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Tour participants: Yusuf Rizvi (leader) with five Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Friday 4th November  

In flight to India 

The tour started with an overnight flight from the UK to India 

Day 2 Saturday 5th November  

Delhi - Sultanpur 

The flight landed on time at Indira Gandhi International Airport, Delhi, where Yusuf  met the group. Within 
ten-minute we reached our hotel, the Pullman in the aero city. After the check-in formality, we met again at 1:15 
pm to go to Sultanpur Bird Sanctuary.  
 
After one and a half  hour’s drive we reached Sultanpur and saw lots of  good birds including egrets, herons, 
Painted Stork, Black-headed Ibises, Eurasian Wigeon, Common Pochard, Ferruginous Pochard, Purple 
Swamphen, Common Moorhen and Common Coot. We also had a good sighting of  Eastern Imperial Eagle  
 
Back at the hotel we had a briefing about next day’s programme. 

Day 3 Sunday 6th November 

Delhi – overnight train to Jabalpur 

We left the hotel about 8:30 am for Sightseeing which included Qutub Minar and Humayun’s tomb. After the 
sightseeing we went to the restaurant to have lunch, Post lunch we went to the railway station to board the 
overnight train to Jabalpur,  
 
Day 4 Monday 7th November 

Kanha National Park 

Next day morning the train reached Jabalpur at around 8:15 where our drivers were waiting for us. On the way 
we stopped at Narmada Jackson hotel in Jabalpur to freshen up and had Breakfast. Post lunch we continued 
our road trip to Kanha. We reached Kanha at around 1:30 pm. Post check in and lunch, we went for our first 
safari. We went to the kisli zone, where we saw some interesting birds and endemic Hard Ground Swamp Deer 
(Barasingha). In the evening we met again to do the checklist and Yusuf  briefed the guests about the next day’s 
program. 

 



Just Tigers! Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek      3 
 

Day 5 Tuesday 8th November 

Kanha National Park 

The day started with early morning wakeup call at 4:45 am. Morning was quite cold and foggy. After some hot 
beverages, we went for our Second safari in Kanha zone. We saw some interesting birds on the way close to the 
first waterhole, it was a flock of  Great Egrets and Lesser Whistling Ducks. We also saw herds of  Spotted Deer 
and Swamp Deer in misty grasslands we also saw the Golden Jackals, Gaur and Wild Boar including morning 
and afternoon drives. 
 
Back at the lodge we met later for the checklist and drinks, followed by dinner. 

Day 6 Wednesday 9th November 

Kanha National Park 

We met in the morning at the reception area to leave for our game drive. We saw quite a few birds including 
Red-wattled Lapwing, Yellow-wattled Lapwing, Red Jungle Fowl ,White-rumped and Indian Vultures to name 
a few. Tiger remained elusive but we had a Fabolous sighting of a male Sloth Bear foraging close to the dirt 
track. In the afternoon the Tiger reserved was closed, so we decided to do birding walk outside the lodge, it 
turned out to be a mixed walk, we saw some interesting spiders like a Signature Spider, Orb Web Spiders, Ruddy 
Marsh Hawks, Wandering Gliders and Indian Pond Heron etc.  

In the evening we met for the checklist, which was followed by a delightful dinner. 

Day 7 Thursday 10th November 

Kanha National Park 
 
We met at the reception at around 5:30 am. Today we were going to Mukki zone. It was a long drive, we reached 
Mukki zone and saw some fresh pug mark of  the Tiger. As we went ahead, we got the news that there were 
two Tigers in the vicinity. We heard a few distress calls of  Sambar and went to check. Unfortunately the calls 
stopped, so we went back to where we anticipated we might get a sighting. As we drove on a little further, we 
saw the Tigress sitting in the undergrowth close to the road. After just a minute, she decided to come out on 
the road and started walking. We were in a very good position and all the group had the chance to take some 
photos. She then went into the thickets and disappeared. Anticipating the movement, we decided to drive 
further and position our vehicle in readiness. After wating for about 15 minutes, the Tigress reappeared from 
the woodland patch and brushed passed our vehicle. She was marking her territory and again went into the 
bushes and disappeared. We decided check other areas, we came across a place were there were fanatic alarm 
calls of  Langurs, which stopped after a while. Then we decided to go back and check upon the Tigress we left 
in the Sal patch. As we reached the spot were we last saw her. We got the news that she had crossed to the other 
side of  the track.  We saw her come out of  the undergrowth and she walked towards the water stream and 



Just Tigers! Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek      4 
 

crossed underneath the bridge where all the jeeps were parked. On the way back we saw a lone Asiatic Wild 
Dog (Dhole). It was a fantastic morning with our first Tiger sighting. 
 
In the evening, we were blessed with yet another Tiger sighting - this time it was a huge male. He was initially 
in the bamboo thickets then crossed the road close to our vehicle. 
 
Evening at the lodge, we called it a night after checklist and scrumptious dinner. 

Day 8 Friday 11th November  

Kanha National Park 

We started our morning drive at the usual time of  5:30 am. Today we went to the Kanha zone.  On the way we 
saw some interesting tracks of  Tigers and Sloth Bear, as we reached Sheller Hide road, we saw a few jeeps lined 
up and the people in those jeeps we trying to find something in the grassland. It was yet another sighting for 
us. We spotted our third Tigress in the grassland edge, close to a dead tree. In a few minutes the Tigress jumped 
and climbed up the dead tree for territory marking. We saw her rubbing her neck on the tree trunk as if  she is 
hugging the tree. She was on the tree for a few minutes then she got down and started walking towards Sheller 
hides. We quickly reversed our vehicle to position it to get a vantage point. She then appeared again where we 
had parked our vehicle. In the meantime mahouts came to check on the Tigress and she got disturbed and ran 
across the road and vanished into the bushes.  
  
Post lunch, we went for safari again but no luck with the Tiger sightings although we did see some tracks. On 
the way, we stopped at a camp for a loo break, suddenly Janet spotted a Sloth Bear around 30 meters away. As 
she shouted “Sloth Bear!”, the bear turned and ran into the bushes. 
 
In the evening we did the checklist followed by dinner. 

Day 9 Saturday 12th November 

Kanha National Park 

It was windy and quite cold in the morning. We saw quite a few interesting birds including Racket-tailed 
Drongos, Treepies, Alexandrine Parakeet, Rose-ringed Parakeet and Grey Hornbills. We also saw Hard Ground 
Swamp Deer, Spotted Deer, Sambar, Gaur and Wild Boar to name a few. The striped cat remained elusive. 

We finished the day in the usual way, meeting for the checklist followed by dinner. 
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Day 10 Sunday 13th November 

Kanha National Park  

Today was George and Tam’s wedding anniversary, Yusuf informed the resort people to prepare a cake for the 
evening. We went for our morning drive to Sarai zone of Kanha Tiger Reserve, we saw a some birds like White-
rumped Vulture, Indian Vulture, Great Egret , Intermediate Egret, Pygmy Cotton Goose and Crested Serpent 
Eagle to name a few. Post lunch we went for afternoon safari but did not spot any predators.  

In the evening we had a private dinner setup in the tent dining area, we did the checklist and had a surprise 
cake cutting ceremony for George and Tam. After the special dinner we called it a night. 

Day 11 Monday 14th November 

Kanha to overnight train to Agra 

Today was our last safari. Today we were going to the Mukki zone again. With lots of anticipation we reached 
Mukki zone and saw some Tiger tracks and also heard alarm calls of the Sambar. We drove quickly to the area 
where we thought the calls must have come from and we saw some Sambar and suddenly we herd a few distress 
calls of Spotted Deer, coming from a close distance. Reaching the spot, we saw the Spotted Deer but the 
predator had moved on. After waiting for a few minutes, we decided to check other areas, we heard a few 
distress calls but Tiger remained elusive. 

Back at the lodge we had enough time to clean and change and settle our bills. Post lunch at around 1:45 we 
left for Jabalpur to catch our overnight train to Agra. We reached Jabalpur in time to catch the overnight train 
to Agra. The train was on time but got 30 minutes delayed on the way to Agra. 

Day 12                  Tuesday 15th November 

Agra; visit Taj Mahal; Extension group to Bharatpur 

We reached Agra at around 8 am in the morning. Our ground handling agent was waiting for us at the platform. 
We drove straight to our hotel Cristal Sarovar to freshen up and to have breakfast. Post breakfast we met our 
cultural guide PK and we went to see The Taj Mahal, everyone was excited to see the glorious monument. After 
the taj we decided to visit baby taj and then lunch in a restaurant in Agra. Lunch was delightful. Post lunch we 
visited Agra Fort. The guests were mesmerised with the architecture. After Agra Fort, we departed our ways as 
George and Tam were going for their private extension and Yusuf with David, Janet and Lois went to the Agra 
station to catch our train to Delhi. We reached Delhi in two hours and were welcomed by our ground handling 
agent. We drove straight to the Pullman Hotel in the aero city, Where Yusuf helped the guests with check-in 
formality. Yusuf briefed the guests about the next day’s plan. 
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Day 13               Wednesday 16th November 
 

The Main tour came to end, Yusuf met the guest at Pullman hotel at around 8:00 am and escorted the guest 

to the airport in time to catch their flight to Heathrow. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 
Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, tour reports 
and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

Social Media 
We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new tours, 

offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
 

 

 

 
 

Rhesus Macaque by George Cox 
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Species lists 

Birds (H = Heard only) 

  November 2022 
Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Indian Cormorant  Phalacrocorax 

fuscicollis 
✓                   

Great Cormorant   Phalacrocorax carbo ✓                   

Little Cormorant  Phalacrocorax niger ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     
Purple Heron   Ardea purpurea ✓                   

Great Egret   Ardea alba ✓           ✓   ✓ ✓ 
Intermediate Egret   Egretta intermedia ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 
Little Egret   Egretta garzetta ✓ ✓         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Indian Pond-heron  Ardeola grayii       ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   
Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ 
Painted Stork  Mycteria leucocephala ✓                   
Asian Openbill  Anastomus oscitans ✓                   

Black Stork  Ciconia nigra       ✓     ✓       
Black-headed Ibis  Threskiornis 

melanocephalus 
✓                   

Red-naped Ibis  Pseudibis papillosa       ✓             
Lesser Whistling-duck  Dendrocygna javanica       ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 
Cotton Pygmy-goose   Nettapus 

coromandelianus 
      ✓         ✓   

Gadwall  Mareca strepera ✓               ✓   

Ferruginous Duck  Aythya nyroca ✓                   
Common Teal   Anas crecca ✓                   

Spot-billed Duck   Anas poecilorhyncha ✓                   

Northern Pintail  Anas acuta ✓                   
Black Kite   Milvus migrans ✓ ✓                 

White-rumped Vulture  Gyps bengalensis     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Indian  Vulture  Gyps indicus       ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Red-headed Vulture  Sarcogyps calvus               ✓     

Crested Serpent-eagle   Spilornis cheela         ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   
Shikra   Accipiter badius               ✓     

Eastern Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca ✓                   
Crested  Hawk-eagle   Nisaetus cirrhatus                 ✓   

Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Indian Peafowl  Pavo cristatus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Purple Swamphen   Porphyrio porphyrio ✓                   

Common Moorhen   Gallinula chloropus ✓                   
Common Coot   Fulica atra ✓                   

Yellow-wattled 
Lapwing  

Vanellus malabaricus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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  November 2022 
Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Red-wattled Lapwing   Vanellus indicus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus           ✓ ✓ ✓     

Common Pigeon   Columba livia ✓ ✓                 
Oriental Turtle Dove   Streptopelia orientalis       ✓       ✓ ✓   

Eurasian Collared 
Dove   

Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓     ✓           

Spotted Dove   Streptopelia chinensis       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Yellow-footed Green 
Pigeon   

Treron phoenicoptera       ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Alexandrine Parakeet   Psittacula eupatria     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Rose-ringed Parakeet   Psittacula krameri ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 
Plum-headed 
Parakeet  

Psittacula 
cyanocephala 

      ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

Common Hawk-
cuckoo   

Cuculus varius       ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Southern Coucal   Centropus {sinensis } 
parroti 

✓     ✓ ✓           

Indian Scops-owl   Otus bakkamoena         ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

Jungle Owlet   Glaucidium radiatum       ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   
Crested Treeswift  Hemiprocne coronata             ✓   ✓   

Common Kingfisher   Alcedo atthis                 ✓   

White-throated 
Kingfisher   

Halcyon smyrnensis ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Green Bee-eater   Merops orientalis       ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Indian Roller   Coracias benghalensis     ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Eurasian Hoopoe   Upupa epops       ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Indian Grey Hornbill  Ocyceros birostris     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ 
Malabar Pied-hornbill  Anthracoceros 

coronatus 
              ✓ ✓   

Brown-headed Barbet   Megalaima zeylanica               ✓     
Coppersmith Barbet   Megalaima 

haemacephala 
            ✓ ✓     

Lesser Goldenback   Dinopium 
benghalense 

      ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

White-naped 
Woodpecker   

Chrysocolaptes 
festivus 

          ✓         

Barn Swallow   Hirundo rustica               ✓     

Wire-tailed Swallow   Hirundo smithii       ✓       ✓     
Grey Wagtail   Motacilla cinerea       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 
Paddyfield Pipit   Anthus rufulus       ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   

Tree Pipit   Anthus trivialis       ✓             
Large Cuckoo-shrike   Coracina macei       ✓ ✓   ✓       

Scarlet Minivet   Pericrocotus flammeus       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   
Red-vented Bulbul   Pycnonotus cafer ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Blue-winged Leafbird   Chloropsis 

cochinchinensis 
        ✓           
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  November 2022 
Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Golden-fronted 
Leafbird   

Chloropsis aurifrons       ✓             

Orange-headed 
Thrush   

Zoothera citrina                 ✓   

Zitting Cisticola   Cisticola juncidis               ✓     

Plain Prinia   Prinia inornata ✓       ✓   ✓       
Common Tailorbird   Orthotomus sutorius         ✓           

Common Chiffchaff   Phylloscopus collybita           ✓         

Tickell's Blue-
flycatcher   

Cyornis tickelliae       ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

Oriental Magpie-robin   Copsychus saularis ✓     ✓   ✓     ✓   

White-rumped Shama   Copsychus 
malabaricus 

          ✓   ✓     

Indian Robin   Saxicoloides fulicata       ✓         ✓   
Black Redstart   Phoenicurus ochruros       ✓             

Pied Bushchat   Saxicola caprata             ✓ ✓     

Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maurus     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓       
Black-naped Monarch   Hypothymis azurea         ✓           

Yellow-eyed Babbler   Chrysomma sinense             ✓       
Jungle Babbler   Turdoides striatus ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Great Tit   Parus major                 ✓   

Velvet-fronted 
Nuthatch   

Sitta frontalis         ✓           

Purple Sunbird   Cinnyris asiaticus ✓                   
Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparrajai         ✓           

Thick-billed 
Flowerpecker   

Dicaeum agile                 ✓   

Eurasian Golden 
Oriole   

Oriolus oriolus         ✓     ✓ ✓   

Black-hooded Oriole   Oriolus xanthornus       ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   
Brown Shrike   Lanius cristatus             ✓       

Long-tailed Shrike   Lanius schach ✓         ✓ ✓ ✓     
Black Drongo   Dicrurus macrocercus ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Ashy Drongo   Dicrurus leucophaeus             ✓       

White-bellied Drongo   Dicrurus caerulescens       ✓ ✓     ✓     
Greater Racket-tailed 
Drongo   

Dicrurus paradiseus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Rufous Treepie   Dendrocitta 
vagabunda 

      ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

House Crow   Corvus splendens ✓ ✓ ✓               
Indian Jungle Crow   Corvus 

{macrorhynchos}culmi
natus 

      ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Bank Myna  Acridotheres 
ginginianus 

✓                   

Common Myna   Acridotheres tristis ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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  November 2022 
Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Chestnut-shouldered 
Petronia   

Petronia xanthocollis             ✓       

Red Avadavat   Amandava amandava ✓                   

White-rumped Munia   Lonchura striata             ✓ ✓     
Nutmeg Mannikin   Lonchura punctulata         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Black-headed Munia   Lonchura malacca             ✓ ✓     

 

Mammals 

 
  November 2022 
Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Royal Bengal Tiger  Panthera tigris tigris            ✓ ✓       

Rhesus Macaque Macaca mulatta ✓ ✓ ✓               
Common Langur Presbytis entellus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Common Mangoose  Herpestes edwardsi   ✓                 
Ruddy Mongoose  Herpestes smithii         ✓     ✓     

Golden Jackal  Canis aureus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Dhole (Asiatic Wild Dog)  Cuon alpinus 

dukhunensis 
          ✓         

Sloth Bear  Merursus ursinus         ✓   ✓       
Three-striped Palm 
Squirrel 

Funambulus pennarum ✓ ✓         ✓       

Five-striped Palm 
Squirrel 

Funambulus pennanti   ✓                 

Sambar Cervus unicolor     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Barasingha (Swamp 
Deer) 

Cervus duvauceli 
branderi 

    ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Chital (Spotted Deer) Cervus axis     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Indian Muntjac (Barking 
Deer) 

Muntiacus muntjak             ✓   ✓   

Black Buck Antilope cervicapra     ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓     
Nilgai (Blue Bull) Boselaphus 

tragocamelus 
✓     ✓       ✓     

Gaur Bos gaurus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   
Wild Boar Sus scrofa     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

 


