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Tour participants: Dr Chas Anderson (cruise leader) & Jenny Willsher (leader) with 13 Naturetrek clients 

Introduction 

For centuries the Maldives was a place to avoid if you were a seafarer due to its treacherous reefs, and this may 

have contributed to its largely unspoilt beauty. Now those very same reefs attract many visitors to experience the 

amazing diversity of marine life that it offers. Sharks and Scorpion fish, Octopus, Lionfish, Turtles and legions of 

multi-coloured fish of all shapes and sizes are to be found here! Add to that an exciting variety of cetaceans and 

you have a wildlife paradise.  

 

Despite the frustrating hiccoughs experienced by various members of the group in their travels, due to the snowy 

weather in the UK, we had a successful week in and around this intriguing chain of coral islands. After a brief 

stay in the lovely Bandos Island Resort (very brief for Pat and Stuart!), which gave us time for some snorkel 

practice, we boarded the MV Theia, our base for the next week. We soon settled into the daily routine of early 

morning and evening snorkels, daytimes searching for cetaceans or relaxing, and evening talks by Chas, our local 

Maldives expert. His 30+ years of experience here made for some fascinating and enlightening presentations, 

drawing on his seemingly bottomless knowledge of all things in and around the Maldives.  

 

Dolphin sightings were almost guaranteed: Indo-Pacific Bottlenose, Spotted, Risso’s and the acrobatic Spinner 

Dolphins. We saw a small group of Orcas including a calf; on two occasions we were accompanied by pods of 

Short-finned Pilot Whales; and we swam with graceful Mantas. The diversity of colour, shape and size of the reef 

fish and other marine life was amazing and delightful. 

 

All this was complimented by the unobtrusive efficiency and care of the crew on both the MV Theia and its 

accompanying dhoni. The good humour and enthusiasm of the group contributed enormously to the enjoyment 

of the trip. 

Days 1/2 Thursday 1st/Friday 2nd March 

UK to Bandos Island Resort, North Male Atoll  

Following an overnight flight from the UK via Dubai, most of the group arrived in Male mid-morning and were 

quickly aboard a water taxi to Bandos Island. The staff welcomed us to the resort with a refreshing cold drink 

and made every effort to get us to our rooms quickly, and arranged a table in the Sea Breeze Restaurant for the 

group to eat together later. Some chose to catch up on sleep while others relaxed or had a practise snorkel. 

  

Later we met for dinner at a candlelit table on the open deck of the restaurant, where we were joined by Sandra 

who had arrived yesterday. As we enjoyed a delicious meal, Fruit Bats from the island colony flew over us and a 

few fish could be seen in the water, under the deck.  

Day 3 Saturday 3rd March 

Bandos to MV Theia 

We woke to a classic Maldivian day of warm sunshine, waving palms and turquoise seas. After an early snorkel 

for some, we enjoyed breakfast from the excellent buffet. The omelette chef was quite an entertainer as he 
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juggled the cooking of at least three omelettes at once, and the pancake chef would make you any shape of 

pancake – shark, whale or butterfly! We then had a little time to swim or explore the island with its lovely exotic 

trees of Frangipani, Bougainvillea and Oleander, and the huge Banyan tree near the restaurant which was still 

decorated with Valentine’s Day decorations! It was a relief to welcome Pat and Stuart to the island and they 

appreciated the brief use of their room and a quick dip in the sea.  

 

The few birds on the island included the vocal Asian Koel, Maldivian House Crow, Grey Heron, Common 

Myna, White-breasted Waterhen and Common Sandpiper. In the large trees behind the restaurant was a small 

colony of huge noisy Fruit Bats. 

 

Late morning we gathered in reception to await the arrival of Chas on the dhoni – this local type of boat would 

be ferrying us about over the next week into the shallow water over the reefs. Once our luggage was stowed on 

board we headed out of the harbour and away from Bandos Island to where the MV Theia was moored. Two 

Black-naped Terns were sitting on the harbour wall. On the boat Debbie and Ken were waiting to meet up with 

us after their rather trying journey from the UK. Chas welcomed us on board and Francesca, manager and dive 

instructor, went through the house rules – the first being that we shed our shoes! 

 

After lunch the boat moved north to the eastern edge of North Male Atoll. We saw some Indo-Pacific 

Bottlenose Dolphins along the way. We moored near the island of Eriyadoo, where we had our first of many 

snorkels from the boat. Chas warned us that it was not the best of reefs, but it was a chance to practice getting 

on and off the dhoni. We were accompanied by Francesca who tested the current and visibility before we 

jumped in. She guided Catherine on her first real snorkel which she was thrilled to achieve. The rest of us who 

were snorkelling enjoyed our time in the water and sightings included a very confiding Hawksbill Turtle, a large 

Nurse Shark, and the first of many of the reef fish that we would get to know over the next week including 

yellow and black striped Convict Surgeonfish, bright blue and yellow Powderblue Surgeonfish (this would 

probably be the most familiar fish we would see – sometimes in large numbers), Moorish Idol, orange and white 

Squirrelfish, large-eyed Soldierfish, yellow and black Longnose Butterflyfish, and the charming little Maldivian 

Anenomefish (think of Nemo from the cartoon film but with only one stripe!) which could be seen defending its 

anenome ‘home’.  Chas sensibly does not offer to do a fish checklist as it could be an interminable evening of 

trying to identify “the blue fish with the yellow tail” or “the little green one with the red fins” etc! There are over 

1,000 species of reef fish, some yet to be identified, and juveniles and adults of the same species can look entirely 

different! And some even change sex at some stage in their development. 

  

Suitably inspired and excited by thoughts of the week ahead, we later met at the bar for drinks before an early 

dinner provided by the cook Moonir and his assistant Jamil, and efficiently supervised by the always smiling Arif. 

We relaxed for a while in the tropical breeze on deck as the boat rocked gently, before retiring to bed. Geoff and 

Pat D couldn’t resist joining some of the crew who were fishing off the back of the boat and each landed a large 

Red Snapper! Many small fish were attracted to the spotlight, forming fishy murmurations! 

Day 4 Sunday 4th March 

North Male Atoll to Goidhoo Atoll 

Tea, coffee, biscuits and bananas were available before our early morning snorkel near the private island of 

Morkunudhoo. We added Oriental Sweetlips to our favourites amongst the reef fish, and it was a good example 



Mantas, Dolphins and Coral Reefs – A Maldives Cruise Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     March 18 3 
 

of how different juveniles can be. The adult is a large fish with horizontal black and white stripes on the body 

and black and yellow dotted fins. The young are slimmer and blotched in brown and cream. This is one of the 

bigger fish we saw along with various Parrotfish with their amazing, mostly green, patterns, and then the lovely 

shoals of dark blue Redtooth Triggerfish that seem to flutter in the water, and strange shaped Unicornfish. More 

Hawksbill Turtles were seen, a small Nurse Shark, Black-tipped Reef Sharks, Spotted Eagle Ray, a Moray Eel and 

more Anenomefish including Clarkes Anenomefish which is mostly black with white stripes.  

 

After breakfast we upped anchor and moved out of North Male Atoll, heading north-west into the central 

channel between the East and West lines of atolls. The deeper channels gave us better chance of seeing cetaceans 

and bigger fish such as tuna, sailfish and flying fish. It was relatively quiet until after lunch when, about 2.30pm, 

some distant activity was spotted by Chas. The excitement mounted as the boat changed course and we were 

soon watching a small group of Orca, including a small calf. We also saw a small group of Risso’s Dolphins with 

their distinctive blunt heads and broad erect dorsal fins. Mature adults have extensive scarring from fighting.  

 

This exciting diversion made us late for our anchorage, so we had to forego our evening snorkel. We anchored 

overnight in Goidhoo Atoll on the western edge of the archipelago. As the light faded just before 7pm, we made 

our way to the top deck for the first of Chas’s evening talks. Our location made it relevant to his subject as the 

nearby atoll played its part in his story. An early Portuguese explorer, making his way to India, was shipwrecked 

here. Atoll is the only Maldivian word in the Oxford English dictionary and Chas explained their formation.  

Day 5 Monday 5th March 

Ghoidoo Atoll to Baa Atoll 

Our morning snorkel was in Fulhadhoo Lagoon where many familiar fish were seen, but also an Octopus, 

Lionfish and Lobster. After breakfast we moved out of the atoll into the deep ocean channel where we 

encountered a large group of approximately 100 Risso’s Dolphins, and we spent an hour in their company as 

they played around the boat. The water was very choppy which made it difficult to spot much so we moved back 

to the central channel. Eventually we entered Baa Atoll where we anchored near the island of Muthafushi, where 

a Grey Heron was fishing along the shore and Black-naped Terns and Brown Noddies were fishing in the surf. 

  

Our afternoon snorkel, off Kukhuludoo island, included a feeding frenzy of Powderblue and Convict 

Surgeonfish. These fish are so called because they have two sharp scalpel-like spines on their tail stocks. 

Unicornfish, which are in the same family, are also armed in this way, having four spines. Other sightings 

included Squirrelfish and Soldierfish, which have large eyes as they are nocturnal feeders and are predominately 

red or orange in colour, a Clown Triggerfish with its childrens colouring book pattern of large white spots on a 

black belly and yellow mouth, and the much larger Titan Triggerfish which can be quite aggressive if provoked, 

various Butterflyfish with their various colour combinations of yellow, black and white, including Threadfin, 

Collared, Racoon, Scrawled, Longnose and Schooling Bannerfish. A Hawksbill Turtle was seen and there were 

brief sightings of a Manta Ray. It was difficult to extract ourselves from this constantly changing marine world 

where another new creature might be hiding behind the next bit of coral!       

  

We later gathered in the lounge for our evening talk from Chas, which was a two in one talk. Firstly he gave us 

an overview of the Maldives. This string of islands is 500 miles long on its north/south axis and has an estimated 

land mass of 298 square kilometres. Most of the atolls have two or three names, partly due to the Maldivian 
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language of Dhivehi having a different script – the first letter being H/Haa. The atolls are named alphabetically 

from north to south starting with Haa Atol. B/Baa is the fifth letter – Baa Atoll being where we were anchored 

at that moment. 

 

The second part of the talk was about Dolphins, which Chas illustrated with slides: 

 

Spinner Dolphin - the commonest of the eight species seen in the Maldives and it is not entirely clear why they 

spin – perhaps to rid themselves of sucker fish (ramoras) or to communicate with others. Their long thin snout 

contains approximately 200 small teeth. They hunt at night using sonar to locate deep water fish that come up to 

the surface at night. They are normally light and dark grey in colour but when very active their bellies look pink 

because blood vessels near the surface helps them cool down. To sleep they are able to close one half of the 

brain at a time. 

 

Bottlenose Dolphin - larger than Spinners, there are two species - Indo-Pacific which are commonly found 

inshore and Common which are found offshore. 

 

Pan-tropical Spotted Dolphin - the second commonest; not obviously spotted; smallish with a pale face and dark 

saddle; associates with Yellowfin Tuna. 

 

Striped Dolphin - same size as Bottlenose; has a dark eye-to-anus stripe.   

 

Risso’s Dolphin - named after a Frenchman; can be up to eight feet long; often look grey/white around the head 

due to many scratches from fighting; tall fin; peculiar V-shaped crease from blowhole to rostrum which has 

earned them the unfortunate name of “Bumface”; often seen logging (floating in formation on the surface).  

 

Rough-toothed Dolphin – distinctive slope-headed shape; oceanic; feeds on big fish 

 

Frazer’s Dolphin – sometimes called Small-snouted or Sarawak Dolphin. Can be common in the Maldives in 

huge flocks; small compact body; dark lateral stripe. 

 

After another tasty supper we chatted about the day’s sightings, some sharing their photographs and video clips. 

Day 6 Tuesday 6th March 

Baa Atoll to Raa Atoll 

During our morning snorkel many of us watched an Octopus as it oozed its way between the coral, changing 

from purple to plum to grey as it went. We enjoyed watching it again later as Geoff had taken a short video. 

There were fleets of blue Lunar Fusiliers, and many non-fishy species such as brown blotchy Sea Cucumbers and 

various starfish including blue-black Crown-of-Thorns Starfish, pink Thick-armed Starfish and Cushion Stars. 

   

After breakfast we moved out of Baa Atoll into the open sea, heading north, and were soon enjoying the antics 

of some very active Spinner Dolphins. The adults can spin many times and it was fun watching some young ones 

try it too. We continued north and were diverted by more splashing but that came to nothing. Then Jenny 

spotted some fins in the slightly choppy sea. When we followed this up we found a small pod of Short-finned 
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Pilot Whales. We spent 45 minutes with these impressive creatures. The pod included at least one large male with 

its bulbous head and broad, almost hooked dorsal fin, but it kept its distance while others cavorted close to the 

boat and we got close views of adults with calves. There were a few Common Bottlenose Dolphins around as 

well. A lone Frigatebird overhead almost went unnoticed. We later encountered a larger pod of Pilot Whales with 

many ‘nursery groups’ of adults with calves. Also more Common Bottlenose Dolphins. 

 

We anchored that evening in Raa Atoll and snorkelled off Kukhuludhoo Island.  

 

Our evening talk was on the smaller whales which are locally called Maldivian Blackfish. Chas started with Short-

finned Pilot Whales which we had seen so well earlier in the day. The ‘short fin’ applies to the pectoral fin which 

is not always visible. The broad dorsal fin is forward of halfway along the body and they have a long strong tail 

stock. They can dive very deep but feed at night when their deep sea prey comes closer to the surface. They can 

sprint which has earned them the name “cheetahs of the sea”. 

 

Other small whales include Orca, one of the most distinctive due to its dramatic black and white colouration. 

They are wide-ranging sea mammals which feed on dolphin, tuna and the young of bigger whales. There are also 

False and Pygmy Killer Whales, and Melon-headed Whales, which are more commonly seen in the South 

Maldives. 

 

Bigger whales seen in the Maldives include Sperm Whale with its distinctive one-sided ‘blow’ due to its one 

nostril on the left-hand side of its head. Its head comprises one third of the animal and this contains sperm oil 

which serves to focus sound. They are deep sea feeders on squid. Squid contain a bony beak which the whales 

digestive system deals with by wrapping it in a waxy substance called ambergris, which they reject from either end 

of their digestive tract. Ambergris is a valuable constituent of perfumes, being a fixative, but is also sold as an 

aphrodisiac in some parts of the world. So fishermen are always on the lookout for it – even if it is covered in 

whale vomit or poo! 

  

Blue Whales are the biggest animal to have ever lived on the planet. They feed on small fish as they are a baleen 

whale. They have a tiny, by comparison, dorsal fin and are a seasonal visitor to the Maldives. There are possibly 

nine populations around the world. Bryde’s Whale is another baleen whale and has a distinctive pattern of three 

rostrum ridges and an erect, strongly sickle-shaped, dorsal fin. Eden’s Whale is a form of Bryde’s Whale. 

Day 7 Wednesday 7th March 

Raa Atoll to Baa Atoll  

We were up earlier than usual as the dhoni was taking us some distance north along the reef to look for Manta 

Rays. So there was excitement on the dhoni as we set off and we soon saw the lazy flap of Mantas Rays as they 

swam near the surface. At a suitable place, Chas primed us on Manta etiquette – don’t touch or chase and turn 

off camera flash. We got into the water as calmly as possible and soon saw Mantas swooping below us. These 

impressive and graceful creatures are balletic in their movement through the water with their mouths wide open 

to suck in the plankton soup. The two that we were watching soon moved off so we returned to the dhoni and 

moved further north.  
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A dive boat was discharging its divers over a known Manta cleaning station so Francesca was dispatched to 

check for Mantas, but we had to move further up the reef for our next manta experience. After more thrilling 

encounters we returned to the dhoni again and headed back for breakfast. The superlatives flew and Sue showed 

us her video clip. What amazing beasts!     

 

After our rather late breakfast on board the MV Theia, we moved out of Raa Atoll and we had to turn south 

again. We were soon diverted by the sight of two fishing boats which were surrounded by dolphins, jumping 

tuna and a halo of seabirds. We moved closer and spent an hour enjoying the spectacle. The dolphins were 

Spotted Dolphins; slightly smaller with white tips to their beaks. At one point they crowd around the Theia. Chas 

suggested they were wanting us to move so that they can ride the bow wave. The fisherman were catching the 

tuna with hand lines and pulling in huge fish. The dolphins rarely get caught as they can detect the hooks. The 

seabirds, including terns and shearwaters, were diving for the small fish that the tuna and dolphins were hunting. 

The Frigatebirds are ‘pirates’. They do not have waterproof feathers so, as they cannot land on water, they resort 

to mobbing the other birds so that they drop their catch and then they can swoop to pick it up. The frenzied 

activity around the boat included many spectacular leaps by the huge tuna. 

  

After lunch we had a quiet, hot afternoon. After anchoring at Mutaphishi Island it was lovely to get in the water. 

More Octopus, Lionfish and Hawksbill Turtles were seen. Also seen were many Maldivian Anenomefish, some 

with families of small ones, and the black Clarke’s Anenomefish. Large groups of Oriental Sweetlips floated 

below us, shy Collared Butterflyfish hid under the coral and Pufferfish and Boxfish were seen.   

 

Our evening talk from Chas was about tuna fishing, which has been part of Maldivian life for centuries and is an 

important economic activity in the Maldives, being one of their major exports. Most is exported to the USA and 

Japan. A popular tuna product exported to Sri Lanka is a dried form which was available at Male airport. Spotted 

Dolphins often follow tuna shoals which are a useful marker for fishermen. And there is always a following of 

seabirds, as we had seen earlier, to pick up the small fish that are driven to the surface. Tuna are line caught with 

special unbarbed hooks which facilitates an easy release of the fish when they are flicked on board the boat. The 

Skipjack Tuna is a revered fish – its real name is not spoken because of local myths about its origins. It is 

associated with its following of Lesser Noddies. 

     

In other parts of the Indian Ocean and around the world, tuna are caught by gill nets where there is an appalling 

bycatch of approximately 60,000 small cetaceans and other creatures such as sharks and turtles. In the Pacific 

Ocean where purse seine nets are used, a similar tragedy occurs. Chas is working on this issue with many marine 

and fishing organisations around the world. He finished his talk by urging us to always buy tuna that is caught by 

pole and line.  

Day 8 Thursday 8th March 

Baa Atoll to North Ari Atoll 

We started the day with another early snorkel off the nearby Elhoudoo Island. It was a broad shallow reef and 

very productive in its wide variety of fish and other creatures. Some rays are seen in the sandy patches between 

the coral stacks. Ken and Debbie reach the shore and enjoy a walk along the white coral sand beach. Pat D and 

Geoff had chosen to explore another nearby island where Pat encountered many crabs and Hermit crabs. We 

should have swapped Desert Island Discs choices over breakfast!  
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We then had a long open sea traverse between Baa Atoll and North Ari Atoll. The sea was a bit choppy and the 

many ‘white horses’ were distracting, but we had a productive day seeing many cetaceans. Firstly we saw Risso’s 

Dolphins, then a large group of Short-finned Pilot Whales, a small group of Common Bottlenose Dolphins and 

we finished the day with a large group of Indo-Pacific Bottlenose Dolphins.  

 

Our evening snorkel was in Gangehi Lagoon in North Ari Atoll. Some had a close encounter with a very tolerant 

Hawksbill Turtle. Others saw Scorpionfish which are cleverly disguised to blend in with the coral, and small 

fleets of slim Trumpetfish. We were now very familiar with many of the fish but it was still a pleasure to see 

them so close and there was always the possibility of a Reef Shark, a Moray or a Ray. 

 

Our evening talk was about the monsoon and how it influenced the wildlife. There are two monsoon seasons in 

the Maldives. During May to October the winds and current are coming from the south-west, and during 

December to March this is reversed. So the wildlife adapts to this, either feeding or nesting where it is more 

advantageous. Where plant plankton is richest, animal plankton will feast and the food chain continues with 

small fish providing food for bigger fish and so on up the food chain to bigger fish and whales. This can make 

for difficulties in preserving islands for nesting birds for example, as they may not consistently nest on the same 

islands.     

Day 9 Friday 9th March 

North Ari Atoll to North Male Atoll 

We started the day with our usual early snorkel. There were a few dolphins around, but they did not come close. 

We enjoyed our time in the water knowing that we only had one more snorkel to go. Francesca took Paul off for 

a dive and we glimpsed them below us exploring the deeper part of the reef. 

  

After breakfast the boat headed east and in the late morning we moored in Rasdhoo Atoll for our final snorkel 

off Kuramathi Island. Sadly we then had to head towards North Male Atoll for our final berth near the airport. 

The reality of other boats in the busy harbour and planes overhead was a bit sobering, but we all had so many 

amazing memories of our week on the MV Theia. 

  

The topic for Chas’s talk that evening was corals. We had spent so much of our week exploring this unique 

marine habitat, searching for the many creatures that it shelters and nurtures, probably without much thought for 

the structure itself! It is a unique combination of animal, vegetable and mineral and is the base structure for the 

whole of the Maldives. We had been aware of the damaged state of some of the reef. This was due to a major 

bleaching in 2016 when an El Nino event raised the water temperature by 2°C. Under stress, corals expel their 

algae. Seaweed then colonises the structures but this is often grazed off by the fish. Parrotfish are important 

grazers as they eat and then expel the coral as sand so really the islands are mounds of Parrotfish poo! They are a 

protected species in the Maldives. Chas then moved on to show a fascinating film of his trip to Bali and 

Komodo. Pat T had been with Chas on this trip last year and was thrilled to recognise many of the scenes and 

creatures, and it made many of us add it to our wish list.  
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Day 10 Saturday 10th March 

Leave MV Theia – return to the UK  

So time to say goodbye! We all loaded into the dhoni for the last time. Those returning to the UK were envious 

of those extending their stay – as they set off for their water taxis still in shorts and T-shirts, which had been 

derigeur for us all for our wonderful week on MV Theia.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

Group Photo 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Cetaceans (=recorded but not counted) 

      March 

  Scientific name Common name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1 Killer Whale Orcinus orca     6 +           

2 Spinner Dolphin Stenella longirostris         45       

3 
Indo-Pacific Bottlenose 
Dolphin 

Tursiops aduncus   6 8   200   12 10 

4 Common Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus         20 +   100 +   

5 Pan-tropical Spotted Dolphin Stenella attenuata           200 +     

6 Risso’s Dolphin Grampus griseus       100 +     6 +   

7 Short-finned Pilot Whale Globicephala macrorhynchus         10 +   15 +   

 Birds                   

1 Tropical Shearwater  Puffinus bailloni               

2 Striated Heron  Butorides striata             

3 Indian Pond Heron  Ardeola grayii                

4 Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus                 

5 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea           

6 Lesser Frigatebird  Fregata ariel              

7 White-breasted Waterhen  Amaurornis phoenicurus                

8 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos              

9 Brown Noddy  Anous stolidus           

10 Lesser Noddy  Anous tenuirostris               

11 Swift (Great Crested) Tern  Thalasseus bergii              

12 Lesser Crested Tern  Thalasseus bengalensis            

13 Saunders's Tern  Sternula saundersi               

14 Black-naped Tern  Sterna sumatrana           

15 Crimson Rosella Platycercus elegans               

16 Asian Koel  Eudynamys scolopaceus           

17 Maldivian House Crow Corvus splendens maledivicus            

 Other Taxa                   

1 Fruit Bat 
Pteropus giganteus ssp 
maldivarum 

            

2 Hawksbill Turtle Eretmochelys imbricata          

3 Olive-Ridley Turtle Lepidochelys olivacea                

4 Common Spiny Lizard Coletes versicolor               

5 Ghost Crab species Ocypodinae spp               

6 Swimming Crab species Portunidae spp               

7 Hermit Crab species                  

Short-finned Pilot Whales by Pat Dean 
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Fish 

  Common name Scientific name Notes 

    

1 Black-tipped Reef Shark Carcharinus melanopterus Seen frequently 

2 White-tipped Reef Shark Triaenodon obesus Seen occasionally 

3 Nurse Shark Nebrius ferrugineus Large one seen on first snorkel 

4 Black-blotched Stingray Taeniura meyeni One seen 

5 Manta Ray Manta alfredi (formerly birostris)  Many seen from boat, swam with small group 

6 Spotted Eagle Ray Aetobatus narinari Seen occasionally 

7 Feathertail Stingray/Cowtail Stingray Pastinachus sephen One seen 

8 Zebra Moray Gymnomuraena zebra One seen hiding in the coral! 

9 Fringe-lip Mullet  Oedalechilus labiosus Seen in harbour at Bandos 

10 Reef Lizardfish  Synodus variegatus Seen occasionally 

11 Needlefish Tylosaurus crocodilus     “ 

12 Splendid Soldierfish Myripristis botche   “ 

13 Blotcheye Soldierfish Myripristis murdjan     “ 

14 White-tail Squirrelfish  Sargocentron caudimaculatum     “ 

15 Sabre Squirrelfish Sargocentron spiniferum Seen regularly 

16 Spotfin Lionfish  Pterois antennata Seen occasionally 

17 White-line Lionfish Pterois radiata       “ 

18 Smallscale Scorpionfish  Sebastapistes oxycephala       “ 

19 Black-saddle Coral Grouper  Plectropomus laevis       “ 

20 Peacock Rock Cod  Cephalopholis argus Seen regularly 

21 Lunar-tailed Grouper/Yellow-edged Lyretail  Variola louti Seen on last snorkel 

22 Four Saddle Grouper Epinephelus spiloticeps Seen occasionally 

23 Orange Anthias Pseudanthius squamipennis Small fish seen in groups close to reef 

24 Bluefin Jack  Caranx melampygus Seen occasionally 

25 Striped Remora (Slender Suckerfish) Echeneis naucrates Cleaner fish – seen regularly 

26 Kashmir Snapper Lutjianus kasmira Yellow stripes, seen in large shoals 

27 Two-spot Red Snapper Lutjianus bohar Seen regularly 

28 Lunar Fusilier  Caesio lunaris Blue, seen in large shoals 

29 Yellow-back Fusilier  Caesio xanthonota Seen regularly 

30 Neon Fusilier Pterocaesio tile       “ 
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  Common name Scientific name Notes 

    

31 Oriental Sweetlips  Plectorhinchus orientalis Seen regularly, black/white horizontal stripes, yellow fins 

32 Yellowfin Goatfish Mulloidichthys vanicolensis Seen regularly 

33 Yellow-saddle Goatfish  Parupensis cyclostomus   “ 

34 Dash-dot Goatfish Parupeneus barberinus Seen occasionally 

35 Threadfin Butterflyfish Chaetodon auriga Seen regularly 

36 Collared Butterflyfish Chaetodon collare       “  ,  white collar, brownish with orange tail 

37 Racoon Butterflyfish  Chaetodon lunula Seen occasionally 

38 Long-nose Butterflyfish  Forcipiger flavissimus Seen regularly 

39 Reef Bannerfish Heniochus acuminatus       “ 

40 Indian Bannerfish  Heniochus pleurotinia       “ 

41 Schooling Bannerfish  Heniochus diphreutus Seen in large ‘schools’ 

42 Blackfoot or Maldive Anemonefish  Amphipron nigripes Seen regularly, in families,  

43 Clark’s Anemonefish  Amphipron clarkii Seen occasionally 

44 Sergeant Major  Abudefduf vaigiensis Seen regularly 

45 Blue-green Chromis Chromis viridis Seen regularly in small shoals close to the coral 

46 Humbug Dascyllus Dascyllus aruanus Seen regularly, black/white vertical stripes 

47 Neon Damselfish  Pomacentris caeruleus Seen regularly, brilliant blue 

48 Bird Wrasse  Gomphosus caeruleus Seen occasionally 

49 Variegated Wrasse  Coris batuensis       “ 

50 Checkerboard Wrasse  Halichoerus hortulanus       “ 

51 Fivestripe Wrasse Thalassoma quinquevittatum Seen regularly 

52 Cleaner Wrasse  Labroides dimidiatus Seen regularly 

53 Barred Thicklip Wrasse Hemigymnus fasciatus Seen occasionally 

54 Blackeye Thicklip Wrasse Hemigymnus melapterus Seen occasionally 

55 Bicolour Parrotfish  Cetoscarus bicolor Various Parrotfish seen 

56 Roundhead Parrotfish  Chlorurus strongylocephalus       “ 

57 Bullethead Parrotfish Chlorurus sordidus       “ 

58 Bridled Parrotfish Scarus frenatus       “ 

59 Dusky Parrotfish  Scarus niger       “ 

60 Greencheek Parrotfish Scarus prasiognathus       “ 

61 Eclipse Parrotfish Scarus russelii       “ 

62 Yellowbar Parrotfish Scarus scaber       “ 
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  Common name Scientific name Notes 

    

63 Maldivian Sandperch Parapercis signata Seen occasionally 

64 Starry Rabbitfish  Siganus stellatus       “ 

65 Moorish Idol  Zanclus cornutus Seen regularly, black/white, lond dorsal fin 

66 Powder-blue Surgeonfish  Acanthurus leucosternon Seen frequently, sometimes in large shoals, bright blue, yellow dorsal fin  

67 Lined Surgeonfish  Acanthurus lineatus Seen occasionally 

68 Palette Surgeonfish Paracanthurus hepatus       “  , ‘Dory’ from ‘Finding Nemo’!  

69 Convict Surgeonfish Acanthurus triostegus Seen regularly in large shoals, pale yellow with black vertical stripes 

70 Orange-spine Unicornfish  Naso lituratus Seen occasionally 

71 Spotted Unicornfish  Naso brevirostris Seen regularly 

72 Yellowfin Tuna Thunnus albacares Seen being fished! 

73 Flying Fish Exocetus spp Seen occasionally 

74 Clown Triggerfish  Balistapus conspicullum       “  , large white spots on black belly, yellow lips 

75 Orange-Striped Triggerfish  Balistapus undulatus Seen occasionally 

76 Titan Triggerfish  Balistapus viridescens       “  , large fish, olive green/black 

77 Red-toothed Triggerfish  Odonus niger Seen regularly, deep blue 

78 Indian Triggerfish  Melichthys indicus       “ 

79 Black or Spotted  Boxfish  Ostracion meleagris Seen occasionally 

80 Guineafowl Pufferfish Arothron meleagris       “ 

81 Blotched Porcupinefish Diodon liturosus       “ 

  

 

  

 

Risso’s Dolphins logging by Jenny Willsher Powderblue Surgeonfish and Moorish Idol by Jenny Willsher Pilot Whales logging by Pat Dean 
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