
Sri Lanka 

Naturetrek Tour Report 13 February - 1 March 2010 
 

 

 

 Naturetrek Cheriton Mill Cheriton Alresford Hampshire SO24 0NG England  

 T: +44 (0)1962 733051  F: +44 (0)1962 736426  

 E: info@naturetrek.co.uk  W: www.naturetrek.co.uk  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Report compiled by Chris Kehoe 

 



Tour Report  Sri Lanka 

 

 

© Naturetrek     June 10 1 
 

Tour Leader:   Chris Kehoe (Naturetrek Leader)  

    Dammi: Sri Lankan Guide (Baurs and Co.) 

 

Participants:   Richard Course  

    Shirley Course 

    Linda Graham  

    Jo Bentley 

    John Smith   

    Gordon Simpson 

    Steve Davis   

    Pat Davis 

    Roger Parker 

    Sarah Barnes 

    Jonathan Goldstraw 

    Rainer Seifert 

    Ken Parker  

    Lillian Parker 

    Haydn Coe    

Day 1 Saturday 13th February 

Outbound from UK 

Most of the group assembled at London Heathrow this morning where our 10.20 Sri Lanka Airlines flight left 

about 30 minutes late but we soon settled down for the 10-and-a-half hour flight to Colombo. 

Day 2 Sunday 14th February 

Arrival in Colombo; en route to Anuradhapura via Puttalam; Anuradhapura 

Weather: Dry, sunny, warm/hot 

We touched down in Colombo just five minutes behind schedule at 02.30. After changing some money and 

collecting our bags we met up with representatives from Baurs, our ground agents, who were waiting in the 

arrivals area. We were soon on our way to the nearby Airport Garden Hotel where a couple of rooms were 

available for a quick freshen up. At 05.00 we set off north towards Puttalam where we were having breakfast. 

Soon after sun up a diversion to the west delivered us to a wetland area where we spent an hour birding. New 

birds came thick and fast with massed ranks of Egrets plus both Little and Indian Cormorants, Painted and 

Asian Openbill Storks, Stork-billed and White-breasted Kingfishers, numerous Lesser Whistling Ducks, with a 

few Cotton Pygmy Geese and Garganey mixed. Moving on we arrived at Puttalam Resthouse thirty minutes later 

for a leisurely breakfast. From Puttalam we turned inland and travelled on a rather narrow and occasionally 

bumpy road towards Anuradhapura. Along the way a brief stop near Tabbowa provided views of our first Indian 

Roller plus Paddyfield Pipits, Plain Prinias and others. Thereafter we had a just a couple of very brief stops to 

view a Grey-headed Fish Eagle and a Black Drongo along the road before arriving at the Meridiya Hotel where 

we checked-in quickly and were soon sitting down to a buffet lunch.  
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At 15.00 we gathered in the hotel grounds overlooking the adjacent tank where waterbirds thronged before 

taking a short walk nearby. Particular highlights this afternoon included our first endemic in the shape of a few 

Sri Lanka Grey Hornbills plus spectacular Black-hooded Orioles, Black-rumped Flamebacks and several other 

birds plus Tocque Macaques and Grey Langurs. Back at the hotel those who lingered in the garden as dusk 

approached were rewarded with decent views of an Indian Pitta bouncing through the undergrowth. After 

dinner and the day's checklist we retired to bed for some welcome sleep. 

Day 3 Monday 15th February 

Old Anuradhapura; Mahakanadayawa Wewa; Mihintale 

Weather: Dry and sunny, warm/hot 

Early risers enjoyed great views of a Black Bittern fishing at a small pond in the hotel garden plus numerous 

commoner birds. After breakfast, and a few minutes to admire a roosting Indian Scops Owl near the hotel 

entrance, we set off at 08.00 to visit the main archaeological attractions of Old Anuradhapura. While some 

accompanied our local guide Chandra on a visit to the Rock Temple others remained birding in the near vicinity 

with Purple Sunbirds, Pheasant-tailed Jacanas and many others to keep us occupied. Moving on to the area of 

the Bodh Tree and some of the larger Dagobas some again took an escorted tour with Chandra while the rest 

saw numerous birds in the attractive parkland setting with a nesting Sri Lanka Grey Hornbill, Crested Treeswifts, 

Jerdon's Leafbirds and Small Minivets especially memorable. As the heat began to increase we paid a short visit 

to the moonstone where an archaeological dig was in progress before returning to the hotel for a rest (or swim) 

before lunch.  

 

Our afternoon excursion took us first to Mahakanadayawa Wewa near Mihintale where a short walk along a side 

road produced great views of a couple of Pied Cuckoos and, even better, two very obliging Yellow Bitterns. A 

short drive then delivered us to the wooded approach road to Mihintale where Small Minivets and Bar-winged 

Flycatcher Shrikes were eclipsed by endemic Sri Lanka Green Pigeons, Woodshrike and Barbet which posed 

nicely for the scope. As the evening wore on we began to make our way back towards the bus but were stopped 

in our tracks by a splendid Brown Fish Owl that gave some excellent views.  

Day 4 Tuesday 16 February 

Anuradhapura to Kandelama; Sigyria Forest 

Weather: Initially fine and dry then progressively overcast with showers and some steadier 

light rain by evening, warm 

Pre-breakfast birding in the hotel garden once more produced the obliging Black Bittern plus a good selection of 

commoner species. By 08.00 we were on our way south towards the Sigyria area with a brief stop to admire a 

roadside Crested Serpent Eagle and an hour long roadside stop at the productive Kekirawa Tank where 

highlights included Cotton Pygmy Goose, a Eurasian Coot (something of a Sri Lankan rarity!), both Black and 

Yellow Bitterns and at least two furtive, but eventually cooperative Watercocks.  

 

On arrival at the Amaya Lake Hotel a few minutes birding in the grounds before lunch gave some great views of 

Jerdon's Leafbirds and others.  
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At 14.45 we set off on the 30 minute drive to Sigyria where, in rather overcast and somewhat damp conditions a 

succession of good birds were seen in the forest and meadows bordering the moat with Yellow-eyed Babblers, 

Sri Lanka Swallows and a very obliging Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker the pick of the bunch. At an area of 

thicker forest the rain fell more steadily but by concentrating on an area of puddles in the road we were rewarded 

with views of some of the shier inhabitants of the forest interior as Orange-headed Thrushes, Indian Blue 

Robins and White-rumped Shamas emerged to feed or bathe before the light faded.   

Day 5 Wednesday 17th February 

Sigyria Forest 

Weather: dry, sunny and warm after an early shower and misty dawn 

Early risers were well rewarded on their stroll through a small patch of woodland below the hotel restaurant 

where Sri Lankan Junglefowls, an Indian Pitta, Blue-faced Malkoha, White-rumped Shama and an endemic 

Brown-capped Babbler all showed well. After breakfast we returned to Sigyria where some opted to climb the 

rock while the rest of us explored the forest once more and enjoyed good views of Changeable Hawk Eagles, Sri 

Lanka Green Pigeons, Jungle Prinia, Thick-billed Flowerpecker and many others. 

 

After lunch and a rest at the hotel we visited a different area at Sigyria where open scrubland dominated and had 

some good views of White-rumped Munias, a fleeting Black-headed Cuckooshrike and others though new birds 

were now at a premium in this area. 

Day 6 Thursday 18th February 

Sigyria to Kandy, Peredeniya Botanical Gardens 

Weather: dry, sunny, warm 

A couple of Tickell's Blue Flycatchers near the restaurant added variety to the pre-breakfast fare of Indian Pitta, 

Sri Lanka Junglefowl and others. By 09.00 the bus was loaded and we set off south towards our next base at 

Kandy. After 90 minutes we arrived at a roadside spice garden where about half the group opted for a guided 

tour while the rest did some birding in the well-wooded garden. Undoubtedly the highlight here was a very 

obliging Chestnut-backed Owlet, a prized find that even those on the guided tour had a chance to see once their 

aromatic massages were complete! After a little while to stock up on spices in the shop we continued our journey 

and arrived at our lunch stop opposite Peredeniya Botanical Gardens soon after noon.  

 

By 13.30 we commenced a two hour exploration of the botanical gardens where an early highlight was out first 

perched Stork-billed Kingfisher near the orchid house. A little further on a while was spent watching our first Sri 

Lanka Hanging Parrots in the top of a distant flowering tree and soon after that several Orange Minivets were 

found. The highlight this afternoon though was an uncharacteristically obliging Indian Pitta that sat out in the 

open in a patch of leaf litter for over 15 minutes allowing excellent studies in the scope; while watching it a 

Forest Wagtail was regularly on view in the same area. Southern Hill Mynas finally gave themselves up a few 

minutes later when a couple posed for the scope in a pathside tree.  
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A little time was then spent watching the huge roost of Indian Flying Foxes for which the area is famous before 

we gradually made our way to the exit and drove for 20 minutes to the rather grand Suisse Hotel in the centre of 

the busy little city of Kandy. Dinner was a fine buffet at the Suisse where we chatted about the days events as a 

band played in the distance. 

Day 7 Friday 19th February 

Kandy area 

Weather: Dry, sunny and warm 

After a leisurely breakfast we set off at 07.45 on the 15 minute drive to the forested Udawatakelle Reserve on the 

opposite side of the lake. The cool forest interior soon yielded an obliging White-rumped Shama and an excellent 

pair of Crimson-backed Woodpeckers. A feeding flock a little further on contained Velvet-fronted Nuthatches 

and several Yellow-fronted Barbets. Layard's Parakeets played hard to get but while searching for them we 

enjoyed views of Yellow-browed Bulbuls and others. Back at the Suisse there was time for a swim for some 

either side of lunch.  

 

At 15.00 most of the group assembled for a visit to the tea estates and scattered forest fragments along the road 

to Hantane. Still and sunny conditions coaxed Booted and Asian Black Eagles into the air and after a while 

parakeets began to appear, before long we had both Plum-headed and Layard's in the scope at close range with 

Hanging Parrots as a supporting cast.  

Day 8 Saturday 20th February 

Kandy to Nuwara Eliya, Victoria Park 

Weather: Dry, sunny and warm 

A leisurely breakfast preceded our 09.00 departure on the journey of about three hours to Nuwara Eliya. An 

attractive upland landscape of tea plantations and forest fragments marked our winding route. After a couple of 

hours we pulled into the car park of a tea factory where those who wished to took a short tour. From the car 

park and café area Hill Swallows were much in evidence and as the air began to warm up a few raptors took to 

the air with Booted and Crested Serpent Eagles most prominent. By 11.30 we were checking in at the Galways 

Forest Lodge near Nuwara Eliya, those who had a quick look around the area after lunch found Cinereous Tits 

and others.  

 

At 15.30 we set off on the short drive to nearby Victoria Park in pursuit of a handful of key upland bird species 

most easily seen in this rather odd setting.  A couple of Yellow-eared Bulbuls were in the shrubbery adjacent to 

the bus station while a splendid male Kashmir Flycatcher had chosen as his wintering spot the edge of the rather 

smelly stream next to the children’s play area. Further exploration revealed a couple of smart Forest Wagtails and 

a small group of Sri Lanka White-eyes but Pied Thrushes were proving elusive. Just as the light was fading three 

Pied Thrushes appeared in a very large tree and some got reasonable views.  
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Day 9 Sunday 21st February 

Horton Plains; Boumeraella 

Weather: sunny, dry and warm after a chilly start, rather breezy 

Tea and coffee at 04.15 preceded our departure for Horton Plains in three minibuses at 04.30. A little over an 

hour later we were at the checkpoint at the start of the Horton Plains NP and as the first signs of dawn appeared 

our first and only Indian Blackbirds hopped about in the half-light. Once the gate was opened we proceeded into 

the National Park, Dammi’s minibus chancing upon a Sri Lanka Scaly Thrush in the road but it didn’t linger. A 

walk along the road was initially quiet until we reached the so-called Arrenga Pool where our first Dull Blue 

Flycatcher put on a good show and a couple of Sri Lanka Woodpigeons shot by as a large male Sambar Deer 

examined us. Breezy conditions probably hampered birding this morning as we wandered up and down the road 

but before returning to the Arrenga Pool for a box breakfast at 07.45 we had seen most of the local specialities 

with a couple of Sri Lanka Bush Warblers especially obliging and our first Sri Lanka Scimitar Babbler and others 

also seen.  

 

After breakfast we walked through the final few hundred metres of forest and emerged into the open grasslands 

where Pied Stonechats were much in evidence and beautifully clear conditions gave us great views across the 

plateau to Adam’s Peak and beyond. At 09.30 the minibuses came to collect us and we made our way back 

towards Nuwara Eliya with a stop along the way to have a look at Pattipole Railway Station, and above it the 

precipitous drops below the road we had just travelled along. The return to Nuwara Eliya was punctuated by a 

stop to watch Pied Stonechats at touching distance on roadside wires.  

 

After lunch at the hotel we set off on the short drive to Boumeraella, an area of nearby valley woodland. Birds 

came at a steady rate during our two hour stroll with excellent views of Orange Minivets a highlight plus very 

prolonged close views of Sri Lanka Scimitar Babblers and Grey-headed Canary Flycatcher, Dull Blue, Kashmir 

and Brown-breasted Flycatchers.   

Day 10 Monday 22nd February 

Nuwara Eliya; en route to Tissamaharama via Surrey Tea Estate and Ella 

Weather: cool at Nuwara Eliya, hot and a little humid at Tissa, sunny 

A pre-breakfast stroll through the nearby Galways Forest Reserve was a little quiet though a few Grey-headed 

Canary Flycatchers and others showed well. Ken accompanied Dammi back to Victoria Park and was rewarded 

with a Pied Thrush feeding at the stream.  

 

Leaving Nuwara Eliya at 08.30 we arrived at the Surrey Tea Estate an hour later and stayed there nearly 90 

minutes. Oriental Honey Buzzards put on a good show along with a Changeable Hawk Eagle but it wasn’t until 

we approached the manager’s house that things really livened up with the appearance of at least three superb 

Pied Thrushes that put on a good show in the trees.  

 

We arrived at the scenic Ella Resthouse for lunch soon after noon and were distracted there by a couple of Asian 

Black Eagles that patrolled the valley below.  
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A steady descent then took us into the southern lowlands and south on the fast straight road to Tissamaharama. 

After a quick turnaround at the Tissa Rest House, and meeting Haydn who was now joining the tour, we set off 

on the ten minute drive to Deberewewa Wewa, an overgrown and very bird rich tank. Almost upon arrival we 

disturbed a Cinnamon Bittern from the trackside and a few minutes later we were watching a breeding colony of 

Baya Weavers. Above all though the sheer volume of birds, herons and egrets, Cormorants, Bee-eaters and 

Terns, confirmed that we were very much back in the rich lowlands; a Watercock was probably the best find here 

and gave some decent scope views.  

Day 11 Tuesday 23rd February 

Bundala NP; Yala Village 

Weather: Sunny, hot 

We set off in the bus at 06.00 after coffee and tea in the resthouse lobby. At dawn we arrived at the Bundala 

National Park headquarters where three jeeps were waiting to take us through the park. We headed directly to 

the main area of saltpans but a short stop at a freshwater pool en route produced a wealth of birds with Great 

Thick-knees much appreciated amongst a small collection of migratory waders. At the first saltpans a spectacular 

gathering of close Painted Storks, Eurasian Spoonbills and a mass of waders and terns shone in the early 

morning light. After acquainting ourselves with the more charismatic stuff, not least of which were Little 

Pratincoles, we spent some time sifting through the various smaller waders present and eventually found a total 

of 24 species including local scarcities such as Red-necked Phalaraopes and a Terek Sandpiper. We ate our 

breakfast in a quiet corner with groups of Little Stints and Curlew Sandpipers, Lesser Sandplovers and Marsh 

Sandpipers just feet away. Back at the hotel there was time for some packing, or a swim, before lunch.  

 

With the bus loaded up we set off eastwards at 13.30. By 15.00 we had reached our destination of Yala Village 

where we quickly organised ourselves and met up on the observation tower above the restaurant where the small 

lake below attracted Wild Boar and Chital to drink as Striated Herons, Grey-bellied Cuckoo, Green Imperial 

Pigeons and others kept us occupied. 

Day 12 Wednesday 24th February 

Yala  

Weather: dry, sunny, warm/hot 

An early start saw us board three jeeps at 05.40 and make our way into Yala National Park. Leaving the main 

road we soon found ourselves at a series of small wetlands were various birds gathered including a Grey-headed 

Fish Eagle and a Woolly-necked Stork while adjacent grassland areas held Ashy-headed Sparrow-larks and 

Yellow Wattled Lapwings as Peacocks strutted about. An Asian Elephant in roadside undergrowth gave some 

decent views before we reached the beach area where word came through that a Leopard had been seen. A fair 

bit of roaming around then ensued as various jeeps tried to relocate the Leopard but luck was on our side as it 

was relocated close to where we were and gave a series of excellent views as it walked parallel to the road and in 

and out of cover just 20 m away. Once it seemed to have moved off we retired to the beach and its tsunami 

memorial for a packed breakfast.  
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Forty minutes later, and having seen a Pallid Harrier at the beach, we were back in the jeeps exploring the park 

once more as the temperature rose steadily. Further views of Elephants, a couple of Golden Jackals and several 

birds were enjoyed before we returned to Yala Village in time for a rest or swim before lunch.  

 

After sitting out the heat of the afternoon we set off at 15.00 to explore some of the wetland areas within the 

park buffer zone. Our first stop at a large lagoon produced several Garganey and Pintail as a succession of terns 

flew over and a Jacobin Cuckoo and Ashy-crowned Sparrow-lark performed well. At a marshier wetland a feast 

of birds greeted us with masses of Spoonbills and Storks intermingled with various waders including several 

more spectacular Thick-knees. Remaining here until close to dusk we failed to elicit a response from Jerdon’s 

Nightjar but back near Yala Village a torchlight walk revealed a couple of obliging Indian Nightjars calling and 

flying about. 

Day 13 Thursday 25th February 

Yala Village, en route to Embylipitiya  

Weather: hot and sunny 

A leisurely start today, except for those who launched a dawn vigil from the restaurant tower where an extremely 

close fly-past by a White-bellied Fish Eagle was a highlight along with a wheeling group of Rosy Starlings. After 

breakfast we loaded the bus and set off towards Embylipitiya at 09.00. By just before noon we were at the 

Centauria Hotel in Embylipitiya and soon sitting down for lunch. Those who took a stroll around the car park 

area after lunch found a couple of Forest Wagtails and others while Anil, our driver, did well to spot a pair of 

roosting Indian Scops Owls above his bus.  

 

A low-key afternoon excursion took us to a large tank to the north were masses of waterbirds were on view 

along with our first, and only, Streaked Weavers and Tricoloured Munias. 

Day 14 Friday 26th February 

Udawalawe, en route to Sinharaja 

Weather: sunny and hot 

The day began with a 30 minute pre-dawn bus journey prior to setting off in three jeeps to explore Udawalawe 

National Park. Black-winged Kites proved conspicuous perching on bare treetops and we soon encountered the 

first of more than 20 Elephants seen this morning. Yellow-eyed Babblers and various others played hard to get 

in the dense grass and scrub along the track but more conspicuous were a pair of striking Malabar Pied Hornbills 

and various raptors sitting around waiting for thermals to form.  

 

We ate our breakfast overlooking the large reservoir where more Elephants were on show and a Jerdon’s 

Nightjar was an unexpected find as it flew past pursued by crows. The return journey to the bus enabled some to 

have fleeting view of Barred Buttonquails but several more Elephants were seen and a large fruiting tree attracted 

masses of Malabar Pied Hornbills and a handful of Rosy Starlings. Back at the hotel we had time for some final 

packing, or even a swim, before sitting down to lunch.  
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By 13.30 we were on our way westwards towards Sinharaja, the final leg of the journey on a poor road. 

Nevertheless we arrived at the Blue Magpie Lodge in good time to have a quick look around and found several 

Square-tailed Black Bulbuls and others in the trees near our rooms. 

Day 15 Saturday 27th February 

Sinharaja 

Weather: dry, sunny, warm  

Breakfast at 06.30 preceded our departure for the forest above the Blue Magpie, a 30 minute jeep drive up a 

steep, bumpy and winding path. On arrival a few birds were visible in distant bare treetops across the valley with 

Sri Lanka Mynas, White-faced Starling and Legge’s Flowerpecker all new for our lists though closer views of all 

three were desirable. Making our way along the main trail we soon came across a fast moving flock of Orange-

billed Babblers as a Sri Lanka Myna gave good scope views. Soon afterwards a couple of Dark-fronted Babblers 

performed nicely and a little while later we came across a larger feeding flock with Ashy-headed 

Laughingthrushes on one side of the road and Orange-billed Babbler on the other, the latter followed by a fine 

Malabar Trogon that posed well. A tall fruiting tree attracted a couple of Sri Lanka Crested Drongos plus a 

White-faced Starling. A little further on we reached the research station where, after a 15 minute wait the local 

Sri Lanka Blue Magpies eventually found us and put on a great show, literally landing at our feet at one stage! 

Another Legge’s Flowerpecker was also seen here before we began a slow walk back to the jeeps. 

 

During the lunch break at the Blue Magpie word came through that a local lad had located a roosting Serendib 

Scops Owl that he’d been keeping an eye on and we set off in pursuit at 14.30. A three kilometre jeep ride 

preceded an uphill stroll for a few hundred metres to an area of bushes were this rare and little known owl was 

watched in the scope. About half the group opted to make their own way slowly back to the lodge while the rest 

of us boarded the jeeps and made our way back to the main trail. In the event it was rather quiet this afternoon 

and no feeding flocks were found but the day was not over yet. After a little while to freshen up at the Blue 

Magpie everyone boarded three jeeps and set off in the dark on a short and very successful search for Sri Lankan 

Frogmouth. 

Day 16 Sunday 28th February 

en route to Colombo/ Negombo 

Weather: misty at first then sunny and warm/ hot 

We focussed our attention either side of breakfast on the area around the Blue Magpie Lodge with an early 

highlight in the shape of a couple of very obliging Spot-winged Thrushes a stone’s throw from the restaurant. 

We had a last chance to look at species such a Sri Lanka Hanging Parrots that abounded in a fruiting tree or 

small groups of Black-capped Bulbuls that moved through the trees. A little further afield a feeding flock of 

Orange-billed Babblers moved through a forest fragment along with a Crested Drongo and others though calling 

Sri Lanka Spurfowl were predictably uncooperative. With the bus packed we had a final lunch at the Blue Magpie 

before making our way to Colombo, a journey punctuated by a comfort and drinks stop near the coast just south 

of there. We negotiated the Colombo traffic with unexpected ease, though the public holiday that led to reduced 

traffic also meant an alcohol free evening as it was a Poya Day; everyone coped however. 
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Day 17 Monday 1st March 

Negombo; Inbound to UK 

With a 08.00 departure for the airport there was time for a leisurely breakfast before we set off. Airport 

formalities were straightforward and we took off on time for the long journey to London. Arriving on time we 

collected our bags and said our goodbyes at the end of a most enjoyable tour.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Systematic Lists 

BIRDS 

Taxonomy, nomenclature and sequence follow the International Ornithological Congresses (IOC)  Checklist of 

the Birds of the World v2.2  

Subspecies generally follow Handbook of the Birds of the World  

 

Key: 

E - Sri Lanka endemic species 

e - Sri Lanka endemic subspecies 

SAE - South Asia endemic species 

SANE - South Asia near-endemic species 

(n/l) - not seen by the tour leader or guides 

(l/o) - only seen by the tour leader or guides; such species, and any that were only heard are placed in square 

brackets in the list 

 

[Sri Lanka Spurfowl Galloperdix bicalcarata E] 

Heard but, predictably enough, not seen at Sinharaja 

 

Sri Lanka Junglefowl Gallus lafayetii E 

Groups of up to three or four were fairly regularly seen after the first at Ayama Lake, most conspicuous at Yala 

NP; many more were heard 

 

Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus SAE 

Ones and twos were at scattered locations in the north but larger numbers were seen  throughout the lowlands in 

the south, especially at Yala and Udawalawe NP's 

 

Lesser Whistling Duck Dendrocygna javanica 

Small numbers were at most tanks and smaller wetlands with emergent vegetation 

 

Cotton Pygmy Goose Nettapus c. coromandelianus 

Ones and twos were south of Puttalam and at Kekirawa Wewa; a scarce bird in Sri Lanka 

 

Northern Pintail Anas a. acuta 

Groups of up to 30 were on wetlands near Yala NP 

 

Garganey Anas querquedula 

A couple south of Puttalam were followed by about 50 at and around Yala NP 

 

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis capensis 

Ones and two were at five widespread wetlands 
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Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala 

Small numbers in the north were followed by rather larger numbers in the southeast, those around Bundala and 

Yala NP's giving some great views; a very spectacular Stork 

 

Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans 

Very common around tanks and other wetlands in the north, less so in the south 

 

Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia e. episcopus 

One or two were seen well at Yala NP 

 

Black-necked Stork Ephippiorhynchus a. asiaticus 

One was seen briefly in flight at Yala NP (n/l) 

 

Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis melanocephala  

Rather common at almost all wetlands visited but especially prominent and numerous in the north 

 

Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea l. leucorodia 

Groups of up to 40 were seen at Bundala NP and near Yala NP, a few ones and twos were seen elsewhere in the 

southeast 

 

Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis  

Two gave some great views at Mahakanadayawa Wewa near Mihintale, two or three more were at Kekirawa 

Wewa and a more fleeting individual was at Bundala 

 

Cinnamon Bittern Ixobrychus cinnamomeus 

One gave reasonable flight views at Deberewewa Wewa 

 

Black Bittern Ixobrychus f. flavicollis 

An adult showed very well in our hotel garden in Anuradhapura and an immature showed more briefly at 

Kekirawa Wewa 

 

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax n. nycticorax 

Three flew over at dawn as we waited to start our safari at Yala NP and a handful more were the Airport Garden 

Hotel near Colombo 

 

Striated Heron Butorides striatus chloriceps 

Ones and twos were a regular sight at the pool next to Yala Village 

 

Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii 

Overall very common indeed, only absent at Horton Plains and Sinharaja 

 

Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus 

Common and very widespread, especially in proximity to livestock, seen daily; now regarded as a separate species 

from Cattle Egrets B. ibis in Europe and Africa 
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Grey Heron Ardea c. cinerea  

A handful were at a wide range of wetlands 

 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea manilensis 

Frequently encountered, a little commoner than the last species 

 

Eastern Great Egret Ardea modesta 

Common and widespread, at least a few were at all the wetlands visited; formerly considered part of Great Egret 

A. alba 

 

Intermediate Egret Egretta i. intermedia 

More localised than the other egrets but found in large concentrations at some shallower wetlands 

 

Little Egret Egretta g. garzetta 

Common and widespread 

 

Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philippensis 

Groups of up to 30 were regularly encountered at tanks in the north some wetlands in the southeast 

 

Little Cormorant Microcarbo niger 

Very common and widespread, all wetlands of any size held a few and larger tanks held hundreds 

 

Indian Cormorant Phalacrocorax fuscicollis 

Common and widespread though a little less abundant than the previous species 

 

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis 

Twos and threes were seen on two occasions at Anuradhapura 

 

Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster 

Small numbers were seen at widespread wetland sites 

 

Western Osprey Pandion h. haliaetus 

One showed rather distantly in a tree at Udawalawe NP, a regular site for this Sri Lankan scarcity 

 

Crested Honey-buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus ruficollis 

At least six were seen in flight, and one perched, at the Surrey Tea Estate and another was over Sinharaja 

 

Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus vociferus 

After a couple of birds seen from the moving bus about six showed well at Udawalawe; the name Black-

shouldered Kite is now applied only to Australasian birds which are regarded as a separate species 

 

Brahminy Kite Haliasturi i. indus 

Common, especially in the lowlands of the north 

 



Sri Lanka Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     June 10 13 
 

White-bellied Sea-eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster 

Regularly seen in wetland areas, mainly in the lowlands, at least 20 were recorded and several gave great views 

 

Grey-headed Fish-eagle Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus 

Singles were seen near Anuradhapura and at Yala NP 

 

Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela spilogaster e 

After the first in a roadside tree near Anuradhapura a further eight were seen at five sites 

 

Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus 

A juvenile gave some reasonable views during our breakfast stop at Yala NP; a couple of unidentified Harriers at 

Udawalawe were either this species or Montagu’s Harrier C. pygargus 

 

Crested Goshawk Accipiter rivirgatus layardi e 

A displaying bird was over the Blue Magpie Lodge at Sinharaja on our final morning there 

 

Shikra  Accipiter b. badius    

Ones and twos were seen on seven occasions at very widespread sites 

 

[Besra  Accipiter virgatus besra] 

A small Accipiter that shot through the forest at Sinharaja was probably this species but not confirmed 

 

[Long-legged Buzzard Buteo r. rufinus] 

a Buteo species in flight over Anuradhapura was thought most likely to be this species; Buteo identification and 

status in Sri Lanka is extremely confused at present but birds resembling Long-legged Buzzard seem to be most 

frequent 

 

Black Eagle Ictinaetus malayensis perniger 

Ones and twos were at Hantane, Ella Resthouse and Sinharaja 

 

Booted Eagle Hieraaeteus pennatus 

Singles were seen at Hantane, the Tea Factory between Kandy and Nuwara Eliya and at Udawalawe NP 

 

Rufous-bellied Eagle Lophotriorchis k. kienerii 

Adults, perhaps the same one, showed well on successive days over the Blue Magpie Lodge 

 

Crested Hawk Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus ceylanensis e 

Fairly common and widespread with ones and twos, occasionally up to 5 per day, seen on 10 dates; a noisy 

juvenile at the Blue Magpie Lodge was particularly obliging 

 

[Legge’s Hawk Eagle Nisaetus kelaarti  SAE] 

A probable juvenile was seen from the Tea Factory north of Nuwara Eliya but didn’t linger long enough for 

confirmation; formerly considered to be part of Mountain Hawk Eagle 
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Peregrine Falcon Falco pereginus calidus / peregrinator 

Singles were at Mihintale, Hantane and Sigyria; those at Mihintale and Sigyria at least were of the resident and 

rather distinctive race peregrinator which is colloquially known as Shaheen Falcon 

 

White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis p. phoenicurus  

Small numbers were seen at most wetlands visited 

 

Watercock Gallicrex cinerea  

At least two were at Kekirawa Wewa, another was at Deberewewa Wewa 

 

Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio poliocephalus 

Groups of up to 20 were on a few wetlands with abundant emergent vegetation 

 

Common Moorhen Gallinula c. chloropus 

Ones and twos were seen at a couple of wetlands 

 

Eurasian Coot Fulicra a. atra 

One at Kekirawa Wewa was something of a Sri Lankan rarity 

 

Barred Buttonquail Turnix suscitator leggei e  

A couple gave some fleeting views to some at Udawalawe 

 

Great Stone-curlew Esacus recurvirostris 

Up to 40 were seen at Bundala and Yala NP's with a couple more at Udawalawe 

 

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

Up to 30 were seen on a wide range of shallower wetlands throughout 

 

White-headed Stilt Himantopus leucocephalus 

At least one was at Bundala NP, identified by its characteristically black nape and hindneck and white remainder 

of the head and neck; formerly considered a subspecies of Black-winged; its status in Sri Lanka is unclear and 

some may even breed 

 

Yellow-wattled Lapwing Vanellus malabaricus 

About 20 were seen on short grassland in and around Yala NP 

 

Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus lankae e 

Common in open country in the lowlands 

 

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialus fulva 

A couple at Bundala were followed by about 10 near Yala NP 

 

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 

Fairly common in the coastal wetland sites in the southeast 
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Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula tundrae 

At least three were at Bundala NP 

 

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius jerdoni / curonicus 

Singles were seen on three occasions at widespread inland wetlands 

 

Kentish Plover Charadrius a. alexandrinus / seebhomi  

Common at the coastal wetlands in the southeast, especially Bundala 

 

Lesser Sandplover Charadrius mongolus ssp. 

Very common in the southeast around Yala and Bundala 

 

Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus 

Common and widespread on wetlands with plenty of emergent vegetation 

 

Pintail Snipe Gallinago stenura 

Singles were positively identified as this species at Mahakanadayawa Wewa and Bundala; several unidentified 

Snipe were seen, most were probably also this species which is by far the commonest Snipe species in Sri Lanka 

 

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa l. limosa / melanuroides 

Small numbers were at Bundala and Yala 

 

Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata orientalis 

One was seen at Bundala NP; a scarce species in Sri Lanka 

 

Common Redshank Tringa t. totanus / ussuriensis / eurhinus  

Fairly common at Bundala and Yala 

 

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 

Frequently seen in lowland wetlands, hundreds were at Bundala 

 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

Small numbers were seen at several lowland wetlands 

 

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 

Singles were at Yala Village and Udawalawe NP 

 

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 

Fairly common in wetland contexts throughout 

 

Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus 

One at Bundala NP gave some nice views, a very uncommon species in Sri Lanka 
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Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 

Small numbers were present at most wetlands visited and one was along the stream in Victoria Park, Nuwara 

Eliya 

 

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria i. interpres 

Small numbers were at Bundala NP and near Yala NP 

 

Little Stint Calidris minuta 

Hundreds, perhaps thousands, were at Bundala NP with smaller number at and around Yala NP 

 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 

Hundreds were at Bundala with a few elsewhere 

 

Ruff Philomachus pugnax 

One was at Bundala NP 

 

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus  

At least nine were at Bundala 

 

Small Pratincole Glareola lactea 

About 50 in total were seen well at Bundala NP and near Yala NP 

 

Brown-headed Gull Chroicocephalus brunnicephalus 

A total of about 40 were seen in the Yala and Bundala areas 

 

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon n. nilotica 

Small numbers were seen at several larger wetlands with over 200 at Bundala 

 

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 

Fairly common at Bundala and Yala NP’s where over 100 were seen in total 

 

Swift Tern Thalasseus bergii velox 

Small numbers were seen at Bundala NP and at and around Yala NP; also known as Great Crested Tern 

 

Lesser Crested Tern Thalasseus b. bengalensis 

Recorded in rather higher numbers than the previous species but in the same areas 

 

Little Tern Sternula a. albifrons / sinensis  

Small terns seen at lowland wetlands in the north were presumably this species while those in coastal areas in the 

southeast may have been either this species or the very similar Saunders’s Tern Sternula saundersi 

 

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida ssp 

Common to very common on lowland wetlands, some tanks held several hundred birds 
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White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus  

Small numbers were recorded at several of the larger wetlands in the southeast 

 

Sri Lanka Woodpigeon Columba torringtoni E 

Four or five gave fleeting flight views at Horton Plains but a couple showed well at Sinharaja NP 

 

Spotted Dove Stigmatopelia chinensis suratensis [‘ceylonensis’ e] 

Very common and widespread, seen everywhere except on Horton Plains 

 

Common Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica robinsoni e  

A handful rocketed past at Sigyria and Udawatakelle but two posed nicely during our final morning at Sinharaja 

 

Orange-breasted Green Pigeon Treron bicincta leggei e  

About six south of Puttalam on our first morning were followed by a few more at Sigyria and larger numbers in 

and around Yala NP 

 

Sri Lanka Green Pigeon Treron pompadora E 

Two or three at Mihintale were followed by about 10 at Sigyria and 20 at Sinharaja; formerly part of Pomapdour 

Green Pigeon (same scientific name) 

 

Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula aenea pusilla 

Fairly common after the first at Tissamaharama with daily encounters at Yala (where a pair were nest building in 

a tree above the swimming pool at Yala Village) and Sinharaja and sites in between the two 

 

Sri Lanka Hanging Parrot Loriculus beryllinus E 

A handful of perched birds at Peredeniya were the first, several more were at and above Kandy and large 

numbers were attracted to a fruiting near the Blue Magpie Lodge at Sinharaja 

  

Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula e. eupatria 

Locally quite common at Sigyria and Udawalawe with a handful elsewhere 

 

Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri manillensis 

Common in the lowlands but absent in the highlands 

 

Plum-headed Parakeet Psittacula cyanocephala  

Up to 10 gave some good views at Hantane 

 

Layard’s Parakeet Psittacula calthropae E 

About 50 were seen in total at Udawatakelle, Hantane and Sinharaja, most were seen in flight only but a couple 

posed for the scope at Hantane 

 

Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis parroti 

Ones and two were seen throughout 
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Blue-faced Malkoha Phaenicophaeus viridirostris  

Two singles at Ayama Lake were followed by a couple more at Sigyria and Tissamaharama 

 

Jacobin Cuckoo Oxylophus j. jacobinus 

After a couple at Mahakanadayawa Wewa a further 10 were seen in the southeast 

 

Asian Koel Eudynamys s. scolopaccea  

Frequently heard and regularly seen after the first few at Anuradhapura 

 

Grey-bellied Cuckoo Cacomantis passerinus  

Singles were at Sigyria and Yala Village 

 

[Common Hawk-cuckoo Hierococcyx v. varius / ciceliae e] 

Heard but not seen at Peredeniya Botanical Gardens 

 

[Indian Cuckoo Cuculus m. micropterius] 

Heard but not seen at Mihintale 

 

Serendib Scops Owl Otus thilohoffmanni E  

A day roosting bird located by a local tracker gave some very nice scope views at Sinharaja. This species was only 

described in 1995; its discovery in the comparatively well studied Sinharaja area being one of the biggest 

ornithological surprises of recent decades 

 

Indian Scops Owl Otus b. bakkamoena  

Day roosting birds were seen in the hotel ground at Anuradhapura and Embylipitiya 

 

Brown Fish Owl Ketupa z. zeylonensis e 

One at Mihintale posed nicely for the scope in the evening 

 

Chestnut-backed Owlet Glaucidium castanonotum E 

One gave some great views at the spice garden near Matale 

 

Brown Hawk Owl Ninox scutulata hirsuta 

One was seen by Ken at the Airport Garden Hotel just before we set off to the airport at the end of the tour 

(n/l) 

 

Sri Lanka Frogmouth Batrachostomus moniliger  

Dammi called one in for good views at Sinharaja 

 

Jerdon’s Nightjar Caprimulgus atripennis aequabilis e 

Heard but not seen at Ayama Lake and Yala Village but a day flying individual at Udawalawe was seen well by 

most 
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Indian Nightjar Caprimulgus asiaticus eidos e 

A couple of calling birds were seen by torchlight at Yala village 

 

Crested Treeswift Hemiprocne coronata  

After the first at Anuradhapura a handful were seen at a wide range of more wooded sites 

 

Indian Swiftlet Aerodramus unicolor 

Groups of up to 100 were found in a couple of upland areas 

 

Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus b. balasiensis 

Common in the lowlands, usually in the vicinity of palms 

 

Little Swift Apus affinis singalensis     

Fairly common and widespread throughout the lowlands 

 

Malabar Trogon Harpactes f. fasciatus e 

One gave some decent views at Sinharaja NP 

 

Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis indicus 

Uncommon, five were seen in total at widespread sites in the lowlands 

 

Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis c. capensis 

After a couple of fleeting birds at Anuradhapura and Sigyria one finally gave itself  up for good views at 

Peredeniya, thereafter a couple more were seen at Tissa and Embylipitiya 

 

White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis fusca 

Very common and widespread 

 

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis taprobana    

Small numbers were seen at a few lowland wetlands and along the moat at Sigyria 

 

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis leucomelanurus 

After the first at Bundala, where about eight were seen, a few more were at and around Yala 

 

Green Bee-eater Merops o. orientalis [ceylonicus’ e] 

Fairly common and widespread though much less so than the next species 

 

Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus  

Very common and widespread, present everywhere in the lowlands 

 

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster  

A couple were seen by some at Horton Plains (n\l) 
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Chestnut-headed Bee-eater Merops l. leschenaulti 

After the first near Nuwara Eliya a few more were seen at Bundala or along roadside wires as we travelled 

 

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops ceylonensis 

One was seen very briefly near Yala NP with a few more heard thereafter  

 

Sri Lanka Grey Hornbill Ocyceros gingalensis E 

Up to 10 were seen at Anuradhapura including one attending a nest hole right next to the busy main path near 

the Dagobas 

 

Malabar Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros coronatus 

Brief singles at Yala NP and Yala Village were followed by a handful at the Centauria Hotel in Embylipitiya and 

about 20 very obliging individuals at Udawalawe 

 

Brown-headed Barbet Megalaima z. zeylanica e 

Very common and widespread away from the highest elevations where largely replaced by the next species 

 

Yellow-fronted Barbet Megalaima flavifrons E 

Several were at Kandy and around Nuwara Eliya with a few more at Sinharaja, as with all Barbets far more were 

heard than seen but at least 10 showed well 

 

Crimson-fronted Barbet Megalaima rubricapillus E 

One at Mihintale was followed by several good views at Sigyria; formerly part of Malabar Barbet 

 

Coppersmith Barbet Megalaima haemacephala indica 

Regularly heard in the northern lowlands where several showed well at Anuradhapura and Sigyria, occasionally 

heard elsewhere 

 

Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker Dendrocopos nanus gymnophthalmus e 

A single bird was seen attending a nest hole at Sigyria on successive days; Sri Lankan birds are very distinct from 

those elsewhere and may well merit treatment as a separate endemic species 

 

Lesser Yellownape Picus chlorolophus wellsi e 

One gave fleeting flight views at Sinharaja  but was not relocated 

 

Lesser Goldenback Dinopium benghalense psarodes e / puncticolle [= ‘jaffinense’ e]  

The most frequently seen woodpecker with a total of about 30 recorded, also known as Black-rumped 

Goldenback/Flameback 

 

Crimson-backed Goldenback Chrysocolaptes stricklandi E 

Two gave some good views at Udawatakelle; also known as Flameback and previously included in the much 

more widespread Greater Goldenback/Flameback 
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Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura SAE 

Singles were seen in the hotel grounds at Anuradhapura and Ayama Lake (twice) but best of all was an 

uncharacteristically obliging individual that sat in full view for fifteen minutes at Peredeniya Botanical Gardens 

 

Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus leggei e  

After a couple at Mihintale a further 10 or more were noted at six widespread but mainly upland sites 

 

Sri Lanka Woodshrike Tephrodornis affinis E 

The eight or so seen were shared between Mihintale and Sigyria; formerly considered part of Common 

Woodshrike 

 

Ashy Woodswallow Artamus fuscus  

One and twos were recorded on four dates 

 

Common Iora Aegithina tiphia multicolor 

Fairly common and widespread in the lowlands after the first at Sigyria; Sri Lankan multicolor is a very distinctive 

race… 

 

[Large Cuckooshrike Coracina macei layardi e ] 

One was seen very briefly at our stop south of Puttalam (l/o) 

 

Black-headed Cuckooshrike Coracina melanopterasykesi 

After a couple of fleeting birds at Sigyria two or three showed well at the Blue Magpie in Sinharaja 

 

Small Minivet Pericrocotus c. cinnamomeus  

Small groups were seen at four widespread lowland sites after the first at Mihintale 

 

Orange Minivet Pericrocotus f. flammeus 

Fairly common and widespread, two or three or more were seen on five dates; formerly considered to be part of 

Scarlet Minivet  

 

Brown Shrike  Lanius c. cristatus / lucionensis 

Ones and twos were recorded on seven dates at very widespread sites 

 

Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus ceylonensis e  

Quite common with several seen each day in the lowlands 

 

Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercusminor e 

One on roadside wires as we approached Anuradhapura was followed by others at the Meridiya Hotel and 

Mihintale 

 

White-bellied Drongo Dicrurus c. leucopygialis e / insularis e  

Fairly common and widespread, seen almost daily in the lowlands and at Sinharaja 
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Sri Lanka Drongo Dicrurus lophorhinus E 

At least eight were seen at Sinharaja over two dates 

 

White-browed Fantail Rhipidura aureola compressirostris 

Two were at Surrey Tea Estate and one at Sinharaja 

 

Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea ceylonensis e 

Singles were seen at Sigyria and Sinharaja 

 

Asian Paradise-flycatcher Terpsiphone p. paradisi & ceylonensis e  

Fairly common and widespread, white males (migrants from India) were seen in the north around Anuradhapura 

and Sigyria and resident birds were all over, about 30 were seen in total 

 

Sri Lanka Blue Magpie Urocissa ornate E 

Of about six at the research station at Sinharaja two gave exceptional views 

 

House Crow Corvus splendens protegatus 

Common and widespread though largely replaced by the next species at higher elevations 

 

Indian Jungle Crow Corvus c. culminatus [‘anthracinus’ e] 

Common and widespread, especially in more rural areas and the uplands 

 

Grey-headed Canary Flycatcher Culicicapa c. ceylonensis  

Up to six were noted at Boumeraella and the nearby Galways Forest Reserve 

 

Cinereous Tit Parus cinereus mahrattarum   

Small numbers were seen at and above Nuwara Eliya; formerly considered part of Great Tit P. major 

 

Jerdon’s Bush Lark Mirafra affinis [‘ceylonensis’ e]  

Small numbers were at widespread lowland sites after the first near Anuradhapura, recorded on four dates 

 

Ashy-crowned Sparrow Lark Eremopterix grisea  

Only seen at and near Yala NP where about 15 were recorded 

 

Black-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus melanicterus E  

A couple at Mihintale were followed by about 10 at Sinharaja 

 

Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer haemorrhousus e 

Very common and widespread but replaced by the next species at higher elevations around Nuwara Eliya 

 

Yellow-eared Bulbul Pycnonotus penicillatus E 

Fairly common at and around Nuwara Eliya, a strikingly attractive Bulbul 
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White-browed Bulbul Pycnonotus l. luteolus? / insulae 

Small number were recorded at fairly widespread sites on eight dates after the first at Anuradhapura 

 

Yellow-browed Bulbul Acritillas i. indicus / guglielmi e  

About 10 were at Udawatakelle Reserve in Kandy and a similar number at Sinharaja 

 

Square-tailed Black Bulbul Hypsipetes ganeesa humii e 

A couple at Udawatakelle Reserve in Kandy were followed by 20 or more at Sinharaja 

 

Sand Martin Riparia riparia ssp. 

Two flew through at Bundala and a couple more were over the small lake at Yala Village 

 

Barn Swallow Hirundo r. rustica / gutturalis 

Particularly common in the northern lowlands with several more in the southeast but absent from higher 

elevations 

 

Hill Swallow Hirundo domicola  

Up to 10 were at the tea factory near Nuwara Eliya and at Pattipole Station below Horton Plains 

 

Sri Lanka Swallow Cecropis hyperythra E 

Up to 20 at Sigyria gave some very nice views, a few more were seen on a further five dates 

 

Green Warbler Phylloscopus nitidus 

Fairly frequently heard and occasionally seen at very widespread sites 

 

Large-billed Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus magnirostris  

One at Mihintale was the only one that gave decent views though birds were heard in several wooded contexts 

throughout 

 

Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum 

Ones and twos were seen on four dates after the first at Anuradhapura, a few more were heard 

 

Clamorous Reed Warbler Acrocephalus stentoreus meridionalis  

A few singing birds were heard at Bundala where one gave some fleeting views 

 

Sri Lanka Bush Warbler Elaphrornis palliseri E 

Two or three eventually showed well at Horton Plains 

 

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis cursitans / omalura e 

Singing birds were noted at Deberewewa Tank 

 

Jungle Prinia Prinia sylvatica valida e  

One showed well at Sigyria and several more were either heard or seen fleetingly at widespread lowland sites 
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Ashy Prinia Prinia socialis brevicauda e 

Widespread in small numbers, recorded on six dates 

 

Plain Prinia Prinia inornata insularis e 

Ones and twos were regularly seen in more open lowland areas 

 

Common Tailorbird Orthotomus s. sutorius e / fernando e  

Fairly common, seen on six dates and heard on several more 

  

Brown-capped Babbler Pellorneum f. fuscocapillum / babaulti [/‘scortillium’] E 

One or to showed well at Ayama lake one morning and another was seen at the spice garden en route from there 

to Kandy 

 

Sri Lanka Scimitar Babbler Pomatorhinus m. melanurus / holdsworthi E 

Heard but not seen at Hantane; one was seen briefly at Horton Plains but up to six showed very well later that 

day at Boumerella, also heard bat Sinharaja 

  

Dark-fronted Babbler Rhopocichla atricep nigrifrons e / siccata e 

Only seen at Sinharaja where about 10 were noted 

 

Yellow-eyed Babbler Chrysomma sinense nasale e  

A couple were seen distantly at Sigyria and about 10 gave closer, but often fleeting, views at Udawalawe 

 

Orange-billed Babbler Turdoides rufescens E 

Only seen at Sinharaja where three flocks were found 

 

Yellow-billed Babbler Turdoides affini taprobanus e  

Common and widespread away from the highest elevations around Nuwara Eliya and in the National Park at 

Sinharaja 

 

Ashy-headed Laughingthrush Garrulax cinereifrons E 

A group of about eight were seen at Sinharaja 

 

Oriental White-eye Zosterops palpebrosa egregius e  

Small numbers were seen regularly in the lowlands and at middle elevations after the first at Hantane, recorded 

on six dates 

 

Sri Lanka White-eye Zosterops ceylonensis E 

Fairly common at and above Nuwara Eliya 

 

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta f. frontalis  

Two or three were at Udawatakelle Reserve, Kandy, a couple more were at Horton Plains and a final bird was at 

Sinharaja 
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Sri Lanka Hill Myna Gracula ptilogenys E 

Only seen at Sinharaja where about 10 were noted, a couple of which posed for the scope 

 

Southern Hill Myna Gracula indica 

About six were at Peredeniya, a few more heard but not seen well at Udawatakelle and a couple more showed 

well at Sinharaja 

 

Common Myna Acridotheres tristis melanosturnus e 

Common and rather widespread, most prominent in built up areas 

 

White-faced Starling Sturnornis senex E 

Two gave some half-decent views at Sinharaja 

 

Rosy Starling Pastor roseus 

One flew over at Anuradhapura, about 40 flew past at Yala Village and about 10 at Udawalawe included a couple 

of briefly perched individuals 

 

Pied Thrush Zoothera wardii 

Three at Victoria Park, Nuwara Eliya failed to show well so three more at Surrey Tea Estate were most welcome 

and showed nicely 

 

Orange-headed Thrush Zoothera c. citrina 

One showed in the gloom at Sigyria 

 

Spot-winged Thrush Zoothera spiloptera E 

Two singling birds showed well close to the Blue Magpie Lodge at Sinharaja 

 

Sri Lanka Thrush Zoothera imbricata E   

One was glimpsed by those in one minibus as we drove to Horton Plains 

 

Indian Blackbird Turdus simillimus kinnisii e 

At least three were seen at first light on Horton Plains 

 

Indian Blue Robin Luscinia b. brunnea  

At least two came to bathe on pools in the road in the dark forest at Sigyria 

 

Oriental Magpie Robin Copsychus saularis ceylonensis  

Common and very widespread 

 

White-rumped Shama Copsychus malabaricus leggei e 

After the first at Mihintale further birds were seen, and more often heard, at Sigyria, Ayama Lake and Yala 

 

Indian Robin Saxicoloides fulicata leucoptera e 

Fairly common in the lowlands after the first at Anuradhapura 



Sri Lanka  Tour Report 

 

 

26  © Naturetrek     June 10 
 

Pied Bushchat Saxicola caprata atratus e 

Only seen at and just below Horton Plains where about 10 were found 

 

Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa dauurica poonensis 

Fairly common and widespread, recorded on six dates 

 

Brown-breasted Flycatcher Muscicapa muttui 

One at Peredeniya was followed by another at Boumerella and one at Sinharaja 

 

Kashmir Flycatcher Ficedula subrubra 

A male gave some cracking views along the babbling brook in Victoria Park, Nuwara Eliya and a couple more 

were seen briefly at nearby Boumerella 

 

Dull-blue Flycatcher Eumyias sordida E 

Twos or three at Horton Plains were followed by a similar number at Boumerella 

 

Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher Cyornis tickelliae jerdoni e 

Males showed nicely at Ayama Lake 

 

Jerdon’s Leafbird Chloropsis jerdoni E 

Regularly seen in the lowlands of the north with a few elsewhere 

 

Thick-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum agile zeylonicum e 

One at Sigyria was followed by another at Yala Village, both were rather fleeting 

 

Legge’s Flowerpecker Dicaeum vincens E 

Two were seen at Sinharaja during our first morning there 

 

Pale-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum erythrorhynchos ceylonense e 

Very common and widespread, recorded daily in good numbers 

 

Purple-rumped Sunbird Leptocoma z. zeylonica e 

Common and widespread 

 

Purple Sunbird Cinnyris a. asiatica  

A few were seen in the northern lowlands  

 

Loten’s Sunbird Cinnyris l. lotenius e 

Common and widespread; also known as Long-billed Sunbird 

  

House Sparrow Passer domesticus indicus 

Present in some urban contexts 
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Streaked Weaver Ploceus manyar flaviceps 

A handful of the 50 or so present north of Embylipitiya gave some decent scope views 

 

Baya Weaver Ploceus p. philippinus  

A small breeding colony at Deberewewa Wewa near Tissamaharama contained about 20 birds 

 

Indian Silverbill Euodice malabarica  

One at Bundala was followed by a handful more at Yala  

 

White-rumped Munia Lonchura s. striata 

10 or so at Sigyria were followed by regular views below the restaurant at the Blue Magpie in Sinharaja 

 

Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura p. punctulata 

Common and widespread, seen daily in fair numbers 

 

Tricolored Munia Lonchura malacca 

A flock of about 50 flew around near Embylipitiya and a few more were seen next day at Udawalawe NP 

 

Forest Wagtail Dendromanthus indicus 

Singles were at Ayama Lake and Peredeniya with two more at the Centauria Hotel in Embylipitiya 

 

Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava ssp. 

A couple near Yala NP and another at Tissamaharama were closest in appearance to the subspecies thunbergi: 

‘Grey-headed’ Wagtail 

 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea ssp. . 

Ones and twos were regularly seen in upland areas 

 

Paddyfield Pipit Anthus r. rufulus  

Occasionally seen in open country, recorded on six dates 

 

[Blyth’s Pipit Anthus godlewski] 

One was seen and heard at Udawalawe (l/o) 

 

SELECTED OTHER FAUNA 

Green Garden Lizard Calotus versicolor and Common Garden Lizard C. calotus, Indian Land Monitor Varanus b. 

bengalensis and Water Monitor V. monitor kabaragoya were seen at several sites and Marsh Mugger Crocodylus palustris 

was noted at a few larger tanks and coastal wetlands. A Hard-shelled Terrapin species was at Udawatakelle and a 

Rat Snake Ptyas mucosus was at Bundala. Small numbers of unidentified Geckos were at each hotel. Butterflies 

were the most prominent invertebrates with the numerous species seen including Sri Lanka Tree-nymph Idea 

iasonia at Sinharaja and Blue Mormon Papilio polymnestor Crimson Rose Pachliopta hector and Common Birdwing 

Troides darsius throughout. 
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MAMMALS 

Species order, taxonomy and nomenclature generally follow Duff and Lawson's Mammals of the World: A 

Checklist (A&C Black) 2004 

 

Indian or Black-naped Hare Lepus nigricollis  

Several were seen in the grounds of the Ayama Lake Hotel and a few more were at and around Yala NP 

 

Indian (Three-striped) Palm Squirrel Funambulus palmarum  

Very common and widespread away from the central highlands where it was replaced by the next species 

 

Dusky Palm Squirrel Funambulus sublineatus E 

Small numbers were seen in and around Nuwara Eliya; this species was previously regarded as a small, dark and 

short-tailed subspecies of F. palmarum 

 

Sri Lankan (or Grizzled) Giant Squirrel Ratufa macroura  

After the first at Mihintale 10 more were seen in widespread wooded areas 

 

Rat species Rattus sp.  

A couple of rats seen around Nuwara Eliya were not specifically identified  

 

Common Leopard Panthera pardus  

One of two at Yala NP gave a series of excellent views as it walked through scrub parallel to the jeep track near 

the beach at a range of about 20 metres 

 

Ruddy Mongoose Herpestes edwardsii  

Ones and twos were seen on three occasions 

 

[Brown Mongoose Herpestes fuscus]  

A Mongoose at the Blue Magpie Lodge at Sinharaja was probably this species 

 

Golden Jackal Canus aureus  

At least four were seen at Yala 

 

Indian Flying Fox Pteropus giganteus  

A huge roost was at Peredeniya Botanical Gardens; otherwise this species was prominent at Anuradhapura and 

Tissamaharama with occasional live animals, and plenty of corpses on powerlines, elsewhere 

 

[Bat species various genera  

Bats of various shapes and sizes were seen around most hotels we used but none were identified to species] 

 

Toque Macaque Macaca sinica E 

Quite common, especially in association with Humans 
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Tufted Grey Langur Semnopithecus priam  

Quite common, found at many sites in the lowlands 

 

Purple-faced Leaf Monkey Trachypithecus vetulus E 

Some of the group saw a few at Sinharaja where others were heard 

 

Eurasian Wild Boar Sus Scrofa  

Over 50 were seen at Yala including several in the grounds of Yala Village  

 

Chital (Spotted Deer) Cervus axis  

One at Mihintale was followed by about 10 at Yala  

Sambar Deer Cervus unicolor 

One was seen at Horton Plains 

 

[Water Buffalo Bubalus arnee  

Although looking wild, the animals present at Yala and nearby areas are all believed to be the descendants of 

domesticated stock rather than wild natives] 

 

Asian Elephant Elephus maximus  

Four in and around Yala, including next to our rooms at Yala Village ! were followed by close encounters with at 

least 10 at Udawalawe NP 

 

 


