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Tour participants: Jessica Turner & Paul Harmes (leaders) with 15 Naturetrek clients 

 

Summary 
 

Puglia, the ‘heel’ of southern Italy, never fails to delight, with its array of Mediterranean flowers, especially the 

orchids. We agreed that the grounds of the second hotel are special indeed, with the phenomenal numbers and 

density of orchids just yards from our rooms. The Salento area near Capo d’Otranto, is also good for migrant 

birds, and we enjoyed good sightings of Marsh and Hen Harriers and Eastern Black-eared and Northern Wheatears 

there. The Lesser Kestrels, especially round Matera, were also a delight. We saw a good range of butterflies and 

other insects, and Andrew’s enthusiasm for looking under boulders, as well as his extensive knowledge of 

Hymenoptera was a bonus. The weather was mixed and generally cool, especially in the last few days, but we were 

very fortunate in dodging most of the rain and we made the most of the sun. Good company and delicious food, 

as well as the great sightings, all made for an excellent week. 

 

 
 

Day 1                                                                                  Tuesday 11th April 

Fly Bari, transfer Otranto 

Most group members flew from London Gatwick on the 12.20pm Easyjet flight to Bari, where we met the 

remaining three who had arrived earlier and reported seeing Hoopoes while waiting for us. We soon sorted the 

minibuses and were driving south along the coastal ‘Adriatic highway’ past Brindisi, and we enjoyed the Crown 

Daisies (Glebionis coronarium) along the route. As well as the common Magpies and Collared Doves, we noted a few 

Swallows and several Common Kestrels, as well as glimpsing a couple of possible Red-footed Falcons. We stopped 

at a service station just before Lecce for a brief leg stretch, before continuing south and then east towards Otranto, 

noting the increasing numbers of dead Olive trees, killed by the bacterial infection Xylella fastidiosa that has killed 

so many of the area’s Olives in the last decade, although it was good to see some groves replanted, presumably 

with a resistant strain. 

It was dark as we approached the hotel, with a couple of bats being seen and Scop’s Owls calling in the pine trees. 

We quickly checked in, receiving a warm welcome from Alex, the owner, and enjoyed a delicious meal, after which 

we were very ready for our beds. 

Day 2                                                                            Wednesday 12th April 

Capo d’Otranto, Otranto area 

We woke to a beautiful morning, with the rising sun soon raising the temperature after a chilly, clear night. Those 

out early with Paul reported Pied Flycatcher, a group of Long-tailed Tits and a Hummingbird Hawk-moth, with 

Hoopoe being heard.  
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After a good breakfast, we left at 9am, driving the short distance to a low ridge of limestone near the Capo 

d’Otranto, where we explored the scrubby grassland. Large numbers of hirundines, both Barn Swallows and House 

Martins were flying in off the sea, with a few Common Swift also noted. A Woodchat Shrike perched prominently 

in an Olive bush (Olea europaea), with a neighbouring Common Whitethroat, and a Corn Bunting singing from the 

top. A Crested Lark (the southern Italian subspecies apuliae) showed well on the fence and a Common Nightingale 

sang from the depths of a bush, eventually being seen by one group member. Several Marsh Harriers flew through, 

some showing well, and a ‘ring-tail’ (female or juvenile) Hen Harrier showed a white rump. 

Meanwhile, the flora was attracting attention, with Jerusalem Sage (Phlomis fruticosa) flowering well, as well as the 

dark-blue Dyer’s Alkanet (Alkanna tinctoria). Pyramidal Orchids (Anacamptis pyramidalis) were abundant, just coming 

out, and we also found good numbers of Sawfly Orchids (Ophrys tenthredinifera), Pink Butterfly Orchids (Anacamptis 

papilionacea), and both Yellow Bee Orchids Ophrys lutea subsp. lutea and subsp. galilea, the latter having a narrower 

yellow lip band and brown ‘bunny-ears’, together with a spike of Apulian Ophrys (Ophrys holosericea, formerly O. 

fuciflora, subsp. apulica) and some Small-flowered Tongue-orchids (Serapias parviflora). Other notable plants included 

a single spike of the bellflower Asyneuma limonifolium, which is special to Puglia within Italy, but which also occurs 

across the Adriatic. Butterflies on the wing included Swallowtail, Wall Brown, Baton Blue and Eastern Dappled 

White, and a Ragusa’s Nine-spotted moth was photographed. Italian Wall Lizards were scurrying about, sometimes 

showing well, and Giant Centipedes were under a piece of wood. A field margin held swathers of Corn Marigold 

(Glebionis segetum), lacy white Tordylium (Tordylium apulum), some showing their tennis-racket seed pods, red 

Common Poppies (Papaver rhoeas), Field Gladiolus (Gladiolus italicus) and Bellardia (Bartsia trixago) among other 

species. There was so much to look at in every direction, but eventually, we made it back to the minibuses! 

We moved on, but only as far as the Punta Palascia lighthouse at Capo d’Otranto. This is the most easterly point 

of mainland Italy, closer to the Albanian coast and Corfu than Naples, and is the point where the Adriatic Sea is 

said to join the Ionian Sea. It was noted that some mobile phones welcomed us to Greece! A very smart Northern 

Wheatear was feeding by the track. We started to walk down the path towards the lighthouse, noting the fragrant 

leaves of Myrtle (Myrtus communis), Lentisk, also known as Mastic Bush (Pistacia lentiscus), and also the tiny holly-

leaved Kermes Oak (Quercus coccifera). The striking Figwort Scrophularia lucida was growing on rocks, together with 

Prasium (Prasium majus) and the endemic Campanula versicolor, the latter only showing leaves. Linnet was seen, and 

we had nice views of a pair of Sardinian Warblers. There were numerous black Carpenter Bees Xylocopa iris, with 

the females collecting mud on the path, while butterflies included a Scarce Swallowtail. Again, we had some 

excellent views of the Italian Wall Lizards, often more or less at eye level on the rocky cliffs. A solitary gull on the 

sea was Audouin’s Gull, showing its red and black bill, although distant and bobbing about. A pink found as we 

were returning was later identified as Dianthus japigicus, known from ‘rocky areas near the sea between Leuca and 

Otranto, especially Punta Palascia’ – a very local endemic! 

We returned to the hotel for our picnic, taken on the sunny terrace, and including local wine and cheeses from the 

next-door farm. A Swallowtail flew by, and Goldfinches twittered overhead. Replete and refreshed, we gathered 
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again at 3pm to head to the local town of Otranto. We took the road to the port, parking on the edge of the old 

town and taking time to explore its narrow streets, the Aragonese castle and city walls, and Cathedral with a 

fascinating twelfth-century mosaic floor representing the tree of life. There was also plenty of time to sample local 

café culture and gelati! 

We were back at the minibuses at 5.30pm. Returning to the hotel, we saw a very close, male Marsh Harrier and 

another Woodchat Shrike. After a break, we met to discuss the day and update our checklists before another 

delicious meal, agreeing it had been an excellent first day. The Scop’s Owls were calling again through the night. 

Day 3                                                                             Thursday 13th April 

Le Cesine and the coast road 

We woke to another fine morning, although there was a little more cloud and a strengthening wind. The southerly 

wind continued to increase through the day, resulting in virtually no bird migration being seen. Those out early 

heard Nightingale, as well as the Hoopoe again, but the latter remained elusive. Our main destination today was 

the area of Le Cesine, with its Olive groves, lakes, evergreen woodland and sand dunes. This lies further up the 

coast, so we retraced our steps past Capo d’Otranto, the journey being slowed by some ‘interesting’ diversions 

round the back of some of the villages, but we enjoyed the amazing colour of the sea in the morning sun. A Marsh 

Harrier was noted en route. 

 

We reached Le Cesine and parked on a closed-off section of road, admiring the swathes of the endemic Stork’s-

bill Erodium nervulosum, with its showy pink flowers, and numerous spikes of Early Spider Orchid (Ophrys sphegodes). 

The shrubs included pink Cistus creticus, white Sage-leaved Cistus (Cistus salvifolius), Mediterranean Buckthorn 

(Rhamnus alaternus) and Lentisk, while the yellow-flowered Blue Wattles (Acacia saligna), although not native, were 

flowering well. There were bright patches of the endemic Rock-rose Helianthemum jonium, with narrower leaves 

than the usual species, and numerous bright Cleopatra butterflies were on the wing. We also saw several of the 

very large Egyptian Grasshoppers. A juvenile Short-toed Snake Eagle flew overhead, a new species for this trip. 

Goldfinches, Sardinian Warbler, Blue and Great Tits and Blackcap were mainly heard, as well as very vociferous 

Cetti’s Warblers. A purple-tinged broomrape was probably Hairy Broomrape (Orobanche pubescens). European Pond 

Turtles were basking on dead branches in a ditch, disappearing into the water when disturbed. A group of feral 

pigs / Wild Boar appeared by the path but then ran off: apparently these animals have become a problem in the 

area over the last few years and are thought to be a cross between Wild Boar and domesticated pig. There were 

plenty of signs of their activity. 

The path goes through the WWF reserve, where entry is not permitted on either side, but access is allowed through 

to the sea. We followed it through dense woodland of Aleppo Pine, Eucalyptus and Evergreen Oak (Quercus ilex), 

noting Ivy (Hedera helix) and Smilax (Smilax aspera) among the tangled undergrowth. Further on, the path went 

between two lakes, where we saw more Turtles, but otherwise a few Coot, and Great Crested and Little Grebes. 

Frogs were calling, probably the Edible Frog complex, but we couldn’t see any. A Fox ran across the path and 
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disappeared into the scrub. The puddles in the path increased until we reached a flood between the lakes, and we 

had to retrace our steps. 

We returned via the Olive grove, with Adonis Blue, Brown Argus, Eastern Bath White and Eastern Dappled White 

butterflies, Horseshoe Vetch (Hippocrepis glauca), Branched Broomrape (Orobanche ramosa), Sand Catchfly (Silene 

conica) and Small-flowered Tongue Orchids (Serapias parviflora) among other species. We had our picnic sitting on a 

bank, during which some saw a Hoopoe fly over. A broomrape on the traffic island was Thyme Broomrape 

(Orobanche alba) – often confusingly red! 

We then started our return south, stopping at an area of beach north of Torre Specchia, where we explored the 

road verge and the shore. On the sandy beach edge, we recorded large patches of blue ‘Afternoon Iris’, Barbary 

Nut (Moraea sisyrinchium) and pink Silene colorata, as well as Cottonweed (Achillea, formerly Otanthus, maritima), Sea 

Stock (Matthiola sinuata), and some fine and sturdy spikes of Common Broomrape (Orobanche minor). A couple of 

fine spikes of Apulian Ophrys were on the verge. On the shore we also noted the strange balls (egagropili) which 

are composed of the compressed leaf-bases of the Neptune-grass (Posidonia oceanica). The sea was an amazing 

turquoise but quite rough and, despite scanning, no birds could be seen. 

We arrived home at about 4.30pm and met to update our lists at 6.15, before another excellent meal.  

Day 4                                                                                 Friday 14th April 

Transfer to Parco delle Querce 

Today we had to say goodbye to the Masseria Panareo and the Salento region of Puglia. The overnight rain stopped 

soon after dawn, giving way to beautiful morning of blue skies and sun, with much less wind. We packed up and 

said our farewells, leaving at 9am. However, we only drove as far as the ridge of scrubby grassland where we had 

stopped a couple of days before. It was immediately obvious that the weather had caused a ‘fall’ of migrants, 

especially Wheatears. We had good views of Northern Wheatear and Eastern Black-eared Wheatear, including a 

very smart male. Other Black-eared Wheatears looked sandier and darker and may well have been the Western 

Black-eared species. Whinchats showed well and we had superb views of a Zitting Cisticola. A Common Rock 

Thrush perched briefly on the top of an Olive but couldn’t be relocated, and Woodchat Shrikes again gave good 

views. A male Hen Harrier came in off the sea but flew below the ridge, and several Lesser Kestrels were high 

above us. Meanwhile, the flowers were being enjoyed again, and Invertebrates included a fine Turkish Gecko and 

a House Centipede Scutigera coleoptrata, both under rocks. Moving on, we then stopped near the lighthouse for Paul 

to check an enormous broomrape we had noted growing on a roadside bend: it was Bean Broomrape (Orobanche 

crenata). Meanwhile a Montagu’s Harrier flew past but disappeared behind the Military Base. 

We continued our journey northwards via Lecce and Brindisi, with a stop for coffee near Latiano. We then left the 

main road at Grottaglie, cutting across country to Crispiano and the minor road to our next hotel, noting the 

Almond-leaved Pear (Pyrus spinosa) and Spiny Broom (Calicotome infesta) in flower along the way. We saw a group of 

small dark falcons, again probably Red-footed Falcons as well as Common and Lesser Kestrels and Common 
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Buzzard. We arrived at the Parco delle Querce just after 1pm, receiving a warm welcome from Martino. We ate 

our picnic in the courtyard and settled in, before gathering to explore the hotel grounds. 

A few steps from the hotel buildings took us into orchid paradise! As well as numerous Early Spider Orchids, we 

found masses of Bertoloni’s Bee Orchids and hybrids between them (Ophrys x flavicans nm. bertoloniformis), with a 

variety of greenish-pink sepals and petals and sizeable specula on the lips. There were also more Sawfly Orchids 

(Ophrys tenthredinifera) and Bumblebee Orchids (Ophrys bombyliflora), Yellow Bee Orchids (Ophrys lutea), Small Yellow 

Bee Orchids (O. lutea subsp. galilea), Green-winged Orchids (Anacamptis morio), showing a range of colours, and 

Pink Butterfly Orchids (Anacamptis papilionacea), and their hybrid Anacamptis x nicodemii, formerly x gennarii, again 

with intermediate characteristics. As well as a few Apulian Orchids (Ophrys holosericea subsp. apulica), we also found 

the nominate species Late Spider Orchid (O. holosericea), and there were several dead spikes of the early-flowering 

Giant Orchid (Himantoglossum robertianum). One of the many highlights was the enormous number of Naked Man 

Orchids (Orchis italica). We just didn’t know what to look at next and had to be very careful where we trod! A chilly 

wind and some showers were not good for butterflies or birds, although an Eastern Subalpine Warbler sang from 

a thick bush and a Hoopoe was seen later. 

We met in the bar-cum-breakfast room for a Welcome Drink at 6.30pm and updated our lists with all the day’s 

sightings, before having dinner in one of the trulli, the conical buildings characteristic of this part of Puglia, four 

of which were a farmhouse and are now the hotel dining room. A frog, with a very penetrating, almost musical, 

trilling call, was calling from the swimming pool in the courtyard (the pool being closed and not yet cleaned out). 

Day 5                                                                                 Saturday 15th April 

Gravina di Laterza 

Our destination today was the canyon at Laterza, managed by LIPU, the Italian equivalent of the RSPB, which lies 

in the west of the province. It was a cold morning and those out early described it as very quiet birdwise. After a 

delicious breakfast, we made up picnics on the courtyard tables, and were ready to leave by 8.45am. As we were 

leaving, a male Hen Harrier was seen high above us. We took a cross-country route along the ridge of hills. We 

made a stop at a road junction of two unclassified roads near Croce Grande because there were some Iris 

pseudopumila, with lemon-yellow flowers with dark falls This is the dominant colour form in Puglia and the Italian 

name of the iris translates as the ‘Apulian-Sicilian Iris’. There were also many orchids on the verge, although 

nothing new. We then skirted Mottola and picked up the SS7, part of the Appian Way from Rome to Brindisi, 

turning off to Laterza, with the reserve on the edge of the town. 

There has been an Egyptian Vulture reintroduction scheme here, which has not worked, so this has moved to 

another ravine, although a single vulture returned to Laterza last year. However, they maintain a raptor feeding 

station on the far side of the ravine, and this was being visited by Black Kites, Common Buzzards and Hooded 

Crows. We set off to walk along the edge of the gorge, enjoying the stunning scenery. From the first viewpoint, 

the Black Kites gave excellent views, sometimes above us, sometimes below. Lesser Kestrels were also overhead. 
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A Grey Heron took off from the river below, a couple of Grey Wagtails were on rocks by the water, and we could 

hear frogs calling, probably of the Italian Hybrid Frog complex. A Blue Rock Thrush was singing from the far side 

and was seen by some through the scope. 

The taller vegetation included Macedonian Oak (Quercus trojana), Manna Ash (Fraxinus ornus), Montpellier Maple 

(Acer monspessulanus) and Prickly Juniper (Juniperus oxycedrus), and abundant Narrow-leaved Cistus (Cistus 

monspessulanus), just coming into flower. Further on, we also saw Terebinth Trees (Pistacia terebinthus) with their 

reddish young foliage, and Eastern Hornbeam (Carpinus orientalis). In open areas we started to find orchids, with 

new ones today being Tongue Orchid (Serapias lingua), Small-patterned Orchid (Ophrys holosericea subsp. 

parvimaculata) and the tall Gargano Orchid (Ophrys sphegodes subsp. passionis) with frilly petals and a large lip. One of 

the orchids, showing marbling in the speculum but with green petals and sepals, may have been a hybrid of Ophrys 

holosericea subsp. candica and O. sphegodes or parvimaculata (or all three! – it just didn’t look quite ‘right’). Andrew found 

a couple of small scorpions, Euscopius flavicaudis, and Italian Wall Lizards scurried about. Butterflies included a 

Scarce Swallowtail, which perched for some, Swallowtail, which didn’t, Brimstone, Cleopatra, Small Copper and 

Orange Tip, among others. We ate our picnics looking down into the gorge. We walked at our own pace, with a 

couple continuing further, hearing and seeing Lanner Falcon. The dark clouds were building as we returned, but 

we stayed dry. As we returned to the hotel, we agreed that it was a magical location. 

After a break, we updated our lists in the warmth of the lounge, with heavy rain outside. This evening we had to 

eat in the large function hall on the hotel site as there were a couple of parties happening there. 

Day 6                                                                                  Sunday 16th April 

Bosco delle Pianelle; hotel grounds 

We woke to a foggy morning, but the rain had stopped, and again exceptionally quiet in terms of birds: the cold 

and damp is not conducive to singing! However, those out early discovered another beautiful area of the hotel 

grounds to explore later. After breakfast, we set off to drive the short distance to the Bosco delle Pianelle, a wooded 

collapsed cavern or doline. The fog had lifted, and it was mainly cloudy but dry and chilly. 

We walked down the path into the wood, at this level Holm Oak (Quercus ilex). Bifid Dead-nettle (Lamium bifidum) 

and the tiny, mauve Spring Rock-cress (Arabis verna) were growing by the path. Blackcap sang, but couldn’t be 

located, Swifts, House Martins and a few Swallows flew over a field, and several Jays were in the Holm Oaks. A 

Buzzard called but was hidden by the branches. The path climbed to an open meadow, now being encroached by 

Narrow-leaved Cistus (Cistus monspeliensis), where there are the remains of a charcoal-workers’ trullo. It was 

interesting to see the structure and construction of the building, and the walls and rubble held plants including the 

Pennywort Umbilicus chloranthus (restricted in Italy to Puglia but also in the Balkans), as well as two species of 

Scorpion and several spiders. The open areas held some fine Iris pseudopumila, all lemon with dark falls, and more 

Pink Butterfly and Green-winged Orchids. We also found a pale cream spike of Roman Orchid (Dactylorhiza 
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romana). The sun came out briefly and so did butterflies, with Orange Tip, Small Copper, Wall Brown and Small 

Heath being seen. 

We walked back into the wood, with the path descending gently. As we got lower, the vegetation changed to mainly 

the deciduous Eastern Hornbeam (Carpinus orientalis) and we started to see ferns: Irish Spleenwort (Asplenium 

onopteris), Black Spleenwort (A. adiantum-nigrum) and very robust Maidenhair Spleenwort (A. trichomanes). At a 

specimen tree of Holm Oak, we took the uphill path, diverting to a viewpoint from which we could see the doline 

and the vegetation layers. We then returned by another, more open path through the wood, with more Iris 

pseudopumila and Roman Orchids, as well as Strawberry Tree (Arbutus unedo). The sky became very black as we 

returned to the vehicles and just as we were leaving, the heavens opened, and there was a heavy, thundery shower.  

We ate our relaxed picnic in the warm and dry of the breakfast room of the hotel as the heavy rain eased. It was 

bright again by 3.30pm, when most of the group gathered to explore further the grounds of the hotel. Again, we 

marvelled at the density and diversity of the orchids, adding this afternoon Ploughshare Tongue-orchid (Serapias 

vomeracea) and Oriental Tongue-orchid (S. vomeracea subsp. orientalis) with a brighter, blood-red, wider lip. These 

were growing side by side with Tongue Orchids (S. lingua), so we were able to compare and contrast them. We also 

found a likely specimen of the hybrid between Early and Late Spider Orchid (O. x arachnitiformis). An old arable 

field held massive specimens of Tassel Hyacinth, including a pink one, flowering Large-headed Thistle (Carduus 

macrocephalus) and Large Venus’ Looking-glass (Legousia speculum-veneris). Again, the sky turned black and most of us 

just about got back to our rooms before the rain fell again, giving a very wet evening. 

After updating our lists in the lounge, we ate again in the trulli. 

Day 7                                                                                   Monday 17th April 

Matera 

The weather forecast for today was not promising, but rain had stopped when we woke, although everything was 

still very wet. After breakfast at 7.30am, we left at 8.30, taking the road along the ridge towards Mottola and joining 

again the Appian Way. We stopped for a break near Laterza, seeing a wet-looking Common Buzzard, Black Kite, 

and both Common and Lesser Kestrels. As we continued west towards Matera, we saw more Lesser Kestrels 

hunting over the fields. We turned up the steep road onto the Murgia Materana, the plain opposite the city, where 

we parked by the (closed) visitor centre. Lesser Kestrels were all around, Matera hosting the largest colony in Italy. 

We set off walking the muddy path towards the road to the Belvedere, which is now closed to traffic. We were 

soon finding familiar orchids in the short grass, along with Corn Mignonette (Reseda phyteuma) and the bright blue 

Flax Linum squamulosum subsp. tommasinii. We also found the communal caterpillars of Franconian Lackey. By the 

road was Silvery Sage (Salvia argentea) and pink Mallow-leaved Bindweed (Convolvulus althaeoides). We walked to a 

viewpoint from where we could look over the ravine to Matera, seeing the layers of housing with the sassi areas of 

cave-dwellings and the more modern buildings above. A Black Kite was flying below us in the gorge, giving superb 
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views, and we also saw Raven and a Little Egret. Skylark was singing as well as Crested Lark. We had a light shower 

which didn’t last too long, but there was a cold wind. 

After cleaning most of the sticky red mud off our boots, we re-joined the minibuses, stopping again in the lee of 

the rocky edge to the plain. Here, where it was more sheltered, and with the sun appearing briefly, we found the 

purple Stock Matthiola fruticulosa, Golden Drops (Onosma echioides) and very fragrant Shrubby Thyme (Thymbra 

capitata), some of which was in flower. A Sardinian Warbler flew into a nearby bush, calling loudly, and butterflies 

included Holly Blue, Small Copper and a Swallowtail. A new orchid was Sombre Bee Orchid (Ophrys fusca), with 

first one, then several being found. 

It was then time to drive into Matera. We had planned to park near the bus station but discovered the carpark had 

been dug up (without reference to Google Maps!), so we had to find an alternative, fortunately nearby. We then 

walked for about 20 minutes into the historic area of the sassi where, because of the weather forecast, we had 

booked lunch in a cave restaurant in order to eat in the dry. This delightful place was overlooking the ravine, and 

we could see where we had been earlier. After a delicious light lunch of pasta or risotto, during which there was 

another rain shower, we emerged into a dry afternoon. The group had time to explore the city, taking little alleyways 

up and down, with some visiting the Cathedral and a museum of cave life. The caves in the sassi were occupied 

from earliest times until the 1950’s when they were condemned as unsuitable for habitation, but more recently 

have been restored into a variety of purposes; there are also several very ancient cave churches. 

We met back in the main square at 4.15pm to walk back to the minibuses, arriving back at the hotel a little after 

6pm. We met again at 7.15pm, doing our lists and last-evening admin. before a final dinner. 

 

Day 8                                                                                  Tuesday 18th April 

Pools near Gioia del Colle; return to UK. 

The sun greeted us this morning, although it was still quite chilly. After breakfast, those who wanted it made up a 

picnic lunch to eat en route and we then took a group photo. Three of the group were leaving earlier for their 

onward journeys, so we said our farewells, and some of the group then had an outing to photograph local trulli. 

Andrew, exploring the hotel grounds, made the exciting find of a Kotschy’s Gecko, a species restricted in Italy to 

Puglia but also found in Greece etc: a new species for the trip. While we were looking at trulli, we also had good 

views, at last, of an Eastern Subalpine Warbler, spotted by Margaret. 

We left the hotel at 11.30pm, taking the lower road to Mottola and picking up the ss100 towards Bari. Jessica had 

found online a report of waders on pools near Gioia del Colle, so we decided we would visit them as they were 

only a short way from our route. We drove down tiny roads between flowering Cherry orchards, arriving at the 

pools which appeared to be sewage settling pools. Immediately we saw a Green Sandpiper, followed by about 10 
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Wood Sandpipers, and a flock of Yellow Wagtails flew in. It was great to see the flava form of central Europe, 

having a blue-grey head and an eye-stripe, the Italian cinereocapilla form with no eye-stripe and some birds appeared 

to be the British flavissima form with an olive head. Grey Wagtail flew over, while on another pool we added Grey 

Heron, Coot, Common Sandpiper and a very smart male Spotted Redshank (very dark with black legs in breeding 

plumage!). Swallows swooped low over the pools and two duck flew in but vanished from view. A group of Lesser 

Kestrels were following a plough, feeding from the newly turned soil and perching up giving great views. 

Meanwhile a new plant was the flowering endemic Apulian Arum (Arum apulum), pointed out by local naturalist 

who was interested to know how we had found the location. Again, the black sky caught up with us and we ate 

our lunch in the vehicles as the rain poured down and we saw a flash of lightning with almost immediate thunder. 

A female Yellow Wagtail perched on the fence by the vehicles. As the rain eased, we drove past the other pools 

and back to the main road, continuing on to Bari, where it was sunny and dry.  

We dropped the group at departures and Chris at her hotel, as she was travelling on to Sardinia to join another 

Naturetrek trip. The rest of us checked in for our 4.55pm flight back to Gatwick, landing ahead of schedule at 

6.40pm. The baggage reclaim was speedy and we were soon on our ways, with many happy memories of an 

excellent trip. Jessica and Paul would like to thank the group for sharing enthusiasms and spotting skills, and so 

much laughter: we hope to meet you again some time! 
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Species lists 

Birds (H = Heard only) 

      April 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

1 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna     ✓           

2 Common Swift Apus apus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

3 Rock Dove [Feral] Columba livia feral ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus ✓       ✓ H ✓   

5 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

6 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra     ✓         ✓ 

7 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis     ✓           

8 Great Crested Grebe Pociceps cristatus     ✓           

9 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos               ✓ 

10 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus               ✓ 

11 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola               ✓ 

12 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus               ✓ 

13 Audouin's Gull Ichthyaetus audouinii   ✓             

14 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ 

15 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea         ✓     ✓ 

16 Little Egret Egretta garzetta             ✓   

17 Short-tailed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus     ✓           

18 Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus   ✓ ✓           

19 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus   ✓   ✓ ✓       

20 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus       ✓         

21 Black Kite Milvus migrans         ✓   ✓   

22 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo     ✓ ✓ ✓ H ✓   

23 Eurasian Scops Owl Otus scops H H H H       H 

24 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni       ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

25 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

26 Red-footed Falcon Falco verspetinus ✓     ✓         

27 Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri ✓               

28 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   

29 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

30 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

31 Western Jackdaw Corvus monedula   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

32 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix         ✓ H ✓ ✓ 

33 Northern Raven Corvus corax           H ✓   

34 Coal Tit Periparus ater             H   

35 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus     H     ✓ ✓   

36 Great Tit Parus major     H   H H H H 

37 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis             ✓   

38 Crested Lark Galerida cristata   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   

39 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

40 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

41 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti     H   H H H H 

42 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus   ✓             

43 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis   ✓   ✓         

44 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   ✓ H   H H H   

45 Sardinian Warbler Curruca melanocephala   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

46 Eastern Subalpine Warbler Curruca cantillans       ✓ ✓     ✓ 

47 Common Whitethroat Curruca communis   ✓ ✓ ✓         
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48 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

49 Common Blackbird Turdus merula ✓ ✓ H   H H H   

50 Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos   ✓ H   H       

51 European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca   ✓             

52 Common Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis       ✓         

53 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius         ✓       

54 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra       ✓         

55 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe   ✓   ✓         

56 
Eastern Black-eared 
Wheatear Oenanthe melanoleuca       ✓         

57 
Western Black-eared 
Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica       ✓         

58 Italian Sparrow Passer italiae   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

59 House Sparrow Passer domesticus   ✓             

60 Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava               ✓ 

61 
Yellow (Blue-headed) 
Wagtail Motacilla flava flava               ✓ 

62 White Wagtail Motacilla alba ✓     ✓   ✓   ✓ 

63 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea         ✓ ✓   ✓ 

64 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs     H           

65 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina   ✓             

66 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis   ✓ ✓ H ✓ ✓ ✓ H 

67 European Serin Serinus serinus     ✓ ✓         

68 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

69 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus   H H           

           
  

Butterflies                   

1 Scarce Swallowtail Iphicides podalirius   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   

2 Swallowtail Papilio machaon   ✓     ✓       

3 Large White Pieris brassicae   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

4 Small White Pieris rapae   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

5 Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa     ✓           

6 Eastern Dappled White Euchloe ausonia   ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ 

7 Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines         ✓       

8 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea     ✓     ✓     

9 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni         ✓       

10 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra     ✓   ✓       

11 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas         ✓ ✓ ✓   

12 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus   ✓         ✓   

13 Baton Blue Pseudophilotes baton   ✓             

14 Brown Argus Aricia agestis     ✓           

15 Adonis Blue Lysandra bellargus     ✓       ✓   

16 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui   ✓ ✓   ✓       

17 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

18 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

19 Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvoides         ✓       

  

Moths (C = Caterpillar, D = Dead)                 

1 Light Streak Pleurota aristella             ✓   

2 Crambid Loxostege sticticalis             ✓   

3 Rusty-dot Peal Udea ferrugalis         ✓   ✓   

4 Jasmine Moth or White Pearl Palpeta vitrialis     ✓           

5 Sluggish Burnet Zygaena erythrus             C   

6 Small Dusty Wave Idaea scriata     ✓ ✓         
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7 Lace Border Scopula ornata     ✓           

8 The Gem Nycterosea obstipata             ✓   

9 Geometrid Ceonotephria ablutaria     ✓           

10 Brassy Waved Umber Menophra japygiaria       ✓ ✓       

11 Yellow Belle Aspitates ochrearia         ✓ ✓     

12 Banded Tiger Moth Arctia festiva             D   

13 Ragusa's Nine-spotted  Amata kruegeri   ✓     C       

14 Silver Y  Autographa gamma     ✓           

15 a Noctuid Valeria oleagina             ✓   

  

Other Invertebrates (N = Nymph)                  

1 Egyptian Grasshopper Anacridium aegyptium     ✓           

2 Termite Reticulitermes lucifungus       ✓         

3 Mottled Shield Bug Rhaphigaster nebulosa           ✓     

4 Ground Bug Spilostethes saxatilis         ✓       

5 Assassin Bug Rhynocoris erythropus   ✓             

6 Mirid Bug (red & black) Dionconotus neglectus           ✓     

7 Froghopper (Black & red) Cercopis vulnerata         ✓       

8 Green Lacewing Chrysopidae sp.     ✓           

9 Crane-fly Tipula sp.     ✓     ✓ ✓   

10 March Fly Bibio hortulanus         ✓       

11 Ichneumon Wasp Ophion luteus       ✓ ✓       

12 European Paper Wasp Polistes gallicus   ✓             

13 Longhorn Bee Eucera sp.             ✓   

14 A black Mining Bee Adrena pilipes     ✓           

15 Solitary Flower Bee Aanthophora sp.           ✓     

16 Carpenter Bee Xylocopa violacea   ✓ ✓       ✓   

17 Carpenter Bee Xylocopa iris   ✓             

18 Honey Bee Apis mellifera   ✓     ✓       

19 Buff-tailed Bumblebee Bombus terrestris   ✓ ✓   ✓       

20 White-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lucorum     ✓   ✓ ✓     

21 Ground Beetle Carabidae sp.     ✓           

22 A Chafer beetle Oxythyria funesta   ✓ ✓           

23 Yellow-haired Barbary Bug Tropinota squalida   ✓             

24 Rhinocerus Beetle Copris lunaris           D     

25 Darkling Beetle Pimelia bipunctata     ✓           

26 Glow-worm Lampyris noctiluca         ✓   N    

27 Soldier Beetle Trichodes alvearius                 

28 Seven-spot Ladybird Coccinella 7-punctata   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

29 Long-horn Beetle Agapanthia cardui   ✓             

30 Bloody-nosed Beetle Timarcha tenebricosa   ✓ ✓       ✓   

31 False Firefly Beetle Drilus flavescens     ✓           

32 Leaf Beetle Chrysolena lutea             ✓   

33 Green mint Beetle Chrysolena menthastri       ✓         

34 Giant Centipede Scolopendra cingulatus   ✓             

35 House Centipede Scutigera coleoptrata       ✓         

36 Black Millipede Tachypodoiulus sp.   ✓     ✓   ✓   

37 Pill Woodlouse Armadillidium nasatum         ✓   ✓   

38 Common Woodlouse Oniscus asellus             ✓   

39 Scorpion Euscopius flavicaudis           ✓     

40 Scorpion Buthus occitanicus         ✓ ✓     

41 Ornate Cow Tick Dermacentor reticulatus           ✓     

42 Harvestman Leioburnum sp.   ✓             
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43 Labyrinth Spider Agelena labyrinthica   ✓   ✓         

44 Nursery-web Spider Pisaura sp.         ✓       

45 Wolf Spider Alopecosa albofasciata         ✓   ✓   

46 Rustic Wolf Spider Trochosa ruricola           ✓     

47 'Cave' Spider Agelenidae sp.           ✓     

48 Jumping Spider Menemerus semilimbata           ✓     

   

 Terrestrial Gastropods                 

1 Garden Snail Cornu aspersum         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

2 Clusilid Snail sp. Clusilidae sp.   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ 

3 Brown-lipped Banded Snail Cepaea nemoralis   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

4 White-lipped Banded Snail Cepaea hortensis     ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ 

5 Leopard Slug Limax maximus     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

 

Mammals (S = Signs) 
                  

1 a Pipistrelle Pipistrellus sp ✓               

2 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes     ✓         D 

3 Wild Boar Sus scrofa     S   S S     

  

Reptiles & Amphibians                  

1 Italian Hybrid Frog Pelophylax kl hispanica     H           

2 European Pond Terrapin Emys orbicularis     ✓           

3 Turkish Gecko Hemidactylus turcicus       ✓         

4 Kotschy's Gecko Mediodactylus kotschyi               ✓ 

5 Western Green Lizard Lacerta bilineata     ✓           

6 Italian Wall Lizard Podarcis sicula   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

 
 

Plants (* = endemic species) 

 
Scientific name Common name Day Location 

        

Nomenclature contained within this list follows Plants of the World Online (POWO), an internationally accepted database of 
vascular plant families published by  the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.  

PTERIDOPHYTES FERNS & ALLIES     
Leptosporangiate Ferns True Ferns     

Aspleniaceae Spleenwort family     
Asplenium adiantum-nigrum Black Spleenwort 6 Bosco delle Pianelle  
Asplenium ceterach Rustyback 2 Capo d'Otranto  

Asplenium onopteris Irish Spleenwort 6 Bosco delle Pianelle  
Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair Spleenwort 6 Bosco delle Pianelle  
        
Dennstaeditiaceae Bracken Family     
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken 3  Le Cesine  

        
Polypodiaceae Polypody Family     
Polypodium cambricum Southern Polypody 6 Bosco delle Pianelle  
        

GYMNOSPERMS CONIFERS     
Cupressaceae Juniper Family     
Cupressus sempervirens Italian Cypress 3 Planted  

Juniperus oxycedrus Prickly Juniper 5 Laterza Gorge  
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Pinaceae Pine Family     

Pinus halepensis Aleppo Pine 2 Hotel Panareo  
Pinus pinea Stone or Umbrella Pine 1 Common  
        

ANGIOSPERMS FLOWERING PLANTS     
Pre-dicots Primitive Angiosperms     

Aristolochiaceae Birthwort Family     
Aristolochia rotunda A Birthwort 4 Parco delle Querce  
        
Eu-dicots True Dicotyledons     
Amaranthaceae Amaranth Family     
Suaeda vera Shrubby Sea-blite 3  Le Cesine  
        

Anacardiaceae Sumach Family     
Pistacia lentiscus Mastic Bush 2 Scrubby grassland  
Pistacia terebinthus Turpentine Tree 5 Laterza Gorge  
        
Apiaceae Carrot Family     

Daucus carota Wild Carrot 2 Scrubby grassland  
Elaeoselinum asclepium Elaeoselinum 5 Laterza Gorge  
Eryngium campestre Field Eryngo 2 Scrubby grassland  
Eryngium maritimum Sea Holly 3 Beach nr Torre Specchia  
Ferrula communis  Giant Fennel 4 Roadsides  
Foeniculum vulgare Common Fennel 2 Capo d'Otranto  
Opoponax chironium Hercules Heal-all 2 Hotel Panareo  

Orlaya daucoides - 6 Laterza Gorge  
Scandix pecten-veneris Shepherd’s Needles 2 Scrubby grassland  
Smyrnium olusatrum Alexanders 2 Otranto  
Thapsia garganica Thapsia 6 Bosco delle Pianelle (lvs)  
Tordylium apulum Tordylium 2 Scrubby grassland  

        
Apocynaceae Periwinkle Family     
Nerium oleander Oleander 2 Roadside near Otranto  
Vinca difformis Intermediate Periwinkle 6 Bosco delle Pianelle  
        
Aralaceae Ivy Family     
Hedera helix Ivy 3  Le Cesine  

        
Asteraceae (Compositae) Daisy Family     
Anthemis arvensis Corn Chamomile 6 Parco delle Querce  
Anthemis chia - 4 Parco delle Querce  
Bellis annua Annual Daisy 3  Le Cesine  

Bellis sylvestris Southern Daisy 6 Bosco delle Pianelle  
Calendula arvensis  Field Marigold 2 Scrubby grassland  
Caiendula suffruticosa - 3 Hotel Panareo  
Carduus chrysacanthus Apennine Thistle 8 Nr Gioia del Colle - Pools  
Carduus macrocephalus Large-headed Thistle 6 Parco delle Querce  
Carduus pycnocephalus Plymouth Thistle 3  Le Cesine  
Centaurea calcitrapa Red Star-thistle 6 Bosco delle Pianelle (lvs)  

Centaurea deusta* a Knapweed 2 Capo d'Otranto  
Crepis rubra Pink Hawk's-beard 2 Scrubby grassland  
Dittrichia viscosa Woody Fleabane 2 Hotel Panareo  
Filago (Evax) pygmaea Evax 2 Scrubby grassland  



Puglia in Spring Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek June 23 15 
 

Galactites tomentosa Galactites 2 Scrubby grassland  

Glebionis coronarium var. coronarium Crown Daisy (yellow) 1 Service Area  
Glebionis coronarium var. discolor Crown Daisy (yellow and white) 1 Service Area  
Glebionis segetum  Corn Marigold 2 Scrubby grassland  
Helichrysum italicum A Curry Plant 2 Scrubby grassland  
Jurinea mollis a 'soft' Thistle 5 Laterza Gorge  

Achillea (Otanthus) maritimus Cottonweed 3 Beach nr Torre Specchia  
Pallenis spinosa Pallenis 2 Capo d'Otranto  
Phagnalon saxatile Phagnalon 5 Laterza Gorge  
Rhagadolus stellatus Star Hawkbit 6 Parco delle Querce  
Scorzonera villosa Hairy Viper’s-grass 4 Parco delle Querce  
Silybum marianum Milk Thistle 2 Hotel Panareo  
Tragopogon porrifolius Salsify 2 Scrubby grassland  

Tyrimnus leucographus A Thistle (white markings) 6 Bosco delle Pianelle (lvs)  
Urospermum dalechampii Urospermum 2 Scrubby grassland  
Urospermum picroides - 2 Scrubby grassland  
        
Betulaceae Birch Family     

Carpinus orientalis Eastern Hornbeam 5 Laterza Gorge  
        
Boraginaceae Forget-me-not Family     
Aegonychon (Buglossoides) purpurocaerulea Purple Gromwell 5 Laterza Gorge  
Alkanna tinctoria Dyer’s Alkanet 2 Scrubby grassland  
Anchusa azurea Large Blue Alkanet 6 Parco delle Querce  
Anchusa undulata subsp. hybrida - 7 Murgia Timone, Matera  

Borago officinalis Borage 3 Nr Hotel Panareo  
Cerinthe major Honeywort 2 Capo d'Otranto  
Cynoglossum creticum Cretan Hound's-tongue 2 Hotel Panareo  
Echium platagineum Purple Viper's-bugloss 8 Nr Gioia del Colle - Pools  
Echium vulgare Viper's-bugloss 2 Capo d'Otranto  

Myosotis ramosissima Early Forget-me-not 3  Le Cesine  
Onosma echioides Pale Goldendrops 7 Murgia Timone, Matera  
        
Brassicaceae Cabbage Family     
Aethionema saxatile Burnt Candytuft 7 Murgia Timone, Matera  
Aurinia sinuata (Alyssoides sinuatum) Pale Alyssum 5 Laterza Gorge  
Aurinia (Alyssum) saxatile subsp. magalocarpa Yellow Alyssum 7 Murgia Timone, Matera  

Arabis verna Spring Rock-cress 6 Bosco delle Pianelle  
Biscutella didyma Biscutella 5 Laterza Gorge  
Biscutella laevigata - 3  Le Cesine  
Brassica nigra Black Mustard 1 Roadsides S of Bari  
Bunias erucago  Bunias 4 Parco delle Querce  

Bunius orientale Warty Cabbage 2 Hotel Panareo  
Cakile maritima Sea Rocket 3 Beach nr Torre Specchia  
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd’s-purse 2 Scrubby grassland  
Eruca vesicaria  Eruca or Wild Rocket 3 Hotel Panareo  
Hesperis matronalis Dame's Violet 8 Nr Gioia del Colle - Pools  
Isatis tinctoria Woad 6 Parco delle Querce  
Matthiola fruticulosa - 7 Murgia Timone, Matera  

Matthiola sinuata Sea Stock 3 Beach nr Torre Specchia  
Raphanus raphanistrum Wild Radish 7 Matera  
Rapistrum rugosum Bastard Cabbage 2 Scrubby grassland  
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard 8 Nr Gioia del Colle - Pools  
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Turritis (Arabis) glabra Tower mustard 5 Laterza Gorge  

        
Cactaceae Cactus Family     
Opuntia ficus-indica Prickly Pear 2 Scattered on roadsides  
        
Campanulaceae Bellflower Family     

Asyneuma limonifolium - 2 Scrubby grassland  
Campanula versicolor* a Bellflower (endemic) 2 Capo d'Otranto (leaves)  
Legousia speculum-veneris Large Venus’s Looking Glass 6 Parco delle Querce  
        
Caprifoliaceae Honeysuckle Family     
Centranthus ruber Red Valerian 7 Matera  
Knautia integrifolia a Scabious 2 Capo d'Otranto  

Valeriana tuberosa Tuberous Valarian 5 Laterza Gorge  
        
Caryophyllaceae Pink Family     
Petrorhagia dubia A Childing Pink 1 Service Area  
Silene colorata  A Catchfly 3 Beach nr Torre Specchia  

Silene conica Sand Catchfly 3  Le Cesine  
Silene gallica Small-flowered Catchfly 2 Scrubby grassland  
Silene italica Italian Catchfly 3  Le Cesine  
Silene latifolia White Campion 3 Hotel Panareo  
Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion 5 Laterza Gorge  
Stellaria media Common Chickweed 5 Laterza Gorge  
        

Cistaceae Rock-rose Family     
Cistus creticus Pink Cistus 3  Le Cesine  
Cistus monspeliensis Narrow-leaved Cistus 4 Parco delle Querce  
Cistus salvifolius Sage-leaved Cistus 3  Le Cesine  
Fumana thymifolia Thyme-leaved Fumana 3  Le Cesine  

Helianthemum jonium* An endemic Rock-rose 3  Le Cesine  
Helianthemum oelandicum subsp incanum Hoary Rock-rose 7 Murgia Timone, Matera  
Helianthemum salicifolium Willow-leaved Rock-rose 7 Murgia Timone, Matera  
        
Convolvulaceae Bindweed Family     
Convolvulus althaeoides Mallow-leaved Bindweed 7 Murgia Timone, Matera  
Convolvulus althaeoides subsp. tenuissimus a Mallow-leaved Bindweed 7 Murgia Timone, Matera  

[Ipomoea purpurea] Purple Morning Glory 2 Otranto (leaves)  
        
Crassulaceae Stonecrop Family     
Sedum forsterianum Rock Stonecrop 5 Laterza Gorge  
Umbilicus chloranthus Green Venus' Navel 6 Bosco delle Pianelle  

Umbilicus rupestris Wall Pennywort 2 Capo d;Otranto  
        
Ericaceae Heather Family     
Arbutus unedo Strawberry Tree 5 Laterza Gorge  
Erica manipuliflora (E. forskalii) - 3  Le Cesine  
        
Euphorbiaceae Spurge Family     

Euphorbia characias subsp.characias Mediterranean Spurge 7 Murgia Timone, Matera  
Euphorbia dendroides  Tree Spurge 5 Laterza Gorge  
Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge 2 Scrubby grassland  
Euphorbia exigua Dwarf Spurge 2 Scrubby grassland  
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Euphorbia peplis Purple Spurge 3 Beach nr Torre Specchia  

Euphorbia spinosa Spiny Spurge 3  Le Cesine  
Mercurialis annua Annual Mercury 2 Scrubby grassland  
        
Fabaceae (Leguminosae) Pea Family     
Acacia saligna Blue Wattle 3  Le Cesine  

Anthyllis vulneraria subsp. rubriflora 
Mediterranean Kidney Vetch 
(Pink) 2 Scrubby grassland  

Astragalus hamosus a Milk-vetch 3  Le Cesine  
Bituminaria bituminosa Pitch Trefoil 2 Capo d'Otranto  
Calycotome infesta Spiny Broom 6 Parco delle Querce  

Ceratonia siliqua Carob 7 Jazzo Gattini, Matera  
[Cercis siliquastrum] Judas Tree 1 Roadsides S of Bari  
Coronilla scorpioides Annual Scorpion Vetch 6 Parco delle Querce  
Coronilla valentina subsp. valentina Shrubbt Scorpion Vetch 5 Laterza Gorge  
Chamaecytisus (Cytisus) spinescens Spiny Hairy Broom 5 Laterza Gorge  

Hippocrepis emerus subsp. emeroides False Senna 5 Capo d.Otranto  
Hippocrepis glauca a Horseshoe Vetch 3  Le Cesine  
Hymenocarpus circinatus Disk Trefoil 5 Laterza Gorge  
Lathyrus aphaca Yellow Vetchling 2 Hotel Panareo  
Lathyrus cicera a Vetchling 2 Scrubby grassland  
Lathyrus ochrus Winged Vetchling (cream) 2 Scrubby grassland  
Lathyrus setifolius Red Grass Vetchling 3  Le Cesine  

Lotus creticus Southern Bird's-foot Trefoil 2 Capo d.Otranto  
Lotus cytisoides a Trefoil 3 Beach nr Torre Specchia  
Lotus edulis Edible Lotus 2 Scrubby grassland  
Lotus halophilus Sea Bird's-foot Trefoil 3 Beach nr Torre Specchia  
Lotus hirsutus (Dorycnium hirsutum) Dorycnium 2 Capo d'Otranto  

Lotus ornithopodioides - 2 Scrubby grassland  
Lotus tetragonolobus (Tetragonolobus. 

purpureus) Winged or Asparagus Pea 2 Scrubby grassland  
Lupinus micranthus Bitter Blue Lupin 2 Scrubby grassland  

Medicago arabica Spotted Medick 8 
Roadside by Trulli 
Houses  

Medicago lupulina Black Medick 2 Scrubby grassland  
Medicago polymorpha Toothed Medick 3  Le Cesine  

Onobrychis alba subsp. echinata* a Sainfoin 3  Le Cesine  
Onobrychis caput-galli Cock's-comb Sainfoin 6 Parco delle Querce  
Pisum sativum subsp. elatius Wild Pea 2 Scrubby grassland  
Scorpiurus muricatus a Scorpiurus 6 Parco delle Querce  
Spartium junceum Spanish Broom 6 Parco delle Querce  
Sulla capitata (Hedysarum spinosissimum ssp. c.) - 3 Hotel Panareo  
Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil 4 Parco delle Querce  

Trifolium hybridum Alsike 2 Scrubby grassland  
Trifolium nigrescens A white clover 6 Parco delle Querce  
Trifolium resupinatum Reversed Clover 3 Hotel Panareo  
Trifolium stellatum Starry Clover 2 Scrubby grassland  
Trigonella esculenta (T. corniculata) A Fenugreek 2 Scrubby grassland  

Tripodion (Anthyllis) tetraphyllum  Bladder Vetch 5 Laterza Gorge  
Vicia benghalensis Bengal Vetch 3  Le Cesine  
Vicia bithynica Bithynian Vetch 2 Scrubby grassland  
Vicia hybrida a Yellow Vetch 4 Parco delle Querce  
Vicia sativa subsp. sativa a Fodder Vetch 2 Scrubby grassland  
Vicia tetrasperma Smooth Tare  Scrubby grassland  
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Vicia villosa Fodder Vetch 6 Parco delle Querce  

        
Fagaceae Beech Family     
Quercus coccifera Kermes Oak 2 Capo d'Otranto  
Quercus ilex Holm Oak 2 Hotel Panareo  
Quercus pubescens Downy Oak 8 Nr Gioia del Colle - Pools  

Quercus trojana Macedonian Oak 5 Laterza Gorge  
        
Gentianaceae Gentian Family     
Blackstonia perfoliata Yellow-wort 3  Le Cesine  
        
Geraniaceae Crane’s-bill Family     
Erodium acaule Stemless Stork's-bill 7 Murgia Timone, Matera  

Erodium cicutarium Common Stork’s-bill 2 Scrubby grassland  
Erodium malacoides Mallow-leaved Stork’s-bill 1 Service Area  
Erodium nervulosum* a Stork's-bill 3  Le Cesine  
Geranium columbinum Long-stalked Crane's-bill 6 Bosco delle Pianelle (lvs)  
Geranium lucidum Shining Crane’s-bill  6 Bosco delle Pianelle  

Geranium purpureum Little Robin 2 Scrubby grassland  
Geranium pyrenaicum Hedgerow Crane's-bill 2 Capo d'Otranto  
Geranium robertianum Herb Robert 6 Bosco delle Pianelle  
Geranium rotundifolium Round-leaved Crane's-bill 7 Murgia Timone, Matera  
Geranium sanguineum Bloody Crane’s-bill 5 Laterza Gorge  
        
Lamiaceae Dead-nettle Family     

Ajuga chamaepitys Ground-pine 2 Scrubby grassland  
Lamium amplexicaule Henbit Dead-nettle 1 Service Area  
Lamium bifidum Bifid Dead-nettle 6 Bosco delle Pianelle  
Mentha pulegium Pennyroyal 4 Parco delle Querce  
Micromeria graeca a Micromeria (appressed hairs) 2 Scrubby grassland  

Phlomis fruticosa Jerusalem Sage 2 Scrubby grassland  
Prasium majus Prasium 2 Scrubby grassland  
Rosmarinus officinalis Rosemary 3  Le Cesine  
Salvia argentea Silver Sage 6 Bosco delle Pianelle (lvs)  
Salvia verbenaca Wild Clary 2 Scrubby grassland  
Sideritis romana Common Sideritis 2 Scrubby grassland  
Stachys officinalis Betony 6 Bosco delle Pianelle (lvs)  

Teucrium polium agg. Felty Germander 3  Le Cesine (leaves)  
Thymbra capitata A Thyme 4 Parco delle Querce  
Thymus spinulosus A Thyme 2 Scrubby grassland  
        
Linaceae Flax Family     

Linum bienne Pale Flax 3  Le Cesine (leaves)  
Linum catharticum  Fairy (Purging) Flax 3 Hotel Panareo  
Linum squamulosum subsp. tommasinii   7 Murgia Timone, Matera  
        
Malvaceae Mallow Family     
Malva setigera Rough Mallow 7 Murgia Timone, Matera  
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow 2 Hotel Panareo  

        
Moraceae Mulberry Family     
Ficus carica Fig 2 Capo d'Otranto  
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Myrtaceae Myrtle Family     

Myrtus communis Myrtle 2 Scrubby grassland  
        
Oleaceae Olive Family     
Fraxinus ornus Flowering Ash 5 Laterza Gorge  
Ligustrum vulgare  Privet 6 Bosco delle Pianelle  

Olea europaea Olive 3  Le Cesine  
Phillyrea latifolia Broad-leaved Phillyrea 3  Le Cesine  
        
Orobanchaceae Broomrape Family     
Bartsia (Bellardia) trixago Bellardia 2 Scrubby grassland  
Orobanche alba Thyme Broomrape 3  Le Cesine  
Orobanche crenata Bean Broomrape 4 Roadside near Otranto  

Orobanche minor Common Broomrape 3 Beach nr Torre Specchia  
Orobanche ramosa Branched Broomrape 4 Parco delle Querce  
Parentucella latifolia Southern Red Bartsia 4 Parco delle Querce  
        
Oxalidaceae Wood-sorrel Family     

Oxalis pes-caprae Bermuda Buttercup 2 Very Common  
        
Papaveraceae Poppy Family     
Fumaria capreolata White Ramping Fumitory 5 Laterza Gorge  
Fumaria muralis Common Ramping Fumitory 2 Otranto  
Fumaria officinalis Common Fumitory  3  Le Cesine  
Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy 2 Hotel Panareo  

        
Plantaginaceae Plantain Family     
Cymbalaria muralis Ivy-leaved Toadflax 3 Hotel Panareo  
Linaria reflexa - 4 Parco delle Querce  
Plantago arenaria Branched Plantain 2 Hotel Panareo  

Plantago lagopus Hare’s-foot Plantain 3  Le Cesine  
Plantago maritima Sea Plantain 3  Le Cesine  

Plantago serraria - 2 
Scrubby grassland 
(leaves)  

Veronica cymbalaria Cymbalaria-leaved Speedwell 6 Bosco delle Pianelle  

        
Plumbaginaceae Thrift Family     
Limonium sp. a Sea-lavender 3  Le Cesine  
        
Polygonaceae Knotweed Family     

Rumex bucephalophorus Horned Dock 1 Service Area  
        
Primulaceae Primrose Family     
Cyclamen hederifolium Ivy-leaved Cyclamen 6 Bosco delle Pianelle (lvs)  
Lysimachia (Anagallis) arvensis Scarlet Pimpernel 2 Hotel Panareo  
        
Ranunculaceae Buttercup Family     
Anemone hortensis - 2 Scrubby grassland  
Ficaria verna agg. Lesser Celandine 5 Laterza Gorge  
Ranunculus millefoliatus Million-leaved Buttercup' 2 Scrubby grassland  

Ranunculus velutinus - 3  Le Cesine  
        
Resedaceae Mignonette Family     
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Reseda alba White Mignonette 2 Scrubby grassland  

Reseda phyteuma Corn Mignonette 7 Murgia Timone, Matera  
        
Rhamnaceae Buckthorn Family     
Rhamnus alaternus Mediterranean Buckthorn 3  Le Cesine  
Rhamnus saxatilis Rock Buckthorn 7 Murgia Timone, Matera  

        
Rosaceae Rose Family     
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn  4 Parco delle Querce  
Prunus mahaleb St. Lucie's Cherry 5 Laterza Gorge  
Pyrus amygdaliformis Almond-leaved Pear 4 Parco delle Querce  
Rubus fruticosus agg Bramble 3  Le Cesine  
Sanguisorba minor (Poterium sanguisorba) Salad Burnet 3 Hotel Panareo  

        
Rubiaceae Bedstraw Family     
Galium aparine  Cleavers 6 Bosco delle Pianelle  
Galium tricornutum Corn Cleavers 6 Parco delle Querce  
Rubia peregrina Wild Madder 3  Le Cesine  

Sherardia arvensis Field Madder 2 Scrubby grassland  
Valantia hispida Valantia 3 Beach nr Torre Specchia  
Valantia muralis a Valantia     
        
Santalaceae Sandalwood Family     
Osyris alba Osyris 3  Le Cesine  
        

Sapindaceae Maple Family     
Acer monspessulanus Montpellier Maple 6 Laterza Gorge  
        
Scrophulariaceae Figwort Family     
Scrophularia lucida a Figwort 2 Capo d'Otranto  

Scrophularia peregrina Italian (Nettle-leaved) Figwort 8 
Roadside by Trulli 
Houses  

Verbascum sinuatum a Mullein 2 Hotel Panareo (leaves)  
        
Tamaricaceae Tamarisk Family     

Tamarix gallica Tamarisk 3  Le Cesine  
        
Thymelaeaceae Daphne Family     

Daphne gnidium Flax-leaved Daphne 2 
Scrubby grassland 
(leaves)  

        
Ulmaceae Elm Family     
Ulmus canescens Mediterranean Elm 3  Le Cesine  
        
Urticaceae Nettle Family     

Parientaria judaica Pellitory of the Wall 7 Matera  
        
Violaceae Violet Family     
Viola alba subsp. dehnhardtii A Violet 6 Bosco delle Pianelle  
        

Vitaceae Grape-vine Family     
Vitis vinifera Grape 1 Planted  
        
Monocots Monocotyledons     
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Amaryllidaceae Daffodil Family     

Allium ampeloprasum Wild Leek 2 Capo d'Otranto  
Allium subhirsutum Hairy Garlic 2 Capo d'Otranto  
        
Araceae Arum Family     

Arum apulum 
An endemic dark-coloured 
Arum 8 Nr Gioia del Colle - Pools  

Arum italicum subsp. italicum Large Cuckoo Pint 2 Otranto  
        
Asparagaceae Asparagus Family     
Asparagus acutifolius Prickly Asparagus 2 Scrubby grassland  

Drimia (Urginea) maritima Sea Squill 2 
Scrubby grassland 
(leaves)  

Muscari comosum (Leopoldia comosa) Tassel Hyacinth 2 Scrubby grassland  

Muscari neglectum Dark Grape Hyacinth 4 Parco delle Querce  
Ornithogalum comosum A Star of Bethlehem 2 Scrubby grassland  
Ornithogalum gussonei A Star of Bethlehem 4 Parco delle Querce  
Ruscus aculeatus Butcher’s Broom 5 Laterza Gorge  
Ruscus hypoglossum -     
        
Asphodelaceae (Xanthorrhoeaceae) Asphodel Family     

Asphodeline lutea Yellow Asphodel 7 Murgia Timone, Matera  
Asphodelus ramosus Common Asphodel 2 Scrubby grassland  
        
Cyperaceae Sedge Family     
Carex divisa Divided Sedge 8 Nr Gioia del Colle - Pools  

Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge 4 Parco delle Querce  
Schoenus nigricans Black Bog-rush 3 Hotel Panareo  
        
Dioscoreaceae Yam Family     
Dioscorea (Tamus) communis Black Bryony 4 Parco delle Querce  
        
Iridaceae Iris Family     

Gladiolus italicus Field Gladiolus 2 Hotel Panareo  
Iris (Hermodactylus) tuberosus Widow or Snake’s-head  Iris 5 Laterza Gorge (in fruit)  
Iris pseudopumila* - 5 Roadside  
Moraea sisyrinchium Barbary Nut 3 Beach nr Torre Specchia  
        

Juncaceae Rush Family     
Juncus acutus Sharp Rush 3  Le Cesine  
Luzula pilosa Common Wood-rush 6 Bosco delle Pianelle  
        
Orchidaceae Orchid Family     

Note: The Orchidaceae are an evolving group, and subject to debate between 'splitters' (eg. Delforge) and 'lumpers' (eg Plants of 
the World Online - Kew). This follows the latter.  

 

 
Anacamptis morio  Green-winged Orchid 4 Parco delle Querce  
Anacamptis papilionacea Pink Butterfly Orchid 2 Scrubby grassland  
Anacamptis pyramidalis Pyramidal Orchid 2 Scrubby grassland  

Anacamptis x gennarii (A. papilionacea x morio) Hybrid Anacamptis 4 Parco delle Querce  
Dactylorhiza romana Roman Orchid 6 Bosco delle Pianelle  
Himantoglossum robertianum Giant Orchid 4 Parco delle Querce (over)  
Ophrys bertolonii Bertoloni’s Bee Orchid 2 Scrubby grassland  
Ophrys bombyliflora Bumblebee Ophrys 4 Parco delle Querce  
Ophrys fusca subsp. fusca Sombre Bee Orchid 7 Murgia Timone, Matera  
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Ophrys holosericea (fuciflora) Late Spider Orchid 4 Parco delle Querce  

Ophrys holosericea subsp. apulica* Apulian Ophrys 2 Scrubby grassland  
Ophrys holosericea subsp. parvimaculata - 5 Laterza Gorge  
Ophrys holosericea subsp. apulica* x 
tenthredinifera - 7 Murgia Timone, Matera  
Ophrys lutea subsp. galilea (formerly sicula) - 2 Scrubby grassland  
Ophrys lutea subsp. lutea Yellow Ophrys 2 Scrubby grassland  
Ophrys sphegodes subsp. passionis 

(garganica) Gargano Ophrys 5 Laterza Gorge  
Ophrys sphegodes Early Spider Orchid 3  Le Cesine  
O. sphegodes subsp. atrata (O. incubacea) Dark Ophrys 4 Parco delle Querce  
Ophrys tenthredinifera Sawfly Ophrys 2 Scrubby grassland  
Ophrys x arachnitiformis (O. holosericea x 

sphegodes)   6 Parco delle Querce  
Ophrys x flavicans (O. bertolonii x sphegodes) - 4 Parco delle Querce  
Orchis italica Naked Man Orchid 4 Parco delle Querce  
Serapias lingua Tongue Orchid 5 Laterza Gorge  
Serapias parviflora Small-flowered Tongue Orchid 2 Scrubby grassland  

Serapias vomeracea Ploughshare Tongue Orchid 6 Parco delle Querce  
Serapias vomeracea subsp. orientalis* Oriental Ploughshare T.O. 6 Parco delle Querce  
        
Poaceae Grass Family     
Arundo donax Giant Reed 1 Roadsides  

Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal Grass 8 Nr Gioia del Colle - Pools  
Avena barbata Bristle Oat 2 Hotel Panareo  
Avena sterilis Barren Oat 2 Hotel Panareo  
Briza maxima Large Quaking Grass 3  Le Cesine  
Koeleria macrantha Crested Hair-grass 4 Parco delle Querce  
Lagurus ovatus Hare’s-foot Grass 3  Le Cesine  
Phleum arenarium Sand Cat's-tail 3 Beach nr Torre Specchia  

Phragmites australis Common Reed 3  Le Cesine  

Poa bulbosa var. vivipara 
Viviparous Bulbous Meadow-
grass 5 Laterza Gorge  

Stipa austroitalica* a Feather Grass 5 Laterza Gorge  
Stipa capensis a Feather Grass 4 Parco delle Querce  
        
Posidoniaceae Posidonia family     
Posidonia oceanica Posidonia or Neptune grass 3 Beach nr Torre Specchia  
        
Smilaceae Smilax Family     

Smilax aspera Common Smilax 3  Le Cesine  
        
FUNGI:       
Turkey Tail Fungus  Trametes versicolor 2 Capo d'Otranto  
Jelly Ear Auricularia auricula-judae 6 Bosco delle Pianelle   
Winter Stalk Puffball Tulostoma brumale 3  Le Cesine  
an Earth Ball Sclerodoma sp. 6 Bosco delle Pianelle   

 

 

Silene colorata © J. Turner  


