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Tour participants: Luca Boscain & Chris Griffin (leaders) with 14 Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

The week in Sicily was rather special, with particularly good birds on the Vendicari wetlands. While the number 

of species was rather lower than sometimes, and many wetlands dry or, in one case, burnt by a fire, we 

compensated with a lot of historic and artistic visits and gastronomic breaks that really enriched the holiday. We 

also recorded some interesting butterflies, moths and other insects, plus a selection of late-summer plants. 

During the week we visited three different UNESCO sites and, for most of the group, something unforgettable 

will be the noise of the Mount Etna explosions at the summit craters that we could enjoy from a safe distance. 

Day 1 Tuesday 17th September 

Arrival in Catania and Capo Murro di Porco. 

Chris and twelve group members had a very early start today, because the flight from Gatwick was at 6.30am. 

When we landed at Catania Fontanarossa airport, all the group gathered and met Luca, the Italian guide, in 

arrivals, with the final two, who had already spent a few days in Sicily. Having collected the two minibuses, we 

then took the comfortable motorway that goes south and after about 45 minutes, we arrived at Case del Feudo. 

In this 17th-century former hunting lodge, surrounded by the peaceful Syracuse countryside, among citrus trees 

and vineyards, we were welcome by the owner of the estate, Baron Beneventano, and Yeasin, who would take 

care of us patiently during all the week, from dawn to dusk.  

 

We took possession of our rustic rooms, often furnished with unexpected furniture and themed paintings, 

different in every room, then descended to the courtyard where, under the shade of canopies, we enjoyed a 

buffet lunch of typical Sicilian “pasta alla norma”, salad, mozzarella and “melanzane alla parmigiana”. 

 

Then we had almost an hour to relax a bit and to avoid the heat of day. We met again at 3pm to go to our first 

destination, the Capo Murro di Porco. The “snout of pig” is the most prominent peninsula of south-eastern 

Sicily and is often a great place to look for migrants recovering here before their journey through the 

Mediterranean Sea. 

 

At our arrival, the sunshine had gone down a bit and the colours were much warmer. We walked along a path to 

the lighthouse, crossing a garigue with Tree Spurge (Euphorbia dendroides), Mastic Trees (Pistacia lentiscus) and the 

rare Dwarf Fan Palms (Chamaerops humilis), the only native palm of Europe. The first birds spotted were a 

Northern Wheatear on a wire and a number of Sardinian Warblers and Crested Larks, together with a bright 

green nymph of Egyptian Grasshopper. Some sea-watching from the lighthouse produced a couple of Yellow-

legged Gulls, five Sandwich Terns migrating south and our first adult Audouin’s Gull, showing its silvery upper 

parts and the coral-red bill. This species is endemic to the Mediterranean, with only about 1000 pairs breeding in 

Italy.  

 

Scanning the rocks by the shore, we spotted a beautiful male Blue Rock Thrush that then flew not far from us, 

allowing some flight shots. 

 



Sicily in Autumn  Tour Report 

 

 

2  © Naturetrek     November 19 
 

With not many migrants around, we decided to start to enjoy the famous Italian quality of life, having a break by 

a nice bar-gelateria offering a variety of ice cream, "Sicilian granita" and tasty coffee. 

 

In the evening, at Case del Feudo, we met at 7pm for an aperitif of the wines produced on the estate, including 

the well-known Nero d’Avola, olives and cheese. Luca explained the plans for tomorrow and generally for the 

week, and we updated our checklists before dinner. The dining room used to be a stable, now totally renewed 

and made particularly attractive through the use of soft illumination, decorations that were formerly used to 

embellish the donkeys during festivals and a series of ancient agrarian tools. The meal included a “primo” of 

risotto with red and green peppers, a “secondo” of sausages and the typical “cannoli siciliani”, filled with ricotta 

cheese or chocolate, as pudding. 

Day 2 Wednesday 18th September 

Mount Etna 

As the forecast was for the hottest sunny days to be at the beginning of our week, we decided to avoid the heat 

of lowlands and to go to the high altitudes of Mount Etna. It is the highest active volcano in Europe, at 3,326 

metres, and, on the top there, the temperature can be much chillier than along the coast, becoming almost 

unbearable with strong winds and in absence of sunshine: that’s the reason to be there only when the weather 

forecast is particularly good. 

 

Therefore, we met at 6.30am for breakfast in order to leave earlier than usual, at 8.30am. The journey was in fact 

rather long, being for the first half along a comfortable motorway and then, after Catania, much slower along the 

labyrinth of roads that climb the foothills of the volcano through populated villages, like Mascalucia and 

Nicolosi. 

 

Our first stop was not far from the Parsifal park of Nicolosi, where we could take the first photos of the 

volcano, whose peak was now free from any cloud. The breeze was still fresh, and we had one Common Buzzard 

and some Bee-eaters crossing in the distance: a sign that the migration was also active here, high in the mountain. 

Despite trying, we couldn’t locate any Sicilian Rock Partridge in the lava fields, but on a patch of Red Valerian 

(Centranthus ruber), we noticed some very active tiny blue butterflies that were revealed to be Lang’s Short-tailed 

Blues, a species that usually colonizes southern Europe in the second half of summer, migrating from Africa. 

 

We kept going, going through in a lovely area of orchards and woodlands with Sweet Chestnuts (Castanea sativa) 

and Downy Oaks (Quercus pubescens). The forest was particularly quiet, with just a Robin and some tits that made 

their contact calls. In a small glade, we spotted some interesting butterflies: Woodland Grayling, Small Copper, 

Brown Argus and a single male of Southern Blue (Polyommatus celina), a species of butterflies that was recently 

distinguished from the Common Blue and that seems to substitute it in North Africa and Sicily. By some old 

Sweet Chestnut trees (Castanea sativa), not far from Monte Concilio, we heard the calls of a Short-toed 

Treecreeper that suddenly appeared together with a Nuthatch. 

 

Our next stop was in the Piano Vetore area: a peaceful valley, far from the crowds of the main Etna, where we 

did a loop of about a kilometre and half. A flat meadow had most of the grass now dry and yellow, but here and 

there we noticed the first Seven-spotted Ladybirds. Later on, we discovered that the 99% of insects of the prairie 
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were ladybirds in numbers of hundreds! Apparently, they spend the dry summer hiding in crevices of the 

volcanic rocks to appear again in autumn, after the first rain. 

 

On the endemic Etna Barberries (Berberis aetnensis), which had plenty of scarlet fruits, we saw a couple of 

Whinchats, whereas another endemism, the arboreal Etna Broom (Genista aetnensis), was unfortunately at the end 

of its blooming time, with only few yellow flowers left. While we were going through a maquis of Aspens 

(Populus tremula), we heard an odd sound in the distance, like an explosion. Then a second and a third: coming 

from the summit crater, they were the first signs that the Etna was definitely alive! 

 

On a side of the path we tried hard to get a view of the Rock Buntings, but they were busy on feeding in the low 

grass, so we had only glimpses of the individuals hopping or landing behind the vegetation. Here and there we 

saw patches of the endemic yellow tansy Tanacetum siculum and Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum), where we spotted a 

nice Praying Mantis of the brownish morph. 

 

Coming back to the minibuses, we crossed some interesting ash fields near a volcanic tunnel, and we observed 

bright examples of pahoehoe lava flows. In the low grass we flushed tens of graylings that might belong to the 

endemic Sicilian species Hipparchia blachieri or to the more widespread Common Grayling (Hipparchia semele): the 

two butterflies are in fact not recognizable without checking the genitalia. Definitely distinguished were some 

Hermits perched on knapweeds that most likely were the endemic Centaurea giardinae. 

 

At 12.30 we arrived just on time to get a couple of tables at the self-service restaurant of Rifugio Sapienza. Most 

of tourists usually go to the peak of Etna during the late morning, so they hadn't come back yet and we could 

start to queue and calmly get a primo or a secondo, choosing also among a number of beautiful vegetables as a 

side dish. 

 

After lunch we went to the cable-car station and there was no queue at all. Some six-seat gondolas led us from 

the 1,900-metre-altitude of Rifugio Sapienza to 2,500 metres and then, from there, we caught huge 4x4 coaches 

to climb powerfully through the pyroclastic ash fields to 2,900 metres. Here once there was the so called “Torre 

del filosofo” hut, because the legend says that Empedocles, a Greek philosopher, used to have a cabin here from 

which study the volcano activity, but that building was buried by the lava flow in 2002. We found instead 

Antonio, a local volcanologist who led us to the discover of the Barbagallo craters. His English was rather basic, 

but comprehensible: he told us a lot of information about the history of the two craters, where we were walking, 

and the recent activities of the volcano, showing us the lava flows from July and a new crater that appeared along 

a slope and that was still steaming.  

 

We did a loop around the crater, admiring the view into the lower secondary craters, used only once to emit an 

eruption, the side fumaroles and to the three apical craters, where the yellow sulphur was visible that we could 

smell clearly when we came down from the 4x4 vehicle.  

 

But first of all, being now much closer to the peak, we could enjoy much more loudly the explosions of the 

volcano, with emissions of steam and dust: something memorable! Another proof that the Earth was alive was 

given by digging a bit in the gravel: the rock was still warm. Then we started the descent, catching again the 4x4 

coach and then the cable-car.  
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There was time for a break enjoying an ice-cream or a coffee before a couple of hours of quiet driving home. On 

the way back, Luca pointed again some interesting plants on the roadside like Giant Fennel (Ferula communis), 

Spanish Broom (Spartium junceum), Aleppo Pine (Pinus halepensis) and Corsican Pine (Pinus nigra subsp. laricio). 

Back to the Case del Feudo, we had for dinner a delicious pasta with ricotta cheese and pork in a creamy sauce. 

Day 3 Thursday 19th September 

Cava Grande di Cassibile; Syracuse archaeological park (Neapolis) 

Today half of the group met to have a walk in the estate of Case del Feudo before breakfast. We first had a look 

to the roof of the lodge, finding some nice Tree and Italian Sparrows together with Spotless Starlings, then we 

walked for some hundreds of metres on the left side of a small valley covered in thick vegetation. Although an 

attractive habitat for migrants, it was a rather difficult ground for birding, with most of the birds usually hiding in 

the depth of the foliage: we heard a lot of calls of Nightingale and Cetti’s, Sardinian and Subalpine Warblers, but 

we had only glimpses and no one good view. Better sightings were offered for some seconds when a Green 

Sandpiper and a young Cuckoo both appeared in flight, rather unexpectedly, and we also saw the odd Cone-

headed Grasshopper. 

 

We joined the others for breakfast at 8am, then we left the Case del Feudo at 9am, heading south. After quarter 

an hour of driving, we left the motorway reaching the suburbs of Avola, the town famous because of the grape 

Nero d’Avola, where we went shopping to get food for the picnics of the next two days. To visit an Italian 

supermarket is always an experience, because the quantity of fresh vegetables and fruit, but also of cheese and 

ham can be particularly tempting.  

 

Then we started to climb by the minibuses the bendy road that leads to the Reserve of Cava Grande di Cassibile. 

We stopped for some minutes by a viewpoint from which we admired the panorama down to Avola and Ionian 

Sea, despite the haze. On the slopes of the Hyblean range we noticed the series of ancient terraces: all these 

mountain sides used to be cultivated, but it is not any more sustainable to have any crops there, so they appeared 

burnt by the sun and dramatically dry. We continued going up on the left side of a convent and we reached the 

top of the upland: this plateau was dug deeply by streams that in winter can carry much more water than now in 

September. One of those was the “Fiume di Cassibile”, a stream that flowed on the bottom of a gorge deep 

about 500 metres. We parked not far from the edge of this valley and we went walking, following a panoramic 

path that goes through a beautiful garigue with a number of viewpoints. 

 

Most of the vegetation was dry, but we still noticed Sea Squill (Drimia maritima) spikes with white flowers and the 

beautiful Flax-leaved Daphne (Daphne gnidium) in bloom, plus some interesting plants with fruits like Almond-

leaved Pear (Pyrus amygdaliformis), Osyris (Osyris alba) and Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna). In the sky there was a 

continuous flux of Barn Swallows and House Martins, on the way to Africa, joined by tens of Bee-eaters, a 

Peregrine Falcon and later on, together with some Ravens, a dark-morph Booted Eagle unexpectedly appeared as 

well. 

 

We tried hard to find the Spectacled Warbler, usually resident in this grounds, but the garigue, probably because 

of the heat, was much more silent than usual, with almost no signs of presence of birds, only a number of Italian 

and Sicilian Wall Lizards and a rainbow of grasshoppers (Oedipoda spp.) with the wings of different colours, blue, 

red and green. 
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The first picnic of the week was prepared comfortably on the tables of a pizzeria that was closed because it 

opens only in the evening. Here Luca and Chris, in the shade of trees, arranged a rich buffet with a variety of 

salads, ham, cheese, fruit, melon and other delights. We could also buy some drinks and coffees to accompany 

the lunch in the nearby bar. 

 

In the afternoon we left the breezy highlands to move down to Syracuse: being a working day, there weren’t 

many people at the archaeological park, so luckily, we only had to wait for a couple of minutes to get our tickets. 

In the Greek and Roman time, the so called Neapolis, the “new town”, being out of the city walls, was a useful 

area where to bury the deaths or where to provide fun for alive people, with the presence of a well preserved 

Greek Theatre and of a small Roman Amphitheatre. 

 

Today was particularly hot and humid and we struggled to explore the top ridge of the theatre. Despite this, we 

noticed two species of dragonflies by a little pool, Broad Scarlet and Island Bluetail and we were surprised in 

finding the cool waterfall of the ancient Nympheum. We could enjoy much more the visit of the famous “Ear of 

Dionysus” because we were in the cool shade of the cliffs and in luxuriant gardens. There we encountered the 

amazing performance of a chorus that, in an unknown language, exploited the acoustic of this cave dug by 

people of which were lost the memories, leaving space to legends like the Caravaggio’s that reinterpreted it as the 

mad tyrant Dionysus tool to hear the groans of its prisoners. 

 

For the birds, we saw Blue Rock Thrush in flight, a single Common Starling among the Spotless cousins, Jays 

and Jackdaws. At the end of the visit we deserved a refreshing ice-cream or granita. 

 

In the evening, because of an unexpected thunderstorm, so we had to postpone the moth-trapping session to 

another night, hoping in the fall of some migrants for the pre-breakfast walk of tomorrow. The cuisine of Case 

del Feudo offered for dinner a pasta with pesto sauce, a mix of fried prawns and squids and a fruit salad: a happy 

end after a rather tiring day after the heat of the sun! 

Day 4 Friday 20th September 

The southern lakes. 

This morning at 7am we walked on the right side of small valley of yesterday, getting a better view into the lower 

cultivated areas and to some abandoned buildings. First of all, we had a very good view of an Eastern Bath 

White warming itself, and of two tiny Zitting Cisticolas in the tall grass; then curiously, we noticed the calls of a 

Reed Warbler in a bush, definitely on migration, and of a Tree Pipit. Through the telescope we saw a distant 

Common Buzzard and a Common Kestrel. 

 

After breakfast we drove south along the motorway, then we took a secondary road crossing some cultivated 

countryside with the first greenhouses of the famous “Pomodoro di Pachino”, aubergines and zucchini. We 

arrived by the abandoned saltpans of Marzamemi, where we had a first look from a rather unofficial viewpoint. 

From there we noticed six Shoveler, one Common Redshank and a Little Egret.  

 

We drove a little bit further, by the coastline, and we reached another viewpoint: here we learnt from our leaders 

how to distinguish the three species of ringed plovers, comparing side by side individuals of each species, a great 
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opportunity for training! We spotted also some individuals of Wood Sandpiper and Temminck’s Stint, a rather 

rare species in Britain. 

 

The heat was already noticeable so, after a quick look to the pretty harbour, we sheltered inside an awarded 

gelateria, the “Don Peppinu”, where we found beautiful gourmet ice cream and granita. Driving further south, 

along the eastern coastline, we were disgusted by the increasing quantity of garbage on the roadsides: the other 

face of Sicily, with people who don’t care at all the beauty and cleanliness of their wonderful island. The Pantano 

Morghella was totally dry, then we arrived to the picturesque harbour of Portopalo di Capo Passero: there were 

only Yellow-legged Gulls. Luca told us that the quantity of garbage around was maybe three times more than in 

the last tours. 

 

Then we crossed the southern point of Sicily arriving on the south-western coast and there, at the beautiful 

beach of Granelli, we had half an hour free to walk along the shore or to have a swim in the turquoise waters of 

the Mediterranean Sea. Luca and Chris arranged the buffet for the picnic in the trunk of the vans, so we found 

the lunch available when we came back. The clouds started to gather together, assuming a rather threating dark 

grey colour. 

 

After the picnic, when we parked inside the private reserve of Pantano Cuba, a heavy shower started, so we find 

shelter inside the small office and we listened the history of this place from the passionate voice of Nino, one of 

the four people that work here. He told us how a German foundation, “Stiftung Pro Artenvielfalt”, had bought 

this lake and the adjacent Pantano Longarini three years ago with the aim to protect them from poaching, that 

used to abound in the area, and from the abusive expansion of the neighbouring tourist hotels and restaurants, 

related to the Granelli beach. An investment of almost 3.5 million euros led to the almost complete fencing of 

the two lakes, together with the adoption of a series of actions for protection, conservation and strengthening of 

the local biodiversity. We asked him about the garbage that was all around, out of the reserve, and he answered 

that it was the local reaction of the new recycling rules. The people of the villages nearby throw the bags along 

the roads or in the field, without any action from the local authorities and police. We really felt by the border of 

Europe, in an Italian version of the Far West… Luckily there were few brave people, like Nino, that were 

involved in the battle to save at least some important areas for migrants, like Pantano Cuba and Longarini! 

 

When the rain stopped, we went outside and we started our visit: we couldn’t not notice all the nest-boxes, the 

drinking pools, the piles of stones for reptiles, the perches for passerines, the bug-hotels for solitary bees, the 

mown meadows for orchids, the cleaned areas from the former green houses and garbage. Nino told us in detail 

about the project and the difficulties they had to surmount and against which they were still fighting to recover 

to biodiversity the first wetlands that a migrant bird encounters after crossing the Mediterranean from Africa. 

The results were under our eyes, because in the lake, now dry because of four months of heat, there were still a 

lot of interesting birds like Stone-curlew, Dunlin, Little and Temminck’s Stints, Kentish and Ringed Plovers, 

Audouin’s and Slender-billed Gulls, Water Rail and Curlew. 

 

We visited also the Pantano Longarini, on the other side of the road, where some ponds still had water, attracting 

some birds: tens of Little and Great Egrets, Grey Herons, Black-headed Gulls, but also the first juvenile 

Flamingo and some waders like two Turnstones, a rather rare bird in Sicily. We walked in the peace of an 

extension of Spiked Rush (Juncus acutus), a priority habitat at European level, noticing a very well-camouflaged 

Migrant Spreadwing dragonfly, but also that finally here there was almost no garbage around but few fragments, 
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promptly collected by Nino. The area used to be an open-air rubbish tip, so it was an impressive job to clean 

everything in such a short time. On the way back, we and others were proud to give Nino a donation trying to 

help such a noticeable project. 

 

After a cloudy afternoon with other showers here and there, the weather improved in the evening, so Luca finally 

settled the moth trap, while the group enjoyed the typical Sicilian “Pasta con le sarde” followed by a delicious 

swordfish. 

Day 5 Saturday 21st September 

Pantalica; Saline di Priolo & Ortigia; old Syracuse  

This morning we met at 7.15am to check the moth trap: the mild night meant the catch was particularly rich, but 

some Hornets had also entered the trap, so Chris had to be particularly careful in releasing them before we 

started to have a look to the harvest. The most obvious were a lot of Spotted Sulphur, a couple of Passengers 

and a large Spurge Hawk-moth, but there were more than 40 species represented. Even the smallest ones 

included some particularly colourful specimens like the pink erebid Eublemma cochylioides, Mint Moth, Clover 

Hayworm Moth and the gelechid Dichomeris lamprostoma. More difficult to be identify was the number of brown-

grey noctuids, among which we distinguished clearly Mediterranean Brocade, Dark Mottled Willow, Devonshire 

Wainscot, the brick-red Condica viscosa and the green Cryphia ochsi. 

 

After breakfast we moved to Floridia, to go shopping, and then, from there, we followed the valley of the river 

Anapo to reach an UNESCO World Heritage area, the Necropolis of Pantalica. This site was inhabited by 

people since the 13th century BC, so long before the arrival of Greeks in Sicily, and hosts about 4.000 tombs dug 

along the cliffs of some canyons. Unfortunately, the easy access from the Anapo valley side, we discovered, was 

closed because of a landslide. The guardian told us: “Access is forbidden, but you can jump the fence, if you 

want, a lot of people do it. But I don’t want the responsibility of opening the gate…” Rules were rather flexible 

in the island! We decided not to risk it so returned to the minibuses in order to reach Sortino and the other 

access by the top of the gorge. It was a rather bendy and hilly road that offered breath-taking views into the 

valley, particularly rich in vegetation and orchards, and a couple of sightings of Stonechats on the wires. 

 

We finally reached a nice viewpoint where we stopped to stretch our legs and to take some photos of that 

dramatic landscape: under our eyes there was a wide bend of the gorge, with the stream on the bottom, and tens 

of tombs in the far cliffs. Scanning, Chris spotted a beautiful Blue Rock Thrush singing a bit lower, while another 

nice find was a Praying Mantis on a Red Valerian. Slightly lower, we took a path that followed the edge of the 

gorge reaching the bend of the gorge that we admired from the top: the sun was bright, so there were quite a few 

butterflies around, including Common and Scarce Swallowtails, Cleopatra and Meadow Brown, and dragonflies 

like Violet Dropwing, Blue Emperor, Copper Demoiselle and Migrant Hawker. On the way back, we had our 

picnic under the shade of some trees, and we were delighted by the visit of a lovely European Dwarf Mantis. 

 

After lunch, we drove down by the coast and we stopped for a welcome ice cream in a nice gelateria in the 

village of Priolo: the settlement, at early afternoon, was rather deserted, so we were lucky to find such a good 

cool place. Then we met local guide Fabio, who works in the Saline di Priolo. This oasis of the LIPU, the Italian 

league for protection of birds, was almost totally burnt by a fire on July 10th this year and was officially closed, 

but Luca thought it was important for the group to see directly how hard it is to try to preserve these wetlands. 
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Most people and local administrations don’t have any nature sensibility, so it can be important to support the 

heroes who fight daily for conservation, helping them to feel less alone by visiting their reserves and giving them 

a little donation. We walked along the trail that leads to the only two surviving hides in a rather spectral 

landscape among the black naked trunks of the tamarisk and acacias that used to divide the reserve from the 

noise of the close beach. From the hide the birds were far, but in good numbers. We finally found the first two 

pink Greater Flamingos, a flock of more than 100 Grey Herons resting, Avocets, Black-winged Stilts and 

Kentish Plovers. Three Purple Herons and a Little Stint were also spotted, while an Osprey flew in front of the 

hide carrying a big fish and going to perch on a tree in the open. 

 

We came back to Case del Feudo earlier than usual, because for the evening we had received the invitation from 

the baron to visit his palace in Ortigia, the old city centre of Syracuse. With no time for the checklist, we met at 

5.45pm and drove through the traffic to the island of Ortigia: this island was chosen by the Greeks of Corythus 

to found a new colony in 734 BC because it was easily defendable, surrounded by two big gulfs useful for 

repairing the ships and hosting a freshwater spring that still exists, the Aretusa spring. 

 

After we found a parking place, we had a walk along the centre, seeing the beautiful temple of Apollo and the big 

Diana’s fountain in Archimedes square, until we reached the Duomo square, where the guides cgave us some 

free time to explore the cathedral and to have a wander around. Luca suggested a topic to think about: which 

one was going to be the baron’s palace among the gorgeous baroque buildings around the square? 

 

We met the baron at 7.45pm and he offered us an unexpected surprise and privilege: he led us personally to have 

a private visit to the Santa Lucia church. There we sat by the altar and we listened raptly to a lesson about the 

incredible Caravaggio’s painting of the “Burial of St. Lucy” we had in front. We discovered that Caravaggio’s 

history was strictly related to that of the Knights of Malta, which the baron was one of the most important 

members in Sicily, so we learned about the most recent discoveries and about who was portrayed in the truth 

among the faces painted behind the poor martyred body of St. Lucy. 

 

Then we crossed again the Duomo square and Luca collected each opinion about which one could have been the 

baron’s palace… nobody had the correct answer, because “It couldn’t be the largest one”. Well, it was a great 

surprise to discover that “our” palace was truly the largest one in the square, right in front of the Duomo façade! 

We climbed the great staircase and we were introduced by the baron to his residence, visiting a series of stunning 

rooms, the private chapel and the dining room. Most of the group decided to take a photo from the terrace from 

which we enjoyed the view into the populated square, one of the most attractive in Italy. 

 

For the dinner, we were hosted in the cellar, where we had a good soup with pasta and chickpeas, then meat and 

a refreshing lemon sorbet. We thanked the baron very much for the unforgettable evening, then we returned 

home, following the east coast of the island, hearing the noise of the waves. 

Day 6 Sunday 22nd September 

Vendicari and Noto. 

This morning, since the previous night we came home very late, there were no pre-breakfast activities, so we met 

at 8am. Then we drove for a last time south for about half an hour in order to reach the Reserve of Vendicari. 
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This area is managed by the Regional Agency for the State Forests in order to protect a very important Ramsar 

wetland composed of brackish water lagoons. 

 

At our arrival, despite the weather forecast that had announced sunshine, we were welcome by a light rain… 

luckily it soon stopped, but the sky kept cloudy. It wasn’t such a problem, because it allowed us to have a better 

view of the colours even on the corners where usually you get backlight, but on the other side we didn’t see 

many reptiles and only Luca had a glimpse of the Ocellated Skink. 

 

We didn’t stop by the first hide, but we kept walking along the beautiful path among the reedbeds, first, and in 

the coastal garigue later. Coming to the big lagoon, we heard loud the call of Greater Flamingos: it was a good 

sign and in fact in front of the hide we were surprised by an amazing number of birds, all mixed together in the 

shallow waters! All the waders, flamingos, spoonbills, ducks, terns, gulls, herons we missed during the week 

seemed to be there in hundreds, unbelievable: Chris listed from that single hide more than 50 species of birds! 

 

Therefore we started to scan carefully the flocks, trying to identify each species and learning from the guides how 

to tell the differences between the different waders, all similar one to the other and featuring an invariable 

brownish-grey colour, but with different sizes, legs and, first of all, bills. The tiny Little Stints, Curlew Sandpipers 

and Dunlins, the slightly bigger Ringed Plovers, the elegant Marsh Sandpiper, a raft of tens circling Spotted 

Redshanks, feeding in deep water, three Ruffs among the Greenshanks and Common Redshanks, the much 

larger Bar-tailed Godwits and Curlews. Easier to identify were the gorgeous Pied Avocets and Black-winged 

Stilts, together with the cracking number of 54 Spoonbills and maybe 1,000 Greater Flamingos with their 

stunning pink. In the distance were hundreds of Mallards, Coots, Grey Herons, Shoveler and Teal. On the right, 

a white flock of Slender-billed Gulls, with bills and legs with every shade of red and orange, together with 

begging Sandwich Terns and Black-headed Gulls. Rare birds for the area or for that season were Red Knot, 

Whiskered Tern and two Pintail, while finally all the group managed to get a view of a distant Western 

Swamphen through the scope. On a naked tree a Turtle Dove was substituted by a Peregrine Falcon, mobbed by 

Magpies and Hooded Crows. 

 

We spent two good hours in the shade of the hide, enjoying the cool breeze and the magnificent view; then we 

walked back following the coast line and the sides of another lagoon, with Sandwich Terns on posts and Great 

Cormorants resting in small islands, and we headed north to the ancient Vendicari tuna factory, called “tonnara”, 

and the medieval Swabian tower. Now the abandoned area was all renewed, so we were surprised by the contrast 

of this clean space with the horrible quantities of rubbish along the Sicilian public roads. We walked among the 

sandy-coloured columns of this structure, almost like a in roofless cathedral, with the deep blue of the sea 

behind; we were almost alone, because the few people around, despite the clouds, went directly to the beach: a 

very atmospheric experience.  

 

For lunch we stopped at a bar where, in the shade of canopies, we had a surprising dish composed of nine types 

of bruschetta bread topped with local products, such as olive paté, “capponata”, guacamole, dried tomatoes, 

tuna, artichokes, almonds and lemon jam, everything presented as a small spiral staircase. With some sunshine, a 

few butterflies also appeared, including Cleopatra, Mediterranean Skipper and Geranium Bronze. 

 

After lunch, we left Vendicari driving not far to the town of Noto, the capital of Sicilian Baroque architecture, 

part of the UNESCO Heritage of the Noto valley. This area, destroyed by a violent earthquake in 1693, was 
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totally reconstructed in the same architectonical style, characterized by the geometrical and floral ornaments, the 

elegant balconies, the rotating sculptures and by an amazing number of churches, monasteries and convents, all 

with original curved facades each one similar but slightly different from the others. To surprise was the variation 

among the same theme, with details and curved lines, always incredibly charming and in a perfect balance with 

the warm colours of the local stone, going from the pale yellow, to the ochre and the pink, particularly bright in 

the afternoon light. We had an hour and a half to explore the town centre, walking along the streets busy in 

tourists or having a break in one of the many cafés, then we climbed a series of stairs and visiting the cathedral, 

before coming back to the minibuses. 

 

This time we came back slightly earlier than usual to the Case del Feudo, in order to have the time to pack our 

baggage. After a dinner with tasty gnocchi in tomato sauce and some chicken kebab and asparagus, we went 

outside for a guided night walk with Luca and Chris. The evening was beautiful, with a lot of stars, but 

unfortunately owls were silent. We explored the walls of the houses finding a number of Moorish and Turkish 

Geckos plus tens of millipedes, some of those very big. By the swimming pool, we rescued an Italian Edible 

Frog: this little amphibian had got active with the recent rain and risked its life because of presence of chlorine in 

the water. 

Day 7 Monday 23rd September 

Penisola Magnisi and departure. 

This morning we met at 7am by the moth-trap: it was another mild and generous night with maybe almost 200 

different specimens of at least 50 species! The most obvious were clearly the biggest ones, like two Grass Eggars, 

and the most colourful ones, including an amazing Mediterranean Tiger, Geometrician, Passenger and Amah. 

But there were also some nice big noctuids, like Nutmeg, Cream Drab and Mediterranean Brocade, and gorgeous 

micros like Antigastra catalaunalis, Dichomeris lamprostoma, Ornate Hydriris Moth and Mint Moth. 

 

After breakfast we found a buffet waiting outside: with the luggage in the trunks of the buses, it would not be 

possible to arrange a picnic, so Luca and Chris decided to give us the possibility to prepare our own sandwiches. 

At 9am we were ready with the luggage by the minibuses, so we took a group photo all together in front of the 

yellow walls of Case del Feudo, said goodbye to Yeasin and left the lovely estate with its orange trees and 

vineyards. 

 

We went not far from Syracuse, to Penisola Magnisi, a peninsula that projects offshore from the ugly rusty 

industrial works of Priolo and Augusta. This site used to be inhabited by humans since the Neolithic period; the 

remains of the settlement of Thapsos were discovered here, but today it hosts an extraordinary peace, particularly 

rich prairies covered in thistles and a breath-taking deep blue sea. The Aragonese tower and the Second World 

War bunkers, are all abandoned, so we walked in the arid meadows among a number of deserted buildings where 

we spotted Blue Rock Thrush and Black-eared Wheatear. The only noise in the air but the breeze were the songs 

of Crested Larks! We flushed first 15 Stone-curlews, then a single Short-toed Lark: we managed to arrive to a 

decent distance to this “LBJ”, getting a great view from the telescopes, then another three Short-toed Larks took 

off behind us and the first joined them. On the thistles we noticed Goldfinches, Northern Wheatears, Tawny 

Pipits and a single Whinchat, while tens of Sicilian and Italian Wall Lizards ran on every direction. Most of the 

plants were dried by the heat of the past months, but we noticed some interesting late flowers like Autumn 

Mandrake (Mandragora autumnalis), Autumn Grape Hyacinth (Muscari parviflorum), Autumn Squill (Prospero 
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autumnale) and Sea Squill. When we arrived to face the Ionian Sea, we noticed some cattle grazing and we were 

surprised by the concert of Stone-curlews, invisible in the grass. 

 

On the way back, we met up with some members of the group who had decided to spend some time along the 

beach, spotting a black Western Whip Snake, and together we went a second time to the village of Priolo. Here 

we had first our sandwiches in the shade of an urban park, then we enjoyed our last “gelato” and “granita” in a 

refreshing gelateria with air-conditioning: outside was in fact particularly hot, with a temperature of almost 35°C. 

 

From Priolo the route to the airport was short, with less than a 40-minute drive: we arrived at about 2.15pm, 

with plenty of time for everybody to check in the baggage calmly. After a quick goodbye to our leaders, we were 

inside. Then the flight was on time, so we took off from Catania at 4.30pm, heading to Gatwick. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

  

Noto Mediterranean Tiger 
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only; D = dead; LO = leader only) 

      September 

  Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

1 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna           3   

2 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata       6   100   

3 Mallard Anus platyrhynchos           200   

4 Northern Pintail Anas acuta           2   

5 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca         8 50   

6 Pallid Swift Apus pallidus 1   1     4   

7 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus    1           

8 Feral Pigeon Columba livia "domestica" 50 10 200 50 5 10 20 

9 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 5 15 20 10 5 15 10 

10 European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur       1   2 1 

11 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 30 10 10 5 10 10 10 

12 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus       1       

13 Western Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio         1 2   

14 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus       2 2 4   

15 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra           200   

16 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus           2   

17 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus       1 2 1000 21 

18 Eurasian Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus       4     20 

19 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus       4 5 15   

20 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta         20 40   

21 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola           5   

22 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula       15 5 10   

23 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius       10     2 

24 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus       10 15 5   

25 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata       1   8   

26 Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica           7   

27 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres       2       

28 Red Knot Calidris canutus           1   

29 Ruff Philomachus pugnax           3   

30 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea           2   

31 Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii       5       

32 Dunlin Calidris alpina       5   30   

33 Little Stint Calidris minuta       3 1 15   

34 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago       2   1   

35 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos       1       

36 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus     1         

37 Common Redshank Tringa totanus       1 4 20   

38 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola       8   5   

39 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus           100   

40 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia       3   10   

41 Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatalis           5   

42 Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei       1   100   

43 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus       20   20   

44 Audouin's Gull Ichthyaetus audouinii 1     1       

45 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis 2     50 3 10 1D 

46 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis 5         15   

47 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida           1   
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

48 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo            7   

49 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia           54   

50 Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis           2   

51 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea       50 120 50   

52 Great Egret Ardea alba       5   8   

53 Little Egret Egretta garzetta       40 3 50   

54 Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus         1     

55 European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus   1           

56 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus     1         

57 Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus       2       

58 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo   1 4 2   2 1 

59 Western Barn Owl Tyto alba           1D   

60 Eurasian Scops Owl Otus scops H H       H   

61 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops       3     2 

62 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis       3       

63 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster   20 40 1 50 70   

64 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 1 2 3 5 2 1 5 

65 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus     1     2   

66 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius  2 3 10 2 2     

67 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica 10 5 15 20 3 5 10 

68 Western Jackdaw Corvus monedula     5         

69 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix    4 3   2 2   

70 Northern Raven Corvus corax     5   1     

71 Coal Tit Periparus ater   5           

72 European Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus   2     H   1 

73 Great Tit Parus major   2 3   H 2   

74 Woodlark Lullula arborea   2           

75 Crested Lark Galerida cristata 10   H 10 3 1 10 

76 Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla             7 

77 Sand Martin Riparia riparia       1   5   

78 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 2 10 20 30 5 100 1 

79 Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris   LO           

80 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum   20 100 1       

81 Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti H H 5 10 2H 3H   

82 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   H 1         

83 Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus       1   H   

84 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 3   2 10 7 5 3 

85 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla     H     H   

86 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin           1   

87 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis           1   

88 Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans     4     2   

89 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala 4   10 5 2 3 2 

90 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   2H H         

91 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea   1           

92 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla   2           

93 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris     1         

94 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor 10 20 20 30 5 2 100 

95 Common Blackbird Turdus merula   1 3 2 1 H   

96 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata         LO     

97 European Robin Erithacus rubecula   H     2H     

98 Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos     1         
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

99 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros   1           

100 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius 2   1   3   1 

101 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra   2   1     1 

102 European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola         3     

103 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 1           10 

104 Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica             1 

105 Italian Sparrow Passer italiae   10 5 100 5   10 

106 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus H   3 5   H   

107 Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava        LO   LOH   

108 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea       1       

109 White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba     1         

110 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris             3 

111 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis       1       

112 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   1 3         

113 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris     LOH         

114 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina           LOH   

115 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis   1 6 1     15 

116 European Serin Serinus serinus   2     20     

117 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra       LOH       

118 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia   5           

119 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus     LOH   LO     

Mammals                 

1 European Hedgehog  Erinaceus europaeus 1D       1D   1D 

2 Rat sp. Rattus sp.     1D         

3 European Free-tailed Bat Tadarina teniotis 2 1B     3H     

4 cf. Lesser Noctule cf. Nyctalus leisleri   1B           

5 Pipistrelle sp. Pipistrellus sp.   1B     1     

Amphibians                 

1 Sicilian Painted Frog Discoglossus pictus pictus         2     

2 Italian Edible Frog Pelophylax synkl. hispanicus         2 1   

Reptiles                 

1 Italian Wall Lizard Podarcis siculus 5 10 20 5 10 15 10 

2 Sicilian Wall Lizard Podarcis wagleriana 1   2   2   10 

3 Turkish Gecko Hemidactylus turcicus 1         5   

4 Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica 3       2 5   

5 Ocellated Skink Chalcides ocellatus tiligugu            LO   

6 Western Whip Snake Hierophis (viridifl.) carbonarius             1 

Butterflies                 

1 Mallow Skipper Carcharodus alceae   1 1         

2 Mediterranean Skipper Gegenes cf. nostrodamus 1   1 2   3 1 

3 Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus           2   

4 Swallowtail Papilio machaon 5   5 1 5 2 1 

5 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius         1     

6 Large White Pieris brassicae 2 1         2 

7 Small White Pieris rapae 4 5 1   1 1   



Sicily in Autumn Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     November 19 15 
 

      September 

  Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

8 Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa     1 1 1     

9 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea 1 5         1 

10 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra 1   1   3 5 1 

11 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas   2           

12 Lang's Short-tailed Blue Leptotes pirithous   5           

13 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus           3 2 

14 Southern Blue Polyommatus celina   5           

15 Brown Argus Aricia agestis   1           

16 Geranium Bronze Cacyreus marshalli 1 1 1 5   1   

17 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui 1   1 5 1 2 1 

18 Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia   2           

19 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera   3 1   1 3   

20 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus   2 1         

21 Common Grayling Hipparchia cf. semele   20           

22 Woodland Grayling Hipparchia fagi   1           

23 The Hermit Chazara briseis   3           

24 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina     1   2     

Macro Moths                 

1 Pale Shoulder Acontia lucida         1   5 

2 Knot Grass Acronicta rumicis             1 

3 Sorcerer Aedia leucomelas             1 

4 Heart and Dart Agrotis cf. exclamationis             1 

5 Dark Sword Grass Agrotis ipsilon             1 

6 Shuttle-shaped Dart Agrotis puta         2   2 

7 Gregson's Dart Agrotis spinifera         2   1 

8 Crescent Dart Agrotis trux         1   1 

9 Nutmeg Anarta trifolii             1 

10 Giant Looper Ascotis selenaria         1     

11 Porter's Rustic Athetis hospes         5   10 

12 Flame Axylia putris         3     

13 Pale Mottled Willow Caradrina clavipalpis             1 

14 A noctuid Condica viscosa         2   1 

15 A noctuid Cryphia cf. ochsi         2   1 

16 Blair's Mocha Cyclophora cf. puppillaria             1 

17 Mediterranean Tiger Cymbalophora pudica             1 

18 The Amah Dysauxes famula             1 

19 An erebid Dysauxes cf. servula             1 

20 Passenger Dysgonia algira         3   1 

21 Hoary Footman Eilema cf. caniola         2   5 

22 Spotted Sulphur Emmelia trabealis 1       10   25 

23 Common Carpet Epirrhoe alternata         1   2 

24 An erebid Eublemma cochylioides         1     

25 Bordered Emerald Eucrostes indigenata             2 

26 Lime-speck Pug Eupithecia centaureata             3 

27 Geometrician Grammodes stolida         1   2 

28 Vine's Rustic Hoplodrina cf. ambigua         1   1 

29 Spurge Hawkmoth Hyles euphorbiae         1     

30 Portland Ribbon Wave Idaea degeneraria         4   1 

31 Lustrous Least Carpet Idaea filicata         2     

32 Small Dusty Wave Idaea seriata         1   1 

http://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/species.php?species=argiolus
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

33 Oak Eggar Lasiocampa quercus 1             

34 Grass Eggar Lasiocampa trifolii             2 

35 Devonshire Wainscot Leucania putrescens         1     

36 Hummingbird Hawk-moth Macroglossum stellatarum 1   1         

37 An erebid Metachrostis velox             1 

38 An erebid Nodaria nodosalis         1   2 

39 Lesser Yellow Underwing Noctua cf. comes         1     

40 Willow Beauty Peribatodes rhomboidaria         1     

41 Ruby Tiger Phragmatobia fuliginosa         1   1 

42 Un-named Noctuid Pseudozarba bipartita         5   2 

43 The Vestal Rhodometra sacraria   1 1 1 5   1 

44 A geometrid Scopula minorata         1     

45 Lace Border Scopula ornata         2   1 

46 Dark Mottled Willow Spodoptera cilium         5   20 

47 Small Mottled Willow Spodoptera exigua             1 

48 Mediterranean Brocade Spodoptera littoralis         5   20 

49 Four-spotted Tyta luctuosa         15   5 

50 Cream Drab Xanthodes albago             1 

Micro Moths                 

1 A crambid Achyra nudalis         10   5 

2 A crambid Antigastra catalaunalis             1 

3 Locust Bean Moth Apomyelois ceratoniae         1   1 

4 Carnation Tortrix Cacoecimorpha pronubana         1     

5 Privet Tortrix Clepsis consimilana             2 

6 Unidentified crambid Crambidae sp.         5     

7 A gelechid Dichomeris lamprostoma         1   3 

8 An elachistid Ethmia bipunctella         3   4 

9 Unidentified gelechid Gelechidae sp.         1     

10 Ornate Hydriris Moth Hydriris ornatalis             1 

11 Gold Triangle Hypsopygia costalis         1     

12 A pyralid Maradana fuscolimbalis             5 

13 A nolid Nola infantula             2 

14 Rush Veneer Nomophila noctuella             1 

15 A crambid Palpita vitrialis             3 

16 Unidentified pyralid Pyralidae sp.             2 

17 Mint Moth Pyrausta aurata         3   1 

18 Beet Webworm Moth Spoladea recurvalis             1 

19 A pyralid Stemmatophora brunnealis         1     

20 Unidentified tortricid Tortricidae sp.         2     

Other Invertebrates                 

1 Copper Demoiselle Calopteryx haemorrhoidalis         1     

2 Migrant Spreadwing Lestes barbarus       1       

3 Island Bluetail Ischnura graellsii     1         

4 Migrant Hawker Aeshna cf. mixta         1 1   

5 Vagrant Emperor Anax ephippiger             2 

6 Blue Emperor Anax imperator         2 2 2 

7 Lesser Emperor Anax parthenope 1   1 1 1 2 1 

8 Keeled Skimmer Orthetrum coerulescens     1         
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

9 Broad Scarlet Crocothemis erythraea     2 1       

10 Keeled Skimmer Orthetrum coerulescens      1         

11 Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii 2     21       

12 Southern Darter Sympetrum meridionale       5   2   

13 Violet Dropwing Trithemis annulata         1 1   

14 A bush cricket Rhacocleis cf. neglecta           1   

15 Yellow-winged Grasshopper Oedipoda fuscocincta     ✓   1     

16 Blue-winged Grasshopper Oedipoda caerulescens   10 ✓         

17 Red-winged Grasshopper Oedipoda miniata 1   ✓       3 

18 Egyptian Grasshopper Anacridium aegyptium 1             

19 Cone-headed Grasshopper Acrida ungarica     5         

20 Cicada Cricket Svercus palmetorum             1 

21 European Dwarf Mantis  Ameles spallanzania         1     

22 Praying Mantis Mantis religiosa   1     1     

23 Tiger Mosquito Aedes albopictus   1           

24 A robber fly Asilidae sp.             1 

25 Honey Bee Apis mellifera     ✓         

26 Carpenter Bee Xylocopa cf. violacea 1       1 1   

27 A sand digger wasp Crabronidae sp. 1       1     

28 Hornet Vespa crabro       5 4 1 1 

29 Seven Spot Ladybird Coccinella septempunctata   ✓           

30 A handsome fungus beetle Ancylopus melanocephalus         1     

31 A jumping spider Salticidae sp.   1           

32 An orbweaver spider Neoscona subfusca               

33 Lobed Argiope Argiope lobata 3             

34 Millipede sp. Julidae sp.   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Plants 

Common Name Scientific Name Location (first or best) 

   

Ferns & allies Pterydophytes  

Bracken Pteridium aquilinum Mount Etna   

            

Conifers Gymnosperms         

Common Juniper Juniperus communis Mount Etna   

Prickly Juniper Juniperus oxycedrus Vendicari     

Aleppo Pine Pinus halepensis Mount Etna   

Corsican Pine Pinus nigra laricio Mount Etna   

Umbrella Pine Pinus pinea Mount Etna   

            

Dicotyledon Flowering Plants Dicot Angiosperms         

Bear's Breeches Acanthus mollis Neapolis     

Mastic Pistacia lentiscus Capo Murro di Porco 

Rock Samphire Crithmum maritimum Capo Murro di Porco 

Wild Carrot Daucus carota Case del Feudo   

Field Eryngo Eryngium campestre Penisola Magnisi   

Giant Fennel Ferula communis Mout Etna     

Wild Fennel Foeniculum vulgare Pantano Cuba   

Oleander Nerium oleander Catania     

Common Ivy Hedera helix Mount Etna   

Pine Thistle Carlina gummifera Capo Murro di Porco 

A carline thistle Carlina cf. hispanica Penisola Magnisi   
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Common Name Scientific Name Location (first or best) 

   

A knapweed Centaurea cf. giardinae Mount Etna   

A knapweed Centaurea cf. sphaerocephala Saline di Priolo   

Rush Skeletonweed Chondrilla juncea Mount Etna   

Bristly Oxtongue Helminthotheca echioides Case del Feudo   

A lettuce Lactuca sp. Mount Etna   

Golden Samphire Limbarda crithmoides Capo Murro di Porco 

Illyrian Thistle Onopordum cf. illyricum Penisola Magnisi   

Etna Tansy Tanacetum siculum Mount Etna   

Pale Yellow Dandelion Urospermum dalechampii Pantalica     

A barberry Berberis aetnensis Mount Etna   

Etna Birch Betula aetnensis Mount Etna   

Purple Viper's-bugloss Echium cf. plantagineum Mount Etna   

European Heliotrope Heliotropium europaeum Capo Murro di Porco 

European Searocket Cakile maritima Marzamemi     

White Rocket Diplotaxis erucoides Pantano Cuba   

Sweet Alyssum Lobularia maritima Capo Murro di Porco 

Prickly Pear Opuntia ficus-indica Capo Murro di Porco 

Caper Bush Capparis spinosa Capo Murro di Porco 

Red Valerian Centranthus ruber Mount Etna   

Tunicflower Petrorhagia saxifraga Capo Murro di Porco 

Bladder Campion Silene vulgaris Capo Murro di Porco 

Field Bindweed Convolvulus arvensis Marzamemi     

Mallow Bindweed Convolvulus althaeoides Pantano Cuba   

Navelwort Umbilicus rupestris Vendicari     

Squirting Cucumber Ecballium elaterium Marzamemi     

Many-flowered Heath Erica cf. multiflora Cava Grande di Cass. 

Mediterranean Spurge Euphorbia characias Cava Grande di Cass. 

Tree Spurge Euphorbia dendroides Capo Murro di Porco 

Castor Oil Plant Ricinus communis Cava Grande di Cass. 

Coojong Acacia saligna Granelli beach   

Etna Milk-vetch Astragalus siculus Mount Etna   

Carob Tree Ceratonia siliqua Pantalica     

Etna Broom Genista aetnensis Mount Etna   

Spanish Broom Spartium junceum Mount Etna   

Black Locust Robinia pseudoacacia Mount Etna   

Sweet Chestnut Castanea sativa Mount Etna   

Beech Fagus Selvatica Mount Etna   

Holm Oak Quercus ilex Neapolis     

Downy Oak Quercus pubescens Mount Etna   

Pyramidal St.John's-wort Hypericum triquetrifolium Capo Murro di Porco 

Lesser Calamint Clinopodium cf. nepeta Cava Grande di Cass. 

Rosemary Rosmarinus officinalis Pantalica     

Purple Loosestrife Lythrum salicaria Priolo     

Common Fig Ficus carica Cava Grande di Cass. 

Marvel of Peru Mirabilis jalapa Neapolis     

Olive Olea europaea Case del Feudo   

Hoary Willowherb Epilobium cf. parviflorum Vendicari     

A toadflax Linaria multicaulis aetnensis Mount Etna   

Purple Toadflax Linaria purpurea Capo Murro di Porco 

A plantain Plantago crassifolia Vendicari     

A sea-lavender Limonium narbonense Vendicari     

A sea-lavender Limonium cf. virgatum Vendicari     

Mediterranean Buckthorn Rhamnus alaternus Case del Feudo   
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Common Name Scientific Name Location (first or best) 

   

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna Cava Grande di Cass. 

Almond-leaved Pear Pyrus amygdaliformis Cava Grande di Cass. 

Dog Rose Rosa canina Etna       

Elm-leaf Blackberry Rubus ulmifolius Case del Feudo   

Thorny Burnet Sarcopoterium spinosum Capo Murro di Porco 

Putoria Plocama calabrica Pantalica     

Aspen Populus tremula Mount Etna   

Osyris Osyris alba Cava Grande di Cass. 

Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus Mount Etna   

A mullein Verbascum cf. sinuatum Penisola Magnisi   

Tree of Heaven Ailanthus altissima Mount Etna   

Mandrake Mandragora autumnalis Penisola Magnisi   

Bittersweet Solanum dulcamara Vendicari     

French Tamarisk Tamarix cf. gallica Pantano Longarini 

Flax-leaved Daphne Daphne gnidium Cava Grande di Cass. 

West Indies Lantana Lantana camara Neapolis     

            

Monocotyledon Flowering Plants Monocot Angiosperms         

Sea Daffodil Pancratium maritimum Saline di Priolo   

Mediterranean Dwarf Palm Chamaerops humilis Capo Murro di Porco 

Wild Asparagus Asparagus acutifolius Capo Murro di Porco 

Sea Squill Drimia maritima Cava Grande di Cass. 

Autumn Grape Hyacinth Muscari parviflorum Penisola Magnisi   

Autumn Squill Prospero autumnale Penisola Magnisi       

Spiny Rush Juncus acutus Pantano Longarini 

Giant Reed Arundo donax Case del Feudo   

Hare's Tail Lagurus ovatus Cava Grande di Cass. 

Common Reed Phragmites australis Siracusa     

Neptune Grass Posidonia oceanica  Marzamemi       

Branched Asphodel Asphodelus ramosus Cava Grande di Cass. 

 

Autumn Squill Lobed Argiope 


