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Tour participants: Yusuf Rizvi (leader) with four Naturetrek clients  

Summary 

This report covers the Naturetrek tour ‘The Wildlife of Satpura – Best of Central India’, and the Kanha post-

tour extension. Overall, the trip was a success with 110 species of bird and 22 mammal species being recorded in 

two different parks: Satpura and Kanha National Parks of India. On the tour there were two individual Tigers 

sighted in Kanha, two sightings of Jungle Cat, one single Dhole and two Sloth Bears in Satpura. We had an 

interesting walk in the core zone with frantic distress calls, showing we were very close to the big cats! 

 

Being peak winter, good numbers of birds were also observed in Satpura.  

Day 1 Friday 20th December 

The tour started with an overnight flight from the UK to Mumbai. 

Day 2 Saturday 21st December 

The flight from Mumbai to Bhopal was cancelled, so the guests were rerouted for Delhi. They were transferred 

to Hotel Pride Plaza in Aero city, New Delhi for an overnight stay. 

Day 3 Sunday 22nd December 

Today the guests had a morning flight to Bhopal from Delhi. Yusuf received the guests at the Bhopal Airport 

and we started the our journey to Satpura in two comfortable Innova Cresta Cars. We reached Reni Pani Jungle 

Lodge just before the lunch time. After checking in we had our lunch. After lunch the guests were briefed about 

the day’s activity which was a night drive in the buffer zone Parsa paani. We met at around 4.45pm at the 

pavilion to start our first jungle activity. Parsa paani is a beautiful place; we saw a few deer and Marsh Mugger. 

We came back to the lodge and we headed straight for dinner. After dinner we discussed the next day’s 

programme and called it a night.    

Day 4 Monday 23rd December 

Today we had a morning drive in the park, which meant leaving the lodge early. We had a wake-up call at 5am 

and a departure time at 6am. We crossed the Denwa River by boat to get to the park gate. 

 

By 6.30am we were in our safari jeeps. We saw a few Tiger and Leopard tracks from the early morning and last 

night but had no luck with the sightings. We had breakfast at a lovely place called Lagda, with the Sonbhadra 

river flowing down from hills. We saw some interesting birds like Plum-headed Parakeets and Rufous Treepie, 

Yellow-footed Green Pigeon and Jungle Bush Quail, to name a few, before heading back to the park gate. We 

came back to the lodge after some birding on the way.  

 

After lunch we met again at the pavilion to go for our afternoon drive. We went to an area called as Chutki Dev, 

In the morning some vehicles saw a male Leopard on a Sambar kill which was quite close to the tracks. The 
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vehicle which reached the spot before us saw it and it quickly went into the undergrowth. We positioned our 

vehicle at a distance from the kill, hoping that the Leopard would come out in sometime, but the feline remained 

elusive.  

 

Once back at the lodge we met for checklist followed by dinner. A quick briefing for the next day was done 

before we retired to our rooms.  

Day 5 Tuesday 24th December 

Today we planned a countryside birding session in the morning. We started at around 7am in the morning. We 

saw quite a few birds like Laughing Dove, Spotted Dove, Indian Eagle-Owl, Malabar Pied Hornbills, Long-tailed 

Shrike, Pied Bush Chat and Indian Silverbill to name a few. Back at the lodge we had a hot breakfast. 

 

After lunch we again went for a game drive in the core zone. We saw a few deer and the tracks of Tiger and 

Leopards. 

 

At the lodge we met in the library to do our checklist and briefing for the next day. We then had dinner and went 

to bed.  

Day 6 Wednesday 25th December 

Today we had a morning drive in the core zone. It was quite cold when we met at the pavilion at around 5.45am.  

We saw a few Leopard tracks and heard a few distress calls but had no luck with the sightings. We saw some 

birds in the park and on the way to lodge on the hedges and wires.  

 

In the afternoon we decided to go for a night drive in the buffer zone. We had a break after lunch and started at 

around 4.30pm. As soon as we entered the park, after driving for just about five minutes, Yusuf spotted two 

Sloth Bears! The guests were excited to see the two Sloth Bears together. Later we also saw a Jungle Cat close to 

the track and then in the grassland. But no luck today with the Leopard. We then drove back to the lodge and 

headed straight for dinner. We had a briefing about next day’s programme and then we went back to our rooms 

for some rest. 

Day 7 Thursday 26th December 

Today we had a full-day safari in the Churna area of the park. On entering the park at the usual time, we drove 

towards Churna Zone, spotting the usual Satpura mammals and birds on the way. On the way we heard a frantic 

distress calls of Grey Junglefowl; we waited for about five minutes but soon the calls also stopped. Not too far 

away we came across some Tiger and Leopard tracks on the road, but no sightings happened of these elusive 

cats, although we had a good sighting of Indian Giant Squirrel in Churna camp. The landscape and forest were 

very different to the areas we had driven through previously.  

 

We had lunch at the camp and then started a safari. On the way back, we saw recent tracks of a male Leopard for 

over a kilometre. Also, we saw a single wild Dog which was trying to hunt but was unsuccessful, and soon he 

vanished. It was a unexpected sighting. 
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After our full-day outing we returned to the lodge, where we did our checklist and had dinner.  

Day 8 Friday 27th December 

Today we all went for a walk in the core zone; we all met at the pavilion to get on to our jeep. We were driven to 

the Denwa river from where we went on a 10-minute boat ride to the walking trail. As soon as we started 

walking, Chris saw a Serpent Eagle; we also saw a White-throated Kingfisher. After walking for a few minutes, 

we saw fresh tracks of Leopard. We followed it for a bit and soon we realized that the tracks were leading to a 

dried streambed. We went in to check the tracks and, to our surprise, we also saw Tiger tracks along with the 

Leopard tracks. A day before one Leopard was treed up by the Tiger and we also got to know from the mahaout 

that one of the Leopard cub had been killed by the Tiger while mother was up on the tree. As we were following 

the tracks, we heard distress calls by Sambar, coming from about 200 metres away. When we reached the area, 

we could not see the Sambar, but then another group of people arrived at the spot. Yusuf along with guide went 

in through the animal track to see if they can see the Sambar. The guide called a mahout who was in the vicinity 

with few guest to go and investigate; when mahout went to check they saw a Leopard walking. We could not see 

the Leopard as it was in the thickets. It was an exciting walk as we were very close to the predator. 

 

In the afternoon we had a drive in the core zone, we saw Gaur and usual Satpura wildlife but no luck with the 

big cats or Sloth Bear. 

 

Back at the lodge we did our usual evening routine of the checklist followed by dinner. 

Main Tour Day 9 / Extension Day 1 Saturday 28th December  

We had our last morning drive in the park today, but everyone decided to rest instead, as they had a long travel 

by road to Kanha. We woke up a little late than usual and had a hot breakfast at the lodge. We checked out and 

with packed lunches, we started our overland journey to Kanha National Park, our next destination. On the way 

we stopped at couple of places including Tamia, a lovely hamlet surrounded by scenic views of the stunning 

countryside. We reached our lodge at Kanha around 5.15pm, where we were welcomed by the very hospitable 

staff, just in time for dinner. After dinner we talked through the next day’s plans and we all called it a night.   

Main Tour Day 10 / Extension Day 2 Sunday 29th December 

After some tea and coffee, we left early in the morning for our first drive in Kanha. It was bit misty and we saw 

our first Barasingha (Swamp Deer) in the mist-covered grasslands of Aurai and Sondar. On the way we came 

across a few fresh-looking tracks of Tiger which were probably from very early in the morning. Soon we reached 

one of the meadows called Bishanpura meadow. We saw a few vehicles lined up. Soon we got the information 

that a tigress had been sighted and was walking in our direction; also there were distress calls from behind us and 

that could have been for the male whose tracks we had seen earlier. We reversed our vehicle and just after a few 

minutes, we heard distress calls. Quickly anticipating that the female must have come out on the main track, we 

went forward and saw her walking on the main road. It was wonderful to see her, although she quickly vanished 

into the thickets.  
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We then drove towards the Kanha zone. On the way we stopped at Nakti Ghati where we saw Common 

Kingfisher. On reaching Kanha meadows we heard a few distress calls but had no luck with the sighting. Further 

towards the breakfast point we saw a few Black Bucks, then we went for breakfast at the centre point in Kanha. 

While coming back from the breakfast point, we again heard the distress calls and, while waiting, we also heard 

Tiger growling a few times. Sachin spotted the Tiger at a distance. Later Yusuf and Mike also saw the Tiger but 

rest of the guests were not able to see it as it was quite far and was in the undergrowth. After just a glimpse it 

disappeared. We then drove back to the lodge.  

 

After lunch we had a drive in the Mukki zone, but apart from few tracks of Tigers, it was very quiet. Once back 

at the lodge we met to do the checklist and briefing, following which we were entertained by a tribal dance 

performance before dinner. 

Extension Day 3 Monday 30th December  

This morning was a little cooler as we set off towards the Kisli zone. On the way to Kisli we saw a few birds 

including Crested Serpent Eagle, Indian Roller, Green Bee-eaters and Alexandrine Parakeets. We encountered 

some Tiger tracks in the Kisli zone but had no luck with sightings. 

 

The afternoon was bit more interesting with a few distress calls, but Tigers remained elusive. On the way back to 

the lodge, just outside the mukki gate, we saw a Jungle Cat which crossed the road and went into the paddy field; 

it was an interesting sighting. In the evening we met at the common area and did the checklist followed by 

dinner. 

 

Extension Day 4 Tuesday 31st December 

In the morning we went to Mukki area of the park. There were no sightings of any cats, although we heard a few 

distress calls. However, we saw other mammals like Wild Boar, Barasingha, Sambar and Chital in good numbers. 

Also saw some interesting birds like Pigmy Cotton Goose, Gadwall, Crested Treeswift and Red Junglefowl, to 

name a few. 

 

In the afternoon we were in the Mukki zone. We came across few tracks of a tigress and some people in another 

vehicle told us that they had seen the tigress cross the road on Chota Chattapather and go into the dense 

undergrowth. We checked all the possible animal tracks where she could come out but with no luck. We again 

decided to check the main road when suddenly we heard distress calls of Sambar and soon she came out and we 

all got a good view of her crossing the road. Everyone was of course very happy to see the tigress on our last 

game drive. While exiting the park it started drizzling and soon intensity of the rain increased.  

Extension Day 5 Wednesday 1st January 

It rained overnight and even till the time we checked out of the lodge to reach Nagpur. Due to rains we were not 

able to do our last activity that was a nature walk. 

 

After breakfast we packed our bags and left for Nagpur with a packed lunch at around 11am. We reached 

Nagpur Airport at 5.15pm. We went to Tuli Imperial Hotel for dinner, after which Yusuf took the group to the 
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airport and wished everyone a happy and safe journey. The flight was via Mumbai back to the UK, and another 

successful tour ended with great sightings, a lot of fun and some memorable moments. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      December - January 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 

1 Jungle Bush Quail   Perdicula asiatica   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓           

2 Red Spurfowl   Galloperdix spadicea           ✓   ✓ ✓     

3 Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus               ✓ ✓ ✓   

4 Grey Junglefowl Gallus sonneratii   ✓                   

5 Indian Peafowl  Pavo cristatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

6 Knob-billed (Comb) Duck   Sarkidiornis melanotos           ✓           

7 Cotton Pygmy Goose   Nettapus coromandelianus               ✓   ✓   

8 Gadwall  Mareca strepera               ✓   ✓   

9 Common Teal   Anas crecca               ✓       

10 Northern Pintail  Anas acuta               ✓       

11 Indian Nightjar   Caprimulgus asiaticus ✓     ✓               

12 Crested Treeswift  Hemiprocne coronata       ✓           ✓   

13 Greater Coucal   Centropus sinensis                   ✓   

14 Sirkeer Malkoha   Taccocua leschenaultii         ✓             

15 Common Hawk-Cuckoo   Hierococcyx varius     ✓                 

16 Rock Dove   Columba livia ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓         

17 Oriental Turtle Dove   Streptopelia orientalis                 ✓     

18 Spotted Dove   Spilopelia chinensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

19 Laughing Dove   Spilopelia senegalensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

20 Yellow-footed Green Pigeon   Treron phoenicopterus   ✓               ✓   

21 Little Grebe   Tachybaptus ruficollis               ✓       

22 River Lapwing  Vanellus duvaucelii   ✓                   

23 Yellow-wattled Lapwing  Vanellus malabaricus               ✓       

24 Red-wattled Lapwing   Vanellus indicus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

25 Bronze-winged Jacana  Metopidius indicus           ✓           

26 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus                 ✓     

27 Common Greenshank   Tringa nebularia   ✓                   

28 River Tern  Sterna aurantia ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓           

29 Painted Stork  Mycteria leucocephala                     ✓ 
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      December - January 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 

30 Asian Openbill  Anastomus oscitans ✓           ✓         

31 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra               ✓ ✓ ✓   

32 Woolly-necked Stork   Ciconia episcopus         ✓ ✓           

33 Lesser Adjutant  Leptoptilos javanicus           ✓           

34 Indian Cormorant  Phalacrocorax fuscicollis       ✓               

35 Little Cormorant  Microcarbo niger ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

36 Black-headed Ibis  Threskiornis melanocephalus           ✓           

37 Red-naped Ibis  Pseudibis papillosa ✓             ✓   ✓   

38 Indian Pond Heron  Ardeola grayii ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

39 Eastern Cattle Egret   Bubulcus coromandus ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

40 Grey Heron   Ardea cinerea   ✓       ✓ ✓         

41 Great Egret   Ardea alba   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

42 Intermediate Egret   Ardea intermedia                 ✓ ✓   

43 Little Egret   Egretta garzetta               ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

44 Black-winged Kite   Elanus caeruleus   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓         

45 Egyptian Vulture   Neophron percnopterus           ✓           

46 Crested (Oriental) Honey Buzzard   Pernis ptilorhynchus                   ✓   

47 White-rumped Vulture  Gyps bengalensis               ✓       

48 Indian (Long-billed) Vulture  Gyps indicus       ✓   ✓   ✓       

49 Red-headed Vulture  Sarcogyps calvus                   ✓   

50 Crested Serpent Eagle   Spilornis cheela   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓     

51 Changeable Hawk-Eagle   Nisaetus cirrhatus               ✓       

52 Shikra   Accipiter badius   ✓ ✓ ✓               

53 Grey-headed Fish Eagle  Haliaeetus ichthyaetus               ✓       

54 White-eyed Buzzard  Butastur teesa   ✓                   

55 Indian Eagle-Owl  Bubo benghalensis     ✓                 

56 Jungle Owlet   Glaucidium radiatum                 ✓     

57 Spotted Owlet   Athene brama ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓       ✓   

58 Eurasian Hoopoe   Upupa epops   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

59 Indian Grey Hornbill  Ocyceros birostris   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

60 Malabar Pied Hornbill  Anthracoceros coronatus     ✓                 

61 Indian Roller   Coracias benghalensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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      December - January 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 

62 White-throated Kingfisher   Halcyon smyrnensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

63 Common Kingfisher   Alcedo atthis               ✓       

64 Green Bee-eater   Merops orientalis ✓           ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

65 Brown-headed Barbet   Psilopogon zeylanicus           ✓       ✓   

66 Black-rumped Flameback   Dinopium benghalense ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           

67 White-naped Woodpecker   Chrysocolaptes festivus               ✓ ✓ ✓   

68 Common Kestrel   Falco tinnunculus                   ✓   

69 Alexandrine Parakeet   Psittacula eupatria ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ 

70 Rose-ringed Parakeet   Psittacula krameri ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         ✓ ✓ 

71 Plum-headed Parakeet  Psittacula cyanocephala   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓       

72 Large Cuckooshrike   Coracina macei                   ✓   

73 Brown Shrike   Lanius cristatus                   ✓   

74 Long-tailed Shrike   Lanius schach ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓               

75 Southern Grey Shrike   Lanius meridionalis           ✓           

76 Black-hooded Oriole   Oriolus xanthornus         ✓       ✓ ✓   

77 Black Drongo   Dicrurus macrocercus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

78 White-bellied Drongo   Dicrurus caerulescens     ✓     ✓     ✓ ✓   

79 Greater Racket-tailed Drongo   Dicrurus paradiseus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

80 Rufous Treepie   Dendrocitta vagabunda ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

81 Large-billed Crow   Corvus macrorhynchos   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

82 Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher   Culicicapa ceylonensis       ✓               

83 Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark  Eremopterix griseus           ✓           

84 Red-vented Bulbul   Pycnonotus cafer ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

85 Dusky Crag Martin   Ptyonoprogne concolor           ✓ ✓         

86 Barn Swallow   Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓       ✓   

87 Red-rumped Swallow   Cecropis daurica                   ✓   

88 Common Chiffchaff   Phylloscopus collybita     ✓                 

89 Zitting Cisticola   Cisticola juncidis   ✓         ✓         

90 Common Tailorbird   Orthotomus sutorius     ✓                 

91 Common Babbler   Argya caudata       ✓   ✓           

92 Jungle Babbler   Argya striata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

93 Yellow-eyed Babbler   Chrysomma sinense       ✓               



India - Not Just Tigers!  Satpura - Best of Central India  Tour Report 

 

 

4  © Naturetrek      
 

      December - January 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 

94 Common Myna   Acridotheres tristis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

95 Pied Myna (Asian Pied Starling)   Gracupica contra       ✓   ✓ ✓         

96 Brahminy Starling  Sturnia pagodarum   ✓       ✓           

97 Indian Robin   Copsychus fulicatus     ✓                 

98 Oriental Magpie-Robin   Copsychus saularis   ✓   ✓         ✓ ✓   

99 Asian Brown Flycatcher  Muscicapa dauurica                 ✓ ✓   

100 Taiga Flycatcher Ficedula albicilla ✓ ✓                   

101 Black Redstart   Phoenicurus ochruros     ✓                 

102 Siberian (Common) Stonechat Saxicola maurus ✓ ✓       ✓   ✓   ✓   

103 Pied Bush Chat   Saxicola caprata ✓   ✓                 

104 Golden-fronted Leafbird   Chloropsis aurifrons   ✓ ✓                 

105 House Sparrow   Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           

106 Red Avadavat   Amandava amandava               ✓       

107 Indian Silverbill  Euodice malabarica     ✓     ✓ ✓         

108 Grey Wagtail   Motacilla cinerea                 ✓ ✓   

109 Oriental Pipit   Anthus rufulus           ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

110 Long-billed Pipit   Anthus similis   ✓                   

111 Olive-backed Pipit   Anthus hodgsoni           ✓           

Mammals                         

1 Royal Bengal Tiger  Panthera tigris tigris                ✓   ✓   

2 Jungle Cat Felis chaus kelaarita or kutas       ✓         ✓     

3 Asian Palm Civet  Paradoxurus hermaphroditus       ✓               

4 Rhesus Macaque Macaca mulatta ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           ✓ 

5 Common Langur Presbytis entellus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

6 Ruddy Mongoose  Herpestes smithii                 ✓     

7 Golden Jackal  Canis aureus                 ✓ ✓   

8 Dhole (Asiatic Wild Dog)  Cuon alpinus dukhunensis         ✓             

9 Sloth Bear  Merursus ursinus       ✓               

10 Indian Tree Shrew Anathana ellioti   ✓                   

11 Indian or Black-naped Hare  Lepus nigricollis ✓ ✓                   

12 Malabar (Indian) Giant Squirrel  Ratufa indica         ✓             
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      December - January 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 

13 Three-striped Palm Squirrel Funambulus pennarum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   

14 Gaur (Indian Bison) Bos guarus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓     

15 Sambar Cervus unicolor ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

16 Barasingha (Swamp Deer) Ruervus duvaucelii branderi               ✓ ✓ ✓   

17 Chital (Spotted Deer) Axis axis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

18 Indian Muntjac (Barking Deer) Muntiacus muntjak               ✓   ✓   

19 Black Buck Antilope cervicapra               ✓       

20 Chousingha (Four-horned Antelope)  Tetracerus quadricornis   ✓                   

21 Nilgai (Blue Bull) Boselaphus tragocamelus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓           

22 Indian Wild Boar Sus scrofa ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Other fauna                         

1 (Marsh) Mugger Crocodile  Crocodylus palustris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓             

 


