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Tour participants: Durgesh Singh (leader) with nine Naturetrek clients  

Highlights 

The group landed in icy Leh after a good recent snowfall which had transformed the whole landscape into a 

white paradise. We enjoyed the bird's eye view of Leh from Shanti Stupa and saw some Red billed Chough & 

Lammergeier. A brief visit to the Snow Leopard Conservancy gave us a better idea about status of Snow Leopard 

conservation in Ladakh region. We had a good visit to Thiksey Monastery & learned more about Tibetan 

Buddhism in the Himalayan region. The drive to Hemis Monastery was stunning. Our day trip to Gya - Meru - 

Sasoma yielded Common Kestrel, Red Fox, Bharals, Brandt's Mountain Finch, Guldenstadt’s Redstart, 

Lammergeier, Golden Eagle & Tibetan Partridge.  

 

On the way to Ullay for our stay we saw good number of Urials and Chukar. A Snow Leopard female with two 8 

months old cub were spotted very close to the lodge where we stayed on the second day! Asiatic Ibex, Red Foxes 

& Tibetan Wolves were sighted quite near to Hemis Sukpachan & Ullay area on multiple occasions. Highlight of 

the tour was the sighting of a female Snow Leopard with two cubs three times during the tour & our longest 

sighting lasted two & half hours when we saw good interaction between them. Our trip to Sultanpur when we 

came back to Delhi was really relaxing and we saw good number of bird which included migratory Northern 

Pintails, Shovellers, Gadwall, Garganey etc. Eurasian Marsh Harriers kept gliding over the water body in their 

attempt to hunt. All in all, it was really an exciting tour!! 

Day 1 Monday 25th February 

The group left London on the flight to Delhi, arriving quite late in the evening, in plenty of time to catch the 

onward connection to Leh early the next morning. 

Day 2 Tuesday 26th February 

The flight arrived in Leh on time, and were met by Durgesh and Morup. After collecting the baggage we drove 

to Mahey Residency, our accomodation for the next couple of days. After breakfast everyone went to their 

rooms to have a good rest after a long and tiring journey. We met at 1.30pm for lunch followed by some more 

rest, and then went to the Snow Leopard Conservancy Centre just after 3pm. There we talked with the 

volunteers working on the Snow Leopards of Ladakh and got to know more about the conservation status of 

these endangered cats. We went to Shanti Stupa next and enjoyed the views of Leh and its surrounding area from 

the hill top. Jigmat, a local guide, explained about significance of the structure and gave us an orientation of the 

landscape. After doing some bird watching and photography we went to Leh market and had a small walk before 

returning to our hotel. We had some rest before dinner, after which we had a briefing about the following day 

and then retired for the night. 

Day 3 Wednesday 27th February 

After breakfast we started out for Sindhu Ghat, a place where River Indus is worshipped. We did some birding 

there and then went to Shey marshes where we saw Guldenstadt's Redstart, Large-billed Crow and lots of 

Mallards. At the nearby bridge over the River Indus we saw a Solitary Snipe on the rocky shore and also a quick 
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flyby of an Ibisbill. We drove to Thiksey Monastery which is said to be a copy of the famous Potala Palace in 

Tibet. Jigmat explained to us about Tibetan Buddhism which is practiced in the region and took us around the 

beautiful complex. We then drove to Kharu for our lunch and some tea. The drive from here to Hemis 

Monastery was really scenic but unfortunately the temple inside was closed, so we drove back to Leh.  

Day 4 Thursday 28th February 

A couple of guests were not acclimatising well to the altitude, and one of them visited the hospital this morning. 

The rest of us started at 9am for a visit to Gya - Maro area. On our way we stopped at Sindhu Ghat to look for 

Ibisbill, and we saw four individuals and also some other birds including White Wagtail, Mallard, Guldenstadt's 

Redstart, Northern Pintail etc. We drove past Upshi and spotted our first Blue Sheep on the steep mountain 

slopes. We had frequent stops to see various birds and to scan around for any mammals. We had our lunch out 

in the open and then headed further to higher altitude. We had good sightings of Blue Sheep, Lammergeier, 

Tibetan Partridge, Chukar, Golden Eagle, White-throated Dipper, Common Kestrel and Red Fox during our 

outing. We then drove back to Leh and arrived before sunset. Fortunately Heather had recovered and was eager 

to hear about our outing. At dinner we did our checklist and we had a briefing regarding the next few days as we 

were heading to Ullay tomorrow. 

Day 5 Friday 1st March 

We started out for Ullay at 9.30am. Unfortunately a couple of guests could not join us because one of them was 

suffering from severe altitude sickness. We did some birding on our way to Ullay and saw Horned Larks, 

Brandt's Mountain Finches, Common Raven etc. and we spotted our first Urials in the outskirts of Leh, some of 

them being very close to the road. We reached our lodge by about mid-day and after having some lunch we 

rested as we had climbed to a higher altitude today. We met up again in the evening and the group was briefed 

before dinner. 

Day 6 Saturday 2nd March 

After having tea at 7am and breakfast at 8.30am, we left for the Hemis Sukpachan area looking for wildlife. We 

tried driving on the snow and ice covered roads of the village but gave up after couple of hours as it was getting 

very difficult. We saw Twite, Chukar, Eurasian Magpie, Chough, Hill Pigeon, Golden Eagle etc. We had our 

lunch close to the village overlooking a gorge area, which was really beautiful and refreshing.  

 

After lunch we drove further to check for Snow Leopard signs and found a group of Urials grazing high up on 

the slopes. We came back to the village as we received some news regarding Tibetan Wolves being sighted in the 

area, but although we scanned all around we didn’t find any. However, when we were about to cross the pass 

above Hemis Sukpachan, our spotters saw the wolves resting behind a hill top. We had good views of the 

wolves, which was a great start to our time here. Then we got a message from Ullay about a Snow Leopard being 

spotted about 30 minutes away, so we rushed to get a view of this elusive cat. After half an hour we stopped and 

pointed our scopes to the mountain slope where this Snow Leopard was sitting, and we watched it until it 

became almost dark and it moved away from the hillside. When we got back to the lodge, we learned that Janice, 

who could not join us on the day trip, had seen the female Snow Leopard with two cubs playing on the 

mountain side just above the lodge! We had seen the same female Leopard from a distance after the cubs had left 
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the area. It was the first sighting for all the group and not surprisingly everyone was thrilled. We did our checklist 

for the day followed by dinner. 

Day 7 Sunday 3rd March 

There wasn’t much activity from Snow Leopards today. The female with cubs had crossed the valley and we 

could see their tracks close to the lodge in the morning. Spotters were busy scanning the area. We saw some 

Asiatic Ibex close to the slopes near the lodge and a Lammergeier flew above our heads giving us a great view of 

it. After lunch we drove towards the lower valley where a group of spotters were busy scanning the hill side, but 

they had no report of any Snow Leopard today. 

Day 8 Monday 4th March 

We drove towards the Saspochey area after breakfast. We spotted a good number of Urials and saw some birds 

on the way. We had our lunch at a place which gave us a good view of the Ladakh range and after lunch we 

started towards Ullay. We had stopped at an area to look for birds, when our radios crackled - there was a Snow 

Leopard which had been spotted near to Hemis Sukpachan! We rushed towards the pass area, arriving at about 

3.30pm and pointed our scopes to the area where other spotters were already scanning. Morup spotted the 

leopard sleeping on a rock, and we all took turns to watch the leopard. After some time the leopard got up and 

stood up on a rock to scan the area. It was at quite a distance but we could all see it clearly with the spotting 

scope. After half an hour, Sonam, one of our spotters, saw the two cubs lying very close to one another on a 

nearby rock face. Soon the mother leopard started calling to the cubs, who slowly climbed up the rocks to join 

their mother. It was wonderful to see the behaviour of the family - we could see the cubs jumping and rolling in 

the snow and eventually get to their mother. They then crossed the slope and went out of our view. Naturally we 

were all really happy with the sighting and driving back to our lodge for dinner there was lots of excited 

conversation about the fantastic day we had enjoyed. We reached the lodge and went for dinner. 

Day 9 Tuesday 5th March 

Today the morning started clear and we hoped to make the most of our day, but the weather changed shortly 

after 8am and it started to snow. In a couple of hours, visibility dropped and the spotters could no longer see the 

mountain sides. Some of us took a walk on the road in front of the lodge and Asiatic Ibex were seen on the 

slopes in front of the lodge, but we couldn’t do much today and spent most of our time indoors.  

Day 10 Wednesday 6th March 

The snow had stopped during the night and we awoke to a clear, but very cold morning. After breakfast we went 

towards Hemis Sukpachan village, near where a pair of Tibetan Wolves had been spotted earlier. By the time we 

reached the village one of the wolves could be seen sleeping on a mountain top, while the other was spotted 

sometime later on a lower hill close to village. We could see the lower one very clearly and when it stood up we 

had a really good view. It later went back to rest in the same spot. We watched them for couple of hours and had 

our lunch at the scanning post. A couple of Eurasian Wren, Chukars, Magpie, House Sparrows etc were also 

seen in the area. We then went to the village to look for Woolly Hares. Morup and spotters scanned the area and 

we could see one Woolly Hare run away from the bushes towards the hill side.  
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We started driving back towards Ullay hoping to see another Snow Leopard, as it was our last evening in the 

lodge. Just when we crossed the pass we got news of a Snow Leopard being spotted close to the Ullay-Saspochey 

junction, so of course we went to the spot and started scanning. Sonam & Morup spotted the female Snow 

Leopard with cubs on a mountain top just before sunset. Through the scopes we watched the cubs playing, with 

the mother standing guard over them. Unfortunately the light was already fading and we lost them as they went 

behind the rocks. On our way back to the lodge we saw an Woolly Hare on the road. We all came back very 

happy with the day's proceedings, and we were delighted to find that the kitchen team had baked us a cake to 

celebrate our last evening in Ullay! We had our dinner and went to our rooms tired but happy. 

Day 11 Thursday 7th March 

We started from Ullay after breakfast, heading towards Alchi. It took us a couple of hours to reach Alchi 

Monastery. This has one of the oldest temples in Ladakh region and Jigmat was there to explain to us about its 

history and significance. After an interesting visit, we left for Leh which we reached in time for lunch. We had a 

rest and then went to Leh market where some of us bought souvenirs, and in the evening we had our dinner and 

did our checklist for the day. 

Day 12 Friday 8th March 

We went to airport after having our breakfast. Our flight to Delhi was on time and we arrived at 2pm and 

headed for our hotel near to the airport where most of the group spent the rest of the day relaxing. 

Day 13 Saturday 9th March 

We set off for our visit to Sultanpur, which is about an hour’s drive from the hotel, in the early afternoon. We 

reached the Park and had a walk around the wetland area. We spotted Indian Pond Heron, Little Cormorant, 

Indian Cormorant, Great Cormorant, several egrets, Northern Pintails, Gadwall, Coots, White-throated 

Kingfisher, Marsh Harrier, Painted Storks, parakeets, shrikes, Green Bee-eater, Oriental Magpie Robin, Hoopoe, 

Purple Swamphen, Nilgai, Palm Squirrel etc during the walk. We started to head back to the hotel around 

4.30pm. We reach Holiday Inn and went for a quick wash and change before meeting up again for dinner and 

had a good time talking about the marvellous adventure we had looking for Snow Leopards. The group left for 

the airport at midnight to catch the flight home 

Day 14 Sunday 10th March 

We arrived home safely in London and after collecting the baggage went our separate ways, having enjoyed an 

exciting time in the mountains of northern India on our Snow Leopard Quest. The scenery, and most 

importantly the wildlife, will remain in everyone’s memory for a long time. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted) 

   February/March 
 Common name Scientific name 26 27 28 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata            ✓ 

2 Gadwall Mareca strepera  ✓           

3 Mallard   Anas platyrhynchos  ✓ ✓ ✓         

4 Northern Pintail Anas acuta  ✓ ✓          

5 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca  ✓           

6 Common Pochard Aythya ferina  ✓ ✓          

7 Common Merganser Mergus merganser  ✓ ✓          

8 Himalayan Snowcock   Tetraogallus himalayensis        ✓ ✓    

9 Chukar   Alectoris chukar  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    

10 Tibetan Partridge Perdix hodgsoniae   ✓          

11 Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans            ✓ 

12 Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala            ✓ 

13 Black-necked Stork Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus            ✓ 

14 Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii            ✓ 

15 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis            ✓ 

16 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea            ✓ 

17 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea            ✓ 

18 Great Egret Ardea alba            ✓ 

19 Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia            ✓ 

20 Little Egret Egretta garzetta            ✓ 

21 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo            ✓ 

22 Indian Cormorant Phalacrocorax fuscicollis            ✓ 

23 Little Cormorant Microcarbo niger            ✓ 

24 Darter Anhinga melanogaster            ✓ 

25 Lammergeier   Gypaetus barbatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓  ✓    

26 Himalayan Griffon  Gyps himalayensis      ✓  ✓ ✓    

27 Golden Eagle   Aquila chrysaetos   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    

28 Black Kite Milvus migrans            ✓ 

29 Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus            ✓ 
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   February/March 
 Common name Scientific name 26 27 28 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

30 Common Coot Fulica atra            ✓ 

31 Grey-headed Swamphen Porphyrio poliocephalus            ✓ 

32 Ibisbill  Ibidorhyncha struthersii   ✓          

33 Solitary Snipe Gallinago solitaria  ✓           

34 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus  ✓ ✓          

35 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia  ✓           

36 Rock Dove   Columba livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓      

37 Hill Pigeon   Columba rupestris     ✓  ✓  ✓    

38 White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis            ✓ 

39 Green Bee eater Merops orientalis            ✓ 

40 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops            ✓ 

41 Yellow -crowned Woodpecker Leiopicus mahrattensis            ✓ 

42 Common Kestrel   Falco tinnunculus   ✓     ✓     

43 Rose ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri            ✓ 

44 Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus            ✓ 

45 Eurasian Magpie   Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    

46 Red-billed Chough   Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    

47 Yellow-billed Chough   Pyrrhocorax graculus  ✓           

48 Large billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos  ✓           

49 Common Raven   Corvus corax    ✓         

50 Great Tit   Parus major ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓    

51 Horned Lark   Eremophila alpestris   ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓    

52 Bank Myna Acridotheres ginginianus            ✓ 

53 Common Myna Acridotheres tristis            ✓ 

54 Oriental Magpie Robin Copsychus saularis            ✓ 

55 Blue Whistling-thrush   Myophonus caeruleus         ✓    

56 Guldenstadt's Redstart   Phoenicurus erythrogaster  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓    

57 White-throated Dipper   Cinclus cinclus   ✓          

58 Brown Dipper   Cinclus pallasii        ✓     

59 Eurasian Wren   Troglodytes troglodytes       ✓  ✓    

60 House Sparrow   Passer domesticus  ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓    

61 Robin Accentor   Prunella rubeculoides ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    
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   February/March 
 Common name Scientific name 26 27 28 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

62 Brown Accentor   Prunella fulvescens  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓    

63 White Wagtail   Motacilla alba   ✓      ✓    

64 Brandt's Mountain Finch Leucosticte brandti   ✓    ✓      

65 Twite   Carduelis flavirostris     ✓        

Mammals 
             

1 Asiatic Ibex Capra ibex    ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓    

2 Ladakh Urial Ovis vignei    ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓    

3 Blue Sheep Pseudois nayaur   ✓          

4 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes   ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓ ✓    

5 Snow Leopard Panthera uncia     ✓  ✓  ✓    

6 Woolly Hare Lepus oiostolus         ✓    

7 Tibetan Wolf Canis lupus chanco     ✓    ✓    

8 Nilgai Boselaphus tragocamelus            ✓ 

9 Rhesus Macaque Macaca mulatta            ✓ 

10 Five striped Palm Squirrel Funambulus pennantii            ✓ 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our 

recently returned holidays.  

 
 

 

 


