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Tour Leader:   Dilan Mandanna (Local Guide) 

    Sudeesh (Co-leader) 

Driver:    Jairam 

    Shiv Co-driver 

 

Participants:   Steve Bernstein  

Ruth Bernstein 

    John Caddick  

Caroline Caddick 

    John Hartley  

Jane Hartley 

    Steve Flack  

Ann Flack 

    David Dunstan  

    Pat Sealey 

    Daphne Hills 

Day 0  Saturday 13th November 

Travel from the UK 

Day 1  Sunday 14th November 

At the airport we met the ground agent who gave us our travel documents. We headed towards the hotel which is 

located in the middle of the city, it was evening traffic time so we took approximately 1.30 hours to reach the hotel. 

After checking into the hotel, we gathered at the lounge area and we all introduced ourselves and we celebrated a 

surprise birthday party for Steve Bernstein. After which we discussed the next day’s program and went for dinner.  

Day 2 Monday 15th November 

John Caddick took some photographs of Black Kites, which he took from his room window.  Then after breakfast 

we started going towards Mysore. On the way we visited Ramanagaram which is breeding place for Long-billed 

Vultures. We had great sightings of Long-billed and Egyptian Vultures. As we were watching the vultures we had a 

sighting of Peregrine Falcon, which was sitting on the edge of the hillock. The co-leader spotted a Blue Rock 

Thrush and we all had a chance to see that. As we were returning back we saw many butterflies including Blue Tger, 

Mottled Emigrant, Common Grass Yellow, Grass Jewel, Common Rose etc.  

 

We reached Hotel Regaalis at around 12:30, and after lunch we visited Mysore Palace. Outside the palace we 

photographed many things like flowers, temple carvings, etc. To go inside the palace we left all our cameras with 

Sudeesh, it took around half an hour to see inside and it was very interesting and we noticed many old paintings, 

etc. As we were returning back we saw two elephants, which belong to the palace.  
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After the palace we visited the Chamundieshwari Temple, which is the most famous temple in Mysore. The temple 

area is home to many Bonnet Macaques. Daphne is very interested seeing mammals and she took plenty of 

photographs. Here we noticed a Black Kite nesting on a big tree and we spotted a Blue Rock Thrush, Spotted 

Owlets, Black Drongo and House Swifts. While returning back down the hill we stopped at a location so that 

everyone had view’ of the city of Mysore and its surroundings. Then we reached the hotel at 7:30pm and we all sat 

in the lounge area and did our birding lists.  

Day 3 Tuesday 16th November 

It was sunny day. We departed from the hotel at around 9am and on the way to Kabini we visited a few lakes in 

search of Spot bellied Pelican, which John Caddick wanted to see. We went to visit Karanji Lake but were not 

aware it was closed on Tuesday. Then we decided to go to one more lake just out side Mysore on the way to 

Kabini, here we saw a pair of Pelicans and other water birds including ibis, Common Coot, Painted Stork, Purple 

Swamphen, White-breasted Waterhen and Bronze-winged Jacana. Again on the way we stopped in few places, we 

noticed huge number of Indian Flying Foxes on a Banyan tree, while at the same time we saw a raptor that had just 

landed on the ground and it took off as we got close to it, it was interesting sighting of Booted Eagle.  

 

We checked in at Kabini River Lodge at around 1pm and were briefed about the place and activities over the next 

few days. Later we were accompanied by the local naturalist. We stopped for birds like Chestnut-tailed Starlings. As 

we entered the forest we saw a group of Spotted Deer, and peafowls by the roadside. We saw many hunting flocks 

including Rocket-tailed Drongo, Jungle Babblers, Black-rumped Woodpeckers etc. It was late in the evening when 

we saw a few safari vehicles that were stopped and looking for something...we stopped our vehicle next to them 

they helped us to spot a leopard, which was sitting on a dry fallen tree! As we watched we could notice one more 

on a tree branch - it was a baby leopard! Though it was dark, all of us had great view through our binoculars. While 

returning back we saw many Gaurs just grazing by the roadside.  

 

Later in the evening after watching a wildlife film, we all gathered in the dining area and did our bird and mammal 

checklists. The highlights of our evening drive were obviously the Leopards, the huge group of Gaur’s, and birds 

like Greater Racket-tailed Drongo, Crested Serpent Eagle, Malabar Parakeet and Yellow-footed Green Pigeon. The 

tour leader briefed us about next day’s program and after which all retired to our rooms.  

Day 4 Wednesday 17th November 

It was a very cloudy morning, as we gathered near the reception and were allotted our safari vehicles.  As we 

entered the forest at the check post we saw flocks of birds and watched them for some time. These mixed hunting 

flocks included Golden-fronted Leafbird, Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, Jungle 

Babblers, Golden Oriole, Scarlet Minivets, Great Tit, Racket-tailed Drongo etc. By the roadside we spotted Jungle 

Fowls and many Peafowls were sitting on the dry stumps. Then we started going towards the riverside - here we 

noticed a tusker was grazing the side of the backwater, and we all had clear sighting of the elephant. On this route 

we passed many waterholes and salt pits. In a few salt pits we saw Sambar Deer, Spotted Deer and Gaur’s. We 

suddenly heard Chital alarm calls and we were hoping to see something interesting but they didn’t last a long time. 

We got a message from one of the other jeeps saying that they had spotted a Tiger, so we rushed towards that side 

but it had already crossed the road and gone off.  
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While looking for the Tiger we spotted a Stripe-necked Mongoose just searching for food on a fallen dry tree. As 

we returned back we had a sighting of a Crested Serpent Eagle, which was sitting on an open perch and was a very 

good sighting for everyone. After breakfast we went for a boat ride, and saw a few new waterbirds including Purple 

Heron, Spot-billed Duck, Grey Heron etc. After the boat ride we just walked around the camp and noticed flying 

foxes in a big tree. In the evening we again decided to go for a safari, and could see huge number of Sambar Deer 

and Gaurs. We drove past the backwaters and saw elephants, Spotted Deer, and birds like Painted Stork, Grey 

Heron, Common Sandpiper and egrets.  

Day 5 Thursday 18th November 

Today we decided to go for a morning boat safari, it was pleasant weather and we saw many Spotted Deer on the 

bank of the Kabini River and as usual many water birds like Grey Heron, egrets and kingfishers. We saw a Stork-

billed Kingfisher sitting on a bamboo branch - our boat driver took us close to the bird and we were able to take 

good pictures. We also had a sighing of Malabar Pied Hornbill and Blue-tailed Bee-eater. We saw an elephant just 

by the side of the river, it was eating bamboo branches and was very gentle and didn’t bother about our presence.  

 

After breakfast we decided walk around the camp area, this is a good area for flycatchers, and as we were walking 

we spotted many butterflies. Ruth insisted she wanted to see a Common Jezebel and we were able to spot a few of 

them! David spotted Forest Wagtails and all of us had a good sighting of this bird. The Asian Paradise Flycatcher 

was calling and we spotted it immediately and everyone enjoyed seeing it. 

 

On the evening safari we especially wanted to see a Brown Fish Owl, so we decided to drive near the back water 

side. A Black-hooded Oriole was calling and we stopped the vehicle for a while, and it came out on an open branch 

and all of us had a good sighting of this colourful bird. Further ahead we noticed a big bird sitting on a dry tree - we 

could make out it was a vulture and as we went to close we recognized it as a Red-headed Vulture, which is a rare 

bird. As we drove down a little further we saw a few more vultures sitting on a big tree – White-rumped Vultures. 

We assumed that we would see dead animals as well but because of the thick undergrowth we couldn’t see any kills. 

On our way back we saw a herd of elephants grazing on the backwater. Back at the camp we saw a wildlife film 

called ‘The Truth of the Tiger’ - it was a really well done movie and everyone enjoyed seeing this film. Then we all 

sat together and added the species we had seen today to our checklists.  

Day 6 Friday 19th November 

Our safari vehicle was ready at 6am and we were the first group to enter the forest. We started a little earlier than 

usual, hoping to see more mammals, but it was a cloudy morning and we headed towards different directions.  On 

the way, near one water hole, we saw a dead animal carcass, it was a dead Sambar Deer - the local naturalist told us 

it was killed by Indian Wild Dogs (Dhole) during the last evening and most of the body was eaten up. We saw a 

group of Gaur just resting in an open area. We came across a few salt pits, at one salt pit we saw a group of pigeons 

including Green Imperial, and Yellow-footed.  

 

After having breakfast we said bye to the Kabini Jungle Lodge and started heading towards Ooty. Midway we 

stopped at Bandipura and finished our lunch at the jungle lodges. From here Sudeesh left us and we dropped him 

at Gudlur. On the way we came across elephants in Mudumalai and saw a small Indian Mongoose crossing the 

road.   
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As we started climbing up towards Ooty we saw a troop of Nilgiri Langurs on the way. It was very misty and 

eventually we reached Ooty by 5:45pm and checked in to the hotel Holiday Inn Gem Park. A few hours later we sat 

down at the restaurant and shared our notes on our day’s sightings.  

Day 7 Saturday 20th November 

It was a misty morning, and after having breakfast we went to the botanical garden, which is good place for 

endemic birds. We climbed up and started searching for birds, first we saw a flock of White-eyes which were all 

around us and as we walked ahead we saw hunting flocks including Black Drongo, Small Minivets, Great Tit and 

Velvet-fronted Nuthatches.  John Caddick fixed his spotting scope and everyone had better views of the birds 

through the scope. Further up we saw a Nilgiri Laughing-thrush- it was a great sighting of the Western Ghats 

endemic bird and everyone had close views of this bird. 

 

Then we headed to a patch of forest near a research station with hopes of seeing more endemic birds. The Grey-

headed Canary Flycatcher came into view several times so that everyone got to see it. As we walked inside the 

forest we heard a small bird flying around us - it was a Black and Orange Flycatcher - another endemic bird of the 

Western Ghats, but it didn’t stay for a long time and only a few of us got to see this bird. The White-bellied 

Shortwing appeared suddenly but because of the thick undergrowth we lost this sighting, and only a few of us got a 

glimpse of it. While returning back, we saw a group of Nilgiri Langurs at a close distance and all of us enjoyed 

taking photographs of these black monkeys. Some other birds seen during this walk were the Common Chiffchaff, 

Oriental White-eye, White-cheeked Barbet, Red-whiskered Bulbul and Greenish Warbler.  

 

After lunch we went to a tea factory, which is 3km drive from our hotel. It was a very interesting visit; they showed 

us presentations of the tea processing and the history behind the tea companies, and at the end we all got a cup of 

masala tea, and a few clients did a small amount of shopping here. Vinod, a local guide from Thattekad, joined us in 

Ooty town. After finishing the tea factory visit, we noticed the weather was getting clearer so we decided to go to a 

place called queen hill. We saw a raptor flying above us, it was an Oriental Honey Buzzard. We went to a small 

patch of forest and saw Black-and-orange Flycatcher, woodpeckers and also heard Nilgiri Wood Pigeon calling, but 

as it was getting dark we gave up and returned to the hotel. 

Day 8 Sunday 21st November 

This morning we decided to go for some early morning birding, in search of the Nilgiri Wood Pigeonagain, so we 

left the hotel by 6am. As we going to the forest it started raining slowly, but we could still spot a few birds such as 

Oriental Honey Buzzard, Black-rumped Flameblack, and Eurasian Blackbird. We had a very interesting sighting of 

Indian Giant Squirrels, they were making alarm calls continuously and 2-3 of them were jumping here and there so 

we knew some predator was nearby, it was a Crested Serpent-eagle perched on a dry tree branch and everyone had 

good sightings of this bird. 

 

After having breakfast we left the hotel by 8: 30am with packed lunches and started going towards Anamalai’s. As 

we going down to the valley below, we stopped at place where we can see the forest canopy down below. Here we 

had many bird sightings in this area including Yellow-browed Bulbul, Common Iora, Vernal Hanging Parrot, Plain 

Flowerpecker, and Ashy Drongo. As we watched birds we spotted a Gaur and Bonnet Macaques posed for our 

cameras.  
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At one point I saw a pair of Ashy Minivets, which is very rare and it was only the second sighting in my life! It took 

us quite a bite of time to pass Coimbatore city, this is very large city and because it was Sunday, the city was 

crowded. After passing the city we stopped for lunch, then started going towards the Banyan Tree Resort. We 

struggled on the muddy road but finally reached the resort by 4pm. In the evening we went for a walk and saw 

Spotted Owlets just coming out from their tree holes and a Brown Fish-owl flew across the river.  

Day 9 Monday 22nd November 

We woke up hearing the call of a Brown Wood Owl in the morning. We arranged to get a lift to the forest check 

post by 7:30 and after finishing all our entry formalities we started and stopped at many places while the sun started 

coming up slowly. We saw many birds on the way such as Sirkeer Malkoha, Blue-faced Malkoha, Malabar Parakeet, 

Changeable Hawk-eagle and Brown Shrike. At top slip we bought tickets for trekking so two forest guides 

accompanied us. First we went to the Kariyana shola. As we entered the forest we saw a group of Nilgiri Langurs, 

but they were quite shy and disappeared very fast. We saw Giant Wood Spiders (golden orbs) webs - some 

measuring over 5 feet and hanging like silk curtains. We heard the Malabar Trogon calling and we imitated its call 

and it responded and came and sat on a tree, where we could see it. Kethan(guide) stopped us at one point and 

showed his hand towards the bushes and said Frogmouth - it was sitting on a small tree amongst the dry leaves. We 

really enjoyed spotting the bird and took photographs too. Finally we reached one small dam, where many animals 

come to drink water and our guide had seen a tiger two days ago. We could see the footprints of Gaur, deer and 

elephants. We saw a Stork-billed Kingfisher sitting on a dry stump in the middle of the waterhole. On one occasion 

we heard the call of White-bellied Treepie - the endemic bird in the Western ghats - but we only could see it flying 

through the canopy. We saw many mixed species flocks including birds like the Common Flameback, Racket-tailed 

Drongo, Lesser Yellownape, Ashy Drongo, Scarlet Minivets, Asian Paradise Flycatcher etc.  

 

After having our packed lunch we decided to do a walk in a different habitat, a moist deciduous forest. As we were 

walking inside the forest it started raining but luckily it stopped immediately, and as soon as the rain stopped the 

birdlife started...White-bellied Treepie, Hart-spotted Woodpecker, Scarlet Minivets, Yellow-browed Bulbuls, Rufus 

Treepie, Racket-tailed Drongo, Golden Oriole, White-bellied Blue Flycatcher, Malabar Whistling Thrush and 

Tickells Blue Flycatcher were added to our list. Daphine spotted a mammal in a bamboo tree, it was a Dusky-

striped Squirrel, which is rare and found only in thick rainforests. Then we reached an open area where we could 

see a good view of the forest; we saw many butterflies here including Common Rose, Rustic, Dark Blue Tiger, 

Common Evening Brown, Common Four-ring and Blue Mormon. Ruth and Daphine particularly enjoyed watching 

the butterflies. We started walking back and saw Dark-fronted Babblers, Paradise Flycatchers and Malabar 

Parakeets. As it was getting dark and we were walking through the bamboo forest Vinod told this was a good place 

for Oriental Scops Owl and he played its call from his mobile phone! It immediately started responding but it took 

almost off an hour to locate it, all of us searching for the bird and its call was coming from a thick bamboo tree, 

finally David spotted it through his scope so everyone had a quick look at this bird – after our hard work, it was 

definitely our bird of the day.  

Day 10 Tuesday 23rd November 

We woke up early in the morning and Vinod went to find the Brown Wood Owls roosting place, but after a few 

minutes he returned back and said he didn’t find the Brown Wood Owl but he did see a Brown Fish Owl with John 

and Steve.  
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After breakfast we started moving towards Munnar, but our bus got a puncture so as it was a sunny day John 

Caddick and Vinod went birding and the rest of us started finding butterflies - we had amazing sightings of Yellow 

Pansy, Blue Pansy, Plain Tiger, Emigrants, Common Lime, Grey Pansy, Common Wonderer, Great Orange Tip, 

Baronet etc. we really enjoyed the watching butterflies. We stopped at Chinnar for a coffee break and we had a 

close sighting of Grey Langurs and Bonnet Macaques. We also saw a few birds too such as Collared Dove, 

Blossom-headed Parakeet etc.  

 

We reached tea country at around 1pm, and after lunch we went looking for Nilgiri Flycatcher but instead got a 

glimpse of Grey-breasted Laughing-thrush and we saw many Black Bulbuls. On our way back to the rest house we 

saw lots of egrets and reached our hotel by 6pm. We rejoined again at 7:30 in the lobby area and added the few new 

birds to our checklist today.  

Day 11 Wednesday 24th November 

After having an early breakfast we went to Rajamalai check post, and while waiting for the entrance tickets we 

noticed Blue-capped Rock-thrush and White-bellied Shortwing. At 8am they opened the gate and as we started 

walking we saw a group of Grey-breasted Laughing-thrushes, it was a very close sighting. Then we saw a pair of 

Nilgiri Pipits, which are endemic to this region. We were scanning through our binoculars the entire hill ranges for 

the Nigiri Tahr, but there were no sightings of Tahrs for the past two days, because they had previously been 

chased by wild dogs recently.  However, as we were going up, a forest watcher informed us there was a Tahr resting 

on the forest edge, and using our binoculars we saw it properly. We had a close view of Shortwings (Asian 

Thrushes) and Booted Warbler. We saw a raptor was flying and we recognized it was a Pallid Harrier.  

 

In the afternoon, we went to a place called Podamedu (deshadan), a high altitude area. We got dropped there, and 

as we started walking it became much cooler and misty. We saw Yellow-browed and Black Bulbuls and were hoping 

to see Nilgiri Wood Pigeon - as we walked a pigeon flew off and we couldn’t see it properly, but after walking 

further ahead we saw one that had just landed on a tree and we all had good views of this bird. At one point we saw 

Black-and-orange Flycatcher, but as mist was now blocking our views we decided to go back. 

Day 12 Thursday 25th November 

After breakfast we gathered in the hotel garden and saw some interesting birds like Indian Scimitar Babbler, Bay-

backed Shrike, Malabar Whistling-thrush, and Long-tailed Shrike. We left Munnar by 8am and started going 

towards Periyar. The drive is a wonderful one with many scenic spots. On the way we stopped for a tea break. We 

noticed lots of bird activiity here and saw Malabar Parakeet, White-bellied Treepie, Golden Oriole, Hill Myna, 

Racket-tailed Drongo etc. As we were descending down we saw an eagle sitting on a tree top, we identified it as a 

Bonnelli’s Eagle.  

 

We reached Aranya nivas for lunch and after that we went to the spices garden, where we met Needesh who 

explained to us about the all spices in this area. As we were walking in the garden we saw a Jungle Owlet which was 

a new bird for our checklist.  While returning back we stopped at the check post and walked around the Aranya 

nivas campus and we spotted birds such as Jungle Babbler, Malabar Grey Hornbill, and Black-rumped Flameblack. 

 



The National Parks of Southern India Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     January 11 7 
 

Day 13 Friday 26th November 

We all gathered in front of the hotel and noticed a few birds sitting on a dry tree, so we all scanned through our 

binoculars, and saw quite a few birds including Crimson-fronted Barbet, Scarlet Minivets, Ashy Drongos, Rufous 

Treepie and Greater Flameback. We finished our formalities and two forest guards accompanied us. We all enjoyed 

crossing the Periyar River with the bamboo raft. We saw a pair of raptors; one flew and perched on the highest 

branch of a tree, and though it was far we had a clear view through our binoculars and it was a Black Baza, one of 

the rarest birds in the rainforest.! It was a lovely morning and at one location we were blessed with many birds 

including Asian Fairy-bluebirds (5-6 of them), Brown-cheeked Fulvetta, White-bellied Treepie(10-12 of them), 

Racket-tailed Drongos, and Malabar Grey Hornbills. At one point we had good views of Malabar Trogon - both 

male and female. At another location we saw a group of birds, spotting of Chestnut-tailed Starling, a group of 

White-bellied Treepie, Bronzed Drongos, Malabar Parakeets, Golden-fronted Leafbirds, White-cheeked Barbets 

etc.  It was great place and Periyar has a large variety of birds including raptors, endemics and migratory birds. We 

also came across many waterbirds in the Periyar Lake; Pied Kingfisher on a dry stump, the usual Small Blue King 

fisher’s, Little Cormorants as well...we had a very good morning.  

 

In the afternoon we watched birds just outside the hotel, spotting Common Iora, White-throated Kingfisher, 

Minivets, Asian Brown Flycatchers etc, By then our boat tickets were ready and we all went and sat on an open 

deck boat. The usual common birds were seen on our boat ride; cormorants, darter, Ashy Woodswallow, Brahminy 

Kites etc.. On the banks of the river we saw many Sambar Deer, Wild Boar, Spotted Deer and Gaur. We saw a 

group of elephants but they were far away grazing on the other side of the hill. We noticed a raptor was flying over 

the boat, we recognized it was a Rufous-bellied Hawk-eagle. As we were returning back David spotted Otters - 

there were 6/7 of them playing in the water and catching fishes, and the sighting lasted almost 5-8 minutes.  

Day 14 Saturday 27th November 

Toady we decided to go trekking in a different place to look for Wynaad Laughing-thrush. It was a clear day and 

spotted many birds at the start of the trek, especially a very good view of a Heart-spotted Woodpecker which John 

Caddick took beautiful shots of through his telescope. And we saw birds like Golden Oriole, Malabar Grey 

Hornbill, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch etc. A Mountain Imperial Pigeon was flying over the canopy, but as we were 

walking into the forest, weather started getting dark and started raining, and we heard the call of a Great Hornbill 

but because of the mist and rain we were not able to see it. We decided to return back and on our way back we saw 

an Indian Muntjac. We reached the hotel at lunch time.  

 

This afternoon since it was still raining we cancelled our main trek and started walking around the Aranya nivas 

campus. We saw Nilgiri Langur, Indian Giant Squirrels and birds like Malabar Grey Hornbills, Crimson-fronted 

Barbet, Hill Myna, Asian Brown Flycatcher etc. In front of the hotel itself we saw a White-bellied Woodpecker. We 

all came out of the hotel and enjoyed watching this magnificent bird.  

Day 15 Sunday 28th November 

We left Periyar after breakfast and drove towards the Kumarakom backwaters. As we were descending down we 

saw many water bodies, and many waterbirds including terns, egrets, and on a wire we saw a flock of Barn 

Swallows.  
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We reached the houseboat by lunchtime and they welcomed us by giving us coconut juice. The houseboat was very 

nice and we split into two groups because they had given us two-house boats. They started taking us on a cruise 

and while traveling they served us lunch which was a fantastic kerala-style meal with fish curries. It was great 

watching many waterbirds on our boat ride – we saw huge number of terns, and it was difficult to identify them as 

it was a big flock including juveniles. We had taken photographs and then we decided they were Whiskered Terns. 

We saw many Baya Weaverbird nests, which were hanging on a coconut tree. As it got dark we saw Night Herons 

and Flying Foxes flying across the river. At night they moored the boat by the side of the backwater where we 

spent the night. 

Day 16 Monday 29th November 

After our morning boat ride, the boat got to the finishing point. After having our breakfast we left the boathouse 

by 8:30 and started going towards Thattekad.  The Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary also commonly known as the Thattekad 

Sanctuary is one of the great places for birding in southern India. We reached the sanctuary at around 12:30pm and 

Vinod and another local guide joined us. First they welcomed us by showing us a Brown Hawk Owl, which was 

roosting in bamboo bushes. As we were walking we came across a waterhole and noticed many waterbirds 

including Lesser Whistling Duck, Indian Pond Heron, Pintail Snipe, Great Egret, Intermediate Egret and 

Whiskered Terns.  

 

After having lunch at the home stay, we started walking in the forest and we reached the spot where we had a 

chance to spot Collared Scops Owl, it took us a long time to locate them, but we did find two of them just sitting in 

the thick bushes, very well camouflaged amongst the dry leaves. After which we came out to the open area and 

could spot many birds here; we saw a Dollarbird that had just landed on a dry tree - all of us had a very good view  

of that, as well as Red Spurfowl. We tried for Indian Pitta and waited for a long time but we saw only a glimpse of 

it. We checked in to our hotel around 7:30pm and after freshening up we all joined up in the restaurant and added 

few more species to our checklist. 

Day 17 Tuesday 30th November 

After having breakfast, we left the hotel at 9am. Steve and Ann went to the air port for an extension to their trip to 

the Andaman Islands. The local guide joined us and took us to many historical places. We went to the Dutch 

Palace, and the St. Francis Church. In the evening we went for Kathakali, which is a traditional dance in Kerala, we 

enjoyed watching it for almost 2 hours. We then returned back to the hotel and had a delicious dinner.  

Day 18 Wednesday 1st December 

We departed from the hotel early in the morning and reached the airport on time. It was time to say good-bye.  

We had an excellent and friendly group and it was a memorable trip…. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, tour 

reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted) 

      November 

  Common name Scientific name 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

1 Black Kite Milvus migrans                

2 Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis                 

3 Dusky crag Martin  Hirundo concolor                 

4 Cattle egret Bubulcus                

5 common myna Acridotheres tristis                

6 Blue rock thrush Monticila solitarius                 

7 Brahminy kite Haliastur indus                

8 Long billed vulture Gyps indicus                 

9 Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus                 

10 Long-tailed shrike Lanius schach                 

11 Red-vented bulbul Pycnonotus cafer                 

12 Scaly breasted munia Lonchura punctulata                 

13  Green bee-eater Merops orientalis                

14 Peregrine falcon  Falco peregrinus                 

15 Paddyfield warbler  Acrocephalus agricola                 

16 Black drongo Dicrurus macrocercus                

17 Rufous tree-pie Dendrocitta vagabunda                 

18 Jungle myna Acridotheres fuscus                 

19 White-rumped needletail Zoonavena sylvatica                 

20 Little cormorant  Phalacrocorax niger                

21 Common babbler Turdoides caudatus                 

22 Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis                 

23 Spotted owlet Athene brama                 

24 Rose-ringed parakeet Psittacula krameri                

25 Pied-bushchat Saxicola caprata                 

26 Indian Robin Saxicoloides fulicata                 

27 Common Tailor bird Orthotomus sutorius                 

28 House crow Corvus splendens                

29 Large-billed crow Corvus macrorhynchos                
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30 Loten's sunbird Nectarinia lotenia                 

31 Purple  sunbird Nectarinia asiatica                 

32 Black headed munia Lonchura malacca                 

33 Painted stork  Mycteria leucocephala                 

34 Common kingfisher Alcedo atthis                 

35 Common coot Fulica atra                 

36 Spot billed pelican  Pelecanus philippensis                 

37 Purple  swamp hen Porphyrio porphyrio                 

38 Black headed ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus                 

39 White throated kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis                 

40 Black ibis Pseudibis papillosa                 

41 Bronze winged jacana Metopidius indicus                 

42 Grey heron Ardea cinerea                 

43 Little egret  Egretta garzetta                 

44 Darter Anhinga melanogaster                 

45 Spot billed duck Anas poecilorhyncha                 

46 Great tit Parus major                 

47 Red whiskered bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus                 

48 Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis                 

49 White breasted waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus                 

50 Green sand piper Tringa ochropus                 

51 Paddy field pipit Anthus rufulus                 

52 Wire tailed swallow  Hirundo smithii                 

53 Greater coucal Centropus sinensis                 

54 Booted eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus                 

55 Black rumped flame back Dinopium benghalense                 

56 Greater Racket-tailed drongo Dicrurus paradiseus                 

57 Jungle babbler Turdoides striatus                 

58 Small minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus                  

59 Malabar parakeet Psittacula columboides                 

60 Velvet fronted nuthatch  Sitta frontalis                 

61 Bronzed drongo Dicrurus annectans                 
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62 Little grebe Podiceps grisegena                 

63 Indian Pond heron Ardeola grayii                

64 Eurasian spoonbill Platalea leucorodia                 

65 Grey jungle fowl  Gallus sonneratii                 

66 Indian pea fowl Pavo cristatus                 

67 Indian grey hornbill Ocyceros birostris                 

68 Black hooded oriole  Oriolus xanthornus                 

69 White bellied drongo Dicrurus caerulescens                 

70 Southern hill myna Gracula religiosa                 

71 Chestnut tailed  starling  Sturnus malabaricus                 

72 Indian silverbill Lonchura malabarica                 

73 Scarlet minivet Pericrocotus flammeus                 

74 Purple heron Ardea purpurea                 

75 Eurasian Golden oriole Oriolus oriolus                 

76 Yellow footed green pigeon Treron phoenicoptera                 

77 Rufous Babbler Turdoides subrufus                 

78 Crested serpent eagle Spilornis cheela                 

79 Brown capped pigmy woodpecker Dendrocopos nanus                 

80 Great egret  Casmerodius albus                 

81 Coppersmith barbet Megalaima haemacephala                x 

82 White cheeked barbet Megalaima viridis                

83 Golden fronted leaf bird Chloropsis aurifrons                 

84 Blue winged leafbird Chloropsis cochinchinensis                 

85 Blossom headed parakeet Pisittacula roseata                

86 Plain prinia Prinia inornata                 

87 Red-rumped swallow Hirundo daurica                 

88 Great cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo                 

89 Asian koel Eudynamys scolopacea                 

90 Common hawk cuckoo Hierococcyx varius                 

91 Changeable hawk eagle Spizaetus cirrhatus                 

92 Red- wattled lapwing Vanellus indicus                 

93 Forest wagtail  Dendronanthus indicus                 
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94 Greenish warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides                 

95 Chest nut headed bee-eater Merops leschenaulti                 

96 Stork billed kingfisher Halcyon capensis                 

97 Blue tailed bee-eater Merops philippinus                 

98 Blue bearded bee-eater Nyctyornis athertoni                 

99 Common snipe Gallinago gallinago                 

100 Ashy woodswallow Artamus fuscus                 

101 Vernal hanging parrot Loriculus vernalis                 

102 Malabar pied hornbill Anthracoceros coronatus                 

103 Red headed vulture Sarcogyps calvus                 

104 White - rumped vulture Gyps bengalensis                 

105 Green imperial pigeon  Ducula aenea                 

106 Streak throated woodpecker Picus xanthopygaeus                 

107  Wood sandpiper Tringa glareola                 

108 Short-toed snake eagle Circaetus gallicus                 

109 Oriental honey buzzard Pernis ptilorhyncus                 

110 Asian paradise flycatcher  Terpsiphone paradisi                 

111 Osprey  Pandion haliaetus                 

112 Tickell’s leaf warbler Phylloscopus affinis                 

113 White- bellied woodpecker  Dryocopus javensis                 

114 Large cuckooshrike  Coracina macei                 

115 Common redshank Tringa totanus                 

116 White eyed buzzard  Butastur teesa                 

117 Oriental white eye Zosterops palpebrosus                 

118 White browed fantail Rhipidura aureola                 

119 Grey headed canary flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis                 

120 Nilgiri laughing thrush Garrulax cachinnans                 

121 White - bellied shortwing Brachypteryx major                 

122 Black and orange flycatcher Ficedula nigrorufa                 

123 Ashy drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus                 

124 Common chiff chaff Phylloscopus collybita                 

125 Plain flower pecker Dicaeum concolor                 
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126 Ashy minivet Pericrocotus divaricatus                 

127 Eurasian black-bird Turdus merula                 

128 Asian palm swift Cypsiurus balasiensis                 

129 Indian swiftlet Collocalia unicolor                 

130 Yellow - browed bulbul Lole indica                 

131 Black lored tit Parus xanthogenys                 

132 Shikra Accipiter badius                 

133 Crested goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus                 

134 Black shouldered kite Elanus caeruleus                 

135 Indian scimitar babbler Pomatorhinus horsfieldii                 

136 Pacific swallow Hirundo tahitica                 

137 Common Iora Aegithina tiphia                 

138 Tickles blue flycatcher Cyornis tickelliae                 

139 Large-billed leaf warbler Phylloscopus magnirostris                 

140 Sirkeer malkoha Phaenicophaeus leschenaultii                 

141 Yellow billed babbler Turdoides affinis                 

142 Blue faced malkoha Phaenicophaeus viridirostris                 

143 White bellied treepie Dendrocitta leucogastra                 

144 White bellied blue flycatcher Cyornis pallipes                 

145 Malabar Trogon Harpactes fasciatus                 

146 Cyclone Frog mouth Batrachostomus moniliger                 

147 Heart-spotted woodpecker Hemicircus canente                 

148 Brown shrike Lanius cristatus                 

149 Malabar whistling thrush Myophonus horsfieldii                 

150 Lesser yellow nape Picus chlorolophus                 

151 Oriental scops owl Otus sunia                 

152 Common kestrel Falco tinnunculus                 

153 Orange headed thrush Zoothera citrina                 

154 Dark fronted babbler Phopocichla atriceps                 

155 Greater flame back Chrysocolaptes lucidus                 

156 Malabar grey hornbill Ocyceros griseus                 

157 Black bulbul Hypsipetes leucocephalus                 
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158 Large grey babbler Turdoides malcolmi                 

159 Eurasian Collard dove Streptopelia decaocto                 

160 Grey breasted laughing thrush Garrulax jerdoni                 

161 Bay backed shrike Lanius vittatus                 

162 Blue capped rock thrush  Monticila cinclorhynchus                 

163 Booted warbler Hippolais caligata                 

164 Pallid Harrier  Circus macrourus                 

165 Paid Harrier Circus melanoleucos                 

166 Nilgiri pipit Anthus nilghiriensis                 

167 Nilgiri wood pigeon  Columba elphinstonii                 

168 ashy prinia Prinia socialis                 

169 Jungle owlet Glaucidium radiatum                 

170 House swift Apus affinis                 

171 Bonelli’s eagle Hieraaetus fasciatus                 

172 Crimson fronted barbet Megalaima rubricapilla                 

173 Wooly necked stork Ciconia episcopus                 

174 Common greenshank Tringa nebularia                 

175 Mountain imperial pigeon  Ducula badia                 

176 Asian fairy blue bird Irena puella                 

177 Puff throated babbler Pellorneum ruficeps                 

178 Brown cheeked fulvetta Alcippe poioicephala                 

179 Black baza Aviceda leuphotes                 

180 Rufous bellied eagle Hieraaetus kienerii                 

181 Pied kingfisher Ceryle rudis                 

182 Red spurfowl Galloperdix spadicea                 

183 Bar winged flycatcher shrike Hemipus picatus                 

184 Emerald dove Chalcophaps indica                 

185 Eurasian marsh harrier Circus aeruginosus                 

186 Whiskered tern Chlidonias hybridus                 

187 Alexandrine parakeet Pisittacula eupatria                 

188 Black-crowned night heron Nycticorax nycticorax                 

189 Brown hawk owl Ninox scutulata                 
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190 Collared scops owl Otus bakkamoena                 

191 Dollar bird Eurystomus orientalis                 

192 Great hornbill Buceros bicornis                 

193 Indian pitta Pitta brachyura                 

194 Crested tree swift Hemiprocne coronata                 

195 Pintail snipe Gallinago stenura                 

196 Lesser whistling-duck Dendrocygna javanica                 

197 Brown fish owl Ketupa zeylonensis                 

198 Rock pigeon Columba livia                

199 Gull-billed tern Gelochelidon nilotica                 

200 Intermediate egret Mesophoyx intermedia                 

201 black headed cuckoo shrike Coracina melanoptera                 

202 Purple-rumped sunbird Nectarinia zeylonica                

203 Grey wagtail Motacilla cinerea                 

204 White browed wagtail Motacilla maderaspatensis                 

205 Yellow wagtail Motacilla flava                 

206 Crimson backed sunbird Nectarinia minima                 

Mammals                   

1 Three-striped palm squirrel  Funambulus palmarum                 

2 Bonnet macaque Macaca radiata                 

3 Spotted deer Axis axis                 

4 Gaur Bos gaurus                 

5 Indian Flying fox Pteropus giganteus                 

6 Wild boar Sus scrofa                 

7 Leopard Panthera pardus                 

8 Asian Elephant Elephas maximus                 

9 Sambar  Cervus unicolor                 

10 Stripe-necked mongoose Herpestes vitticollis                 

11 Hanuman Langur Semnopithecus entellus                 

12 Indian giant squirrel Ratufa indica                 

13 Small indian mongoose Herpestes javanicus                 



The National Parks of Southern India  Tour Report 

 

 

8  © Naturetrek     January 11 
 

      November 

  Common name Scientific name 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

14 Nilgiri langur Trachypithecus johnii                 

15 Lesser dog-faced Fruit bat Cynopterus brachyotis                 

16 Jungle striped squirrel  Funambulus tristriatus                 

17 Dusky striped squirrel Funambulus sublineatus                 

18 Tufted grey langur                   

19 Nilgiri Tahr Hemitragus hylocrius                 

20 Smooth coated otter Lutrogale perspicillata                 

21 Indian muntjac Muntiacus muntjak                 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and 

future travel plans. Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now live; do please pay us a visit! 

 

Bonnet’s Macaque – by John Caddick 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

