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Tour Participants : Philip Thompson (leader) with six Naturetrek clients 

 

Pre-tour Extension 
Day 1          Sunday 16th February 
 
In flight from Heathrow to Tokyo. 
 

Day 2         Monday 17th February 
 

After our arrival into Tokyo, we transferred directly onto an internal domestic flight to Kumamoto on Kyushu, 

the southern main island of Japan.  Once there we boarded our comfortable and spacious minibus for a transfer 

firstly to the Yatsushiro estuary where we disembarked and had a walk and our first experience of Japanese 

birding. Among familiar Palearctic wildfowl were a number of Eastern Spot-billed Ducks to get our new 

experiences rolling. Raptors comprised a number of wintering Western Osprey and abundant Black-eared Kites. 

Of major significance were a small number of Black-faced Spoonbills on the exposed mudflats. For gull 

aficionados a large number of various species were present, most notably good numbers of the very scarce 

Saunder’s Gull were mixed among Black-tailed, Vega, Slaty-backed and the familiar Black-headed. 

  

With time at a premium and the group tired and jet-lagged we headed on to complete our transfer to Izumi 

where we would be based for the next 3 nights. 

 

Day 3         Tuesday 18th February 
 

An early start found us at the Arasaki Crane Centre just after sunrise to witness the feeding of the many 

thousands of wintering cranes. The main constituent species were the Hooded and White-naped Cranes among 

which we picked out a few vagrant Common Cranes and most notably a single beautiful Demoiselle Crane. 

Joining the throng eager for a free meal were abundant Large-billed Crows, Grey Herons, and both Great and 

Little Egrets. Among the large flocks of corvids lining the telephone wires we were excited to find several pied 

adult Daurian Jackdaws. 

 

With our private viewing at an end, we set out to explore the surrounding area from our bus. The next stop was 

alongside a reedbed lined river channel where we took a slow and gentle walk picking up a number of new 

passerine species as well as numerous waterbirds. Highlights were Chinese Penduline Tits, Daurian Redstart, 

Meadow and Masked Buntings and Japanese Bush Warbler. 

 

To warm up a little and get some refreshments we returned to the Crane Centre before heading out to the 

Eastern Polder where we met many thousands more cranes, this time including a small party of Sandhill Cranes. 

Large numbers of wildfowl and Northern Lapwings were harassed by a passing hunting Peregrine. 

 

We continued on for a walk by the Fukunoe War Memorial where we found Eastern Blue Rock Thrush on the 

nearby rooftops and both Dusky and Pale Thrushes. Our next stop was at the Crane Museum where we climbed 

up to the rooftop viewing platform which offered splendid views of the surrounding area. From here we drove 

up to take a walk through Tokozan Park where we encountered a few commoner passerine species. A sheltered 

inlet also held a roosting flock of both Black-faced and Eurasian Spoonbills. 

 



Wild Japan in Winter Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     February 2021 3 
 

Our final stop of the day was a walk alongside the Komenetsu River within Izumi. Here our route led us past 

numerous shingle islands and large boulders within the river where we pleased to spot Long-billed Plover, 

Brown Dipper, Falcated Duck and Japanese Wagtail. 

 

Day 4            Wednesday 19th February 
 

Another early start, this time before sunrise, in order to catch it as it rose above the nearby hills as we waited 

alongside the Eastern Polder to enjoy the spectacle of the many thousands of cranes lifting off from roost to 

pass overhead on their way to the Arasaki Centre feeding. Once the show had subsided, we took a slow drive 

around the seawall during which we picked up a number of Western Ospreys perched on the poles of seaweed 

beds in the shallow waters just offshore. 

 

As we continued on, we next visited a small harbour for a spell of seawatching and relaxation. The hoped-for 

Brown Booby never appeared so with lunch provisions bought we drove inland to visit Kogowa Dam and it’s 

surrounding lush evergreen semi-tropical forest. Our time spent here consisted of a number of short walks 

around the perimeter road during which we were fortunate in picking up some excellent and sought-after 

species, notably Mountain Hawk-eagle, Ryukyu Minivet, Red-flanked Bluetail, Yellow-throated Bunting, Varied 

Tit and several Mandarin Ducks on the reservoir. One star bird of the area, the Crested Kingfisher, remained 

elusive with only a couple of brief flight views obtained. 

 

Day 5               Thursday 20th February 
 

Today we were due to return to Tokyo, so we enjoyed a circuitous and scenic transfer to the southern city of 

Kagoshima where we would catch our internal flight in the late afternoon.  

 

Our route firstly brought us to Satsuma where we stopped to have a walk alongside the broad river with its many 

boulders and tumbling water. Here we encountered a rich mix of birds. Alongside both Common and Green 

Sandpipers we were fortunate in finding another pair of Long-billed Plovers. 

 

Our next stop was at the pleasure gardens of Kannondaki Koen with its fascinating glass factory where it 

produces exquisite hand-blown decorative items, many with a handsome price tag! We enjoyed some 

refreshments and a wander in the nearby grounds. 

 

Next it was on to Lake Miike, a volcanic caldera, surrounded by a stunning semi-tropical forest of huge tree 

specimens and rich flora. We ate an al fresco lunch overlooking the lake as Olive-backed Pipits wandered the 

grassy clearings. On this occasion forest birds were a little sparse, due possibly to the heavy building work in 

progress, but we did however find a few choice species to pass the time. 

 

It was then on towards the airport, passing volcanic hot spas, temples, waterfalls along winding, scenic forest 

roads. Arriving in good time, we said our farewells to our local guide and driver before flying back to Tokyo for 

dinner and rest in our city centre hotel. 
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Main Tour 
Day 6             Friday 21st February 
 

After our many early starts recently, it was a welcome chance to relax and recharge ourselves before the 

remainder of the group were due to arrive from London. Once all were accounted for, we had a very late 

morning start with a visit to Kasairinkai Koen overlooking Tokyo Bay. The inshore waters of the bay held large 

numbers of Greater Scaup and Great Crested Grebes joined by a small number of confiding Black-necked 

Grebes and mix of wildfowl. The new group members were fortunate in that a single Saunder’s Gull was 

wintering in the area and provided some excellent close fly-pasts. The reed-lined freshwater lagoon within the 

park held a number of excellent species, as well as hot coffee from the visitor centre viewing platforms. A ‘blink-

and-you-miss-it’ sighting of an Eastern Water Rail was a highlight for some as it rapidly crossed a water-filled 

dyke between reedbeds.  

 

For the early-arriving extension clients it was a pleasant day out with numerous, by now familiar, species. For the 

new arrivals an exciting day of firsts. Then after more fun on the Tokyo metro underground and overwhelming 

Tokyo Station, it was back to the hotel for a rest before dinner. 

 

Day 7               Saturday 22nd February 
 

We rose early to get to Haneda Airport in time for our morning domestic flight to Kushiro on Hokkaido and its 

snowy blanket. Once more we arrived to be met by a local guide and driver and a spacious bus. 

 

Travelling north our first stop was at the Tsurumidai Crane Centre where part of the iconic population of Red-

crowned Cranes receive supplementary feeding during the winter. We were not disappointed, with several 

hundred birds present unconcerned by our close proximity, joined by some canny Whooper Swans not able to 

pass up an opportunity of easy food. 

 

Next we moved on to the village of Tsurui where we visited the main crane feeding site with it’s Visitor Centre. 

Having spent plenty of time admiring the Crane activity we visited a nearby restaurant for a bento box lunch. 

Fed and refreshed, we continued north to visit the hot springs feeding into Lake Kussharo that keep a section of 

this large body of water ice free. This and a little supplementary feeding is all the encouragement needed for a 

small population of Whooper Swans to spend the winter here. The birds are ridiculously tame and were joined 

also by a stunning drake Falcated Duck allowing for an unbeatable viewing experience. Feeding in the lakeside 

birches we picked up a Japanese Pygmy Woodpecker and a couple of Marsh Tits and Eurasian Nuthatches that 

clearly had all their attention on food and not the admiring birders. 

 

One further stop was taken at a second hot spring with further Whooper Swans and a welcoming souvenir and 

refreshment shop alongside. Next it was directly to our traditional Onsen hotel with its hot volcanic warmed 

baths! 

 

Day 8          Sunday 23rd February 
 

We rose before daybreak in order to travel to Otowa Bridge where warm springs keep the river flowing and ice 

free. This proves a famous roosting site for some of the Red-crowned Cranes, and thus hopefully allowing us the 
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iconic view of cranes in the misty waters lifting off in the sunrise. Unfortunately, this spot is now all too famous 

and the bridge was crowded with a multitude of photographers with monster lenses, all somewhat spoiling the 

spectacle! Nonetheless we did see the cranes plus Common Goldeneye and Goosander on the river, before 

standing still in the deep cold made thoughts of a warm bus and warm drink begin to take precedence.  

 

A short drive brought us to a snowy woodland path, where we were able to admire a sleepy Ural Owl sitting in 

his large hollow in a tree. It was then time for some further crane activity with a return visit to Tsurui Ito Crane 

Centre. 

 

For lunch we visited a quirky local restaurant set in an isolated area of farmland. Not only was the food very 

good but the bird-feeders alongside the windows drew some excellent birds, notably a number of smart 

Brambling and Hawfinches. 

 

Our next visit was to the huge frozen volcanic caldera Lake Mashu. The weather had become rather inclement 

with snow and strong wind making viewing and birding rather difficult and soon curtailed. We consoled 

ourselves with the shop and refreshments. 

 

Our final stop was at the fascinating sulphur vents on Mount Io. The slopes of the mountain remain snow-free 

due to the warming from volcanic activity close to the surface and scattered about were a number of bright 

yellow sulphur vents spewing steam. At our feet small pools of water boiled as in a kettle. Exciting stuff for we 

Brits unaccustomed to active volcanos! 

 

 

Day 9          Monday 24th February 
 

We transferred to the coast today where we were to spend the next two nights in Rausu. We drove due east 

arriving at the harbour of Shinebetsu where we stopped and spent some time checking through the seaduck and 

gulls present. Highlights included Harlequin Duck, Black Scoter and Glaucous-winged Gulls, although the star 

bird was an aloof Steller’s Sea Eagle on the harbour wall. 

 

From here we travelled north up the coast to reach Rausu where we boarded a boat for a short wildlife cruise 

into the inshore waters. We were unprepared for the number and amazing views obtained of both Steller’s and 

White-tailed Sea Eagles that swooped around the boat as frozen fish were tossed overboard. Also present were a 

number of Spectacled Guillemots resting on the water. In no time we were returning to shore where we 

reboarded our bus and continued on to our Onsen hotel where we had an early dinner in order to head out once 

more in the hope of seeing the huge and iconic Blakiston’s Fish Owl. 

 

We arrived at the rather ramshackle and chaotic viewing hides provided by an enterprising local to take our 

allotted spots and begin the wait. Luckily for us, on this occasion we did not have to wait too long in the cold 

open-fronted hides for the bird to appear. Elated by our excellent views of this amazing bird we returned to the 

hotel at a reasonable hour and an all-night vigil was unnecessary! 
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Day 10        Tuesday 25th February 
 

Yet another early start in the dark was needed to give time to get to the dock for our three-hour sea cruise out in 

search of the pack ice and eagles galore. Everyone was well wrapped up for the trip out and it was not too long 

before we sighted the white mass on the horizon of the sea ice. As we grew closer the numbers of sea eagles 

present was astounding and we were able to nudge the boats prow into the ice to ‘park up’. The crew then began 

to throw fish from the boat that soon drew a close appreciative gathering of eagles that allowed for endless 

photo opportunities and admiration as they swooped and interacted with each other and with a number of 

Large-billed Crows. Curiously, gulls were almost non-existent. They clearly know that they are no match for the 

size of the eagles. 

 

Once we had docked back in the harbour the day was still young and we headed back to the hotel for breakfast 

before we headed out to explore the coastline south of Rausu. Many Harlequin Ducks and scoters were seen 

close to shore as we travelled. Our destination was the Notsuke Peninsular, a thin spit of land projecting out into 

the shallow sea. A feature of this area is the large number of easily seen Sika Deer of which we saw not only 

several large herds of females but a number of bachelor herds of stags with impressive antlers. Scanning the 

rather distant flocks of sea duck we found plenty of interest, with both Black and Siberian Scoters, Long-tailed 

Duck, Red-breasted Merganser and Spectacled Guillemots found. We took a short preliminary walk along the 

shoreline but conditions underfoot proved rather treacherous so we curtailed our hunt for passerines in the 

driftline for another day. 

 

A final stop on our return leg to have a check of a flock of Scoter produced the bird of the day with a sheer 

chance discovery of a female Steller’s Eider mixed in among the flock! 

 

We returned to the hotel for a repeat of yesterdays itinerary, namely early dinner followed by a stake-out for the 

Blakiston’s Fish Owl. On this occasion it failed to appear at the expected time so, since we had been successful 

on the previous evening, the group opted to return once more to the hotel at a reasonable hour. 

 
Day 11            Wednesday 26th February 
 

Another transfer day today left us time to have a drive north of Rausu along the coast checking inlets and bays 

for sea duck. An early highlight were the large numbers of mixed sea eagles still perched in their roosting trees on 

the steep hillsides above the town. Swinging south and retracing our earlier route, we continued through Rausu 

for a few stops to obtain views of a group of Steller Sea Lions swimming offshore. 

 

We continued on to revisit the Notsuke peninsular where we stopped and took a walk by the lighthouse along 

the shoreline that remained snow free due to the winds. Here, on our second attempt, we managed to first find a 

couple of Snow Buntings followed by a small number of Asian Rosy Finches that we were able to creep up on 

and obtain some excellent prolonged views. We paid a call into the Visitor Centre before heading into Shibetsu 

for our lunch in a local restaurant.  

 

From here we headed back inland for our next onsen hotel. Once settled in our rooms we spent a considerable 

time watching the birds coming to the feeders outside the large floor to ceiling windows. Among numerous 

species highlights included the striking brandtii race of Eurasian Jay and Japanese Pygmy Woodpecker. The bird 
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highlight was a Solitary Snipe feeding in the flowing waters of the river. As the viewing time passed, we added 

some notable mammals such as Red Squirrel and American Mink, both eclipsed by the very attractive Sable that 

was scavenging scraps on the wooden decking. 

 

We had arranged for an early dinner to allow us time to watch for Blakiston’s Fish Owl that regularly visits in the 

evening. This resulted in our being called from the dinner table to rush through to see this bird at very close 

quarters making for a wonderful end to the day.  

 

 

Day 12                       Thursday 27th February 
 

Our final day on Hokkaido was spent on our leisurely transfer after a later start to give people a bit of a lie-in and 

further enjoyment of the birds visiting the feeders. 

 

As we travelled south, we passed alongside the marshes and wetlands where the Red-crowned Cranes breed. All 

was frozen and blanketed in snow now, but it was nice to encounter a few flocks of cranes away from the 

feeding areas. The spray from passing vehicles helped to keep areas of grass clear of snow which occasionally 

attracted small flocks of Common Redpoll. We arrived into Akkeshi where we had a rest stop where further 

Redpoll were found, whilst in Akkeshi Bay a few Whooper Swans were seen. We then drove on over a 

breakwater for a woodland walk through a park area in the hope of some smaller passerines. We succeeded in 

finding Eurasian Treecreeper and Goldcrest and a couple of obliging Japanese Pygmy Woodpeckers. A short 

drive further had us taking a snowy trail leading through a forested area reaching an open meadow and high 

cliffs. Overhead a solitary Northern Raven was spotted, a surprisingly scarce winter visitor. We enjoyed the views 

and saw distant Black Scoter, Red-breasted Merganser and Pelagic Cormorants on the water far below us. 

 

Once back at the bus we boarded to complete our journey to the airport in Kushiro where we would catch our 

domestic flight back to Tokyo. As we skirted the city passing flat open rough country a final highlight was a 

hunting Rough-legged Buzzard as we sped past. 

 

Once back in Tokyo it was a direct coach transfer to our next hotel and dinner in a nearby restaurant. 

 

 

Day 13            Friday 28th February 
 

Today allowed for another more relaxed itinerary and later start. We walked from the hotel to the Imperial 

Palace where we could admire the perimeter walls, gateways and pagodas within. Birding the moats that surround 

the palace produced a wide mix of duck species wintering within the shelter of the city. Most were familiar to us 

from home but also included Eastern Spot-billed and Falcated Ducks. Raptors comprised Sparrowhawk, 

Northern Goshawk and Eastern Buzzards with a mix of smaller birds added in. Our walk circumnavigated the 

palace during which we visited the northern Kitanomarukoen gardens that contained the Budokan concert hall. 

We had a pleasant walk around the formal gardens followed by a lunch here.  

 

Timing was at a premium for us to complete our walk and then return to the hotel (passing under Tokyo Station 

through the confusing and endless shopping mall) in time to collect our luggage in order to catch our Shinkansen 

bullet train north to Nagano where we would spend two nights. 
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Day 14               Saturday 29th February 
 

Our morning was spent on a visit to the Jigokudani Snow Monkey Park about an hour’s drive from our hotel. 

The mild winter this year had produced an early thaw resulting an almost complete absence of snow and ice 

along the forest walk from our drop-off point to the hot spa onsen created for the sole use of the Japanese 

Macaques which live in the forests here. Birds in the forest were thin on the ground but the Macaques were 

much in evidence, oblivious to the multitude of tourists coming to see them. We were able to spend plenty of 

time enjoying their antics, behaviours and interactions before the cold wind and lunch drew us back along the 

trail to a pleasant café for refreshments. 

 

Having had a tip-off from Naturetrek's previous group we altered our return route to pass south down the 

western side of the broad flat valley formed by the Chikuma River. Here were acres of apple orchards, a well-

known product of the area, with many trees still with frosted and over-ripe apples on the branches. This proved 

to be an irresistible bonanza for large flocks of waxwings and Brown-eared Bulbuls. Having pulled over and 

taken a short walk we were able to admire these large mixed flocks that contained a mix of both Bohemian and 

Japanese Waxwings. 

 

Our next stop was a small town park and lake where a mix of dabbling duck were spending the winter. The lake 

held a familiar mix of European duck, but unfortunately no Baikal Teal among them this year!  

 

Our final stop was a visit to the Zenkoji Temple complex where we had a multitude of sights and cultural 

activities to occupy us. Time was somewhat limited as we walked the length of this old part of the city before 

continuing our walk back to the hotel. 

 

 

Day 15                  Sunday 1st March 
 

We travelled to the town of Karuizawa where we firstly visited the Shiotsubo Onsen Hotel where we enjoyed a 

coffee in their spacious lounge, looking through the large windows overlooking a small pond with a number of 

bird feeders. Among the many Varied, Japanese, Marsh and Willow Tits visiting we were delighted to find a 

Japanese Accentor feeding close to the windows. Scampering among the trees surrounding the pond was a 

Japanese Squirrel. With our coffee finished we took a short walk down to the nearby river adjoining the hotel 

during which we found three species of woodpeckers, most notably a Japanese Green Woodpecker. 

 

A short transfer was then taken to visit the Karuizawa Bird Park. We undertook a circuitous walking route 

through the cold winter forest. In these conditions and time of year a good deal of luck and good fortune is 

needed to connect with much in the way of birdlife. We failed to find any desirable gems but enjoyed the time 

nonetheless finding a typical mix of common Japanese winter birds. Most activity was present close to the river 

with the Brown Dippers being popular spots. We ate our lunch by the side of the frozen pond next to the visitor 

center watching the young Japanese children ice-skating. 

 

Next was a lengthy coach transfer back into Tokyo and our final hotel close to Haneda Airport in readiness for 

our early departure home the next day. We took a number of comfort breaks on the way at large service areas 



Wild Japan in Winter Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     February 2021 9 
 

allowing us a chance to sample a few more Japanese snacks and explore a fascinating fresh produce section of a 

large supermarket. 

 

 

Day 16                                Monday 2nd March 
 

An early breakfast followed by a shuttle bus to the main airport terminal limited our birding to only a few 

common and regular species as we drove. We were checked in on time with no problems followed by our long 

flight home. 
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Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk 

to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our 

recently returned holidays.  

 

 

Species Lists 

Birds (✓ = recorded but not counted; + = approximate count; h = heard only) 

Pre-tour extension 

   E=Endemic, N=Near-endemic I=Introduced February 2020 

  Common name Scientific name 17th 18th 19th 20th 

1 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna ✓ ✓ ✓   

2 Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata     ✓   

3 Falcated Duck Mareca falcata   ✓     

4 Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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   E=Endemic, N=Near-endemic I=Introduced February 2020 

  Common name Scientific name 17th 18th 19th 20th 

5 Eastern Spot-billed Duck Anas zonorhyncha ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

6 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

7 Northern Pintail Anas acuta ✓   ✓   

8 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

9 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula       ✓ 

10 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

11 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus ✓       

12 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia   ✓ ✓   

13 Black-faced Spoonbill Platalea minor ✓ ✓     

14 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax ✓       

15 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

16 Great Egret Ardea alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

17 Little Egret Egretta garzetta ✓ ✓   ✓ 

18 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

19 Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus ✓ ✓     

20 Mountain Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus nipalensis     ✓   

21 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus nisosimilis     ✓   

22 Black-eared Kite Milvus lineatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

23 Eastern Buzzard Buteo japonicus   ✓ ✓   

24 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus   ✓     

25 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

26 Demoiselle Crane Grus virgo   ✓     

27 Sandhill Crane Antigone canadensis   ✓ ✓   

28 White-naped Crane Antigone vipio   ✓ ✓   

29 Common Crane Grus grus   ✓ ✓   

30 Hooded Crane Grus monacha   ✓ ✓   

31 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus   ✓ ✓   

32 Long-billed Plover Charadrius placidus   ✓   ✓ 

33 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus   ✓     

34 Dunlin Calidris alpina ✓   ✓   

35 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago   ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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   E=Endemic, N=Near-endemic I=Introduced February 2020 

  Common name Scientific name 17th 18th 19th 20th 

36 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos ✓ ✓   ✓ 

37 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus       ✓ 

38 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus ✓       

39 Saunders's Gull Chroicocephalus saundersi ✓       

40 Black-tailed Gull Larus crassirostris ✓       

41 Vega Gull Larus vegae mongolicus ✓ ✓ ✓   

42 Slaty-backed Gull Larus schistisagus     ✓   

43 Oriental Turtle Dove Streptopelia orientalis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

44 Feral Pigeon Columbo livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

45 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

46 Crested Kingfisher Megaceryle lugubris     ✓ ✓ 

47 Japanese Pygmy Woodpecker Yungipicus kizuki ✓     ✓ 

48 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus   ✓     

49 Ryukyu Minivet - E Pericrocotus tegimae     ✓ H 

50 Bull-headed Shrike Lanius bucephalus   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

51 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius     ✓   

52 Daurian Jackdaw Coloeus dauuricus   ✓     

53 Rook Corvus frugilegus pastinator   ✓ ✓   

54 Carrion Crow Corvus corone   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

55 Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

56 Coal Tit Periparus ater       ✓ 

57 Varied Tit Sittiparus varius varius     ✓ ✓ 

58 Japanese Tit Parus minor     ✓ ✓ 

59 Chinese Penduline Tit Remiz consobrinus   ✓     

60 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis   ✓ ✓   

61 Brown-eared Bulbul Hypsipetes amaurotis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

62 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica         

63 Japanese Bush Warbler Horornis diphone   ✓   ✓ 

64 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus   ✓ ✓   

65 Japanese White-eye Zosterops japonicus     ✓   

66 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea       ✓ 
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   E=Endemic, N=Near-endemic I=Introduced February 2020 

  Common name Scientific name 17th 18th 19th 20th 

67 White-cheeked Starling Spodiopsar cineraceus   ✓   ✓ 

68 Pale Thrush Turdus pallidus   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

69 Dusky Thrush Turdus eunomus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

70 Red-flanked Bluetail Tarsiger cyanurus     ✓   

71 Daurian Redstart Phoenicurus auroreus   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

72 Eastern Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius philippensis   ✓     

73 Brown Dipper Cinclus pallasii   ✓     

74 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

75 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

76 Black-backed Wagtail Motacilla alba lugens ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

77 Japanese Wagtail - N Motacilla grandis   ✓   ✓ 

78 Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni       ✓ 

79 Buff-bellied Pipit Anthus rubescens     ✓   

80 Grey-capped Greenfinch Chloris sinica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

81 Meadow Bunting Emberiza cioides   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

82 Yellow-throated Bunting Emberiza elegans     ✓   

83 Masked Bunting Emberiza spodocephala personata   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

84 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus   ✓     

 

Main tour 
 

  E=Endemic, N=Near-endemic I=Introduced. LO=seen by leader only. February/March 2020 

  Common name Scientific name 21st 22nd 23rd 24th 25th 26th 27th 28th 29th 1st 2nd 

1 Mute Swan - I Cygnus olor               ✓       

2 Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓         

3 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata ✓             ✓       

4 Gadwall Mareca strepera ✓             ✓ ✓     

5 Falcated Duck Mareca falcata   ✓           ✓       

6 Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope ✓       ✓     ✓ ✓     

7 Eastern Spot-billed Duck Anas zonorhyncha ✓ ✓           ✓ ✓     
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  E=Endemic, N=Near-endemic I=Introduced. LO=seen by leader only. February/March 2020 

  Common name Scientific name 21st 22nd 23rd 24th 25th 26th 27th 28th 29th 1st 2nd 

8 Northern Pintail Anas acuta                 ✓     

9 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca ✓             ✓ ✓     

10 Common Pochard Aythya ferina ✓             ✓       

11 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula ✓             ✓       

12 Greater Scaup Aythya marila ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓           

13 Steller's Eider Polysticta stelleri         ✓             

14 Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus       ✓ ✓ ✓           

15 Siberian Scoter Melanitta stejnegeri       ✓ ✓ ✓           

16 Black Scoter Melanitta americana       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

17 Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis       ✓ ✓ ✓           

18 Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula     ✓ ✓   ✓           

19 Goosander Mergus merganser     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           

20 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

21 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata           LO           

22 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis ✓             ✓ ✓     

23 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus ✓             ✓       

24 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis ✓                     

25 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea ✓             ✓   ✓   

26 Great Egret Ardea alba                 ✓ ✓   

27 Little Egret Egretta garzetta ✓                     

28 Pelagic Cormorant Phalacrocorax pelagicus       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

29 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo ✓           ✓ ✓   ✓   

30 Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus ✓                     

31 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus nisosimilis ✓             ✓       

32 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis               ✓       

33 Black-eared Kite Milvus lineatus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

34 White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           

35 Steller's Sea Eagle Haliaeetus pelagicus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           

36 Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus             ✓         

37 Eastern Buzzard Buteo japonicus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

38 Eastern Water Rail Rallus indicus ✓                     
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39 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus ✓               ✓     

40 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra ✓             ✓       

41 Red-crowned Crane Grus japonensis   ✓ ✓       ✓         

42 Dunlin Calidris alpina ✓                     

43 Solitary Snipe Gallinago solitaria           ✓           

44 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus     ✓                 

45 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus ✓             ✓       

46 Saunders's Gull Chroicocephalus saundersi ✓                     

47 Black-tailed Gull Larus crassirostris ✓                     

48 Kamchatka Gull Larus canus kamtschatschensis       ✓ ✓ ✓           

49 Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescens       ✓ ✓ ✓           

50 Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus       ✓ ✓ ✓           

51 Vega Gull Larus vegae mongolicus ✓       ✓   ✓     ✓   

52 Slaty-backed Gull Larus schistisagus       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

53 Spectacled Guillemot Cepphus carbo       ✓ ✓ ✓           

54 Feral Pigeon Columbo livia ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

55 Oriental Turtle Dove Streptopelia orientalis ✓             ✓ ✓ ✓   

56 Blakiston's Fish Owl Bubo blakistoni       ✓   ✓ ✓         

57 Ural Owl Strix uralensis     ✓                 

58 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis ✓                     

59 Crested Kingfisher Megaceryle lugubris             LO         

60 Japanese Pygmy Woodpecker Yungipicus kizuki   ✓       ✓ ✓   H ✓   

61 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major   ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓     ✓   

62 Japanese Green Woodpecker - E Picus awokera                   ✓   

63 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus                 ✓ ✓   

64 Bull-headed Shrike Lanius bucephalus ✓                     

65 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius             ✓   ✓ ✓   

66 Azure-winged Magpie Cyanopica cyanus                   ✓   

67 Carrion Crow Corvus corone   ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

68 Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

69 Northern Raven Corvus corax             ✓         
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70 Bohemian Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus                 ✓     

71 Japanese Waxwing Bombycilla japonica                 ✓     

72 Coal Tit Periparus ater   ✓             ✓ ✓   

73 Varied Tit Sittiparus varius varius       ✓       ✓   ✓   

74 Marsh Tit Poecile palustris   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

75 Willow Tit Poecile montanus                   ✓   

76 Japanese Tit Parus minor ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

77 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis ✓                     

78 Brown-eared Bulbul Hypsipetes amaurotis ✓   ✓     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

79 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   ✓   

80 Japanese White-eye Zosterops japonicus ✓             ✓       

81 Goldcrest Regulus regulus             ✓         

82 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes fumigatus           ✓ ✓     ✓   

83 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     ✓   

84 Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris             ✓         

85 White-cheeked Starling Spodiopsar cineraceus ✓             ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

86 Dusky Thrush Turdus eunomus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

87 Daurian Redstart Phoenicurus auroreus ✓             ✓ ✓ ✓   

88 Brown Dipper Cinclus pallasii         ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   

89 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

90 Japanese Accentor - E Prunella rubida                   ✓   

91 White Wagtail Motacilla alba lugens ✓             ✓ ✓ ✓   

92 Japanese Wagtail - N Motacilla grandis   ✓               ✓   

93 Brambling Fringilla montifringilla     ✓           ✓ ✓   

94 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes     ✓ ✓     ✓     ✓   

95 Asian Rosy Finch Leucosticte arctoa           ✓           

96 Grey-capped Greenfinch Chloris sinica               ✓ ✓ ✓   

97 Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus                 LO     

98 Common Redpoll Carduelis flammea             ✓         

99 Arctic Redpoll Carduelis hornemanni       ✓               

100 Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis           ✓           
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101 Meadow Bunting Emberiza cioides                   ✓   

102 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus ✓               ✓     

 

Mammals 

 

   E=Endemic, N=Near-endemic I=Introduced   

  Common name Scientific name trip 

1 Japanese Macaque - E Macaca fuscata ✓ 

2 Red Squirrel Sciuris vulgaris ✓ 

3 Japanese Squirrel Sciurus lis ✓ 

4 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes ✓ 

5 American Mink Neovison vison ✓ 

6 Sable Martes zibellina ✓ 

7 Steller Sea Lion Eumeopias jubatus ✓ 

8 Spotted Seal Phoca largha ✓ 

9 Harbour Seal Phoca vitulina ✓ 

10 Sika Deer Cervus nippon ✓ 

 


