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Tour Leader:    Pradeep Singh  Naturalist 

 

Participants:    Toni Burnley 

Susan Burnley 

David Lait 

Hazel Lait 

Alison Smith 

Christine Waddington 

Steve Lloyd 

Patricia Sealey 

Day 1 Saturday 21st February 

London – Delhi - Sultanpur 

It was a very lovely, sunny day today, and the temperature was about 25°C in Delhi. The group came by BA 257, 

and the flight was on time, and we got everybody around 10.30. We drove from the airport to our hotel Holiday 

Inn and, on the way, saw Red-wattled Lapwing and Bank Myna.  

 

We checked in, and told the group about the afternoon programme. The group met up at 1pm, and four of the 

guests Toni, Sue, Steve and Pat wanted to go for the Delhi sightseeing, while the others wanted to go for 

Sultanpur Bird Sanctuary, to see birds. I went with birders to the sanctuary, where we saw large numbers of 

waterbirds, including Red-crested & Common Pochard, Garganey, Eurasian Wigeon, Northern Pintail, Common 

Teal, Greylag Goose and Common Moorhen. Other species included Great Egret, Intermediate Egret, Purple 

and Grey Heron, Purple Swamphen, Black-headed Ibis, Glossy Ibis, White-tailed Lapwing, and many more. 

 

We got back from the sanctuary around 5.30pm and, after dinner and a briefing about the next day’s programme, 

we said good night. 

Day 2 Sunday 22nd February 

Delhi to Nagpur – Kanha 

We met this morning at 3.45am, as it was a early flight to Nagpur. After a hitch with a mislaid boarding pass, we 

all boarded the flight. 

 

We reached Nagpur, and it was a nice temperature of 21°C. We all got our bags, and took three Innnova taxis 

for the drive to Kanha. On the way, we bought some fruit for the journey, in case anyone felt hungry before we 

reached Kanha, and stopped for a comfort break at the half way point. As we drove, we saw Common Langur 

monkey, Rhesus Macaque, Indian Roller, Black-winged Kite, Long-tailed Shrike, and Common and Bank Myna.  

 

We reached Kanha National Park around 1.45pm, going straight to our Earth Lodge. We checked in and then 

had lunch, and then went on the first safari drive through the park. We had good drive, and saw Spotted and 

Sambar Deer, together with a variety common bird species, and it was nice and cool in the park. Came back 
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around 6.30pm, and later met for the checklist, followed by dinner and a briefing about the next day's 

programme. Then it was lights off, after a long day. 

Day 3 Monday 23rd February 

Kanha 

Today we got up early, and met for the tea and coffee in the lodge, where our jeeps were waiting for us. We 

entered the park, and had good drive. We heard some alarm calls but despite waiting a long time, no Tiger came 

out. However, we saw some nice birds, and had breakfast in the park before we came back. 

 

We had lunch at 1pm, and left for the park again at 2.15pm. We saw Sambar & Swamp Deer, Rhesus Macaque, 

Common Langur, Spotted Deer and other common animals. We came back from park around 6.30pm, and met 

for checklist and dinner. After the plan for the next day, we went to bed. 

Day 4 Tuesday 24th February 

Kanha 

We met at same time in the morning, and everybody was happy as we all had enjoyed good sleep. After tea and 

coffee, we went again to the park, very hopeful of seeing a Tiger. As usual, the same thing happened as before, as 

we tried to follow the alarm calls. However, although we felt very close to the alarm calls, no Tiger appeared. So, 

after all this excitement, we went to the Kanha camp for breakfast and, after that, did some birding before 

coming back from the park.  

 

We met for lunch at 1pm, and then again left for park at 2.15, to be quick in the line for the park. In the park, we 

saw Indian Scops Owl, Crested Serpent Eagle amongst other birds, and tried for Tiger again, but we didn't see 

him. We came back, and had tea and coffee and then went to room for showers etc. We then met for the 

checklist and dinner, followed by bed, for our last night in Kanha. 

Day 5 Wednesday 25th February 

Kanha – Bandhavgarh 

We met again at the same time, for our last drive to the park. We went in and did a short drive through the park, 

as we had to leave for Bandhavgarh the same day. We saw again the familiar species, then came back to the 

hotel. After settling our bills, we left from the hotel with a packed lunch. 

 

It was a lovely drive, with good sightseeing, and we saw Indian Roller, Black-winged Kite and Woolly-necked 

Stork. We stopped on the way at one of the lake and saw Bronze-winged and Pheasant-tailed Jacana, Great 

Cormorant, Green Bee-eater. We reached Bandhavgarh in the evening, around 6pm, and checked in. We met for 

dinner and the checklist and, after a introduction about the place and park, went to bed. 
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Day 6 Thursday 26th February 

Bandhavgarh 

 

We met again for the park and went to Tala zone. It was a nice morning and wasn't cold at all, because of the 

cloudy weather. We had a good drive through the beautiful Raj Behra meadows of Bandhavgarh, and saw the 

lovely Spotted Deer in the misty light. It was a lovely drive through the hills of Bandhavgarh, and we saw Indian 

Gaur, Sambar deer, Scarlet Minivet, Woolly-necked and Lesser Adjutant Storks and other common birds. 

However, there was still no sight of a Tiger. 

 

We came back from park and met for lunch at 1pm, and then started again for the park at 2.30pm. We returned 

to the Tala zone, and then did a good drive again, with plenty of common species and some alarm calls, before 

we came back. We met for the checklist around 7pm, then followed by dinner, and then lights off. 

Day 7 Friday 27th February 

Bandhavgarh 

We met again to return to the park and, today, the weather was very cloudy with a little rain as well, but by the 

time we reached the park it had stopped. We went in and, this morning, had some very good alarm calls. 

Someone reported a Tiger with cubs in one of the areas, so we went to that place, and spent all the time there 

waiting and waiting, but nothing happened. While we were waiting, we saw Indian, White-bellied and Red headed 

Vultures. Sadly, we came back from park without any Tiger sightings. Everybody was getting little depressed 

about not seeing any Tigers, but they had hope for the next three drives. 

 

We came back and had breakfast and free time, and then met for a little lunch again before went to the park. 

This evening, we went to the Magdi zone, to the place where a female with three eight-month-old cubs had been 

sighted every day but, although we waited there, nothing happened. We went to a lake which was close to the 

area, and saw Red-naped Ibis, Little Grebe and Crested Serpent Eagle. We had a little time before we had to go 

to the park gate, so we decided to check the other water hole, where a male and female Tiger had also been 

sighted. Those in the first vehicle, finally had glimpse of the male Tiger, crossing the road! Unfortunately, the 

other group members, including me, missed it by about 20 seconds, as the Tiger had gone into the bamboo 

forest. Our first sighting! 

 

We came back from park and met for checklist and, as it was Christine’s birrthday, we organised a surprise cake 

for her. Sadly, she hadn't seen the Tiger today, otherwise it would have been the best gift she could have had. 

But we still had another two more drives in the park. After celebrating her birthday, we went to bed. 

Day 8 Saturday 28th February 

Bandhavgarh – Overnight train – Agra 

Today we woke up at the same time, but left for the park 10 minutes earlier, in order to maximise our chances of 

good sightings. We went into the Magdi zone again, and soon found some very fresh Tiger footprints, which we 

followed, but didn't find the animal. This morning, I was with the first vehicle, and we went to the place where 
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the Tigers had been seen. As it was still early, the other vehicle joined us for a while. However, the Tigers were 

inside the bamboo forest, as they were feeding on a kill. We stayed there, but the other vehicle had to follow a 

different route. The Elephant mahouts said the Tigers might come out, as the kill was almost finished. After 

some time, the female came on to the road, and crossed and went into the grass. Then the cubs were also trying 

to come out, but they didn’t, as there were so many cars. After some time, the female reappeared, crossed the 

road again, and returned to the cubs. We were delighted to see this wonderful animal. We eventually met with up 

the rest of the group, who had been lucky to see two Sloth Bears, but, unfortunately, still no Tigers for them. We 

came back from the park and had breakfast, and then again met for lunch and then for the last drive. 

 

This time, I was with the other group, and we went to the point again, where we left Tigers this morning. As we 

reached there, we saw the cubs and mother sleeping under the shade of bamboo forest.  Finally, the whole group 

saw Tigers! After some time, the rest of the party came, and we all saw the Tigers together and got some photos. 

The whole group was happy that, on our last drive to the park, we all saw these majestic Tigers.  

 

We came back and did packing and sorted our bills out, and then left from the hotel to catch our overnight train 

to Agra with a packed dinner.  

Day 9 Sunday 1st March 

Agra 

After a long night on the train, we arrived around noon, and then went to the hotel Trident. It was about 15 

minutes drive from the train station. We were all tired, so we decided to go to the Taj Mahal in the evening. As 

we went in, it started raining, and we had to shelter in one of the buildings from the rain. It eased, and then we 

did the sightseeing in the rain, which made it look totally different. On the back of the Taj Mahal, by the Yamuna 

River, we saw Rosy Pelican, Spoonbill, Great Cormorant, Ruddy Shelduck, Black Kite, Greenshank and 

Redshank, Little Ringed Plover and other waders.  We came back from the Taj, and then they all went to their 

rooms. 

 

We met for drinks and the checklist and then, after letting them know about the next day’s plan, we said 

goodnight. 

Day 10 Monday 2nd March 

Agra 

This morning, we got up early and went to see the Baby Taj and, after that, we went to Agra Fort. It started 

raining very heavily, so we waited a while in the coach, but then decided to get wet. We borrowed some 

umbrellas from the people outside the fort. The entry gate of the fort was full of water, so we had to wait there 

as well, until the water drained out. We managed to get into the fort and enjoyed our sightseeing of Agra fort. 

Afterwards, we went to a local restaurant for lunch, and then went on to the abandoned city of Fatehpur Sikri. 

 

Today was the day for Patricia and Steve to say good bye to others, as they were going on for extension of 

Bharatpur and Ranthambhore. After seeing them off, we came back to Agra and went to the local restaurant for 

dinner and drinks, and did the checklist. Later on we got to the train station to catch our train to Delhi. We 
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reached Delhi around 11.30pm, and then drove to their hotel Holiday Inn and, after letting them know about the 

programme for their flights back home and settling their wake-up calls for morning, I said good bye to them. 

 

We all agreed that it had been an amazing time, experiencing Wild India in style, especially the Tigers! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (= recorded but not counted) 

      February/March 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 1 

1 Little Grebe   Tachybaptus ruficollis                 

2 Great White (Rosy) Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus                  

3 Dalmatian Pelican  Pelecanus crispus                  

4 Great Cormorant   Phalacrocorax carbo               

5 Little Cormorant  Microcarbo niger              

6 Oriental Darter  Anhinga melanogaster                   

7 Grey Heron   Ardea cinerea                  

8 Purple Heron   Ardea purpurea                  

9 Great Egret   Ardea alba                  

10 Intermediate Egret   Egretta intermedia                  

11 Little Egret   Egretta garzetta                

12 Indian Pond Heron  Ardeola grayii             

13 Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis           

14 Painted Stork  Mycteria leucocephala                  

15 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra                  

16 Woolly-necked Stork   Ciconia episcopus                

17 Lesser Adjutant  Leptoptilos javanicus                

18 Black-headed Ibis  Threskiornis melanocephalus                  

19 Red-naped Ibis  Pseudibis papillosa                

20 Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus                  

21 Eurasian Spoonbill   Platalea leucorodia                  

22 Lesser Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna javanica                

23 Greylag Goose   Anser anser                  

24 Ruddy Shelduck  Tadorna ferruginea                  

25 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna                  

26 Comb Duck   Sarkidiornis melanotos                  

27 Eurasian Wigeon  Anas penelope                  

28 Gadwall  Anas strepera                  

29 Common Teal   Anas crecca                 

30 Spot-billed Duck   Anas poecilorhyncha                  

31 Northern Pintail  Anas acuta                 

32 Garganey  Anas querquedula                  

33 Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata                  

34 Red-crested Pochard  Netta rufina                  

35 Common Pochard  Aythya ferina                  

36 Ferruginous Duck  Aythya nyroca                  

37 Oriental Honey Buzzard   Pernis ptilorhynchus              

38 Black-winged Kite   Elanus caeruleus              

39 Black Kite   Milvus migrans                 

40 Egyptian Vulture   Neophron percnopterus                  

41 White-rumped Vulture  Gyps bengalensis                 

42 Long-billed Vulture  Gyps indicus               

43 Eurasian Griffon   Gyps fulvus                

44 Red-headed Vulture  Sarcogyps calvus                

45 Crested Serpent Eagle   Spilornis cheela              

46 Shikra   Accipiter badius                

47 White-eyed Buzzard  Butastur teesa                  
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      February/March 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 1 

48 Changeable Hawk-Eagle   Nisaetus cirrhatus                

49 Common Kestrel   Falco tinnunculus                  

50 Painted Spurfowl Galloperdix lunulata                  

51 Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus                 

52 Red Spurfowl   Galloperdix spadicea                  

53 Painted Spurfowl Galloperdix lunulata                  

54 Indian Peafowl  Pavo cristatus           

55 Purple Swamphen   Porphyrio porphyrio                 

56 Common Moorhen   Gallinula chloropus                  

57 Common Coot   Fulica atra                  

58 Pheasant-tailed Jacana  Hydrophasianus chirurgus                  

59 Bronze-winged Jacana  Metopidius indicus                  

60 Eurasian Stone-curlew   Burhinus oedicnemus                  

61 River Lapwing  Vanellus duvaucelii                  

62 Yellow-wattled Lapwing  Vanellus malabaricus       h          

63 Red-wattled Lapwing   Vanellus indicus          

64 White-tailed Lapwing  Vanellus leucurus                  

65 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius                  

66 Common Redshank   Tringa totanus                 

67 Common Greenshank   Tringa nebularia                  

68 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus                

69 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos                  

70 Ruff  Philomachus pugnax                  

71 Rock Dove   Columba livia                 

72 Oriental Turtle Dove   Streptopelia orientalis               

73 Eurasian Collared Dove   Streptopelia decaocto                  

74 Spotted Dove   Streptopelia chinensis             

75 Yellow-footed Pigeon   Treron phoenicoptera                

76 Alexandrine Parakeet   Psittacula eupatria               

77 Rose-ringed Parakeet   Psittacula krameri               

78 Plum-headed Parakeet  Psittacula cyanocephala              

79 Common Hawk-Cuckoo   Hierococcyx varius     h            

80 Indian Cuckoo   Cuculus micropterus             h     

81 Sirkeer Malkoha   Taccocua leschenaultii                  

82 Greater Coucal   Centropus sinensis                

83 Indian Scops Owl   Otus bakkamoena                 

84 Mottled Wood Owl   Strix ocellata                  

85 Jungle Owlet   Glaucidium radiatum                

86 Spotted Owlet   Athene brama                 

87 Indian Nightjar   Caprimulgus asiaticus                  

88 White-rumped Spinetail  Zoonavena sylvatica                  

89 Crested Treeswift  Hemiprocne coronata                

90 Common Kingfisher   Alcedo atthis                 

91 Stork-billed Kingfisher   Pelargopsis capensis                  

92 White-throated Kingfisher   Halcyon smyrnensis             

93 Green Bee-eater   Merops orientalis             

94 Indian Roller   Coracias benghalensis           

95 Eurasian Hoopoe   Upupa epops               

96 Indian Grey Hornbill  Ocyceros birostris              

97 Malabar Pied Hornbill  Anthracoceros coronatus                  

98 Brown-headed Barbet   Megalaima zeylanica               
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      February/March 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 1 

99 Coppersmith Barbet   Megalaima haemacephala                  

100 Brown-capped Woodpecker  Dendrocopos moluccensis nanus                  

101 Streak-throated Woodpecker  Picus xanthopygaeus                  

102 Black-rumped Flameback   Dinopium benghalense               

103 White-naped Woodpecker   Chrysocolaptes festivus       h           

104 Wire-tailed Swallow   Hirundo smithii                 

105 Red-rumped Swallow   Cecropis daurica                

106 White Wagtail   Motacilla alba                  

107 White-browed Wagtail  Motacilla madaraspatensis                  

108 Grey Wagtail   Motacilla cinerea                  

109 Oriental Pipit   Anthus rufulus                  

110 Large Cuckooshrike   Coracina macei                

111 Scarlet Minivet   Pericrocotus flammeus                  

112 Red-vented Bulbul   Pycnonotus cafer             

113 Jungle Prinia   Prinia sylvatica                  

114 Ashy Prinia   Prinia socialis                 

115 Plain Prinia   Prinia inornata                  

116 Common Tailorbird   Orthotomus sutorius                 

117 Hume's Leaf Warbler   Phylloscopus humei                  

118 Greenish Warbler   Phylloscopus trochiloides                  

119 Red-breasted Flycatcher  Ficedula  parva                 

120 Tickell's Blue Flycatcher   Cyornis tickelliae                 

121 Oriental Magpie-Robin   Copsychus saularis              

122 White-rumped Shama   Copsychus malabaricus       h           

123 Black Redstart   Phoenicurus ochruros               

124 Grey Bushchat  Saxicola ferrea                  

125 Indian Chat  Cercomela fusca               

126 White-browed Fantail   Rhipidura aureola                 

127 Asian Paradise Flycatcher   Terpsiphone paradisi                  

128 Puff-throated Babbler   Pellorneum ruficeps                 

129 Indian Scimitar Babbler   Pomatorhinus horsfieldii     h h           

130 Large Grey Babbler  Turdoides malcolmi                  

131 Jungle Babbler   Turdoides striatus          

132 Brown-cheeked Fulvetta   Alcippe poioicephala                 

133 Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch   Sitta castanea                 

134 Purple Sunbird   Cinnyris asiaticus              

135 Oriental White-eye   Zosterops palpebrosus                 

136 Eurasian Golden Oriole   Oriolus oriolus                  

137 Black-hooded Oriole   Oriolus xanthornus                 

138 Isabelline Shrike   Lanius isabellinus                  

139 Brown Shrike   Lanius cristatus                  

140 Long-tailed Shrike   Lanius schach               

141 Black Drongo   Dicrurus macrocercus            

142 Ashy Drongo   Dicrurus leucophaeus                  

143 White-bellied Drongo   Dicrurus caerulescens             

144 Greater Racket-tailed Drongo   Dicrurus paradiseus             

145 Rufous Treepie   Dendrocitta vagabunda            

146 House Crow   Corvus splendens               

147 Large-billed Crow   Corvus macrorhynchos            

148 Bank Myna  Acridotheres ginginianus               

149 Common Myna   Acridotheres tristis            
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      February/March 

  Common name Scientific name 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 1 

150 Chestnut-tailed Starling  Sturnia malabarica                  

151 House Sparrow   Passer domesticus                 

152 Chestnut-shouldered Petronia   Petronia xanthocollis                

 Mammals 

 

                  

1 Royal Bengal Tiger  Panthera tigris tigris                  

2 Jungle Cat Felis chaus kelaarita or kutas                  

3 Rhesus Macaque Macaca mulatta            

4 Common Langur Presbytis entellus           

5 Ruddy Mongoose  Herpestes smithii                 

6 Golden Jackal  Canis aureus               

7 Sloth Bear  Merursus ursinus                  

8 Indian Flying Fox Pteropus giganteus               

9 Indian Tree Shrew Anathana ellioti                  

10 Indian or Black-naped Hare  Lepus nigricollis                  

11 Three-striped Palm Squirrel Funambulus pennarum            

12 Gaur (Indian Bison) Bos guarus               

13 Sambar Cervus unicolor            

14 Barasingha (Swamp Deer) Cervus duvauceli branderi               

15 Chital (Spotted Deer) Cervus axis            

16 Indian Muntjac (Barking Deer) Muntiacus muntjak               

17 Chousingha (Four-horned Antelope)  Tetracerus quadricornis                  

18 Indian Wild Boar Sus scrofa            

 


