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Tour participants: Kaustubh Mulay (leader) together with five Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Friday 4th November 

The tour started with an overnight British Airways flight from Heathrow to Delhi. 

Day 2 Saturday 5th November 

The flight landed at Delhi airport and we were met by Kaustubh. We left the airport and drove to the Pullman 

Hotel where we met Judith and Nicholas who had arrived a day earlier, and this completed our tour group. We 

checked-in and later met at 1pm to visit Sultanpur. Unfortunately, when we arrived we found that the authorities 

had closed the park due to an outbreak of bird flu. We returned to the hotel and later had dinner and a briefing.  

Day 3 Sunday 6th November 

We had an early wake-up call and after breakfast departed for the airport to board our flight to Nagpur. The 

flight reached Nagpur on time and we were met at the airport by the ever-smiling Mr. Sudeep. We then set off 

on our drive towards Kanha. The journey took five-and-a-half hours as the road was in a bad state in places due 

to the monsoon rains. We arrived at Earthlodge and were welcomed by Mr. Karan Rana and his courteous team. 

 

We enjoyed lunch before setting out on our first safari into the park. We enjoyed the beauty of the forest, and 

had some good sightings of Spotted Deer, Sambar, Gaur and quite a few birds. We also heard a lot of Langur 

monkey and Spotted Deer alarm calls, indicating the presence of a predator nearby, but it remained elusive. Just 

before leaving we were told by a forest department vehicle driver parked at the trackside that a Tiger had just 

charged past. We waited for a while to see if the animal was still around, but as darkness fell we had to return to 

our lodge. 

 

Back at the lodge we had time to shower before attending a wonderful presentation about Kanha from one of 

the lodge naturalists. We then had a delicious dinner and after a briefing, retired to bed. 

Day 4 Monday 7th November 

We had another early wake-up call and a cup of coffee before departing for our morning safari at Mukki. We 

enjoyed watching the sunrise over the misty meadows. At the Mukki zone it was quiet to begin with, and then we 

heard the alarm calls of Langur monkeys. We waited but nothing appeared, so we moved on. We learned from a 

passing vehicle that they had just had a sighting, so we went straight to the spot. We heard alarm calls and the 

growls of a Tiger, but it remained well hidden. It was then time for breakfast, after which we drove out of the 

park. 

  

Back at the lodge we had a rest before meeting for lunch, and then departing on our afternoon safari. This time 

we were in the Sarhi zone where we followed a lot of pugmarks and saw large flocks of Chestnut-tailed Starlings 

and Plum-headed Parakeets. Eventually we ran out of time and left the park. 

 

In the evening we enjoyed another presentation, which was followed by dinner. 
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Day 5 Tuesday 8th November 

This morning our safari was in the Kanha zone. We took the lesser-visited Nakti Ghati route to reach the kanha 

meadows. We followed the pugmarks of at least six different Tigers and had wonderful views of a large herd of 

Gaurs, a Common Kingfisher and a few other birds. Whilst checking the meadow area we heard a lot of alarm 

calls by Langur monkeys and Spotted Deer. We waited but the alarm calls stopped. Later we drove to Link 8 

road where we heard the growls of a Tiger. Again we waited but nothing came into view, so we headed for 

breakfast. After breakfast, we returned to the park gate, stopping on the way to watch the birds which included a 

wonderful but brief sighting of a Peregrine Falcon. 

  

After lunch, our afternoon safari was to the Kisli zone. We heard a few alarm calls by Sambar, but again the 

Tiger proved elusive. 

 

In the evening we watched a documentary about the forest guards at Kanha, and got an insight into how tough it 

is to protect the forests, and the hardships they face every single day during their service. After the film we 

enjoyed a bush dinner under the grand old Mahua tree. After a delicious meal, we retired to bed as we had a long 

day tomorrow. 

Day 6 Wednesday 9th November 

After another early start and cups of coffee, we set off for the Kisli zone. As we drove in we had great views of 

the Jackals, curled up to stay warm in the grassland. We found the very fresh pugmarks of a male Tiger which 

went into the bushes. Mahouts on their elephants were scouring the bush to find him. Suddenly, from the other 

side of the grassland, there were lots of alarm calls by Sambar and Barasingha. We rushed to the Indri Road and 

found fresh tracks made by a Tigress, but she had disappeared too. We did have fantastic close views of the 

Barasingha deer which were alert in the adjoining meadows. After breakfast we again visited a few spots where 

there might have been the chance of a sighting, but to no avail. 

 

We returned to our lodge and packed our bags before lunch. After lunch we set off for Bandhavgarh with the 

smiling staff waving us goodbye. It took us about six hours to reach Bandhavgarh and we had a couple of stops 

for washrooms en route. It was a pleasant drive through the countryside, watching the swaying crops just about 

ready for harvesting. Upon arrival we were greeted by Raju and Anurag, the naturalists at Kings Lodge, who 

helped us to our rooms. Later we met for dinner and after a briefing about the park and related matters, we 

retired to bed. 

Day 7 Thursday 10th November 

We had an early wake-up call and hot coffee. John and Nicholas felt under the weather so they decided to stay at 

the lodge while the rest of us departed for our first safari into Bandhavgarh. We visited the Tala zone and as we 

got onto our route, we spotted fresh tracks which we followed till they disappeared. We then checked the 

Mirchaini area. Again we found fresh pugmarks over the vehicle tracks. Just as we were about to turn the vehicle 

around we heard a crunching sound from within the bushes, and suddenly there was a movement: it was a Tiger 

cub! Whilst a little bit away, it was a great sight to watch it at play, and we were the only ones there for quite a 
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while before other jeeps arrived. After this fantastic sighting we went for breakfast, after which we drove back to 

the gate to exit the park. 

  

For our afternoon safari, John came with us. We returned to the same spot as this morning and again found 

Tiger cubs. John was very happy that he had made the trip! 

 

Back at the lodge everyone was excited at having seen a Tiger. Anurag gave a wonderful presentation on 

Bandhavgarh and its history, after which we had dinner. 

Day 8 Friday 11th November 

Today both our safaris were in the Magadhi zone. For the morning safari, John and Nicholas again stayed back 

at the lodge. On our way to the park gate we had a wonderful sighting of a Jungle Cat, out in the open and trying 

to hunt using the light from our jeep. We watched her for a while until she went into the bushes.  We also spent 

a long time watching Alexandrine Parakeets basking and preening on a dry tree stump. After breakfast we 

checked other areas before returning to the gate and back to our lodge. 

 

For our afternoon drive we were joined by Nicholas, but Judith stayed at the lodge. We returned to the Magadhi 

zone and as we got onto our route, we spotted a pair of Red Spurfowl, foraging on the road. The birds moved 

into the bamboo thickets so we moved forward and found very fresh pugmarks of a Tigress leading into the 

bushes. Then there were a lot of Spotted Deer alarm calls. It appeared we had missed spotting the Tigress by 

moments. We waited for a while without success so we started our return route back to the gate. Suddenly a 

vehicle was rushing towards us, and we were informed of the male Tiger walking in the dry stream. We rushed to 

the spot and there he was! He was in the bushes, walking towards us. The Tiger came out and crossed the road, 

oblivious to our presence. Nicholas was very happy to have seen his first Tiger! 

 

After returning to the lodge, we met later and watched a tribal dance that had been organized by the lodge to 

give us an insight into the culture of the region. We thoroughly enjoyed the dance and some even participated. 

We then had dinner outside with wood fire stoves to keep us warm. After the sumptuous dinner, we called it a 

night and retired to bed. 

Day 9 Saturday 12th November 

This morning we had our last safari in Tala zone. As we got onto our designated route, we came across fresh 

pugmarks. We met two forest guards returning from night patrol and they informed us that a Tiger had just gone 

into the dry stream on the other side of the hillock. We waited for a long time with a few other jeeps but the 

Tiger didn’t appear. A little later we found the footprints of a Sloth Bear on the road, and rounding a bend, we 

saw it walking on the road. We all got good views before it vanished into the bushes. Later we drove to the 

centre point for breakfast, and afterwards we checked a few places before we had to return to the lodge. 

 

Back at the lodge we had a time for a shower and to pack before lunch. After lunch we checked-out and went to 

Katni with a packed dinner, to catch our train to Agra. En route we had good views of village life with lots of 

cattle returning home after their day out grazing and farmers carrying stacks of harvested paddy. 
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The train was slightly delayed, but once on board we had our picnic dinner and then settled down for a night on 

the train. 

Day 10 Sunday 13th November 

We reached Agra at 9.30am where we were welcomed by Mr. Surendra, who took us to our hotel; Courtyard by 

Marriott. We had breakfast at the hotel and checked-in. 

 

We met at 12.30pm and drove to Fatehpur Sikri, to explore the majestic Mughal architecture with a local cultural 

guide. We returned to the hotel at 6pm. 

Day 11 Monday 14th November 

Today we met in the hotel lobby at 9.45am and set off to visit the Taj Mahal. After the visit we went on to visit 

the Baby Taj (tomb of Itmad-Ud-Daula), followed by a visit to the Red Fort. After the sightseeing visits we went 

to a local restaurant for lunch.  

 

After lunch Elizabeth went back to the hotel as she was staying in India on a private extension, and the rest of 

the group drove to the railway station and boarded a train to Delhi. We were met at Delhi by Mr. Avinash and 

taken to the Pullman Hotel for our last night in India. After checking-in, we said goodbye and thanks to 

Kaustubh. 

Day 12 Tuesday 15th November 

With Judith and Nicholas making their own onward arrangements, Joan and John were taken to Delhi airport. 

They boarded a direct flight back to the UK, where another Naturetrek adventure came to an end. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted) 

      November 

  Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

1 Little Cormorant  Phalacrocorax niger                

2 Intermediate Egret   Egretta intermedia                

3 Little Egret   Egretta garzetta                  

4 Indian Pond Heron  Ardeola grayii             

5 Eastern Cattle Egret   Bubulcus coromandus             

6 Lesser Adjutant  Leptoptilos javanicus                  

7 Red-naped Ibis  Pseudibis papillosa                   

8 Lesser Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna javanica                   

9 Osprey   Pandion haliaetus                    

10 Crested (Oriental) Honey Buzzard   Pernis ptilorhynchus                   

11 Black-shouldered Kite   Elanus caeruleus                  

12 Black Kite   Milvus migrans                 

13 White-rumped Vulture  Gyps bengalensis                    

14 Indian (Long-billed) Vulture  Gyps indicus                    

15 Red-headed Vulture  Sarcogyps calvus                    

16 Crested Serpent Eagle   Spilornis cheela                   

17 Shikra   Accipiter badius                   

18 White-eyed Buzzard  Butastur teesa                    

19 Changeable Hawk-Eagle   Spizaetus cirrhatus                    

20 Peregrine Falcon   Falco peregrinus                    

21 Jungle Bush-quail   Perdicula asiatica                    

22 Red Spurfowl   Galloperdix spadicea                

23 Painted Spurfowl Galloperdix lunulata                    

24 Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus                  

25 Common Moorhen   Gallinula chloropus                    

26 Black-winged Stilt   Himantopus himantopus                 

27 Yellow-wattled Lapwing  Vanellus malabaricus                 

28 Red-wattled Lapwing   Vanellus indicus                

29 Common Greenshank   Tringa nebularia                    
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

30 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus                    

31 Rock Dove   Columba livia               

32 Oriental Turtle Dove   Streptopelia orientalis                    

33 Eurasian Collared Dove   Streptopelia decaocto                    

34 Red Collared Dove   Streptopelia tranquebarica                    

35 Spotted Dove   Streptopelia chinensis                

36 Laughing Dove   Streptopelia senegalensis                   

37 Yellow-footed Green Pigeon   Treron phoenicoptera                   

38 Alexandrine Parakeet   Psittacula eupatria              

39 Rose-ringed Parakeet   Psittacula krameri            

40 Plum-headed Parakeet  Psittacula cyanocephala              

41 Common Hawk-Cuckoo   Cuculus varius                   

42 Plaintive Cuckoo   Cacomantis merulinus                    

43 Greater Coucal   Centropus sinensis               

44 Indian Scops Owl   Otus bakkamoena                  

45 Brown Fish Owl   Ketupa zeylonensis                   

46 Jungle Owlet   Glaucidium radiatum               

47 Spotted Owlet   Athene brama                 

48 Crested Treeswift  Hemiprocne coronata                

49 Common Kingfisher   Alcedo atthis               

50 Blue-bearded Bee-eater   Nyctyornis athertoni                    

51 Green Bee-eater   Merops orientalis                   

52 Indian Roller   Coracias benghalensis              

53 Eurasian Hoopoe   Upupa epops                 

54 Indian Grey Hornbill  Ocyceros birostris                 

55 Brown-headed Barbet   Megalaima zeylanica                   

56 Coppersmith Barbet   Megalaima haemacephala                    

57 Rufous Woodpecker   Celeus brachyurus                    

58 Streak-throated Woodpecker  Picus xanthopygaeus                    

59 Black-rumped Flameback   Dinopium benghalense               

60 Plain Martin   Riparia paludicola                    

61 Dusky Crag Martin   Ptyonoprogne concolor                   
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

62 Barn Swallow   Hirundo rustica                    

63 Red-rumped Swallow   Cecropis daurica                    

64 Yellow Wagtail   Motacilla flava                    

65 Grey Wagtail   Motacilla cinerea                

66 Oriental Pipit   Anthus rufulus                    

67 Large Cuckooshrike   Coracina macei               

68 Red-whiskered Bulbul   Pycnonotus jocosus                    

69 Red-vented Bulbul   Pycnonotus cafer            

70 Common Iora   Aegithina tiphia                    

71 Orange-headed Thrush   Zoothera citrina                   

72 Ashy Prinia   Prinia socialis                    

73 Red-breasted Flycatcher  Ficedula  parva                    

74 Tickell's Blue Flycatcher   Cyornis tickelliae                    

75 Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher   Culicicapa ceylonensis                    

76 Oriental Magpie-robin   Copsychus saularis               

77 Indian Robin   Saxicoloides fulicata                  

78 Black Redstart   Phoenicurus ochruros                

79 Pied Bush Chat   Saxicola caprata                 

80 Common Stonechat Saxicola torquatus                  

81 Black-naped Monarch   Hypothymis azurea                    

82 Puff-throated Babbler   Pellorneum ruficeps                    

83 Jungle Babbler   Turdoides striatus              

84 Brown-cheeked Fulvetta   Alcippe poioicephala                    

85 Great Tit   Parus major                    

86 Black-hooded Oriole   Oriolus xanthornus                

87 Isabelline Shrike   Lanius isabellinus                    

88 Long-tailed Shrike   Lanius schach                    

89 Black Drongo   Dicrurus macrocercus            

90 Greater Racket-tailed Drongo   Dicrurus paradiseus              

91 Rufous Treepie   Dendrocitta vagabunda            

92 House Crow   Corvus splendens                

93 Large-billed Crow   Corvus macrorhynchos            
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

94 Bank Myna  Acridotheres ginginianus                

95 Common Myna   Acridotheres tristis            

96 Chestnut-tailed Starling  Sturnia malabarica                    

97 House Sparrow   Passer domesticus               

98 Chestnut-shouldered Petronia   Petronia xanthocollis                    

99 Red Avadavat   Amandava amandava                    

100 Nutmeg Mannikin   Lonchura punctulata                    

Mammals                       

1 Royal Bengal Tiger  Panthera tigris tigris                    

2 Jungle Cat Felis chaus kelaarita or kutas                   

3 Rhesus Macaque Macaca mulatta                 

4 Common Langur Presbytis entellus              

5 Golden Jackal  Canis aureus               

6 Sloth Bear  Merursus ursinus                    

7 Indian or Black-naped Hare  Lepus nigricollis                    

8 Three-striped Palm Squirrel Funambulus pennarum                

9 Gaur (Indian Bison) Bos guarus              

10 Sambar Cervus unicolor              

11 Barasingha (Swamp Deer) Cervus duvauceli branderi                 

12 Chital (Spotted Deer) Cervus axis              

13 Indian Muntjac (Barking Deer) Muntiacus muntjak                  

14 Nilgai (Blue Bull) Boselaphus tragocamelus                    

15 Indian Wild Boar Sus scrofa              

Other fauna                       

1 Indian Flapshell Turtle  Lissemys punctata                   

2 Water Snake species  Natrix sp                    

3 Common Garden Lizard  Calotes versicolor                    

4 Rat Snake Zamenis longissimus                    

 


