

Mallard

Northern Pintail
Northern Shoveler
Common Pochard
Ferruginous Duck
Oriental Honey-buzzard
Black-shouldered Kite
Black Kite

Egyptian Vulture
Indian Vulture
Crested Serpent-eagle
Eastern Imperial Eagle
Montagu's Harrier
Shikra

Crested Hawk-eagle
Red Spurfowl

Red Junglefowl

Indian Peafowl

White-breasted Waterhen

Scientific name
Egretta intermedia
Egretta garzetta
Ardeola grayii
Bubulcus ibis
Mycteria leucocephala
Leptoptilos javanicus
Pseudibis papillosa
Plegadis falcinellus
Platalea leucorodia
Dendrocygna javanica
Tadorna ferruginea
Anas penelope

Anas strepera

Anas crecca

Anas platyrhynchos
Anas acuta

Anas clypeata

Aythya ferina

Aythya nyroca

Pernis ptilorhynchus
Elanus caeruleus
Milvus migrans
Neophron percnopterus
Gyps indicus

Spilornis cheela

Circus pygargus
Accipiter badius
Nisaetus cirrhatus
Galloperdix spadicea
Gallus gallus

Pavo cristatus
Amaurornis phoenicurus
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43
44
45
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48
49
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53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74

Common name
Purple Swamphen
Common Moorhen
Common Coot
Black-winged Stilt
Yellow-wattled Lapwing
Red-wattled Lapwing
White-tailed Lapwing
Green Sandpiper
Wood Sandpiper

Ruff

Brown-headed Gull
River Tern

Common Pigeon
Oriental Turtle Dove
Eurasian Collared Dove
Spotted Dove
Laughing Dove

Yellow-footed Green Pigeon

Alexandrine Parakeet
Rose-ringed Parakeet
Plum-headed Parakeet
Sirkeer Malkoha
Southern Coucal
Indian Scops-owl
Jungle Owlet

Little Swift

Crested Treeswift
Common Kingfisher

White-throated Kingfisher

Green Bee-eater
Indian Roller
Eurasian Hoopoe
Indian Grey Hornbill

Scientific name
Porphyrio porphyrio
Gallinula chloropus
Fulica atra

Himantopus himantopus
Vanellus malabaricus
Vanellus indicus
Vanellus leucurus
Tringa ochropus

Tringa glareola
Philomachus pugnax
Larus brunnicephalus
Sterna aurantia
Columba livia
Streptopelia orientalis
Streptopelia decaocto
Streptopelia chinensis
Streptopelia senegalensis
Treron phoenicoptera
Psittacula eupatria
Psittacula krameri
Psittacula cyanocephala
Phaenicophaeus leschenaultii
Centropus {sinensis } parroti
Otus bakkamoena
Glaucidium radiatum
Apus affinis

Hemiprocne coronata
Alcedo atthis

Halcyon smyrnensis
Merops orientalis
Coracias benghalensis
Upupa epops

Ocyceros birostris

NENENEN

< s

13

AN NN

14

AN

ANENENENEN

15

AN

NNANENEN

16

RSN

ANENENEN

NN

January
17

NN

AN

AN NN

18

19

NN

< NENENENEN

Q

ANENENENEN

20

N

NSANANENAN

21

22

AN NN

<




75
76
7
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107

Common name
Brown-headed Barbet
Coppersmith Barbet
Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker
Yellow-crowned Woodpecker
Lesser Goldenback
White-naped Woodpecker
Barn Swallow
Red-rumped Swallow
Streak-throated Swallow
White Wagtail
White-browed Wagtall
Citrine Wagtail

Yellow Wagtail

Grey Wagtail

Paddyfield Pipit

Tree Pipit

Large Cuckoo-shrike
Black-winged Cuckoo-shrike
Small Minivet

Long-tailed Minivet
Scarlet Minivet
Red-vented Bulbul
Golden-fronted Leafbird
Common lora
Blue-capped Rock-thrush
Orange-headed Thrush
Zitting Cisticola
Grey-breasted Prinia
Ashy Prinia

Plain Prinia

Common Tailorbird
Hume's Leaf Warbler
Greenish Warbler

Scientific name
Megalaima zeylanica
Megalaima haemacephala

Dendrocopos moluccensis nanus

Dendrocopos mahrattensis
Dinopium benghalense
Chrysocolaptes festivus
Hirundo rustica

Cecropis daurica
Petrochelidon fluvicola
Motacilla alba

Motacilla madaraspatensis
Motacilla citreola

Motacilla flava

Motacilla cinerea

Anthus rufulus

Anthus trivialis

Coracina macei

Coracina melaschistos
Pericrocotus cinnamomeus
Pericrocotus ethologus
Pericrocotus flammeus
Pycnonotus cafer
Chloropsis aurifrons
Aegithina tiphia

Monticola cinclorhynchus
Zoothera citrina

Cisticola juncidis

Prinia hodgsonii

Prinia socialis

Prinia inornata
Orthotomus sutorius
Phylloscopus humei
Phylloscopus trochiloides
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114
115
116
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121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140

Common name
Lesser Whitethroat
Asian Brown Flycatcher
Taiga Flycatcher
Ultramarine Flycatcher
Verditer Flycatcher
Tickell's Blue-flycatcher

Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher

Bluethroat

Oriental Magpie-robin
White-rumped Shama
Black Redstart

Siberian Stonechat
Black-naped Monarch
Asian Paradise-flycatcher
Puff-throated Babbler
Indian Scimitar-babbler
Tawny-bellied Babbler
Large Grey Babbler
Jungle Babbler
Brown-cheeked Fulvetta
Great Tit

Indian Nuthatch

Purple Sunbird

Oriental White-eye
Eurasian Golden Oriole
Black-hooded Oriole
Isabelline Shrike
Long-tailed Shrike
Common Woodshrike
Black Drongo

Ashy Drongo
White-bellied Drongo
Greater Racket-tailed Drongo

Scientific name
Sylvia curruca
Muscicapa dauurica
Ficedula albicilla
Ficedula superciliaris
Eumyias thalassina
Cyornis tickelliae
Culicicapa ceylonensis
Luscinia svecica
Copsychus saularis
Copsychus malabaricus
Phoenicurus ochruros
Saxicola maurus
Hypothymis azurea
Terpsiphone paradisi
Pellorneum ruficeps
Pomatorhinus horsfieldii
Dumetia hyperythra
Turdoides malcolmi
Turdoides striatus
Alcippe poioicephala
Parus major

Sitta castanea
Cinnyris asiaticus
Zosterops palpebrosus
Oriolus oriolus

Oriolus xanthornus
Lanius isabellinus
Lanius schach
Tephrodornis pondicerianus
Dicrurus macrocercus
Dicrurus leucophaeus
Dicrurus caerulescens
Dicrurus paradiseus
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141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151

Common name
Rufous Treepie
House Crow

Indian Jungle Crow
Bank Myna
Common Myna
Asian Pied Starling
Chestnut-tailed Starling
Brahminy Starling
House Sparrow
Red Avadavat
Nutmeg Mannikin

Other fauna

1

Indian Flapshell Turtle

Social Media

We’re sociall Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new tours, offers and exciting sightings and

Scientific name
Dendrocitta vagabunda
Corvus splendens
Corvus {macrorhynchos}culminatus
Acridotheres ginginianus
Acridotheres tristis
Gracupica contra
Sturnia malabarica
Temenuchus pagodarum
Passer domesticus
Amandava amandava
Lonchura punctulata

Lissemys punctata

photos from our recently returned holidays.
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