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Tour Leaders:    Dave Nevitt Naturetrek Ornithologist/Naturalist 

    Jessica Turner Naturetrek Botanist/Naturalist 

 

Participants   John Hopkins 

    Jo Hopkins 

    David Jones  

    Jill Jones 

    Ken Gibbs  

    Frances Gibbs 

    Pat Collings  

    Penny McWatters  

    Colin Sedgwick  

    Stan Rest 

    Margaret Rest  

    Rosalie McAllister   

 

The Sicilian adventure started early for three of the tour participants, Rosalie, Stan and Margaret, as they 

arrived in Sicily a day early because of booking restrictions caused by the National Holiday tomorrow.  

Day 1 Wednesday 25th April 

Today was a public holiday so Dave took Rosalie and Margaret along on a shopping trip this morning so 

that they had sufficient provisions for the day, before he whizzed off to recce some sites for later on in 

the week. Concerns that dinner would not be available to our guests tonight were thankfully overcome 

and as Rosalie, Stan and Margaret enjoyed a resplendent dinner at the Pozzo di Mazza.  

 

Dave went to meet up with rest of the group at Catania Airport, as well as rendezvousing with Jessica 

who had been doing a recce in the north of the island. The flight from Gatwick was on time and all the 

party arrived safely and were welcomed by Jessica and Dave. In a cloudless sky, the dying rays of the day’s 

sun had given the group spectacular views of Mount Etna as the flight descended. After loading up in our 

minibuses, we left Catania and made the hour’s journey to the Pozzo di Mazza, arriving at 21:30. We were 

welcomed by Grita the site manager, and enjoyed fresh rolls and a nice glass of wine before the group 

took a well-earned early night.  

Day 2 Thursday 26th April 

We started the day with a pre-breakfast bird walk; after successfully scaling a small wall, we proceeded 

across a grove of small lemon trees. This gave us good all-round views and we were soon spotting birds. 

The resident Goldfinches and Crested Larks were soon ‘scoped, then two Marsh Harriers moved 

overhead towards the coast.  
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Our attention was drawn to a small raptor perched up on a telegraph wire – when we put the scope on it, 

it turned out to be a magnificent adult female Red-footed Falcon! What a bird – and on our first morning 

too! We all enjoyed excellent views, admiring its orange underparts and barred tail. A Tree Pipit flew into 

the field and perched up for those quick enough to get on to it. Returning to the Pozzo, we saw Serins 

singing away merrily in the conifers before enjoying our first breakfast. We were very impressed with both 

the variety and quality of the food and tucked in heartily.  

 

We then set off for our first destination of the week – Capo Murro di Porco - for a relaxing walk. In 

glorious sun we walked towards the lighthouse, getting good views of Fan-tailed Warblers (or Zitting 

Cisticolas if you prefer!) and Whinchats sitting atop the vegetation. Bee-eaters were calling overhead as 

they moved north and we strained our eyes upwards trying to locate them. At the seashore we had a look 

at what was passing on the sea and it was very productive. Several pods of Bottle-nose Dolphins delighted 

the group as the calm sea allowed their location with relative ease. Yelkouan Shearwaters passed by, with 

one Scopoli’s amongst them. A strange shape bobbing in the swell had us guessing at first, before it was 

identified as an Ocean Sunfish. We got unusually close views as two drifted past. A pair of White Wagtails 

was studied to see the differences from our Pied Wagtails at home. Dave gave an introduction to the 

rocks of the world, despite frequent interruptions from the passing wildlife! Several small parties of 

Yellow Wagtails did not linger in their journey northwards; similarly the regular groups of Bee-eaters 

overhead.  

 

We also became familiar with some of the Mediterranean plant species, especially those characteristic of 

this spiny coastal heath. Dwarf Fan Palms (Chamaerops humilis), the yellow Umbellifer, Thapsia (Thapsia 

garganica), Lentisk (Lentiscus pistacea), the spiny, chicken-wire plant, Thorny Burnet (Sarcopoterium spinosum), 

and Spiny Broom (Calicotome spinosa) provided most of the height. In between the clumps, we found Spiny 

Chicory, with its azure flowers, the cerise Byzantine Gladiolus (Gladiolus byzantium), the robust, golden, 

thistle-like Spanish Oyster Plant (both Scolymus hispanicus and Scolymus grandiflorus), extensive patches of the 

pale mauve thistle Galactites (Galactites tomentosa) and the enormous ‘dandelion clocks’ of a Goat’s-beard 

(Tragopogon porrifolius). Splashes of purple and white were provided by the ‘everlasting’ flowers of Winged 

Sea Lavender (Limonium (Statice) sinuatum). Nine-spotted moths, Common and Little Blues, Clouded 

Yellows, Small Skippers and a Dark Green Fritillary were amongst the Lepidoptera also seen. 

 

We followed the coast northwards and encountered more Bee-eaters and a distant Corn Bunting enabled 

us to appreciate how you can sometimes identify a bird simply on it’s “jizz”.As the sun was quite strong, 

we then decided to return to the minibuses. On the way back, we found a pair of mating Nine-spotted 

Moths on a wall then Colin saw a Bee-eater perched but sadly it flew off before the group could get on to 

it. However ten minutes later a group of 25 flew quite low over us, affording great views. Two Alpine 

Swifts accompanied them too. We adjourned for a coffee and convenience break at the Bar Pepe whilst 

Jessica and Dave prepared the picnic lunch. We ate this amongst the beautiful Crown Daisies (Glebionis 

coronarium) and attendant Swallowtails, with a view across the Mediterranean. 

 

We travelled onwards to the Siracusa Salinas where we walked along the road with a view across the 

reedbeds, consisting mainly of Giant Reed (Arundo donax). Migrant Whinchats perched up on the wires 

for all to admire and we scoured the edge of the reeds for Purple Gallinule but without any luck.  



Tour Report Spring Birding in Sicily 

 

 

4  © Naturetrek     August 12 
 

At the lagoons we enjoyed one of those “purple patches” that make birding so special – a Purple Heron 

flew along the tops of the reeds, then two Squacco Herons came up and circled before dropping in the 

reeds, just behind which an Osprey was perched on a tree! A kingfisher flew along the shoreline as we 

admired up to eight Black-winged Stilts with their long legs dangling as they flew round calling. What 

lovely birds they are! The shoreline gave us great views of Common Sandpipers on the rocks and 

Sandwich Terns fishing in the distance. We then moved slightly inland to view a flooded field on the 

other side of the Salinas. This proved productive as we saw more Black-winged Stilts, several Buzzard, 

and a group of Cattle Egrets in amongst the Little Egrets.  

 

Time was pressing on so we then returned to the Pozzo do Mazza to freshen up before dinner whilst 

Jessica and Dave went shopping to stock up for our picnics. Dave set the moth trap as we enjoyed a 

sumptuous feast of local dishes. With the number of dishes presented to us, certainly nobody went 

hungry as we took a look at the early visitors to the moth trap before turning in for the night. 

 

Day 3 Friday 27th April 

The early birds amongst the group clustered around the moth trap to see what we had attracted 

overnight. We were treated to a good selection that included Anomalous, both Bordered and Scarce 

Bordered Straws, The Flame, the tiny Diamond-backed Moth and our first of many Bird-dropping 

Tortrix moths! 

After breakfast we headed into Siracusa for our first proper taste of the incredible history and culture that 

Sicily presents, largely because its position in the central Mediterranean and its fertile volcanic soils have 

made it a desirable location for centuries. We parked at the Siracusa Archaeologico in the glorious 

sunshine and entered the park. After we had crossed the park to get our tickets, the group had a couple of 

hours to explore the fascinating Roman and Greek features in the park. Despite the installation of 

wooden seats covering the stone tiered seating of the amphitheatre, it left us in awe at its scale and very 

impressed at how well preserved it was. A sight to behold, that is for sure! 

Returning to the buses, alert members of the group soon found some birds in the trees surrounding the 

car park. Both Spotted and Pied Flycatchers were soon very well seen by all the group members and we 

were well placed to study the differences between them. But it was time to move on, so we saddled up 

and carried on inland, up into the limestone hills. The terrain was quite luxuriantly vegetated because of 

the rains earlier in the year and we heard Nightingale singing as we drove past in the buses. We were soon 

at the car park of the Cava Grande del Cassibile, and when we disembarked from the buses the views 

simply took our breath away as we were on the edge of a massive river gorge. We scoured the cliffs 

looking unsuccessfully for the elusive Rock Sparrow, but then we heard a whistling song echoing around 

the cliff faces. A quick blast from Dave’s MP3 player and the Blue Rock Thrush showed itself and was 

being admired by all through the telescope. 

The peace was temporarily disturbed by the arrival of a wedding party for their wedding breakfast at the 

Rifugio next to us, which was the signal for Dave and Jessica to prepare lunch! As a Raven flew close past 

us, one of the local cats took a liking to Dave’s lunch while he was looking the other way but was soon 

forgiven!  
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We enjoyed lunch to the stunning backdrop of the gorge before spending some quality time admiring the 

many orchids in a nearby meadow. These included Mirror Orchids (Ophrys ciliata), Pink Butterfly Orchid 

(Orchis papillionacea), Yellow Bee Orchid (Ophrys lutea), Sicilian Bee Orchid (Ophrys sicula), Ophrys biancae, 

Ophrys oxyrhyncos, and several species of Tongue Orchid (Serapias vomeracea, S. orientalis and S. parviflora). 

There were also carpets of the tiny blue Iris, Barbary Nut (Moraea sisyrinchium). 

We then walked east parallel with the edge of the gorge. Our first Wheatear sighting of the trip sat on 

some wires for us. We could hear a Cirl Bunting singing but it took 14 pairs of eyes a good five minutes 

before locating it on a bush. This handsome bird is a very rare and local bird back home so was 

appreciated by all. A little further on and we went down a side-track to regain the edge of the gorge again. 

We walked through low garrigue habitat and were soon seeing Sardinian Warblers in the larger trees. As the 

trees dwindled, we heard a different, less grating, song. Stealthily approaching, we were soon looking at 

one of the very special birds of the area - a male Spectacled Warbler! We watched it flying back and forth 

to where it obviously had a nest as it repeatedly carried food in! What a rare treat. 

Heading back to the mast at the top of the hill, we took a well earned rest. It was a little cooler as we had 

travelled inland to the gorge but it was still sufficiently warm to generate thermals. This became obvious 

as raptors soon sprung up around us. A pair of Bonelli’s Eagles was soon joined by several Buzzards and 

then two Lanner Falcons. We decided to leave on a high and made our way back to the buses, 

experiencing the many switchback turns on the descent back to the coast. We again set the moth trap as 

we had another fantastic dinner. We enjoyed the first moths of the night and made our way to bed as the 

Stone Curlews started up their night time echoing calls and four Scops Owls called to each other across 

the fields. 

 Day 4 Saturday 28th April 

The day started with a party of eight Night Herons descending into a row of conifer trees near the Pozzo, 

so we were able to get good scope views from the car park! This morning’s moths included a Gem, 

Garden Dart, the Delicate and a superb Waved Umber with stunning camouflage. As we assembled in the 

car park, a Woodchat Shrike was in the small lemon trees opposite the Pozzo.  

After breakfast, our first stop of the day was to see what had turned up at the flooded field in Siracusa. 

We were not disappointed as we had great views of a Woodchat Shrike that enabled those who had 

missed the earlier one to see it well. A couple of Pallid Swifts whizzed overhead but did not stop to be 

admired unfortunately. We could hear the “chiff-chiff” call of a Wood Sandpiper and we scoured the 

vegetation in the water to try to find it. Eventually we found it – right under our noses and we had terrific 

views in its speckled summer plumage.  

It was then time to move on and we headed for the Penisola Magnisi. There had obviously been a small 

arrival of birds and in the small clump of trees we saw male Redstarts, Spotted Flycatchers, brief views of 

a Wryneck and a Wood Warbler. As we moved along the road into more open terrain we were welcomed 

by Whinchats on the thistles and a Richard’s Pipit obligingly flew up and perched for us on a wire; Corn 

Buntings were similarly showy. One of our target birds was the Calandra Lark and we walked across the 

meadow in search of them. Our attention to the thistles in the meadow was soon distracted as we saw 

about a dozen Calandras singing away merrily in the glorious blue sky above us.  
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Returning to the easier track, we made our way back to the minibuses and, after a quick convenience 

break at a nearby bar, we made our picnic in a beautiful location overlooking the sandy beach and the 

deep blue Mediterranean Sea.  

Our next visit was to the nearby Saline di Priolo, where we were met by the warden Fabio who showed us 

some Ferruginous Ducks, iridescent chestnut in the sunshine. We moved on to the next hide in search of 

the Purple Gallinule. We could hear them calling in the reeds; we checked the edges of the reeds but they 

refused to come out. However we did get even better views of Ferruginous Ducks and Little Grebes. 

Returning to the beach for an ice cream, we then made our way home for the group to have a pleasant 

swim in the pool while Jessica and Dave went shopping in Siracusa. We set the moth trap again and after 

dinner checked out the early attractions before retiring to bed. 

Day 5 Sunday 29th April 

Dave checked out the interesting moths before breakfast - these included Lunar Yellow Underwing, the 

Delicate and Small Mottled Willow. Meanwhile Jessica led a bird walk to the Lemon Tree B & B which 

was very productive with Pied and Spotted Flycatchers as well as four Willow Warblers and a 

Whitethroat.  

After breakfast we journeyed south to explore the lakes and headlands of the most southerly part of the 

island. On the way we were fortunate to see a Hoopoe flying along the road. We decanted from the buses 

to try to find it again but the gorgeous wild flowers did a great job of hiding him from us! Our next 

location was the lake at Pantano Morghella on the east coast. Here we had repeated sightings of another 

Hoopoe as it brought food to its nest as well as telescope views of Black-necked Grebes resplendent in 

their smart summer plumage.  

We stopped at the Bar del Sole café for a coffee in Pachino before pressing on to Pantano Cuba. This was 

very productive, with extremely good views of at least three Purple Herons, including two that we all 

enjoyed very close views through the telescope. Colin seemed to be a Purple Heron magnet and found all 

three! Quite apart from being absolutely stunning birds, we were very lucky to see them so well, as 

normally they keep well hidden in the reeds. We also listened to the distinctive grating song of the Great 

Reed Warbler and compared it with the more melodious song of its smaller cousin the Reed Warbler. A 

Little Tern dropped in for a quick feed, a Marsh Harrier circled above and then we were mystified by a 

strange looking bird swimming across the middle of the lake. Once we got the telescope on it, its identity 

became clear – a juvenile Purple Gallinule, no less! We watched its gawking manner as it made it across to 

the reedbed on the other side and disappeared.  

We turned the buses round and proceeded on to Pantano Longarini where we parked up and went for a 

walk. Two or three Gull-billed Terns gave us a fly-past and another Marsh Harrier quartered the reeds 

looking for its lunch. We were lucky to have much closer views of summer plumaged Black-necked 

Grebes and a flock of nine Ruff and four Dunlin flew around looking for a landing place with the water 

levels being so high. Further on, we found four Greater Flamingo and some members of the group were 

lucky in also seeing them fly. We then returned to the minibuses to have our picnic lunch. However, 

unfortunately the cool bag had been left back at the Pozzo, so we decided to go for “Plan B” instead and 

return to the Bar del Sole café in Pachino for lunch.  
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We were just headed back up the road when we encountered a fantastic group of 15 Bee-eaters perched 

up on the wires and sallying out to catch bees. We watched them transfixed as we admired their stunning 

colours in the sunshine. What beautiful birds they are! After ten minutes, our tummies told us it was time 

for lunch so we left them, still on the wires above us. We were just heading off again when we spotted 

three Collared Pratincoles flying over! Again we decanted from the buses, and some were lucky to see 

these strange birds, like a cross between a wader and a tern, flying right over us. By now it was 

DEFINITELY time for lunch so we returned to the Bar del Sole café, where paninis, pizzas and pies 

were gratefully consumed!  

We moved on southwards to the harbour car park at Portopalo where we witnessed a good selection of 

waders on the stream and beach. Kentish, Ringed and Little Ringed Plovers were all on show and we 

compared the differences between them. They were joined by Common Sandpipers and Dunlin. We were 

treated to close views of a Slender-billed Gull on the water right in front of us – an excellent sighting of a 

bird that can be hard to find. We then moved on to the harbour at Portopalo where we did a seawatch 

that produced many Scopoli’s Shearwaters. Yellow-legged Gulls perched up on the boats waiting for a 

meal as the group took advantage of the photo opportunity of the fishing boats along the quayside in the 

glorious weather, and a small Turkish Gecko was basking at the foot of the harbour wall. We each had a 

very tasty cake as our afternoon tea in this beautiful setting. It was then time to return home, with another 

swim for some of the group before enjoying another gorgeous dinner. We didn’t set the moth trap this 

evening as we have an early departure tomorrow. 

 

Day 6 Monday 30th April 

We were up early, ready for a 07:30 departure for Mount Etna, when we discovered that the Pozzo would 

serve us an early breakfast after all! Refreshed, we headed off northwards, encountering a Black Stork and 

several White Storks on the journey. An hour and a half later we stopped for a photo opportunity at the 

foot slopes of Etna. Here we heard Redstarts singing. Further on we stopped to listen for Sicilian Rock 

Partridge without any luck, but we did see a superb summer plumage Black Redstart on the rocks. We 

noted some of the characteristic plants of this nearly-bare lava: the endemic Etna Broom (Genista 

aetnensis), the lichen Stereocaulon vesuvianum, Etna Sorrel (Rumex scutatus subsp. aetnensis) and Red Valerian 

(Centranthus ruber). 

We pressed on to the Rifugio Sapienza, keen to beat the anticipated crowds. Despite quite a few coaches, 

the queue wasn’t too bad and we soon had our tickets for the funivia and boarded our cable cars to 

ascend the mountain. With just a few clouds, the weather was pretty good and we had excellent views 

down to the coast. The snows of a week ago were receding and just remained in the gullies. At the top of 

the funivia we disembarked and then boarded our 4x4 vehicles for the final ascent, along a track cut 

through the banks of snow and ice. Excitement mounted as the snow got thicker and we could see the 

main volcanic cone peering out between the clouds. Then we arrived at the end of the line – the side-

cone that was created in the 2002/3 eruption. The centre of the cone was still fuming with a mixture of 

gases and steam as we gingerly made our circumnavigation of the cone. We scraped away a few inches of 

loose rock to feel the heat from the volcano, if ever a reminder were needed that this is still an active 

volcano! What a fabulous experience, as well as a superb photo opportunity for all.  
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We descended back to the café at the top of the funivia for refreshments before descending back down, 

full of the experience. With the time ticking on, it was time for lunch so we drove a few miles back down 

the mountain and made our picnic. Birds we saw in the area included Cuckoos, the pale Sicilian form of 

Coal Tit, Woodlarks, Buzzards and Blackcaps. Underfoot were Etna Tansy (Tanacetum aetnensis) and the 

Cinquefoil Potentilla calabria, neither yet in flower, and Juniper (Juniperus communis subsp. hemisphaericum) 

covered in a layer of volcanic ash. The tents of the Pine Processionary moth could be seen in the 

Corsican Pine trees (Pinus nigra subsp. laricio), and a Cleopatra butterfly flew past. We carried on a little and 

stopped in an area of trees and scrub where we chanced upon a male Rock Bunting singing away. We 

enjoyed very close views as it came to check us out.  

Then it was time to turn homewards as we had a long drive back. Many took advantage of the time to 

have a snooze before arriving back at the Pozzo di Mazza in time to freshen up before dinner. After an 

amazing day, we enjoyed our last dinner at the Pozzo then retired to our rooms to pack for tomorrow.  

 

Day 7 Tuesday 1st May 

We had a leisurely start today to enable us to complete our packing and to leave the suitcases in a spare 

room at the Pozzo. We then headed south to the extensive marshes of Vendicari. In the car park we were 

greeted by the beautiful purring of Turtle Doves, a summer sound now sadly missing from many places 

back home. As we walked along the track to the sound of Cetti’s Warblers singing, we pinned down one 

of the Turtle Doves in a large tree and everyone saw it through the telescope before he treated us to his 

descending display flight.  

From the first hide Dave was hearing the shrill call of the Penduline Tit but was unable to locate them, 

much to everyone’s disappointment. We saw Cormorants spreading their wings in the sun, alongside 

Black-winged Stilts. A distant Avocet was seen by some, and Little Terns perched up on posts protruding 

out of the water. Common Sandpipers gave their trilling calls as they flew along the edge of the lake. Ken 

then spotted a precarious-looking nest hanging from a tree close to the hide – a Penduline Tit nest! We 

hung around for a while hoping to catch a glimpse of them, but we suspected that this may not be an 

active nest. With glum faces of disappointment, we moved on down the boardwalk; more Turtle Doves 

cheered us as they purred away and showed very close. Dave was still hearing the Penduline Tits and 

frowned as he tried to locate their direction. There they were! Not far from the path, but slightly hidden 

behind reeds, there was another nest hanging from the end of a willow branch – and they were busy 

constructing it!  

A fraught few minutes ensued as everyone tried to find them, and in the end everyone has amazing views 

through the telescope as these birds returned again and again with material for the nest. What special 

birds they are, and to see them so well was a real bonus. Smiles all round, we continued along the 

boardwalk until we reached the sea. With beautiful weather and it being a holiday, the beach was covered 

with people so we saw no birds there. Further on at the next hide we came across a good selection of 

waders. We clocked Grey Plover, Oystercatcher, Avocet, Kentish Plover, Ringed and Little Ringed 

Plover, Curlew, Whimbrel and Black-winged Stilts. As Jessica went back to the buses to prepare lunch, we 

carried on to some muddy pools alongside the lake and enjoyed another good selection of waders. At 

least six Little Stints were in the company of Dunlin and several Common Sandpipers.  
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Eager for our lunch, and replete with the Penduline Tits and all those waders, we went back to the buses 

where Jessica had prepared another feast. We ate under the shade of some convenient orange trees in the 

beautiful sunshine. We then made our way back to the Pozzo di Mazza, where we got changed and 

freshened up for our journey, loaded the cases into the minibuses and set off reluctantly for the airport. 

We again saw the White Storks but otherwise the journey was uneventful and we were in good time for 

our flight home. We said our farewells to David and Jill who were staying on for a few extra days 

sightseeing, and to Jessica who was leading the next tour starting tomorrow. 

What an amazing week we had experienced. Fantastic weather throughout, a stunning selection of birds 

that performed so very well for us all, and a group of lovely people… A group is only as good as the 

people who form it and thanks must go to all the group members who got on so well together, sharing 

knowledge and stories to enhance the overall enjoyment of the trip.  

 

Special thanks must go to Colin for spotting lots of birds, especially the Purple Herons, and to Pat for 

introducing us to the camouflage of the spotty umbrella! Jessica and Dave hope that everyone had an 

enjoyable week, seeing many new species on a beautiful island. We look forward to seeing you all on your 

next Naturetrek trip. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek 

tours can remain in touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans. Setting 

up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

The 2012 Naturetrek Group 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds   (H = heard only) 

     April / May 

 Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

1 Shelduck Tadorna tadorna       

2 Mallard Anus platyrhynchos       

3 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina     2  

4 Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca    5 4   

5 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis     8   

6 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis       

7 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus       

8 Scopoli’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea diomedia  1   15   

9 Yelkouan Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan   30      

10 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis       

11 Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax    8   

12 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis        

13 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides  2      

14 Little Egret Egretta garzetta       

15 Great Egret Casmerodius albus     3   

16 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea     1   

17 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea  1   3   

18 White Stork Ciconia ciconia      2 2 

19 Black Stork Ciconia nigra      1  

20 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus     5   

21 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus       

22 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni    1    

23 Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus  1      

24 Lanner Falco biarmicus feldeggi   2   1  

25 Osprey Pandion haliaetus  1      

26 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus  2   3  2 

27 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo       

28 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus       

29 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus     H  H 

30 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus       

31 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra       

32 Purple Swamp-hen Porphyrio porphyrio    H 1   

33 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus       1 

34 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta       

35 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus       

36 Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus H H H H H H H 

37 Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola     3   

38 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius     2  4 

39 Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula       

40 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus       

41 Dunlin Calidris alpina       

42 Little Stint                  Calidris minuta       6+ 

43 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola  8  1    

44 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos       
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     April / May 

 Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

45 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus  H     

46 Ruff Philomachus pugnax     7   

47 Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei     1   

48 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis       

49 Audouin's Gull Larus audouinii  1      

50 Little Tern Sternula albifrons     3   

51 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis  6  H   

52 Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica     3   

53 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia       

54 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus       

55 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto       

56 European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur  1  1   6 

57 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus      2  

58 Little Owl Athene noctua    H    

59 Eurasian Scops Owl Otus scops H H H H H H H 

60 Common Swift Apus apus       

61 Pallid Swift Apus pallidus    2   15 

62 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba  1      

63 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops     2  1 

64 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis  1   H   

65 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster  50 20 2 11  10 

66 Great-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major      1  

67 Wryneck Jynx torquilla    1    

68 Skylark Alauda arvensis    1    

69 Crested Lark Galerida cristata       

70 Woodlark Lullula arborea   2   4  

71 Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra    10    

72 Common Sand Martin Riparia riparia  1  10 2   

73 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica       

74 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum        

75 Richard’s Pipit Anthus richardi    1    

76 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis  1      

77 White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba       

78 Blue-headed Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava sp.  5      

79 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 1     1  

80 European Robin Erithacus rubecula      1  

81 Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos   H     

82 Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus    1 1  1  

83 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros      1  

84 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe   1  1 1  

85 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra  6 1 8    

86 Common Stonechat Saxicola torquatus       

87 Common Blackbird Turdus merula       

88 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius   1     

89 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   1   2  

90 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis   H  2   

91 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala       
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92 Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata   1    

93 Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans    1    

94 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis       

95 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti       

96 European Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus  1  5 2  10 

97 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus     2  1 

98 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus   1 1 4   

99 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix    1    

100 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita      3  

101 Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes  H H   H H 

102 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata  1 1 1 2 2 1 

103 Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca   2 11 1 1  

104 Great Tit Parus major       

105 Coal Tit Periparus ater      2+  

106 European Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus   6  1 1  

107 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator  1  2 1   

108 Common Magpie Pica pica       

109 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius       

110 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix        

111 Common Raven Corvus corax   1     

112 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor       

113 Italian Sparrow Passer italiae       

114 Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis  1      

115 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus       

116 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   H   2  

117 Common Linnet Carduelis cannabina       

118 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis       

119 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris   H 1    

120 European Serin Serinus serinus       

121 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus   3     

122 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra  1 4  6   

123 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia      1  

Mammals          

1 Bottle-nosed Dolphin Tursiops truncatus        

2 Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata        

3 Stoat Mustela erminea        

4 Serotine Bat Eptesicus serotinus         

Amphibians & Reptiles          

1 Edible Frog Rana esculenta        

2 Green Lizard Lacerta viridis        

3 Italian Wall Lizard Podarcis sicula       

4 Sicilian Wall Lizard Podarcis wagleriana        

5 Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica        

6 Turkish Gecko Hemidactylus turcicus        

7 Snake sp.          
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Fish          

1 Ocean Sunfish Mola mola        

Butterflies          

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon       

2 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius        

   Pieridae        

3 Large White Pieris brassicae       

4 Small White Artogeia rapae       

5 Eastern Dappled White Euchloe ausonia       

6 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea       

7 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra       

   Lycaenidae        

8 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas       

9 Little Blue Cupido minimus       

10 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus       

   Nymphalidae        

11 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta        

12 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui       

13 Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia        

14 Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja        

   Satyrinae        

15 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina        

16 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera        

17 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus       

18 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria       

   Hesperiidae        

19 Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris        

Macro Moths          

1 Pine Processionary Moth Thaumetopoea pityocampa        

2 Scarce Footman Eilema complana        

3 Brassy Waved Umber Menophra japygiaria        

4 Wave sp.  Cabera sp.         

5 Cypress Carpet Thera cupressata        

6 Gem Orthonama obstipata        

7 Garden Dart Euxoa nigricans        

8 Large Yellow Underwing Noctua pronuba        

9 Lunar Yellow Underwing Noctua orbona        

10 Anomalous Stilbia anomala        

11 Bordered Straw Heliothis peltigera        

12 Scarce Bordered Straw Helicoverpa armigera         

13 Delicate Mythimna vitellina        

14 White-speck Mythimna unipuncta         

15 Small Mottled Willow Spodoptera exigua        
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16 The Flame  Axylia putris        

17 Six-spot Burnet Zygaena filipendulae        

18 Cinnabar Tyria jacobaeae        

19 Flame Shoulder Ochropleura plecta        

20 Nine-spotted Amata phegea        

21 Cistus Forester Adscita geryon        

22 Tawny Shears Hadena perplexa        

23 Bright line Brown Eye Lacanobia oleracea       

24 Common Quaker Orthosia cerasi        

Micro Moths          

25 Rush Veneer Nomophila noctuella         

26 Diamond-backed Moth Plutella xylostella        

27 Grass Moth Crambinae sp.         

28 Large Fruit Tree Tortrix Archips podana        

29 Plume Moth sp. Pterophorinae sp.        

30 Bird dropping Tortrix Tortricidae sp.         

31 Rusty Dot Pearl Udea ferrugalis        

Other Invertebrates          

1 Carpenter Bee Xylocopa violacea        

2 Seven Spot Ladybird Coccinella 7-punctata        

3 Six Spot Ladybird Epilachna chrysomelina        

4 Stick Insect  Phasmida spp.        

5 Egyptian Grasshopper Anacridium aegyptium        

6 Yellow-tailed Bumblebee Bombus sp.         

7 Millipede Diplopoda sp.        

8 Leech Hirudinea sp.        

9 Emperor Dragonfly Anax imperator        

10 Hairy Dragonfly Brachytron pratense        

11 Ruddy Darter Sympetrum sanguineum        

 Plants 

Scientific name Common name Location 

      

  LOWER PLANTS   

Lichens     

Stereocaulon vesuvianum Mount Vesuvius Lichen Lava flows, Mt Etna 

      

PTERIDOPHYTES FERNS & ALLIES   

      

Adiantaceae Maidenhair Fern Family   

Adiantum capillus-veneris Maidenhair Fern Archaeological Park, Siracusa, round the 
waterfall 

Anogramma leptophylla Jersey Fern Lower slopes of Etna 

      

Aspleniaceae Spleenwort Family   

Asplenium adiantum-nigrum Black Spleenwort Lower slopes of Etna 
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Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair Spleenwort Archaeological Park, Siracusa 

Ceterach officinarum Rustyback Archaeological Park, Siracusa 

      

Dennstaedtiaceae Bracken family   

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken Lower slopes of Etna 

      

Polypodiaceae Polypody Family   

Polypodium cambricum Southern Polypody On way to Cavagrande 

      

PINOPSIDA 
(GYMNOSPERMS) 

CONIFERS   

      

Cupressaceae Juniper Family   

Juniperus communis subsp. 
hemisphericum 

Juniper Slopes of Etna 

Juniperus oxycedrus Prickly Juniper Vendicari 

      

Pinaceae Pine Family   

Pinus halepensis Aleppo Pine Widespread 

Pinus pinea Umbrella Pine Scattered 

Pinus nigra ssp. laricio Corsican Pine Upper slopes of Etna 

      

MAGNOLIOPSIDA 
(ANGIOSPERMS) 

FLOWERING PLANTS   

      

Magnoliidae (Dicotyledons)   

      

Acanthaceae Bear’s-breech Family   

Acanthus mollis Bear’s-breech Widespread 

      

Aizoaceae Mesembryanthemum 
Family 

  

Carpobrotus acinaciformis  Red Hottentot Fig  Saline di Siracusa 

      

Anacardiaceae Sumach Family   

Pistacia lentiscus  Mastic Tree Widespread and common shrub 

Pistachia terebinthus  Terebinth  Scattered tree 

      

Apiaceae Carrot Family   

Crithmum maritimum  Rock Samphire Vendicari 

Daucus carota  Wild Carrot Scattered 

Eryngium maritimum  Sea Holly Vendicari 

Ferula communis subsp. 
communis 

Giant Fennel Widespread 

Ferulago nodosa  Ferulago Cavagrande; yellow umbellifer with swollen 
nodes 

Foeniculum vulgare  Common Fennel Scattered 

Kundmannia sicula Kundmannia Saline si Siracusa; yellow umbellifer 

Scandix pecten-veneris Shepherd’s Needles Scattered 

Seseli tortuosum    Vendicari 

Smyrnium olusatrum  Alexanders Etna 

Smyrnium perfoliatum Perfoliate Alexanders Cavagrande road 

Thapsia garganica Thapsia Widespread - looks like Giant Fennel but not 
aromatic 
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Apocynaceae Periwinkle Family   

Nerium oleander Oleander Widespread on roadsides 

Vinca major  Greater Periwinkle  Nr Pozzo 

      

Araliaceae Ivy Family   

Hedera helix  Ivy Scattered 

      

Asteraceae Daisy Family   

Anthemis chia   Widespread - the common daisy-like plant 

Bellis annua Annual Daisy Cavagrande - a tiny daisy 

Bellis perennis   Widespread  

Calendula arvensis Field Marigold Inland - a smaller version of below 

Calendula officinalis Pot Marigold Inland - the garden plant 

Carlina corymbosa Flat-topped Carline Thistle Dead flower heads scattered 

Centaurea calcitrapa Red Star Thistle In bud, Capo Murro di Porco 

Centaurea napifolia Winged Knapweed Bar Pepe lunchspot 

Centaurea solstitialis Yellow-star Thistle  Scattered 

Cichorium spinosum Spiny Chicory Capo Murro di Porco. Only on SE coasts of 
Sicily, and Spain 

Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard Locally common (yellow Dandelion-like 
flowers) 

Crepis species Unidentified Hawksbeards Scattered 

Crupina crupinastrum Crupina Capo Murro di Porco - like a delicate Hardhead 

Dittrichia viscosa Stink Aster Widespread (and smelly!) 

Evax pygmaea Evax Cavagrande, by the final viewpoint (tiny grey 
plant) 

Galactities tomentosa Galactites Widespread and abundant - the pale thistle 

Glebionis coronarium Crown Daisy Widespread and abundant - the large golden 
daisy 

Glebionis segetum Corn Marigold Cavagrande road 

Helichrysum italicum An Everlasting Cavagrande 

Hyoseris radiata Hyoseris Scattered - another dandelion-like plant 

Inula crithmoides  Golden Samphire  Vendicari 

Notobasis syriaca Syrian Thistle Scattered 

Pallenis spinosa Pallenis Scattered - a pale yellow Composite with spiny 
bracts 

Scolymus grandiflorus A Spanish Oyster Plant Widespread - the impressive yellow-flowered 
thistle 

Scolymus hispanicus Spanish Oyster Plant Scattered - similar to above, but no hairs on 
bracts 

Scorzonera deliciosa A Viper's-grass Cavagrande (Pink 'dandelion' with thin leaves; 
sweet root) 

Senecio aethnensis A Ragwort Mid slopes of Etna, not in flower; endemic 

Senecio squalidus A Ragwort Lower slopes of Etna 

Senecio vulgaris Groundsel Widespread 

Silybum marianum  Milk Thistle  Widespread and abundant - the commonest 
large thistle 

Sonchus oleraceus Sow Thistle Widespread 

Tanacetum siculum Etna Tansy Slopes of Mt Etna 

Tragopogon porrifolius Goat's-beard Scattered - the large 'dandelion clocks' (purple 
flower) 

Urospermum dalechampii Urospermum Scattered - the pale yellow 'dandelion' with a 
black centre 

      

Berberidaceae Barberry Family   

Berberis aetnensis Etna Barberry Slopes of Mt Etna 
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Betulaceae Birch Family   

Betula aetnensis Etna Birch Slopes of Mt Etna, endemic 

      

Boraginaceae Borage Family   

Alkanna tinctoria Dyer's Bugloss Cavagrande, near the orchids 

Anchusa hybrida An Anchusa First stop to look at Etna 

Borago officinalis Borage Widespread 

Cerinthe majus Honeywort Scattered eg Saline di Siracusa 

Cynoglossum creticum Cretan Hound's-tongue Occasional 

Echium italicum Pale Bugloss Scattered eg Saline di Siracusa - like tiny 
Christmas tree 

Echium parviflorum Small-flowered Viper's 
Bugloss 

Scattered 

Echium plantagineum Purple Viper’s-bugloss Widespread 

      

Brassicaceae Cabbage Family   

Biscutella didyma Biscutella Fruit like two shields; widespread 

Biscutella lyrata   V similar to above; widespread 

Cakile maritima Sea Rocket Coastal eg Vendicari 

Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd’s-purse Scattered 

Erysimum bonannianum A Treacle-mustard Slopes of Mt Etna, endemic 

Isatis tinctoria subsp. 
canescens 

Woad Roadsides, esp round Etna 

Lobularia maritima Sweet Alyssum Scattered eg Saline di Siracusa (garden plant 
in UK) 

Matthiola sinuata Sea Stock Coastal eg Vendicari 

Matthiola tricuspidata Three-horned Stock Widespread on coast 

Raphanus raphanistrum  Wild radish Scattered 

Sinapis arvensis  Charlock Widespread 

Sisymbrium officinale  Hedge Mustard Roadsides 

      

Cactaceae Cactus Family   

Opuntia ficus-indica  Prickly Pear  Widespread 

      

   

Caprifoliaceae Honeysuckle Family   

Lonicera etrusca Etruscan Honeysuckle Cavagrande, not yet in flower 

      

Caryophyllaceae Pink Family   

Scleranthus aetnensis a Knawel Upper slopes of Etna - a tiny plant, endemic 

Silene bellidifolia A Catchfly Vendicari; very hairy calices 

Silene colorata A Catchfly Widespread and common; bright pink 

Silene gallica Small-flowered Catchfly Capo Murro di Porco 

Silene latifolia White Campion Lower slopes of Mt Etna 

Stellaria media Common Chickweed Scattered 

      

Chenopodiaceae Goosefoot Family   

Arthrocnemum macrostachya  Perennial Glasswort  Vendicari 

Atriplex patula  Common Orache  Coastal habitats  

Beta vulgaris  Sea Beet  Vendicari 

Halimione portulacoides  Sea Purslane  Coastal habitats eg Capo Murro di Porco 
lighthouse 

Suaeda vera  Shrubby Seablite  Coastal habitats eg Capo Murro di Porco 
lighthouse 
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Salicornia europaea  Glasswort  Vendicari 

      

Cistaceae Rockrose Family   

Cistus creticus Cretan Cistus Cavagrande - pink flowers 

Cistus salvifolius Sage-leaved Cistus Road to Cavagrande - white flowers 

      

Convolvulaceae Bindweed Family   

Calystegia silvatica  Great Bindweed  Southern lakes 

Convolvulus althaeoides Mallow-leaved Bindweed Widespread - the bright pink bindweed 

Convolvulus elegantissimus - Scattered; more delicate than above 

Cuscuta epithymum Common Dodder Cavagrande (?) 

      

Crassulaceae Stonecrop Family   

Sedum aetnense Etna Stonecrop Slopes of Mt Etna, not in flower; endemic 

Sedum caeruleum Blue stonecrop Roadsides 

Sedum rubens Reddish Stonecrop Capo Murro di Porco 

Umbilicus rupestris Wall Pennywort Cavagrande, Etna 

      

Cucurbitaceae     

Ecballium elaterium  Squirting Cucumber  Pantano Longarini 

      

Dipsacaceae Teasel Family   

Dipsacus fullonum Teasel Scattered - old seedheads and young leaves 

Knautia integrifolia A Scabious Scattered  

      

Ericaceae Heather Family   

Erica multiflora A Heather Cavagrande - likes alkaline soil 

      

Euphorbiaceae Spurge Family   

Euphorbia ceratocarpa  A Spurge This is the common medium sized spurge in 
dry places 

Euphorbia characias subsp. 
characias 

Large Mediterranean Spurge Common 

Euphorbia dendroides Tree Spurge Common  

Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge Common - a very small spurge 

Euphorbia paralias  Sea Spurge  Vendicari 

Euphorbia pinea A Spurge Capo Murro di Porco 

Ricinus communis Castor Oil Plant Southern lakes 

      

Fabaceae Pea Family   

Acacia cyanophylla  A Wattle Vendicari, going over 

Anthyllis tetraphylla Bladder Vetch Saline di Vendicari 

Anthyllis vulneraria ssp 
prarpropera 

Kidney Vetch (pink) Scattered 

Astragalus siculus Etna Milk-vetch Dense cushions on lava flows, Mt Etna; 
endemic 

Bitumaria bituminosa Pitch Trefoil Capo Murro di Porco 

Calicotome spinosa  Thorny Broom Widespread eg Capo Murro di Porco 

Cytisus villosus Hairy Broom Lower slopes of Mt Etna 

Dorycnium rectum A Dorycnium Vendicari, walkway to sea, like a giant clover 

Genista aetnensis Etna Broom Dominant on upper slopes of Mt Etna, not in 
flower, endemic 

Hedysarum coronarium Italian Sainfoin Roadsides and fields near Catania; bright 
magenta 
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Lathyrus cicera - Road to Cavagrande; red 

Lathyrus clymenum - Widespread eg Saline di Siracusa, pink and 
purple pea 

Lotus cytisoides A Birdsfoot Trefoil  Coastal - rather succulent leaves 

Lotus edulis Edible Lotus Saline di Siracusa 

Medicago lupulina Black Medick Round Pozzo 

Melilotus indicus Small Melilot Scattered 

Robinia pseudoacacia False Acacia Roadsides towards Etna 

Spartium junceum Spanish Broom Roadsides 

Tetragonolobus purpureus Asparagus Pea Southern lakes; dark velvety red with 2 orange 
spots on keel 

Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil Scattered 

Trifolium repens White Clover Widespread 

Trifolium resupinatum Reversed Clover Capo Murro di Porco 

Trifolium stellatum Starry Clover Widespread and common 

Vicia hybrida Hairy Yellow Vetchling  Saline di Siracusa 

Vicia sativa subsp. sativa Fodder Vetch Scattered 

Vicia villosa subsp. ambigua Fodder Vetch (pale) Lower slopes of Etna 

      

Fagaceae Beech Family   

Castanea sativa Sweet Chestnut Slopes of Mt Etna 

Fagus sylvatica Beech Slopes of Mt Etna 

Quercus ilex Holly Oak Scattered 

Quercus pubescens Downy Oak Scattered eg round Cavagrande 

      

Frankeniaceae     

Frankenia laevis  Sea Heath Capo Murro di Porco 

      

Fumariaceae Fumitory Family   

Fumaria capreolata White Ramping Fumitory Widespread 

Fumaria officinalis  Common Fumitory  Saline di Siracusa 

      

Gentianaceae Gentian Family   

Blackstonia perfoliata  Yellow-wort Capo Murro di Porco and Vendicari 

Centaurium erythraea  Common Centaury Capo Murro di Porco and Vendicari (tiny pink 
flowers) 

Centaurium pulchellum Lesser Centaury Capo Murro di Porco (as above but no basal 
rosette) 

      

Geraniaceae Geranium Family   

Erodium cicutarium Common Stork’s-bill Scattered especially round Etna 

Erodium malacoides Mallow-leaved Stork’s-bill Widespread and common 

Geranium lucidum Shining Crane's-bill Widespread and common 

Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane’s-bill Scattered  

      

Juglandaceae Walnut Family   

Juglans regia  Walnut Scattered 

      

Lamiaceae Dead-nettle Family   

Ajuga chamaepitys Ground-pine Cavagrande, by the final viewpoint (small, 
yellow flowers) 

Mentha pulegium Pennyroyal Scattered 

Prasium majus Prasium Widespread - white flowers 

Salvia officinalis Wild Sage Cavagrande 



Tour Report Spring Birding in Sicily 

 

 

20  © Naturetrek     August 12 
 

Scientific name Common name Location 

      

Satureja hortensis  Summer Savory  Cavagrande 

Sideritis romana - Capo Murro di Porco and Vendicari 

Thymus capitatus A Thyme Cavagrande 

      

Linaceae Flax Family   

Linum bienne Biennial Flax Pantano Longarini 

Linum strictum subsp. 
strictum 

A yellow flax  Capo Murro di Porco - tiny clustered flowers 

Linum trigynum A yellow Flax Capo Murro di Porco - small solitary flowers 

      

Loranthaceae Mistletoe Family   

Loranthus europaeus  Mistletoe  On a few trees on the lower slopes of Etna 

      

Lythraceae Loosestrife Family   

Lythrum junceum A Loosestrife Flooded meadow off main road to Siracusa 

      

Malvaceae Mallow Family   

Lavatera cretica  Small Tree Mallow Capo Murro di Porco 

Malva cretica  A Mallow Capo Murro di Porco 

Malva neglecta  Dwarf Mallow Capo Murro di Porco 

Malva sylvestris  Common Mallow Widespread 

      

Moraceae Mulberry Family   

Ficus carica Fig Common 

      

Myrtaceae     

Eucalyptus camuldulensis  Red River Gum Widely planted, as at Vendicari 

      

Nyctaginaceae Bougainvillea Family   

Bougainvillea glabra  Bougainvillea  Saline di Siracusa and roadsides 

      

Oleaceae Olive Family   

Olea europaea Olive Widely cultivated; occasionally wild 

      

Orobanchaceae Broomrape Family   

Orobanche crenata A Broomrape Lemon Groves, nr Pozzo 

Orobanche minor Common Broomrape Saline di Siracusa 

Orobanche rapum-genistae Greater Broomrape Old stems, on Etna Broom, slopes of Mt Etna 

      

Oxalidaceae Wood-sorrel Family   

Oxalis corniculata Procumbent Yellow Sorrel Archaeological Park, Siracusa 

Oxalis pres-caprae Bermuda Buttercup Widespread and common 

      

Papaveraceae Poppy Family   

Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy Scattered 

      

Plantaginaceae Plantain Family   

Plantago coronopus  Buck’s-horn Plantain  Coastal 

Plantago crassifolia  A Plantain with linear fleshy 
lvs 

Vendicari 

Plantago lagopus Hare's-foot Plantain Widespread 

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain Scattered 

Plantago serraria A Plantain with toothed leaves Locally common 
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Plumbaginaceae Thrift Family   

Limonium sinuatum Winged Sea-lavender Capo Murro di Porco (purple and white 
everlasting flower) 

      

Polygonaceae Dock Family   

Rumex bucephaliflorus Horned Dock Widespread 

Rumex scutatus forma 
aetnensis 

Etna Sorrel Lava flows of Mt Etna, endemic 

      

Primulaceae Primrose Family   

Anagallis arvensis (Blue) Scarlet Pimpernel, blue form Widespread and common 

Anagallis arvensis (Red) Scarlet Pimpernel Scattered 

Anagallis foemina Blue Pimpernel Capo Murro di Porco - more delicate blue 
flowers than above 

      

Ranunculaceae Buttercup Family   

Clematis vitalba Traveller's Joy Scattered round Cavagrande area 

Nigella damascena Love-in-a-mist Capo Murro di Porco and elsewhere 

Ranunculus millefoliatus Million-leaved Buttercup Scattered round Cavagrande area (finely 
divided leaves) 

Ranunculus scleratus Celery-leaved Buttercup Flooded meadow off main road to Siracusa 

Ranunculus cf trichophyllus Thread-leaved Water-
crowfoot 

Flooded meadow off main road to Siracusa 

Ranunculus cf velutinus a Buttercup Flooded meadow off main road to Siracusa 

      

Resedaceae Mignonette Family   

Reseda alba White Mignonette Roadsides towards Etna 

      

Rhamnaceae Buckthorn Family   

Rhamnus alaternus Mediterranean Buckthorn Widespread especially round Cavagrande 

      

Rosaceae Rose Family   

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn Scattered round Cavagrande area 

Eriobotrya japonica  Loquat Cultivated 

Potentilla calabra A Cinquefoil Lunch spot on Etna 

Prunus avium Wild Cherry Scattered on slopes of Mt Etna, also cultivated 

Prunus dulcis Almond Cultivated 

Pyrus amygdaliformis Almond-leaved Pear Scattered round Cavagrande area 

Rosa canina agg Dog Rose Scattered round Cavagrande area 

Rubus fruticosus agg Bramble Scattered 

Sarcopoterium spinosum  Thorny Burnet  Scattered eg Capo Murro di Porco and Gorge 

      

Rubiaceae Bedstraw Family   

Galium aparine Cleavers Scattered 

Galium mollugo agg Hedge Bedstraw Near Cavagrande 

Rubia peregrina Madder Near Cavagrande 

Sherardia arvensis Sherardia Cavagrande 

      

Rutaceae Rue Family   

Citrus limon  Lemon Round Pozzo (cultivated) 

Citrus sinensis Orange Round Pozzo (cultivated) 

      

Salicaceae Willow Family   

Populus nigra Black Poplar Vendicari 
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Salix species  Willows (not identified) Vendicari 

      

Santalaceae Sandalwood Family   

Osyris alba Osyris Scattered eg Pantano Cuba 

      

Scrophulariaceae Figwort Family   

Antirrhinum siculus Sicilian Snapdragon Widespread; while and yellow flowers 

Bellardia trixago Bellardia Widespread; yellow form at Saline di Siracusa 

Parentucellia viscosa Yellow Bartsia Widespread 

Verbascum sinuatum A Mullein Road towards gorge 

Veronica cymbalaria White Speedwell Archaeological Park, Siracusa 

      

Tamaricaceae Tamarisk Family   

Tamarix africana  Tamarisk Scattered (other species may also have been 
seen) 

      

Urticaceae Nettle Family   

Parietaria diffusa Pellitory of the Wall Widespread 

Parietaria officinalis Common Pellitory  Scattered 

Urtica dioica Nettle Scattered 

Urtica membranacea  Membranous Nettle Archaeological Park, Siracusa 

      

Thymelaeaceae Daphne Family   

Daphne laureola Spurge Laurel Slopes of Mt Etna 

      

Valerianaceae Valerian Family   

Centranthus ruber Red Valerian Lava flows and slopes of Mt Etna 

Fedia cornucopiae Fedia Scattered, especially inland 

Valerianella cf discoidea A Cornsalad Cavagrande (in fruit) 

      

Verbenaceae Verbena Family   

Phyla nodiflora Frog Fruit Weed in the Pozzo lawns with heads of tiny 
mauve-white flowers 

Verbena officinalis Vervain Archaeological Park, Siracusa 

      

Violaceae Violet Family   

Viola aethnensis Etna Violet Clump seen from Funivia, on Etna; endemic 

      

Liliidae (Monocotyledons)   

      

Agavaceae Agave family   

Agave americana Agave or Century Plant Scattered 

      

Alismaceae     

Alisma plantago-aquatica Water Plantain Flooded meadow off main road to Siracusa 

      

Araceae Lords and Ladies Family   

Arum italicum  Large Cuckoo Pint Saline di Priolo 

      

Cyperaceae Sedge Family   

Carex otrubae  False Fox Sedge Saline di Priolo 
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Dioscoreaceae Black Bryony Family   

Tamus communis Black Bryony Saline di Priolo 

      

Iridaceae Iris Family   

Gladiolus byzantinus Byzantine Gladiolus Among the Chamaerops Palms, Capo Murro di 
Porco 

Gladiolus italicus Italian Gladiolus Cavagrande 

Moraea sisyrhinchium Barbary Nut Widespread: Pale blue Iris which opens in the 
afternoon 

      

Juncaceae Rush Family   

Juncus acutus  Sharp Rush  Southern lakes 

Juncus articulatus  Jointed Rush  Southern lakes 

Juncus maritimus  Sea Rush  Vendicari 

      

Liliaceae Lily Family   

Allium roseum Rosy Garlic Scattered 

Allium subhirsutum A Leek Common inland, towards Cavagrande 

Asparagus acutifolius Prickly Asparagus Scattered 

Asphodeline lutea Yellow Asphodel Lower slopes of Mt Etna 

Asphodelus aestivus Common Asphodel Generally over, still in flower round Etna 

Asphodelus fistulosus  Small Asphodel  Saline di Siracusa 

Muscari comosum Tassel Hyacinth Cavagrande 

Ornithogalum angustifolium Common Star of Bethlehem Cavagrande 

Ornithogalum narbonense A spiked Star of Bethlehem Capo Murro di Porco and Saline di Siracusa 

Pancratium maritimum Sea Daffodil Vendicari (leaves only) 

Smilax aspera Smilax Cavagrande 

Urginea maritina Sea Squill Cavagrande (v large leaves, not in flower) 

      

Orchidaceae Orchid Family   

Dactylorhiza sambucina Elder-flowered Orchid Lower slopes of Mt Etna, lemon. magenta and 
intermediates 

Ophrys biancae Bianca's Orchid Cavagrande; endemic to Sicily 

Ophrys ciliata Mirror Orchid Cavagrande 

Ophrys lutea  Yellow Bee Orchid Cavagrande 

Ophrys oxyrhynchos  - Cavagrande; endemic to Sicily and S Italy 

Ophrys sicula - Cavagrande (smaller yellow bee orchid with 
'bunny ears') 

Orchis papilionacea 
var.grandiflora 

Pink Butterfly Orchis Cavagrande 

Serapias orientalis var 
siciliensis 

A Tongue Orchid Cavagrande; endemic to Sicily 

Serapias parviflora Small-flowered Tongue 
Orchid 

Cavagrande 

Serapias vomeracea Plough-share Tongue Orchid Cavagrande 

      

Palmae Palm Family   

Chamaerops humilis  Dwarf Fan Palm  Capo Murro di Porco 

Phoenix dactylifera  Date Palm Widely planted 

      

Poaceae Grass Family   

Aegilops geniculata Aegilops Capo Murro di Porco 

Ampelodesma mauritanica -  Widespread; tall majestic grass 

Anthoxanthum odorata Sweet Vernal Grass Cavagrande 

Arundo donax Giant Reed Widespread in wetlands 
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Avena sterilis  Winter Wild-oat  Widespread 

Briza maxima Great Quaking-grass Scattered eg Capo Murro di Porco 

Bromus diandrus  Great Brome  Widespread 

Bromus rigidus  Stiff Brome  Scattered 

Cynodon dactylon  Bermuda Grass  Vendicari 

Cynosurus echinatus  Rough Dog’s-tail  Scattered 

Dactylis glomerata  Cock’s-foot  Widespread 

Hordeum murinum Wall Barley Scattered 

Lagurus ovatus Hare's-tail Grass Common, v soft head 

Phragmites australis  Common Reed  Widespread in wetlands 

Poa annua  Annual Meadow-grass  Widespread 

Poa bulbosa vivipara Bulbous Meadow-grass Slopes of Mt Etna (viviparous form) 

      

Posidoniaceae     

Posidonia oceanica  Posidonia Balls formed from leaf debris abundant on 
beaches 
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