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Report compiled by Lester Perera 

Tour Leader: Lester Perera 

Tour participants: Mr C & Mrs T Bain, Mr J & Mrs S Melling, Mr A Coutts, Mr P Marchant, Mr J Towers 

 

Day 1 - 2  Saturday 18th - Sunday 19th November 

The arrival was on schedule, after having attended to the encashment of currency we proceeded to the St. Marks 
Hotel in the centre of Bangalore city, as the traffic was heavy it took us approximately 45 minutes to get there. 
The traffic was indicative of this city’s bustling economy, mainly due to its software industry.  

Day 3  Monday 20th November 

We left the hotel with our driver Ajith who was to remain with us throughout the tour. It was approximately 
7.30am when we left, so that we could beat the city traffic; we saw many Black kites, of which Paul had 
photographed while at the hotel. White throated Kingfisher was a common bird seen while on the drive. 
 
A body of water by the road side yielded some good species, such as Black Ibis (8), Bronze winged Jacana (2), 
Painted Storks, Purple Grey and Pond Herons, Purple Swamp hen as well, but the Booted Eagle was the most 
interesting. Having been seated for a while every one opted for a leg stretch and tea around 10.00am. 
 
We checked in to Hotel Regaalis around 11.30am hoping to visit the sites listed on the itinerary. The Maharajas 
Palace was unmissable, but having to surrender the cameras at the entrance to the palace was regrettable. The 
local guide elaborated on the history behind the palace, the royal family and the on-going battle to retrieve what 
they think is theirs which was very interesting - after having witnessed evidence of the pomp and glory of that 
era, we left the palace to be harassed by the vendors selling their merchandise. The palace grounds and the 
surroundings had large numbers of black kites soaring and perched as well. 
  
 Having done with the palace we proceeded towards Chunmudi Hills, hoping also to see the Brindavan Gardens 
which is considered a great spectacle. Having reached the summit we witnessed the view from above which was 
spectacular. The queues and its devotees with there with intricately arranged baskets of offerings. Little swifts, 
Red trumped Swallows and the Laughing doves of which Paul took many photos were the only notable sightings 
here. 
  
 Having finished at the temple site we proceeded to the site where the sacred rock carving of Nandhi the bull 
was, here John had excellent views of a Blyth’s reed warbler. While descending down the hill we stopped at a 
location so that everyone had views of the city of Mysore and its surroundings. James Paul and John were 
looking for birds but it was James who had sightings of the only Blue capped Rock thrush we saw on the trip. 
While this was happening John and Paul had already spotted a Purple rumped Sunbird male but photographing it 
was another story. Time was catching up and the only other site that could be visited was the St.Phloemena 
Church. The Brindavan Gardens was a long drive so we abandoned the idea, furthermore everyone was looking 
forward to retiring to the hotel. 
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Day 4  Tuesday 21st November 

 After having breakfast, we left the Regaalis Hotel approximately around 7.15am, heading in the direction of 
Nargarhole National Park. After a drive of only half an hour or so a flight of Glossy Ibis made us to get off the 
bus to find some exciting species such as Black Ibis, Yellow Wagtail, Zitting Cisticola, Scaly breasted Munia, And 
some Pond Herons. Further on, in a dried out water body, seven Little Ringed Plovers Black Ibis and a couple of 
White browed wagtails were seen amongst Openbill Storks. There were a couple of Long tailed Shrikes along the 
drive but one perched by the road made us stop so that every one could see and take photos due to its close 
proximity to the vehicle. Another stop was for the only Grey headed Lapwing we had on the tour, further on 
John called out for the vehicle to stop and on the left of the vehicle was an Eastern Marsh Harrier. 
 
We had only entered the Park area when our first Elephant was spotted, a majestic tusker; this eventually became 
a common sight at Nargarhole, not 10 minutes passed when James called out ‘Tiger’, it was likely to be a sub 
adult male wallowing in a puddle, with mud daubed on its hind quarters - the animal was relaxing due to the heat 
which is akin to these majestic beasts. Paul would have taken around 100 or more photos - Susan John Toni and 
Chris along with Andrew may have shared equal number of photos, but most amusing was how Ajith tried to 
take photos using his mobile phone! This was the highlight of the tour and to all of us would be a memorable 
moment in our lives. Having spent close upon one hour  we left in order to check in to Kabini River lodge. 
 
 The bungalow-like colonial structure was reserved for our party - the rooms had that old atmosphere and were 
very clean. Until lunch was served at the restaurant at 1.00pm we surveyed the garden for whatever amused us, 
the Bonnet Macaques managed to get the most of the attention. 
  
Since the program was already pre-planned, we did not object to the boat ride in the Kabini Lake. As requested 
we gathered at the restaurant for a briefing by the organizing officer, mid-way through Toni’s quizzical eyes were 
apparent -upon enquiring I found that she barely understood a word! Having explained what he said, we left on 
the boat at about 4.30pm. Sambar Deer and Spotted Deer were the first mammals we observed with interest. A 
Striped necked Mongoose was also seen from the boat .A Little green Heron on an island caught our attention 
while many other birds such as Oriental Turtle Dove, Orange throated Flycatcher, Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher, 
Stork billed Kingfisher, and Greater Racquet tailed Drongo’s were seen until Susan spotted a Paradise Flycatcher. 
Other interesting birds were Little cormorant, Spot billed Duck, and Grey Jungle fowl. We returned at dusk 
having seen three different lone Tuskers on this cruise in the lake.  
 
Other birds seen were Asian Brown Flycatcher, Black Eagle, and a Juvenile Rufous bellied Eagle over the roof of 
our rooms. 

Day 5  Wednesday 22nd November 

 The Jeep drive and then the spin in the coracle was to some their first, although small in appearance, once in it, 
the coracle is quite spacious. After a late breakfast we strolled around the garden and found a butterfly which we 
identified as a Common Nawab, there were many others of which the Common Wanderer was everywhere. 
 
Prior to lunch four Puff throated Babblers and an Indian Pitta was seen by those who preferred to survey the 
garden furthermore.  
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The evening game drive brought us many birds mainly Malabar Parakeet, Black rumped Flamback, White 
cheeked Barbet, PiedKingfisher (Chris loved this bird) and White rumped Needletail. The Gaur or Indian Bison 
was plentiful, this was probably the first experience of them to some of us. That evening on our return from the 
safari into the compound of the lodge a large owl appeared in the lights of the jeep, a screeching halt and torch 
lights revealed it to be a Mottled Wood Owl. My search for it later on was of no avail. Prior to dinner a film of 
tigers in Nargahole was entertaining.  

Day 6  Thursday 23rd November 

 After having discussed taking the morning boat ride instead of two jeep safaris we boarded the boat around 
6.45am - the specials this morning included a River tern and an Osprey. The regular Spot billed Ducks and 
Herons were seen today too. Prior to lunch the search for the Mottled Wood Owl roost was high on the priority 
list, most of us took to our own separate ways either birding or walking around the lake, shopping at the lodge 
shop for gifts and so on. I, while on my own search for the owl roost, found Susan and John on the same track 
where we observed many butterflies and a skulky Blyth’s Reed Warbler and Eurasian Golden Oriole. Just around 
the corner were the owls, three together! During a span of approximately half an hour everyone was found and 
notified, and Paul spent more time than anyone taking photos of them. 
 
The evening safari was interesting - three Jordon’s Nightjars were seen and all had good views of them. A herd 
of Elephants, large herds of Spotted Deer and Gaur, and common Muntjac or Barking Deer were seen. That 
evening the return to the lodge was late due to the long stay inside the park and the drive back involved listening 
to many Oriental Scopes owls calling but with no sightings.  

Day 7  Friday 24th November 

As the itinerary contained another safari we decided to take the same track taken last evening – but we had very 
few sightings of birds. On our return journey everyone had excellent views of a pair of Greater Flamebacks. 
 
After a late breakfast and preparations for our journey to Ooty we left Kabini River Lodge with many fond and 
exciting memories. While on the way we had some additions to our lists such as Egyptian Vulture, Rufous tailed 
Lark, and a lesser spotted Eagle (Indian Spotted Eagle) in the distance. A bird which appeared at the corner of 
my eye alerted me to ask Ajith to stop the bus, only to witness one of the most beautiful shrikes, the Bay backed 
Shrike. We spent a few moments here but remained in the bus due to the dust and heat. At another stop we once 
again stayed in the bus and observed a Malabar lark on a wire. 
 
Having passed Masinagudy we stopped at a spot where all birders stop to see the Yellow wattled Lapwinga nd 
the White bellied Minivet,we failed with the latter but had some interesting moments with a Booted Warbler, 
Indian Silverbill , Chestnut shouldered Petronia (Yellow throated Sparrow) Brown capped woodpecker, Purple 
Sunbird, Indian Robin, Black headed Munia, and Brahmini Mynah was interesting.  
 
 We reached Ooty via Kalhaty Road since the drive via Gudalur is a long one. The climb to this popular hill 
station is a steep climb with close upon 36 hair pin bends - very scenic but strenuous for Ajith.  
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There were many patches of purple flowers on the slopes which we later learned was Neela Kurinji which 
blooms apparently every 12 years or so and is found in Eravikulam N. P. in Munnar. We reached the hotel 
around 6.45pm after having to manoeuvre the pot holes of the road to the Holliday Inn Gem Park hotel in Ooty 
or Ootacamund, also known to the Indians as Odagahmangalam. 
 
 Having checked in, we left the lobby area in different directions and returning for dinner we found out that 
most of us had luxury suites! The dinner was the biggest spread we were to witness on the trip. 

Day 8  Saturday 25th November 

The morning was cold but not misty; the first person to be out was Andrew in the car park area. Andrew having 
not noticed any bird or beast so far, managed to see a couple of Dusky Craig Martins flying just below with my 
assistance. We headed down to Dolphins Nose area in coonoor where we hoped to visit Lambs Rock too.  
 
 As far as birders are concerned Ooty and the surroundings have some interesting endemics to south India. We 
headed down to Dolphins Nose area in coonoor. The Black and Orange Flycatcher was to steal the show that 
day. As we walked down this road leading to Dolphins Nose a small flock of Oriental white Eye’s were being 
watched by us, when we were alerted to an unusually jazzed bird which was a Tickle’s Leaf Warbler. These areas 
interspersed with Tea plantations have good patches of fragmented forests, and harbour some good Nilgiri 
endemics as well as sub continental endemics.  
 
Having seen the view from Dolphins Nose we found Susan busy photographing a Common Bluebottle in a 
small puddle, soon Chris and Toni joined her and then the rest. Boarding the bus we once again headed back on 
the same track until the turn off to Lambs Rock, and tracked up the trail while looking out for the White bellied 
Shortwing (Nilgiri Blue Robin) which only uttered a single call. Every one had excellent views of the Brown 
cheeked Fulvetta; Grey headed Canary Flycatcher except for Chris who had a glimpse of a dark bird which was a 
Malabar Whistling Thrush. 
 
To be in this region and not visiting a Tea factory would put a major dent on the tour, so we visited a larger well 
known factory where the shop served an array of differently flavoured teas including the famous masala tea. 
 
 Having had our lunch and much needed break we headed on the Avalanche road hoping to visit a small forest 
reserve, just about 4 Km out side the city. Expectations were to see the Nilgiri Laughingthrush (Black chinned 
Laughingthrush) , White bellied Shortwing (Nilgiri Blue Robin) but only fleeting glimpse and calls were heard of 
the latter. A Grey wagtail entertained most of us and later on we had excellent views of a Blackbird (ssp: Turdus 
simillimus)a near south Indian endemic. While on our return out of the reserve a forest officer requested for a 
letter regarding permission to enter the reserve. I had to carefully say that we simply were unaware of this 
requirement, and that it would be obtained when visiting the next time. This was a point of discussion while we 
headed further down Avalanche road in order to see the much needed and elusive endemic Nilgiri 
Laughingthrush (Black chinned Laughingthrush). We did see the birds but it was hard to make out the details 
because it was getting dark and gave up and returned to the hotel.  
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Day 9  Sunday 26th November 

We left the cool climes of Ooty after breakfast with a packed lunch around 7.50am and headed down to the 
valley below. A detour had to be taken due to road works which took us on a longer route but on a better 
surface. Ajith had to use all his driving skills and the horn so that he could overtake the other vehicles, 
furthermore road rage of India was showing on Ajiths face and he needed our cheers to keep him going - it was 
a thrilling bit of entertainment for everyone. Having reached the lowlands of the south we opted for a leg stretch 
and tea or coffee for those who preferred it. 
 
Noticing Andrew by the road side opposite the restaurant with amusement he exclaimed to me that “this is 
chaos, but working in every sense!”….Which everyone would agree with?! 
 
Having driven further on we opted to get off very carefully at a large body of water at Palaghat which was very 
interesting to Paul in particular, since there were thousands of water birds along with two Spot billed Pelicans. 
There were 40 or so Cotton pigmy Goose,over 1000 Gargany, 40 + NorthernShoveler, 2+ Eurasian Wigeon and 
over 1000 Common Coot. There were many bystanders who also got the opportunity to look through 
telescopes.  
 
It took us approximately half an hour to pass Coimbatore one of the largest Indian cities. We witnessed some of 
the best south Indian agricultural areas when we came to an abrupt halt due to some Large grey Babblers. It was 
quite a flock. This area apparently is the largest wind mill field in south India.  
 
Within the reaches of Pollachchi Ajith we had to stop the vehicle in order to meet up with the other team who 
were to make arrangements at Top Slip (Indira Ghandi N.P.). We did pass some lovely villages and stopped at 
the barrier and check post to have our lunch while Ajith and Anil attended to the paper work relating to the Top 
Slip stay. While on the climb to Top Slip we stopped to observe a Blue faced Malkoha by the road side a sub 
continental endemic. 
 
At Top Slip which is a former logging station another wait for the regular clearance of red tape gave us sufficient 
time to inspect the surroundings and get familiar with the habituated Wild Boar around the canteen area in 
particular. Everyone was given the opportunity to select their preferred choice of rooms -  John, Susan, Chris 
and Toni decided on the Tree house while James Paul and Andrew decided on a Hornbill lodge below. I had to 
retreat to Bison lodge about 50 meters away. 
 
We were cautioned of the leeches and trekked down Kerian shoal track in order to see the odd looking Ceylon 
Frogmouth – we saw this bird with its mate 20 metres into the forest off the track. Most found it very difficult to 
locate due to them blending so well in to the back ground and its cryptic plumage. Having left the birds to 
themselves we headed down the track in search of other game. Having entered into a clearing down this track we 
heard calls of Indian Rufous Babblers, but there were very shy and retiring so only a few of us had glimpses. 
Coming back on this track we had very good views of the Blackbird sitting low on a dead tree trunk, since it was 
dusk we had to rush down the track ignoring the calls of the Orange headed Thrush. 
 
While chatting outside our lodges until the others gathered for dinner something troubled Toni - it was her ear-
ring which she had dropped along the way. We instantly decided to look for it using my torch and moments later 
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we found it glittering in the torch beam mid way off the stairs to their rooms. Having thanked me profusely we 
headed to the canteen for dinner. 
 
 That evening’s dinner was one of the tastiest meals. The crockery and cutlery available was interesting. The air 
was chilly and very misty but not as bad as one would expect it to be. 

Day 10  Monday 27th November 

After having breakfast we trekked down Ambulli Illam road (name of a forest department bungalow). We 
encountered two feeding flocks and had excellent views of Malabar Grey Hornbill; White bellied Treepie, Black 
crested Bulbuls (Flame or Ruby throated Bulbul) a new split, and Bronzed Drongos. It was very overcast and 
with an intermittent drizzle. We rushed back down this forest track so that we could find cover if it rained but 
luckily it did not. We saw an array of butterflies during this trek but the Glad eye Bush brown was noteworthy. 
 
The afternoon was overcast. We took a break retiring to our rooms hoping to join each other later for a walk 
down the Parambikulam road. Throughout this time we experienced an intermittent drizzle at times which was a 
damper to the birding. Finally the boys fought the elements while the girls took to their reading and writing 
journals. A Crimson fronted Barbet (Small barbet) showed was observed well through the scope. Other seen 
birds were Malabar Parakeets, Jungle Babbler’s, Black headed Oriole, Malabar grey Hornbill, and greater 
Flamebacks.  
 
 Having discussed other options available to see Indira Ghandi N.P. we opted for the evenings’ night safari. 
Sambar Deer, and Gaur were everywhere in small and large herds. Quite a distance away appeared a glowing pair 
of eyes from the canopy of the trees which was a Malabar Flying Squirrel - the views were not good until we 
found another and flying (gliding) too!  
 
That evening before dinner we were entertained by Susan who had put down in words her poem about the 
leaches and our birding, and was to reveal her immense capacity for poetry. Once again it was a basic but tasty 
dinner. The evening was very entertaining.  

Day 11  Tuesday 28th November 

Having thanked Anil who handled arrangements at Top Slip we left after breakfast around 9.00am. While 
descending, the vehicle stopped to have better views of a Blue faced Malkoha. Once again we drove through 
rural south India of which Susan took a liking to. 
 
The drive through Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary was very different due to its lowland scrub forest. The road was 
under construction and the drive was slow, but every now and then we saw hoards of butterflies on the road 
most of which were Great Eggflies. We then stopped at the barrier to enter into the Kerala state, where Bonnet 
Macaques were waiting for handouts from passengers passing by. We observed the variety of butterflies around 
and took photos as well.  
 
The long and arduous drive did apparently have an effect with the vehicle too, an unusual noise emanating from 
the engine made Ajith stop and look under only to find out that the belt was giving away, but he was confident 
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that it would hold until Munnar so we proceeded. Approximately 20 metres from the entrance to Eravikulam or 
Rajamalai N.P. the vehicle stopped due to the giving away of the engine belt - quite distraught Ajith, without 
much hesitation, asked me to hang on until he got a mechanic and got onto an on-coming jeep and headed in the 
direction of Munnar - during this time we watched the proceedings at the entrance to Eravikulam N.P to which 
we were to visit tomorrow. We were birding and looking for knickknacks to eat as every one was very hungry, 
the Pineapple was delicious especially with the masala powder. Toni was busy cleaning carrots which the women 
were selling so that Chris would not have another attack of migraine due to the delay in eating our lunch. Not 
half an hour passed when Ajith returned with a mechanic and much-needed tools, and in about forty minutes or 
so we were heading down in the direction to Munnar. Having thanked the mechanic and presenting him with the 
balance of the carrots, we headed to Cloud 9 resort.  
 
It was 4.30pm when we checked in to the resort and scrammed to the restaurant in order to have a quick snack. 
The food took a while to be served so we decided not to take an evening stroll. Some of us did head to the 
boutique opposite the hotel so that the telephone calls were at a much subsidised rate than at the hotel. The 
dinner was a grand spread, and we retired to our rooms for a much needed rest and sleep. 

Day 12  Wednesday 29th November 

We left early that morning with a packed breakfast, hoping to board the first bus up to the park so that there 
were fewer visitors.  
 
There were many Grey breasted Laughingthrushe’s (Kerala Laughingthrush) flying about, and all of us at 
different times had excellent views of them. We watched Three Nilgiri Thar’s at the last check post, one a large 
male and two females. Climbing further up the track there were two more by the track and more on the plains 
above. The park was probably one of the most scenic in south India! Once again hearing the Black and Orange 
Flycatcher we tried so that Paul could get a photo of it to no avail. While at the same spot we had close views of 
a White bellied Shortwing (White bellied Blue Robin) but once again it eluded the camera by being in the bushes 
skulking. These undulating mountains and open plains were very picturesque and the atmosphere was very 
inviting. We headed back hoping to have another go at finding the Nilgiri Laughingthrush (Black chinned 
Laughingthrush), however it was Chris who had good views of the Emerald dove which showed its displeasure 
in being observed. We returned back for lunch and later that evening we decided to take the track close to the 
hotel, only minutes passed by when we heard a Malabar Whistling Thrush, posing at a distance. A Nilgiri 
Flycatcher in the open and a Grey breasted Laughingthrush (Kerala Laughingthrush) was the most entertaining 
sighting until later John completed the icing on the cake by spotting another difficult south Indian endemic, the 
Nilgiri Woodpigeon. We tracked back to the hotel. 

Day 13  Thursday 30th November 

 Putting the usual morning rush aside we took it at easy today. The drive to Periar Tiger Reserve through the 
cardamom cultivations was a pleasant one, we stopped at a post office to post some mail which Toni had. 
Further on everyone opted for coffee and tea. For every ones amusement there was an ice cream van parked 
called “Uncle Johns Ice Cream”. While John posed Susan went on clicking her camera so that the grand children 
could have a look. There was lot of humour and every one enjoyed the ride. We reached the small town of 



The National Parks of Southern India  Tour Report 

 

 

8  © NaturetrekApril 07 
 

Kumuly at approximately at 11.30 AM, and stopped for awhile at the gate until Ajith sorted out the entrance 
tickets. We subsequently checked into Aranya Nivas inside the reserve. 
 
After having lunch we surveyed the surroundings. Being at Aranya Nivas has many advantages such as the ability 
to stay inside the reserve and absorb the atmosphere of the forest, furthermore other logistical support like 
organising the treks and boat rides are much easier. The 4.00pm boat ride (the last ride into the reservoir 
increases the potential of seeing more animals) into the mult-fingered reservoir brought in some wonderful 
scenes along with Elephants, Barking Deer, Sambar Deer, Nilgiri Langur, and wild boar was plentiful. We opted 
to take the seats at the rear end of this large double decked boat as this held close upon 200 people and the front 
end was congested. The commotion made, every time something was spotted, was disturbing but it also was 
encouraging to see so many Indians taking an interest in to wildlife.  
 
 Getting off the boat and walking up to Aranya Nivas having passed the troops of Bonnet Macaques we 
observed two Mountain Imperial Pigeons perched on top of a bare tree in the distance but at the garden further 
up some of us had views of a Pompadour Green Pigeon (Grey fronted green pigeon).  
 
 That evening we took a stroll up the road in the direction of the entrance hoping to see some nocturnal birds, of 
which a Jerdon’s nightjar flew above us and disappeared in to the forest. A Collard Scops Owl (Indian Scops 
Owl) called for a while but did not show and soon left. We retreated back to the hotel compound hoping to see a 
Malabar Flying Squirrel and did find one - some of us did not come but those who were there did get better 
views of it than at Top Slip. 
 
The usual gathering at the bar in the evening brought in many a topic for discussion. 

Day 14  Friday 1st December 

Having had breakfast we headed down to the lake with two tribal guides and geared ourselves with leech socks 
for the battle ahead. The ride across this channel on bamboo rafts was interesting since whatever touched the 
raft eventually was wet. We had to take two rafts across since one raft could not hold all of us. 
 
 The forest was formidable and very imposing with massive trees and the canopy several hundred feet above 
made it very difficult to see any birds at times. It was the Indian Silk cotton trees which were considerably large 
and harboured large flocks of birds of various species, mainly Vernal Hanging Parrot, Oriental White Eyes, 
Purple Sunbirds as well as Crimson backed Sunbirds. Whilst very observant of the leeches we had excellent views 
of a White bellied Flycatcher perched. Eventually a Malabar Trogon, White bellied woodpecker and Black 
napped Monarch were seen while on this track. Other birds were Eurasian Golden Oriole Asian Paradise 
Flycatcher, Orange headed Thrush, and a Western Crowned warbler which only John had seen was interesting 
since it is rare. 
 
We back tracked to where the rafts were and took the 60 metres or so ride back to the hotel. Most of us having 
refreshed gathered at the lounge area of the hotel in order to take the ride back to Kumuly for some shopping, 
while Paul headed with Ajith so that he could burn CD’s for the rest of the group including Ajith who could 
boast to his friends of his tiger photos, using his mobile phone! We returned back with Andrew and Susan 
discussing the variety of shawls available and comparing the Indian prices. 
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Again we decided to take the evening boat ride and saw two elephants swimming across the lake - the 
commotion aboard the boat was astonishing, but it seemed these animals were used to it. The Greater 
Cormorants nesting on dead tree trunks and posing for those amateur photographers was interesting as they 
would permit quite a close approach. I, in the distance spotted an object which I claimed was a Porcupine and 
had Paul photograph it – this led to some humorous arguments and discussion, even after seeing vague but 
identifiable pictures that evening at the bar.  

Day 15  Saturday 2nd December 

We decided to take the first boat ride on Jalatharangani. A group of Indian Otters appeared on the far bank of 
the boat yard – we were thrilled, as we were the other visitors, although no one else had as good views as us 
since we had binoculars with us. Subsequently a Great Hornbill flew over us which was thrilling since it is not so 
easy to see one.  
 
That evenings trek from the gate area, having decided not to take the track passing the pond which was 
overflowing at its spill, was heavy on Susan and constant stops were taken to counteract this. The incline was not 
so friendly but after having reached the top it was more or less a plateau. Here everyone had excellent views of 
the Jungle owlet. We returned to the hotel and after a while decided to headed back on the road so that we could 
see some nocturnal birds but it was only Paul and James who opted for the idea and saw a Brown Hawk Owl. 
We rushed back to the hotel so that we could meet the rest at the bar and fill out our bird list, making enough 
time to refresh ourselves. 

Day 16  Sunday 3rd December 

Today we leave for the much awaited rice boat cruise down the Wembernad Lake starting at Kumarakom. These 
are the famous back waters of Kerala. We left the hotel around 8.20am hoping to arrive at the boat landing site 
by approximately 11.00am. We were on schedule having driven past many water bodies and channels, witnessing 
the finely crafted boats. We finally drove through a narrow road in order to get to the boat yard - there were 
many rice boats and they were gigantic compared to the ones we had seen on the drive here. Although there 
were many boats, the company contracted to carry us had not arrived, so until then we hanged around, when a 
person said that our boat was now visible taking the bend around the corner - well there were two of them. It 
was apparent that one boat alone cold not carry all of us since they contain up to a maximum of three rooms 
each when we needed five rooms, so with the exception of me and Andrew the others had to board the larger 
boat. Ajith left, expecting to pick us tomorrow. The slow cruise began with all of us aboard two vessels.  
 
Everyone admired the intricate craftsmanship of these boats before being served a coconut with the top opened. 
Then the crew introduced themselves as captain, chef and assistant to the chef. The small rooms with en-suite 
toilets were exceptionally clean. Somehow within minutes everyone seemed in a totally relaxed mood on the 
upper deck. Hundreds of Whiskered Terns and a few Gull billed Terns were seen flying around. Purple herons 
pond herons Plain Prinia, all four species of Egrets, and the common four species of king fishers the Stork 
billed, White breasted, Pied and Common and White breasted water hen were sighted. We were served lunch 
while on cruise mode which was wonderful. Others may have retreated back and forth to their rooms but not 
John. Like an ardent birder kept on the watch. It was interesting how the fisher folk tried to sell their catch of 
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fresh water lobsters (Macrobrachium rossenbergii). These Lobsters were quite impressive and equipped with 
very long pincers than the sea Lobsters. The rural lifestyle of these people seemed very interesting, commuting in 
these canoes while attending to their daily chores. 
  
 The extent of rice paddy cultivated was astounding, the rice fields extending as far as the eye can see. Further 
more the wetlands at certain points revealed some waders and the potential for birding which was a topic for us 
to discuss later on. 
  
That evening the craft docked for the night around 5.30pm at a suitable spot. Common Greenshank’s, Green, 
Wood, and Marsh Sandpiper’s along with a few Little Stints were seen by James, Paul, John and me. We retired 
to the boats which were a few metres away to refresh ourselves and gather for dinner. 
  
Soon it was dusk and the full moon in the distance gave the day a whole new atmosphere. We sat for dinner at 
the same table, some sipping beer and conversations of related and unrelated topics of interests to the tour. 
 
The service of the boat staff was excellent and was commended by everyone on the tour.  

Day 17  Monday 4th December 

 At break of dawn there were reasonable numbers of waders in the distance, mostly the same species we had 
seen the previous evening. But a couple of Weavers very far off seemed like Baya Weavers to me. Then I noticed 
a bird which I thought was a Palm Swift flying over in a north easterly direction, having looked carefully I had 
doubts, only to realise that it was a Fork tailed Swift (Pacific Swift). Then we realised that there were more birds 
flying, it was a large scale mass migration, never recorded before. There would have been a couple of thousand 
birds spread across as far as the eye could see.  
 
We had a very relaxed breakfast while the boat was cruising. We reached the end of this ride around 10.30am on 
schedule to find Ajith waiting to pick us up – this cruise was probably the most pleasurable part of the tour. 
After having thanked the crew we boarded the bus in order to leave for Cochin. We reached Cochin and battled 
the change and traffic as well. Having seen to the rooming arrangements for the rest at The Casino Hotel, I 
checked in to a nearby hotel having made arrangements to meet the others later that afternoon.  
 
With the assistance of a local guide we proceeded to the old city area. We visited all important sites mentioned in 
the itinerary. And enjoyed the Kathakali dance later on, we returned back to the hotel, to have dinner with a live 
band playing.  

Day 18  Tuesday 5th December 

As it was not practical to visit Thattekad bird Sanctuary yesterday, we left with packed breakfast in order to get 
there early. Chris and Toni decided to stay in the hotel and meet up with a friend of theirs.  
 
At Thattekad the first birds to see were the Lesser Whistling Duck in the lake close to the entrance and Black 
rumped Flameback’s, Black napped Oriole, Crested Serpent Eagle, Oriental Honey Buzzard, Bronze Drongo, 
Good views of Chestnut tailed Starling, and Common Tailorbird. The local guide then took us through to a 
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dense bit of forest where we were to have touching views of a pair of Ceylon Frogmouth’s. They were so close 
that we could have touched them. Having had a good time we returned to Cochin that evening.  
 
I retired having briefed Paul of his airport drop the next morning. The rest of the group was to leave later that 
day and had no problems waking up early. 
 

Day 19  Wednesday 6th December 

Paul was taken to the airport early that morning for his flight to Chennai in order to take another flight to the 
Andaman Island - I along with Ajith bade farewell to Paul and left, heading back to Cochin. Later on Ajith and I 
did the same airport run along with the others. 
 
 Having had an excellent and friendly group which bonded so well is an achievement and a privilege.  
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Species lists 

Birds 
   November 2006 December 2006 
 Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 
1 Little Grebe   Tachybaptus ruficollis   +     +  +          
2 Spot-billed Pelican  Pelecanus philippensis        +            
3 Indian Cormorant  Phalacrocorax fuscicollis          + + +          
4 Great Cormorant   Phalacrocorax carbo   +  + +  +    + + +      
5 Little Cormorant  Phalacrocorax niger  + + + + +  +  +   + + + + +   
6 Darter   Anhinga melanogaster   +  + +  +    + + + + +    
7 Grey Heron   Ardea cinerea  + + + + +  +  +          
8 Purple Heron   Ardea purpurea  + +  + +  +       + + +   
9 Great Egret   Ardea alba  + +  +       +  + + + +   
10 Intermediate Egret   Egretta intermedia  + + + + +  +  +     + + +   
11 Little Egret   Egretta garzetta  + + + + + +   +  +   + + +   
12 Indian Pond-heron  Ardeola grayii  + + + + +  +  + + + + + + + +   
13 Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis  + +   +  +  +     + + +   
14 Striated Heron   Butorides striata   +                 
15 Painted Stork  Mycteria leucocephala  + +                  
16 Asian Openbill  Anastomus oscitans  + +                  
17 Woolly-necked Stork   Ciconia episcopus  +   +       + + + +     
18 Black-headed Ibis  Threskiornis melanocephalus  + + +                  
19 Red-naped Ibis  Pseudibis papillosa  + +  +               
20 Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus   +                 
21 Lesser Whistling-duck  Dendrocygna javanica     + +               
22 Cotton Pygmy-goose   Nettapus coromandelianus   + +                 
23 Eurasian Wigeon  Anas penelope        +            
24 Spot-billed Duck   Anas poecilorhyncha  + + + + +  +       +     
25 Garganey  Anas querquedula        +            
26 Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata        +            
27 Osprey   Pandion haliaetus   +  +       + + +      
28 Black Baza   Aviceda leuphotes            +        
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   November 2006 December 2006 
 Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 
29 Oriental Honey-buzzard   Pernis ptilorhynchus    +      +       +   
30 Black-shouldered Kite   Elanus caeruleus  + +   +              
31 Black Kite   Milvus migrans  + + + + + + + +   +   + + +   
32 Brahminy Kite   Haliastur indus  + + + + +  +    + + + + + +   
33 Grey-headed Fish-eagle  Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus  + +                  
34 Egyptian Vulture   Neophron percnopterus  + +                  
35 Crested Serpent-eagle   Spilornis cheela   + + +        +    +   
36 Eurasian Marsh Harrier   Circus aeruginosus   + + +                 
37 Pied Harrier  Circus melanoleucos      +              
38 Shikra   Accipiter badius    + +                
39 Besra   Accipiter virgatus         +           
40 Indian Spotted Eagle  Aquila hustata      +              
41 Booted Eagle  Aquila pennatus  +   +               
42 Rufous-bellied Eagle   Aquila kienerii   + +                 
43 Common Kestrel   Falco tinnunculus       + +             
44 Peregrine Falcon   Falco peregrinus     +               
45 Grey Francolin   Francolinus pondicerianus     + +               
46 Grey Junglefowl  Gallus sonneratii   + + + +     + + + + +     
47 Indian Peafowl  Pavo cristatus   + + + +  +  +          
48 White-breasted Waterhen   Amaurornis phoenicurus   + + +          + +    
49 Purple Swamphen   Porphyrio porphyrio  + + +                  
50 Common Coot   Fulica atra   + + + +  +            
51 Pheasant-tailed Jacana  Hydrophasianus chirurgus  + +                  
52 Bronze-winged Jacana  Metopidius indicus  + +                  
53 Yellow-wattled Lapwing  Vanellus malabaricus      +              
54 Grey-headed Lapwing  Vanellus cinereus   +                 
55 Red-wattled Lapwing   Vanellus indicus  + + + + +  +   + + + + + +    
56 Little Plover   Charadrius dubius   + +                 
57 Marsh Sandpiper  Tringa stagnatilis               +     
58 Common Greenshank   Tringa nebularia     +          + +    
59 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus   +  + +         + +    
60 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola   +  +          + +    
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   November 2006 December 2006 
 Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 
61 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   + + +          + +    
62 Little Stint  Calidris minuta                +    
63 Gull-billed Tern   Sterna nilotica                +    
64 River Tern  Sterna aurantia   + + +               
65 Whiskered Tern   Chlidonias hybrida               + + +     
66 Nilgiri Wood-pigeon  Columba elphinstonii           +         
67 Oriental Turtle Dove   Streptopelia orientalis   + +                 
68 Eurasian Collared Dove   Streptopelia decaocto      +              
69 Spotted Dove   Streptopelia chinensis  + + + + + + + + +  + + + + + +   
70 Laughing Dove   Streptopelia senegalensis  +                  
71 Emerald Dove   Chalcophaps indica           +         
72 Pompadour Green-pigeon   Treron pompadora            + +        
73 Yellow-footed Pigeon   Treron phoenicoptera    + + +              
74 Green Imperial-pigeon   Ducula aenea    + + +              
75 Mountain Imperial-pigeon   Ducula badia            +        
76 Alexandrine Parakeet   Psittacula eupatria    +                
77 Rose-ringed Parakeet   Psittacula krameri  + + + + +    +          
78 Plum-headed Parakeet  Psittacula cyanocephala   + + + +  + +    +       
79 Malabar Parakeet  Psittacula columboides    + + +  + +   + + +      
80 Vernal Hanging-parrot  Loriculus vernalis     +   + +     +      
81 Common Hawk-cuckoo   Cuculus varius      +              
82 Asian Koel   Eudynamys scolopacea     + +         +     
83 Blue-faced Malkoha  Phaenicophaeus viridirostris        +  +          
84 Greater Coucal   Centropus sinensis    +  +         +     
85 Indian Scops-owl   Otus bakkamoena                 +   
86 Mottled Wood-owl   Strix ocellata    + +                
87 Jungle Owlet   Glaucidium radiatum              +      
88 Brown Hawk-owl   Ninox scutulata              +      
89 Ceylon Frogmouth  Batrachostomus moniliger        + +            
90 Jerdon's Nightjar   Caprimulgus atripennis     +               
91 Indian Swiftlet  Aerodramus unicolor    +    + +           
92 White-rumped Spinetail  Zoonavena sylvatica    +   +      +       
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   November 2006 December 2006 
 Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 
93 Brown-backed Needletail   Hirundapus giganteus            + + +        
94 Asian Palm-swift   Cypsiurus balasiensis        + +            
95 Alpine Swift   Tachymarptis melba     +               
96 Little Swift   Apus affinis  + +   +              
97 Crested Treeswift  Hemiprocne coronata             +       
98 Malabar Trogon   Harpactes fasciatus             +       
99 Common Kingfisher   Alcedo atthis   +  +     +  + + + + + +   
100 Stork-billed Kingfisher   Pelargopsis capensis   + +         +  + +    
101 White-throated Kingfisher   Halcyon smyrnensis  + + + + + + +  + + + + + + + +   
102 Pied Kingfisher   Ceryle rudis     + +    +  + + +      
103 Green Bee-eater   Merops orientalis   + + + +    +       +   
104 Blue-tailed Bee-eater  Merops philippinus   + + +          + +    
105 Chestnut-headed Bee-eater   Merops leschenaulti     +     +          
106 Indian Roller   Coracias benghalensis  +    +  +  +          
107 Eurasian Hoopoe   Upupa epops           +         
108 Malabar Grey Hornbill  Ocyceros griseus        + +    + + +     
109 Malabar Pied-hornbill  Anthracoceros coronatus   + +                 
110 Great Hornbill  Buceros bicornis              +      
111 White-cheeked Barbet  Megalaima viridis   + + + +     +  + + +  +   
112 Crimson-fronted Barbet   Megalaima rubricapilla        + +    + + +     
113 Coppersmith Barbet   Megalaima haemacephala    + +                
114 Brown-capped Woodpecker   Dendrocopos moluccensis    +  +   +     +      
115 White-bellied Woodpecker   Dryocopus javensis             +       
116 Common Flameback   Dinopium javanense             +       
117 Black-rumped Flameback   Dinopium benghalense    + + +    +    +      
118 Greater Flameback   Chrysocolaptes lucidus      +  + +           
119 Heart-spotted Woodpecker  Hemicircus canente    +    + +           
120 Indian Pitta  Pitta brachyura    +                
121 Rufous-tailed Lark   Ammomanes phoenicurus      +              
122 Malabar Lark  Galerida malabarica      +              
123 Oriental Skylark   Alauda gulgula     +               
124 Dusky Crag-martin   Ptyonoprogne concolor       + +             
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   November 2006 December 2006 
 Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 
125 Barn Swallow   Hirundo rustica   +  + + +   +  + + + + + +   
126 Pacific Swallow   Hirundo tahitica            +        
127 Red-rumped Swallow   Cecropis daurica  + +   +        + +     
128 Forest Wagtail  Dendronanthus indicus             +       
129 White-browed Wagtail  Motacilla madaraspatensis  + +  + +  +    + + + + +    
130 Yellow Wagtail   Motacilla flava   + + +          + +    
131 Grey Wagtail   Motacilla cinerea   + +  + + + + + + + + + +     
132 Paddyfield Pipit   Anthus rufulus  +    +   +           
133 Nilgiri Pipit  Anthus nilghiriensis           +         
134 Large Cuckoo-shrike   Coracina macei    + + +  +            
135 Small Minivet   Pericrocotus cinnamomeus   + + + +  + +           
136 Scarlet Minivet   Pericrocotus flammeus     +      +         
137 Black-crested Bulbul   Pycnonotus melanicterus         +           
138 Red-whiskered Bulbul   Pycnonotus jocosus  + + + + + + + + + + +  + +     
139 Red-vented Bulbul   Pycnonotus cafer  + + + + + + +  + +    + +    
140 Yellow-browed Bulbul   Iole indica       + + +    + +      
141 Black Bulbul   Hypsipetes leucocephalus           +         
142 Blue-winged Leafbird   Chloropsis cochinchinensis     +               
143 Common Iora   Aegithina tiphia   + +     +           
144 Blue-capped Rock-thrush  Monticola cinclorhynchus  +                  
145 Malabar Whistling-thrush  Myophonus horsfieldii     +   +   +   +      
146 Orange-headed Thrush   Zoothera citrina        + +    +    +   
147 Common Blackbird   Turdus merula       + +             
148 White-bellied Shortwing   Brachypteryx major           +         
149 Zitting Cisticola   Cisticola juncidis   +                 
150 Ashy Prinia   Prinia socialis     +               
151 Plain Prinia   Prinia inornata               + +     
152 Blyth's Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus dumetorum  + +  + +  + +  +         
153 Booted Warbler   Hippolais caligata      +              
154 Common Tailorbird   Orthotomus sutorius         +   +   +  +   
155 Tickell's Leaf-warbler  Phylloscopus affinis       +             
156 Green Warbler  Phylloscopus trochiloides nitidus   + +  + + + +  +  +       
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   November 2006 December 2006 
 Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 
157 Western Crowned-warbler  Phylloscopus occipitalis             +       
158 Asian Brown Flycatcher  Muscicapa dauurica   + + +   +     +    +   
159 Brown-breasted Flycatcher  Muscicapa muttui        +            
160 Red-breasted Flycatcher  Ficedula parva   + +                 
161 Black-and-rufous Flycatcher  Ficedula nigrorufa       +             
162 Nilgiri Flycatcher  Eumyias albicaudata       +   + +         
163 White-bellied Blue-flycatcher  Cyornis pallipes        +            
164 Tickell's Blue-flycatcher   Cyornis tickelliae   + + + +  + +           
165 Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher   Culicicapa ceylonensis       + +             
166 Oriental Magpie-robin   Copsychus saularis   + + + +         + +    
167 White-rumped Shama   Copsychus malabaricus     +               
168 Indian Robin   Saxicoloides fulicata      +              
169 Pied Bushchat   Saxicola caprata  + + + + + + +  + + +   +     
170 White-browed Fantail   Rhipidura aureola                    
171 Black-naped Monarch   Hypothymis azurea             +       
172 Asian Paradise-flycatcher   Terpsiphone paradisi   +      +    +    +   
173 Grey-breasted Laughingthrush   Garrulax jerdoni           +         
174 Puff-throated Babbler   Pellorneum ruficeps    +                
175 Indian Scimitar-babbler   Pomatorhinus horsfieldii      +              
176 Dark-fronted Babbler   Rhopocichla atriceps         +           
177 Large Grey Babbler  Turdoides malcolmi          +          
178 Rufous Babbler   Turdoides subrufus        +            
179 Jungle Babbler   Turdoides striatus   + + + +  + +    + + +  +   
180 Yellow-billed Babbler   Turdoides affinis      + +              
181 Brown-cheeked Fulvetta   Alcippe poioicephala       + +             
182 Great Tit   Parus major    + + + + + +           
183 Black-lored Tit   Parus xanthogenys       + +             
184 Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch   Sitta castanea    +  +  + +           
185 Velvet-fronted Nuthatch   Sitta frontalis    +   + + +           
186 Purple-rumped Sunbird   Leptocoma zeylonica  + + + + +         + + +   
187 Crimson-backed Sunbird  Leptocoma minima   + +                 
188 Purple Sunbird   Cinnyris asiaticus      + +              
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   November 2006 December 2006 
 Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 
189 Pale-billed Flowerpecker   Dicaeum erythrorhynchos  +                  
190 Plain Flowerpecker   Dicaeum concolor         +           
191 Oriental White-eye   Zosterops palpebrosus       +   + +         
192 Eurasian Golden Oriole   Oriolus oriolus  +  + + + + + +  +  + +      
193 Black-naped Oriole   Oriolus chinensis                 +   
194 Black-hooded Oriole   Oriolus xanthornus         + +           
195 Brown Shrike   Lanius cristatus    +  +  + + +  +  + + + +   
196 Bay-backed Shrike   Lanius vittatus      +              
197 Long-tailed Shrike   Lanius schach   + +    +  + + +        
198 Common Woodshrike   Tephrodornis pondicerianus          + +          
199 Black Drongo   Dicrurus macrocercus  + + + + + + +  +     + + +   
200 Ashy Drongo   Dicrurus leucophaeus    + +  + + + + + +  +      
201 White-bellied Drongo   Dicrurus caerulescens  +  +      +          
202 Bronzed Drongo   Dicrurus aeneus    + + +  + +        +   
203 Greater Racket-tailed Drongo   Dicrurus paradiseus   + + + +  + +  + + + +   +   
204 Ashy Woodswallow  Artamus fuscus    + +        +  + +    
205 Rufous Treepie   Dendrocitta vagabunda   + + + +       +    +   
206 White-bellied Treepie  Dendrocitta leucogastra        + +    + +   +   
207 House Crow   Corvus splendens  + + + + + + +  +  +   + + +   
208 Jungle Crow   Corvus macrorhynchos  + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +   
209 Southern Hill Myna  Gracula indica   + + + +  + + + + + + + +     
210 Jungle Myna   Acridotheres fuscus  + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +   
211 Common Myna   Acridotheres tristis  + + + + +  + + + + +   + + +   
212 Chestnut-tailed Starling  Sturnia malabarica                 +   
213 Brahminy Starling  Temenuchus pagodarum    + +                
214 House Sparrow   Passer domesticus  + + + + + + +  +     + + +   
215 Chestnut-shouldered Petronia   Petronia xanthocollis      +              
216 Baya Weaver   Ploceus philippinus                +    
217 White-throated Munia  Euodice malabarica      +              
218 Nutmeg Mannikin   Lonchura punctulata   +                 
219 Black-headed Munia   Lonchura malacca      +              
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Butterflies 

Common Nawab 

Common Wanderer 

Red Helen 

Common Jezebel  

Grey Pansy  

Peacock Pansy  

Chocolate Pansy 

Lemon Pansy 

Common Evening brown 

Common Sailor  

Palmfly 

Common Grass Yellow 

Common Four-ring  

Common Emigrant 

Common Mormon 

Blue Mormon 

Glad eye Bushbrown 

Whitebar Bushbrown 

Nigger 

Common Bush-brown 

Indian Fritillary 

Common Birdwing 

Great Orangetip 

Banded Peacock 

Angled Perrot 

Common Perrot 

Red Perrot 

Nilgiri Tiger 

Arfican Bable Blue 

Psyche 

Lesser Albatros 

Great Eggfly 

Common Mime 

Crimson Rose  

Angled Castor 

Tailedjay 

Common Laskar 

Malabar Rose 

Paris Peacock 

Blue Tiger 

Common Bluebottle  

 




