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Tour participants: Neil McMahon (Leader), Mardy Sean (Local Guide) with 12 Naturetrek clients. 

Summary 

The second tour exploring Cambodia and its history of temples and wildlife concluded in mid-February, with the 

lively group enjoying unbroken warm and sunny weather and a sense of experiencing the real Cambodia, both 

past and present. Initially based in Siem Reap, the tour began with expeditions around the world famous temple 

complexes and their history. Birds and mammals were seen nearby, including a memorable troop of Pileated 

Gibbons. Excursions on to the vast Tonle Sap lake and its associated floating villages and extraordinary numbers 

of water birds were a highlight for many, and we were fortunate to espy the rare Milky Stork and Greater 

Adjutant, and also the impressive Grey-headed Fish-Eagle amongst the array of egrets, herons, storks and 

pelicans. 

 

On another day we went in search of Sarus Cranes and eventually saw a flock of these stately birds, albeit at long 

range shimmering in the heat haze. Close views of Greater Spotted Eagle, Long-toed Stint and Oriental 

Pratincole made up for this however and our efforts at looking for day time roosting owls provided three species 

including the beautiful Spotted Wood Owl. Finding a couple of Tufted Ducks (rare in Cambodia) on a local 

reservoir was a little surreal! 

 

Excursions further afield were successful at finding the Bengal Florican, Pied Harrier and the fabulous White-

shouldered and Giant Ibis (the latter is the national bird of Cambodia) with multiple sightings of this ibis. 

Mammals were thin on the ground but we particularly enjoyed the antics of nocturnal flying squirrels and the 

cheeky day time forays of Cambodian Striped Squirrel and a Tree Shrew pinching some rice put out for the birds! 

 

More owl observations included Brown Fish Owl, Brown Wood Owl and for one lucky observer an Oriental 

Bay Owl (together with accompanying photograph)! I don't think anyone will forget the hilarious tractor and 

trailer rides through the woodland at Okoki! 

 

Birds of glamour included the stunning Red-billed Blue Magpie, the noisy parakeets, the iridescent flashes of 

colour on the diminutive but feisty sunbirds and the vibrancy of the big woodpeckers, including the very 

handsome Black-headed and White-bellied and the manic Great Slaty!  

 

In the east of the country we crossed the mighty Mekong and then went looking for the Irrawaddy Dolphins and 

Mekong Wagtail, succeeding in both, before moving on to explore the forest and highlands bordering Vietnam. 

Here we tracked down the Southern Yellow-cheeked Gibbons, a highlight for many on the tour, and located a 

couple of troops of the Black-shanked Douc Langurs. The Siema Wildlife Reserve provided us with views of 

Great Hornbill, a very brief Germaine's Peacock Pheasant, four species of barbet including Indochinese and 

Red-vented and the gorgeous Collared Falconet. A stationary Black Giant Squirrel provided a rare opportunity to 

fully appreciate this large mammal of the tree-tops. The Dakdam Highlands yielded a stunning Long-tailed 

Broadbill, a variety of interesting pigeons and doves and the beautiful Maroon Oriole amongst many others. 

 

Our last day was all about travelling but we made the special effort to look for the endemic Cambodian 

Tailorbird on our way to Phnom Penh and we enjoyed great views. 
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Day 1 Friday 31st January 

Our overnight Thai Airways flight to Bangkok departed from Heathrow’s Terminal 2, landing in Thailand the 

following afternoon (local time, Thailand being seven hours ahead of the UK). 

Day 2 Saturday 1st February 

All incoming flights to Siem Reap via Bangkok arrived on time and by evening time the whole group was at the 

Sonalong Boutique Hotel with rooms allocated and then sitting down to a fine Cambodian cuisine dinner. An 

active giant millipede and a roosting Common Tailorbird and plenty of Geckos in the hotel grounds were among 

the first wildlife encountered! After the necessary food input and briefing it was time to retire in anticipation of 

an early start the following morning. 

Day 3 Sunday 2nd February 

At 4.45am we were all in the foyer of the hotel and shortly afterwards boarded our mini coach which took us to 

a ticket office to obtain an individual ticket for entry to some of the temples on the outskirts of Siem Reap. The 

process was slick and we were soon boarding our bus again and travelling the short distance to disembark 

opposite the entrance to the main temple at Angkor Wat. The night sky soon began to lighten and we could hear 

the first birds calling which included Asian Barred Owlet. Next was a deepening orange glow in the eastern sky 

which then paled and the anticipated sunrise was a rather insipid affair! Nevertheless we could see large numbers 

of Germaine’s Swiftlets flying around the towers of Angkor Wat which was in response to a bloom of flying 

insects. Asian Palm Swifts and Barn Swallows joined the throng. 

 

After taking the early morning photos we walked over to a nearby restaurant to consume our nice packed 

breakfast, but became distracted by a large party of Coppersmith Barbets, Common Mynas and Zebra Doves, 

plus water-birds in the shape of Cotton Pygmy Goose, Little Cormorant, Oriental Darter and three heron/egret 

species. 

 

We enjoyed our breakfasts and returned to the moat around Angkor Wat and walked over the floating pontoon 

to the ancient building. Other birds by now included Black-naped Oriole, White Wagtail and Great Myna. A 

couple of Blue Rock Thrushes posed nicely, one being a male of the rufous-bellied form. 

 

The surrounding light forest was rather quiet but we experienced brief views of Asian Barred Owlet and Hainan 

Blue Flycatcher and no views at all of several calling Pale-legged Leaf Warblers. We had rather more luck with 

calling Yellow-browed Warblers but they were typically difficult. Streak-eared and Yellow-vented Bulbuls and 

Asian Brown and Taiga Flycatchers were par for the course! A couple of Variable Squirrels showed well and we 

saw a couple of Northern Pig-tailed Macaques and rather more of their Long-tailed cousins. 

 

We entered the temple and appreciated the amazing structure and galleries of engravings from the inside. Much 

of it apparently depicts the struggles between the gods, their armies and creatures and the demons and their 

warriors and creatures. Like many of the temples in the region, both Hindu and Buddhist followings have made 

these constructions their own at different times, sometimes with conflict but generally not so. 
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We circumnavigated the more interesting sections and in due course exited the main Angkor Wat temple and 

slowly made our way back to the entrance. Once over the moat we headed for lunch at a nearby tented 

restaurant which was very pleasant. We then headed out the short distance to the Bayon Temple which again is 

within a moated area with bridges granting access from different directions. Many of the artefacts are in good 

condition and well maintained and the engravings seemingly provide an interpretation of the lives of ordinary 

people back in the 11th and 12th centuries. A few Red-breasted Parakeets and Common Hill Mynas were on view 

too. 

 

Our next venue was part of the Angkor Forest where Pilleated Gaboons had been reintroduced in about 2012. 

We were lucky to come across a group of four which were near our bus, seemingly a male, a female and two 

youngsters. They were athletic and quick through the trees and we struggled to keep up with them until they 

stopped in an area to drink. The male in particular was quite inquisitive and must see people most days. We 

could have watched these for much longer but we had another temple to visit, this time the Ta Prohm temple 

made even more famous as one of the filming locations for Tomb Raider staring Angelina Jolie.  

 

Here forest trees have undermined the walls and structures and their powerful roots have grown over the 

temples in a very dramatic manner. This is also a great place to see the large Alexandrine Parakeets breeding 

alongside their smaller Red-breasted cousins, and the air was full of their raucous calls. There were also some 

dramatic bee swarms on the massive tree limbs and another species of bee that had created amazing tubes to 

reach their nests underground within the root structure of these huge but sometimes hollow trees. Two more 

Common Hill Mynas were very vocal and seen to be assessing potential nest sites. 

 

On our way out Mardy went looking for owls and found a Brown Hawk Owl (or Boobook) in dense vegetation 

by the main exterior wall of the temple, with another bird heard calling nearby. We all managed to see the bird 

on view and whilst doing so Caroline spotted a bright bird above us flitting around which proved to be a White-

throated Rock Thrush - but unfortunately it disappeared before many in the party could successfully locate it! A 

Greater Coucal and another Asian Barred Owlet plus barbets could be heard calling as we slowly walked out 

along the track to our waiting bus. By now it was late in the afternoon so we took a thirty minute drive to the 

Sonalong Boutique Hotel to refresh and later consume a very nice traditional dinner. After our meal we 

completed the Naturetrek Checklist, sorted out some admin issues and went to bed excited about the next day’s 

itinerary! 

Day 4 Monday 3rd February 

We dutifully met in the hotel lobby at 5.15am in the morning and shortly afterwards took a twenty minute drive 

down to one of the channels connecting to the massive Tonle Sap Lake, the biggest geographical feature in 

Cambodia. Here we boarded a wooden passenger boat and took off heading generally south west. It was initially 

dark but the sky soon lightened and a couple of overflying birds appeared to be night herons but few features 

were evident. We passed the first few floating villages which included a school and a church and then sped 

through the silt-laden water to the Prek Toal reserve. En-route Whiskered Terns certainly increased in numbers 

and there were swirling Barn Swallows and Sand Martins. We encountered a couple of parties of Grey-headed 

Gulls and a single Oriental Pratincole flew past. 

 



The Best of Cambodia - Birds, Mammals & Temples  Tour Report 

 

 

4  © Naturetrek     April 20 
 

We consumed our packed breakfast which included a croissant, bread and home-made tomato jam and fruit and 

a hot drink, and birds visible whilst we munched included all three Cormorant species, a fishing Brahimny Kite 

and plenty of Large-billed Crows, Black Drongos and Blue-tailed Bee-eaters taking advantage of the fishing 

structures in the water to catch insects or any trapped fish. 

 

We made our way to a floating village positioned in a major inlet choked with water hyacinth and landed on a 

structure at the village where rest rooms were available. We then transferred to three small, narrow boats and we 

were off on an exciting expedition along the water to see what we could see. Herons, egrets, storks, ibis, Spot-

billed Pelicans and four species of kingfisher were encountered all relatively quickly, and two super Grey-headed 

Fish-eagles were much appreciated. It was sometimes tricky to take photos of the birds we disturbed as we 

passed but some of the bigger birds such as the pelicans provided some great opportunities. A Yellow Bittern, 

several Black Bitterns and a good number of Cinnamon Bitterns delighted, even if they did disappear almost 

straightaway. Striated Herons showed a little better as did the Oriental Darters. 

 

With the water levels going down we made a rather muddy landing and walked about 300m to an observation 

platform – a single Oriental Magpie-Robin guarded our boats for us! A climb up the ladder enabled us to 

appreciate the colony of nesting water-birds with Painted Storks dominating. A pair of Milky Storks and their 

downy young was exactly what we wanted to see and we also located at least one adult Greater Adjutant 

guarding a couple of half-size youngsters in a nest. Lesser Adjutants were dotted about and soaring birds in the 

broad thermals above us were dominated by a mixture of storks and pelicans. 

 

We then took a ride back to the floating village and were provided with a fish and vegetable meal which was very 

pleasant and then we took an opportunity to look at the handywork of the local women who were using dried 

water hyacinth to make every day things around the house. 

 

We then transferred back into the large boat again and chugged slowly back to the depot where we disembarked. 

Most birds on the way back were essentially what we had seen in good numbers earlier. Back on our mini coach 

and after popping in to the Post Office to purchase stamps, we visited the Royal Independence Gardens at Siem 

Reap and witnessed the spectacle of hundreds of flying foxes or Lyle’s Fruit Bats roosting in the tall trees. 

Common birds included Common Myna, Zebra Dove, Scaly-breasted Munia and Yellow-browed Warbler, while 

an adult female Peregrine wasn’t anticipated! 

 

Sadly bird trappers were exhibiting lots of wild birds which had been caught and kept in cages in sweltering 

conditions, the idea being that you handed money over to release them then and there. Germaine’s Swiftlets and 

Sand Martins in particular were suffering and many were close to death. Other species included Chestnut and 

Scaly-breasted Munias, Streaked and Baya Weavers, House and Tree Sparrows, Common Mynas, three species of 

dove and even a selection of turtles where you were expected to provide dollars to aid their escape! 

 

Areas of worship and what used to be the residence used by the Cambodian Royal Family attracted tourist 

interest and after our fill we were conveyed back to the Sonalong Boutique Hotel where we were treated to 

another enjoyable dinner and an opportunity to relax and reflect on the day’s events. 
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Day 5 Tuesday 4th February 

We again met at the hotel foyer at 5.15am, this time for a long day out visiting a large agricultural area to the west 

of the city called Ang Trapeang Thmor. This area of rice production is also a renown wintering spot for small 

numbers of the rare Sarus Cranes, but their exact location varies day to day and normally tends to be where the 

fields are at their dampest. 

 

It takes almost two hours to drive to the main area, leaving a main road and circumnavigating along dusty and 

very uneven tracks. An adult male Eastern Marsh Harrier and a fine male Pied Harrier caused a worthwhile stop 

and we saw several more Marsh Harriers that morning. Arriving at some vegetated pools we decamped from our 

4x4 vehicles and birded the immediate area which was bird-rich, eating our packed breakfasts as we did so. Up to 

three Black-browed Reed Warblers showed intermittently, as did up to three Oriental Reed Warblers plus plenty 

of Red-throated Pipits and a handful of waders which included a couple of Spotted Redshanks and two Painted 

Snipe. Pheasant-tailed and Bronzed Jacanas and Grey-headed Swamphens were unflustered at our presence and 

one of the vehicles earlier saw a White-breasted Waterhen cross the track. A Yellow Bittern showed twice, a 

Plain Prinia did likewise and some open water attracted a couple of handsome Spot-billed Ducks. 

 

We reluctantly moved on and visited the village where the Sam Veasna Centre provided a comfort stop. We 

learnt that some cranes had been located nearly an hour away and we drove slowly along dusty and then muddy 

tracks in order to locate them. On arrival the heat haze was already strong and it was hard to make out the 

features of about 16 Sarus Cranes – but even under these conditions they looked large and stately. Lots of other 

birds were there too, particularly storks, pelicans, herons, egrets and up to five Spotted Eagles.  

 

Most of the birds were distant but some of the waders and passerines came closer and we were particularly 

thrilled to be able to study some close Oriental Pratincoles resting on the ground. A couple of stints flying 

around fortunately eventually landed close to us and they proved to be Long-toed Stints, something of a bonus 

bird. Red-throated and Paddyfield Pipits were whizzing around and what may have been a Richard’s Pipit flew 

off before it’s identity could be confirmed. Despite willing the cranes to come closer it wasn’t going to happen so 

we reluctantly returned to our waiting vehicles and drove to a copse of trees in a rice field which is a traditional 

spot at which to try and find some owls. 

 

The local guides were on form and showed us a resting Spotted Wood Owl, a panting Spotted Owlet and a 

single Barn Owl. Other birds included Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker and three Asian Koels, a Rufous-winged 

Buzzard and some Red-wattled Lapwings.  

 

Our long morning was rewarded with an enjoyable late lunch back at the SVC building in the village. Our next 

venue was the nearby reservoir which seeks to provide water for all the agricultural interests in this region. 

Despite being well into the dry season there was plenty of water and water-birds with hundreds of Lesser 

Whistling Ducks, a few hundred Garganey, some Eurasian Coots and Little Grebes, Pheasant-tailed Jacanas and 

Cotton Pygmy Geese. A few Spot-billed Ducks were there too and a couple of drake Tufted Ducks were 

unexpected rare visitors to this part of the world! The lilyponds on the other side of the road held more Cotton 

Pygmy Geese, Pied Kingfishers and Little Grebes. In the village we popped into a private dwelling where the 

local lady was a skilled maker of silk garments and cotton products. A small cooperative of ladies in the village 
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were working hard to complete this very patient and detailed work using looms and Mr Hang kindly interpreted 

how it all worked. 

 

With a two hour journey ahead of us back to Siem Reap, many of us snoozed in the A/C vehicles as we 

progressed back east. Some of the rice paddies had fresh green rice growing in them and birds attracted to them 

and often perched on wires included many Black Drongos, Blue-tailed Bee-eaters and Brown Shrikes. We 

enjoyed our last evening meal at Sonalong which included still bubbling Redfish, caught up with our check lists 

and retired to pack and fall into bed after a tiring but rewarding day. 

Day 6 Wednesday 5th February 

Another early start had us at the front of the hotel at 5.15am and after packing our convoy of vehicles we set off 

for fresh adventures! A ninety minute journey saw us driving on to the Bengal Florican Protected Grassland site 

at Prolay where we hoped to catch up with several good birds including the threatened Bengal Florican, a form 

of small Asiatic bustard. 

 

As we trundled across the open prairie-like landscape, a few birds appeared which included thirty Spot-billed 

Ducks and a Greenshank on a lake and quartering examples of both Pied and Eastern Marsh Harriers. We met 

some local community guides and whilst we were eating our breakfast could see a male Bengal Florican working 

the grassland nearby (well at least it’s neck and head!). 

 

With breakfast polished off we took a walk through this great looking habitat and disturbed Australasian Bush-

larks, Paddyfield Pipits, Common Button-quail, Zitting Cisticola, the varieties of eastern Stonechat, Pied 

Bushchat and a distant Black-winged Kite. Bigger birds flying over included Painted Storks. 

 

We then switched out attention to a rice field being harvested plus an adjoining ditch and scrub. This was 

productive with views of a pair of Striated Grassbirds performing out on the rice stubble, a Bluethroat, two 

skulking Lanceolated Warblers and both Paddyfield and Red-throated Pipits performing nicely. The breezy 

conditions ensured that Manchurian Reed Warblers were essentially seen in flight only with just a couple of brief 

‘on the top of vegetation’ glimpses and two more male Bengal Floricans emerged and showed nicely. 

 

We decided to press on from this area and after thanking our local trackers took a couple of hours to reach a 

good dining out restaurant which served very nice traditional cuisine. Some lily-pad pools outside the restaurant 

were good for dragonflies, butterflies and bees. With still a little way to go we pressed on and in good time rolled 

up at the village and woodland of Tmatboey. Here the little, basic camp in the dipterocarp forest was to be our 

accommodation for the next three nights. Once we sussed out our respective rooms and had a quick look 

around it was time to have a crack at one of the site specialities, White-shouldered Ibis. We climbed in our 

vehicles and drove the short distance to the main road and after a couple of minutes were shown the nest of the 

said ibis with an almost full grown chick inside! We kept a respectable distance and the chick pretty much 

ignored us. Other birds included a close Indochinese Cuckooshrike, Purple Sunbirds and a pair of Shikra. 

 

We drove on a little further and took a woodland walk which proved to be very productive for birds and 

included Sooty-headed Bulbul, Golden-fronted Leafbird, a couple of Rufous-winged Buzzards, our first 

Rufescent Prinias, Large Cuckooshrike, two Verditer Flycatchers and Plaintive Cuckoo. On our way back we saw 
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first one, then two adult White-faced Ibis flying back to the nesting tree. Like most places we had already seen 

the woodland and open grassland was alight with fires burning haphazardly, mostly intentional as the locals try to 

burn off the grasses and understorey so they can access to trees within the forest and hunt the wildlife that exists. 

 

Back then to the camp to refresh, dine and relax before the check list and briefing. One of the regular giant 

Tokay Geckos strutted his stuff and provided photo opportunities around the dining area. Cool water and coffee 

and tea was on tap by the food preparation area and Mardy and crew brought a freezer box and cold drinks 

which included Cambodian beer. 

Day 7 Thursday 6th February 

A 5.15am start was necessary to try to work our way deep into the forest, this time in search of the fabulous 

Giant Ibis. Again we were led to a nesting tree with an adult on the nest and a second bird coming in. Local 

people stand guard over these nests but unfortunately they couldn’t stop the burning forest. The very recent 

flames had reduced the grasses and trees to ash but had not affected the ibis high up in the top third of the big 

tree. Most of us missed the silent changeover at the nest but we continued to keep watch from a safe distance 

whilst we munched our breakfast of rice and omelette and coffee. The biggest ibis in the world and numbering 

just a few hundred, they look ancient and almost prehistoric with their wrinkled skin and metallic, iridescent 

plumage. 

 

Vernal Hanging Parrots hurtled past at an incredible rate and we saw the regular parakeets as well as plenty of 

Common Woodshrikes and a single Large Woodshrike. Black-hooded Orioles, Purple Sunbirds and Indochinese 

Bushlarks all enhanced the scenery with their calls and songs and the fantails here were White-browed Fantails. 

Small Minivets were common and we enjoyed close views of Burmese Shrikes, a species that enjoys the 

transition between savanna and seasonally dry forest. A small flock of Yellow-footed Green Pigeons arrived and 

Mr Hang expertly found one of these birds incubating in a low level nest! A Collared Falconet, initially at long 

range but then closer was a fabulous-looking bird. 

 

It was hot and although the birding was very good we were thankful of a break late morning when we headed 

back to camp for lunch, but not before another Giant Ibis and two White-shouldered Ibis flushed up from a 

near dried-out pool on our way back. Those interested in the flora and other wildlife disciplines had time to 

investigate and photograph examples closer to hand. 

 

Back at camp some excess rice and other food was placed out on the bird table by a small drinking pool and in 

the heat of the day this attracted the likes of Red-billed Blue Magpie, Greater Coucal and Cambodian Striped 

Squirrel. Other birds in the trees surrounding this little area included Indochinese Cuckooshrike, Scarlet and 

Ashy Minivets, Taiga and Hainan Blue Flycatchers and Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrikes. A pair of Ruby-cheeked 

Sunbirds were much enjoyed. 

 

We began our afternoon foray at about 2.45pm and checked out some of the known pools, drying rapidly in the 

forest. We came across a Lesser Adjutant which was no doubt feeding on the trapped fish and the many frogs 

and toads found there, but no more feeding ibis were encountered. We came across Crested Serpent Eagle and 

typical birds of this habitat included Lineated Barbet, a group of stunning Black-headed Woodpeckers and three 

of the big White-bellied Woodpeckers. We enjoyed views of Rufous-winged Buzzard, Rufous Woodpecker, 
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Common Iora, a Radde’s Warbler, Burmese Nuthatches and a calling Chinese Francolin actually on view on a 

tree branch. 

 

As afternoon turned to evening we tried for owls, saw none but heard Brown Fish Owl, Barn Owl, Spotted 

Wood Owl and saw an unidentified nightjar (probably Savanna). A calling Green Peafowl was a surprise but of 

course couldn’t be seen. Before it was too gloomy two Giant Ibis flew over and then trumpeted their loud 

bugling cry before disappearing. 

 

However the main surprise of the evening was finding an unidentified as to species flying squirrel! On our return 

to camp Paul heroically found another one in trees along the entrance track to our camp. Both animals 

performed, initially scampering along branches in response to torch light and then sailing down to the ground as 

they are designed to do and scuttling off in the vegetation. Wow! 

 

We eventually rolled into camp at 7.45pm and enjoyed an excellent and very fresh Cambodian style supper which 

everyone enjoyed. After completing our checklist it was time for bed after a long but good day out in the field! 

Day 8 Friday 7th February 

We awoke early and took breakfast in the camp at 6.30am before being driven to an area of open forest and dry 

rice fields. Here we decamped and went for an enjoyable, slow walk with plenty of birds…Crested Serpent 

Eagles and Rufous-winged Buzzards were watching from on high and bare treetops attracted Indochinese Roller, 

various drongos and common doves. An array of pigeons included the Green Imperial Pigeon, Orange-breasted, 

Thick-billed and Yellow-footed Green Pigeons and we accidently flushed a Chinese Francolin just as we started 

out. 

 

The big woodpeckers are always sought after and we succeeded in securing good views of a pair of Great Slaty 

Woodpeckers with their constantly flicking wings and manic call. They stayed on view for a long while atop a 

bare crowned tree. A male White-bellied Woodpecker was a distraction however, and as usual it seems that the 

best birds all come at once and you are not sure which to look at first! 

 

We also felt rather greedy when we disturbed a family of three Giant Ibis from a damp area, two adults and a 

juvenile – these after all are very rare birds and it was wonderful listening to the trumpet-like call of the adult as it 

alerted the youngster to our presence. Here also there was a dilemma as we found a small party of Common 

Button-quail at the same time which scurried into some yellowing grass – we elected to try and obtain better 

views of these little dots as well as savouring the views of the biggest ibis in the world! 

 

We picked up on Vinous-breasted Starling, Red-wattled Lapwing, Rufous Treepie, Oriental Hornbill, Common 

Iora, minivets, our first Hair-crested Drongos of the trip, White-rumped Shama and Plain-backed Sparrows. 

With lots of other species seen from previous forays it was a good morning’s birding, but unfortunately there 

was nothing much of the interest for those more inclined towards mammals. 

 

We finished the session with a short walk to a dense bamboo/scrub area known to be a resting spot for the 

scarce Brown Wood Owl. Two adults flew from their daytime roost and provided reasonable views but we were 

delighted to find an almost full size youngster too. He/she didn’t move and simply watched us with a little 
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curiosity but was actually more interested in the whereabouts of its parents. We watched from a safe distance and 

retired to ensure that our disturbance was minimal. 

 

We were back at our lodge for another enjoyable lunch and there was time to look around the camp and take 

advantage of the little blind overlooking a bird table and drinking pool. A White-throated Rock Thrush showed 

briefly and a Scarlet Minivet and some Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrikes visited regularly. A Northern Tree Shrew 

feeding on the rice on the bird table was unexpected and most resembled a small ground squirrel. 

 

In the afternoon we patrolled an area of open deciduous woodland set upon rocky ground. Initially proving very 

difficult to pin down, several Rufous-bellied Woodpeckers then gave themselves up and one in particular showed 

very nicely to the point where it was possible to watch him testing and checking the sap holes he had created 

from previous visits to a favourite tree and feeding area. A Yellow-crowned Woodpecker was also well-watched 

and Indochinese Bushlarks sang from tree-top song perches. We also saw four Velvet-fronted Nuthatches 

traversing around and down branches and Common Woodshrikes worked the trees, often in company with 

Scarlet Minivets and White-browed Fantails. 

 

One of the best birds of the session was a ground-roosting Savanna Nightjar, found by a local guide at the base 

of a small tree. We approached to a close distance and managed some great photos and managed to walk in the 

way we had come without flushing it, so confident was it that we couldn’t see him! With the target birds for this 

section of the forest all found we elected to retire from the afternoon heat and return to the camp in preparation 

for our dinner and a nocturnal wander around the habitat near to the lodge. Typically the Collared Scop’s Owl 

that was calling whilst we were eating had shut up by the time we began the torchlight efforts at finding it! Even 

the nearby Asian Barred Owlets that reside near to the camp remained vocal but declined to show themselves so 

we had to admire the many frogs and other jumping and crawling things we encountered in profusion around a 

drying pool and not much else. And of course the Collared Scop’s Owl was calling again after we retired to bed! 

Day 9 Saturday 8th February 

It was a very early start for us in order to drive for about an hour to a different location within the preserved 

forest complex, this time in a part evergreen section alongside a stream which during the wet season is a 

powerful river. Scanning from a watchpoint over the stream provided us with good views of Banded Bay 

Cuckoo, Common Kingfisher, a couple of stunning Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters, plenty of Ashy Minivets, Blue-

winged Leafbirds, Greater Racket-tailed Drongo and several species of dove and pigeon. Whilst munching our 

omelette and rice breakfast and supping hot drinks, the Van Hasselt’s Sunbird (Maroon-bellied) showed well and 

a brown mongoose which was sauntering around on the sandy bank and then jumped the stream was identified 

as a Small Asian Mongoose. Distant storks gliding on thermals were Woolly-necked and Lesser Adjutant. 

 

A wander around the dense hummocks of vegetation failed to locate some calling Orange-breasted Trogons but 

we saw the entertaining Pin-striped Tit-Babblers and a pair of Abbott’s Babblers and an elusive White-throated 

Rock Thrush. A Hainan Blue Flycatcher was sub-songing and a White-rumped Shama played hide and seek with 

us! 

 

We then trailed back to our wating 4x4 vehicles and after some more water intake went in search of a breeding 

pair of Brown Fish Owls known to be nearby. One of the adults flew off at our approach and the other had 
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lodged itself in the nest tree in such a position that we could only really appreciate several feather tracts, the ear 

tufts and sometimes a big glaring orangey-yellow eye! A pair of Rufous Woodpeckers nearby proved challenging 

to appreciate once they had retired to the shadows. 

 

With the day temperatures soaring into the thirties we headed back to the Tmatboey Camp for our lunch for the 

last time and then after providing our thanks to the crew there we motored off to our next destination, the forest 

campsite at Okoki. En-route we stopped off at a traditional town market where we bought some snacks and a 

few other bits and bobs; the camp food had already been purchased by another crew on our behalf. 

 

We drove slowly along the sandy tracks into Okoki, arriving late afternoon. This temporary and basic site is 

managed by a village community living in the forest, aided and guided by our partners, Sam Viesna. The camp 

had been set up with large twin occupancy tents and we added two more tents for more flexibility. The toilet and 

shower facilities are very basic but the sleeping arrangements generally comfortable and the food created by the 

camp crew is outstanding. After tent allocation and a quick recce of the camp site, we took a short walk through 

the evergreen forest down to a hide or blind overlooking a diminishing pond. Grey-headed Canary Flycatchers 

were quite numerous and various bulbuls were seen, and a White-breasted Waterhen put in a brief appearance. 

On the walk back towards dusk we heard Blyth’s Frogmouth, Asian Barred Owlet and Brown Hawk Owl but 

didn’t manage to locate them. 

 

We quickly adapted to camping and a little later were rewarded with an excellent traditional Cambodian buffet 

which went down very well with chilled beer and soft drinks. On this occasion a generator was available to 

power up our batteries and after it was switched off it was off to bed listening to the insects, frogs and night 

birds of the forest. 

Day 10 Sunday 9th February 

A full day in and around the forest began at dawn with a cooked breakfast of rice and omelette and we then took 

a walk from the camp to see what we could find. Pileated Gibbons could be heard calling or singing from quite a 

way off. As they did for much of the trip, White-crested Laughing-thrushes gargled and warbled from dense 

cover without showing themselves. Mardy located a perched Blue-bearded Bee-eater, the only one we were to 

clap eyes on all trip. Often a solitary bird they produce a very un-bird-like mechanical call. Ashy Minivets, a brief 

view of a Laced Woodpecker and some brief views of Orange-breasted Trogon followed and squirrel fans saw 

plenty of Variable Squirrels but the Black Giant Squirrels were more elusive. 

 

We manoeuvred around trails in an effort to find the shy birds of the forest but despite our stealth most of what 

we saw were repeat birds of previous days. The poorly known Ochraceous Bulbul was heard calling but just like 

the more numerous Grey-eyed Bulbuls remained mostly out of sight. Contact calls reminded us that there were 

plenty of Yellow-browed, Two-barred and Pale-legged Leaf Warblers above us but these were mostly in the 

canopy and were difficult to spot. Pin-striped Tit-Babblers weren’t much easier but a pair of Scaly-crowned 

Babblers were flitting around right next to us. Another male White-throated Rock Thrush was on view for a 

short time before vanishing before everyone saw it properly. 
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We had a look around the back of the two ponds in the forest here and enjoyed quite a spectacle of basking 

dragonflies and butterflies of all different sizes and colours. A Black Baza and a Changeable Hawk-Eagle showed 

briefly in the skies above us as did a small flight of Woolly-necked Storks. 

 

We emerged in to our campsite rather weary although the super cooked lunch soon perked us up! 

 

The afternoon was to be quite an adventure! Local people working in the forest reported that White-winged 

Ducks were sometimes roosting on a tree by a small river but the only easy access was by utilising the traditional 

Asian two-wheeled tractor. We used our 4x4 vehicles to go part way along the road and then after something of 

a false start, two tractors and trailers weaved their way along forest trails to the site with us sitting in the back! All 

very unorthodox, but a laugh, and we made progress to a muster point and set off on a slow twenty minute hike. 

In the meantime Paul had elected to remain in camp and tactically came up trumps. He located the White-crested 

Laughing-thrushes with assistance from one of the camp crew and later captured an excellent image of an 

Oriental Bay Owl perched on a tree! Sadly this was to be the only one seen all trip. 

 

In the meantime the remainder of the group pressed on, enjoying brief views of Common Flameback and rather 

better perched views of the gorgeous Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters and more Variable Squirrels. Red-rumped 

Swallows hawked overhead as we arrived at the duck roosting spot and made ready for any avian visitors. 

Various birds included a mimicking White-rumped Shama in the bushes next to us and as the daylight faded we 

heard calling Brown Fish Owl and Grey-headed Fish-eagle. Sadly the ducks didn’t materialise, the only 

consolation being a myriad of assorted bats and a view of the huge, harrier-like Great-eared Nightjar. And so 

back to the tractors and a ride through the forest using torches to try and spot wildlife was mostly unsuccessful, 

such is the noise of the tractor engines! Eventually, a weary set of Naturetrekkers arrived back in camp and in 

typical modest style, Paul down-played his excellent observations! His image of the owl was very good though! 

 

After a late cooked dinner, which some said was one of our best meals all trip, we tried a nocturnal walk to track 

down the elusive owls and frogmouth. We heard them and the frogmouth was very close but sadly we didn’t 

connect. After a tiring energy-sapping day many people slept particularly well that night! 

Day 11 Monday 10th February 

Following our camp breakfast we took another forest trail to look for primates, birds and anything else of note. 

The gibbons were quiet and we didn’t find anything more exciting than Variable Squirrel on the mammal front. 

Birds in the air included more Woolly-necked Storks and a Lanceolated Warbler preferred to run rather than fly 

in vegetation by one of the ponds, and an Eastern Crowned Warbler showed briefly near there too. The bird 

flocks included White-bellied Erpornis, Grey-headed Canary Flycatchers, Black-naped Monarchs and the same 

babblers as the day before. A perched Asian Barred Owlet was mobbed by some of these birds before the roving 

flock moved on. A Banded Broadbill called a good number of times but couldn’t be lured in. 

 

Back at camp we prepared to move on and ate our cooked lunch in wonderment of how the cooks could prepare 

such food pretty much just on an open fire. Once packed we left the site and spent a couple of hours driving 

slowly along the dusty roads en-route to our next site, the ‘Vulture Restaurant’ at Boengtoal. Roadside birds 

included White-throated Kingfisher and a couple of perched Woolly-necked Storks and regular sightings of 

Indochinese Rollers and Rufous-winged Buzzards. In the two hours or so it took us to circumnavigate the forest, 
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our camp crew had dismantled everything at Okoki, driven through the forest by tractor and were just finishing 

off preparing the new camp on our arrival – amazing! 

 

Following the necessary liquid intake, we set off towards the hide overlooking the vulture dining area where a 

dead cow was the bait. However there was so much to look at it seemed to take an age to get there! Grey-capped 

Pygmy Woodpecker, a White-bellied Woodpecker and three Black-headed Woodpeckers were distraction 

enough aside from lots of parakeets and Vernal Hanging Parrots and our first views of soaring vultures (with a 

Lesser Adjutant). The deciduous trees were home to Common Woodshrikes, Common Ioras, Small and Scarlet 

Minivets, Large and Indochinese Cuckooshrikes, Black-naped and Black-hooded Orioles, Bronzed Drongo, 

Burmese Nuthatch and White-browed Fantail. 

 

At the restaurant there was a single White-rumped Vulture perched on the cow and distant vultures in trees 

included more of this species plus the large Slender-billed Vultures and three Red-headed Vultures. An 

unidentified eagle flew over and a young Eastern Imperial Eagle was perched up in trees opposite and three 

Eastern Marsh Harriers included a female that flew straight past the hide (superficially resembling a ‘ringtail’ Hen 

Harrier). Large-billed Crow and both Vinous-breasted Starlings and Chestnut-headed Starlings found the 

decomposing cow attractive! Asian Green Bee-eaters were sallying out catching the plentiful flies and the 

presence of Pied Bushchats around the carcass was probably for the same reason. After a while it seemed 

obvious that the vultures were sated or otherwise not coming down for a free feed so we meandered back to the 

campsite. A displaying male White-rumped Falcon was a good find and other birds included Plaintive Cuckoo, 

Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo, a pair of Greater Flamebacks and a very stationary Variable Squirrel that refused 

to move an inch despite us watching it for quite some time! 

 

There was time to relax and refresh before our evening meal and check list and for the ardent few we staggered 

back out in to the night and managed to see a tiny Oriental Scop’s Owl by torchlight! 

Day 12 Tuesday 11th February 

A beautiful morning with a rich orange sunrise greeted us as we awoke from our slumbers under canvass for the 

last time. Another early breakfast was eagerly consumed with plenty of hot drinks and we made ready for a two 

km walk to the vulture hide and back. However it took us an age to depart camp as a pair of Chestnut-capped 

Babblers were playing hide and seek in the nearby undergrowth, then we saw a Common Flameback, then a male 

Yellow-crowned Woodpecker and also a large and very impressive agami-type lizard half way up a tree! 

 

We eventually tore ourselves away and started to connect with similar birds to the day before. In addition a Large 

Hawk Cuckoo showed nicely as did Rufous-bellied Woodpecker, Golden-fronted Leafbird, Rufescent and 

Brown Prinias and a pair of Cinereous Tits (Parus cinereous) which acted and called just like Great Tits (some 

literature indicates this is a full species but it seems much more likely to be a washed out form of Great Tit (Parus 

major)). We saw our first Black Bulbul of the trip and encountered more Burmese Shrikes and Hair-crested, 

Bronzed and Greater Racket-tailed Drongos. The pair of Greater Flamebacks were there again and this time it 

was the turn of a Slender-billed Vulture to pose nicely near the vulture watching hide. The remainder of the 

vultures kept their distance and didn’t come down to feed but we thoroughly enjoyed watching two lizards 

outside the hide, one of which was one of the beautifully-marked Butterfly Lizards. 
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After wandering back to camp and rehydrating we again packed and said our good-byes and thanks to the camp 

crew for the last three nights who had looked after us exceptionally well. Our convoy of land-cruisers then 

departed the dry, charred landscape and we headed east and south, passing close by the Laos border. It was a 

slow but comfortable drive and we finally crossed the mighty Mekong at Stoeng Treng where we stopped for a 

restaurant meal. 

 

The road was effectively south from here with the Mekong out of sight on the right hand side as we progressed 

towards the town of Kratie. The birds and roadside wildlife were unremarkable and as in many places in 

Cambodia the countryside is dominated by agriculture, irrigation, domestic stock and lots of new-build houses 

and development at the cost of lowland forest and other natural habitat. 

 

Mid-afternoon found us booking in to the Mom Brocheabrey hotel at Kratie and after freshening up some of us 

went down to do some birding around the rich and fertile rice paddies on the edge of the Mekong. We saw 

plenty of birds but sadly the Asian Golden Weaver didn’t materialise despite recently woven nests. Other 

feathery things included Striated Grassbird, Eastern Yellow Wagtail, Red-throated and Paddyfield Pipits in good 

numbers and literally thousands of Little Cormorants flying over to gather at a roost somewhere. Racket-tailed 

Treepie put in an appearance, Yellow-bellied Prinia could be heard calling and a Lesser Coucal went to ground. 

Plain-backed Sparrows were in good numbers as were Great and Common Mynas, Black Drongos, various 

egrets and Chinese Pond Herons. A Bluethroat was flushed from a field edge and posed for a short time on a 

bank. With dusk approaching we returned to the hotel and later ate at a restaurant nearby that provided both 

Western and traditional Cambodian dishes. For those fed up with rice this was a very welcome reprieve! And 

they even did cocktails and flambéed bananas with mango – wow! 

 

We eventually waddled out of the restaurant after completing our check list following a cocktail and a beer or 

two and retired into the comfort of a hotel bed and air conditioning. Remarkably it was surprising how many 

people said they couldn’t sleep, despite camping for three nights! 

Day 13 Wednesday 12th February 

We had the luxury of a comparatively late start with a 6.30am gathering before we wandered back to the 

restaurant for breakfast. Very nice but service was slow! This was to be our morning for the boat excursion on to 

the River Mekong in search of dolphins and birds. We managed to be the first boats out and actually saw our 

first views of Irrawaddy Dolphin from the shore. 

 

We motored gently towards the far shore in search of the Mekong Wagtail and initially there was no sign. Then 

we saw a pair holding territory on rocks and bushes and managed to approach reasonably close. The male was 

very black and white and sporting an enormous white supercilia; the female was also smart but more grey than 

black. Little Cormorants, Oriental Darters and a few herons and egrets and Great Cormorants were the most 

obvious birds but we manged to land on one of the sandy islands, spotting Grey-throated Martin before we did 

so. Common Sandpiper and Little Ringed Plovers were the waders on show, but we didn’t see the Small 

Pratincole which sometimes resides here. A few passerines included the Golden-bellied Gerygone, a small yellow 

and grey bird which looks something like a sunbird crossed with a warbler! There were singing birds here so 

these islands were presumably their breeding habitat. Lots of Blue-tailed Bee-eaters were taking advantage of the 

skimmers and other dragonflies whizzing around over the water. 
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Then it was back in the boats with a view to seeing closer views of the dolphins; it seems that this small 

population is effectively stranded here and the numbers are very small. Nevertheless we enjoyed multiple 

sightings and could see that there may have been two younger animals amongst the small pods. By this time 

other boats were deploying with decks full of photographers but we hung back and pretty much let the dolphins 

come to us. As with many cetaceans, it is possible to only see a fraction of the animal but Peter S managed an 

excellent head shot photo. With more boats arriving we decided to give the animals some space and returned to 

the bankside and climbed the concrete steps to our waiting vehicles. Nearby Mardy purchased some ‘sticky rice’ 

which is kept moist in a bamboo stick. The rice is blended with other ingredients and is ever so slightly sweet. 

We visited a Buddhist temple nearby for photographs and Mardy instructed us on how you peel the bamboo 

away to eat the ‘sticky rice’ inside. Here also we conversed with some local school children who were showing 

off their basic skills in English. On the dark side there were a couple of ethnic tribe Cambodians who had 

possession of two Macaques which were chained and dressed in human clothes and danced for money. 

 

We then returned to our nearby hotel, quickly packed and popped around the corner for a restaurant meal as 

before. The food was lovely but the service so slow that it compromised our leaving time from Kratie to travel 

to the Siem Forest Reserve. It also didn’t help when vehicle five suffered a blow out through some roadworks, 

but the drivers soon had it sorted! 

 

After a couple of hours we had found a few inclines and some fine gallery forest! We stopped at the roadside and 

straightaway connected with target birds. Several noisy and showy, and very large, Red-vented Barbets seemed to 

be chaperoned by a couple of Green-eared Barbets and there was a couple of Blue-cheeked Barbets too. What a 

noisy lot! A Heart-spotted Woodpecker flew across the road and landed for all to see and a Black Baza glided 

over rather too quickly for some. A Common Emerald Dove also went past far too quickly to be properly 

appreciated but the Oriental Pied Hornbill was a little slower and had more admirers! Vernal Hanging Parrots 

showed nicely hanging upside down! 

 

It was time to move on to the town of Sen Monorom which was almost an hour away and there we checked in 

to the Nature Lodge for our three night stay. We just about managed to achieve this and find our well-spread 

chalets before darkness fell. The food proved to be good here, if a little haphazard as far as organisation and 

service was concerned, and after our dinner we completed the check list and retired for the night ahead of an 

early start the following morning. 

Day 14 Thursday 13th February 

A very early assembly at the Nature Lodge was a precursor to an hour’s drive to a block of upland forest known 

as the Jahoo Gibbon Camp. Here we ate some bread-based breakfast and drank hot drinks whilst spotting 

Northern Pig-tailed Macaques in the trees. A few birds were calling and showing themselves including Plain 

Flowerpeckers and a little later we took a pleasant if humid trail through the part-evergreen forest. Calling birds 

included unseen Puff-throated Babbler and Banded Kingfisher but we saw the Scaly-crowned Babblers and 

heard both Red-headed and Orange-breasted Trogons. Two calling Bar-bellied Pittas refused to show themselves 

and even a Collared Owlet was calling for a short time. Two White-throated Rock Thrushes put in brief 

appearances as did Hainan Blue and Asian Brown Flycatchers. We also came across our first Pallas’s Squirrels 

here. 
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Whilst we were waiting for a glimpse of one of the pittas, the local guide spotted some movement in the trees 

and in due course everyone in the group saw a troop of at least eight Southern Yellow-cheeked Crested Gibbons. 

We had heard them when we were consuming our breakfast hours beforehand; this time we watched as they 

sedately climbed and swung through the trees to again melt into the forest! Wild and wary, these were the 

highlight of the day and possibly for a couple in the group the highlight of the entire tour! Before they 

disappeared it was possible to see them picking and eating leaves in the canopy. 

 

More birds were glimpsed as we progressed along the trail, Yellow-bellied Warbler being perhaps the most 

noteworthy, plus a couple of amazing lizards working the tree trunks and blending in superbly and a good variety 

of flowers and blossom were noted along the way. 

 

We emerged from the forest trail close to our vehicles agreeing that it had been a fabulous walk if a little humid 

and we were all looking forward to a cool drink. While we relaxed and took some drink aboard there was time to 

see a Thick-billed Flowerpecker, Crested Serpent Eagles and a Jerdon’s Baza as well as more regular birds of the 

forest edge. 

 

We moved on from this site and drove up to and through the Siema Forest complex to eat at a roadside 

restaurant and then returned to the forest to continue our wildlife watching. On walking in to the hot gallery 

forest we could hear a variety of birds and with persistence began to see some of them. We spent ages listening 

to a Germaine’s Peacock-Pheasant calling next to the track and remained still hoping it would provide great 

views. Eventually the skittish bird came to the side of the track and sprinted the short distance across it which 

created amusement as well as some frustration! So we moved on and picked up on a variety of forest birds; for 

many though the best beast was a Black Giant Squirrel which was flaked out on a horizontal tree branch and 

providing excellent views and another opportunity to test digi-scope skills (or the lack of them)! 

 

Retracing our steps was all we needed to do to enjoy great views of two Collared Falconets catching insects 

above us and a Great Hawk Cuckoo clambering around in the same tree and probably eating the same insects. 

Airborne gleaners above the tree-tops appeared to include Himalyan Swiflets. Green-eared and Blue-eared 

Barbets were also on show, while Verditer Flycatcher was seen as were both leafbird species. 

 

A short drive down to the road to a roadside quarry was in the vain hope of seeing Green Peafowl which are 

known to use this area in which to roost safely. It was busy and difficult to see how birds coped with the almost 

constant disturbance but we saw four distant Black-shanked Douc Langurs sitting atop chosen branches. A 

couple of Golden-crested Mynas sat up for most of the time we were there and were a new bird for many in the 

party. We also saw perched White-throated Kingfisher and several distant Oriental Dollarbirds, lots of Red-

breasted Parakeets and in time hordes of assorted bats! But sadly no peafowl or nightjars and after a long day it 

was time to traverse east and take our hour long journey back to camp, a shower and a well-earned dinner! It was 

a particularly long day but it meant that our last two days would be much shorter in compensation. 

Day 15 Friday 14th February 

Valentine’s Day arrived and we were spoilt with a 6.30am cooked breakfast before we started out! Birds around 

the camp included Black Bulbul, Hoopoe, Green-billed Malkoha, Shikra, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch and a cracking 

Crimson Sunbird around the restaurant. 
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After breakfast we went out and after a drive stopped off along a track to look for birds typical of the Dakdam 

Uplands. A lot of this was small bird work in trees and foliage and it was initially slow progress in trying to 

obtain sufficient views. Indochinese Barbets were quite numerous and there were plenty of Yellow-browed 

Warblers plus smaller numbers of Two-barred and Pale-legged Warblers. A singing Kloss’s Leaf Warbler 

remained hidden. A female Fire-breasted Flowerpecker was identified by Mardy and we saw examples of Van 

Hasselt’s Sunbird and Yellow-vented Flowerpecker. Oriental White-eyes and Asian Fairy Bluebirds and Ashy 

Bulbul were on show too. 

 

We took a short walk through a young coffee plantation and encountered some different species as we scanned 

the nearby woodland and damp areas. They included a pair of Oriental or Crested Honey Buzzards, a couple of 

rather resplendent Maroon Orioles, Red-whiskered Bulbuls, two Grey-capped Pygmy Woodpeckers and plenty 

of Pin-tailed Green Pigeons. 

 

After a birding session in the morning heat we motored back to the Nature Lodge for lunch and a little reprieve 

or birding around the grounds. The afternoon session took us to a nearby hydro electric plant with a ravine full 

of vegetation and some water. Mardy found a stunning Long-tailed Broadbill which was rather furtive in the 

bushes but with persistence it showed well. Duller birds included Puff-throated Bulbul, Grey-eyed Bulbul, 

Yellow-bellied Warbler, a Large Hawk Cuckoo briefly, and for those that scanned persistently during the late 

afternoon a couple of very distant Pale-capped Pigeons, more Pin-tailed Green Pigeons, a Mountain Imperial 

Pigeon a Common Kestrel and some Ashy Woodswallows. A White-throated Fantail and a Black-headed Bulbul 

were the only ones all trip! 

 

It was only a short trip back to the Nature Lodge and our last night together. The menu includes plenty of 

Western-style food but it was impressive to see many of us still sticking to the lovely Cambodian dishes with 

their plethora of vegetables, subtle sauces and well-prepared meat and fish (and of course rice and soup)! 

 

We made a point of thanking Mardy for his incredible hard work and super enthusiasm during the delivery of the 

tour and agreed that we had enjoyed an amazing slice of true Cambodia! 

Day 16 Saturday 15th February 

Our last day in Cambodia and another gentle start, with a 6.30am breakfast, coffee and fruit juices. Some of the 

standard birds came to have a look at us whilst we were dining which included Oriental Magpie Robin, Pin-

striped Tit-Babbler and Sooty-headed Bulbuls. Down at the lower slopes of the lodge field a roving party of 

White-eared Laughingthrushes showed very well first thing and were the only ones all trip. A Green-billed 

Malkoha was also doing the rounds and at least one Hoopoe showed well outside one of the chalets. 

 

Once we were packed and sorted we said good bye to our comfortable abode and drove back towards the Siema 

Forest Preserve. Initially the birds were all the usual fare but at the forest our convoy pulled over as the lead 

vehicle had seen a couple of Great Hornbills fly over the road. By the time we had cleared the forest, seven of 

these huge birds were accounted for! A little further and car 5 stopped for a troop of Black-shanked Douc 

Langurs in roadside trees whilst cars 1-4 stopped for a troop of Northern Pig-tailed Macaques – unfortunately 

both troops didn’t like the vehicles stopping and melted away into the forest. A few forest birds were seen during 

these stops and then we progressed down on to the lowlands and headed generally west to Phnom Penh. 
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Standard fare alongside the busy highways included Indochinese Roller, egrets, mynas, doves and common 

sparrows but not much else! 

 

We stopped for comfort breaks and lunch and then skirted to the north of the city and tried a location for the 

endemic Cambodian Tailorbird. We stopped at a likely location and took a short walk across two small 

paddyfields. Despite evidence of significant habitat destruction, Mardy soon had three of the tailorbirds in our 

sights and providing close views. Formally accepted as a new species as recently as 2013, it is already threatened 

due to habitat destruction as the river valleys and confluence are prime areas for development. 

 

Our brief stop also proved productive for some good birds with good views of Black-winged Kite, Yellow-

bellied Prinia, Black-browed Reed Warbler and brief views of Common Button-Quail and Oriental Reed 

Warbler. A Siberian Rubythroat called from cover and we watched a pair of Plaintive Cuckoos on the walk back 

to our waiting 4x4s.  

 

Before we drove in to the city we applauded our steadfast drivers and assistant guide Mr Hang and then took a 

slow drive to the international airport where we said our respective good byes and our Cambodia adventure was 

over! 

Day 17 Sunday 16th February 

Arrival back into the UK 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

  E=Endemic, N=Near-endemic I=Introduced February 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

1 Chinese Francolin Francolinus pintadeanus    H 1+ ✓ H  H      

2 King Quail Excalfactoria chinensis    1+           

3 Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus     H  H H H   H H  

4 Germain's Peacock Pheasant Polyplectron germaini            1   

5 Green Peafowl Pavo muticus     H          

6 Lesser Whistling Duck Dendrocygna javanica   
✓            

7 Cotton Pygmy Goose Nettapus coromandelianus ✓  
✓            

8 Garganey Spatula querquedula  30 ✓            

9 Indian Spot-billed Duck Anas poecilorhyncha  2 10 30      2 5    

10 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula   2            

11 Blyth's/Indochinese Frogmouth Batrachostomus affinis       H        

12 Great Eared Nightjar Lyncornis macrotis        1+       

13 Savanna Nightjar Caprimulgus affinis      1    H     

14 Crested Treeswift Hemiprocne coronata    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓ 

15 Himalayan Swiftlet Aerodramus brevirostris            
✓ ✓ ✓ 

16 Germain's Swiftlet Aerodramus germani ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓   

✓ ✓ ✓  
✓ 

17 Needletail sp. Hirundapus sp.              
✓ 

18 Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
✓ ✓    

✓ ✓ ✓ 

19 Bengal Florican Houbaropsis bengalensis    3♂♂           

20 Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis H ✓ ✓  
✓ 2 H ✓ H H ✓ H   

21 Lesser Coucal Centropus bengalensis  1  2           

22 Green-billed Malkoha Phaenicophaeus tristis      1 1    1 2 1 1 

23 Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus   3 H ✓ H H        

24 Banded Bay Cuckoo Cacomantis sonneratii      3 2  H H  1 H  

25 Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus   2 2     2     2 

26 Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo Surniculus lugubris         1+   1   

27 Large Hawk-Cuckoo Hierococcyx sparverioides    1      1  1 1  

28 Rock Dove - I Columba livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓      
✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ 

29 Pale-capped Pigeon Columba punicea             2  
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30 Red Turtle Dove Streptopelia tranquebarica    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓ ✓   
✓ 

31 Spotted Dove Spilopelia chinensis               

32 Barred Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia unchall   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

33 Common Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica             5  

34 Zebra Dove Geopelia striata           1 2   

35 Orange-breasted Green Pigeon Treron bicinctus      1         

36 Thick-billed Green Pigeon Treron curvirostra       
✓ 1  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

37 Yellow-footed Green Pigeon Treron phoenicopterus     
✓ 2+ ✓        

38 Pin-tailed Green Pigeon Treron apicauda             
✓  

39 Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula aenea      2 1 3       

40 Mountain Imperial Pigeon Ducula badia             1  

41 Slaty-breasted Rail Gallirallus striatus              H 

42 White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus   1    1        

43 Grey-headed Swamphen Porphyrio poliocephalus   
✓            

44 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra   
✓            

45 Sarus Crane Antigone antigone   16            

46 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   
✓            

47 Common/Small Buttonquail Turnix sylvaticus    6  3+         

48 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus   
✓ 1          

✓ 

49 Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus   
✓  H 2         

50 Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva   12            

51 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius   
✓        2    

52 Greater Painted-snipe Rostratula benghalensis   2            

53 Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus   
✓            

54 Bronze-winged Jacana Metopidius indicus   
✓            

55 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa   3            

56 Long-toed Stint Calidris subminuta   2+            

57 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago  1 ✓       2     

58 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos   1        1    

59 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus            H   

60 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola  3 ✓ 1+           

61 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus   4 H           
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62 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia   3 1           

63 Oriental Pratincole Glareola maldivarum  1 6 3          H 

64 Brown-headed Gull Chroicocephalus brunnicephalus               

65 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida  
✓ ✓            

66 Milky Stork Mycteria cinerea  2+             

67 Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala  
✓ ✓ ✓           

68 Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans  
✓ ✓            

69 Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus       
✓ ✓ ✓      

70 Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus 1 c10   2  2  1      

71 Greater Adjutant Leptoptilos dubius  4             

72 Little Cormorant Microcarbo niger ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓      
✓ ✓    

73 Indian Cormorant Phalacrocorax fuscicollis 1 ✓ ✓       1     

74 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo  
✓ ✓        

✓    

75 Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster 2+ ✓ ✓            

76 Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus  
✓ ✓            

77 White-shouldered Ibis Pseudibis davisoni    3 2 2         

78 Giant Ibis Pseudibis gigantea     5 3+         

79 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus  1 5            

80 Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis  2 1            

81 Cinnamon Bittern Ixobrychus cinnamomeus  
✓             

82 Black Bittern Dupetor flavicollis  2+             

83 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax   1            

84 Striated Heron Butorides striata  
✓             

85 Chinese Pond Heron Ardeola bacchus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

86 Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓ ✓   

✓ 

87 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea  
✓ ✓ ✓       

✓    

88 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea  
✓ ✓ ✓           

89 Great Egret Ardea alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
✓    

✓   
✓ 

90 Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia  
✓ ✓ ✓      

✓    
✓ 

91 Little Egret Egretta garzetta ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓     

✓   
✓ 

92 Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philippensis  
✓ ✓ ✓           

93 Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus   3 2      1    1 
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94 Crested Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus             2  

95 Jerdon's Baza Aviceda jerdoni            1   

96 Black Baza Aviceda leuphotes   3     1   1    

97 White-rumped Vulture Gyps bengalensis         
✓ ✓     

98 Slender-billed Vulture Gyps tenuirostris         
✓ ✓     

99 Red-headed Vulture Sarcogyps calvus         3 3     

100 Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela     1 3+ H  2   2 H  

101 Changeable Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus        1       

102 Greater Spotted Eagle Clanga clanga   5            

103 Eastern Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca       1        

104 Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus        1       

105 Shikra Accipiter badius 2   2 ✓ 1+ 2      1  

106 Eastern Marsh Harrier Circus spilonotus   6 2     3      

107 Pied Harrier Circus melanoleucos   1 2           

108 Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus  1             

109 Grey-headed Fish Eagle Haliaeetus ichthyaetus  2      H       

110 Rufous-winged Buzzard Butastur liventer   1 2 2 6 2  
✓      

111 Eastern Barn Owl Tyto javanica   1  H    H      

112 Oriental Bay Owl Phodilus badius       H 1       

113 Collared Scops Owl Otus lettia    H  H H        

114 Oriental Scops Owl Otus sunia     H    1      

115 Brown Fish Owl Ketupa zeylonensis     H  2 H       

116 Spotted Wood Owl Strix seloputo   1  H          

117 Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica      3         

118 Collared Owlet Glaucidium brodiei            H H  

119 Asian Barred Owlet Glaucidium cuculoides 4   H ✓ H H H ✓   H   

120 Spotted Owlet Athene brama   1            

121 Brown Hawk-Owl (Boobook) Ninox scutulata 2      H H H      

122 Orange-breasted Trogon Harpactes oreskios       H 1+ H   H   

123 Red-headed Trogon Harpactes erythrocephalus            H   

124 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops     H    H 3   
✓ ✓ 

125 Great Hornbill Buceros bicornis             
✓ 7 
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126 Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris     H 2 1 3   1 H H  

127 Indochinese Roller Coracias affinis  1 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 1 ✓ ✓ ✓    

128 Oriental Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis            4   

129 Banded Kingfisher Lacedo pulchella            H   

130 Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis  3 1    1 H       

131 White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis  1 1 1 H 3   1  1 1 H  

132 Black-capped Kingfisher Halcyon pileata  3             

133 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis  
✓ ✓    1   

✓   H  

134 Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis   16        1    

135 Blue-bearded Bee-eater Nyctyornis athertoni        1       

136 Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

✓ ✓ 

137 Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus  
✓ ✓ ✓    

✓  
✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ 

138 Chestnut-headed Bee-eater Merops leschenaulti       2 3      
✓ 

139 Red-vented Barbet Psilopogon lagrandieri           3 H   

140 Lineated Barbet Psilopogon lineatus ✓  H H ✓ ✓ ✓ H  H    H 

141 Green-eared Barbet Psilopogon faiostrictus           2 ✓   

142 Indochinese Barbet Psilopogon annamensis             
✓  

143 Blue-eared Barbet Psilopogon duvaucelii        H   2 ✓   

144 Coppersmith Barbet Psilopogon haemacephalus ✓ 1  H  
✓ ✓ H       

145 Heart-spotted Woodpecker Hemicircus canente           1    

146 Grey-capped Pygmy Woodpecker Yungipicus canicapillus     1 ✓ 1 ✓ 1 ✓   2  

147 Yellow-crowned Woodpecker Leiopicus mahrattensis      1    1     

148 Rufous-bellied Woodpecker Dendrocopos hyperythrus      6   H 4     

149 Freckle-breasted Woodpecker Dendrocopos analis   1 2           

150 White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis     3 1  H 1      

151 Greater Yellownape Chrysophlegma flavinucha     1       H   

152 Lesser Yellownape Picus chlorolophus      H         

153 Laced Woodpecker Picus vittatus        1       

154 Black-headed Woodpecker Picus erythropygius     2+    3      

155 Common Flameback Dinopium javanense      H H 4 H ✓  1   

156 Greater Flameback Chrysocolaptes guttacristatus         2 2     

157 Rufous Woodpecker Micropternus brachyurus     1  2        
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158 Great Slaty Woodpecker Mulleripicus pulverulentus      2     H H   

159 White-rumped Falcon Polihierax insignis         1      

160 Collared Falconet Microhierax caerulescens     1       2   

161 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus             1  

162 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus  1♀             

163 Blossom-headed Parakeet Psittacula roseata    
✓ ✓ ✓   

✓ ✓ ✓    

164 Red-breasted Parakeet Psittacula alexandri ✓    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

165 Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria ✓     
✓   

✓      

166 Vernal Hanging Parrot Loriculus vernalis    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

167 Long-tailed Broadbill Psarisomus dalhousiae             1  

168 Banded Broadbill Eurylaimus javanicus         H      

169 Blue Pitta Hydrornis cyaneus             H  

170 Bar-bellied Pitta Hydrornis elliotii            H   

171 Golden-bellied Gerygone Gerygone sulphurea           
✓    

172 Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus     
✓ 3 ✓      

✓  

173 Large Woodshrike Tephrodornis virgatus     1          

174 Common Woodshrike Tephrodornis pondicerianus    2+ ✓ ✓ ✓ 1 ✓ ✓     

175 Ashy Woodswallow Artamus fuscus           
✓ 1 ✓ ✓ 

176 Common Iora Aegithina tiphia     1 ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓  1 ✓  

177 Great Iora Aegithina lafresnayei        
✓       

178 Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓     

179 Scarlet Minivet Pericrocotus speciosus     
✓ 1 ✓  

✓ ✓  
✓ ✓ ✓ 

180 Ashy Minivet Pericrocotus divaricatus ✓    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓      

181 Large Cuckooshrike Coracina macei    2 1 1   
✓ ✓   1  

182 Indochinese Cuckooshrike Lalage polioptera    2 ✓ ✓ 1  
✓ ✓     

183 Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus   
✓      

✓  
✓  

✓ ✓ 

184 Burmese Shrike Lanius collurioides     
✓ ✓ ✓   

✓   
✓ ✓ 

185 White-bellied Erpornis Erpornis zantholeuca        
✓ ✓   1 ✓  

186 Black-naped Oriole Oriolus chinensis ✓   
✓ ✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  1   

187 Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓     

188 Maroon Oriole Oriolus traillii             2+  

189 Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓ 
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190 Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus ✓      
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

191 Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus        1 ✓ ✓  
✓   

192 Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus      3 1   
✓  

✓   

193 Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus ✓    1 2 ✓ ✓ ✓   
✓ 1  

194 White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis             1  

195 White-browed Fantail Rhipidura aureola     
✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓     

196 Malaysian/Sunda Pied Fantail Rhipidura javanica   2 1      
✓    1 

197 Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea 2     1 ✓ ✓ ✓   
✓   

198 Blyth's Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone affinis       
✓ H H   

✓   

199 Red-billed Blue Magpie Urocissa erythroryncha     2 2 ✓  H      

200 Rufous Treepie Dendrocitta vagabunda ✓     2         

201 Racket-tailed Treepie Crypsirina temia  1    2 2   1     

202 Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos 1 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

203 Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis       
✓ ✓ ✓   

✓ ✓  

204 Cinereous Tit Parus cinereus          2     

205 Horsfield's/ Australasian Bush Lark Mirafra javanica    
✓           

206 Indochinese Bush Lark Mirafra erythrocephala     
✓ ✓         

207 Oriental Skylark Alauda gulgula    
✓           

208 Black-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus atriceps             
✓  

209 Black-crested Bulbul Pycnonotus flaviventris       
✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓ ✓  

210 Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus             
✓  

211 Sooty-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus aurigaster    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓ 

212 Stripe-throated Bulbul Pycnonotus finlaysoni     
✓ ✓ ✓  

✓   
✓ ✓ ✓ 

213 Yellow-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus goiavier ✓ ✓ ✓       
✓ ✓   

✓ 

214 Streak-eared Bulbul Pycnonotus conradi ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓ ✓        

215 Puff-throated Bulbul Alophoixus pallidus       
✓     

✓ ✓  

216 Ochraceous Bulbul Alophoixus ochraceus        H       

217 Grey-eyed Bulbul Iole propinqua        H H   
✓ ✓  

218 Ashy Bulbul Hemixos flavala             
✓  

219 Black Bulbul Hypsipetes leucocephalus          1   
✓ ✓ 

220 Grey-throated Martin Riparia chinensis           
✓    

221 Sand Martin  (Pale Martin) Riparia riparia (diluta)  
✓  

✓           
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222 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

223 Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

224 Yellow-bellied Warbler Abroscopus superciliaris            2 2  

225 Black-throated Bushtit/Gray-throated Tit Aegithalos concinnus             
✓  

226 Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

227 Radde's Warbler Phylloscopus schwarzi     1          

228 Dusky Warbler Phylloscopus fuscatus   H ✓      H H    

229 Eastern Crowned Warbler Phylloscopus coronatus         1    1  

230 Two-barred Warbler Phylloscopus plumbeitarsus H     H 1 ✓ H ✓  
✓ ✓  

231 Pale-legged Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus tenellipes H     H H H H H  H ✓  

232 Kloss's Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus ogilviegranti             H  

233 Oriental Reed Warbler Acrocephalus orientalis   3           1 

234 Black-browed Reed Warbler Acrocephalus bistrigiceps   3           3 

235 Manchurian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus tangorum    4           

236 Lanceolated Warbler Locustella lanceolata    3     1      

237 Striated Grassbird Megalurus palustris    2      1     

238 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis   H ✓      
✓     

239 Brown Prinia Prinia polychroa    1 ✓ ✓   H ✓     

240 Rufescent Prinia Prinia rufescens     
✓    

✓ ✓   
✓  

241 Yellow-bellied Prinia Prinia flaviventris          H    1 

242 Plain Prinia Prinia inornata   1 1           

243 Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius ✓ ✓ ✓ H H ✓ ✓      
✓ ✓ 

244 Dark-necked Tailorbird Orthotomus atrogularis  H     
✓ H H  H H H  

245 Cambodian Tailorbird - E Orthotomus chaktomuk              6 

246 White-browed Scimitar Babbler Pomatorhinus schisticeps             H  

247 Pin-striped Tit-Babbler Macronus gularis       
✓ ✓ ✓   H  

✓ 

248 Grey-faced Tit-Babbler Macronus kelleyi            H H  

249 Chestnut-capped Babbler Timalia pileata          2     

250 Abbott's Babbler Malacocincla abbotti       2        

251 Scaly-crowned Babbler Malacopteron cinereum        2 3   2   

252 Puff-throated Babbler Pellorneum ruficeps        H    H   

253 Silver-eared Mesia Leiothrix argentauris             H  
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254 White-crested Laughingthrush Garrulax leucolophus     H H H ✓ H H  H ✓ H 

255 White-cheeked Laughingthrush Garrulax vassali              
✓ 

256 Indian White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus             
✓  

257 Asian Fairy-bluebird Irena puella         2    
✓ ✓ 

258 Burmese Nuthatch Sitta neglecta    1 2    2 H     

259 Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis     2 4       2  

260 Golden-crested Myna Ampeliceps coronatus            2  2 

261 Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa 4   2     
✓  2 2   

262 Great Myna Acridotheres grandis ✓ ✓ ✓    
✓   

✓ ✓    

263 Common Myna Acridotheres tristis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓  
✓ ✓ 

264 Vinous-breasted Starling Acridotheres burmannicus      
✓   

✓ ✓   
✓  

265 Black-collared Starling Gracupica nigricollis   5 ✓ ✓    
✓      

266 Chestnut-tailed Starling Sturnia malabarica     2 1   
✓ ✓   

✓ ✓ 

267 Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis  
✓   2 ✓ ✓  

✓    
✓ ✓ 

268 White-rumped Shama Copsychus malabaricus     1 1 ✓ H H      

269 Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa dauurica ✓    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

✓ ✓ ✓ 

270 Hainan Blue Flycatcher Cyornis hainanus 2    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

✓ ✓  

271 Indochinese Blue Flycatcher Cyornis sumatrensis         H      

272 Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias thalassinus    2        
✓   

273 Siberian Blue Robin Larvivora cyane             H  

274 Bluethroat Luscinia svecica    1      1     

275 Siberian Rubythroat Calliope calliope              H 

276 Taiga Flycatcher Ficedula albicilla ✓  H  
✓ ✓ ✓ H ✓   H ✓  

277 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius 3              

278 White-throated Rock Thrush Monticola gularis 1     1 1♂ 1    2   

279 Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maurus   
✓ ✓  

✓ ✓  
✓ ✓  

✓  
✓ 

280 Pied Bush Chat Saxicola caprata   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓  
✓ ✓ ✓ 

281 Blue-winged Leafbird Chloropsis cochinchinensis       
✓     

✓ ✓  

282 Golden-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons    1 1 ✓    
✓  

✓   

283 Thick-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum agile             
✓  

284 Yellow-vented Flowerpecker Dicaeum chrysorrheum             
✓  

285 Plain Flowerpecker Dicaeum minullum            
✓ ✓  
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286 Fire-breasted Flowerpecker Dicaeum ignipectus             
✓♀  

287 Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Dicaeum cruentatum   4            

288 Ruby-cheeked Sunbird Chalcoparia singalensis     2  
✓ H    

✓   

289 Van Hasselt's Sunbird Leptocoma brasiliana       
✓      

✓  

290 Purple Sunbird Cinnyris asiaticus    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓     

291 Olive-backed Sunbird Cinnyris jugularis 1+           
✓  1 

292 Langbian/Black-throated Sunbird Aethopyga saturata johnsi            
✓   

293 Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja             
✓  

294 Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostra            1   

295 Streaked Spiderhunter Arachnothera magna             1  

296 House Sparrow Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓           
✓ 

297 Plain-backed Sparrow Passer flaveolus   2   
✓    

✓     

298 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
✓   

✓ ✓   
✓ 

299 Baya Weaver Ploceus philippinus              
✓ 

300 Red Avadavat Amandava amandava    
✓           

301 White-rumped Munia Lonchura striata    
✓  

✓         

302 Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata  
✓ ✓ ✓      

✓ ✓   
✓ 

303 Eastern Yellow Wagtail Motacilla tschutschensis          2     

304 Chinese White Wagtail Motacilla alba leucopsis 2              

305 Mekong Wagtail Motacilla samveasnae           5    

306 Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus   
✓ ✓  

✓    
✓     

307 Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni      1      1 ✓  

308 Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus   
✓ ✓      

✓     

Mammals   
              

1 Crab-eating (Long-tailed) Macaque Macaca fascicularis ✓          
✓    

2 Northern Pig-tailed Macaque Macaca leonina 2           2  
✓ 

3 Black-shanked Douc Langur Pygathrix nigripes            4  12 

4 Pileated Gibbon - N Hylobates pileatus 4       H       

5 Southern Yellow-cheeked Crested Gibbon - N Nomascus gabriellae            8   

6 Pallas's Squirrel Callosciurus erythraeus            2 6+  

7 Indochinese Ground Squirrel Menetes berdmorei     2        
✓  
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8 Black Giant Squirrel Ratufa bicolor        3    1   

9 Cambodian Striped Squirrel Tamiops rodolphii     2   1      2 

10 Small Asian Mongoose Herpestes javanicus       2        

11 Irrawaddy Dolphin Orcaella brevirostris           8    

12 Variable Squirrel Callosciurus finlaysoni 2 1      6 ✓ ✓     

13 Lyle's Fruit Bat Pteropus lylei  
✓             

14 bat sp.  (Tomb Bat?)   ✓              

15 Flying squirrel sp.       2 1         

16 bat sp. (large)       
✓  

✓     
✓   

17 Northern Tree Shrew Tupaia belangeri      1         

Other Taxa recorded 

Common House Gecko, Hemidactylus frenatus Preying Mantis sp.   Tokay Gecko, Gecko gecko 

Lizard sp.   Toad sp.   Frog sp.   

Skink sp.   Tree Frog sp.   Butterfly Lizard sp.   

Agami sp.   Glider (lizard) sp.   Stick Insect sp.   

Giant millipede sp.   Locust sp.   Sweat Bee sp.   

 

 

Savanna Nightjar 


