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Tour participants: Dave Jackson & Neil McMahon (Leaders) with 11 Naturetrek clients. 

 

Summary 

 

A team of eleven guests and two leaders set off on the Undiscovered Iceland tour in May this year, commencing 

in the south of the island and then travelling east and into the north central areas before returning to Keflavik 

and home. Huge glaciers, hot springs with furneroles and steamy vents, an iceberg studded lagoon, powerful and 

impressive waterfalls, black sand beaches, lava fields and massive basalt columns awaited us! Brooding volcanoes, 

dwarf birch forests and spectacular skies were reflected in the melt pools and glacial lakes as we wandered the 

wilderness of Iceland in search of the next horizon and the wildlife that dwelt there. Arctic Tern colonies, 

'drumming' Snipe and singing Icelandic Redwings provided an almost continuous audio backdrop, interspersed 

with the plaintive and evocative calls of Whimbrel, Golden Plover and Icelandic Black-tailed Godwits. 

 

Mammals on the land are not easy to find but we glimpsed three Arctic Foxes and several herds of the 

introduced Reindeer and of course there were plenty of the Icelandic Horses enjoying the renewed spring 

grasses. We were wowed by several Humpback Whales and extremely privileged to experience an encounter with 

the largest animal of all - the Blue Whale - as it fed and cavorted in the waters off Husavik. 

 

Sea-birds included close views of Puffins and we saw Brunnich's Guillemots and enjoyed almost daily sightings 

of resplendent Red-throated and Great Northern Divers in all their breeding plumage finery. Ptarmigans showed 

off and in the Myvatn area we were wooed by tame Red-necked Phalaropes, bugling Long-tailed Ducks, white-

water rafting Harlequin Ducks and Barrow's Goldeneye. And all this within the comfort of true Icelandic 

hospitality and comfortable hotels. 

Day 1                                                                                 Thursday 19th May 

The majority of the Naturetrek team flew out from Heathrow Airport, Terminal 2 at about 1.30pm bound for 

Keflavik courtesy of Iceland Air. 

   

On arrival there was some delay in obtaining our bags and we met up with Don who had flown out a few days 

earlier.  We then spent quite a bit of time trying to resolve issues with the two minibuses assigned to us by the 

rental company – in the end we managed to secure two entirely different vehicles in order to ideally suit our 

needs.  This made us late to visit the Blue Lagoon where two of our guests had booked a bathing session, which 

unfortunately had to be abandoned. 

 

We checked in at the nearby Northern Lights Inn and had our evening meal just after 6.30pm which permitted 

us an opportunity for an evening excursion afterwards to explore Grindavik Harbour where we saw plenty of 

Common Eiders, Fulmars and Turnstones and both Glaucous and Iceland Gulls, a Black Guillemot, three Great 

Northern Divers and Arctic Terns, Kittiwakes and small numbers of Redshank, Ringed Plover, Golden Plover, 

Snipe and Whimbrel.  Starlings were busy feeding on the verges and other passerines included White Wagtail and 

Meadow Pipit. 

 

After a long day of travel it was back to the hotel and time for a few hours of snatched sleep! 
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Day 2                                                                                       Friday 20th May 

Despite the showery outlook, we had a full house for our pre-breakfast excursion at 6.30am.  We took a 

clockwise circuit of the Reykjanes Peninsular – well we tried – but some croaking and displaying Ptarmigan over 

the larva fields next to the hotel delayed us for a while.  One in particular posed nicely and the photographers in 

the group enjoyed taking great images of these white birds, only just starting to moult from their winter plumage.  

Other birds on the road journey included Raven, Redwing, Tufted Duck, Common Eider, Arctic Skua, Arctic 

Tern, Red-breasted Merganser and plenty of displaying waders including flight-displaying Golden Plovers, 

Whimbrel, Redshank and Snipe. 

 

We visited an area of intense geothermal activity with bubbling springs and vents emitting large plumes of steam.  

Buildings and pipework nearby were evidence of the Icelandic method of capturing this natural phenomenon 

and capitalising on it for heating and national energy concerns. 

 

Nearby we visited the tectonic plate ravine where the North American Plate and the Eurasian Plate are pulling 

apart.  A bridge has been built across the divide and interpretative boards provide more information – Iceland is 

the only place in Europe where it is seen above water!! 

 

Most of the birds were repeats on our slow drive back to the hotel where we enjoyed an excellent buffet 

breakfast after which we left at about 9.45am. 

   

Our first main venue was another geothermal area at Krysuvik – plenty of gurgling, boiling water, steam and 

warmly coloured strata here as we also encountered a few repeat bird species.  A large lake nearby supported 

Great Northern Diver, Red-breasted Merganser, gulls and a few other assorted species, but we had to move on 

through dramatic scenery to eventually pick up Route 1 and stop off at Hveragerdi for a light lunch.  The 

weather for the day was showery, but with brief gaps in the rain and a little sunshine and it was mild with 

temperatures up to 11OC. 

 

After lunchtime we continued heading east, clocking up roadside birds as we did so.  Icelandic Horses were 

enjoying the fertile pastures and sheep and cattle were also out grazing.  Whooper Swan numbers grew, non-

breeding flocks were resting in waterlogged meadows and pairs were separating off on small lakes with many on 

nests and one pair with cygnets already. 

 

Our next venue was a vociferous waterfall at Seljalandsfoss – the water hammering down onto the rocks below 

creating plenty of spray, which didn’t put off the nesting Fulmars circling all around.  We spent just over half an 

hour here before pushing further east and stopping at further waterfalls at Skogarfoss.  Fulmars were again 

enjoying the spray from the gallons of water tipping over the main fall here.  Scanning provided Rock Doves and 

Wigeon in nearby fields with vocal Arctic Terns not far away and menacing Arctic Skuas at some distance.  We 

were all pleased when a ewe on it’s back finally righted itself with it’s lamb looking on in a rather confused state. 

 

Pushing further east we rounded the most southerly point of Iceland and dropped in on the black sand beach at 

Reynisdrangar.  A popular tourist spot, this dangerous beach drops away alarmingly allowing waves to reach up 

and carry away the unwary.  Basalt pillars in the cliffs reminded us of similar geology at Staffa (Scotland) and the 

Giant’s Causeway (Northern Ireland).  Above the cliffs and on the turbulent sea were small numbers of Puffins 
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and other birds just the other side of the breakers including Eider and Razorbill.  A Grey Seal was fishing in the 

surf and Don alerted us to a ‘blowing’ cetacean close in.  This proved to be a Humpback Whale and we watched 

as it periodically surfaced and dived in a large semi-circle just the seaward side of the breakers.  It spy-hopped 

once and provided several views of its distinctive jawline as well as more typical views of the back and fin both 

face-on and side-on and for a land-based viewing was excellent.  With fishing boats trawling further out, it’s 

likely that everything there was taking advantage of a plentiful supply of fish. 

 

With ninety-five miles still to go before we reached our accommodation for the evening and indeed the next 

three nights, we drove on without stopping and arrived at Hotel Skaftafell just after 7pm.  Here Icelandic 

hospitality and efficiency was at its best and we were quickly allocated our rooms and enjoying our meal in the 

restaurant.  A good bird record was two Swallows flying around the hotel!! 

Day 3                                                                                  Saturday 21st May 

Despite a very long second day, a full compliment of Naturetrekkers emerged for a 7am wander around the 

interesting habitat surrounding the hotel.  Snipe were everywhere!  Some were ‘drumming’ overhead, others 

‘chippering’ whilst perched on fence posts or flying overhead and careering around at high speed.  Singing and 

food-carrying Icelandic-race Redwings were even more common, hopping up and flying around us as we 

dawdled along the paths through the Lupins which were just coming into flower.  A single Swallow and three 

White Wagtails were around the buildings and we saw a displaying Ptarmigan, a flight each of Pink-footed Geese 

and Whooper Swans, Raven and common waders including song-flighting Whimbrel.  Meadow Pipits were 

performing their parachute song-flights as we headed upwards to a small lake – the melt-pool of a glacier on the 

mountain above us.  We spotted Mallard and Tufted Duck on the seemingly empty lake until the cry went up 

‘Arctic Fox’! And there it was, a part white and part brown animal calmly trotting around the lake and 

disappearing into the Lupins, but not before taking a quick glance back at us.  Unfortunately, not everyone was 

in a position to see this unexpected and privileged sighting. 

 

Breakfast next and after an enjoyable buffet-style refueling session, we left our hotel at about 9.30am and took a 

twenty-five minute drive to Ingolfshofoi from where we were conveyed by tractor and trailer across black sands 

to a nature reserve which included a seabird colony.  The black sand wasteland covers what had formerly been an 

area of fertile meadows and woodland which had been covered by glacial and volcanic activity.  After our trek we 

walked up a monster black sand drift and along near the edge of the cliff.  Fulmars and Great Skuas patrolled the 

cliffs and we also saw wheeling Puffins as they zeroed in on their burrows. Other birds included Kittiwakes, Red-

breasted Mergansers, Razorbills, Common Guillemots and Gannets, but it was the Puffins that (as always) stole 

the show. 

 

A couple of Snow Buntings remained ‘flitty’.  Some careful scanning of the cliff ledges confirmed the presence of 

a single pair of Brunnich’s Guillemot amongst the more Common species.  We then continued clockwise around 

the cliff tops with birds half-hidden in low cloud.  A party of menacing Great Skuas remained just off the path as 

we tried to identify the flowers and plants of this small coastal reserve and tracks of Arctic Fox could be seen in 

the black sand dunes. 

 

We arrived back at our tractor and trailer transport and chugged back across the sands for a couple of kilometres 

before arriving back on solid ground again.  We then drove west and took advantage of the small café opposite 
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our hotel for refreshments.  After our snack we went looking for Red-throated Divers on road-side pools, but 

one of the minibuses came off-road and became stuck in the black sands/volcanic dust that banks up on both 

sides of the road and despite valiant efforts by all concerned we couldn’t shift it until Icelandic assistance in the 

shape of a Range Rover and a winch did the trick! 

 

This process took some time and impacted on our afternoon itinerary, but it did allow time for some to catch up 

on some sleep and for more walks around the bird-filled terrain behind the hotel! 

   

We enjoyed our evening meal at about 7.15pm followed by the checklist and review of the day and a short 

briefing of the plans for the following day. 

Day 4                                                                                   Sunday 22nd May 

The optional morning foray before breakfast included a short drive to the lightly wooded area at Svartifoss.  

Here there is extensive dwarf birch and willow plus a stand of Spruce and a few Rowan and young Beech trees.  

This was sufficient cover to attract a couple of Goldcrests and a few Icelandic (Common) Redpolls with a Wren 

heard singing from waterside vegetation.  We enjoyed more close views of Common Snipe and Redwings and 

new plants including a type of Viola. 

   

We took breakfast back at the hotel and then set off east to Jokulsarlon with it’s lagoon of blue icebergs!  And 

most of them really were blue!!  Here the wildlife takes advantage of glacial fresh water mixing with the nutrient-

rich sea-water and the gathered birds included many Eiders and Arctic Terns, several Iceland Gulls and plenty of 

Kittiwakes.  A pair of Harlequin Ducks kept close in to the sides of the main channel to the sea and confiding 

Snow Buntings sang right next to us. 

 

After a short wait we boarded an amphibious vehicle and donned life jackets and drifted across the lagoon and 

motored around the clustered ‘bergs’.  There were plenty of Common Seals and Kittiwakes flew up each time a 

chunk of ice broke off and splashed into the water.  A large lump of clear crystal ice was brought aboard for us 

to see and deemed to be thousands of years old – beautifully polished and lens-like - it was now melting as it was 

passed around the group.  Nearby, other organised tours of the lagoon were using zodiac inflatables and kayaks 

to get up close and personal with vivid blue icebergs.  This lagoon and its huge lumps of jewelry is a relatively 

recent phenomenon as the glaciers in Iceland melt and recede. 

 

Back on land again, we bought some lunch-time snacks from the small café/shop there and then explored the 

nearby ‘Diamond Beach’ – a gently-sloping black sand beach littered with spectacular lumps of polished and 

jagged ice.  Arctic Terns flew around us, many particularly excited, with sand-eels in their beaks, and the Arctic 

Skuas were never far way, harrying them as they paraded their catch to would-be partners.  A summer plumage 

Common Guillemot was hauled up on the beach and even picked up a discarded sand-eel that Don tossed to it.  

Distant birds on the sea included Puffin, Red-throated and Great Northern Divers. 

 

We then drove slowly east checking a few areas before pulling in at the small community of Hali.  Here an 

extensive shallow, brackish lagoon provided excellent habitat for several species of wader including our first Red-

necked Phalaropes of the tour.  Superb numbers of Arctic Terns, non-breeding Kittiwakes and Greylags made 

for a very noisy affair and with many birds posing beautifully.  Probably the favourite was a Common Snipe that 
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decided it was going to bathe in a puddle right in front of one of the minibuses!  On the drive back to our hotel, 

Carole saw an Artic Fox trotting along a meadow, our second sighting of this difficult-to-see animal for the trip. 

 

Back at Skaftafell there was time to walk up the slopes to examine the glacier from a different perspective with 

the constant company of food-bearing Redwings and ‘drumming’ Snipe.  We again ate in the restaurant at the 

hotel and after completing our checklists it was a weary but happy band of Naturetrekkers that retired for the 

night! 

 

With darkness only lasting for a few hours each night, there was always an opportunity for those with the 

stamina to walk and watch wildlife night and day. 

Day 5                                                                                    Monday 23rd May 

We began our day with an optional 7am walk up the footpath to the glacier above the hotel, but some were so 

keen in our party that we met a couple of them on their way down after a very early morning start! 

 

Photographers snapped away at the birds and other items of interest on offer which included the white-flowered 

Lupins and ground-hugging flowers.  With no amphibians or reptiles in Iceland other ‘small items’ of interest 

were restricted to bumble-bees, flies and spiders.  Some long-range scanning at the top of the footpath provided 

a distant and intermittent view of yet another Arctic Fox hunting the steep slopes to one side of the glacier.  A 

different individual to the animal on the 21st, this exhibited a wholly white back and brown underbelly.  It 

disappeared from view behind some scree, so we made our way down to breakfast and checked out of Hotel 

Skaftafell, leaving at 9.30am and heading east. 

 

Our first stop was just short of Jokulsarlon from where we obtained a different view of the icebergs in the blue 

lagoon which many considered a better viewing than at Jokulsarlon itself.  Long-tailed Ducks were the first of 

the trip and we enjoyed views of singing Snow Buntings and Wheatears and lots more Common Seals lounging 

around on some of the ice blocks.  After a comfort stop we again drove into the small community of Hali where 

Arctic Terns greeted us in profusion.  Waders again included Dunlin and Red-necked Phalarope and similar birds 

to the day before. 

 

Lunch was a very nice affair at a bistro in Hafta, sheltering from the weather which was rather wet by this time.  

We scanned some interesting areas along the seafront and there were plenty of Eiders, yet more Arctic Terns and 

Greylag Geese and a nice selection of waders.  However, the rain ensured that this was birding from the vehicles, 

so we pushed on with subsequent road-side viewings of Scaup, Arctic and Great Skuas, Shoveler, Wigeon and 

many others.  After clocking up quite some miles, we arrived at the homely Framtidt Hotel at Djupivogur.  This 

small hotel is right next to the harbour and we were surprised and delighted to see a Sand Martin flying up and 

down the small stoney beach there.  After checking in, most people explored the area on foot with sightings 

including Red-throated Divers, Purple Sandpiper, Common Scoter and some lovely summer-plumage Red Knot. 

 

Our evening meal was taken at the hotel and then we retired for the evening. 

 



Undiscovered Iceland Tour Report 

 

 

6  © Naturetrek July 22     
 

Day 6                                                                                   Tuesday 24th May 

An early morning walk before breakfast around the harbour and towards a fresh-water pool situated on a rocky 

point was productive.  A new mammal for the tour was noted when a small group of Harbour Porpoises was 

spotted moving around in the still waters beyond a few small islands offshore.  The low cloud early on began to 

clear and some sunshine helped confirm the presence of more stately, snow-covered mountains creating a 

beautiful fjord setting.  The ‘red brick’ coloured Red Knot were about, a single Purple Sandpiper didn’t stay still 

for long and we enjoyed fine views of summer plumage Red-throated Divers vocalizing and flying round us.  A 

pair of Whooper Swans relaxed and inched a little closer and Wigeon, Eider, Redshank, Turnstone and 

Whimbrel all showed very well. 

 

After breakfast we reluctantly moved on from Djupivogur and began a long journey heading towards Myvatn.  

With a few options on offer, we elected to motor along the unpaved 939 mountain road which provided 

wonderful views on the steep climb upwards and roadside wildlife on the upper slopes and gentle descent, which 

included close Pink-footed Geese and Harlequin Ducks.  We made multiple short stops as the clouds cleared 

further and then reconnected with Route 1 to continue our journey west.  Pink-footed Geese increased in 

number on the moors and particularly along the river systems and there were regular concentrations of Whooper 

Swans grazing in the meadows.  We stopped for hot drinks and fuel at Egilsstadir. 

 

We pushed on over a very exposed and stark landscape with few signs of life but the scenery remained 

spectacular.  Nearing Myvatn, we stopped at the hot springs and fissures at Hverir with its bubbling water, mud 

and steaming vents.  After warming up in the hot steam, the caustic effect was to dry your throat, with 

sulphurous aromas assailing the nostrils – all part of the Icelandic experience. 

  

At about 4.30pm we arrived at the Sel Hotel, Myvatn and after checking in, began to explore on foot nearby.  

The hotel is situated on the southern shores of the lake and a few steps across the road it is birding heaven with 

tame and very close Red-necked Phalaropes and Slavonian Grebes.  Wigeon, Golden Plover, Common Snipe, 

Tufted Duck and Redwing all showed at close range prior to our 7pm evening meal.  Further limited birding 

opportunities after dinner were mostly thwarted by the dull conditions. 

Day 7                                                                             Wednesday 25th May 

An optional pre-breakfast morning walk commenced at 7am with a full team in attendance.  Red-necked 

Phalaropes, Whooper Swans, Scaup, Long-tailed Ducks and Slavonian Grebes all delighted as we completed a 

circuit near to the hotel.  The two species of diver and Barrow’s Goldeneye were a little shyer and kept their 

distance.  A singing Redwing in its favourite spruce at the hotel and a Snow Bunting that sometimes sang from 

the hotel roof were to be daily birds.   

After an enjoyable buffet breakfast we took the short journey to the nearby Laxa River – a fast-flowing, boulder-

strewn run-off that is the local breeding site for the all-important Black Flies – a critical food item for breeding 

ducks and their ducklings.  Here we all thoroughly enjoyed close views of well-marked Barrow’s Goldeneye and 

resplendent Harlequin Ducks with a supporting cast of more common duck species and waders. 
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Next was a visit to the waterfall at Godafoss with an opportunity to walk either site of the falls.  Moorland birds 

adjacent to these spectacular falls included Ptarmigan, Whimbrel and Arctic Skua.  Powerful waterfalls at this 

time of year are fed with snowmelts from higher altitudes. 

   

The afternoon activity was dominated by a scheduled whale-watching excursion from Husavik, a coastal town to 

the north.  After a forty-five minute drive we grabbed some food and drink from a roadside café and then took 

ourselves down to the harbour.  After checking in we availed ourselves of the insulated overalls and stepped 

aboard an electric-powered schooner called Opal docked in the harbour.  It was rather grey and cold, but 

thankfully dry as we gently steered out of the harbour and into the calm waters of the fjord which, with good 

fortune, frequently hosts feeding whales.  A few seabirds included Puffin, Shag, Gannet, Razorbill and Black 

Guillemot in addition to the ubiquitous Arctic Terns and Kittiwakes seen with a couple of Glaucous and Iceland 

Gulls around the harbour.  It took nearly ninety minutes before we witnessed some rather distant whale action 

with the ‘blows’ and surfacing activity of Humpback Whale.  We were soon much closer and left a single animal 

to explore a larger ‘blow’ to the west.  As luck would have it, this four metre ‘blow’ belonged to a Blue Whale 

which had apparently wandered into the fjord the evening before.  We witnessed the very long profile of the 

blue/grey body of the biggest mammal in the world as it fed relatively close to its smaller Humpback 

companions.  At one stage it dived deeper, exposing its fluke whilst doing so.  The darker, more compact bodies 

of the Humpbacks were then all around us with at least six animals feeding avidly and taking no notice of the 

excited Naturetrekkers aboard the Opal. 

 

The excited Arctic Terns and Kittiwakes in particular gave away the presence of these grazers of the sea as they 

attempted to pick off small fish displaced by the feeding whales.  The highlight of the tour for many, we stayed 

watching our fantastic whales for much longer than scheduled and didn’t return to the harbour until 6pm. 

 

After another full day of fresh air and dramatic surroundings we motored back to the Sel Hotel for our evening 

meal and for those with stamina in reserve the daylight conditions provided further opportunities to step out late 

for an evening walk. 

Day 8                                                                                 Thursday 26th May 

Our last full day was a rather quiet affair as heavy rain and cold temperatures ensured the pre-breakfast walk was 

a non-starter.  It remained very grey all day and after breakfast we ventured out to the Dimmuborgir Larva Park.  

This area of impressive larva waves and towers set solid into a permanent memory of more creative and 

explosive times is a compelling sight.  Mosses and lichens try hard to maintain their hold and dwarf Birch and 

Willows grow wherever possible.  Other wildlife is in short supply although we did enjoy super views of a pair of 

confiding Ptarmigan.  It was another day when we failed to catch sight of an Icelandic Troll – but local 

information suggests that they do dwell amongst the larva towers here! 

 

After Dimmuborgir we checked a number of spots around Lake Myvatn, increasing our day-list of water-loving 

birds but didn’t add anything to the trip list. 

 

We enjoyed an early lunch at Myvatn Nature Baths and then drove for about an hour to visit the isolated 

Dettifoss Waterfall.  Although rain was never far away, our luck held each time we took an excursion from the 

bus and so it proved to be for our walk to these powerful falls too.  This fall was in full flow, emitting plenty of 
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spray.  Birdlife nearby was very spartan, but included Pink-footed Geese, Snow Bunting and Arctic Skua.  At 

such a ‘middle of nowhere’ site the (composting) toilets at the car park were much appreciated! 

 

The remainder of the afternoon was taken up with a return to the Nature Baths to permit several of our party to 

enjoy the open air thermal baths experience, a birdwatching walk round woodland at Hofdi or a return to the 

Hotel for a rest. 

 

Unfortunately, by this time many of our party had developed heavy colds, so the option of walking out under 

leaden skies with the temperature only just above 3OC didn’t compel many to take a walk after our dinner that 

evening. 

Day 9                                                                                       Friday 27th May 

We undertook our last early morning walk from the hotel stepping out at 6.30am for a meander around the 

nearest section of lake and marsh.  All the usual avian suspects remained in the shape of Arctic Terns, a variety 

of ducks, geese and waders, the colourful image of Slavonian Grebes and the quirky, but great-looking, Red-

necked Phalaropes.  The cool and grey conditions ensured that there wasn’t much in the way of insects for the 

birds and we didn’t witness the famous Black Fly and non-biting Midge hatches. 

 

Following our last wander, we took breakfast from 8am and left the hotel at about 9.45am to begin the journey 

home – with the exception of Phil and Clive who were staying on for an additional tour.  We lingered at a couple 

of spots en-route to enjoy close views of Black-tailed Godwit, Golden Plovers and Whimbrel but then drove 

steadily to the domestic airport at Akureyri next to Eyjafjordur Fjord.  Here we checked in and consumed a light 

lunch before taking our forty-minute flight south to Reykjavik domestic airport.  Here the sun was shining and 

the temperature was much warmer.  We picked up two new minibuses and drove slowly to Keflavik 

International Airport, marveling at the flowers and greenery in comparison with north Iceland.  Blackbirds were 

busy collecting food in the suburban gardens of the capital.  This species is slowly spreading elsewhere.  At 

Keflavik we said our good-byes with Don staying overnight for a flight the following day and Dave and Neil 

staying on to lead the following ‘Iceland in Spring’ Naturetrek Tour. 

   

And so ended our amazing adventure in an exciting country primed to deliver awe-inspiring scenery, a variant of 

habitats and stunning wildlife!! 

 

 

 

 

 



Undiscovered Iceland Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek July 22 9 
 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
Species lists 
 

Birds (H = Heard only) 

 
  I=Introduced  May 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

1 Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

2 Greylag Goose Anser anser ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

3 Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus   ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

5 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna         ✓ ✓       

6 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata         ✓       ✓ 

7 Gadwall Mareca strepera           ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

8 Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

9 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

10 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

11 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

12 Greater Scaup Aythya marila         ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

13 Common Eider Somateria mollissima ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

14 Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

15 Common Scoter Melanitta nigra         ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

16 Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

17 Barrow's Goldeneye Bucephala islandica           ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

18 Goosander Mergus merganser         ✓         

19 Red-breasted 
Merganser 

Mergus serrator ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

20 Rock Ptarmigan Lagopus muta   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

21 Rock Dove - I Columba livia   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓       

22 Woodpigeon Columba palumbus       5           

23 Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus           ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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  I=Introduced  May 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

24 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

25 European Golden 
Plover 

Pluvialis apricaria ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

26 Common Ringed 
Plover 

Charadrius hiaticula ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓       

27 Eurasian Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

28 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

29 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓       

30 Red Knot Calidris canutus         ✓ ✓       

31 Dunlin Calidris alpina     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

32 Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima         ✓ ✓ ✓     

33 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

34 Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

35 Common Redshank Tringa totanus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

36 Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

37 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

38 Common Gull Larus canus   ✓   ✓ ✓       ✓ 

39 Great Black-backed 
Gull 

Larus marinus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

40 Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus ✓           ✓     

41 Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓     

42 European Herring Gull Larus argentatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

43 Lesser Black-backed 
Gull 

Larus fuscus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

44 Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

45 Great Skua Stercorarius skua     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

46 Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

47 Brunnich's Guillemot Uria lomvia     2             

48 Common Guillemot Uria aalge     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

49 Razorbill Alca torda   ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓     

50 Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓     

51 Atlantic Puffin Fratercula arctica   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓     

52 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

53 Great Northern Diver Gavia immer ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

54 Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

55 Northern Gannet Morus bassanus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

56 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo   ✓               

57 European Shag Gulosus aristotelis             ✓     

58 Northern Raven Corvus corax   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

59 Sand Martin Riparia riparia         1         

60 Swallow Hirundo rustica   ✓ ✓             

61 Goldcrest Regulus regulus       2           

62 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes       H       H   

63 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     ✓ 

64 Redwing Turdus iliacus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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  I=Introduced  May 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

65 Common Blackbird Turdus merula   ✓   ✓         ✓ 

66 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe   ✓     ✓ ✓       

67 White Wagtail Motacilla alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

68 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

69 Common Redpoll Acanthis flammea       ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

70 Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

 
Others 
 
I=Introduced    May 2022 

Common name Scientific name 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

Arctic Fox Alopex lagopus     1 1 1         

Atlantic Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus   1     1         

Common Seal Phoca vitulina       ✓ ✓   ✓     

Blue Whale Balaenoptera musculus             1     

Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae   1         6     

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena           ✓       

Reindeer - I Rangifer tarandus         ✓ ✓       

Rodent sp.       1             

Bumblebee sp.     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

Black Slug     ✓               
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