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Tour participants: Kevin Elsby (leader) with local guide, Gaidis Grandans and eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Sunday 26th May 

The group met at Gatwick South terminal. Our aircraft was just over an hour late leaving, and we arrived at a 

windy, grey and overcast Riga at 3 PM local time. We were quickly through customs and were met by our guide 

for the week, Gaidis, and our driver Casper and boarded our coach for the week. We were soon leaving the city 

area, and on our way to the Kolka Cape, our base for the next two nights. 

 

On our way, shortly after leaving the airport, we stopped at Lake Babite, where, in unfavourable windy 

conditions with rain, we spent some time looking at the birds on and above the lake. There were numerous Barn 

Swallows and Common Swifts flying around, and good numbers of Common Pochard. We found three or four 

Western Marsh Harriers, and a single Hobby was also picked out. A couple of distant Black Terns were also 

found, together with a couple of Common Terns. 

 

A single Sedge Warbler was singing, but unseen, struggling to make himself heard above the noise of the wind 

along a nearby ditch, and on the water of the ditch, there were a pair of Garganey giving good views. A male 

Common Reed Bunting was also present. Upon our arrival at the lake, our attention was initially drawn to eight 

Common Cranes in an adjacent field, and one of the birds was displaying to another. These were all non-

breeding birds, the breeding population already being on eggs or with young. 

 

Three or four Whinchats were added to the list, and a distant adult White-tailed Eagle soared over some trees, 

the white tail being very obvious even from such a long distance. 

 

The lake is home to a large colony of Black-headed Gulls, and there were many of these visible while we were 

there. 

 

As it began to rain, we decided to move on, and over the next two hours, passed through one of the nature 

reserves would be visiting later on in the trip. Birdlife was not prolific on the journey, mainly because the weather 

deteriorated as the time passed, with very heavy showers and very strong winds keeping birds low down. We did 

however come across several White Storks standing next to the road in places or on nests, either artificial or 

naturally built, as well as some Common Buzzards. We also saw several Roe Deer and a couple of European 

Hares. 

 

Eventually, we arrived at our hotel at Kolka Cape, and settled in. We looked forward to a better day tomorrow 

both weather and bird wise. 

Day 2 Monday 27th May 

Today we spent the day in the area around the cape at Kolka. In order to try and see some visible migration 

which can be dramatic at the cape, this meant an early start. Actually it meant leaving our hotel at 04:50am local 

time – which meant 02:50 UK time! However, there was a full complement of clients on board the mini-bus as 

we made our way to the cape, about two miles out of the village of Kolka. Having had rather stormy weather 

yesterday, it was a big relief to step outside the hotel to find a clear sky and calm conditions. Perfect. 
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The amount of bird activity is very dependent on the weather in this part of Latvia. On arrival on the beach two 

summer plumaged Black-throated Divers flew overhead from inland, to make their way across the Gulf of Riga, 

heading north to breeding grounds.  

 

We spotted a group of sea duck close to the shore, which turned out to be a large group of Common 

Goldeneyes, mainly males, with a single male Long-tailed Duck and three Goosanders.  

 

A group of three Hobbies came along, preceded by a single Sparrowhawk. Things then quietened down a bit, so 

we moved slightly inland off the beach. Here, in the adjacent pines, we found many Siskins and Chaffinches. In 

amongst them, we picked out a superb male Brambling in full summer plumage. Added to the congregation were 

several Hawfinches, and a few Common Crossbills. A Wood Warbler gave a short burst of song from deeper in 

the vegetation but remained out of sight. However a single Spotted Flycatcher was more obliging, perched right 

out in the open with the sun full on it. 

 

Making our way back towards the hotel, we had a walk around the village and found an Icterine Warbler which 

showed itself very briefly for all to enjoy. Nearby, several Common Rosefinches were in song, and a male Red-

backed Shrike put in an appearance. 

 

A group of Western Yellow Wagtails were feeding busily on a patch of lawn behind a house, whilst a couple of 

Serins were doing the same nearby. Latvia’s national bird, White Wagtail, was seen frequently, and this was to be 

the case throughout the trip.  

 

It was a fairly frantic couple of hours, but soon we had to return to the hotel for our 8 o'clock breakfast. 

 

After breakfast, we continued to bird watch around the village area, picking up new species as we went along. 

However by now cloud was increasing and by lunchtime we were having intermittent showers of occasionally 

heavy and persistent rain. It felt most unpleasant at times. We took shelter under a tarpaulin/tent at a nearby 

campsite, where we were to have lunch. We were grateful for the shelter, and whilst we were resting were able to 

pick out several Woodlarks which gave forth their beautiful courtship song, and also were able to find two or 

three Tree Pipits which also gave us good opportunities for telescope views. 

 

We had seen some Bullfinches earlier in the day, but during our lunch stop there were four birds, two pairs, 

more or less constantly in view from our shelter. 

 

We enjoyed a delicious home-made sorrel soup, and then continued our birdwatching day. We went to a patch of 

forest nearby, and led by our local guide, we were shown the nest of a Ural Owl, one of the largest and most 

sought-after owls of Europe. 

 

Initially we could only see two reasonably well hidden chicks in their chimney style nest in a Scots Pine. 

However, shortly thereafter, the female of the pair was found perched in a nearby tree. This species can be 

extremely aggressive in defence of its young especially at the time just before the young fledge. However this pair 

was well known to our guide, and fortunately for us the female is relatively docile. We enjoyed good but partially 

obscured views of the female, which was receiving the unwanted attention of several Hooded Crows. 
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Not wishing to cause undue disturbance to the female and her chicks, we soon moved on to pastures new, and 

eventually got to a lane where we got out of the minibus and walked for just over a kilometre. As we paused 

along the way, we were on the lookout for any new birds, and soon enough we managed to locate a single 

Spotted Nutcracker, perched high in the top of a spruce tree. This gave excellent views in the telescope for all to 

enjoy - another highlight of the day. However, the weather by now was fairly miserable, and we had to take to 

the minibus to get shelter from the rain. 

 

Eventually, at 5 o'clock in the evening, we called it a day. It had been most enjoyable, but a very long day, with 

12 hours in the field. Many of the clients had seen lifers today, and with luck we would enjoy more of the same 

tomorrow 

Day 3 Tuesday 28th May 

We started the day at dawn again today, with the hope of seeing more migration than we had seen yesterday at 

the Cape. Accordingly, we arrived on the beach at the Cape at just after 5 am. 

 

We immediately saw another two Black-throated Divers flying overhead into the Gulf of Riga. Shortly 

afterwards, we saw an amazing interaction between two Hobbies, about 300 metres from the shoreline over the 

sea. They grappled with each other in mid-air and plummeted towards the sea, only releasing each other at the 

very last moment. We speculated whether this was a food pass between male and female or whether it was an act 

of aggression of one bird on the other. Either way, it proved very entertaining for us. 

 

A Common Sandpiper and a single Common Ringed Plover on the shoreline were both new additions to the trip 

list. There were lots of Chaffinches and Siskins flying overhead, but they did not leave the confines of the Cape. 

There was not a lot else going on from the beach, therefore we made an earlier move to the forested area nearby. 

The trees were also quieter than yesterday had been, but we did find several confiding Bullfinches again. At one 

point, we saw a group of six individuals together. 

 

With it continuing to be fairly quiet bird wise, we curtailed our visit to the Cape and drove back along the road 

towards the village of Kolka, to bird along the roads and gardens of the village. 

 

We were rewarded with further views of Hawfinch, as well as several Common Whitethroats and Lesser 

Whitethroats. We came across a pair of Whinchats which were a little shy and difficult to pin down for 

everybody to get a good view in the telescope. There were several Common Rosefinches singing in the area, and 

by now we were all familiar with its simple but attractive song. During our walk we managed to find both Black 

Redstart and Common Redstart, together with a single female Northern Wheatear of which we all enjoyed views 

through the telescope. 

 

We then heard the unmistakable song of a Thrush Nightingale. In spite of using a tape to try to lure it into view, 

it remained stubbornly hidden in the undergrowth and even though we were less than 10 metres from it we 

couldn’t see it. Before we made it back to the hotel, a Black Kite was spotted and all enjoyed good views of this 

bird as it soared overhead briefly. 
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It had been a fairly slow morning bird wise, but in spite of this we thought we had done reasonably well and 

settled down to breakfast at 8:30. After breakfast, three of the group, along with Kevin, walked the short distance 

to the shoreline of the Gulf from the hotel and were rewarded with views of a single Common Crane as well as 

an over-flying Northern Raven. 

 

The group reassembled then left the hotel and headed back along the coast of the Gulf towards our destination 

for the next two nights. By now, the weather, which had been clear, if cool, at 5 am, had changed and there was 

increasing cloud. By approximately 10 am, it started raining and this became more persistent. 

 

Nonetheless, undaunted, we continue to try and see new birds and stopped at two areas with habitat adjacent to 

the Gulf. The first was called Mersrags and the next was at Berzceins. Both of these places had observation 

towers, and by now it was raining so much that we decided to take some shelter underneath these towers. 

 

We were still able to add new birds to our list though, including Common Redshank, Common Snipe, and a 

single Grey Plover in stunning breeding plumage. We also heard a Eurasian Reed Warbler singing in a patch of 

reeds, as well as the very characteristic albeit short call notes of a Spotted Crake which sadly failed to reveal itself. 

 

One other bird that we had hoped to see also put in a very brief appearance standing at the top of the reeds in 

the distance was a male Citrine Wagtail. We ate our lunch inside the minibus due to the inclement weather, and 

continued on our journey to Valgums, arriving at our beautifully appointed hotel with superb grounds including 

a river and a lake. Some of the party still had enough energy to take a short walk around the grounds before 

dinner, and new birds found doing this included a Firecrest, Greenfinch, Blue Tit and a single White-throated 

Dipper - an unexpected find. 

 

It continued to drizzle for the rest of the day, but we felt that we had achieved all we could have done under the 

circumstances and looked forward to a change in the weather from tomorrow. 

Day 4 Wednesday 29th May 

We left our hotel after breakfast to spend the day in Kemini national park, beginning with a search for 

woodpeckers along a quiet forest road. We found singing Common Rosefinch and Wood Warbler, but 

unfortunately on the woodpecker front it was all quiet, so we decided to move on to a reception centre in the 

park and from here we tried to lure a Middle Spotted Woodpecker in by tape. This did the trick and soon we 

were watching a male of this species on an oak in the grounds of the centre. From here, we moved on to a 

boardwalk which meandered through an area of boggy forest, consisting mainly of spruce, alder and silver birch. 

As we entered the trail, we heard a singing Red-breasted Flycatcher which showed itself all too briefly. Further 

along the trail we had a close encounter with a Great Spotted Woodpecker feeding on a very flimsy looking silver 

birch.  

 

Then one of the group spotted a very close Treecreeper, doing what its name suggests, close to us. All got 

exceptional views of this bird.  

 

Further along still, a single Long-tailed Tit of the northern race was glimpsed by Kevin but sadly it couldn’t be 

re-found in order to show the rest of the group.  
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We came to an opening in the forest at the end of the boardwalk, and we spent some time looking at and 

photographing a specimen of Birds Nest Orchid, and saw a Lesser Emperor Moth as well as a Green-veined 

White Butterfly.  

 

Returning to our mini bus, we drove a short distance to a restaurant for a tasty lunch.  

 

Feeling refreshed after this, we moved on to a large lake with adjacent reed bed for the afternoon. The good 

news was that there had been a change in the weather for the better and now we were enjoying sunny skies and 

warmer temperatures.  

 

We walked out to a tower hide and from here we were able to see some Little Gulls flying over the lake, together 

with several Western Marsh Harriers and Great Egrets, as well as a single Red-necked Grebe on the lake. Other 

bird interest was provided by a singing Great Reed Warbler and excellent close views of a male Bearded 

Reedling. Great Bitterns were heard booming regularly during our stay and one was seen in flight.  

 

We then moved on from here to another forest track and, after getting out of our mini bus and walking about 

300 yards, we were rewarded with close, prolonged views of a Eurasian Pygmy Owl which had responded to the 

tape played by our local guide, Guidas. 

 

This was the highlight of the day for most of the party and the owl was much enjoyed by telescope as well as 

binoculars.  

 

Eventually we decided to return to the hotel and reflect on another good day’s birding.  

Day 5 Thursday 30th May 

We awoke to a beautiful morning, with clear blue sky and calm conditions – a welcome change to earlier in the 

trip.  

 

Leaving after breakfast, our first stop was along the road near where we saw the Pygmy Owl yesterday. We were 

on the search for woodpeckers again. We saw a close Great Spotted but not the hoped for Black. However there 

was a close Tree Pipit for consolation, and good views of singing Garden Warbler and Common Whitethroat. 

  

Next stop was at a park in the centre of the rather deserted town of Kemeri. Soon we were rewarded with 

prolonged close views of a Wryneck. It sat perched in an oak tree for all to get great views in binoculars and 

telescope.  

 

Moving on, we next took a walk into the forest and along the shoreline of the lake at Kemeru National Park. 

Eventually we came to a tower which we climbed to gain a better view over the lake. We had great views of 

several Western Marsh Harriers and then a Western Osprey was seen flying over the reed bed.  

 

A very distant Red-necked Grebe was located and Great Reed Warblers were again in full song. A very brief 

snatch of Savi’s Warbler song was also heard, while Common Terns and lots of Great Cormorants were around 

or on the lake. Then two more Western Ospreys were located, one carrying a sizable fish. Shortly after, a Rough-
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legged Buzzard was seen with its characteristic longer winged appearance than Common Buzzard, and it also 

hovered (behaviour which is more common in Rough-legged Buzzard).  

 

Carrying on our walk around the trail, we saw a single Large Skipper butterfly and a very active wood ant’s nest. 

There were hundreds of dragonflies around – most appeared to be Four-spot Chasers, with Blue-tailed 

Damselflies present in some numbers too.  

 

Returning to the mini bus, we made our way to the forest reception centre where we enjoyed lunch al fresco. 

Then we started our long journey to our final hotel of the tour, near Lake Lubans.  

 

An indication of how far east we now were came in the form of road signs indicating less than 500 miles to 

Moscow.  

 

We were all a bit tired after the long journey and after freshening up met to complete our log for the day in a 

lovely building overlooking a totally tranquil lake.  

Day 6 Friday 31st May 

Today we spent the whole day birdwatching around Lake Lubans. Leaving the hotel at 9am, we drove along a 

road to the lake and it wasn’t long before we found our first Lesser Spotted Eagle, from the mini bus. Making a 

hasty stop, we got out to see this magnificent raptor soaring over a nearby area of forest. It was a great start for 

the day, which had also dawned bright and sunny but rather windy.  

 

Shortly after, the first of two Red Foxes ran across the road in front of us. Next a Northern Raven put in an 

appearance, before we pulled in off the road to a site selected by our local guide. In spite of the windy 

conditions, we managed to see a Booted Warbler, one of the rarest birds in Latvia, sheltering in a bush at the side 

of the road.  

 

In the same bush was a Marsh Warbler which we glimpsed briefly before it disappeared.  

 

Moving on we saw the first of several Western Marsh Harriers hunting over the reedbeds. Calling in at a visitor 

centre near a small dam, we took a walk along the river where one of the first birds we saw was a close singing 

Great Reed Warbler. We all eventually got some good views of this bird.  

 

Along the river we made several efforts to see a Thrush Nightingale. Eventually most of us achieved this and 

were impressed at the song of this species. Sadly, a singing River Warbler was even more difficult to see and only 

a few of the group managed to hear this singing bird. 

 

We then tried to see some Golden Orioles which were calling and which were hidden in the leaves at the top of 

some riverside Poplar trees. Then a single male was seen flying from the trees over the river and gave better 

views, if briefly.  

 

Moving back to the lake, a single Western Osprey flew over, the first of several during the day. Then a the first 

of three White-tailed Eagles, this one an adult, gave good views, followed shortly afterwards by a single Hobby.  
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We drove to a place where our guide knew of some Penduline Tits, and sure enough, shortly after getting out of 

our mini bus, a calling bird was seen, but was rather shy. Another was seen later in the day and in the end, most 

of the group got good views.  

 

A male Red-backed Shrike in the same area caused discussion of how superficially similar males are to Penduline 

Tits! 

 

After lunch in a nearby hotel, we resumed our birding and located a single Canada Goose – familiar enough to 

those in the group but a very rare bird here in Latvia.  

 

In the same area of the lake we got brief views of a single male Little Crake as it walked on floating vegetation a 

short distance away from us. A calling male Little Bittern was heard, but try as we might it could not be seen.  

 

However, a single Eurasian Bittern got up and flew out of the reeds about 10 yards from us, giving us a surprise 

as up until then it had been invisible in the reeds.  

 

Carrying on to another part of the lake, we found a pair of Whooper Swans with six cygnets, then one of our 

targets for the day, a pair of Citrine Wagtails. The female was seen well but the male was less cooperative.  

 

In the same area a single Little Ringed Plover and a Common Rosefinch (this one a really red- breasted male) 

were present.  

 

A group of Black Terns were hawking over the lake and a pair of Marsh Sandpipers and a solitary Black Stork 

were in flight above us.  

 

One of the last new birds of the day was a fine drake Garganey, just as the weather changed to cloud and rain.  

 

It had been a long day and we had had to work hard for our birds, but it was no less enjoyable for that.  

Day 7 Saturday 1st June 

Our last full day of the trip started with perfect conditions – clear, calm and sunny. We took a pre-breakfast drive 

along nearby forest roads, and were rewarded with views of Black Woodpecker which flew over us several times. 

In addition to this we also had a brief ‘fly by’ by a White-backed Woodpecker in the same area.  

 

Further along we found one of the main targets of the day, two singing Blyth’s Reed Warblers in a clearing. The 

song is quite distinctive with its ‘tin whistle’ ending to it. After a little patience one of the birds was seen perched 

in the open close by.  

 

There were some good supporting birds as well including Common Rosefinch, Garden Warbler, Common 

Whitethroat and Tree Pipit. Common Cuckoos were very much in evidence by their calls. A Goldcrest called 

briefly and a couple of Northern Ravens flew over, as did a Eurasian Sparrowhawk.  
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Before we left to return to the hotel for breakfast, a single Pine Marten was spotted on the forest road, before 

running into the forest. And then, as we drove back to the hotel, our driver saw a single Moose or European Elk 

at the edge of a clearing. It moved quickly out of sight but several of the group managed at least some view of it 

before it did so.  

 

The post-breakfast time was initially spent driving down several of the ‘off road’ tracks, typical of the area, 

stopping whenever our local guide felt it would be profitable to do so. We approached the lake area and spent 

some time checking the area for birds. We saw many Whooper Swans on the lake; non-breeding birds. The 

sound they were making was very evocative. We took lunch at a lovely small restaurant adjacent to the lake.  

 

After lunch we walked along the side of some fish ponds which are used to store Carp before being sold to 

market. In amongst what must have been 200 Whooper Swans, there was a variety of other birds. We found our 

first Wigeon of the trip, together with a pair of Eurasian Teal. A couple of Little Gulls in summer plumage were 

hawking insects over the water with a larger group of beautiful Black Terns.  

 

Then, we located two Marsh Sandpipers in full breeding dress. They were really stunning birds, and they were 

keeping company with a pair of Little Ringed Plovers. All the group got excellent scope views of these exquisite 

waders. A solitary Black-tailed Godwit, in summer plumage, was a surprise find, as was a male Ruff in full 

breeding dress.  

 

Nearby, a Penduline Tit was calling, and a Bearded Reedling was also heard. A male Red-backed Shrike was 

perched on a log pile, which also held a singing Thrush Nightingale.  

 

We drove to a nearby village where our guide said Barred Warbler occurs. However, in spite of much searching, 

we only heard the characteristic churring note of the male and were not able to see him, hidden as he was in 

thick vegetation. Some of the group took consolation by photographing a pair of White Storks at their nest on a 

telegraph pole.  

 

By now it was time for supper which we had in the same venue as last night. However, birding was not finished 

for the day, as, on our way back to the hotel, we found an extremely obliging Lesser Spotted Eagle which 

emerged from near some farm buildings to perch on a Silver Birch tree nearby. We were all able to enjoy 

unsurpassable telescope views of this magnificent raptor.  

 

We returned to the hotel 14 hours after leaving it. Although it had been a long day in the field, the birds were 

excellent and the weather played its part throughout.  

Day 8 Sunday 2nd June 

We left our hotel for the long drive back to Riga just after breakfast. It took just over three hours to get to the 

airport, so we stopped for a picnic lunch en route, at a riverside park at Koknese.  

 

Our journey to Koknese was enhanced by a pair of Common Cranes, close to the edge of the road. They were in 

courtship dance and it was delightful to watch their behaviour.  
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There were many White Storks viewable from the mini bus as we made our way along the road. Many were in 

their nests, but as many were standing in fields as we passed by.  

 

We had a walk around the area of the river, and managed to hear Goldfinch and Nuthatch. There was a stiff 

breeze blowing, which made seeing the birds in the leaves on the trees very difficult. A Spotted Flycatcher was 

seen and on the river a Common Tern was in company with several European Herring Gulls. A Tree Sparrow 

flew from a nearby oak tree.  

 

Whilst eating our picnic, we saw another Lesser Spotted Eagle, which flew close by overhead, giving us another 

opportunity to see the finer identification features of this species. We saw several Common Buzzards too, along 

with White Wagtails, Common Starlings, and a single Goosander which flew over the mini bus.  

 

We said goodbye to four of the group in Riga who were extending their holiday in Latvia, while the rest of us 

flew back to Gatwick in the mid-afternoon. 

 

It had been an excellent trip, the first by Naturetrek to this country. We had amassed a total of 154 species of 

birds and seen much of the country as well. We had an excellent local guide, as well as a very good driver and 

stayed in three good hotels.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted) 

      May/June 

  Common Name Scientific Name 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

1 Canada Goose  Branta canadensis           ✓     

2 Whooper Swan  Cygnus cygnus           ✓ ✓   

3 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna   ✓ ✓           

4 Garganey  Spatula querquedula ✓         ✓     

5 Gadwall  Mareca strepera     ✓     ✓ ✓   

6 Eurasian Wigeon  Mareca penelope             ✓   

7 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

8 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca           ✓ ✓   

9 Common Pochard  Aythya ferina ✓     ✓   ✓     

10 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

11 Long-tailed Duck  Clangula hyemalis   ✓ ✓           

12 Common Goldeneye  Bucephala clangula   ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

13 Goosander Mergus merganser   ✓ ✓         ✓ 

14 Black-throated Diver  Gavia arctica   ✓ ✓           

15 Red-necked Grebe  Podiceps grisegena       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

16 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

17 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra           ✓     

18 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

19 Great Bittern  Botaurus stellaris       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

20 Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus           ✓     

21 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

22 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

23 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus         ✓ ✓ ✓   

24 European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus             ✓   

25 Lesser Spotted Eagle  Clanga pomarina           ✓ ✓ ✓ 

26 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   ✓         ✓   

27 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

28 Black Kite  Milvus migrans     ✓           

29 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla ✓     ✓   ✓ ✓   

30 Rough-legged Buzzard  Buteo lagopus         ✓       

31 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

32 Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus       ✓         

33 Little Crake Porzana parva           ✓     

34 Spotted Crake  Porzana porzana     ✓           

35 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

36 Common Crane  Grus grus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

37 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus     ✓           

38 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

39 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola     ✓           

40 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula     ✓           

41 Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius           ✓ ✓   

42 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago     ✓           

43 Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa             ✓   

44 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus     ✓       ✓   

45 Marsh Sandpiper  Tringa stagnatilis           ✓ ✓   

46 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus       ✓     ✓   

47 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos     ✓ ✓         
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      May/June 

  Common Name Scientific Name 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

48 Ruff  Calidris pugnax             ✓   

49 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

50 Little Gull  Hydrocoloeus minutus       ✓     ✓   

51 Common Gull  Larus canus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

52 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

53 Lesser Black-backed (Baltic) Gull  Larus fuscus fuscus   ✓ ✓           

54 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis   ✓ ✓           

55 Little Tern  Sternula albifrons     ✓           

56 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

57 Black Tern  Chlidonias niger ✓     ✓   ✓ ✓   

58 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia ✓               

59 Stock Dove  Columba oenas ✓     ✓     ✓   

60 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

61 European Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur             ✓   

62 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

63 Ural Owl  Strix uralensis   ✓             

64 Eurasian Pygmy Owl  Glaucidium passerinum       ✓         

65 Common Swift  Apus apus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

66 Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla         ✓       

67 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos medius       ✓         

68 White-backed Woodpecker  Dendrocopos leucotos             ✓   

69 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

70 Black Woodpecker  Dryocopus martius       ✓     ✓   

71 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   ✓ ✓           

72 Eurasian Hobby  Falco subbuteo ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓     

73 Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

74 Eurasian Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus           ✓ ✓ ✓ 

75 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius     ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

76 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

77 Spotted Nutcracker  Nucifraga caryocatactes   ✓             

78 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula     ✓   ✓   ✓   

79 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

80 Northern Raven  Corvus corax     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

81 European Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus   ✓   ✓         

82 Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris   ✓             

83 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

84 Great Tit  Parus major   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

85 Eurasian Penduline Tit  Remiz pendulinus           ✓ ✓   

86 Bearded Tit  Panurus biarmicus       ✓     ✓   

87 Woodlark  Lullula arborea   ✓         ✓   

88 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

89 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia     ✓     ✓     

90 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

91 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

92 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus       ✓         

93 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

94 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

95 Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides   ✓             

96 Wood Warbler  Phylloscopus sibilatrix   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

97 Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

98 Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓   
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99 Blyth's Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus dumetorum             ✓   

100 Eurasian Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

101 Marsh Warbler  Acrocephalus palustris           ✓ ✓   

102 Icterine Warbler  Hippolais icterina   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

103 Booted Warbler Iduna caligata           ✓     

104 River Warbler  Locustella fluviatilis           ✓     

105 Savi's Warbler  Locustella luscinioides         ✓       

106 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

107 Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

108 Barred Warbler  Sylvia nisoria             ✓   

109 Lesser Whitethroat  Sylvia curruca   ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

110 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

111 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla     ✓   ✓       

112 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus             ✓   

113 White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus     ✓           

114 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

115 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

116 Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris       ✓   ✓     

117 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

118 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

119 Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris     ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

120 Redwing  Turdus iliacus           ✓ ✓   

121 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus   ✓ ✓     ✓     

122 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

123 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

124 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓ 

125 Thrush Nightingale  Luscinia luscinia     ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

126 European Pied Flycatcher  Ficedula hypoleuca   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

127 Red-breasted Flycatcher  Ficedula parva   ✓   ✓         

128 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros   ✓ ✓           

129 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus     ✓           

130 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

131 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe     ✓           

132 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓           ✓ ✓ 

133 Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus   ✓         ✓ ✓ 

134 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava   ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

135 Citrine Wagtail  Motacilla citreola     ✓     ✓     

136 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

137 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis   ✓             

138 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

139 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

140 Brambling  Fringilla montifringilla   ✓             

141 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes   ✓ ✓           

142 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula   ✓ ✓   ✓       

143 Common Rosefinch  Carpodacus erythrinus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

144 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

145 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   

146 Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea   ✓             

147 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra   ✓             

148 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

149 European Serin  Serinus serinus   ✓             
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150 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus   ✓ ✓ ✓         

151 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella     ✓     ✓ ✓   

152 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Mammals 
 

                

1 European Hare Lepus europaeus ✓ ✓             

2 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus ✓ ✓ ✓           

3 Red Squirrel  Sciurus vulgaris ✓       ✓       

4 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes ✓         ✓ ✓   

5 Pine Marten Martes martes               ✓ 

6 European Elk Alces alces               ✓ 

Insects                   

1 Green-veined White Pieris napi         ✓       

2 Swallowtail Butterfly Papilio machaon         ✓     ✓ 

3 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria         ✓       

4 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni         ✓       

5 Pale Clouded Yellow Colias hyale               ✓ 

6 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus               ✓ 

7 Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus                 

8 Lesser Emperor Moth Saturnia pavonia         ✓       

9 Drinker Moth Euthrix potatoria ✓           ✓   

10 Four-spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata           ✓     

11 Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans           ✓     

12 Red-eyed Damselfly Erythromma viridulum                 

13 Beautiful Demoiselle Calopteryx virgo               ✓ 

Other Taxa                   

1 Birds Nest Orchid Neottia nidus-avis         ✓       

 


