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Tour participants: Dave Nevitt & Luca Boscain (leaders) with 15 Naturetrek clients  

Day 1 Monday 18th September 

The trip started with a civilised flight time from Gatwick, arriving at Catania on time in the late afternoon. On 

the flight, some were fortunate in having good views of Vesuvius then Mount Etna as the flight descended. We 

met up with Luca at Catania airport, picked up our minibuses and were soon on our way to our accommodation. 

 

After the hour’s journey we arrived at the Case del Feudo. As we drove in, we disturbed a Hoopoe from the 

farm track – a good omen for the week ahead hopefully! We were welcomed by Yeasin who settled us in to our 

wonderful rooms. After freshening up, we met for a short meeting with aperitifs in the courtyard. A Scops Owl 

started serenading us from nearby, then we took our first dinner of the fabulous local cuisine accompanied by 

the superb wines which are made on the premises. What a welcome! 

 

We retired, tired but replete. 

Day 2 Tuesday 19th September 

We started as we meant to continue, with a good turn-out for the pre-breakfast walk around the fields of the 

organic farm. A beautiful Bee-eater was a definite highlight, at least two Honey Buzzards flew over and resident 

birds chipped in with Sardinian Warbler, Tree Sparrows and Zitting Cisticola. The moth trap provided many 

exciting finds, with the highlights being a Spurge Hawk-moth, Sorcerer and Porter’s Rustic. 

 

After a lovely continental breakfast, we headed towards this morning’s destination of the Cava Grande gorge. No 

sooner had we left the property than we had a Wryneck flying across the road, sadly not stopping to be admired. 

We went south towards Avola, then took the wiggly road west, climbing steadily until we came to the viewpoint 

with an amazing view down to the coast. It was remarkably windless as we scanned the surrounding hillsides. We 

soon spotted a pod of Marsh Harriers using the ridges to gain height for their migration; we totalled seven birds 

in all, accompanied by Common and Honey Buzzard. Swallowtail butterfly was the first of the trip and, as we 

scrutinised a flock of House Martins and Swallows, we found amongst them Sand Martins, a Pallid Swift and a 

fine group of Alpine Swifts – a new bird for many in the group. We heard a Blue Rock Thrush singing but we 

couldn’t locate him.  

 

A stop further on at an area of limestone fields revealed two Stonechats, a Cirl Bunting and a very elusive Pied 

Flycatcher. Italian Wall Lizards were on the walls and butterflies came up trumps with Nettle-tree Butterfly and 

Long-tailed Blue on the brambles.  

 

We moved further on to the gorge itself; arriving at the Cava Grande car park, we were presented with the most 

spectacular view down hundreds of metres into the canyon. We checked out the gorge to see if there was 

anything to see. We looked for Blue Rock Thrush but without any luck. A pair of Raven cruised along the edge 

of the gorge and a Peregrine drifted by.  

 

Taking the path along the gorge, we soon stopped to admire two Short-toed Treecreepers and a Spotted 

Flycatcher in the pines. Several Ocellated Skinks didn’t hang around for long!  
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Moving on to the platform of an old house overlooking the gorge, we again tried to find Blue Rock Thrush. 

Linnets flicked around below us on the rocks and many House Martins were whizzing around the cliff faces. 

Eventually, we were rewarded with a Blue Rock Thrush that sat there to be admired in the scopes.  

 

A little further on, we started looking in the scrub for the speciality of the area – Spectacled Warbler. Today was 

sadly not to be the day for them, but a second Peregrine flew over and several Hobbies cruised around. 

Butterflies were well represented with both Mallow and Pigmy Skippers, Great Banded and Tree Graylings and 

another Grayling species which caused much debate. Sicilian Wall Lizard was also a new species for the group. 

Returning to the buses, we prepared our lunch on the tables of the café, nicely in the shade. Fed and watered, we 

boarded the buses for our descent.  

 

For the afternoon, we sampled our first study of the history and culture of the area at the Siracusa Archaeological 

site, with the amazing Greek and Roman Amphitheatre remains there. We got our tickets then drove round to 

the leafy car park. We spent several hours soaking up the atmosphere of the impressive ruins. We added Robin 

and Wren to our list as well as Marsh Harrier overhead, and a Blue Rock Thrush sat atop a rock pinnacle – ironic 

after we had searched for them for so long at the gorge! We were able to compare Spotless Starling with its 

cousin the Eurasian Starling, and Lang’s Short-tailed Blue butterfly was at the Roman site. Back at the car park, 

someone commented that they had never seen a Cetti’s Warbler. By chance one called in the hedge by the buses; 

the challenge was set and we soon “pished” it out into the open for all to get a splendid view. 

 

We boarded up and returned home, arriving at the Case in good time to relax before checklists. As we did the 

checklists in the courtyard, there was a valiant attempt to secure various ducks of dubious origin and/or 

parentage onto the list but these efforts were thwarted in the interest of science.  

To the sound of the Scops Owls, we retired. 

Day 3 Wednesday 20th September 

The pre-breakfast walk produced a Subalpine Warbler, Blackcap, a Turtle Dove and a Cetti’s Warbler which was 

seen by the group. 

 

On return to the Case there were four Humming-bird Hawk-moths on the flowers and the moth trap delivered 

Gold Triangle, Famulus, Oak Eggar, The Amah, Devonshire Wainscot and Gregson’s Dart. 

 

After breakfast, we headed south to the extensive marshes of Vendicari, stopping at Avola on the way to buy our 

picnic.  

 

We parked up and walked along the track to the sound of Cetti’s Warblers singing; several lucky people spotted 

Ocellated Skinks before they scuttled away into the walls. A highlight for many were several Violet Dropwing 

dragonflies perched on the vegetation and many took advantage of the photo opportunity. We were soon at the 

first hides, but they were being renovated, so we pressed on to scan the salinas. Here there was still water and 

there were waders out on the mud. We soon found plenty of Little Stints, Redshanks, Greenshanks, summer-

plumage Grey Plover and Kentish Plovers. Flamingos were resting in the distance, along with Yellow-legged 

Gulls, a group of Spoonbills and some delightful Slender-billed Gulls. Dunlins showed just how small the Little 
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Stints were as they fed alongside each other. A couple of Little Ringed Plovers showed very close and a group of 

three Ruff dropped in.  

 

We moved on towards the beach which was covered in curious spherical mats of strange organic matter. These 

are the egagropili, fibrous bundles of foliage from the underwater Neptune Grass (Posidonia oceanica) that are 

specific to Mediterranean shores.   

 

On the way to the next hide we tried “pishing” for Bluethroats but they were staying low today, if there were any 

there. Sardinian Warblers, Zitting Cisticolas and a Reed Warbler did pop out of the vegetation to have a look at 

us though! 

 

At the next hide, we peered through the slats only to discover that there was almost no water left in the lake. The 

intense drought of the past three months had certainly had a major impact here. We added Shelduck to our list 

then turned back towards the buses. On the way we saw a lovely Eastern Bath White on a bush, and overhead, 

we spotted a Booted Eagle and a Marsh Harrier. Oystercatcher and 10 Alpine Swifts were also added on the way 

back. 

 

It was time for lunch so we adjourned to the convenient café for our delicious lunch of local speciality foods -  a 

variety of toppings on local bruschetta breads. 

 

Rested and fed, we then packed up and headed back north towards Siracusa.  

 

This afternoon we had another memorable cultural experience. We crossed the bridge onto the island of Ortigia 

and parked up. We then had a wonderful few hours exploring the fascinating treasures of the old town, cute 

shops, gelateria and cafés. The warm, late afternoon temperature was perfect for our explorations, appreciating 

the wonderful culture and ambience of this jewel of a setting. 

Day 4 Thursday 21st September 

We were up and breakfasting early today for our departure to Mount Etna. We had chosen today for our visit 

there as the weather forecast predicted it as being the least windy day. We headed off northwards, encountering 

the usual White Stork nests on the way as well as sightings of Cattle Egrets. As we drove north, we could see that 

Etna was clear and we hoped that it would remain so. Approaching the foot slopes, we stopped for a photo 

opportunity. A lone Cirl Bunting was singing in the distance. As we got to the Rifugio Sapienza, Luca took care 

of the group whilst Dave went to get in the queue for the tickets. This worked well, as when the group arrived 

we had our tickets. We headed up the mountain in the cable cars, encountering Northern Wheatears on the way 

up.  

 

Getting to the top of the cable car, we boarded the 4x4s that would be going on further to the top. All fell silent 

as we took in the breath-taking spectacle unfolding before us. Then, to our astonishment, the summit peak burst 

in to life as a huge gas and smoke cloud erupted from its crater! Wow! Cameras clicked and whirred to capture 

this amazing event.  
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Soon we were at the top, disembarking to find the temperature wasn’t too low, nor was it too windy. We met our 

guide Antonio who walked us around the side crater formed during the 2002/03 eruption, stopping every few 

hundred metres for several talks about the volcano and its formation. Fascinating.  

 

As we went over the brow of the hill, the wind hit us, reminding us how sheltered we had been before! Then the 

top crater erupted again, puffing out a big plume of gases and smoke once more. Four times it did this in total 

during our visit!  

 

We dug a few decimetres down into the volcanic ash, revealing rocks that were too hot to handle. We were 

certainly very close to the action! We walked round the rim of the crater, with stunning views south towards 

Siracusa. Flocks of House Martins were wheeling around us – they must be finding something to eat and all we 

could find were tiny ladybirds. Then before we knew it, the cloud came down and engulfed the stunning views, 

reminding us how quickly the conditions can change on a mountain. 

 

Suddenly becoming clear again, we persevered round the crater, taking the obligatory photos with Etna in the 

background, before heading back to the buses. Here we assembled to check we hadn’t lost anyone, before having 

a lesson on plate tectonics, subduction zones, the formation of volcanoes and how igneous rocks form. Suitably 

genned-up, it was time to leave this magical lunar landscape so we boarded the 4x4 vehicles to start our descent. 

 

Soon we were back down at the café where we enjoyed a short visit to the souvenir shop then made our way to a 

nice restaurant for lunch. The food was good traditional local fare and we all tucked in heartily after our 

mountainous exertions. 

 

Back at the buses, we found a few sparrows and we were able to compare Spanish with Italian. We then drove a 

little further down the slope to Piano Vettore where we checked out the sparse bushes amongst the bare volcanic 

terrain. On the way there, a Rock Bunting flew up from the roadside and we stopped to check it out. A few 

people saw it discretely sitting in a pine tree before it flew off to hide in thicker trees. Once parked up, butterflies 

were certainly out in force in the lovely sunny and relatively calm conditions. We added Small Copper, Queen of 

Spain Fritillary and The Hermit to our list. A Booted Eagle circled above our heads with five Marsh Harriers in 

tow. In the open areas we soon spotted several Northern Wheatears, Stonechats and two fine male Black 

Redstarts.  

 

Luca found a juvenile warbler preening in a bush and we were soon admiring a fantastic Spectacled Warbler! 

This was especially welcome as we had missed them at the Gorge. Well done Luca! A Cirl Bunting was found 

and we then searched the area for better views of our main quarry, the Rock Bunting. We heard their thin call a 

couple of times but they are infamously ventriloquial so are difficult to pin down. We eventually came across 

one, then several more and we all had good views in the scopes. 

 

Moving on to the trees, we soon pished out plenty of confiding Coal Tits – the Sicilian version is certainly much 

brighter than its mainland cousins. Chaffinches came in to investigate too, as well as Wren. 

 

In the thicker tress we soon enticed in a superb Firecrest that thrilled the group. Two Short-toed Treecreepers 

were equally popular. All agreed that it had been a memorable day up Etna!   
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We had a long drive home and it was time to set off so we started our way down. We made one more stop, in 

the Sweet Chestnut woods, to search for another speciality, the Sicilian subspecies siculus of Long-tailed Tit. 

Pishing soon brought the sound of a flock of them and we succeeded in enticing them closer, eventually having 

brilliant views of a dozen or so birds, with their characteristic smudgy grey heads. Job done, we then made our 

way back down and along the motorway home.  

 

Returning to the Case, we freshened up then assembled for checklists. Luca heard a European Free-tailed Bat 

calling overhead and a couple of group members managed to hear it in the end too. After another lovely dinner 

we retired after a long but highly satisfying day filled with momentous events. 

Day 5 Friday 22nd September 

The pre-breakfast walk was somewhat uneventful but a look through the overnight moth catch revealed quite a 

few new species including Pale Shoulder, Knot Grass, Turnip, Purple Marbled, Rambur’s Wave, Palpita vitrealis, 

Trent Double-stripe and Nodaria nodosalis. 

 

After breakfast we headed off south to explore the lakes and headlands of the most southerly part of the island. 

Despite the recent drought we were hoping to find at least some lakes still with water somewhere. Our first stop 

was the harbour at Marzememi on the east coast. We were looking specifically for Audouin’s Gulls – we scanned 

the harbour but with no luck. A Common Sandpiper was on the water’s edge but no gulls at all. On the seaward 

side, we found a Turnstone feeding on the craggy rocks, and a Little Egret.  

 

Luca had found some nearby pools on Google Maps, so we thought we would check them out. On the way we 

came across a charming seaside café so we stopped for a relaxing coffee first. We then went round the pools – 

several were dry and the vegetation prevented us from seeing a couple more. So, we returned to the one which 

Dave had checked out while we were having coffee. We found a good selection of birds here. There were 

Shovelers, Little Grebes and several Eurasian Teal. Black-winged Stilts dwarfed the other waders with their 

ridiculously long legs. We had good views to compare Kentish Plovers with their Ringed cousins. Little Stints 

were running around, hyperactive as always, and Luca found two Temminck’s Stints amongst them. Several 

Dunlin enabled us to compare the difference between the black-bellied adults and the smidgy-blackish bellies of 

the juveniles. A lone Curlew Sandpiper fed amongst them. Star bird though, was Marsh Sandpiper, a new species 

for most in the group. We were charmed as these delicate mini-Greenshanks fed in the shallow waters. 

 

Highly satisfied with this pool, we decided to move on. Pantano Cuba was our next destination, a lake owned 

and run by a German conservation organisation. On arrival, it was obvious that the drought had hit hard here – 

there was almost no water at all. Two juvenile Greater Flamingos fed in what little wet mud remained, and a 

beautiful juvenile Kestrel was admired through the scopes. Overhead, a huge Peregrine whizzed by, no doubt a 

female from its size. 

 

The nearby Pantano Longarini was next - the site of the excavation of a seventh-century dromon or coastal 

barge in the 1960’s. The lake was again largely dry, but we chalked up a Marsh Harrier searching the reeds and a 

lone Curlew.  
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We drove on a bit further to a more open area, where springs meant that there was some water. And the wildlife 

appeared – a Little Grebe, Reed Warblers and waders too. We had delightful views of some juvenile Spotted 

Redshanks, resplendent in their fresh plumage. Three very close Ruff were feeding away, oblivious to our 

presence, and they had two Wood Sandpipers in tow too. Marsh Harrier continued to patrol the area and we 

kept hearing Yellow Wagtails as they flew overhead.  

 

A bit of pishing seemingly failed to produce anything in the reeds, but this seemed to be a good spot to take 

lunch, so we did so. While enjoying our picnic, we heard the characteristic high-pitched call of Penduline Tit and, 

with some more pishing, we were soon thrilled to see not one but a pair of them, sitting atop the reeds, calling 

back at us! What a special bird! A beautiful Pallid Swift flew past low right in front of us and a Common Snipe 

dropped in. Several Kingfishers were whizzing around and a couple of Water Rails sneaked momentarily out of 

the reed edges. Sicilian Pond Turtle and Italian Edible Frog were new and a Plain Tiger butterfly was highly 

notable.  

 

We drove on and scanned a large dyke. There were a few Flamingos, Common Sandpiper and some more distant 

waders that remained as unidentified silhouettes. A wader flying over the road caused us to stop and scan a dry 

field – it was littered with birds! Over 50 Little Ringed Plover and a few Ringed Plover were feeding together. 

Stopping at another likely looking field, we picked up a couple of Tawny Pipits, at least five Short-toed Larks, 

several Yellow Wagtails and Wheatears, bobbing around.  

 

Time was ticking on so we moved to the coast again – this time Portopalo Harbour. Our quarry was Audouin’s 

Gull and, scanning the flocks of Yellow-legged Gulls, we soon picked out several of these lovely birds. Much 

merriment ensued as, trying to give directions to flying birds, it transpired that there were actually two 

lighthouses, and two blue buoys! Also in the harbour we picked out three Mediterranean Gulls, a Slender-billed 

Gull and a Great Crested Grebe, the latter no doubt taking refuge here because of the empty lakes. A look out to 

sea was less successful – Dave spotted a couple of Scopoli’s Shearwaters and Gannets but they were so distant as 

to be indiscernible to the rest of the group! 

 

We had done well so we decided to reward ourselves with a Sicilian Gelato. In Portopalo we found a nice 

gelateria and all enjoyed our favourite flavours. 

 

It was time to return so we made our way back northwards to the Case. Tonight, we had a special treat as we had 

been invited to dinner by the Baron at his palace in Piazza Duomo in Ortigia. We donned our best togs and 

made our way there. Walking through the bustling streets, humming with Saturday-night life, served to heighten 

our mood and as we entered the Piazza Duomo we were very excited. 

  

We entered the Baron’s palace where we met the Baron himself who regaled us with fascinating stories about the 

history of the Palace and of the Baron’s family. This was followed by a gorgeous meal which rounded off a 

definite highlight of the trip for all. 

 

Returning to the Case, we were very fortunate to come across a Barn Owl flying over the vines. As it flew by, it 

then put up a Scops Owl that flew into a nearby tree & posed fantastically for some of the group. A fitting end 

to a magnificent day. 
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Day 6 Saturday 23rd September 

With our evening activities yesterday, we didn’t have the moth trap on last night. We had a close Hoopoe near 

the Case in the morning and a fly-by Two-tailed Pasha for some. Today we headed north, through the rather 

unsightly petrochemical works to our pleasant destination of Penisola Magnisi, an offshore island renowned for 

attracting migrants. We checked out the beach first to look for waders but there was rather too much disturbance 

today and just a Little Egret. We drove on to the car park, parked the buses by the shore and walked on to the 

peninsula.  

 

The bushes were pretty quiet, with just Sardinian Warbler and Italian and Spanish Sparrows, so we pressed on. It 

was extremely dry which no doubt influenced the birds. We found Spotless Starlings on the historic buildings 

and Zitting Cisticolas, now a familiar bird to us all, called all around. We checked out a likely looking open area, 

and were soon admiring Crested Larks attended by two lovely Yellow Wagtails. We managed to get everyone in 

the group on to them in the scopes. Northern Wheatears were also bobbing about feeding energetically. A group 

of five Grey Herons migrating down the coast were a surprise to some as not everyone realises that this species 

does migrate sometimes. A lone Marsh Harrier headed past us, following the coast. 

 

Moving south, we searched for our next quarry, Stone-curlews. The terrain looked good for them but they were 

conspicuous by their absence. Then suddenly, two of them flew up, then another, then more. We watched where 

they came down and crept up, trying to see them on the deck. But these are wary birds at the best of times and, 

with the drought, the vegetation was less thick for them to hide in, so they soon spooked and flew again. This 

time there were significantly more of them, and as they relocated, our count rose and rose, until it went over the 

hundred mark! How spectacular!  

 

We regrouped to marvel at our fortuitous sighting of so many. Whilst they were flying, Dave had spotted two 

smaller waders flying with them. One had gone further away but one was seen to drop in front of us, so we crept 

forward, stopping to scan regularly. Then there it was – a superb Dotterel! We soon had it in the scopes and 

were admiring this special bird. Then someone spotted another one nearby and we had two together. Even 

better! We watched their deliberate, upright walking motion as they fed peacefully in front of us. 

 

Replete on Dotterel, we headed back to the buses, then popped to the nearby town of Priolo Gargallo for a loo 

stop and a nice cooling drink before returning to the shade near the beach for our picnic lunch.  

 

We then visited the Saline di Priolo reserve, a wonderful place with excellent hides overlooking the old salinas 

which have been sculpted to form islands for nesting birds. As expected, the water level was very low and a 

couple of the hides were just overlooking dry mud so we concentrated on the boardwalk hide in the middle of 

the lake. On the way, a fortunate few spotted a very showy Cetti’s Warbler whilst looking for Praying Mantis. 

From the hide, the birds were congregating around the remaining water and the spring which was feeding it. 

Several close Flamingos were ever-popular, with Black-winged Stilts in tow. There were Dunlin and Little Stints 

running around, and several Common Redshank.  In the reeds we heard Water Rail and saw Moorhens on the 

edges whilst we were waiting for the hoped-for Western Swamphen. Eventually we were rewarded but only with 

a brief sighting, as one ran at full pelt across the mud, only to disappear in the reeds again. We waited for it to 

reappear but, alas, not. Plovers were in good supply on the mud, with many Little Ringed being the commonest; 

it was another good opportunity to compare them with Ringed and Kentish alongside. 
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We then returned to the buses again, with a lucky few seeing a fly-by Gull-billed Tern offshore too. We arrived 

back at the Case in good time to relax before checklists and another wonderful dinner. 

Day 7 Sunday 24th September 

The pre-breakfast walk was pretty quiet today, but the moth trap produced Dark Sword-grass, Pseudozarba 

bipartita, two fantastic Silver-striped Hawk-moths, Small Marbled and Old World Webworm.  

 

Our flight home wasn’t until this afternoon so, with threatening skies, we headed to Capo Murro di Porco for a 

few hours birding, to see if there were any migrants about. Scarcely had we left than it started to rain, then ten 

minutes later the heavens opened, amid lightning and thunder. We decided that maybe a walk on the peninsula 

would not be too popular just now, so we found a welcoming café to stop for a coffee. As we pulled up, the 

REAL rain started and half the group were left stranded in the buses as it absolutely tipped it down in monsoon 

style. During a slight lull all managed to make it to the café, and we sat it out. Astonishingly over an hour later, it 

was showing no sign of letting up at all. Eventually it eased off a little and we decided that our walk was 

cancelled and we should return to the Case. We gingerly limped back through deep floods, arriving as the rain 

now stopped! Etna was visible in the distance with fresh snow on its summit. 

 

We did out final packing, loaded out suitcases into the minibuses and enjoyed a wonderful three-course pasta 

lunch provided by Mufida at the Case. Nicely prepared for our long journeys, we set off reluctantly for the 

airport. Fortunately, the journey was uneventful, and we were in good time for our flights home. What an 

amazing week we had experienced. The drought had undoubtedly affected the bird life but we still saw a 

stunning selection of birds that performed so very well for us all, and with a group of lovely people.  

 

A group is only as good as the people who form it and thanks must go to all the group members who got on so 

well together, sharing knowledge and stories to enhance the overall enjoyment of the trip. Luca and Dave hope 

that everyone had an enjoyable week, seeing many new species on a beautiful island. We look forward to seeing 

you all on your next Naturetrek trip. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only; S = Seen; N = Nest) 

      September 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

1 Shelduck Tadorna tadorna     4   20     

2 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos      2     

3 Shoveler Spatula clypeata     10       

4 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca       5     

5 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis        2     

6 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus        1     

7 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis     5         

8 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis   1   40   3   

9 Little Egret Egretta garzetta   7       

10 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea     1  6   

11 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea       2+H       

12 White Stork Ciconia ciconia N     N       

13 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia     10         

14 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus     18   6 7   

15 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus         

16 Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo   3   1       

17 Peregrine Falco peregrinus   2     1     

18 Booted Eagle Aquila pennata     1 1       

19 Black Kite Milvus migrans   1           

20 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus   10 2 5 3 1   

21 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo    3     

22 European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus   3           

23 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus         1S 1H 2H   

24 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus          

25 Western Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio         1   

26 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus     1        

27 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus       6 3   

28 Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus           100+   

29 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius     3   50 20   

30 Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula     2   10 20   

31 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus     6   10 6   

32 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola     1         

33 Dotterel Charadrius morinellus           2   

34 Turnstone Arenaria interpres         1     

35 Dunlin Calidris alpina    10   8 4   

36 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea        1     

37 Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii        2     

38 Little Stint                  Calidris minuta     60   15 10   

39 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola         2     

40 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos         2 1   

41 Common Redshank Tringa totanus     4  3 3   

42 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus         6     

43 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia     3   1     

44 Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatalis         4     

45 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata        1     

46 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus     H        

47 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago         1     
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      September 
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48 Ruff Philomachus pugnax     3   10     

49 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus       2   

50 Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei     25   1     

51 Mediterranean Gull  Larus  melanocephalus         3     

52 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis           

53 Audouin's Gull Larus audouinii       4       

54 Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica           1   

55 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia       

56 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus       

57 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto       

58 Barn Owl Tyto alba      1  

59 Little Owl Athene noctua           H   

60 Eurasian Scops Owl Otus scops H, 1S H H H H, 1S H   

61 Common Swift Apus apus   2          

62 Pallid Swift Apus pallidus   2    1     

63 Alpine Swift Apus melba   20 10         

64 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops 1 1      1   

65 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis         3     

66 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster   1           

67 Wryneck Jynx torquilla   1       1   

68 Crested Lark Galerida cristata        

69 Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla         5     

70 Common Sand Martin Riparia riparia          

71 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica       

72 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum           

73 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris         2     

74 White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba          1     

75 Blue-headed Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava sp.         10 2   

76 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea       H H     

77 European Robin Erithacus rubecula   1   1       

78 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros       2       

79 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe   1   6 6 20   

80 Common Stonechat Saxicola torquatus   2   2       

81 Common Blackbird Turdus merula        

82 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius   2           

83 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla     1         

84 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis   1           

85 Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata       1       

86 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala        

87 Eastern Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans   1 2         

88 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis        

89 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti   H & S H & S H H H & S H 

90 European Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceous     1   2     

91 Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla       1       

92 Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes       1       

93 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata   1           

94 Great Tit Parus major        

95 Coal Tit Periparus ater             

96 European Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus           

97 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus      12     

98 Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus        2+    
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99 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla   2   2      

100 Common Magpie Pica pica       

101 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius         

102 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix            

103 Common Raven Corvus corax   2           

104 Eurasian Starling Sturnus vulgaris   4           

105 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor         

106 Italian Sparrow Passer italiae          

107 Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis 1        

108 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus          

109 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs          

110 Common Linnet Carduelis cannabina   1 1       

111 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis          

112 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris              

113 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus   1   2       

114 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia       5       

Mammals                 

1 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus             

2 Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus             

3 European free-tailed Bat Tadarida teniotis            

Amphibians & Reptiles                 

1 Italian Wall Lizard Podarcis sicula        

2 Sicilian Wall Lizard Podarcis wagleriana             

3 Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica       

4 Turkish Gecko Hemidactylus turcicus          

5 Ocellated Skink Chalcides ocellatus             

6 Italian Edible Frog Pelophylax kl. hispanicus              

7 Sicilian Pond Turtle Emys trinacris              

Butterflies                 

1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon         

2 Large White Pieris brassicae         

3 Small White Pieris rapae         

4 Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa             

5 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea           

6 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni           

7 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra          

8 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas              

9 Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus            

10 Geranium Bronze Cacyreus marshalli             

11 Lang's Short-tailed Blue Leptotes pirithous            

12 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus          

13 Nettle-tree Butterfly Libythea celtis          

14 Plain Tiger Danaus chrysippus          

15 Two-tailed Pasha Charaxes jasius              

16 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta         

17 Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia          

18 Tree Grayling Neohipparchia statilinus              

http://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/species.php?species=argiolus
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19 The Hermit Chazara briseis             

20 Southern or Sicilian Grayling Hipparchia sp.            

21 Southern Grayling Hipparchia aristaeus            

22 Great Banded Grayling Brintesia circe              

23 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina            

24 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera           

25 Mallow Skipper Carcharodus alceae            

26 Pigmy or Mediterranean Skipper Gegenes pumilio/nostradamus            

Moths (F = In the Field)               

1   Achyra nudalis             

2 Pale Shoulder Acontia lucida             

3 Sweet Gale Moth Acronicta euphorbiae   F           

4 Knot Grass Acronicta rumicis              

5 Sorcerer Aedia leucomelas            

6 Dark Sword Grass Agrotis ipsilon            

7 Shuttle-shaped Dart Agrotis puta          

8 Turnip Moth Agrotis segetum            

9 Gregson's Dart Agrotis spinifera          

10   Alucita cymatodactyla             

11 Twenty-plume Moth Alucita hexadactyla              

12 Crambid Grass Moth Ancylolomia tentaculella             

13 Silvered Brown Veneer Angustalius malacellus             

14 Crambid Antigastra catalaunalis          

15 Bee Moth Aphomia sociella           

16   Aporodes floralis              

17 Lunar Beauty Ascotis selenaria   F           

18 Flame Axylia putris              

19   Bactra lancealana             

20 Pale Mottled Willow Caradrina clavipalpis          

21 Lorimer's Rustic Caradrina flavirena             

22 Privet Tortrix Clepsis consimilana            

23 Trent Double-stripe Clytie illunaris              

24 Oyster Costignophos pullata   F           

25   Cryphia ochsi           

26 Un-named Shark sp.  Cucullia calendulae   F           

27 Gelechid Dichomeris lamprostoma          

28   Dolicharthria punctalis             

29 The Amah, Sicilian form Dysauxes famula           

30 Famulus Dysauxes punctata            

31 Passenger Dysgonia algira             

32 Scarce Footman Eilema complana              

33 Ivory Footman Eilema palliatella             

34 Spotted Sulphur Emmelia trabealis          

35 Common Plume Emmelina monodactyla              

36 Pyralid Endotricha flammealis           

37 Gallium Carpet Epirrhoe galiata   F           

38 Elachistid Ethmia bipunctella          

39 Erebid Eublemma cochylioides             

40 Purple Marbled Eublemma ostrina           

41 Small Marbled Eublemma parva             
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42   Euchromius superbellus             

43 Flattered Turntail Eutelia adulatrix     F         

44   Grammodes bifasciata          

45 Geometrician Grammodes stolida              

46   Heliothela wulfeniana     F         

47 Old World Webworm  Hellula undalis              

48 Silver-striped Hawk-moth  Hippotion celerio             

49 Vine's Rustic Hoplidrina ambigua          

50 Powdered Rustic Hoplodrina superstes          

51 Ornate Pearl Hydriris ornatalis              

52 Spurge Hawk-moth Hyles euphorbiae            

53 Gold Triangle Hypsopygia costalis              

54 Portland Riband Wave Idaea degeneraria           

55 Rambur's Wave Idaea elongaria              

56 Lustrous Least Carpet Idaea filicata          

57 Scalloped Wave Idaea macilentaria              

58 Small Dusty Wave Idaea seriata         F     

59 Satin Wave Idaea subsericeata            

60 Un-named Pyralid Lamoria anella              

61 Oak Eggar Lasiocampa quercus            

62 Devonshire Wainscot Leucania putrescens           

63 European Vine Moth Lobesia botrana          

64 Dumeril's Rustic Luperina dumerilii              

65 Humming-bird Hawk-moth Macroglossum stellatarum            

66 Pyralid Maradana fuscolimbalis              

67   Mythimna sicula             

68   Nodaria nodosalis              

69   Oncocera semirubella             

70 Olive-tree Pearl Palpita vitrialis              

71 Ruby Tiger Phragmatobia fuliginosa          

72 Porter's Rustic Proxenus (Athetis) hospes          

73 Un-named Noctuid Pseudozarba bipartita             

74   Pyroderces argyrogrammos              

75 The Vestal Rhodometra sacraria          

76 Middle Lace Border Scopula decorata   F           

77   Scopula vigilata   F           

78 Dark Mottled Willow Spodoptera cilium           

79 Small Mottled Willow Spodoptera exigua          

80 Mediterranean Brocade Spodoptera littoralis          

81 Four-spotted Tyta luctuosa          

82 Crimson Speckled Utetheisa pulchella            

83 Cream Drab Xanthodes albago            

84 Square-spot Rustic Xestia xanthographa            

85   Zebeeba falsalis              

Other Invertebrates                 

1 Carpenter Bee Xylocopa violacea             

2 Seven Spot Ladybird Coccinella 7-punctata              

3 Blue-winged Grasshopper Oedipoda caerulescens          

4 Violet Dropwing Trithemis annulata          

5 Emperor Anax imperator            
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6 Lesser Emperor Anax parthenope            

7 Southern Darter Sympetrum meridionale             

8 Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii            

9 Scarlet Darter Crocothemis erythraea             

10 Long Skimmer Orthetrum trinacria              

11 Island Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura genei              

12 Diving Beetle sp. Dytiscus sp.              

13 Striped Shieldbug Graphosoma semipunctatum              

14 Southern Green Stink Bug Nezara viridula              

15 Stick Insect Bacillus rossius              

 


