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Tour participants: Kaustubh Mulay (Leader) with six Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Saturday 29th February 

The tour started at London Heathrow airport with an overnight flight to Bangalore. 

Day 2 Sunday 1st March 

Our flight landed at 5.45am, and we met Kaustubh at the Airport. We then had a nice breakfast at the Goldfinch 

Retreat, and then proceeded with our travel to Kabini. It was a long drive and, including our stop for facilities, 

took us about five and a half hours to reach the lodge. On arrival at the lodge, we were briefed about the lodge by 

the naturalist, and then we proceeded to our rooms and in a short while met for lunch.  

 

We later started on our first safari in the afternoon. We had some good views of three big bull Elephants just as 

we entered into the park. The guests were thrilled at the sight! We also watched some Grey Junglefowl, Crested 

Serpent Eagle, and a few more birds. We then started our drive towards the gate, where we got a wonderful view 

of a tigress which walked across the road and vanished into the dense undergrowth! We then exited the park and 

returned to the lodge at the exit time, and later met for checklist and dinner. We called it an early night, as everyone 

was quite tired from the long time travelling!  

Day 3 Monday 2nd March 

After an early morning coffee, we were excitedly waiting for the safari to begin. It was misty in the morning, but 

we had good views of a lot of birds, as they started off their day. We heard a lot of Langur alarm calls; we waited 

there for a long time, but no predator was sighted. We then received the information of a tigress being seen further 

ahead on the same road, but when we reached there, the tigress had gone. We went further ahead to check the 

crossing point and were surprised to see a pack of Wild Dogs walking down the road towards us. We watched 

them for a while and then returned to the Tiger sighting place, and suddenly heard the growling amongst the trees, 

and there emerged the tigress with her three sub-adult cubs! Everyone was thrilled with the sight. Then we visited 

the backwater area, and watched quite a few Racket-tailed Drongos, Black-rumped Flameback woodpeckers, 

Woolly-necked Storks, Osprey and other birds. We then returned to the lodge for a well-laid-out breakfast. 

 

After lunch we again left for our afternoon safari. We heard a lot of alarm calls and decided to wait near a lake. We 

waited there for all the time, as we had the information of a Tiger sighting in the morning. We had good views of 

a White-bellied Woodpeckers, while the Langur played on the ground. We then slowly drove back towards the 

gate, as it was time for us to start our drive back to the lodge. We also watched some Elephants on our way to the 

gate. 

 

Back at the lodge, we met for checklist, and after dinner we retired to our rooms. 

Day 4 Tuesday 3rd March 

The day started early, and we met Kaustubh for the morning cup of tea, before heading out for another safari. 

Having seen some Tigers in the park, we started concentrating on the Black Panther, and Kaustubh had managed 
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to secure our jeep for Zone A. We drove around in loops, over the roads that passed through his territory. We 

watched quite a few birds and mammals like Giant Squirrels and Stripe-necked Mongoose, then we came across a 

two-member pack of Wild Dogs, which were moving in our direction. We watched them for a while before they 

went into the forest! Then as we continued with our drive, and went to check a nearby road, there again we sighted 

a pack of three Wild Dogs. We spent quite a while watching them and then continued our search for the Black 

Panther.  At the end of the safari time, we exited the park, and returned to the lodge and met for breakfast. 

 

We later met for lunch and then proceeded for our afternoon safari. We had some wonderful sightings of the 

Malabar Giant Squirrel, Stripe-necked Mongoose and yet again, some Wild Dogs. We had decided to spend time 

around the Black Panther area, and as there were a lot of Langur alarm calls, we waited for quite a long time, and 

suddenly appeared a big male Tiger!! We watched it walk across the road, and waited patiently, even though we 

were short on time, and then he appeared again and sat down besides the road, and offered us some excellent 

views.  Excitedly we drove back to the park gate, and just before exit, Kaustubh spotted a tigress having a drink at 

the waterhole. We had very limited time, and after watching her for a while, we drove back to the gate exited the 

park at the very last minute and returned to the lodge.  

 

We then met for checklist and had our dinner before heading to bed. 

Day 5 Wednesday 4th March 

Another early start and everyone was excited and ready for another safari in the park. We set off and visited the 

backwater area, we had a good view of Indian/Black-naped Hare, Gaur, and Elephants. We had good views of 

birds around the reservoir side. Some of those include Grey Heron, Woolly-necked Stork, Crested Serpent Eagle 

and Crested Hawk-Eagle. We then headed onto the other side of the zone, and watched Red Spurfowl, Grey 

Junglefowl, Green Sandpipers and a large flock of Painted Storks feeding in the drying-up waterhole, while the 

Bonelli’s Eagles guarded their nest far away from the road! We had some good time watching birds, and then we 

checked a few more areas before exiting the park and heading off to the lodge where we then met for some 

breakfast.  

 

After lunch we headed off for another afternoon safari, and as we drove on the highway before entering the 

tourism area, we had good views of Elephants and Wild Dogs. We watched some Giant Squirrels and heard a lot 

of alarm calls, and waited for a while, before it was time for us drive back to the gate to exit the park. On our way 

out, suddenly we caught a sight of a Sloth Bear on the road. We had a wonderful view of it as it walked on the 

road, and then scratched some trees, before we had to drive off, as it was the closing time for the park. It was a 

wonderful end to the day, and we returned to the lodge. 

 

Later we met for the checklist and then dinner before retiring to bed. 

Day 6 Thursday 5th March 

Another early morning, and we left for our morning safari. We visited all the Black Panther areas, but it was very 

quiet and didn’t show any signs of movement of a predator. We had good views of Jungle Owlet, White-bellied, 

Streak-throated and Greater Flameback woodpeckers. We had wonderful views of a few more species and then 
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we had yet another sighting of a pack of Wild Dogs, Gaur, Malabar Giant Squirrel, and Asian Wild Elephants! We 

later returned to the lodge. 

After lunch we proceeded on another safari. We had good birdwatching around the reservoir. We heard quite a 

few alarm calls, but the predators seemed elusive. Further ahead on our drive we again encountered a pack of Wild 

Dogs. We watched them for a while till it was time for us to make our way to the park gate. 

 

On returning to the lodge, we met for checklist followed by the next day’s briefing and proceeded for dinner. 

Day 7 Friday 6th March 

We met in the morning and after some refreshments, we proceeded for our safari. Again, we decided to try for the 

Black Panther as we again managed to secure our group in the particular zone. As we moved closer to the area, we 

heard some sawing calls made by the Leopard. We rushed to the junction to keep a watch on both the roads. And 

suddenly a female Leopard appeared! We watched her from a distance, and then heard sawing calls from further 

ahead on the same road. Once she went away, we rushed further and saw a male Leopard standing beside the road, 

but it soon followed in the direction in which the female had disappeared! We waited for a while, expecting some 

more movement visible to us, but the alarm calls went deep into the forest away from us. We decided to check 

other places in the zone, and were again pleased to watch the Wild Dogs, playing and running around on the road! 

We enjoyed watching them play and socialise, but had to return to the gate, as per the safari timings. We then 

returned to the lodge for breakfast. 

 

On the afternoon safari, we entered the park and decided to check the same area where we had seen the Leopards 

in the morning. But the area was very quiet. There were no alarm calls, and carefree Langurs made us reconsider 

our decision, so headed out to check the other side of the zone. As soon as we reached there, a passing jeep 

informed of a sighting of a Leopard on one of the roads. We guessed its movement and drove to the waterhole; 

we were surprised to see the Leopard sitting right on the embankment, watching us and a few other jeeps! We 

watched him for a while, and then the Leopard got up and started walking. We had a fantastic view of him as he 

walked towards us! He then disappeared into the dense forest as he went off patrolling his territory. Happily, we 

started our drive to the park gate for exit, when we encountered Wild Dogs. We watched them for a short while, 

but we soon ran short on time and had to make a move!  

 

We later returned to the lodge at the closing time of the park and then met for checklist and dinner. 

Day 8 Saturday 7th March 

We again met for the morning cup of tea and proceeded for our morning safari. It was a pleasant morning. We 

had good sightings of Crested Serpent Eagle, Red Spurfowl, Green Imperial Pigeons,, Plum-headed Parakeet and 

many other birds, along with mammals like Malabar Giant Squirrel and a short but good sighting of the Wild Dogs, 

as they were on a hunting spree. We heard a few alarm calls, but otherwise the park was quiet. We then we returned 

to our lodge at the closing time of the park. 

 

In the afternoon we went on the boat safari, and we had good sightings of Spot-billed Ducks, Straited Heron, 

Common Greenshank, Common Kingfishers and Oriental Darter. Suddenly we spotted a Tiger sitting besides the 
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water. We watched it for quite a long time, as it then moved into the water and rested in there. On our way back, 

we had a nice view of Osprey with a fish.  

 

We then returned to the lodge and met for checklist and then dinner. 

Day 9 Sunday 8th March 

We again had an an early start. This was our last safari in the park. It was a bit misty this morning. We had a 

fantastic sighting of an Oriental Scops Owl to start our day, and also, a very close sighting of an Asian Elephant 

cow, by herself and very close! We followed a lot of alarm calls, fresh tracks of a Tiger, after waiting for over an 

hour, it was time for us to leave. The predator didn’t show up, but all satisfied with our sightings in all our safaris, 

we made our way back to the lodge. 

 

We then returned to the lodge, had our breakfast and then packed up, for our return transfer was ready. The guests 

were driving back to Bangalore, with Kaustubh and flying back home early next morning. We left Kabini and had 

a long drive through forest, fields, villages and towns on our way to Bangalore, with a stop for facilities and 

refreshments; we reached the hotel at 4pm. 

  

We had a wonderful dinner at the Taj Yeshwanthpur, and after the briefing for the airport departure, we said 

goodbye to Kaustubh and headed to bed. 

Day 10 Monday 9th March 
 

We arrived in London, as another wonderful Naturetrek tour came to an end! 
 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species List 

Birds (✓ = recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

      March 2020 

  Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

1 Grey Francolin Francolinus pondicerianus       ✓       

2 Red Spurfowl - E Galloperdix spadicea   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

3 Grey Junglefowl - E Gallus sonneratii ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

5 Lesser Whistling Duck Dendrocygna javanica   ✓           

6 Indian Spot-billed Duck Anas poecilorhyncha ✓     ✓ ✓   ✓ 

7 Indian Swiftlet Aerodramus unicolor     ✓         

8 Southern Coucal Centropus bengalensis   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

9 Blue-faced Malkoha Phaenocophaeus viridirostris   ✓ ✓     ✓   

10 Common Hawk-Cuckoo Hierococcyx varius       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

11 Rock Dove Columba livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

12 Spotted Dove Spilopelia chinensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

13 Yellow-footed Green Pigeon Treron phoenicopterus     ✓         

14 Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula aenea ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

15 White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus   ✓         ✓ 

16 Grey-headed Swamphen Porphyrio poliocephalus ✓             

17 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus ✓             

18 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra ✓             

19 Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

20 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius         ✓     

21 Bronze-winged Jacana Metopidius indicus   ✓           

22 Little Stint Calidris minuta             ✓ 

23 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos   ✓     ✓   ✓ 

24 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

25 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia         ✓   ✓ 

26 Small Pratincole Glareola lactea         ✓   ✓ 

27 Little Tern Sternula albifrons         ✓     

28 River Tern Sterna aurantia ✓       ✓   ✓ 

29 Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala       ✓ ✓     

30 Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans ✓       ✓   ✓ 

31 Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ 

32 Little Cormorant Microcarbo niger ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

33 Indian Cormorant Phalacrocorax fuscicollis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

34 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo   ✓     ✓   ✓ 

35 Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ 

36 Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus ✓       ✓   ✓ 

37 Red-naped Ibis Pseudibis papillosa ✓       ✓   ✓ 

38 Striated Heron Butorides striata             ✓ 

39 Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

40 Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ 

41 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

42 Great Egret Ardea alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

43 Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia   ✓     ✓   ✓ 

44 Little Egret Egretta garzetta ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

45 Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus   ✓ ✓       ✓ 

46 Crested Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus     ✓   ✓     
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      March 2020 

  Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

47 Red-headed Vulture Sarcogyps calvus         ✓     

48 Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

49 Changeable Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus       ✓ ✓     

50 Black Eagle Ictinaetus malaiensis           ✓   

51 Greater Spotted Eagle Clanga clanga         ✓     

52 Bonelli's Eagle Aquila fasciata       ✓       

53 Shikra Accipiter badius   ✓           

54 Black Kite Milvus migrans lineatus ✓ ✓           

55 Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

56 Jungle Owlet Glaucidium radiatum         ✓   ✓ 

57 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

58 Malabar Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris       ✓   ?   

59 Indian Grey Hornbill Ocyceros birostris           ✓   

60 Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

61 White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

62 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis         ✓   ✓ 

63 Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis ✓             

64 Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

65 Chestnut-headed Bee-eater Merops leschenaulti       ✓ ✓     

66 
Brown-capped Pygmy 
Woodpecker 

Yungipicus nanus 

          ✓   

67 White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

68 Streak-throated Woodpecker Picus xanthopygaeus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

69 Black-rumped Flameback Dinopium benghalense   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

70 Greater Flameback Chrysocolaptes guttacristatus         ✓     

71 White-naped Woodpecker Chrysocolaptes festivus     ✓         

72 Plum-headed Parakeet Psittacula cyanocephala   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

73 Malabar Parakeet - E Psittacula columboides           ✓ ✓ 

74 Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria       ✓       

75 Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri     ✓ ✓       

76 Common Woodshrike Tephrodornis pondicerianus       ✓       

77 Ashy Woodswallow Artamus fuscus     ✓     ✓ ✓ 

78 Common Iora Aegithina tiphia               

79 Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus       ✓   ✓   

80 Large Cuckooshrike Coracina macei   ✓           

81 Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus       ✓       

82 Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach   ✓       ✓   

83 Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus   ✓           

84 Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus           ✓   

85 Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

86 White-bellied Drongo Dicrurus caerulescens   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

87 Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus       ✓       

88 
Greater Racket-tailed 
Drongo 

Dicrurus paradiseus 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

89 Rufous Treepie Dendrocitta vagabunda       ✓       

90 Indian Jungle Crow Corvus culminatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

91 Cinereous Tit Parus cinereus       ✓   ✓   

92 Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

93 Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

94 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica rustica         ✓   ✓ 
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      March 2020 

  Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

95 Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica daurica       ✓       

96 Ashy Prinia Prinia socialis         ✓     

97 Plain Prinia Prinia inornata       ?       

98 Jungle Babbler Argya striata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

99 Indian Nuthatch Sitta castanea           ✓   

100 Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

101 Jungle Myna Acridotheres fuscus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

102 Common Myna Acridotheres tristis ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

103 Chestnut-tailed Starling Sturnia malabarica   ✓     ✓ ✓   

104 Brahminy Starling Sturnia pagodarum ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

105 Orange-headed Thrush Geokichla citrina     ?         

106 Indian Robin Copsychus fulicatus       ✓       

107 Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

108 Tickell's Blue Flycatcher Cyornis tickelliae         ✓     

109 Golden-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons   ✓           

110 Pale-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum erythrorhynchos       ?       

111 Purple-rumped Sunbird Leptocoma zeylonica   ✓   ✓ ✓     

112 House Sparrow Passer domesticus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

113 White-browed Wagtail Motacilla maderaspatensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

 

 

Mammals 

      March 2020 

  Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

1 Royal Bengal Tiger  Panthera tigris tigris  ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ 

2 Leopard  Panthera pardus           ✓   

3 Bonnet Macaque Macaca radiata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 
Common Langur/Hanuman 
Langur 

Semnopithecus entellus 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

5 Ruddy Mongoose Herpestes smithii ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

6 Stripe-necked Mongoose Herpestes vitticolis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

7 Dhole (Asiatic Wild Dog)  Cuon alpinus dukhunensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

8 Sloth Bear  Merursus ursinus       ✓       

9 Indian Flying Fox Pteropus giganteus   ✓       ✓ ✓ 

10 Fulvous Fruit Bat Rousettus leschenaulti       ✓       

11 Indian or Black-naped Hare  Lepus nigricollis       ✓       

12 Three-striped Palm Squirrel Funambulus pennarum   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

13 Malabar Giant Squirrel Ratufa indica   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

14 Gaur (Indian Bison) Bos guarus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

15 Sambar Cervus unicolor ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

16 Chital (Spotted Deer) Cervus axis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

17 Indian Muntjac (Barking Deer) Muntiacus muntjak       ✓       

18 Indian Wild Boar Sus scrofa ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

19 Asian Elephant Elephas maximus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

Our tour checklist follows the names and taxonomy (including species order) of the International Ornithological 

Congress list of the birds of the world (version 10.1, January 2020) which seems destined to become the global 

standard in future. The species included are based on those thought most likely to be recorded together with what 

has been seen on previous tours.
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Other species 

      March 2020 

  Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

  Reptiles                 

1 Soft-shelled Turtle Trionychidae sp       ✓       

2 Marsh Crocodile Crocodylus palustris         ✓   ✓ 

3 Mud Terrapin         ✓   ✓   

                    

  Butterflies                 

1 Blue Mormon Papilio polymnesto   ✓           

2 Grass Yellow Eurema hecabe   ✓           

3 Common Emigrant Catopsilia pomona   ✓           

 

 

 

Sloth Bear 

White-bellied Woodpecker 


