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Tour Leader:    Susantha Weerappulige 

    Pradeep Suranga 

 

Participants:   Richard Beal 

Jenny Beal 

    Julian Green 

Frances Green 

    Geoff Harper 

Yvonne Harper 

    Nigel Henderson 

Pam Henderson 

    Erica Godman 

    Paul Dukes 

    Dave Rickwood 

Juline Rickwood 

    Anthony Roberts 

Vivian Roberts 

Day 1 Sunday 9th February 

We arrived at Colombo pretty well on time at 1pm after a comfortable direct flight with Sri Lankan Airlines. We 

quickly passed through the arrival formalities and emerged from the Terminal to be greeted by Pradeep and 

Susantha. After the weeks of appalling weather in Britain it was something of a relief to emerge into the 30C 

afternoon heat of Colombo which set the pattern for the subsequent days as we exchanged British monsoon for 

a Sri Lankan drought. We were soon installed in the tour mini-coach and began the long drive to Anuradhapura. 

Asela, our driver quickly earned our confidence as he carefully steered around pot-holes and the sundry other 

obstacles encountered on Sri Lankan roads, and throughout the following two weeks both Asela and his assistant 

Nalin, never failed to be polite and helpful whatever uncivilised hour we asked them to be on duty, whilst 

Shantha looked after our luggage in a separate vehicle with similar good humour and dedication. We headed 

north in heavy traffic with more than a few heads nodding on the coach but there are always birds to see in Sri 

Lanka and the first few species were soon noted as we commenced our journey. The list was quickly increased 

when we stopped for a brief leg-stretch beside a small roadside ‘tank’ thickly covered in water-lilies where 

numerous Whiskered Terns were dipping over the water surface and a variety of waterbirds frequenting the 

aquatic vegetation including Purple Herons, Pond Herons, Purple Swamphens, Pheasant-tailed Jacanas, Lesser 

Whistling-duck and large numbers of egrets. A White-throated Kingfisher posed for us on the telephone wires 

replaced shortly afterwards by a fine Indian Roller. Nearby, a Stork-billed Kingfisher perched on a waterside 

branch. Further along the road Asela spotted a Giant Squirrel foraging in a tree and we stopped to admire this 

large rodent as it clambered around the canopy selecting tasty leaves to eat. 

 

A stop for tea and sandwiches at Puttalam Rest House provided welcome refreshment although with body-

clocks still running on European time this could have been either breakfast or a late lunch! Replete after the 

snack we continued on our journey to Anuradhapura chalking up more new birds by the roadside as we passed 

through a lush agricultural landscape dotted with  ‘tanks’ of varying sizes, their surfaces invariably covered with 

flowering water-lilies.  
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Within a very short time the group came to appreciate that the birds on roadside telephone wires were more than 

likely to be Common Mynas, House Crows, Spotted Doves, White-breasted Kingfishers, Bee-eaters or Indian 

Rollers, depending upon size, and that egrets, herons and Whiskered Terns occur in Sri Lanka with an 

abundance that we can scarcely imagine possible in impoverished Europe. The remainder of the drive was 

punctuated by occasional stops for interesting birds which included two raptors, an Oriental Honey Buzzard and 

a Crested Serpent Eagle. Earlier we had seen the first of many Brahminy Kites, always an impressive sight gliding 

and soaring over the coastal wetlands.  

 

We arrived at the Meridiya Hotel Anuradhapura at 1930 just a little too late for any late afternoon birding in the 

grounds but as we ran through the day’s bird list it promised much for the days to come. After an evening meal 

our thoughts turned to sleep and we retired to our rooms as the Geckos began their nightly harvest of the insects 

gathering around the hotel lights and bats dashed backwards and forwards over the gardens. 

Day 2 Monday 10th February 

With an impressive display of enthusiasm the entire group gathered in the hotel gardens at first light. Low water 

levels on the adjacent tank exposed an extensive strip of muddy shoreline for waders and waterbirds to 

congregate and as the light improved we could see Painted Storks, Openbills, Purple Herons and Spoonbills at 

the water’s edge whilst waders included Marsh Sandpipers, Greenshank and Little Stint. Out on the open water a 

few Spot-billed Pelicans were swimming and Little Cormorants joined in the dawn fishing opportunities which 

were also being exploited by a plethora of small fishing boats from the villages around the massive tank. 

Brahminy Kites were patrolling overhead in anticipation of any fish discarded by birds or humans. Scores of 

colourful dragonflies were also beginning their morning excursions over the water. 

 

In the hotel grounds the group made their acquaintance of some characteristic Sri Lankan birds such as Spotted 

Dove, Coppersmith and Brown-headed Barbets, Sunbirds, Red-vented Bulbuls, Paradise Flycatcher, White-

breasted Waterhen and Tailorbird. Another Stork-billed Kingfisher perched for us to marvel at his enormous 

beak, whilst even at this early stage of the tour White-throated Kingfishers were becoming almost commonplace! 

Mention should also be made of the ubiquitous Palm Squirrels. These entertaining little creatures are present 

throughout the island from the middle of Colombo to the most remote forest and seem to spend a lot of their 

day engaged in noisy territorial disputes accompanied by much tail signalling, or calling endlessly from the 

canopy in warning at some real or imaginary threat. Such behaviour is perhaps understandable as most of the 

potential predators would relish a plump Palm Squirrel lunch!  

 

 Flock after flock of Rose-ringed Parakeets screeched overhead on their way from roosts, and for some of the 

party, about twenty Green Imperial Pigeons also flew overhead on their way to a distant breakfast. A Brown Fish 

Owl was seen briefly in flight at first light but perhaps the star of the morning was a lovely Indian Pitta hopping 

through the shrubbery close to the hotel. The Meridiya garden is always a good pitta site but it was reassuring to 

see this individual continuing a long tradition as it grubbed among the leaf-debris and dodged around the 

flowerpots! After barely an hour we had amassed an impressive total of species but one final surprise awaited in 

the shape of a White-naped Woodpecker in a tree near the hotel entrance. This very local species is often 

difficult to find on these tours so it was a real bonus to obtain telescope views as it obligingly remained 

motionless for many minutes. 
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After breakfast we set off for a morning touring the archaeological sites of the former capital which are situated a 

few kilometres from the present city. First established around the 3rd. century BC, Anuradhapura remained the 

capital of the Sinhalese kingdom until AD993 when invaders from India captured the region and transferred the 

capital to Polonnaruwa. Today, the great brick burial mounds, called dagobas (or stupas in Sanskrit) of the 

ancient city dominate the area and stand amid acres of pleasant parkland which by a happy coincidence are also 

excellent habitat for birds. With one eye on the buildings and the other on the birdlife, we began a tour of the 

major sites, pausing frequently for photography and birding. A young local guide named Jagga accompanied us 

for the morning and was happy to provide the historical background at each location beginning at the famous 

Rock Temple then progressing to the Sacred Bo Tree and Elephant Dagoba. Some dagobas are in pristine 

condition whilst others are being renovated as part of a UNESCO funded programme but all are impressive, and 

well worth visiting. 

 

Although the priority was to explore the ancient city we inevitably encountered a pleasing selection of Dry-Zone 

birdlife which included 3 Crested Serpent Eagles, Brahminy Kites, a pair of endemic Grey Hornbill, Black-

rumped Flameback Woodpecker, Green Imperial and Sri Lanka Green Pigeons and several migrant Brown 

Flycatchers. A Green Sandpiper was an unexpected sight at the water’s edge in the enormous bathing pool which 

is one of the best preserved of the ancient sites. Already, groups of Yellow-billed Babblers were becoming a 

familiar sight. These soberly plumaged but charismatic birds occur throughout Sri Lanka and are full of character 

never missing the opportunity to investigate any potential source of food or to noisily mob any likely predator. 

There was always plenty to look at in the parkland surrounding the site with lots of colourful plumages to excite 

comment, perhaps none was more striking than the pattern of blue displayed in the wings of an Indian Roller or 

the deep blue upperparts of the numerous White-breasted Kingfishers.  Troupes of Grey Langurs and Toque 

Macaques typically loitered around near the ruins waiting for hand outs from tourists and watched our progress 

with hopeful gazes. A border dispute between two rival troupes of langurs provided some entertainment as the 

macho posturing of the males brought to mind two gangs of football fans hurling abuse at each other before a 

charge by one army caused an undignified retreat by their opponents.  

 

Following another excellent buffet lunch at the Meridiya, we departed for an afternoon at Mihintale, a very 

important historical site about 12 kilometres from Anuradhapura. It is here that Buddhism was first introduced 

to Sri Lanka from India and the spot is marked by a particularly fine dagoba perched on the top of a forested hill. 

Before investigating the forest at the base of the hill, we spent a little time in the surrounding grassland where 

scattered trees and bushes provide habitat for such species as Small Minivets, Sri Lanka Woodshrikes, Black-

hooded Orioles and Purple-rumped Sunbirds. A flock of Cattle Egrets were delighted by our activities and 

followed along behind us snapping up the insects we disturbed from the vegetation. A lovely male Black-headed 

Cuckooshrike was eventually seen well but earlier his larger relative, the Large Cuckooshrike was only seen 

briefly in flight by some of the group. Two Crested Tree-Swifts glided over the trees as we explored the area but 

rather more numerous were the many Palm and Little Swifts dashing across the sky. 

 

Mihintale produced the anticipated selection of birds as we made our way along a narrow road leading through 

forest to the base of the dagoba. The drowsy heat gradually subsided and as it did so, roving flocks of birds 

began their afternoon spell of activity. We took our time and were rewarded with appearances by Common 

Ioras, White-browed Bulbuls, Grey Hornbills and two White-rumped Shamas adding their rich fruity songs to 

the afternoon chorus of calls from the forest.  
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Reaching the start of the flight of steps leading back to the main car park we paused around the former 

monastery refectory area see what birds showed in the late afternoon burst of activity. Among the species 

appearing at the forest edge were numerous Brown-headed and Coppersmith Barbets, Asian Brown Flycatchers, 

Pale-billed Flowerpeckers, Indian Robins and a hepatic-phase Grey-bellied Cuckoo. Also noted here were several 

Jerdon’s Leafbirds, Common Ioras, more Black-hooded Orioles, and more Grey Hornbills. Another endemic 

became audible as a Sri Lankan Junglefowl commenced his evening crowing from the forest but sadly he 

remained hidden! Crimson-backed Woodpecker became our third woodpecker species for the trip and several 

Paradise Flycatchers included one of the magnificent white males of the Indian race, his long tail feathers trailing 

behind like streamers as he flew. Other birds seen here included Black-capped Bulbuls, Long-billed and Purple-

rumped Sunbirds. Non-ornithological sightings for the day included another Giant Squirrel in the Meridiya 

garden, Spotted Deer seen from the coach and several Land Monitors. A Rock Skink was also noted. Memories 

of the British winter were already fading in the tropical heat and as we drove back to Anuradhapura with the sky 

crimson from the setting sun, dozens of bat were beginning their nights hunting. 

Day 3 Tuesday 11th February 

Dawn in the Meridiya garden was sadly pitta-less but early morning birding witnessed another gathering of 

waterbirds which today included two Woolly-necked Storks. One of these was observed trying to swallow a large 

fish but it was uncertain whether it had caught it or found the body. A Blyth’s Reed Warbler, heard calling from 

a clump of bushes the previous morning was again heard in the same spot but was no more obliging with views. 

On this second morning many of the garden inhabitants were looking a little more familiar to the group but still 

appeared pleasingly exotic! 

 

Later, travelling through a landscape of paddy fields and scattered forest interspersed with occasional areas of 

open water, we noted a variety of roadside birds such as the ever-present Pond Herons, Red-wattled Lapwings 

and egrets. At length we reached the town of Tirappane and turned off the main road to take a short walk along 

the edge of a big tank. I had not visited this site before but first impressions were impressive as we came upon a 

flock of over 40 Spot-billed Pelicans chasing fish close to the bank with attendant Whiskered Terns dipping amid 

the frenzy of white bodies. Many of the pelicans were immature, which is perhaps an encouraging sign of 

breeding success for these endangered birds. After this favourable introduction we continued to see a wonderful 

selection of birdlife which included masses of egrets and herons, Wood Sandpiper, Little Tern, Painted Storks, 

Openbills, cormorants and Darters. At least three White-bellied Sea Eagles were engaged in a territorial scrap 

tumbling through the sky, whilst a pair of Grey-headed Fishing Eagles screamed abuse at us from a tree top nest. 

Other raptors included a Crested Serpent Eagle and two Changeable Hawk-Eagles plus the inevitable Brahminy 

Kites. An excellent location! 

 

Kakirawa Tank, is another sizeable area of freshwater that we usually stop at en route to Sigiriya. This roadside 

lake, covered with water lilies and other aquatic vegetation, provides fine views of many typical wetland birds and 

we spent an enjoyable hour making the acquaintance of these whilst keeping a wary eye on the traffic thundering 

past on the road! Two very characteristic marsh dwellers were immediately obvious; handsome Purple 

Swamphens, brilliant blue in the morning sun, and elegant Pheasant-tailed Jacanas delicately picking their way 

over the lily pads. Nearly all the jacanas were in full breeding plumage and several bad-tempered disputes were 

witnessed, no doubt connected with territorial boundaries.  
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Purple Herons, also resplendent in breeding plumage, competed with masses of egrets fishing the shallows and 

little flocks of Lesser Whistling Ducks demonstrated the aptness of their name as they circled noisily around in 

courtship chases. Cotton Pygmy-Geese were much more introverted, discreetly slipping through the lilies in such 

an unobtrusive manner that we initially failed to spot them although eventually we counted over twenty of these 

pretty little ducks. Equally eager to avoid detection was a splendid Yellow Bittern clinging to rushes just metres 

from the bank and a little further along the tank we flushed a second bird from another clump of vegetation. 

Several Black Bitterns also offered close views. Perhaps the biggest surprise here was a flock of over 40 Coot. 

Formerly restricted to the north of Sri Lanka, Coots appear to be extending their range and an initial sighting of 

a few birds here six years ago was obviously the beginning of a major colonization. Other opportunist roadside 

sightings during the remainder of the drive to Sigiriya included a Large Cuckooshrike, Common Sandpiper, 

Common Kingfisher and an Ashy Swallow-Shrike.  

 

Arriving at the splendid Sigiriya Hotel soon after midday we enjoyed a protracted lunch break during which our 

fellow guests were making full use of the hotel swimming pool behind which the famous rock loomed over the 

forest canopy. After lunch we set out to look for birds in the extensive forests surrounding the mighty rock 

fortress which briefly became the capital after Anuradhapura was abandoned. Before following the perimeter 

road beside the fortress ‘moat’ we disembarked from the coach in Sigiriya village to check a roadside Grey-

bellied Cuckoo which quickly led to a succession of interesting sightings including White-browed Fantail 

Flycatcher, Brown Shrikes, Sri Lanka Swallows, Sri Lanka Wood-Shrike, Jerdon’s Bushlark, Gold-fronted 

Leafbird, Grey-breasted and Jungle Prinias. It was clearly going to be one of those afternoons! As we moved 

from one bird to another our antics were watched by amused locals and a Calotes versicolor lizard clinging to the 

trunk of a tree.  

 

We eventually reached the forest where the birding became somewhat more difficult until the star of the day 

appeared in the diminutive shape of an Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher. This jewel of a bird is usually a hard species 

to see but on this occasion the extrovert individual sat in open view for well over 10 minutes allowing us to 

appreciate every detail of his iridescent plumage. It was a memorable encounter with a rarely observed forest 

inhabitant.Other notable sightings included two Blue-faced Malkohas, Pale-billed Flowerpeckers, Zitting 

Cisticola, another Jerdon’s Bushlark, a soaring Woolly-necked Stork and a number of Alexandrine Parakeets 

noisily announcing their passage over the forest.  As we drew nearer to the rock, clouds of Little Swifts could be 

seen swirling overhead although the usual Shaheen Falcon failed to appear among them. Several Shamas began 

tuning up for late afternoon song and offered brief glimpses amid the canopy.  Before retiring to the comfort of 

the Sigiriya Hotel, Susantha added one final birding memory to an action-packed day by tape-luring a Jerdon’s 

Nightjar to make a dusk appearance not far from the hotel entrance, a suitable finale to the day! 

Day 4 Wednesday 12th February 

Tracking what had been seen was rather difficult today, as the group divided to follow differing agendas. 

Everyone ate an early breakfast before leaving to climb Sigiriya Rock whilst a small contingent followed this 

morning exercise with a day excursion to Polonnaruwa. In the hotel grounds a lovely Orange-headed Ground 

Thrush was the best find along with an Indian Pitta and several Tickell’s Blue Flycatchers. The rock climbers also 

saw several interesting species with Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker, new for the holiday. 
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After a hearty lunch and a protracted rest period we set out in the coach to finish the day with a visit to Sigiriya 

Sanctuary, a large expanse of forest, scrub jungle and more open agricultural habitats a few kilometres from the 

rock. We toured around in the coach stopping occasionally for short walks or to look at roadside birds. One of 

the first stops was to admire a trio of Sri Lanka Junglefowl hens scratching away at the forest floor like so many 

domestic fowl. The lovely intricate pattern of browns in the plumage of the females is more subtle than the 

showy males but just as beautiful. An Indian Pitta was another forest denizen which hopped into view and we 

enjoyed close-ups of a Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher. Inhabitants of the bushy areas included Blue-faced Malkoha, 

Black-rumped Flameback, Black-headed Cuckooshrike, barbets and several Brown Shrikes, one of which was a 

grey headed Philippine sub-species. A mobile Indian Cuckoo offered brief views as did several White-rumped 

Shamas. Other sightings included Black-capped and White-browed Bulbuls, Paradise Flycatchers, Emerald Dove 

and a pair of Woolly-necked Storks perched at the top of a tall tree. Towards dusk flocks of Indian Cormorants 

passed overhead en route to an unknown roost.  

 

In addition to the species highlighted, our afternoon birding also brought us more encounters with some of the 

birds becoming more familiar with each passing day such as Purple, Long-billed and Purple-rumped Sunbirds, 

Red-vented Bulbuls, Blue-tailed Bee-eater, Black-hooded Oriole and of course the egrets, herons, jacanas, 

Whiskered Terns and gallinules frequenting the tanks. At least two Giant Squirrels were noted during the day and 

a lone Grey Mongoose but the prize mammal was a Ruddy Mongoose which we met meandering down the main 

road towards our coach. Asela switched off the engine and the creature approached to within 50 metres before 

veering off into the forest. Back at the hotel we swapped stories with the Polonnaruwa group who returned with 

tales of elephants, reclining buddhas and other wondrous sights!  

Day 5 Thursday 13th February 

Somewhat reluctantly we took our leave of the Sigiriya Hotel but not before the Orange-headed Ground Thrush 

had made a dawn appearance behind Frances and Julian’s room! A flowering tree opposite the hotel entrance 

also provided some final birding moments hosting at different times; 18 Sri Lanka Green Pigeons, 2 Green 

Imperial Pigeons, Grey Hornbill, Coppersmith Barbet, 3 Sunbird species and for a few seconds only, a Thick-

billed Flowerpecker. 

 

We departed at 0730 in order to accommodate a visit to Dambulla Rock Temple which proved to be a good 

decision from every perspective. Before arriving at the massive roadside Buddha we saw at least 16 Malabar Pied 

Hornbills flapping along in pairs and small groups parallel with the road, no doubt on their way to a fruiting tree 

in the temple grounds. Dambulla was a cultural stop but in addition to the hornbills we also watched a pale-

phase Booted Eagle soar overhead and as we ascended the steps to the rock temples noted both Oriental Honey 

Buzzard and a distant Woolly-necked Stork. Although crowded with tourists, the famous rock images were well 

worth the exertion in climbing the 500 stairs to reach the caves and we spent an enjoyable hour or so in a 

leisurely exploration with Susantha, as usual providing an erudite explanation of the history. Just four days into 

the tour we were already aware of our guide’s tremendous depth of knowledge about all matters pertaining to Sri 

Lankan wildlife and history. It is tradition to stop at a Spice Garden on the way to Kandy but today’s visit to the 

Lucky Grove garden near Matale was exceptionally busy with other tourists and as a consequence our tour was 

somewhat rushed and not very comprehensive. A few Yellow-browed Bulbuls were an ornithological diversion 

but before we continued our journey to Kandy. 
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After passing through increasingly verdant and hilly country we eventually reached the periphery of the attractive 

university city of Kandy. The bustle and noise of city traffic was quite a shock after a few days of relative quiet, 

but Asela was in his element and steered through the chaos with consummate ease. A pleasant buffet lunch at 

the considerably refurbished Peradiniya Rest House was well received and then we braved crossing a busy main 

road to enter the peace of the Botanical Gardens. It was however the start of a three day full-moon holiday and 

the gardens were busier than normal with large parties of schoolchildren adding to the families, courting couples 

and tourists enjoying the walks. Peradiniya on a quiet day can be surprisingly good for birdwatching but on this 

searingly hot afternoon it proved difficult to find the usual species. Some birds did however oblige with 

appearances; Indian (Lesser) Hill Mynas whistled and chattered from high in the canopy, Sri Lanka Hanging 

Parrots hurtled over the trees like tiny missiles and a Grey Tit was investigating bark crevices for insects, a pale 

version of the familiar Parus major from home. One garden resident that would be hard to miss was the huge 

roost of Indian Flying Foxes. Peevish calls and occasional views of pterodactyl-like shapes flapping over the trees 

was a prelude to our arrival at the main roosting area, where thousands of bats are clustered like so many strange 

fruits in the trees. Many thousands of animals now spend the daytime in the gardens and I never tire of watching 

their antics as they prepare for another night's foraging. Some bats hang asleep while others are grooming their 

fur in the equivalent of morning ablutions, and a few neighbours squabble with each other in some dispute over 

space. It is an impressive spectacle and long may it continue in this delightful place.  

 

We took our leave at the same time as the hordes of schoolchildren, and Asela then did battle with the rush-hour 

traffic eventually reaching the Suisse Hotel beside Kandy Lake just before dusk. Sufficient light remained for us 

to spot 4 or 5 Night Herons standing beside egrets on a waterside log. The elegance of this old colonial hotel 

gives a taste of former splendours and it is perfectly sited for visiting the Temple of the Tooth, literally across the 

lake from the hotel. It is however a magnet for miscreant Toque Macaques which are ever watchful for open 

windows to facilitate a little petty thieving! 

Day 6 Friday 14th February 

After an early breakfast we braved the rush hour traffic to travel the short distance to Udawattakele Reserve, a 

splendid tract of primary forest on a hill overlooking the city. The reserve was a haven of peace after the chaos 

of vehicles thronging the streets and we soon began to find some interesting birds. To begin with we stood at the 

edge of the forest pool near the entrance and gradually picked out some of the birds calling from high in the 

forest canopy. Another endemic, the Yellow-fronted Barbet, was one of the commonest inhabitants but not 

always easy to watch amid the foliage. Noisy flocks of Black Bulbuls appeared along with the inevitable Hanging 

Parrots dashing overhead. Screeching Layard's Parakeets teased us with their calls but initially remained unseen 

and Tickell's Blue Flycatchers uttered their sweet little songs from the dark undergrowth. A lot of Indian Mynas 

were present in the forest and from time to time individuals presented telescope views in the high canopy. In the 

waters of the forest pool, where Bo Derek once swam for a Tarzan film, many Tilapia were visible in the 

shallows and several large Hard-shelled Terrapins surveyed the world from half submerged logs. A Velvet-

fronted Nuthatch also appeared during this initial period of observation. Continuing slowly through the forest 

we had some rather unsatisfactory views of skulking Scimitar Babblers and briefly, a Brown-breasted Flycatcher, 

but it was rather later in the walk that we began to encounter a few more obliging birds beginning with a Layard’s 

Parakeet which Julian with his acute vision picked out sitting high among similarly coloured leaves in a tall tree.  
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Several Crimson-backed Woodpeckers soon followed, a Black-naped Monarchs fussing around a nest and 

several Paradise Flycatchers. Not far from the pool on our return route a superb male Indian Blue Robin posed 

perfectly for us sitting motionless on a fallen branch for several minutes before grubbing about the leaf debris in 

a relaxed manner like his British namesake. A striking looking Hump-nosed Lizard was surprised clinging to a 

low sapling beside the path and did his best not to panic whilst watching us with chameleon-like eyes.  

 

Udawattakele had once again produced some fascinating birds and as we made our way along the side of the 

pool, a number of Yellow-fronted Barbets showed well along with a single Brown Shrike at the edge of the 

water. Other birds seen during our visit included Yellow-browed Bulbul, Black-rumped Flameback, Brown-

capped Babbler and Crimson-fronted Barbet. This being St Valentine’s day we also witnessed a few young 

couples heading into the reserve, no doubt with thoughts on matters other than how many birds they could find! 

 

After lunch, many of the group exchanged the city for the clear air of the hills and an afternoon at Hatane amid 

the Udawela Tea Estate. Acres of tea bushes cloaking the hills gave a taste of the scenery to come as we entered 

deeper into the hill country on subsequent days. The writer was one of those who stayed behind to attend a 

performance of Kandyan dancing but I understand that among the species seen on Hatane Ridge were Mountain 

Hawk and Black Eagles, Plum-headed Parakeet, and more Yellow-fronted Barbets. 

 

As dusk settled, many hundreds of egrets began flying in to roost on an island in Kandy Lake, filling the islands 

with their white bodies. The Night Herons were again in their usual place and as we returned on foot from the 

hour-long concert we passed a small colony of Indian Cormorants in a roadside tree. It proved to be quite an 

interesting stroll with Coppersmith Barbets calling from perches above the busy road, Indian Flying Foxes 

beginning evening excursions from roosts near the hotel and a pair of White-breasted Waterhens picking their 

way along the water’s edge. Earlier the dancers had performed to a packed house in the Culture Centre 

presenting a concert which according to the accompanying programme included a Pooja Dance, Panteru Natum, 

Cobra Dance, Mask Dance, Mayura Wannama, Raban Dance, Ves Dance and Fire Walking. We may not have 

understood all the meaning of the various dances but it was a colourful spectacle performed with great energy. 

Day 7 Saturday 15th February 

We left the city at 830am and drove along the winding road to Nuwara Eliya, the capital of the hill country. The 

lushness of the vegetation around Kandy gave way to a succession of tea estates as we gradually climbed into the 

hills, the huge factory buildings surrounded by rows of tea bushes among which, teams of pickers were engaged 

in collecting the leaves. The winding, traffic filled road did not offer many birding opportunities but we did pass 

Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters on roadside wires and had various glimpses of shapes that we could not afford to 

stop for.  Eventually we reached the Glen Loch Tea Estate where we stopped for a leg stretch and tour of the 

factory. Hill Swallows nesting in the factory were a photographic diversion while the group was led round to 

observe the various processes involved in producing top quality tea. An Oriental Honey Buzzard also appeared 

during our visit and we saw a few more Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters.  

 

Duly educated in the mysteries of tea production, refreshed with complimentary cuppas and clutching packets of 

tea purchased in the shop, we continued on our way to Nuwara Eliya, the road twisting ever higher through a 

series of hairpins affording splendid views of deep forested valleys, and distant ranges of hills.  
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Eventually the tea estates were replaced by vegetable cultivations then rows of pines on the outskirts of town. 

Our accommodation for two nights was at the alluringly named Leisure Village Hotel perched on a hill 

overlooking Gregory’s Lake. It seemed the whole population of Nuwara Eliya was out enjoying the afternoon 

sunshine and the shores of the lake were particularly popular especially the racecourse. Many swan-shaped boats 

were also bobbing out on the water and a blue-painted seaplane was attracting a lot of interest at a jetty. I read 

later that this aircraft is one of several owned by the Cinnamon Hotel chain and is providing domestic air links 

between Colombo, Kandy and other towns with convenient lakes to land on. As we settled in at our hotel and 

tucked into lunch a pair of Pied Bushchats chased each other around the adjacent paddy-fields and the male even 

sang from the hotel roof.  

 

Victoria Park, in the heart of Nuwara Eliya, is an unlikely hot-spot, a busy town park of tidily manicured flower-

beds and shrubs, bisected by a rubbish-strewn muddy stream, but it regularly attracts a splendid mix of both 

resident hill country birds and winter visitors from the Himalayas. It is probably one of the best places in the 

sub-continent to see Pied Ground Thrushes but on this occasion our initial search of the stream bank failed to 

locate any, perhaps due in part to the unfortunate clearance of waterside vegetation by the tidy-minded park 

staff. Numerous Magpie Robins caused binoculars to be hastily raised more than once but there was no sign of 

the long distance travellers, although Pond Herons, Common Sandpipers and Grey Wagtails were seemingly 

finding plenty to eat as they foraged along the litter on the banks along with several Forest Wagtails. Yellow-

eared Bulbul and Sri Lanka Hill White eye were duly added to the holiday list and we had reasonable views of a 

Blyth’s Reed Warbler but the thrushes remained stubbornly elusive. Eventually some glimpses were obtained at 

the very edge of the park where some fruiting trees were attracting a number of birds but the views were hardly 

satisfactory and on this occasion we were obliged to admit defeat. Another Indian Pitta was hopping around in 

the shrubbery below the trees and several more Yellow-eared Bulbuls appeared. A Scimitar Babbler nearby was 

not seen by many of the group but other species recorded in the park included White-breasted Waterhen, 

Paddyfield Pipit, Scaly-bellied Munia and large numbers of House Sparrows to remind us of home! 

Day 8 Sunday 16th February 

We made a 5.00 start from the hotel in jeeps for the excursion to Horton Plains, taking with us dozens of 

cardboard boxes containing packed breakfasts. The 18 miles from Nuwara Eliya took about an hour and we 

arrived at the new ticket office to the Horton Plains Reserve, just as darkness gave way to the first light of dawn. 

Several Blackbirds began their morning search for food just metres from where we stood and offered a good 

opportunity to compare these with our European species. Formerly regarded as a race of Turdus merulus the 

bird is now classified as the ‘Indian Blackbird’ and no doubt advances in taxonomy may yet result in the Sri 

Lankan population being split as another endemic. A powerful, slightly curved orange bill and legs emphasize the 

difference from the European Blackbird and they also display a fine mottling on the flanks together with a 

slightly purple sheen to the plumage. The voice is also different as we later heard when several joined the dawn 

chorus from the forest.  

 

Moving on to the famous Arrenga pool we gathered at the roadside in the pleasantly cool dawn air. Within a 

short while a superb male Whistling Thrush suddenly appeared in a bush just metres away, and remained 

uncharacteristically in view for several minutes giving a rare opportunity to admire his blue ‘shoulder’ patch and 

glossy plumage.   
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 A Dull Blue Flycatcher flitting along the forest edge behind the Arrenga pool gave us another endemic to look 

at and several Sri Lanka Woodpigeons offered flight views over the trees. Flocks of Sri Lanka Hill White-eyes 

were also beginning their daily exploration of the forest and Yellow-eared Bulbuls contributed their fluty calls to 

the mixture of song filling the morning.  

 

A steady stream of vehicles had been passing us since first light, all heading towards World’s End so we decided 

to follow suit. A sunny public holiday guaranteed crowds at this popular venue and although still only 9am we 

were going to be late arrivals. First however, as we crossed the wide grassy plateau, we made a customary stop to 

admire the view of Adam’s Peak, clearly visible among a jumble of distant mountains. Paddyfield Pipits and 

Zitting Cisticolas were numerous in this moorland habitat, along with scattered pairs of Pied Bush Chats whilst 

Swallows and Hill Swallows dashed around catching insects overhead. A small herd of Sambar was also grazing 

in the distance with one stag in attendance.  

 

The car park and HQ of the National Park was predictably thronged with vehicles and we confined ourselves to 

demolishing the packed breakfasts in the car park and telescoped a lone ‘Bear Monkey’ (Highland race of Purple-

faced Leaf Monkey) welcoming the rising sun from a comfortable perch high in a tree. After purchasing entry 

tickets we joined the numerous walkers heading towards World’s End but unlike them our progress was soon 

halted by sightings of Brown Shrike, Pied Bush-Chat, Hill Swallow, Blue-tailed Bee Eater and other distractions. 

Despite the ever increasing number of walkers, we saw a fair selection of birds including more Dull Blue 

Flycatchers, Grey-headed Canary Flycatcher, Dark-fronted Babblers, Green Warblers, Great Tit, Yellow-eared 

Bulbuls and a soaring Mountain Hawk Eagle. From first light we had been hearing Junglefowl calling in the 

forest but it came as a surprise when several males and females emerged from cover to drink from puddles on 

the path, paying little heed to us standing just metres away. There was a supreme confidence about their 

behaviour, in particular the nearest male who seemed to be saying ‘I’m going to have this drink and you would 

be well advised to leave me alone’ He might have had occasion to be a little more cautious however as Erica 

found a scat on the path which Pradeep identified as having been left by a Leopard! 

 

The extremely skulking Sri Lanka Bush Warbler was next on Susanthas list of target species and judicious use of 

tapes persuaded three or four individuals to emerge from the dense undergrowth for a few moments. This is a 

bird that rarely appears in the open for very long and by Bush Warbler standards we enjoyed some very good 

views.  

 

The view was pretty clear at Little World's End despite our late arrival there and we were duly impressed by the 

steep escarpment dropping away to the southern plains far below. The lake at Uda Walawe was clearly visible, a 

place we would be visiting later in the tour. We decided to pause here rather than continue to the higher 

viewpoint and soon found plenty to occupy our binoculars as a roving feeding flock in the nearby forest included 

a number of Yellow-eared Bulbuls. The passage of a bee swarm overhead caused a few moments of alarm but 

fortunately the insects were not interested in stopping. Our party divided here as the keener hikers took 

advantage of the opportunity to stride out on the longer circular route taking in Baker’s Falls whilst the 

remainder of the group followed the main track back to the HQ. The return walk provided more views of 

Zitting Cisticolas, Pied Bushchats etc. and we found a Black-lipped Calotes lizard, one of the hill country 

endemics. Three in total were found during the walk with one clinging to a shrub very close to the ticket office. 
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The group arrived back at our hotel for a staggered lunch at different times as the Baker’s Fall hikers were 

somewhat later returning from their trek. Later we climbed aboard the coach to drive the seven kilometres to 

Hakgala Botanical Gardens. Established in 1861, the beautiful gardens lie under the shadow of a massive 

forested rock and there is much interchange of birdlife between the manicured gardens and the virgin forest. Not 

surprisingly the gardens were also busy with human visitors but arriving later in the afternoon gave us an hour or 

so to look for some of the avian inhabitants. A quiet corner not far from the entrance proved particularly 

rewarding with a succession of good sightings including Grey-headed Canary Flycatcher, Kashmir Flycatcher, 

Bar-winged Flycatcher-Shrike, Yellow-eared Bulbuls, Black Bulbuls and Sri Lanka Hill White eyes. A troupe of 

Bear Monkeys also peered down at us from the tree canopy. While the group set off on a more sensible tour of 

the gardens I set off on a nostalgic ramble along the boundary between the hill forest and gardens which resulted 

in becoming totally disorientated and as a consequence arriving late back to the coach. I did however bump into 

a noisy pair of Sri Lankan Blue Magpies which came as a welcome surprise as I thought these iconic birds no 

longer occurred at Hakgala… 

Day 9 Monday 17th February 

All too soon it was time to leave the hill country but before departing from the hotel we had excellent views of a 

Greater Coucal perched in the sunshine on a telephone wire below our dining room window. Asela steered us 

around countless winding hairpins on the long descent to the plains with the road affording many splendid 

viewing points over the mist-shrouded peaks of the hills. After an hour or so we made a customary diversion to 

the former Surrey Tea Estate at Welimada now re-invented as a nature reserve, which gave an opportunity for a 

leg-stretch and a chance to enjoy some excellent birding. The old Manager's house is surrounded by tall trees and 

on payment of a small fee birdwatchers are permitted to wander around the grounds where many species can be 

found. The best known inhabitants of the estate are several Brown Wood Owls which many European birders 

have seen at their daytime roost in the garden.  

 

Susantha and Pradeep set off into the grounds to try and locate the owls while the rest of the group lingered 

around the entrance finding a great deal to keep us entertained. Birds were popping up with great regularity, a 

diverse mixture which included; Hanging Parrots, Brown-headed, Coppersmith and Yellow-fronted Barbets, 

stunningly beautiful Scarlet Minivets, Oriental White-eyes, Dull Blue, Tickell’s Blue and Paradise Flycatchers, 

Scimitar Babblers, Ashy Prinias, sunbirds, Black-hooded Orioles, Great Tit, White-bellied Drongos and White-

rumped Munias. With so much to look at we were not too concerned at Susanthas lengthy absence but it began 

to seem a bit ominous and as an hour passed we resigned ourselves to failure with the owls. We underestimated 

the determination of our leader however; for Pradeep finally arrived back with news that one owl had been 

located and was in telescope view. We rushed around to the spot and filed down a steep slope to very carefully 

join Susantha at the viewing place. Fortunately the owl was not disposed to disturb his or her rest and we were 

all able to admire its intricate barred plumage and large dark eyes, even Nalin joined the queue for a look! Brown 

Wood Owls are among the most attractive of forest owls and we were grateful for the dynamic duos 

perseverance in tracking down this deeply concealed roost. 

 

One hour after leaving the Surrey Estate, following a winding drive punctuated by views of gorgeous Chestnut-

headed Bee-eaters on the roadside wires, we arrived at the Ella Rest House for lunch. Perched at the head of a 

deep valley looking down to the plains below, the rest house has recently been renovated and now boasts smart 

new solar-heated rooms.  
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After admiring the views we sat down to a very respectable lunch in the restaurant which combined with the 

drowsy heat of the afternoon induced a degree of somnolence for much of the long drive south! After a brief 

stop to photograph a roadside waterfall we continued the twisting descent to the lowlands eventually reaching 

Wellawaya and continuing southwards towards the coast entering an increasingly arid landscape dotted with palm 

trees. In the heat of the afternoon we did not make any prolonged birding stops but roadside sightings included a 

flock of c20 Malabar Pied Hornbills, Green Imperial Pigeon and Blue-tailed Bee-eaters. At length we arrived at 

the ancient religious centre of Tissamaharama and checked-in at our base for one night, a former Rest House 

now upgraded into a comfortable modern hotel and re-named the Safari Hotel. Little Terns were fishing the 

waters of the huge tank at the bottom of the hotel garden and a small island offshore was crowded with egrets 

and cormorants. After a few days absence we were back among the waterbirds and waders! 

Day 10 Tuesday 18th February 

We departed in half-light at 6am and drove to the Park Entrance of Bundala Reserve where we transferred into 

three rather grand jeeps for an excursion into the extensive scrub-jungle and wetlands which comprise this 

excellent reserve. With the group thus divided not everyone saw every species recorded but each vehicle 

encountered a representative selection of Bundala’s prolific birdlife. As an enthusiast for the Sri Lankan dessert 

curd and ‘treacle’ I was pleased to see roadside stalls selling large quantities of earthenware pots containing curd. 

It is generally recognized that this coastal fringe of the island produces the very best quality of curd but 

throughout the tour I was happy to taste the regional variations at each of the tour hotels!  

 

In the dry, scrubby areas Red-vented Bulbuls and Spotted Doves were two of the commonest residents but this 

habitat also favoured Indian Robins, Green and Blue-tailed Bee-eaters as well as several troupes of Grey 

Langurs. A Barred Buttonquail was seen by the occupants of one vehicle and we all saw our first Yellow-wattled 

Lapwings standing near a morose looking Eurasian Thick-knee (or Stone Curlew in most people’s language!). 

Ashy-crowned Sparrow Larks frequented open ground near the road sharing this habitat with Paddyfield Pipits, a 

few Yellow Wagtails of Asian races, and singing, but largely unseen Oriental Skylarks. Muddy pools that we 

scanned were crammed with interesting waterbirds as well as a few Mugger Crocodiles looking deceptively 

immobile out of the water. Masses of egrets of all 4 species competed for prey with Grey and Purple Herons, 

Spoonbills, Painted Storks, Openbills and Black-headed Ibis. A lone Glossy Ibis was a surprise on one pool and 

we were very pleased to see an immature Black-necked Stork even dwarfing the Painted Storks as it strode 

around in the shallows making seemingly unsuccessful lunges for fish. These storks are now extremely rare in 

Asia and in Sri Lanka are only usually found at Yala or Bundala so it was a real bonus to come upon this 

individual. Waders included Redshank, Black-tailed Godwits, Black-winged Stilts, lone Curlew and Ringed 

Plover, Marsh Sandpipers and Greenshank but many more awaited us later on the salt-pans.  

 

Entering the famous salt works we drove along the narrow raised causeways which bisect the workings passing 

some sections full of pink water and others near empty depending upon the progress of the salt extraction. 

Telescopes were invaluable here, and not all the more distant flocks of waders were easy to identify or indeed did 

we always agree about some of the nearer birds! Terns were plentiful, not just the inevitable Whiskered but 

scores of massive Caspians along with smaller numbers of Little, Gull-billed, Crested and Lesser Crested. Later, 

when we stopped to eat our packed breakfast, there was a gathering of terns to telescope and to note the 

differences between species particularly the two ‘crested’ types.  
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A Common Tern was seen here and Brown-headed Gull, the latter surprisingly scarce on this visit. It is also 

possible that Saunders and White-winged Black may have been present among the throng of sitting birds but if 

so we failed to detect them. Egrets, herons and Spot-billed Pelicans were also present on the salt pans and at 

least four Pied Kingfishers squabbled over favourite perches in the water. A Striated Heron was watched 

creeping around at the water’s edge and several Greater Thick-knees towered over their smaller brethren looking 

somewhat surreal with their large goggle-eyes. At the opposite end of the elegance scale, at least ten Small 

Pratincoles treated us to some close views, lovely delicate little birds which always represent one of the highlights 

of a Bundala visit. Uncontroversial waders feeding on the pans included Black-tailed Godwit, Turnstone, Little 

Stints, Curlew Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper, Kentish Plover, Lesser Sand Plover, Grey Plover, Pacific Golden 

Plover, Marsh Sandpiper, Redshank and Greenshank, but at Bundala there is always a feeling that given a few 

more hours, and less intense light conditions, it would be possible to locate one or two more unexpected species. 

We were however pleased with the results of our morning visit and the evening bird log would certainly fill in 

some spaces near the front of the list. Once again Brahminy Kites were ever present gliding over the pans in 

search of opportunist meals but other raptors were also noted with several Grey-headed Fishing Eagles, two or 

three White-bellied Sea Eagles and an Oriental Honey Buzzard watched earlier in the bushy area. 

 

We returned via a brief stop at the reedy shoreline of Bundala Lagoon. Here dozens of unseen Clamorous Reed 

Warblers could be heard grating away from the large tracts of reed where Darters and Indian Cormorants 

crowded into waterside trees. In the shallower margins, Pheasant-tailed Jacanas and Purple Swamphens fed out 

in the aquatic vegetation. About twenty Little Grebes in a compact flock was an unusual find here and a Yellow 

Bittern put in an appearance. A probable White-winged Black Tern was loitering offshore but would not come 

any closer.  

 

Back at Tissamaharama we checked-out from our rooms and enjoyed a tasty buffet lunch before setting out for 

Yala and a two night stay at the Cinnamon Wild Hotel close to the National Park. Before leaving the Tissa area 

however, we walked along the raised embankment surrounding Deberawewa Tank, which I consider to be one 

of the best expanses of fresh water in the Tissamaharama District. It certainly did not disappoint and from the 

moment we first raised our binoculars, the species came thick and fast. A Black Bittern flapped up from a small 

swampy area adjacent to the parked coach and dropped out of sight only to fly up again a short while later. 

Yellow Bitterns performed in a similar manner and several Watercocks obliged by strolling around in open view. 

Moving along the embankment we encountered scores of Jacanas, Purple Swamphens, Pond Herons and White-

breasted Waterhens which are all very numerous here and display little fear being well used to the traffic of 

villagers along the bund. Purple Herons were sat around on bushes and masses of egrets of all four species 

waded in the shallows along with Black-headed Ibis, Painted & Openbill Storks. More birds appeared in quick 

succession; Oriental Darter, Whistling Duck and Spot-billed Pelican among the waterbirds and Black-hooded 

Orioles, Small Minivets, Brown Shrike, Sri Lanka Woodshrike, Oriental White-eye, Ioras, Black-headed and 

White-backed Munias in the bushes. Hundreds of Barn Swallows gathered on telephone wires over the rice 

paddies reminded us of autumn in Britain but some of their companions were rather more tropical in the form 

of Little Green and Blue-tailed Bee-Eaters, the latter presenting even closer views in one corner of the tank 

where a number were sitting on a wire crossing the water. We continued our progress along the perimeter track 

as a steady flow of motor-bikes, rickshaws and bicycles passed by in both directions. A fishing Yellow Bittern 

and at least one more Black Bittern reinforced the reputation of Deberawewa as a prime locality for these two 

herons.  
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Asela was waiting for us at the end of the walk and we then drove along the side of the much larger 

Tissamaharama Tank, pausing to admire Flying Foxes hanging from waterside trees, before beginning the drive 

towards Yala. As on previous days, the very hot afternoon was not conducive to birding but we did pause for a 

few roadside birds namely a flock of Garganey on the coastal lagoon and a small party of Brahminy Starlings 

which unfortunately quickly flew off.  

 

As we neared the beautifully situated Cinnamon Wild Hotel complex, several Pintail Snipe were observed beside 

the entrance road together with two Pacific Golden Plover. A number of crocodiles were hauled out on islands 

in the hotel lake which also added Great Cormorant to our list with a single immature perched atop a rock.  The 

hotel comprises individual chalets set amid bushy gardens and connected by broad pathways to the central 

reception and restaurant area where a swimming pool invited the guests for a cooling dip after an afternoon 

safari. The hotel is located amid a sea of bushes and trees contiguous to Yala National Park and just a few 

hundred metres from the Indian Ocean which could be seen from the relaxing vantage point of a second storey 

bar above the restaurant. It was no surprise that during the welcoming reception we were warned to be careful at 

night as various wild animals, including Elephants, were likely to be met wandering around the grounds! As a 

precaution, teams of ‘torch-boys’ awaited departing diners to escort them back to their rooms! 

 

The evening log call revealed some of the disparities resulting from being in three jeeps and last minute additions 

in the grounds of Cinnamon Wild included Orange-breasted Green Pigeon, Green Imperial Pigeon and Wild 

Boar, several of which were trundling around the grounds of the hotel creating interesting noises in the early 

hours. The muddy edges of the lake were also attractive to the pigs and waders feeding there included Marsh 

Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper and Little Ringed Plover. 

Day 11 Wednesday 19th February 

I opted to spend today relaxing at the hotel but I am very grateful to Julian Green for the following account of 

the group experiences in Yala: 

 

Yala is one of the most outstanding nature reserves in Sri Lanka, a combination of open savannah, coastal 

lagoons, freshwater pools and forest, which supports an impressive variety of birds and mammals. After 

collecting the mandatory reserve escort, we set off into the park at just after 7a.m. passing the first of many 

displaying Peacocks near the entrance gates. Despite the constraints of the jeeps, we gradually saw a typical mix 

of birds and mammals as we followed the network of park tracks. But, once again, with three vehicles, not all the 

occupants saw all the species. 

 

The overall impression inside Yala is of an abundance of birds, particularly in the wetland areas where the usual 

masses of egrets and waders are augmented by some of the local Painted Storks, Spot-billed Pelicans, Black-

headed Ibis and Spoonbills, while we also saw a distant Lesser Adjutant. Turning our attention to the drier bushy 

areas we found plenty to watch with Sri Lanka Junglefowl strutting along the dirt tracks, Orange-breasted Green 

Pigeons, Rufous-winged Bushlarks, Brown Shrikes and Hoopoes. Both Blue-tailed and Little Green Bee-eaters 

were common and often perched on branches only metres from the passing vehicles, tempting the 

photographers to expend yet more film as did the less numerous but equally extrovert Chestnut-headed!  
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Several Malabar Pied Hornbills showed well in the trees, while other highlights of the morning session included 

Changeable Hawk-Eagles, Crested Serpent Eagles, Crested Tree-Swifts, Pintail Snipe, Yellow-wattled Lapwing, 

Pied Cuckoo and Brown Fish Owl. Halfway around the reserve, the jeeps stopped by the beach for us to stretch 

our legs, and for us to eat our packed breakfasts, although many of the spare sandwiches ended up in the bellies 

of the opportunistic House and Large-billed Crows! 

 

Despite our ornithological priorities we did see several of Yala’s mammalian residents including a few Indian 

Elephants, herds of Spotted Deer, Wild Boar, Water Buffaloes, Golden Jackals and Ruddy Mongooses. 

Crocodiles maintained a sinister presence on some of the pools and Land Monitors were regularly encountered. 

One such individual evidently strayed near a nesting pair of Great Thick-knees. Despite their size disadvantage, 

they spread their wings and tail feathers for maximum effect, and valiantly saw off the predator. Near the park 

gates, we were caught in a traffic jam of jeeps. Finally, manoeuvring into position we discovered the holdup was 

thanks to a very distant Leopard perched in a tree, with the presence of a second individual only betrayed by a 

dangling tail. Unfortunately, one jeep missed the big cats before they jumped down and loped off into the 

bushes. Thankfully, though, we all caught up with another individual later in the morning. 

 

In the afternoon, some of the group took another safari inside the national park, seeing further sightings of 

Leopard. Meanwhile, the rest visited saltpans on the edge of the park. The high salinity levels meant the pans 

were largely bird-free. However, the surrounding scrubland afforded views of Tawny-bellied Babblers, a pair of 

Barred Buttonquail and a Lesser Whitethroat. The entrance road to the hotel included a small pond where the 

common Red-vented Bulbuls and Yellow-billed Babblers came to drink and wash, along with a White-browed 

Fantail and a Brahminy Starling. A Star Tortoise was found just yards from the hotel entrance gate, while, nearby, 

a family group of Wild Boar, including four piglets, crossed the road. 

Day 12 Thursday 20th February 

With a distinct air of reluctance, we took our leave of this idyllic spot and were soon once again on the road to 

Tissamaharama, although before departing at a relatively leisurely 0830 we had time to enjoy the plentiful birdlife 

of the hotel grounds. Green Imperial and Orange-breasted Pigeons, Small Minivets and Ioras were among the 

inhabitants of the gardens and an Indian Pitta, which each morning announced the new day promptly at 6am, 

showed itself to Julian and Frances beside their chalet. The lake, which the previous afternoon had been fished 

by Striated Heron, Night Heron, Caspian and Little Terns, was today playing host to a selection of waders 

including Pintail Snipe, Little Ringed Plover, Black-winged Stilt and Marsh Sandpiper.  

 

Travelling back along the road to Tissa we made a couple of sudden stops, first to look at a puzzling immature 

Shikra beside the road then to add Rose-coloured Starling to the trip list. This eruptive species can be very 

numerous during invasion years but this immature bird was to be our only sighting. 

 

The plan today was to first briefly re-visit Bundala Reserve and attempt to obtain views of Clamorous Reed 

Warbler at the edge of the vast reedbeds. Despite the single focus of the visit, the pools and marshes 

surrounding the reeds produced some exciting morning birdwatching and a cast list which included Spot-billed 

Pelican, Purple Herons, Yellow Bittern, Painted Storks, Purple Swamphens, Watercock, Common & Marsh 

Sandpipers, Black-hooded Oriole, Bee-eaters and Black-headed Munias.  

 



Sri Lanka - Wildlife & History  Tour Report 

 

 

16  © Naturetrek     March 14 
 

A number of Clamorous Reed Warblers were rasping out their songs from the acres of reeds but fortunately we 

did not have to wait long before one bird responded nicely to Susantha’s tape and presented reasonable views at 

the edge of the vegetation. Mission accomplished we boarded the coach to continue a long drive to Embilipitiya 

but before reaching the main road Frances shouted out from the rear of the coach that she had seen a crake or 

rail in a small ditch beside the road. We quickly stopped and to our collective amazement a Slaty-breasted Rail 

emerged from the reeds bordering the ditch and began probing the mud. This is a very difficult bird to see in Sri 

Lanka and we were thrilled to watch it at such close range but the scene became almost surreal when the rail was 

joined by a Ruddy-breasted Crake, an equally difficult species to find. Both birds seemed quite at home in this 

unlikely little patch of habitat and as we departed the Rail had moved into the middle of the stream behaving 

rather like a Water Rail as it dipped its long bill under the water. This remarkable stroke of luck rounded off a 

very successful diversion and we were all extremely glad that Frances had been so vigilant at her window seat! 

 

For the remainder of the morning we settled back and let Asela display his talents as we drove across the 

lowlands towards Embilipitiya with the massif of the Central Hill Country looming in the distance. I was amazed 

at the developments around Hambantota which had been a small fishing village before being largely destroyed by 

the tsunami. A huge container port is now situated here and the newly constructed network of roads feeding the 

port has made the area unrecognizable. For part of our journey we took advantage of a wide new highway 

admirably free of traffic. We arrived at the sprawling Centauria Hotel complex soon after midday and after 

sorting out our rooms quickly added a new bird to the holiday list as we gathered in the car park to admire two 

Collared Scops Owls tucked away in their daytime roost amid tangled vegetation at the top of a small tree, the 

location enthusiastically pointed out to us by some of the drivers cleaning their buses below the tree. 

 

Following a somewhat lengthy serving of lunch, we set off on foot to visit a nearby stretch of shoreline on the 

vast Chandrika Lake which provides an attractive background for the hotel. Despite a good deal of flood 

protection work and a steady traffic of locals, this little bay was as productive as my last visit six years earlier and 

as on that occasion the most unusual find was a smart White Wagtail, described as a scarce winter visitor to Sri 

Lanka but seemingly regular at this particular corner of the lake. Waste land between the lake and village was 

intersected by a small stream and in this relatively undisturbed area we found at least five Eurasian Thick-knees, 

Red-wattled and Yellow-wattled Lapwings, Yellow Wagtails and Common Sandpiper. Despite increasing 

disturbance on the shore of the lake we still managed to see Purple Heron, Little Stint and Lesser Sand Plover 

along with the usual Whiskered Terns.  The short walk from hotel to lake passes beside a number of village 

gardens and in these we saw Koel, Green Imperial Pigeon, Brown-headed and Coppersmith Barbets, Indian 

Robins, Paradise Flycatcher, Oriental White-eye, Purple-rumped Sunbird, Green, Blue-tailed and Chestnut-

headed Bee-eaters plus a tiny Calotes lizard. 

 

We were joined at the evening buffet by players from the Afghanistan national cricket team who were apparently 

using the Centauria as a base whilst practicing locally. Tall, fit-looking men dressed in blue they displayed an 

admirable talent for eating and created rather more noise than a demure Naturetrek group. They also embraced 

the current practice among professional sportsmen for designer stubble which adorned most of their faces. I 

wonder what grizzled old Khyber warriors would make of such fashions! 
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Day 13 Friday 21st February 

We departed at 7am to spend the morning in Uda Walawe Reserve, a magnificent tract of lowland forest, 

savannah and wetlands famed for a large population of elephants. Earlier in his career, Susantha had worked for 

several years in the reserve which made us feel we had a distinct advantage over other visitors as we entered the 

park aboard a trio of rather plush jeeps with elevated seating for passengers. Following tracks through an open 

grassland area we met with the first few elephants and a variety of open country birds including many Red-

vented Bulbuls and Spotted Doves, Changeable Hawk Eagles, Crested Serpent Eagles, Black-winged Kites, 

Indian Robins and Green Bee-eaters. A ghostly male Pallid Harrier was a treat for the occupants of one jeep 

whilst Peacocks strutted around for all to admire. Stopping at one muddy pool we found a number of Painted 

Storks sharing the shallows with egrets, Black-headed Ibis, Openbills, Spoonbills and a lovely Golden Jackal 

which took a few cautious sips of water before retreating at the approach of a large Elephant emerging from the 

scrub. Yellow Wagtails, Paddyfield Pipits and bee-eaters vied for attention and nearby we saw another Grey-

bellied Cuckoo. Moving on from this idyllic spot we enjoyed many more wildlife encounters before finally 

arriving at the large rocky outcrop which serves as a picnic spot for many park visitors. An Elephant heading our 

way along the edge of the vast reservoir overlooked by the rock caused a little concern for the crew but was not 

interested in our food, unlike the flock of Large-billed Crows which quickly gathered to snatch the discarded 

Chicken Sausages!  Mid-morning thermals encouraged various birds to spiral overhead including White-bellied 

Sea Eagles, a Lesser Adjutant and a Woolly-necked Stork. Rather more unexpected was an impressive Brown-

throated Needletail which suddenly appeared among a number of hirundines and swifts only to depart as quickly 

as it arrived. 

 

A gradual return to the Park HQ took us initially along the shores of the reservoir where waders included 

Greenshank, Marsh Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper and Lesser Sand Plover. Many more egrets and waterbirds were 

also present but the most memorable encounter was with a little group of eight Elephants bathing in the lake. 

Two had tusks, which is unusual in Sri Lankan elephants and one of the group was a small infant just a few 

months old. It was a charming sight as these great beasts wallowed around in the water, often completely 

submerging and clearly enjoying every moment. Later they came ashore and began dusting themselves, the 

youngster even rolling around on the ground to add to the fun. It was a very natural scene and the animals were 

obviously at ease with our vehicles although initially the sound of the engines made them form a protective wall 

around the baby. 

 

A miscellany of other bird species were seen during the morning including Kestrel, Jungle and Ashy Prinias, 

Hoopoe, Yellow-crowned Woodpecker, Indian Pitta, Jerdon’s Bushlark, Blyth’s Pipit, White-bellied Drongo and 

Blyth’s Reed Warbler. One particular highlight was a Crested Treeswift perched on a branch rather than more 

typically wheeling about in the sky. Non-ornithological sightings included Land Monitors, Spotted Deer, Buffalo, 

Black-naped Hare and Mugger Crocodile. As we headed back to Embilipitiya across the reservoir dam, a single 

Elephant was still standing beside the road on the other side of an electric fence which surrounds the reserve to 

keep elephants away from surrounding farmland where their reception would be less than kindly. This beast was 

waiting patiently when we first arrived in the morning and no doubt receives quite a few handouts during the day 

as visitors stop to take photographs and offer unsuitable snacks. Back at the hotel we were intrigued at the 

appearance of ‘Scup Denmark’ on the dessert menu but it proved to be fruit salad and ice-cream rather than any 

more exotic concoction. It is not recorded whether the Afghan cricketers partook! 
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Collared Scops Owls ticked off for the day, we took our leave of the Centauria and began a long, very 

picturesque drive to Sinharaja. Asela soon turned off the main road and we followed a series of very minor roads 

taking us deep into stunningly scenic hill country where tea estates once again began to appear at the roadside. 

Whilst passing through one small village it was amusing to glimpse a Pond Heron standing in a damp drain, 

evidence that these hardy little herons can manage to survive in the most unlikely of habitats. Brief views of Sri 

Lankan Hill Mynas added another endemic to the holiday list and a little further along the road more were seen 

in flight when we stopped to look at three Purple-faced Leaf Monkeys. About ten Sri Lanka Swallows were also 

collected on the telephone wires at this remote spot. 

 

After a long demanding drive, we finally reached the small settlement at Sinharaja and turned off onto an even 

bumpier track to reach the Blue Magpie Lodge. As we spilled off the coach we were welcomed by the friendly 

hotel staff who soon carried our bags to the rooms. It was a relief to be back in this isolated hotel at the very 

edge of the legendary forest and even though it lacks the luxury of Yala the unique location more than 

compensates for any deficiencies. Although light was fading we had time to identify a dozen or so Black-throated 

Munias feeding in the paddy fields below the restaurant, the first new species for our visit to Sinharaja but 

certainly not the last! 

Day 14 Saturday 22nd February 

First light at the Blue Magpie was greeted by the familiar song of Magpie Robins but more Wet Zone birds soon 

appeared as Hanging Parrots visited the tree outside our chalets and Layard’s Parakeets screeched overhead. We 

climbed into waiting jeeps and after registering at the new ticket office then it was a case of hanging on for grim 

life as the drivers crunched gears and struggled to negotiate the shattered boulders which characterise the final 

uphill kilometres from the HQ to the start of the forest trail. The steeply ascending track more resembles the bed 

of a rocky stream than a road! We eventually climbed out at the start of the forest trail and gathered together our 

possessions for the walk. En route we had made a brief diversion to try for Spurfowl at known site not far from 

the ticket office but regular Naturetrek tour leader Dammithra had already been there with another group and 

the birds were not inclined to respond to Susantha’s tapes. We did however see a tiny Legge’s Flowerpecker at 

this site thus starting the day with an endemic even if it wasn’t the Spurfowl! The walk from the entrance barrier 

to Research Station introduced the first leeches of the morning much to the consternation of the group. 

Enlivened by recent rains, leeches were plentiful today, although it must be stressed that these are small, thread-

like creatures not the cinematic giants everyone remembers from the ‘African Queen’.  

 

A Black Eagle soaring over the valley was an early sighting followed by Black and Yellow-browed Bulbuls in 

noisy flocks, an unobtrusive Brown-breasted Flycatcher and Emerald Doves dashing through the trees. An 

extremely confiding female Junglefowl wandered down the track passing within metres of me before sauntering 

into the forest. This seemed pretty impressive but was to be surpassed by an even tamer hen later in the day! 

Another highlight of the initial walk was a Sri Lanka Woodpigeon clambering about the canopy after fruits, the 

first perched views we had obtained of this plump forest pigeon. As we drew nearer to the Research Station 

there was rather more activity in the forest and a garrulous flock of Orange-billed Babblers crossed over the 

track in company with Paradise Flycatchers, a Black-naped Monarch and Yellow-browed Bulbuls. On reaching 

the buildings of the Research Station the group fragmented somewhat but briefly met again to photograph a 

Kangaroo Lizard beside the path.  
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During this period Ashy-headed Laughing Thrushes were seen by some and others met with Malabar Trogon 

and White-headed Starling. I began to feel peckish (sorry about the pun) as noon approached and found a seat in 

a dilapidated lean-to where I could eat my packed lunch. As I investigated the cheese sandwiches I was suddenly 

aware of a movement at my feet and looking down saw a female Junglefowl peering up at me in expectation. 

This bold individual was clearly well used to human picnickers and showed no fear at all, even perching on my 

knee to receive a piece of sandwich. It was one of my most treasured memories of the tour - to be trusted by a 

normally shy wild bird which had every reason to be wary of people in view of our fondness for eating her kin! 

Later the group arrived to eat their lunches and the hen showed her cunning by snatching an entire sandwich 

from Julian while he was unprepared for an avian attack. Shades of the gulls in West Cornwall! It doubtless 

contravened Sinharaja regulations to feed the Junglefowl but I greatly enjoyed the encounter and when we saw 

the female accompanied by a small chick we realized why she was so anxious to get a free meal. 

 

Following the lunch rest we were summoned to the area behind the Research Station where a large clearing is 

overlooked by the forest edge. This is an ideal place to observe bird movements through the trees and there 

followed a very lively 30 minutes during which Orange-billed Babblers, White-headed Starlings, Black-capped 

Bulbuls, Bar-winged Flycatcher Shrikes, Scarlet Minivets and Scimitar Babblers all put in appearances. Several 

Malabar Trogons posed in the canopy but a much-prized Red-faced Malkoha was typically elusive giving decent 

views to some but eluding others. A flock of Brown-throated Needletails drifted over the forest much to the 

relief of Anthony who had missed the Uda Walawe bird. 

 

Distant rumbles of thunder heralded the approach of afternoon rain, a daily phenomenon at Sinharaja. As we 

began the walk back to the entrance barrier we were fortunate to meet another bird-wave and this time were 

treated to excellent views of Red-faced Malkoha, surely the most iconic bird of the forest. More Malabar 

Trogons appeared and several Sri Lanka Blue Magpies completing a rather exotic trio by any standards! A 

Layard’s Ground Squirrel scampered across the track adding mammal content to the walk. As anticipated, the 

downpour began in earnest just before we reached the barrier rendering the slithering downhill trip in the jeeps 

unpleasant as well as uncomfortable. We all made it back however and were soon enjoying afternoon tea at the 

Blue Magpie while Black-throated, White-backed and Scaly-bellied Munias fed in the paddyfield. 

 

The rain had stopped by late afternoon and despite hearing thunder in the distance we joined Susantha to look 

for a Chestnut-backed Owlet not too far from the hotel. Sadly the owl was not at home but we did have close-

ups of White-bellied Drongos beside the road and many Lesser Hill Mynas were audible in the trees across the 

valley. We also somewhat bizarrely added Indian Cormorant to the day list when two flew over the valley. 

Sinharaja always provides outstanding natural history experiences and our memory of the visit would not just be 

of the birds but also include delicate Tree-nymph butterflies floating overhead like pieces of torn paper, the 

electric blue of a Blue Mormon passing across a shaft of sunlight and the beautiful Bamboo Orchids growing 

beside the path. A harmless Green Vine Snake beside the path also became a subject for photography as did a 

shiny Giant Millipede. 

Day 15 Sunday 23rd February 

Our last morning together began with an unsuccessful excursion to look for Green-billed Coucal at a regular site 

followed by another failed attempt to find the Spurfowl.  
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It seemed our luck had run out but plenty of other species appeared to mark our farewell from Sinharaja 

including Black, Yellow-browed and Black-capped Bulbuls, Grey-bellied Cuckoo, Yellow-fronted Barbet, Brown 

Shrike and Scarlet Minivet. Before departing from the Blue Magpie everyone did have one final endemic 

moment as a Spot-winged Thrush poured out his lovely song from a perch opposite the hotel entrance gate. 

 

Mid-morning the tour members leaving for Colombo (and London) climbed aboard the coach and those of us 

remaining in Sri Lanka for a few more days watched our friends set off on their homeward journey. Once again I 

am grateful to Julian Green for the following summary of the last two days; 

 

We didn’t exactly stop on our return to Colombo. However, a walk around the hotel grounds first thing the next 

morning afforded views of Water Monitor, Asian Koel, White-winged Tern, Striated Heron and Yellow Bittern. 

 

For the six of us staying behind, the rest of the morning was spent around the Blue Magpie watching the 

movements to and from the garden trees. This was quite a rewarding exercise which produced views of Legge’s 

Flowerpecker, Hanging Parrot, Layard’s Parakeet, Yellow-nape Woodpecker, White-bellied Drongos, Green 

Warbler, Paradise and Brown-breasted Flycatchers. After lunch it was our turn to take our leave of this pleasant 

little hotel and undertake a circuitous five hour drive to the south coast. For most of the journey we travelled on 

a road that was being improved by a massive construction project involving mile after mile of roadworks and 

large quantities of Chinese-funded machinery. It was amusing to see the ever-present Cattle Egrets 

demonstrating their resourcefulness by gathering around the J.C.B’s as they cut into mounds of earth exposing 

various creatures for the birds to grab. Eventually we turned onto another new toll- motorway and headed south 

on a wide pristine road surface, again with little traffic to trouble our driver Bandara. This motorway extends 

from Galle in the south towards Colombo and will soon provide a dual carriageway link between the coast, a 

new airport and the capital. This was further evidence of the staggering rate of development since my last visit 

and we would later drive along the entire length of the current construction when we returned to Colombo. A 

heavy downpour in mid-afternoon reminded us that we were still in the Wet Zone but as we reached the ribbon 

of tourist hotels along the south coast it was once again hot and sunny. Few birds were seen during the drive but 

a roadside Changeable Hawk Eagle at a ‘relief’ stop was a fine sight. 

 

We entered a different world on the coast, a landscape of sandy beaches, palms and crashing waves populated by 

large numbers of sun-seeking holidaymakers from all over the world. The Paradise Beach Hotel at Mirissa was a 

pleasant enough base for our three day stay but the atmosphere was rather different to the other hotels we had 

stayed in during the preceding weeks. With a few hours of daylight remaining after our arrival we pottered about 

in the vicinity of the hotel feeling somewhat over-dressed compared to our fellow guests! 

Day 16 Monday 24th February 

Whale-watching excursions each morning from picturesque Mirissa Harbour took place in rather choppy 

conditions which resulted in a lot of sea spray during the outings. Apart from a few Crested Terns, and the 

ubiquitous Whiskered Terns, we saw few birds at sea but on the first day encountered four or five Blue Whales 

and a lone Humpback Whale on the second occasion. The Blue Whales were some 15 kilometres offshore at the 

edge of the busy shipping lane being used by a succession of large vessels. The Humpback was nearer to land but 

entailed sailing east from Mirissa almost reaching Galle.  
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Afternoon trips took us to historic Galle, an attractive former Portuguese port, and Keralakele Nature Reserve, a 

protected tract of marshes, ditches and grassland about an hour’s drive from Mirissa. Here the collection of 

waterbirds included Spot-billed Pelican, Purple Heron, Yellow and Black Bitterns, Watercock, over 100 Purple 

Swamphens, Painted Storks, Openbills and the inevitable egrets. A Glossy Ibis was a good find and a flock of 

Pintail added a late new species to the trip list. Other birds seen at this peaceful spot included a Stork-billed 

Kingfisher at very close range, Pied Kingfishers, 40+ Brahminy Kites, White-bellied Drongo, Blyth’s Reed 

Warbler, Pacific Golden Plover, Marsh Sandpiper, Little Stint and Little Ringed Plover. Several attractive Water 

Monitors were also found here. The visit to Galle was designed to take us around the old fortifications but we 

did note a flock of Crested Terns on an offshore rock and House Sparrows chirping from the buildings. 

Day 17/18 Tuesday 25th / Wednesday 26th February 

A last look around Mirissa found Pale-billed Flowerpeckers, White-bellied Drongos, Blue-tailed Bee-eaters and a 

dozen Indian Flying Foxes flapping across a cloudless sky before it was time for us to head north to Colombo. 

Near Galle we once again joined the new motorway and cruised north pausing only for a brief stop at a glittering 

new service area which proved to be the most deserted I have ever visited, although the various food outlets 

seemed to be offering a nice variety of meals. Several hours later we diverted to take a whistle-stop tour of 

Colombo then travelled on yet another new motorway to the airport, turning off to check-in at the Gateway 

Airport Garden Hotel. A Striated Heron on a garden pond was a nice welcome and as we left for the airport the 

following morning two Indian Rollers near the hotel gates made a suitably colourful finale to our tour! Thus 

ended a thoroughly enjoyable tour… 

 

Susantha and Pradeep had been valued travelling companions as well as erudite guides and we had been 

transported safely by two excellent coach crews. I fell in love with Sri Lanka and its people when I first visited 

the island in 1975 and having visited during the darkest days of the Civil War it is gratifying to see the current 

level of prosperity and development. The islanders richly deserve to now enjoy the benefits of peace but as a 

devotee of Sri Lanka wildlife I hope that future developments will not be at the expense of the natural assets that 

make this such a unique and wonderful country. The ‘old’ Sri Lanka was still evident at many of the localities we 

visited and I hope this will still be the case in many years time! The above account is of course entirely subjective 

and I apologise to tour members if I have omitted anything that you feel should have been included. I hope that 

whatever the deficiencies in the text, it revives some happy memories of the tour. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Birds (The figure in parenthesis indicates the number of days recorded) 

BARRED BUTTONQUAIL (Turnix suscitator) Bundala & Yala 

(SRI LANKA SPURFOWL(Galloperdix bicalcarata)  almost seen Sinharaja!!!) 

SRI LANKA JUNGLEFOWL(Gallus lafayetii) (8) Heard or seen at various locations but particularly at Yala, 

Horton Plains & Sinharaja where some very confiding individuals. Female with chick Sinharaja 

INDIAN PEAFOWL(Pavo cristatus) (10)  Numerous in vicinity of Yala & Uda Walawe, a few elsewhere e.g. 

Anuradhapura 

LESSER WHISTLING DUCK(Dendrocygna javanica) (8) Present at a number of tanks in both north and south, 

mostly small numbers 

COTTON  PYGMY-GOOSE(Nettapus coromandelianus)  c,20 Kekiwewa Tank 

NORTHERN PINTAIL(Anas acuta) 70+ Keralakele Reserve (extension) 

GARGANEY(Anas querquedula) Small flocks Yala area 

PAINTED STORK(Mycteria leucocephala) (7) First seen Anuradhapura then present at a number of the larger 

tanks and reserves (especially Yala/Bundala) 

ASIAN OPENBILL(Anastomus oscitans) (14) Present in numbers on bigger wetlands but also individuals noted 

in roadside paddies.  

WOOLLY(WHITE)-NECKED STORK(Ciconia episcopus) (5) Pairs or singles seen at Anuradhapura, Sigiriya, 

Dambulla & Uda Walawe 

BLACK-NECKED STORK (Ephipplhynchus asiaticus)  Immature Bundala 

LESSER ADJUTANT (Leptoptilos javanicus) Singles at Yala and Uda Walawe 

BLACK-HEADED(WHITE)IBIS(Threskiornis melanocephalus) (10)  Widely scattered in small numbers 

GLOSSY IBIS (Plegadis falcinellus) Singles at Bundala and Keralakele Reserve 

EURASIAN SPOONBILL(Platalea leucordia) (6)   Small numbers on the northern tanks and the major reserves 

YELLOW BITTERN(Ixobrychus sinensis)(5)  Kekiwewa, Bundala, Deberawewa, Keralakele & Airport Garden 

BLACK BITTERN(I. flavicollis) (3) Kekiwewa, Deberawewa, Keralakele 

CINNAMON BITTERN (Lxobrychus cinnamomeus) Seen briefly at Deberawewa and Keralakele 

BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON(Nycticorax nycticorax) (6) Small numbers at several locations e.g 

Kandy Lake 

STRIATED HERON Butorides striata) (5) Singles at Bundala, Yala and Airport Garden 

INDIAN POND HERON(Ardeola grayii) (17)  Numerous and often on smallest of pools 

GREY HERON(Ardea cinerea) (8)  Widespread in small numbers 

PURPLE HERON(Ardea. purpurea) (9)  Locally numerous in marshy areas, widespread 

CATTLE EGRET(Bubulcus ibis) (18)  Widespread and very common; seen every day of tour 

GREAT EGRET(Egretta alba) (9)  Widespread, mostly small numbers but sometimes very numerous  

INTERMEDIATE EGRET(Mesophoyx intermedia) (11)  Present throughout in variable numbers-widespread 

LITTLE EGRET(Egretta garzetta) (15)  Frequently seen 

LITTLE GREBE(Tachybaptus ruficollis)  Single on Day 1 then flock of 20+ at Bundala 

SPOT-BILLED PELICAN(Pelecanus philippensis)  (9)  Still fairly widespread in small numbers on larger tanks 

and coastal lagoons. Flocks of over 40 at Tirappane and Bundala 

LITTLE CORMORANT(Phalacrocorax niger) (17)  Widely distributed and common   

INDIAN CORMORANT(SHAG)(Phalacrocorax. fuscicollis) (10)  Always less common than Little Cormorant 

but widely distributed. 

GREAT CORMORANT(Phalacrocorax. carbo) A few at Yala and small colony Uda Walawe 

ORIENTAL DARTER(Anhinga melanogaster) (9)  Small numbers on larger tanks & National Parks 

COMMON KESTREL(Falco tinninculus)  Singles at Yala and Uda Walawe  

BLACK-WINGED KITE(Elanus caeruleus) (3)  Singles from coach in south but 3-4 Uda Walawe 

BRAHMINY KITE(Haliastur indus) (16)  Locally numerous around coasts, Anuradhapura area and many places 

in south.  

WHITE-BELLIED FISH-EAGLE(Haliaeetus leucogaster) (8) Mostly singles or pairs but 3 together Tirappane. 

Total 17-20 birds 

GREY-HEADED FISH-EAGLE(Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus) (4) Total of 6+ birds- Bundala, Tirappane, Uda 

Walawe 

PALLID HARRIER (Circus macrourus) Male Uda Walawe 

SHIKRA(Accipiter badius) (4)  A scatter of sightings involving some 4+birds 
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ORIENTAL HONEY-BUZZARD(Pernis ptilorhynchus) (4) Four individuals, near Anuradhapura, Dambulla, 

Bundala and Glen Loch Tea Estate  

CRESTED SERPENT EAGLE(Spilornis cheela) (8)  Widespread - although in small numbers- on two days 3+ 

counted 

BLACK EAGLE(Ictinaetus malayensis)   (2)  Hatane  and at Sinharaja 

BOOTED EAGLE (Hieraaetus fasciatus) Pale phase adult over Dambulla 

CHANGEA BLE HAWK-EAGLE(Spizaetus cirrhatus) (7) Seen beside roads & 15+ other birds at various 

locations but particularly Yala & Uda Walawe 

MOUNTAIN HAWK-EAGLE (Spizaetus nipalensis) Singles at Hatane and Sinharaja 

SLATY-BREASTED RAIL (Gallirallus striatus) One Bundala- a star find! 

WHITE-BREASTED WATERHEN(Amaurornis phoenicurus) (11)  Widespread and plentiful in pairs and 

singles 

RUDDY-BREASTED CRAKE (Porzana fusca) Another Bundala star! 

WATERCOCK (Gallicrex cinerea) (4) Kekiwawa, Bundala, Deberawewa & Keralakele 

PURPLE SWAMPHEN(Porphyrio porphyrio) (9) Numerous in suitable marshy habitats in north & south. Some 

large concentrations noted e.g 100+ Keralakele 

COMMON MOORHEN(Gallinula chloropus) (6)  Generally small numbers in marshy areas 

COOT (Fulica atra)  40+ Kekiwawa 

PHEASANT-TAILED JACANA(Hydrophasianus chirurgus) (7) Numerous on suitable tanks in north & south 

EURASIAN THICK-KNEE(Burhinus oedicnemus)  Bundala (1) and Chandrika Lake (5+) 

GREAT THICK-KNEE(STONE PLOVER)(Burhinus. recurvirostris) (3) 7+ birds in Bundala/Yala  area 

BLACK-WINGED STILT(Himantopus himantopus) (10)  Widespread in small numbers, locally numerous 

YELLOW-WATTLED LAPWING(Vanellus malabaricus) (4) Small numbers in arid south coastal areas also 

Chandrika Lake,  

RED-WATTLED LAPWING(Vanellus. indicus) (14)  Common away from hills  

 

PACIFIC GOLDEN PLOVER(Pluvialis fulva) (4)   Small numbers in south coast wader spots 

GREY PLOVER(Pluvialis. squatarola) 5-6 Bundala 

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER(Charadrius dubius)(4)  Half a dozen birds Yala/Bundala/Uda Walawe & 

Keralakele 

KENTISH PLOVER(Charadrius. alexandrinus) (2)   Small numbers Bundala/Yala areas   

LESSER SAND PLOVER(Charadrius mongolus) (5)   Bundala/Yala was main area 

PINTAILED SNIPE(Gallinago stenura)  A few Cinnamon Wild & Yala 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT(Limosa limosa)(4) Flocks at Bundala & Yala, one Kiralakele 

EURASIAN CURLEW (Numenius arquata) One Bundala 

COMMON REDSHANK(Tringa totanus) (5)  40-50+  south coast wader areas  
MARSH SANDPIPER(Tringa. stagnatilis) (7)  Locally numerous in south coast area, also Anuradhapura 

COMMON GREENSHANK(Tringa. nebularia) (7) A few in south coast wader areas but also Anuradhapura 

GREEN SANDPIPER(Tringa ochropus) (1) Single Anuradhapura 

WOOD SANDPIPER(Tringa. glareola) (6)  A few at wader locations in south, also 1-2 Anuradhapura and 

Kekiwawa 

COMMON SANDPIPER(Tringa. hypoleucos) (6)  Scatter of records including several around Nuwara Eliya 

RUDDY TURNSTONE(Arenaria interpres) (2)   Small numbers in south coast areas especially Bundala 

LITTLE STINT(Calidris minuta)(5)  Numerous on southern wetlands/coast also a few Anuradhapura 

CURLEW SANDPIPER(Calidris. ferruginea) (2) Distribution as Little Stint but in very small numbers 

SMALL PRATINCOLE(Glareola lactea) c.10 Bundala 

BROWN-HEADED GULL(Larus brunnicephalus) (1)  Only seen at Bundala- a very poor showing 

GULL-BILLED TERN(Sterna nilotica) (9)  Scattering of sightings from Kekirawa & Anuradhapura to south 

coast where largest number was at Bundala  

CASPIAN TERN(Sterna. caspia) (4)  Small numbers in south especially Yala & Bundala (80+) 

CRESTED(SWIFT)TERN(Sterna. bergii) (3)  A few Bundala and small numbers Galle/Mirissa 

LESSER CRESTED TERN (Sterna. bengalensis) (2)  A few Bundala and off Mirissa  
LITTLE TERN(Sterna. albifrons) (8)   Small numbers at coastal sites and larger tanks, scores Bundala & Yala 

but also seen Anuradhapura, Uda Walawe, Mirissa etc 

WHISKERED TERN(Chlidonias hybridus) (16) Widespread and locally very common 

WHITE-WINGED TERN(Chlidonias. leucopterus)(3)  Singles Bundala, Yala and Airport Garden 

(COMMON (ROCK) PIGEON Widespread and common)    

SRI LANKA WOODPIGEON(Columba torringtoni) (3) Horton Plains (flight only) and Sinharaja 



Sri Lanka - Wildlife & History Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     March 14 3 
 

SPOTTED DOVE(Streptopelia chinensis) (18) Common-seen every day of tour 

EMERALD DOVE(Chalcophaps indica) (4)  mostly singles (Sigiriya, Udawatakelle) some very close views 

Sinharaja 

ORANGE-BREASTED GREEN PIGEON(Treron bicincta) (5) Most in south coast region especially around 

Yala 

SRI LANKAGREEN PIGEON(Treron. pompadora) (7) Mostly in north but a few in south 

GREEN IMPERIAL PIGEON(Ducula aenea) (10) Small numbers in south especially Yala & Sinharaja but also 

seen on several days in the north & 20+ flew over Anuradhapura 

SRI LANKA HANGING PARROT(Loriculus beryllinus) (8) Plentiful in hill country and at Sinharaja also one 

surprisingly at Kiralakele 

ALEXANDRINE PARAKEET(Psittacula eupatria) (5) More often heard or seen in flight Sigiriya, Kandy etc. 

RING-NECKED(ROSE-RINGED)PARAKEET(Psittacula. kramerii) (12) Locally abundant but scarcer in 

hills 

PLUM-HEADED PARAKEET(Psittacula. cyanocephala)  Surprisingly only seen at Hatane 

LAYARD'S PARAKEET(Psittacula. calthropae) (3)  Udawattakele, Hatane & Sinharaja where quite numerous 

PIED CUCKOO(Oxylophus jacobinus) One Yala 

(COMMON HAWK-CUCKOO (Cuculus varius) One heard Blue Waters) 

INDIAN CUCKOO (Cuculus. micropterus) One Sigiriya Sanctuary- seen only briefly 

PLAINTIVE(GREY-BELLIED) CUCKOO(Cacomantis passerinus)(5) Mostly singles -best views Sigiriya, 

two rufous-phase birds seen, one at Mihintale and one Uda Walawe 

ASIAN KOEL(Eudynamys scolopacea) (8) A frequently heard but not so often seen bird of gardens & open 

countryside 

BLUE-FACED MALKOHA (Rhopodytes viridirostris) (4)   Sigiriya (3+) Bundala/Yala 

RED-FACED MALKOHA  (Phaenicophaeus pyrrhocephalus)  4-6 Sinharaja 

GREATER COUCAL(Centropus sinensis) (8) A widespread resident but more often heard than seen 

JERDON’S NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus collacalia) Male Sigiriya 

COLLARED SCOPS OWL(Otus bakkamoena)  Two roosting Centauria Hotel Embilipitiya 

BROWN FISH OWL(Ketupa zeylonensis)   Seen Anuradhapura and Yala 

BROWN WOOD OWL(Strix leptogrammica) One Surrey Estate 

INDIAN SWIFTLET(Collacalia unicolor)(3)   Hakgala, Embilipitiya & Sinharaja but may have been 

overlooked elsewhere 

BROWN-BACKED NEEDLETAIL (Hirundapus giganteus) One Uda Walawe and c10 Sinharaja 

ASIAN PALM SWIFT(Cypsiurus balasiensis) (12) Plentiful near palms 

LITTLE SWIFT(Apus affinis) (10)  Locally common 

CRESTED TREE-SWIFT(Hemiprocne coronata) (5) Mihintale, Uda Walawe, Yala- small numbers 

INDIAN ROLLER(Coracias benghalensis) (7) A few in north, rather more in south but most often seen as a 

roadside bird. 

GREEN BEE-EATER(Merops orientalis) (8) Fairly numerous away from hills, especially in south 

BLUE-TAILED BEE-EATER(Merops. philippinus) (12) The most widespread and numerous Bee-eater inc. 

hills 

CHESTNUT-HEADED BEE-EATER(Merops. leschenaulti) (7) First encountered in hills then roadside birds 

and small numbers in the southern coastal strip- a very beautiful bird 

STORK-BILLED KINGFISHER  (Halcyon capensis) (6)  Maybe 4-5 individuals first at Anuradhapura last 

Keralakele 

WHITE-THROATED KINGFISHER(Halcyon. smyrnensis) (15)  A common bird of the Sri Lankan 

countryside- almost seen every day 

ORIENTAL DWARF KINGFISHER Ceyx erithacus One gave perfect views Sigiriya 

COMMON KINGFISHER(Alcedo atthis) (9)  Generally widespread in small numbers 

PIED KINGFISHER(Ceryle rudis) (7) Counts of 4 or more at Bundala Salt Works and Keralakele 

MALABAR TROGON(Harpactes fasciatus)  Several Sinharaja,  

HOOPOE(Upupa epops) (2) Uda Walawe & Yala 

BROWN-HEADED BARBET(Megalaima zeylanica) (11)  A common resident 

SRI LANKA YELLOW-FRONTED BARBET(Megalaima flavifrons) (6) Common around Kandy and in hills 

CRIMSON-FRONTED BARBET(Megalaima. rubricapilla) (3) Small numbers Sigiriya-Kandy 

COPPERSMITH BARBET(Megalaima. haemacephala) (8) More often heard than seen 

SRI LANKA GREY HORNBILL(Ocyceros gingalensis) (5)  Mihintale, Sigiriya and Sinharaja 

MALABAR PIED-HORNBILL(Anthracoceros coronatus) (4) Flocks at Dambulla and by road to Tissa- also a 

few other sightings in south 
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BROWN-CAPPED PYGMY WOODPECKER(Dendrocopos nanus)  One Sigiriya 

YELLOW-CROWNED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopas mahrattensis) Uda Walawe 

LESSER YELLOWNAPE(Picus chlorolophus)  One Sinharaja, another at Blue Magpie 

BLACK-RUMPED FLAMEBACK(Dinopium benghalense) (6)  Widely distributed but only a few seen 

although often heard  

GREATER FLAMEBACK(Chrysocolaptes lucidus) Mihintale & Udawattakele 

WHITE-NAPED WOODPECKER(Chrysocolaptes. festivus)  One Anuradhapura 

INDIAN PITTA(Pitta brachyura) (6)  Total of 6-7 birds seen, others heard 

SRI LANKA WOODSHRIKE Tephrodornis pondicelanus) (5) Occasional small parties encountered 

LARGE CUCKOOSHRIKE Coracina macei   Two flight views, one Anuradhapura the other en route to 

Sigiriya 

BLACK-HEADED CUCKOOSHRIKE Coracina melanoptera  Mihintale & Sigiriya 

SMALL MINIVET(Pericrocotus cinnamomeus) (6)  Several small flocks in both north & south 

FLAME (SCARLET) MINIVET(Pericrocotus. flammeus) (4)  Often in pairs- not as many seen this tour as on 

previous visits 

BAR-WINGED FLYCATCHER-SHRIKE(Hemipus picatus) (3) Just a few seen with most Sinharaja (10+) 

BROWN SHRIKE(Lanius cristatus) (10) Widespread-(15+ birds)  lucionensis race seen Sigiriya 

COMMON IORA(Aegithina tiphia) (6)  Widespread in small numbers 

JERDON’S LEAFBIRD(Chloropsis cochinchinensis) (5) Small numbers at four localities 

GOLD-FRONTED LEAFBIRD (Chloropsis. aurifrons)   Sigiriya & Sinharaja 

BLACK-HOODED ORIOLE(Oriolus xanthornus) (14)  A common and beautiful resident 

SRI LANKA BLUE MAGPIE(Urocissa ornata)  Hakgala Gardens & several Sinharaja- very good views 

HOUSE CROW(Corvus splendens)(17)  Very common away from hills & especially on coast 

LARGE-BILLEDCROW(Corvus. macrorhynchos) (9)  Locally common especially in hills 

BARN SWALLOW(Hirundo rustica) (14)  Locally numerous especially over water 

HILL SWALLOW(Hirundo. dumicola) (2)   Hill Country (Glen Loch Tea Factory & Horton Plains ) 

SRI LANKA SWALLOW (Cecropis  hyperythra )(9) First seen Sigiriya then at several locations with max of 

10+ on 21
st
 en route to Sinharaja 

ASHY WOOD SWALLOW-SHRIKE(Artamus fuscus) Roadside bird on way to Sigiriya and two Bundala- 

becoming a scarce bird in Sri Lanka 

BLACK DRONGO(Dicrurus macrocercus) Two Anuradhapura  

WHITE-BELLIED DRONGO(Dicrurus caerulescens) (8) From Kandy southwards becoming numerous at 

Sinharaja and along south coast 

CRESTED DRONGO(Dicrurus paradiseus)    Sinharaja Forest 

FOREST WAGTAIL(Dendronanthus indicus)(2)  Surprisingly scarce this winter with only 5-6 seen in Nuwara 

Eliya area 

YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla flava) (4) 5-6 birds seen Bundala/Yala, Embilipitiya 

GREY WAGTAIL(Motacilla. cinerea) (3) A few in hill country ( sev Victoria Park) 

WHITE WAGTAIL (Motacilla alba)  One Embilipitiya 

PADDYFIELD PIPIT(Anthus rufulus) (8)  Widespread but small numbers only 

BLYTH’S PIPIT Anthus godlewskii) One identified Uda Walawe 

JERDON’S BUSH-LARK(Mirafra assamica) (4)  A lowland grasslands resident, several Uda Walawe but also 

seen Sigiriya and Yala 

ORIENTAL SKYLARK(Alauda gulgula)  Several singing Bundala & Yala 

ASHY-CROWNED SPARROW-LARK(Eremopterix grisea) Small flock Bundala 

BLACK-CAPPED (HEADED)YELLOW BULBUL(Pycnonotus melanicterus) (4) Just a few at Mihintale, 

Sigiriya and Sinharaja 

RED-VENTED BULBUL(Pycnonotus. cafer) (17) Common everywhere 

SRI LANKA YELLOW-EARED BULBUL(Pycnonotus. penicillatus) Common Nuwara Eliya & Horton Plains 

WHITE-BROWED BULBUL(Pycnonotus. luteolus) (9) Lowland bushy & scrubby areas in both north and south 

(particularly around Anuradhapura & Sigiriya) 

YELLOW-BROWED BULBUL(Iole indica) (4) Udawattakele & Sinharaja Forest but also seen Spice Garden 

BLACK BULBUL(Hypsipetes leucocephalus) (4) A common forest bulbul especially Kandy, Nuwara Eliya & 

Sinharaja 

GREY-BREASTED PRINIA Prinia hodgsonii  Several Sigiriya 

JUNGLE PRINIA Prinia sylvatica    Sigiriya & Uda Walawe 

ASHY PRINIA Prinia socialis     Surrey Estate & Uda Walawe 

PLAIN PRINIA Prinia inornoata   (4)  The most widespread prinia seen at a number of locations 
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COMMON TAILORBIRD Orthotomus sutorius (14) Often heard and seen on a number of occasions 

ZITTING CISTICOLA Cisticola juncidis (4) Most seen on Horton Plains but also seen in paddy fields Sigiriya 

& in south coast areas 

SRI LANKA BUSH WARBLER(Bradypterus palliseri)  3-4 Horton Plains- typically hard to observe but offered 

some excellent views 

CLAMOROUS REED WARBLER(Acrocephalus. stentoreus)  Singing birds at Deberawewa & Bundala but 

only seen well at latter 

BLYTH'S REED WARBLER(Acrocephalus dumetorum) (8)   Wintering individuals seen Nuwara Eliya 

Victoria Park, Uda Walawe and Kerilakele but others heard 'tacking' 

LESSER WHITETHROAT (Sylvia curruca)  One Yala 

GREEN WARBLER(Phylloscopus nitidus) (4)  Wintering birds seen at Horton Plains, Sinharaja etc but also 

heard at other places. 

LARGE-BILLED LEAF WARBLER (Phylloscopus magnirostris)  Shown as being seen but I do not recall 

where!!! 

WHITE-BROWED FANTAIL(Rhipidura aureola) (5)   Sigiriya, Bundala & Yala  

BLACK-NAPED MONARCH(Hypothymis azurea) (4)  Sigiriya, Udawattakele & Sinharaja  

ASIAN PARADISE FLYCATCHER(Terpsiphone paradisi) (11) Some 15+ birds including a number of white 

males 

BROWN-CAPPED BABBLER(Pellorneum fuscocapillum) Only seen Udawattakele Kandy 

SRI LANKA SCIMITAR BABBLER(Pomatorhinus melgnurus) Victoria Gardens, Udawattakele, Surrey Estate 

& Sinharaja 

DARK-FRONTED BABBLER(Rhopocichla atriceps) Hatane & Horton Plains 

TAWNY-BELLIED BABBLER Dumetia hyperythra    Yala 

YELLOW-EYED BABBLER(Chrysomma sinense)       Yala 

SRI LANKA ORANGE-BILLED BABBLER(Turdoides rufescens)  Small flocks at Sinharaja  

YELLOW-BILLED BABBLER(Turdoides. affinis) (14) A common resident 

ASHY-HEADED LAUGHINGTHRUSH  Garrulax cinereifrons   A few at Sinharaja  

SRI LANKA MYNA(Gracula ptilogenys) (3)  Seen in hill country around Sinharaja 

LESSER HILL MYNA(Gracula. religiosa)  Flocks Peradiniya & Udawattakele 

COMMON MYNA Acridotheres tristis  (15)  Widespread and common 

SRI LANKA WHITE-FACED STARLING (Sturnus albofrontatus)     Sinharaja Forest 

ROSE-COLOURED STARLING(Sternus roseus)  Immature between Yala and Tissa 

BRAHMINY STARLING(Sternus. pagodarum) Total of 10+ in Yala area 

SRI LANKA WHISTLING THRUSH Myophonus blighi  One showed well Horton Plains 

ORANGE-HEADED GROUND THRUSH(Zoothera citrina) One Sigiriya  

PIED GROUND THRUSH (Zoothera. wardii) One seen poorly Victoria Gardens Nuwara Eliya 

SRI LANKA SPOT-WINGED THRUSH(Zoothera. spiloptera) One seen well Blue Magpie Sinharaja 

INDIAN BLACKBIRD Turdus simillimus   Several Horton Plains 

INDIAN BLUE ROBIN(Luscinia brunnea)   Lovely male Udawattakele Kandy 

ORIENTAL MAGPIE-ROBIN(Copsychus saularis) (14) A common resident from lowlands to hills 

WHITE-RUMPED SHAMA(Copsychus. malabaricus) (4) Several seen Sigiriya and Mihantale 

INDIAN ROBIN(Saxicoloides fulicatus) (5) Plentiful in lowland areas-particularly in south coast  

PIED BUSH-CHAT(Saxicola caprata) (3) Small numbers in Nuwara Eliya area & Horton Plains 

ASIAN BROWN FLYCATCHER(Muscicapa dauurica) (5)  c.10 birds – rather scarce this year 

BROWN-BREASTED FLYCATCHER(Muscicapa. muttui) (3) Singles at Udawattakele &  Sinharaja/Blue 

Magpie 

KASHMIR FLYCATCHER(Ficedula subrubra)  Singles Horton Plains & Hakgala 

SRI LANKA DULL BLUE FLYCATCHER(Eumyias sordida)    Horton Plains & Surrey Estate 

TICKELL'S BLUE FLYCATCHER(Cyornis tickelliae) (5) Total of 10+, often heard in forests   

GREY-HEADED CANARY-FLYCATCHER(Culicicapa ceylonensis)   Horton Plains & Hakgala 

THICK-BILLED FLOWERPECKER(Dicaeum agile) One Sigiriya Hotel 

LEGGE'S(WHITE-THROATED)FLOWERPECKER(Dicaeum. vincens) Blue Magpie & Sinharaja 

PALE-BILLED FLOWERPECKER(Dicaeum. erythrorhynchos) (13) Numerous & widespread 

PURPLE-RUMPED SUNBIRD(Nectarinia zeylonica) (12) A delightful little resident throughout island 

PURPLE SUNBIRD(Nectarinia. asiatica) (7) Widespread but local but absent from hills 

LONG-BILLED SUNBIRD(Nectarinia. lotenia) (6) Scattering of records, mostly singles or pairs 

SRI LANKA HILL WHITE-EYE(Zosterops ceylonensis)  Flocks in hill country around Nuwara Eliya 

ORIENTAL WHITE-EYE(Zosterops. palpebrosus) (10)  Small flocks in forests away from central hills  
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VELVET-FRONTED BLUE NUTHATCH(Sitta frontalis) Udawattakele, Surrey Estate & Sinharaja 

GREAT TIT(Parus major) (5)  Scatter of singles  

HOUSE SPARROW(Passer domesticus) (9)  Around habitations 

WHITE-RUMPED MUNIA(Lonchura striata) (5) Noted at quite a few places including Sinharaja 

SCALY-BREASTED(SPOTTED)MUNIA(Lonchura. punctulata) (6) Fairly numerous in grassy habitats 

BLACK-HEADED MUNIA(Lonchura. malacca) A few Deberawewa & Uda Walawe 

BLACK-THROATED MUNIA Lonchura kalaarti    10-15 Blue Magpie Sinharaja 

Mammals 

TOQUE MACAQUE(Macaca sinica) (9) 

GREY LANGUR(Presbytis entellus) (6) 

PURPLE-FACED LEAF-MONKEY(Presbytis. vetulus) (4) Lowland and Highland races 

GOLDEN JACKAL (Canis aureus)  Yala & Uda Walawe 

INDIAN GREY MONGOOSE(Herpestes edwardsii) (5) 

RUDDY MONGOOSE(Herpestes. smithii) (3)  

LEOPARD (Panthera pardus) Yala NP 

INDIAN ELEPHANT(Elephas maximus) Polonnaruwa, Yala NP & 30+ Uda Walawe 

WILD BOAR(Sus scrofa) Yala 

BARKING DEER (Muntiacus muntjak) 2+ Udawattakele 

SPOTTED DEER(Cervus axis) near Sigiriya Yala & Uda Walawe 

SAMBAR(Cervus. unicolor)  Yala & Horton Plains  

WATER BUFFALO(Bubalus arnee) Yala & Uda Walawe 

INDIAN PALM SQUIRREL(Funambulus palmarum) (16) 

LAYARD’S SQUIRREL    Sinharaja 

DUSKY STRIPED SQUIRREL(F. sublineatus)  Horton Plains 

GIANT(GRIZZLED)SQUIRREL(Ratufa macroura) (6) (Tennant's Giant Squirrel in Hills) 
INDIAN HARE(Lepus nigricollis) (3) Yala/Bundala also Uda Walawe 

INDIAN FLYING FOX(Pteropus gigantea)(6) Large roosts at Peradiniya; Kandy Lake & Deberawewa. Others 

by roadside & at Mirissa 

BAT spp   Many bats seen of varying sizes but none identified with confidence 

BLUE WHALE Balaenoptera musculus   5+ Mirissa 

HUMPBACK WHALE Megaptera novaeangliae  One Mirissa 

Reptiles 

STARRED TORTOISE SOFT-SHELLED TERRAPIN 

HARD-SHELLED TERRAPIN SPOTTED BLACK TURTLE 

WATER MONITOR LAND MONITOR 

MUGGER CROCODILE CALOTES VERSICOLOR 

CALOTES CALOTES HUMP-NOSED LIZARD 

BLACK-LIPPED CALOTES LIZARD KANGAROO LIZARD 

ROCK SKINK GREEN VINE SNAKE 

RAT SNAKE HOUSE GECKO 

 


