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Tour Report Borneo's Orang-utans

Tour Leaders: Chris Kehoe  (Naturetrek Leader)
Hazwan (Local Guide)
Participants: Anne Donaldson

Patricia Annesley
Mark Henley
Trudi Bilke
Bryan Chinn
Linda Chinn
Brian Toal
Corinne Toal
Angela Viney
Peter Viney
Steve Baily
Manda Regan
Colin Johnson
Jean Johnson
Colin Barber
Helen Barber

Day 1 Friday 9th September

Outbound to Kuala Lumpur

Apart from Manda and Steve who were travelling from Australia and joining the group in Kuala Lumpur,
everyone caught a midday Malyasian Airlines flight from London Heathrow to Kuala Lumpur, a journey of
about 12 hours.

Day 2 Saturday 10th September
Outbound to Sandakan via Kuala Lumpur and Kota Kinabalu

Weather: fine, hot and sticky at Sepilok

After arrival in Kuala Lumpur there was a short wait before boarding an onward connection to Kota Kinabalu,
the capital of Sabah, where, after another short wait, the final flight of the long journey delivered everyone to
Sandakan on time at 1440 (local). Local guide Hazwan and I met the group as they exited the arrivals area and we
soon set off on the 40 minutes drive to Sepilok Nature Resort, a comfortable lodge adjacent to the famous
Sepilok Orang-utan Rehabiltation Centre, for a two night stay. On arrival at the lodge there was a little time to
freshen up before an optional stroll around the grounds for an hour or so before dusk to see any birds or

mammals that were about.
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Highlights this evening included some fine views of Red Giant Flying Squirrels behind our rooms, a Plantain
Squirrel and birds including Black and Oriental Pied Hornbills, Copper-throated Sunbird, White-breasted
Waterhens and Green Imperial Pigeons. After a buffet dinner nobody kept late hours after the long journey.

Early risers gathered at the lodge veranda at 0600 and were treated to fine views of a Rhinoceros Hornbill eating
figs in a tree right above us as both Stork-billed and Blue-eared Kingfishers performed on the lodge pond. A
short walk nearby produced a vatiety of Sunbirds and Flowerpeckers and our first Prevost's Squitrel while a

White-bellied Woodpecker put on a good show just before we returned for breakfast at 0730.

At 0900 we walked the short distance to Sepilok Orang-utan Rehabilitation Centre where the stroll to the feeding
platform was enlivened by the sight of a slumbering Wagler's Pit Viper. At the platform we had a lengthy wait
but eventually an Orang-utan appeared and those who lingered longest saw two more. Back at the visitor centre
one of the Orang-utans put on a good show as it clambered about in a large bamboo and did roll-overs along the

roofl

Back at the lodge there was time to freshen up before lunch and at 14.00 we returned to the Rehabilitation
Centre for the afternoon feeding via a stop to photograph some showy Pig-tailed Macaques and a single Long-
tailed Macaque in the car park and a surprise Red Giant Flying Squirrel en route to the feeding platform. At the
platform two Orang-utans showed up for a handout of bananas and lingered for ages. Most of the group opted
to do a dusk walk back at the feeding platform area where Red Giant Flying Squitrels put on a good show.

Almost everyone joined a 06.00 excursion to the nearby Rainforest Discovery Centre where we took up
positions on the sturdy canopy walkway there and watched the forest wake up. Birds seen during our 90 minute
stay included Black-and-yellow Broadbill, White-bellied Erpornis, Velvet-fronted Nuthatches, Green loras and
Fiery Minivets while mammal highlights were several Prevost's Squirrels and a spectacularly diminutive Plain

Pygmy Squirrel.

Back at the resort there was time for a leisurely breakfast and packing while Jean opted for a return visit to the
Orang-utans and succeeded in seeing five individuals including a mature male and a mother and baby. Others
spent some time exploring the hotel grounds before we loaded the bus and set off to nearby Sandakan at 11.00.
Forty minutes later we were settling down for an early buffet lunch at the Sandakan Hotel and some took the
opportunity to briefly explore the town before we made our way to a nearby jetty at 13.00. Two powerful
motorboats were waiting to transport us to our next base at Sukau Rainforest Lodge and as we had them to

ourselves the decision was made to travel at a leisurely pace and stop to look at anything of interest en route.




Highlights before we arrived at our character-full riverside lodge at 14.45 included a few troops of Proboscis
Monkeys, White-bellied Sea Eagles and Oriental Darters plus several other birds. Once at the lodge we had time
to settle in before darkness fell. Dinner at 19.00 preceded an hour-long night cruise at 20.15 which produced
excellent views of several roosting birds such as Blue-cared and Stork-billed Kingfishers, several large Water
Monitors and a brief saltwater crocodile. As we returned to the lodge jetty a Buffy Fish Owl showed well in the
spotlight.

Our day began with a knock on the door at 05.30 and tea or coffee and toast before we set off in three
motorised canoes at shortly after 06.00. Travelling a short distance downstream we then turned in to the quiet
Menangol Tributary were we switched to electric motors and spent the next couple of hours slowly and quietly
exploring this pleasant backwater. Several troops of Proboscis Monkeys marked our progress along with a few
Long-tailed Macaques while birds included Lesser Fish Eagle, Malaysian Blue Flycatchers, a brief Blue-headed

Pitta and several Long-tailed Parakeets.

Back at the lodge we ate a hearty breakfast overlooking the river. The rest of the morning was free to relax or to
explore the short boardwalk through the forest behind the lodge where birds of interest included Buff-necked
Woodpeckers, Black-and-red Broadbills and Chestnut-winged Babblers and some saw a couple of Plain Pygmy

Squirrels.

After lunch we set off at 14.30 on the short river journey to Sukau Village where our bus was waiting to
transport us to Gomantong Caves, 40 minutes away. Stopping about one kilometre short of the visitor centre we
took a slow stroll along the road through rich rainforest and were rewarded with views of Long-billed
Spiderhunter, Bronzed Drongo, Dark-hooded Oriole and a few more bit and pieces. Everyone opted to join
Hazwan on an exploration of the cave made famous by David Attenborough and our visit coincided with
Swiftlet nest collection so that we were able to observe this rather perilous activity. Back near the bus, where a
troop of Maroon Langurs put on a good show, we waited for the sun to drop behind the large limestone outcrop
and shortly afterward countless Wrinkle-lipped Bats began to emerge from a high exit point in a long ribbon
before forming into tight balls as a defence against avian predators that tonight included three Bat Hawks, a
couple of Brahminy Kites and a brief Peregrine. We were back at our lodge in time to shower and change before

dinnet.

A final dawn cruise began at 06.00 and we headed upstream along the main channel of the Sungai Kinabatangan
where once gain we enjoyed several views of troops of Proboscis Monkeys and a few Long-tailed and Pig-tailed

Macaques.




The chief highlight this morning however was three encounters with the rare Storm's Stork while other birds

included a Lesser Adjutant Stork, Wrinkled, Black, Rhinoceros and, for one boat, White-crowned Hornbills.

Back at the lodge we finished packing and sat down for breakfast before making our way back to Sukau Village
and the waiting bus at 09.30. A couple of hours later we arrived in Lahad Datu and ate a buffet lunch at the
Executive Hotel before transferring the short distance to the offices of Borneo Rainforest Lodge where we
competed a few formalities before transferring into four waiting vehicles that were to transfer us to the lodge in
the remote Danum Valley. As the logging track to Danum Valley had recently been improved we made good
progress and even with a 15 minute comfort break we arrived at the excellent lodge by 16.00 for a four night
stay. After a short briefing we made our way to our comfortable rooms to settle in, most of the group later
gathered on the lodge veranda for sundowners or to watch a delightful Whiskered Treeswift that posed for the
scope. After dinner at 19.00 an hour long night drive in the lodge truck produced Thomas's and Red Giant

Flying Squitrels plus a Pentail Treeshrew and a Sambar Deer.

A pre-breakfast stroll along the lodge Access Road gave those who wanted to the chance to have a look at the
impressive canopy walkway where three Bornean Bristleheads and other birds were seen while nearby a Crested

Jay and a couple of Raffle's Malkohas showed well.

After breakfast most of the group accompanied local guides Vivian and Lyster on a quest for Orang-utans on the
Jacuzzi Pool and Segama Trails and returned tired but happy at lunch having seen three Orang-utans and couple
of Bornean Gibbons. Those of a birdier disposition concentrated on the Hornbill Trail and Jacuzzi Pool area
where Asian Paradise Flycatcher, vatious Babblers and Bulbuls and showy pair of Diard's Trogons were the
highlights along with an uncharacteristically obliging Chestnut-naped Forktail. During lunch we watched a small

troop of Maroon Langurs in a nearby tree.

Evening walks took us to the Segama or Jacuzzi Pool Trails but apart from a brief Orang-utan at the latter and a
few Hornbills in a fruiting tree it was rather quiet. At 18.45 an hour long dusk drive commenced and by the time
we returned for dinner an hour later we'd seen a Colugo and a Malay Civet, a Brown Wood Owl plus a few other

bits and pieces.

Our day began once again with a walk along the Access Road and once more produced a small group of Bornean
Bristleheads near the canopy walkway plus Fluffy-backed Tit Babblers, a Banded Kingfisher, a Banded Broadbill

and others including some showy Red-throated Sunbirds in a flowering tree.
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After breakfast we explored various trails and the canopy walkway seeing three Bornean Gibbons, four Orang-
utans and a couple of Giant Squitrels while birds included Asian Fairy Bluebirds, a Wallace's Hawk-eagle, two

roosting Brown Wood Owls and a good selection of Babblers and others.

Our evening walk took us either to the Hornbill Trail, where it was rather quiet apart from a couple of Giant
Squirrels, or to the Jacuzzi Pool where a male Orang-utan put on a good show and the Chestnut-naped Forktail
continued to perform well. An hour long night walk after dinner produced a host of invertebrates and arachnids,

Bornean Horned Frogs and a Common Palm Civet

Day 9 Saturday 17th September
Danum Valley

Weather: fine in the morning with steady rain in the afternoon until early evening, hot and
sticky

Once again most of us concentrated on the Access Road before breakfast with rewards in the shape of several
Raffles's Malkohas and a couple of Chestnut-breasted Malkohas. Four people opted for a more strenuous
morning jaunt that took them up to the viewpoint high above the lodge with packed breakfast and were

rewarded with fine views and a couple of Bornean Gibbons.

After breakfast most opted to relax, especially as we had been upgraded to deluxe rooms complete with river
views and hot tubs, but the appearance of a very obliging adult male Orang-utan on the Nature Trail tempted

some out and fantastic views were enjoyed with Short-tailed and Black-capped Babblers as a bonus.

Rain curtailed plans for an evening excursion but it was dry by the time of our night drive which produced

highlights in the shape of three Malay Civets, a Common Palm Civet and a Common Porcupine

Day 10 Sunday 18th September
Danum Valley; inbound to Kuala Lumpur via Kota Kinabalu

Weather: fine, hot and sticky

After a leisurely breakfast and some final packing we set off back to Lahad Datu, a journey of a little under three
hours. On arrival at the airport we checked-in and ate our packed lunches. The flight to Kota Kinabalu left on
time and arrived 40 minutes later. Apart from Brian and Corinne who were staying on in Sabah for a few days
and Colin and Helen who were off to Singapore the next day everyone had a short wait before the onward

connection to Kuala Lumpur and the final leg of the return journey to London.

Day 11 Monday 19th September

Inbound continued

The Malaysian Airlines flight from Kuala Lumpur to London arrived around 06.00 and everyone made their way

home.
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Borneo's Orang-utans

Tour Report

Species Lists

Birds (h = heard only; ? = uncertain of species seen; E = endemic)

September

Common name Scientific name 10 | 11 | 12 13 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18
1 Chestnut-necklaced Partridge Arborophila charltonii
2 Crested Fireback Lophura ignita
3 Storm's Stork Ciconia stormi
4 Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus
5 Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus 10
6 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea
7 Eastern Great Egret Ardea modesta 20
8 Little Egret Egretta garzetta 6 10
9 Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster 3
10 Bat Hawk Macheiramphus alcinus 3
11 Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus 2
12 White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster 1 1 2 1
13 Lesser Fish Eagle Icthyophaga humilis 1
14 Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela h 1
15 Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus 1
16 Black Eagle Ictinaetus malayensis 2
17 Wallace's Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus nanus 1
18 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 1
19 White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus 2 1
20 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 1 1
21 Spotted Dove Spilopelia chinensis 2 10 4 10
22 Common Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica h
23 Zebra Dove (l) Geopelia striata 1
24 Little Green Pigeon Treron olax 1 1
25 Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula aenea 4 1 6 4 4 2
26 Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot Loriculus galgulus 10 | 10 h h h h 2 h
27 Long-tailed Parakeet Psittacula longicauda H 30 | 10 10
28 Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis 1 h
29 Raffles's Malkoha Rhinortha chlorophaea 3 2 10
30 Chestnut-breasted Malkoha Phaenicophaeus curvirostris 3
31 Black-bellied Malkoha Phaenicophaeus diardi 1
32 Violet Cuckoo Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus h h h 2 h
33 Banded Bay Cuckoo Cacomantis sonneratii h h
34 Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus h h h h
35 Indian Cuckoo Cuculus micropterus h
36 Sunda Scops Owl Otus lempiji h
37 Buffy Fish Owl Ketupa ketupu 1 1
38 Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica 1 2
39 Grey-rumped Treeswift Hemiprocne longipennis 4 10 10 | 10 4
40 Whiskered Treeswift Hemiprocne comata 1 2 6 4 4
41 Glossy Swiftlet Collocalia esculenta Sev | sev | sev | sev | sev | sev | sev | sev | sev
42 Mossy-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus salangana ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
43 Black-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus maximus ? ?
44 Edible-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus fuciphagus ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
45 Silver-rumped Spinetail Rhaphidura leucopygialis 10 4 4 10 10 | 20
46 Red-naped Trogon Harpactes kasumba 1
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September

Common name Scientific name 10 | 11 | 12 13 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18
a7 Diard's Trogon Harpactes diardii 2 1
48 Scarlet-rumped Trogon Harpactes duvaucelii 1
49 Oriental Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis 1 1 1 2
50 Banded Kingfisher Lacedo pulchella
51 Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis h 1 3 2 2 1 h 1 h
52 Blue-banded Kingfisher Alcedo euryzona
53 Blue-eared Kingfisher Alcedo meninting h 1 6 4 2
54 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
55 Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher Ceyx erithaca 2 1
56 Red-bearded Bee-Eater Nyctyornis amictus 1
57 Blue-throated Bee-Eater Merops viridis 4 10 | 10 10 4 4
58 Bushy-crested Hornbill Anorrhinus galeritus 4 8 10 4
59 Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris 4 6 10 h 4
60 Black Hornbill Anthracoceros malayanus 10 6 6 2 2 2 1
61 Rhinoceros Hornbill Buceros rhinoceros h 2 2 2 2 4 2 h
62 Helmeted Hornbill Rhinoplax vigil 1 h
63 White-crowned Hornbill Berenicornis comatus 1
64 Wrinkled Hornbill Aceros corrugatus 4
65 Golden-whiskered Barbet Megalaima chrysopogon h 1
66 Red-throated Barbet Megalaima mystacophanos h h h 1
67 Yellow-crowned Barbet Megalaima henricii h h h
68 Blue-eared Barbet Megalaima australis h h h h h
69 Brown Barbet Caloramphus fuliginosus 1 1
70 Rufous Piculet Sasia abnormis 1 1
71 Grey-and-buff Woodpecker Hemicircus concretus 1
72 White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis 1
73 Buff-rumped Woodpecker Meiglyptes tristis 1
74 Buff-necked Woodpecker Meiglyptes tukki 3
75 Black-and-red Broadbill Cymbirhynchus macrorhynchos
76 Banded Broadbill Eurylaimus javanicus
77 Black-and-yellow Broadbill Eurylaimus ochromalus h 1 h
78 Blue-headed Pitta E Hydrornis baudii 1
79 Black-crowned Pitta E Erythropitta ussheri h h
80 Hooded Pitta Pitta sordida h h
81 Black-winged Flycatcher-Shrike | Hemipus hirundinaceus 1
82 Large Woodshrike Tephrodornis virgatus
83 Bornean Bristlehead E Pityriasis gymnocephala 3 3
84 | White-breasted Woodswallow Artamus leucorynchus 2
85 Common lora Aegithina tiphia 1
86 Green lora Aegithina viridissima 2 8
87 Fiery Minivet Pericrocotus igneus 4
88 White-bellied Erpornis Erpornis zantholeuca 1
89 Dark-throated Oriole Oriolus xanthonotus 1 1
90 Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus 1
91 Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus h
92 Pied Fantall Rhipidura javanica 4 4 4 2 2 1
93 Spotted Fantail Rhipidura perlata 1
94 Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea 1
95 Asian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi 2
96 Crested Jay Platylophus galericulatus 1 1
97 Black Magpie Platysmurus leucopterus 2
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Borneo's Orang-utans

Tour Report

September

Common name Scientific name 10 | 11 | 12 13 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18
98 Slender-billed Crow Corvus enca 1 6 4 4 2 h h
99 Puff-backed Bulbul Pycnonotus eutilotus
100 | Yellow-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus goiavier 10 10 10 1
101 | Olive-winged Bulbul Pycnonotus plumosus 4 2
102 | Asian Red-eyed Bulbul Pycnonotus brunneus 2 4 4
103 | Spectacled Bulbul Pycnonotus erythropthalmos 1 6 4 10
104 | Yellow-bellied Bulbul Alophoixus phaeocephalus 1 2
105 | Hairy-backed Bulbul Tricholestes criniger 8
106 | Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 10 200 30 2
107 | Pacific Swallow Hirundo tahitica 2 10 6 10 10 | 10 | 10 | 10 | 10
108 | Yellow-bellied Prinia Prinia flaviventris 1
109 | Dark-necked Tailorbird Orthotomus atrogularis
110 | Rufous-tailed Tailorbird Orthotomus sericeus 2 6 1
111 | Ashy Tailorbird Orthotomus ruficeps 2 4 4 6
112 | Chestnut-rumped Babbler Stachyris maculata
113 | Black-throated Babbler Stachyris nigricollis h
114 | Chestnut-winged Babbler Stachyris erythroptera h
115 | Bold-striped Tit-Babbler Macronus bornensis h 1 h 2 2 2 4 h
116 | Fluffy-backed Tit-Babbler Macronus ptilosus 1
117 | Brown Fulvetta Alcippe brunneicauda 6
118 | Bornean Wren-Babbler E Ptilocichla leucogrammica h
119 | Horsfield's Babbler Malacocincla sepiaria 2 3
120 | Short-tailed Babbler Malacocincla malaccensis 1
121 | Sooty-capped Babbler Malacopteron affine h h 4
122 | Scaly-crowned Babbler Malacopteron cinereum h 10
123 | Rufous-crowned Babbler Malacopteron magnum 2
124 | White-chested Babbler Trichastoma rostratum h h h
125 | Ferruginous Babbler Trichastoma bicolor h h h
126 | Striped Wren-Babbler Kenopia striata h
127 | Black-capped Babbler Pellorneum capistratum h h
128 | Asian Fairy-Bluebird Irena puella
129 | Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis 2
130 | Asian Glossy Starling Aplonis panayensis 4 10 | 40 sev sev
131 | Javan Myna (1) Acridotheres javanicus 4
132 | Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis
133 | White-crowned Shama E Copsychus stricklandii h 4
134 | Chestnut-naped Forktail Enicurus ruficapillus 1
135 | Dark-sided Flycatcher Muscicapa sibirica
136 | Bornean Blue Flycatcher E Cyornis superbus h
137 | Malaysian Blue Flycatcher Cyornis turcosus 2 1 1
138 | Greater Green Leafbird Chloropsis sonnerati 3
139 | Lesser Green Leafbird Chloropsis cyanopogon 6 10
140 | Yellow-breasted Flowerpecker Prionochilus maculatus 1
141 | Orange-bellied Flowerpecker Dicaeum trigonostigma 4 1
142 | Ruby-cheeked Sunbird Chalcoparia singalensis 3 2
143 | Plain Sunbird Anthreptes simplex
144 | Brown-throated Sunbird Anthreptes malacensis 4 10 | 10
145 | Red-throated Sunbird Anthreptes rhodolaemus 4 1
146 | Purple-naped Sunbird Hypogramma hypogrammicum 1
147 | Copper-throated Sunbird Leptocoma calcostetha 2 1 2
148 | Olive-backed Sunbird Cinnyris jugularis 2
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September

Common name Scientific name 10 | 11 | 12 13 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18
149 | Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja 2 2 1
150 | Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostra 3 3 4 2
151 | Long-billed Spiderhunter Arachnothera robusta
152 | Spectacled Spiderhunter Arachnothera flavigaster
153 | Bornean Spiderhunter E Arachnothera everetti 2
154 | Eurasian Tree Sparrow (1) Passer montanus 4 4 | sev 2 sev
155 | Dusky Munia E Lonchura fuscans 20 6 2 20 | 10
156 | Chestnut Munia Lonchura atricapilla 4 8 10 1
Mammals
1 Pentail Treeshrew Ptilocercus lowii
2 Colugo Cynocephalus variegatus
3 Wrinkle-lipped Bat Tadarida plicata 000's
4 Maroon Langur E Presbytis rubicunda 1 10 10 4 6 2
5 Proboscis Monkey E Nasalis larvatus
6 Long-tailed Macaque Macaca fascicularis 1 10 20 10 | 10 | 10 4 4
7 Pig-tailed Macaque Macaca nemestrina 10
8 Bornean Gibbon E Hylobates muelleri h h h h 3 h
9 Bornean Orang Utan E Pongo pygmaeus 5f 5f 4 3
10 Giant Squirrel Ratufa affinis 2
11 Prevost's Squirrel Callosciurus prevosti 4 10 2 6 6 8 4 4
12 Plantain Squirrel Callosciurus notatus 1 8 1
13 Horse-tailed Squirrel Sundasciurus hippurus
14 Plain Pygmy Squirrel Exilisciurus exilis 1 2 2 2 1
15 Thomas's Flying Squirrel Aeronys thomasi
16 Red Giant Flying Squirrel Petaurista petaurista 4 8 1 1 1
17 Common Porcupine Hystrix brachyura 1
18 Malay Civet Viverra tangalunga 1 1 2
19 Common Palm Civet Paradoxorus hermaphroditus 2
20 Bearded Pig Sus barbatus 2
21 Greater Mouse Deer Tragulus napu 1
22 Sambar Cervus unicolor 3 1

Receive our e-newsletter

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates,

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up.

Naturetrek Facebook

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.

Setting up a personal profile at www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is

now live; do please pay us a visit!
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