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Tour leaders:   Barry Oxley  Naturetrek 

    Mahmoud Twassi  Jordanian Guide  

    Abed    Driver 

 

Participants:   Mary Wood 

Chris Wood 

Rosemary Davis 

Terry Davis 

Colin Willis 

    Pat Moore 

Day 1 Saturday 11th October 

London – Amman 

We all connected at London Heathrow Airport for our flight to Jordan. Upon arrival at Amman we were fast-

tracked through the airport by our local agent, changed some money and met Mahmoud, our guide. Our coach 

driver Abed then transported us to the Arena hotel where we had a light meal and retired around 11.30p.m. 

Day 2 Sunday 12th October 

Amman – Qasr Amra –  Azraq Wetland Reserve - Qasr al Azraq  

Weather: Sunny and warm with a light breeze and hazy cloud. 

After a continental-style breakfast we were on the road soon after 9.00a.m. heading east along the desert highway 

towards Iraq. Eventually we left the sprawling city and reached the vast expanse of the desert. With no rain since 

April there seemed little chance of anything surviving here, however a few shrubs and plants clung to life in the 

wadis and we wondered at the resourcefulness of the inhabitants of this relentless dry rocky expanse.  

 

As we passed huge lorries heading towards Iraq, Mahmoud explained about the ancient desert castles which were 

built to protect camel trains from raiders. One such was Qasr Amra, a 9th century World Heritage Site. We 

stopped to admire the architecture and ancient wall paintings where the dry desert climate had helped to preserve 

the delicate artwork.  

 

Arriving at Azraq Wetlands we collected our tickets and emerged from the building to a feast of birds. White-

eared Bulbuls paraded and called; Red-backed Shrikes and Spotted Flycatchers perched and darted for insects, 

whilst on the ground Crested Larks and Hoopoes scratched and argued. Arriving at the pools we watched 

Common Kingfishers and noisy White-throated Kingfishers dart by whilst Black-crowned Night Herons perched 

on the boardwalk railings and paddled in the shallows looking for breakfast. A Marsh Harriers started our raptor 

list and later a lone Black Kite drifted past, presumably on migration. 

 

After lunch we visited Qasr al Azraq, a 10th century castle, where ancient carvings depicting deer and elephants 

suggesting these once existed here. Lawrence of Arabia had stayed here and we visited the room he had 

occupied. One castle extension was a long arched stable and featured stone mangers and stone halter rings. It 
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could accommodate many horses and had massive stone doors weighing four tons or so to secure the building. 

We wondered who would have had the strength to open and close them. 

  

Our final area was just north of the wetlands. After checking the dark basalt desert we made for a nearby 

cultivated area where we anticipated some bird activity. A migrant Black-eared Wheatear showed well and we 

were intrigued by a large flock of sparrows which finally settled in a bush for us to ‘scope’. Not surprisingly most 

were House Sparrows but they were joined by two Rock Sparrows and a lone Dead Sea Sparrow, albeit a male in 

winter plumage. Watching this mobile flock was absorbing. Lastly we visited the nearby local rubbish dump 

where there were many birds. As we crunched through the rubble a number of Laughing Doves, White Wagtails 

and Yellow Wagtails took to the air, and two Desert Wheatears made the unsightly mess more palatable. 

 

Finally arriving at the Azraq Eco Lodge around 5.30p.m., we settled in and later enjoyed an evening meal cooked 

by local people, completed our checklists and retired. 

Day 3 Monday 13th October 

Azraq Wetland Reserve – Karala Castle –  Wadi al Hasa – Dana 

Weather: Sunny, dry and warm 

We had breakfast at 7.30a.m., packed the coach then set off for an early visit to Azraq Wetlands. Here a Graceful 

Prinia displayed and scolded to our delight, and a ringtail Montagu’s Harrier glided by. We enjoyed a replay of all 

the species encountered the day before. As we made our way back to the entrance it was warming up and 

Buzzards began emerging from the reeds and forming a kettle. They were mainly Steppe Buzzards of the vulpinus 

race. Two larger Long-legged Buzzards accompanied them. Finally arriving at the vehicles we spotted a light 

coloured sparrowhawk thermalling which was to be our first Levant Sparrowhawk. 

 

Reluctantly leaving this small oasis we returned to the hustle and bustle of Amman, finally connecting with the 

Kings Highway. We passed huge lorries laden with cement and rocks for export to adjoining countries. We 

stopped for coffee and some souvenirs before arriving at our lunch stop at the amazing Karala Castle where we 

had an enjoyable meal. We watched Blue Rock Thrush and Rock Martins as Abed manoeuvred our coach from 

amid a sea of other coaches – it was clearly a popular tourist stop. Passing through some dramatic and beautiful 

hills we stopped at Hasa Dam for a photographic opportunity and found our first Hooded Wheatear.  

 

We arrived at Dana around 5.00p.m. Taking advantage of the last hour of daylight we walked through a 

cultivated area to a spring and watched an aerobatic Eleanora’s Falcon stooping and chasing small birds. A small 

flock of Tristram’s Starlings caught our attention, whilst flitting amongst the trees were a Redstart of the 

Caucasian race and two Eastern Orphean Warblers. 

 

We billeted in the old village of Dana, now being re-constructed by a co-operative, and dined with other visitors 

in a renovated barn. 
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Day 4 Tuesday 14th October 

Dana Village – Rummana campsite – Little Petra - Petra 

Weather: Sunny, dry and warm 

After an early start we headed for the Dana Reserve, arriving after a twenty minute drive. We slowly drove along 

the entrance track spotting three Brown-necked Ravens. After having a panoramic view from the roof of the 

Reserve Office we slowly walked down to the tented camp area. The vegetation was dry following the hot 

summer but we could imagine how floral it would have been in the spring. Sea Squill Urginea maritime, a Globe 

Thistle, Echinops sp. and Pistachia atlantica were flowering and fruiting among the Aleppo Pines Pinus halepensis. The 

rocky escarpment and bushes made birding a challenge, however we found a number of distant Chukars and a 

pair of characterful Scrub Warblers before arriving at the camp. After sampling some refreshing Bedouin tea we 

walked around the camp and entered a hide overlooking a small pool. Here Great Tits of the race terraesanctae 

mingled with exotic White-spectacled Bulbuls and bright Greenfinches. Our uphill return was easy as Mahmoud 

had arranged for the “Dana shuttle” to take us back up to the coach where Abed was waiting to transport us to a 

nearby spot for our packed lunch.  

 

Replete, we then made the two hour drive to Little Petra, stopping enroute to admire our first Mourning 

Wheatear. Upon arrival we had a leisurely stroll through this amazing ancient resting place, admiring the 

carvings, tombs, cisterns and rock formations. A fitting taster for tomorrow at Petra we thought.  

 

We were staying in Mahmouds home city of Petra. We just had time before darkness fell to visit a local sewage 

treatment reservoir where large numbers of Rock Martins were swooping down for an evening drink. We then 

arrived at the smart Tetra Tree Hotel and had time to clean-up before a pleasant evening meal. 

Day 5 Wednesday 15th October 

Petra 

Weather: Sunny dry and warm 

Being billeted in town was a boon because we arrived early at historical Petra before the bulk of the tourists. This 

was Mahmouds town and so we benefitted from his knowledge and expertise during the day as he related the 

history of this amazing and historical site. He explained how the natural springs emerging from the hillsides were 

diverted by the Nabateans via channels and cisterns to feed the city; the clay pipes still visible today. Nature had 

created canyons shaping the rocks into amazing and beautiful sculptures, and millennia of wind erosion had 

exposed the many-coloured sandstone rocks to create a kaleidoscope of colour.  

 

As we entered the canyon horses and riders were racing along, together with the odd camel wanting to be the 

first to transport visitors. A Caper plant Capparis sp. was flowering and fruiting here and we ticked Fan-tailed 

Ravens and White-crowned Wheatear whilst listening to our guide’s commentary. Arriving at the Treasury our 

senses were bombarded by a mosaic of amazing edifices and bustling humanity, much, no doubt, as over a 

thousand years ago. Moving past the Palace Tombs and Roman Colonnades we finally arrived at our lunch stop. 

 

The walk so far had been downhill which meant a slow uphill return to our meeting place. Nearing the entrance 

two Scrub Warblers announced their presence and a strange raptor wheeled overhead looking very much like a 
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Short-toed Eagle. On closer inspection it was identified as a strangely marked Long-legged Buzzard with a 

darkish head. As always, the variable plumage markings present on many birds of prey had caused us some 

identification fun. 

 

An exhilarating and amazing day was completed by Mahmoud as he presented us all with a personalised 

memento of Petra as we drove back to our very comfortable hotel and dinner. 

Day 6 Thursday 16th October 

Petra –Rasalnageb spring- Wadi Rum – Aqaba 

Weather: Sunny dry and warm 

We left Petra just after 8.00a.m. and stopped outside the city to look back and take some photographs. Then 

driving over the high Al Sharah Plateua we stopped for an Isabelline Wheatear and a flock of Short-toed Larks 

near a Bedouin camp. Mahmoud knew a farm with a natural spring where we stopped and were greeted by a 

friendly farmer. As we scanned the greenery his young son emerged with tea for us all. As we sipped we puzzled 

over a Hume’s Leaf Warbler feeding in a fruit tree and watched Linnets and Blackcaps.  

 

After saying goodbye we descended into the Rum Desert, arriving at a park where Jeeps awaited us. 

Disembarking from the coach we climbed aboard for a sand safari and bumped over dunes to our lunch stop at a 

Bedouin-style camp in the desert. Here we quickly noted some desert birds drinking from a leaking pipe. 

Merging with the sandy desert were Desert Larks together with the localised smart Sinai Rosefinch, a much 

sought after desert bird which seemed abundant here. 

 

Our lunch was taken among the Bedouin tents and was followed by a Jeep tour around the spectacular scenery. 

We drove to a gorge where Tristram’s Starlings were noisily declaring their presence. Then on to Lawrences 

Spring where Lawrence of Arabia’s face was carved in to the rocks. We returned to our coach and descended to 

Aqaba where we checked in to the Minah Hotel, dined and retired. 

Day 7 Friday 17th October 

Aqaba beach – Aqaba allotments  

Weather: Hot and sunny strong breeze in the morning 

Looking out of our windows before breakfast we noted large concentrations of birds flying along and above the 

coast. These were mainly pigeons but there were also other species. They were too far away to identify but was 

this migration in action or birds moving to feeding grounds? 

 

We opted to explore the beach area to the south and soon found a few dark gulls which were eventually 

identified as White-eyed Gulls. We stopped for a walk along the beach and found a lone Lesser Sand Plover 

accompanied by a Ringed Plover and also noted two Caspian Terns before finally arriving at the Saudi Arabian 

border. Returning we remarked about the heavy industry now blighting this part of the coast. 

Back in the town we walked into an allotment area near our hotel. Here we spied more Red-backed Shrikes, 

Garden Warblers and Spotted Flycatchers among the fruit and vegetables. One of the allotment holders told us 

he had inherited his plot from his ancestors and that he made his living from cultivating salads and vegetables for 
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local restaurants. Wending our way back to our hotel we found three Green Bee-eaters perched in a tree and 

darting in and out to catch flying insects. 

Day 8 Saturday 18th October 

Aqaba Bird Observatory – Wadi Araba acacias – Dead Sea – Amman  

Weather: Hot and sunny 

We left promptly at 8.00a.m. for our visit to the old sewage treatment plant where the bird observatory is 

situated. We collected a bird guide who would let us in and conduct us around the reservoirs. As we approached 

the entrance we passed various egrets and birds drinking from pipes watering some palms. We noted Namaqua 

Doves, Glossy Ibis and Southern Grey Shrikes.  

 

Passing through the entrance we saw our only Palestine Sunbirds feeding atop some bushes. Spur-winged 

Plovers stood sentinel around the edges and had successfully bred in quantity during the year. Waders wheeled 

and landed as we sorted through the many species which included Little Stint, Ruff, Black-winged Stilt and 

Dunlin. A lone Black Tern quartered the water and Slender-billed Gulls loafed around on the bunds. A Pallid 

Swift zoomed past as we made our way back to the coach ready for the long trip back to Amman. 

 

We stopped on the way for coffee and arrived at the Dead Sea (now at 428m below sea level) around 3.30p.m.  

While some opted for a bathe and mud bath, others birded the hotel grounds finding some small warblers in the 

reeds and a dashing Eleanora’s Falcon. Our last leg was back to Amman where we arrived around 7.45p.m. 

Day 9 Sunday 19th October 

Amman – London  

After saying our goodbyes to Mahmoud and Abed at the airport we departed for home. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds   (H=heard only; C=common; =recorded but not counted) 

      October 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

1 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis                1 

2 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax   3 4       1   

3 Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis               6 

4 Great Egret  Ardea alba     1           

5 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta                2 

6 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea    4 3         1 

7 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus           1     

8 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca      4         10 

9 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos                30 

10 Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope               6 

11 Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata                10 

12 Common Pochard Aythya ferina               2 

13 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus     1           

14 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus  1 3           1 

15 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus            1   2 

16 Levant Sparrowhawk Accipiter brevipes     1         1 

17 Steppe Buzzard  Buteo buteo vulpinus     13           

18 Long-legged Buzzard  Buteo rufina      2   1       

19 Black Kite Milvus migrans   1 1         1 

20 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus    1 4 10   1   1 

21 Eleanora's Falcon  Falco eleonorae      1         1 

22 Chukar  Alectoris chukar      13 20         

23 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus     h h            

24 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus    6 6           

25 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra    2 4 2       25 

26 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus                10 

27 Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus             1   

28 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula              1 10 

29 Spur-winged Plover  Hoplopterus spinosus                30 

30 Little Stint     Calidris minuta                12 

31 Dunlin Calidris alpina               30 

32 Ruff  Philomachus pugnax                15 

33 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago                2 

34 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus                5 

35 Common Redshank Tringa                4 

36 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos                2 

37 White-eyed Gull  Ichthyaetus leucophthalmus             2   

38 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus               6 

39 Slender-billed Gull  Chroicocephalus genei               6 

40 Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur         2       

41 Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans             1 6 

42 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus               1 

43 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon  Columba livia  c c c c c c c c  

44 Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto      10     2   2 

45 Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis                4 

46 Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis  c c c c c c c c  

47 Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri              2 3 
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      October 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

48 Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis    4 2           

49 White-throated(Smyrna) Kingfisher  Halcyon smyrnensis    2 1           

50 Green Bee-eater  Merops orientalis            3 6   

51 European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster    1             

52 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops    6 4       1 1 

53 Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla           5     

54 Desert Lark  Ammomanes deserti            12     

55 Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia             2   

56 Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis               1 

57 Black Tern Chlidonias niger               1 

58 Common Tern Sterna hirundo             2 2 

59 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata    c 6 2 1 3   2 

60 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia                1 

61 Rock Martin (Pale Crag) Ptyonoprogne fuligula      6 30 40 10   1 

62 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica    6 6 6       12 

63 Pallid Swift Apus pallidus               1 

64 Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citriola               1 

65 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava        6       2 

66 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba    6   1 1   6 10 

67 White Spectacled (Yellow-vented) Bulbul  Pycnonotus xanthopygos      6 20 10 5 2 6 

68 White-eared Bulbul  Pycnonotus leucotis    12 6           

69 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus      2 4   2   2 

70 Blackstart  Oenanthe  melanura          1     1 

71 Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina           1   1 

72 Hooded Wheatear Oenanthe monacha     6           

73 Desert Wheatear  Oenanthe deserti    2         1   

74 Black-eared Wheatear  Oenanthe hispanica   1             

75 Mourning Wheatear  Oenanthe lugens        3 2 6     

76 White-crowned Wheatear  Oenanthe leucopyga          1 3     

77 Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius      4   2 2     

78 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula      2 6   1     

79 Graceful Prinia  Prinia gracilis      1         2 

80 Scrub Warbler  Scotocerca inquieta          2 1     

81 Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus     2         1 

82 Eastern Orphean Warbler Sylvia crassirostris                 

83 Hume's Leaf Warbler  Phylloscopus humei            1     

84 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin         1       

85 Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla      1     2     

86 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita    1           1 

87 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti     h           

88 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata    1 1       2 2 

89 Great Tit  Parus major      h 6         

90 Palestine Sunbird  Nectarinia osea              3   

91 Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio    5 2 4 1 1 4 3 

92 Southern Grey Shrike  Lanius meridionalis               2 

93 House Crow  Corvus splendens            c c c  

94 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix   1             

95 Brown-necked Raven  Corvus ruficollis        3   100     

96 Fan-tailed Raven  Corvus rhipidurus          2 2     

97 Tristram's Starling  Onychognathus tristramii      3 40 20 200 2 15 

98 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus    c c   c c c c  
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      October 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

99 Dead Sea Sparrow  Passer moabiticus    1             

100 Rock Sparrow  Petronia petronia    2             

101 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris       6         

102 Linnet  Acanthis cannabina            6     

103 Sinai Rosefnch  Carpodacus synoicus            12     

Other Taxa                   

1 Water Buffalo Syncerus caffer   Dung             

2 Small bat sp.        2           

3 Forskals Sand Snake Psammophis schokari         1       

4 Starred Agama  Laudakia stellio       1         

Native plants 

Pistachia atlantica Caper Capparis sp. 

White broom Retama raetum Sea Squill Urginea maritime 

Kermes oak Quercus coccifera Date palm Phoenix dactylifera 

Globe thistle Echinops sp. Flax-leaved Fleabane Conyza bonariensis 

Carob Ceratonia seliqua Mediterranean cypress Cupressus sempervirens 

Aleppo pine Pinus halepensis Phoenician juniper Juniperus phoenicea 

Tamarix Tamarix sp. Harmal Peganum harmala 

Giant milkweed (Sodoms apple??) Calotropis procera Milkweed sp 

Syrian Anabasis Anabasis syriaca P Umbrella Thorn Acacia tortilis 

Black Maidenhair fern Adiantum capillus-veneris White poplar Populus alba 

Linear-leaved Daphne Daphne linearifolia P Arabian acacia P Bird observatory 

Salvadora persica  

(“good tree for birds”- bird observatory Aqaba.) 

Fig Ficus carica 

Olive Olea europea sp. Horse Mint Mentha sylvestris 

Colocynth-Bitter Cucumber Citrullus colocynthus   

Prickly Bugloss (Alkanet) Anchusa strigosa (Dana)  

Cultivated plants 

Flamboyant tree (Poinciana) Delonix regia Jacaranda mimosifolia 

Prickly Pear Opuntia ficus Oleander Nerium oleander 

Almond Amygdalus communis Plumbago auriculata 

Bouganvillea sp. Ice Plant Mesembryanthemum sp 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/

