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Tour leaders: Chris Kehoe (Naturetrek)
Osman (Borneo Ecotours)
Wang Kong (Danum Valley)

Tour participants: Sheelagh La Trobe
Peter La Trobe
Roger Stansfield
Matt Moser
Jack Cooper
Mary Wood
Chris Wood
Malcolm Paul

Day 0-1 Sunday 1st – Saturday 2nd October

Outbound from UK via Kulaur Lumpur and Kota Kinabalu; Mt. Kinabalu NP

Weather: Mostly dry and quite bright after arrival in Sabah, warm at the coast but cool in the mountains

Air Malaysia flights from London and Kuala Lumpur ran on time and the group was met by Osman, our local
guide, and myself on arrival at Kota Kinabalu International Airport soon after noon on 2nd October. Lunch was
at a Chinese restaurant in the nearby city before we made the two hour journey to the Fairy Garden Resort, just
outside Mt. Kinabalu NP, our base for the next six nights. With a little light left there was just time for a first
foray into the National Park where a couple of Pygmy Blue Flycatchers, a Snowy-browed Flycatcher and several
Grey-throated Babblers and Bornean Treepies got our bird list properly off the mark after a few species had
been seen earlier from the bus. Back at the Fairy Garden we were treated to the first of several excellent banquet
meals before retiring to bed for a well-earned rest.

Day 2 Monday 3rd October

Mt. Kinabalu NP

Weather: Dry, quite cool and breezy

At 05.45 we were on our way into nearby Kinabalu NP in the pre-dawn and soon enjoying a good selection of
the local birdlife including several Indigo Flycatchers and White-throated Fantails, numerous Ashy Drongos, a
couple of Sunda Cuckooshrikes, Black-and-crimson Orioles and a pair of unusually showy Temminck's
Babblers. An Orange-headed Thrush (quite a rarity here) was a surprise along the road while both Sunda and
Chestnut-headed Laughing Thrushes and the much scarcer Bare-headed Laughing Thrush were seen, as was an
Eye-browed Jungle Flycatcher. The non-avian highlight before breakfast was undoubtedly a superb Whitehead's
Pygmy Squirrel. Breakfast at the visitor centre veranda was punctuated by the appearance of our first Black-sided
Flowerpeckers while smart Temminck's Sunbirds vied for our attention with Black-capped White-eyes in the
flowering bushes.
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After breakfast we took a leisurely stroll up the Pandanus Trail and then north onto the Kiau View Trail before
returning to the road and lunch back at the visitor centre. A large feeding flock on the Pandanus Trail contained
all three Laughing-thrush species again with the Bare-headeds even posing briefly for the scope. Mountain Leaf
and Yellow-breasted Warblers were both seen, as was our first Checker-throated Woodpecker. The Kiau View
Trail was less productive in somewhat blustery conditions but did finally provide us with our first Sunda Bush
Warbler.

An extended lunch break at the visitors centre allowed some of the group to catch forty winks while others saw
White-crowned Forktails of the highland race on a nearby stream and a decent selection of the local small b irds
came and went from the flowering plants. A walk down the power station road back to the visitors centre in the
evening concluded the days events, a Mountain Tree-shrew near the top was followed by several Sunda Bush
Warblers, a Sunda Whistling Thrush and a couple of Mountain Tailorbirds and Little Pied Flycatchers.

Day 3 Tuesday 4th October

Mt. Kinabalu NP/ Poring Hot Springs

Weather: Cold, wet and windy in the mountains; overcast, warm, humid and still with some heavy lunchtime
showers at Poring

Heavy overnight rain and strong winds had not abated by dawn so everyone returned to bed for a couple of
hours in the hope of an improvement. However, breakfast at the Kinabalu visitor centre revealed no such
improvement in the weather; in fact conditions were now compounded by thick mist so we set of to Poring Hot
Springs for the day. By mid-morning we were in the field at a decidedly hot and sticky Poring; some light rain fell
as we explored the grove of trees at the start of the Waterfall trail but it was generally fine and still. A perched
Mountain Imperial Pigeon and pair of Banded Barbets were obvious highlights but we also saw our first White-
bellied Yuhinas, Asian Fairy Bluebird, Chestnut-breasted Malkoha, Black-and-red Broadbills and Dark-throated
Oriole while a White-crowned Forktail of the lowland race performed on the stream there. Our time at the
canopy walkway was hindered by the onset of quite heavy rain so we headed for cover at the nearby restaurant
were we had a leisurely lunch break. With the rain stopped by 15.00 we spent the remainder of the day birding
along the road past the Poring chalets. Something of a false-dawn effect was in play after the rain with Barbets
and Malkohas both performing well; of the former, Gold-whiskered and Brown were both obliging while both
Raffles’ and Black-bellied Malkohas were new. Mammals here included our first Prevost’s, Horse-tailed and Plain
Pygmy Squirrels and a tame feral Orang-utan

Day 4 Friday 5 October

Mt. Kinabalu NP

Weather: Very misty at dawn, dry and mostly bright later with a light breeze

Our dawn arrival at the Timpohon Gate, from were we were to walk down the road for breakfast, was greeted by
thick mist and somewhat blustery weather, though at least it wasn’t raining. Our first Chestnut-headed Yuhinas
were seen and a Mountain Blackeye glimpsed while more familiar fair such as Laughing-thrushes, Ashy Drongos
and Treepies were prominent around the Power Station compound. As we walked slowly down the road a flock
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of Grey-chinned Minivets and a couple of Maroon Woodpeckers came and went in the gloom before a
sumptuous male Whitehead’s Trogon gave splendid views at eye level for several minutes. Shortly afterwards our
bus appeared and took us down for breakfast. After breakfast we went on an extended hike in good weather
along the Bukit Burung and Silau Silau trails were another Whitehead’s Trogon, Gold-naped Barbet, Velvet-
fronted Nuthatch, White-browed Shrike Babbler and up to four White-crowned Forktails were particular
highlights and four Common Tree Shrews were seen. After lunch at the visitor centre we returned to the
Timpohon Gate and walked down the Power Station Road once more, a couple of Short-tailed Green Magpies
and Maroon Woodpeckers being the best birds found until a Whitehead’s Broadbill was heard and briefly
glimpsed by some opposite the Silau Silau Trail.

Day 5 Saturday 6th October

Mt. Kinabalu NP/ Poring Hot Springs

Weather: Wind and rain at Mt. Kinabalu after a bright but cool start, mostly overcast with occasional light rain at
a sticky Poring

We began the day at the Power Station Road in the vicinity of the Silau Silau trail and last night’s Whitehead’s
Broadbill but sadly it seemed not to have roosted in the area. Some of the group had views of a Crimson-headed
Partridge and a White-browed Shortwing on the Silau Silau Trail itself while the rest of us saw another Checker-
throated Woodpecker and had good views of Short-tailed Green Magpies and others. It was becoming
increasingly misty and damp as breakfast approached and by the time we had consumed our food it was barely
possible to find the bus in the car park! We therefore headed off to Poring for the day once more. In bright and
sometimes sunny conditions birding at Poring was slow before lunch though a Rufous-bellied Eagle was seen
near the Waterfall Trail.

After lunch we returned to the Chalet Road where we were soon greeted by a busy flock including several
Malkohas, Crested Jays and a couple of Red-throated Barbets. Some time was spent studying Flowerpeckers and
Asian Brown Flycatchers before things really livened up as we returned towards the bus. A smart Scaly-breasted
Bulbul drew us to an area of open parkland that looked completely innocuous but which provided a succession
of great birds in easy viewing conditions; the bulbul showed three times, Red-bearded Bee-eater, several Bar-
winged Flycatcher Shrikes, more Crested Jays, several Dark-throated Orioles and Spectacled Spiderhunters and a
couple of Rubycheek Sunbirds were particularly memorable birds from a rather hectic hour or so.

Day 6 Sunday 7th October

Mt. Kinabalu NP

Weather: Dry and bright with light winds at dawn but wet, windy and misty by mid morning

At dawn we found ourselves back at the Timpohon Gate. The weather was fine and we could even see the
summit of Mount Kinabalu on occasion. Some of the group accompanied Osman on an unsuccessful quest for
Everett’s Thrush along the Bukit Ular Trail while the rest of us enjoyed good views of numerous Chestnut-
headed Yuhinas and Mountain Blackeyes near the gate and had a brief encounter with a small group of
Whitehead’s Broadbills and scope views of a Gold-naped Barbet. During breakfast a Whitehead’s Spiderhunter
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teased us by flying over calling and then disappearing into some trees were it remained resolutely hidden but still
vocal. We then began a walk along the Pandanus and Kiau View Trails. Rain set in after a little while and bird
activity died away as a result though as we made our way back along the road to the visitors centre for lunch a
small group of Laughing-thrushes contained a few striking Chestnut-backed Scimitar Babblers. With heavy rain
and a strong wind still the order of the day after lunch the comfort and warmth of the Fairy Garden Resort was
deemed the better part of valour and everyone had an afternoon off to recharge their batteries (literally and
metaphorically).

Day 7 Monday 8th October

Mt. Kinabalu to Sepilok; Sepilok Orang Utan Rehabilitation Centre

Weather: Misty and damp at dawn but dry and bright throughout the day until a violent thunderstorm/ mini-
tornado at Sepilok at dusk

A brief pre-breakfast jaunt to the visitors centre area at Mt. Kinabalu NP allowed final looks at some high
elevation species we would not meet again such as Eye-browed Jungle and Indigo Flycatchers before it was time
to pack and begin our journey eastwards towards Sepilok. As we left the sky was clear and everyone got their
first really unobscured view of the fabled mountain, though as it turned out the respite in the weather there was
short-lived according to later reports. Damaged wheel bearings on one of our minibuses forced an unscheduled
stop for repairs at Tepudin where we eventually ended up staying for lunch.

Just east of Tepudin we screeched to a halt to enjoy decent views of a pair of roadside White-fronted Falconets
before resuming a pacy drive in the hope of getting to Sepilok in time for afternoon feeding at the famous
Orang-utan Rehabilitation Centre. As it turned out we got there just in time and everyone was able to enjoy close
encounters with eight individuals in the latter stages of a lengthy rehabilitation that would ultimately see them
translocated and released. Just around the corner was the comfortable Sepilok Nature Resort where we were
staying for one night. The lake by the restaurant is an ideal place to get good views of swifts and we were able to
compare various tricky Swiflets and more obvious Silver-rumped Needletails and Grey-rumped Treeswifts as
well as numerous Pacific Swallows.

As dusk approached light rain began to fall and a few minutes later a massive storm was unleashed with violent
thunder and lightning, fierce winds and horizontal driving rain. Fortunately it was still and calm by the time we
returned to the hotel restaurant for our buffet dinner.

Day 8 Tuesday 9th October

Sepilok; Sepilok to Sukau via Sandakan; Sukau

Weather: dry, bright and warm, still

Before breakfast most of the group assembled along the road outside the hotel where flowering trees are often
attractive to small birds, we were not disappointed as the hoped-for Scarlet-backed Flowerpeckers eventually
performed alongside Brown-throated and Crimson Sunbirds, Green Ioras and Little Spiderhunters. Hornbills
were prominent with Rhinoceros, Asian Black and Bushy-crested flying about. At the restaurant itself a pair of
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Buff-necked Woodpeckers performed briefly and breakfast was interrupted by the appearance of a superb male
White-bellied Woodpecker near the front door. During our earlier walk it was evident that last night’s storm had
caused quite some damage to trees and word soon came through that the Rehabilitation Centre had been badly
hit with the boardwalk and viewing platform seriously damaged and out of use - what a good job we had
managed to get there in time for the previous afternoons feeding! Some of the group took the opportunity to
watch a short video about the work of the Rehabilitation Centre while others looked for birds around the car
park where a couple of Hill Mynas and both Rufous-bellied and Changeable Hawk Eagles were seen, as were
many gloomy faced visitors unable to visit the Orang-utans.

A short drive delivered us to Sandakan where, after lunch at the Sandakan Hotel, we boarded a fast motorboat
for a two hour jaunt up the Kinabatangan River to Sukau, our base for the next three nights. Brief stops were
made en route to view a flying Lesser Adjutant Stork and a Bearded Pig before we checked-in to Melapi Lodge
and soon after set off on our first brief river cruise. The small tributary next to Proboscis Lodge we chose to
visit, the Sungei Menanggol, was rather congested with noisy traffic from other lodges though we managed half
decent views of a couple of Orang-utans and saw our first Proboscis Monkeys, birdlife, for which this tributary is
particularly noted, was not much in evidence though White-chested Babblers and a few other species were new.

Day 9 Wednesday 10 October

Sukau

Weather: dry bright and warm with a light shower at lunch and around dusk

We boarded our motorised canoes at dawn and made our way upriver and through a small tributary that led to a
wide basin before retracing our route for breakfast. A perched Jerdon’s Baza was a good find and we had our
first encounters with several waterbirds such as Oriental Darters and excellent views of White-bellied Sea and
Crested Serpent Eagles before an Orang-utan was spotted in riverside trees and watched for some time. Green
Imperial Pigeons were prominent in the treetops where a pair of Orange-backed Woodpeckers were found.
Blue-eared and Stork-billed Kingfishers were both seen but several Common Kingfishers were a surprise as this
is a rather scarce species in Sabah. Hornbills were represented by Wrinkled, Asian Black and Oriental Pied and
an excellent pre-breakfast session was rounded off by the appearance of two soaring Storm’s Storks, our primary
target here.

After breakfast we made a very short transfer to Sukau Rainforest Lodge and were soon exploring the boardwalk
through the forest behind our rooms where a Moustached Hawk Cuckoo was a prized find along with Sooty-
capped, Chestnut-crowned, Scaly-crowned and several other Babblers. Our first Purple-naped Sunbirds,
Malaysian Blue Flycatcher and Maroon-breasted Philentoma were also seen along the boardwalk before we set
off for an evening cruise along the Kinabatangan. This trip took us upstream where we encountered the
morning’s Orang-utan again and watched it for a while as it dangled from a fig tree. At the farthest reach of our
cruise a perched Storm’s Stork gave better views than the birds in the morning before we returned in haste as
rain was threatening. Fortunately the rain was short-lived and we were able to undertake an excellent night cruise
after dinner. Night cruises are something of a hit-and-miss affair but tonight’s was one of the best with no fewer
than three Buffy Fish Owls and a Yellow Bittern seen well and a rare encounter with a Binturong (or Bear-cat)
the particular highlights.
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Day 10 Thursday 11th October

Sukau/ Gomantong Caves

Mostly dry and bright with some light showers early afternoon, warm

At dawn we were back on the river and soon gliding along the Sungei Menanggol, which we had virtually to
ourselves today. Here we saw our first and only White-crowned Hornbills (the most difficult Hornbill to find in
Sabah). A very fleeting Black-capped Kingfisher was seen by some but everyone got some sort of view of the
Bornean Gibbons calling nearby. Several Long-tailed Parakeets flew over and a White-fronted Falconet perched
obligingly. Calling Hooded Pittas remained largely hidden though some glimpsed one in flight as it flew across
the channel behind us. After breakfast there was ample time to explore the boardwalk behind the lodge once
more with several excellent species seen including Scarlet-rumped Trogons and both Black-throated and Black-
capped Babblers.

After lunch, during which two Helmeted Hornbills flew past, we crossed the river to Sukau Village and boarded
minibuses to take us along the bumpy track to Gomantong Caves. The approach road to Gomantong proved
very birdy indeed with numerous Raffles Malkohas and Black-and Yellow Broadbills seen while a loose flock of
Grey-and-buff Woodpeckers were much admired, as were a couple of showy Scarlet-rumped Trogons; our first
Wreathed Hornbill flew over. At the cave area itself a small troop of Red-leaf Monkeys showed well, as did our
first Whiskered Tree Swifts. Most of the group took a deep breath and entered the cave where a huge mound of
bat guano attracts prodigious numbers of cockroaches and millipedes but all were out in time to witness the
stream of bats leaving the caves and the accompanying halfdozen or so Bat Hawks that picked them off with
ease.

Day 11 Friday 12th October

Sukau to Danum Valley via Lahad Datu

Dry and bright, warm

Although this was mainly a travelling day, when we transferred from Sukau to Danum Valley via lunch in Lahad
Datu, there was time for a little pre-breakfast birding around the lodge. A Large-billed Blue Flycatcher was the
highlight before our 08.30 departure. The journey to Lahad Datu initially took us along the bumpy road past
Gomantong but thankfully it hadn’t rained the night before so we didn’t have to contend with muddy patches
and a brief stop was made to admire a young Changeable Hawk Eagle in a roadside tree. Not surprisingly little of
interest was seen as we passed through mile after mile of oil palm monoculture. At the main road we transferred
to a comfortable bus and arrived in Lahad Datu in plenty of time for a leisurely meal at the Executive Hotel. We
then transferred into minibuses for the final three hour drive on a logging track deep into the Danum Valley
Conservation Area, arguably the finest remaining tract of lowland Diptocarp Rainforest anywhere in Asia or
perhaps beyond. We arrived at the Borneo Rainforest Lodge before dark so could truly appreciate the
magnificent setting and settled in for our six night stay in time for some of the group to see the Crested
Firebacks that frequent the chalet area at dusk.
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Day 12 Saturday 13th October

Danum Valley

Weather: Dry and quite bright, rather warm, heavy rain after dark

Our first full day at Danum Valley began with a stroll along the Access Road to the Canopy Walkway (which was
actually closed for renovations during our entire stay) either side of breakfast. Particular highlights were a pair of
Red-naped Trogons on the Nature Trail, a wide selection of Malkohas, some Chestnut-backed Scimitar Babblers,
seven Thick-billed Green Pigeons, a Rufous Woodpecker, our only Black Magpies and a soaring Lesser Fish
Eagle. The morning concluded with views of a Black-headed Pitta for most but two group members who
decided to explore the Nature Trail were very well rewarded when they found a Leopard Cat slumbering on the
boardwalk. After lunch we visited the Jacuzzi Trail, finding Diard’s, Scarlet Rumped and Red-naped Trogons and
a Green Broadbill along with our first Short-tailed Babbler. A planned night drive was rained off.

Day 13 Sunday 14th October

Danum Valley

Weather: Dry and quite bright, rather warm after a misty start

We began the day with a truck ride to the entrance gate on the Access Road and then walked slowly back to the
lodge. Early highlights were a couple of Black-and-white and Grey-bellied Bulbuls, Yellow-rumped
Flowerpeckers, Plain Sunbirds, Emerald Doves, Blue-rumped Parrot, a locally rare Blue-and-white Flycatcher
and a Red-bearded Bee-eater before the calls of the fabled Bornean Bristlehead were heard and we were soon
enjoying views of a small restless flock in the canopy. Other highlights included our first Lesser Cuckooshrikes,
Wreathed and Rhinoceros Hornbills, Large Woodshrike and a good selection of Babblers. After lunch we
concentrated on the Access Road and Nature Trail again but didn’t see too much new although our first Rufous
Piculets were notable as were two fleeting Dusky Broadbills. After dark we took part in a productive night drive
that produced Brown Wood Owl, Sambar Deer and a fine Leopard Cat.

Day 14 Monday 15th October

Danum Valley

Weather: Dry and quite bright, rather warm

Before breakfast there was an excursion along the Sapi Bandradi Trail where good numbers of Babblers were
found but a Blue-headed Pitta only glimpsed by some. We delayed our departure after breakfast to allow for
some raptor viewing from the lodge veranda and were rewarded with both Crested Goshawk and Blyth’s Hawk
Eagle. Highlights after breakfast, when we concentrated on the area near the lodge, included our only Streaked
Bulbuls and a good selection of commoner fare. After lunch we again focussed on the Nature Trail and Access
Road but in dry and bright conditions activity was subdued. A night drive undertaken by some after dinner was
again productive with one or two Marbled Cats seen sitting on high tree boughs and a couple of Lesser Mouse
Deer.
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Day 15 Tuesday 16th October

Danum Valley

Weather: Dry and bright in the morning, wet in the evening, warm

About half of the group drove to the main gate and walked back while the remainder opted for a less energetic
option (including a later breakfast) of exploring trails nearer to the lodge. Wang Kong succeeded in whistling in
both Bornean Wren Babbler and Blue-headed Pitta while other highlights included a couple of Finsch’s Bulbuls,
Green Broadbills (along with Banded, Black-and-yellow and Black-and-red Broadbills), a fly-by Blue-banded
Kingfisher, Rufous Woodpecker and finally a Black-headed Pitta seen by all in the scope as we converged near
the Canopy Walkway. A mongoose glimpsed twice during the morning was deemed a Short-tailed Mongoose and
a distant Elephant was heard. During the lunch break some ventured out onto the nearby Nature Trail with a
Siberian Blue Robin being the highlight. The afternoon birding was hampered by rain but not before a pair of
Bornean Blue Flycatchers was tracked down on the Nature Trail and a Greater Mouse Deer spotted on the lodge
lawn! After dinner a few of the group took advantage of spare places on a night drive and were rewarded with
another Leopard Cat, a Red Giant Flying Squirrel and a Colugo.

Day 16 Wednesday 17th October

Danum Valley to Kota Kinabalu via Lahad Datu

Weather, dry and bright, warm

With a long travelling day ahead of us most of the group opted for a lie-in before our departure for Lahad Datu
but Matt accompanied Wang Kong to the Segama Trail and had a fabulous collection of birds including Rufous-
chested Flycatcher, both Striped and Black-throated Wren Babblers, Moustached Babbler and Siberian Blue
Robin. The journey to Lahad Datu passed uneventfully and we once again stopped for lunch at the Executive
Hotel before transferring to the nearby airport. The flight was delayed by about an hour which was not too bad
and before we knew it we were negotiating the traffic of Kota Kinabalu and settling into the very comfortable
Shangri-la Hotel for two nights where we later enjoyed a fine buffet dinner.

Day 17 Thursday 18th October

Tambunan Rafflesia Reserve and Likas Bay, Kota Kinabalu

Weather: Dry and bright until noon when misty and damp in the mountains, dry and bright at the coast

Trees opposite the hotel attracted a small flock of Pink-necked Green Pigeons but straight after an early
breakfast we boarded the bus for an excursion back into the hills, this time the Crocker Range southwest of Kota
Kinabalu. A short stop just before the famous Rafflesia Reserve at Tambunan allowed us to reacquaint ourselves
with some hill country species not seen since we left Mt. Kinabalu but soon after we began birding in earnest at a
small clearing just beyond the Rafflesia Reserve. Highlights here included a fine Blyth’s Hawk Eagle, our first
perched Little Cuckoo-doves and the first of several Blue-winged Leafbirds.
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Moving on to the reserve proper, with another Blyth’s Hawk seen en route, we learned that a Rafflesia was
actually in flower so about half of the group set off with Osman and a local guide to see it while the rest
remained birding around the entrance where several flowering trees gave hope of some quality birds. Neither
group was disappointed; the Rafflesia (or rather a small collection of flowers in varying stages of development or
decay) was found after something of a trek while the birds around the entrance included our first Mountain
Barbets, Black-crested and Ashy Bulbuls and several other species. Just before we left for lunch at a nearby
restaurant a Whitehead’s Spiderhunter appeared on a bare snag and allowed some of the group decent views
before disappearing. During lunch mist rolled in which made birding tricky but the surprise discovery of a dead
Blue-winged Pitta in the garden below us allowed everyone close up views of the unfortunate victim of a
collision with the restaurant window the night before. We returned to our city centre hotel via a short stop at
Likas Bay Bird Sanctuary in Kota Kinabalu. Much of the once open water is now very overgrown but we
managed to see a couple of Purple Swamphens and Herons, a Collared Kingfisher flew past and a Plaintive
Cuckoo was in the roadside shrubs; also seen here were our first and only Striated Grassbirds. Dinner tonight
consisted of a fine Chinese Banquet in a local restaurant.

Day 18 Friday 19th October

Kota Kinabalu to Pulau Tiga via Kuala Penyu; Pulau Tiga

Weather, dry, bright and warm

Soon after an early breakfast, and further views of the Pink-necked Green Pigeons, we set off south towards
Kuala Penyu where a boat was waiting to take us to Pulau Tiga for an overnight stay. Stopping near Papar at
some promising looking wader habitat/ rice fields we had thirty minutes to clock up a host of new species.
Wood Sandpipers were particularly abundant but a Grey-tailed Tattler, some Long-toed Stints and three Painted
Snipes were the best finds. A little further along the road a Cinnamon Bittern was flushed from the verge but we
soon arrived at Kuala Penyu and boarded the boat for the thirty minute ride to Pulau Tiga.

After settling in and a spot of lunch some of the group accompanied Osman to the volcanic mud pools while
others concentrated on birding near the lagoon and chalets. Highlights this afternoon were a couple of Mangrove
Blue Flycatchers, up to half a dozen Chinese Egrets and Christmas Island Frigatebirds and migrants such as Blue
Rock Thrush, Red-throated Pipit, Eastern Yellow Wagtails and a Pacific Swift. The lagoon held quite good
numbers of waders including several Whimbrel, Terek Sandpipers, Greater Sandplovers and Grey-tailed Tattlers.
The primary objective on Pulau Tiga though is to see Tabon Scrubfowl and several of the group managed to
catch up with one or more in the thicket right behind the restaurant building where up to 10 Blue-naped Parrots
came in to roost.

Day 19 Saturday 20th October

Pulau Tiga; Pulau Tiga to Kuala Lumpur via Kota Kinabalu

Weather, dry, bright and warm though with some light rain early afternoon

Our final day began with another search for Tabon Scrubfowl with almost everyone getting some decent views.
New migrants included a Brown Shrike and a Grey-streaked Flycatcher and while watching a Blue-naped Parrot
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in a large tree behind the restaurant two Blue-and-white Flycatchers and a Little Bronze Cuckoo appeared. Some
of the group took part in an excursion to nearby Snake Island where they succeeded in seeing the recently
discovered Yellow-lipped Sea Krait. Other species seen on Pulau Tiga before we left after an early lunch were
essentially similar to yesterday though Lesser Frigatebird was new and several waders showed well on the lagoon.
The return boat trip to the mainland after an early lunch was uneventful but did produce some Common Terns
and another stop at the ricefields near Papar yielded several Black-shouldered Kites and our only White-winged
Black Tern. At Kota Kinabalu we said our goodbyes to the excellent Osman and soon boarded the flight to
Kuala Lumpur where, soon after midnight, we boarded our inbound flight to London.
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Species lists

Birds

Species order, nomenclature and taxonomy follow Mackinnon and Phillipps’ A Fieldguide to the Birds of Borneo,

Sumatra, Java and Bali (OUP) 1993 unless otherwise indicated. L/O indicates that a species was only seen by the tour

leader or guides while N/L indicates that neither leader nor guide saw it. Species only heard or not conclusively identified

are placed in square brackets, as are L/O species. Endemic species are designated (E)

Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster

Quite common along the river at Sukau where up to 30 were seen during cruises. A couple more were on the Segama

River in the Danum Valley

Christmas Frigatebird Fregata andrewsi

Five Frigatebirds over Pulau Tiga on our first afternoon there included at least three identifiable individuals of this species

and they perhaps all were

Lesser Frigatebird Fregata ariel

During our final morning seven were watched soaring over Pulau Tiga

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea

Two were between Sandakan and Sukau and another flew over at Sukau

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea

Two at Sukau were followed by a handful at Likas Bay and one near Papar

Striated Heron Butorides striatus

One at Sandakan was followed by three at Kuala Penyu and Pulau Tiga

(Eastern) Cattle Egret Bubulcus (ibis) coromandus

Many of those seen were alongside airport runways but small numbers were also present in cleared oil palm plantations

and in some wetlands. Now often regarded as a separate species from birds in Europe and Africa

Pacific Reef Egret Egretta sacra

A couple of dark birds were at Kuala Penyu and on nearby Pulau Tiga, some white-birds may have been overlooked in

passing, they need to be carefully distinguished from Chinese Egrets on Pulau Tiga

Chinese Egret Egretta eulophotes

At least four were at the tidal lagoon on Pulau Tiga where they could be easily compared to the other egret species

present, at least one still returned some shaggy nuptial feathering on the nape and all looked distinctly larger than

accompanying Little Egrets and showed the requisite long green legs and pale bill base of this rather scarce species

Great Egret Casmerodius albus modestus

Several were found on the Kinabatangan River during our cruises from Sukau with others at well scattered wetland sites
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Intermediate Egret Mesophoyx intermedia

A couple were associating with Cattle Egrets at Danum Valley on occasion, others may have been missed elsewhere but

this is a rather localised species

Little Egret Egretta garzetta garzetta

Quite common in the lowlands with up to 50 seen in total, all of those examined closely showed the yellow toes of

migratory garzetta rather than the more southerly nigripes

Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis

One was seen during our night cruise at Sukau

Cinnamon Bittern Ixobrychus cinnamomeus

One was flushed from the roadside near Papar as we travelled to Kuala Penyu from Kota Kinabalu

Black Bittern Dupetor flavicollis

One flew over the bus as we were returning to Kota Kinabalu from Kuala Penyu

Storm's Stork Ciconia stormi

There were four sightings of two-four birds on the Lower Kinabatangan near Sukau including one perched at close range

Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus

One was seen in flight between Sandakan and Sepilok, quite a scarce bird in Sabah

Jerdon's Baza Aviceda jerdoni borneensis (e)

One was seen on our first morning cruise at Sukau. This species can appear surprisingly similar to Wallace’s Hawk

Eagle at times so needs to be carefully distinguished, ideally by wing length when perched.

Oriental Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus torquatus

Singles were over Sepilok and Danum Valley where another was seen perched

Bat Hawk Machaeramphus alcinus alcinus

Up to six were watched feasting on emerging bats at Gomantong Caves

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indicus intermedius

Only seen at Sepilok and Sandakan in any numbers with a few en route to Sukau and one at Kota Kinabalu

Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus hypoleucos

At least ten were on roadside wires as we returned to Kota Kinabalu from Kuala Penyu, strangely only one was seen on

the journey going the other way, perhaps they were prompted out by rain

White-bellied Fish Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster

Up to seven were noted en route to and at Sukau with a couple more at Kota Kinabalu, Kuala Penyu and Pulau Tiga/

Snake Island
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Lesser Fish-eagle Ichthyophaga humilis humilis

At least one was seen almost every day at Danum Valley, sometimes perching prominently near the lodge

Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela pallidus

Recorded at Sepilok and most days at Danum Valley, at least eight individuals were seen

Besra Accipiter virgatus rufotibialis

One was glimpsed at Mt. Kinabalu

Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus microstictus

One was seen at Danum Valley

Grey-faced Buzzard Butastur indicus

At least two were over Kota Kinabalu after we arrived from Lahad Datu (N/L)

Rufous-bellied Eagle Hieraatus kienerii formosus

Singles were over Poring and Sepilok

Changeable Hawk Eagle Spizaetus lineatus

Singles were at Sepilok, near Sukau and near Gomantong. This species is now normally split from S. cirrhatus (Crested

Hawk Eagle) of the Indian subcontinent

Blyth's Hawk Eagle Spizaetus alboniger

One soaring at Danum Valley was followed by a couple of very showy flying birds near Tambunan

Wallace's Hawk Eagle Spizaetus nanus nanus

Four, a family, plus a single at Sukau were followed by a couple at Danum Valley

White-fronted Falconet Microhierax latifrons (E)

A pair were viewed on roadside wires just east of Tepudin as we travelled from Mt. Kinabalu to Sepilok and another was

seen during one of our cruises at Sukau

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus ernestii

One was seen in flight during our final cruise at Sukau, the very dark, heavily barred underbody indicating the local race

ernesttii rather than a migrant

Tabon Scrubfowl Megapodius cumingii pusillus

In total at least eight or ten were seen on Pulau Tiga

[Red-breasted Partridge Arborophila hyperythra (E)

Heard but not seen at Mt. Kinabalu]

Crimson-headed Partridge Haematortyx sanguiniceps (E)

One was seen on the Silau Silau Trail at Mt. Kinabalu NP and several others were heard there
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(Bornean) Crested Fireback Lophura (ignite) nobilis

Up to five were regularly found in the vicinity of our chalets at Danum Valley were they seem to be becoming tamer and

tamer. This endemic subspecies might ultimately be split from darker-bellied races elsewhere

[Great Argus Argusianus argus

Heard but not seen at Danum Valley]

White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus

A couple at Sepilok were followed by a couple more at Papar ricefields

Black-backed (Purple) Swamphen Porphyrio (porphyrio) indicus

Two, including a juvenile were at Likas Bay Bird Sanctuary in Kota Kinabalu. Asiatic races (indicus group) are now often

split from those elsewhere

Greater Painted Snipe Rostratula benghalensis

Three in the ricefields at Papar were a surprise find

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola

One was on Pulau Tiga

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva

Two were seen briefly in passing as we travelled from Kota Kinabalu to Kuala Penyu

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius

There was a gathering of about 25 at Papar ricefields

Greater Sandplover Charadrius leschenaulti leschenaulti

One flew past at Lahad Datu airport and at least two were at Pulau Tiga, a sandbar near Kuala Penyu contained several

unidentified Sandplovers as we passed distantly offshore

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus variegatus

About five were on the lagoon at Pulau Tiga

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis

Up to seven were at Papar ricefields on both visits

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola

An impressive gathering of about 150 birds was at Papar ricefields

Terek Sandpiper Tringa cinerea

At least two were seen on the lagoon at Pulau Tiga

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
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Small numbers were on a range of wetlands after the first at Sepilok

Grey-tailed Tattler Tringa brevipes

One at Papar ricefields was followed by up to 10 on the tidal lagoon at Pulau Tiga

Long-toed Stint Calidris subminuta

At least four were found in the ricefields near Papar

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus himantopus

Up to 20 gathered at Papar ricefields; none showed overt characteristics of the sometimes split ‘White-headed Stilt’ H.

(h.) leucocephalus which is sometimes thought to be the most regularly occurring form and at least some were clearly

himantopus. This species is quite scarce in Borneo

Whiskered Tern Childonias hybridus

Up to ten were over the ricefields near Papar with a couple more on the river at Sukau

White-winged Black Tern Childonias leucopterus

A single juvenile was consorting with the Whiskered Terns at Papar ricefields

Common Tern Sterna hirundo probably longipennis

About 15 were seen as we returned to the mainland from Pulau Tiga

Thick-billed Green Pigeon Treron curvirostra

A group of seven were seen at Danum Valley on one date

Little Green Pigeon Treron olax

A couple were glimpsed in flight at Sukau

Pink-necked Green Pigeon Treron vernans

Several were in trees opposite our city centre hotel in Kota Kinabalu on successive mornings

Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula aenea

Quite common at Sukau were up to 30 per day were noted, much smaller numbers were at Danum Valley and Sepilok

Mountain Imperial Pigeon Ducula badia

One showed very well at Poring, four or five were near the Rafflesia Reserve at Tambunan and one was glimpsed and

several more heard at Mt. Kinabalu NP

Little Cuckoo-dove Macropygia ruficeps

Quite common in the hills but most were seen in flight only, the exception being three perched birds near the Rafflesia

Reserve at Tambunan, it is possible that some Ruddy Cuckoo-doves Macropygia emiliana slipped past us undetected

Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis tigrina

Common in more built up areas at lower elevations and in some oil palm plantations but largely absent in wilder areas
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Zebra Dove Geopelia striata

Ones and twos were seen in Kota Kinabalu on a few occasions, an introduced species

Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica

A handful were seen along the Danum Valley Access Road in the early mornings

Long-tailed Parakeet Psittacula longicauda

Small numbers were seen in flight at Sepilok and Sukau

Blue-rumped Parrot Psittinus cyanurus

Up to 15 were flying around over the Access Road at Danum Valley on a couple of occasions

Blue-naped Parrot Tanygnathus lucionensis

Up to ten gathered to roost in trees behind the restaurant on Pulau Tiga with a couple lingering there the next morning.

Although perhaps formerly native to coastal areas and offshore islands in Sabah it is thought most likely that many or

perhaps even all of the birds currently present in such areas originate from introduced or escaped stock though nobody

seems to know for certain what the origins of birds on Pulau Tiga are

Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot Loriculus galgulus

Quite common at virtually all wooded sites in the lowlands, especially Danum Valley

Moustached Hawk Cuckoo Cuculus vagans

One gave very good views along the boardwalk at Sukau

Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus threnodies

Singles were at Gomantong, Danum Valley and Likas Bay, Kota Kinabalu with several others heard, especially at Sukau

Little Bronze Cuckoo Chrysococcyx minutillus cleis

One was scoped in a tree behind the restaurant at Pulau Tiga

Black-bellied Malkoha Phaenicophaeus diardi borneensis

One at Poring was followed by two at Danum valley

Raffles's Malkoha Phaenicophaeus chlorophaeus fuscigularis

One or two were at Poring, a couple at Sukau and a large gathering of up to ten on the Gomantong approach road, at

least six were then noted at Danum Valley

Red-billed Malkoha Phaenicophaeus javanicus

One was seen briefly at Danum Valley (N/L)

Chestnut-breasted Malkoha Phaenicophaeus curvirostris microrhinus

Ones and twos were seen quite regularly at Poring, Sukau and Danum Valley, nine were seen in total
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Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis eurycercus

Singles were on roadsides between Danum Valley and Lahad Datu and near Papar

Buffy Fish Owl Ketupa ketupu

Our night cruise at Sukau produced three birds and a night drive at Danum Valley provided another

Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica probably leptogrammica

One was seen on several occasions near the lodge at Danum Valley

[Edible-nest Swiftlet Collocalia fucifaga

None were specifically identified but it is more than likely that we saw some]

[Black-nest Swiftlet Collocalia maxima

None were specifically identified though this is generally regarded as the most abundant of the echolocating swiftlets in

Sabah, some were inevitably seen therefore]

[Mossy-nest Swiftlet Collocalia salangana

None were specifically identified but it is more than likely that we saw some]

Glossy Swiftlet Collocalia esculenta

Common throughout the lowlands and the most readily identifiable swiftlet species, large numbers were nesting at the

mouth of Gomantong Caves

Cave Swiftlet Collocalia linchi

Opinion is divided about whether this form constitutes a good species or not and if so what its distributional limits are but

all of the swiflets in the highlands at Mt. Kinabalu (where many were nesting in entrance gates and also on a light fitting

in our hotel corridor!) are more likely to be this form than Glossy Swiftlet which is now believed to occur only at much

lower elevations.

Brown-backed Needletail Hirundapus giganteus

Up to eight were soaring around at Danum Valley one morning

Silver-rumped Needletail (or Swift) Rhaphidura leucopygialis

A handful at Poring Hot Springs were followed by larger numbers of showy birds at Sepilok and at Danum Valley where

they were quite common

Pacific (or Fork-tailed) Swift Apus pacificus

One was seen over Pulau Tiga

Little (or House) Swift Apus affinis

Quite common in Kota Kinabalu but not noted elsewhere

Asian Palm-Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis

Only noted on Pulau Tiga where about 20 were seen
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Grey-rumped Treeswift Hemiprocne longipennis

Quite common at Sepilok and Danum Valley where up to 10 per day were seen, a couple were also noted at Sukau

Whiskered Treeswift Hemiprocne comata comata

After the first at Gomantong this stunning species was pleasantly common at Danum Valley where several posed for the

scope

Red-naped Trogon Harpactes kasumba impavidus

Four individuals were seen over two days at Danum Valley, either on the Nature Trail or Jacuzzi Trail

Diard's Trogon Harpactes diardii

Singles were seen on two dates at the Jacuzzi Trail at Danum Valley

Whitehead’s Trogon Harpactes whiteheadi (E)

Two splendid males showed very well on one date at Mt. Kinabalu NP

Cinnamon-rumped Trogon Harpactes orophaes

One was noted at Sukau (N/L)

Scarlet-rumped Trogon Harpactes duvaucelii

A total of seven were seen at Sukau, Gomantong and Danum Valley

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis

Unusual numbers of this usually rather rare winter visitor were recorded with six at Sukau and one at Danum Valley….

Blue-eared Kingfisher Alcedo meninting verreauxii

Four were noted at Sukau including two roosting birds during our night cruise there

Blue-banded Kingfisher Alcedo euryzona

Singles were seen briefly at Danum Valley on two occasions

Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher Ceyx erithacus erithacus etc

A couple were noted at Danum Valley after one had been heard at Sukau. Most birds in Sabah closely resemble black-

backed erithacus but intermediates looking birds also occur and we saw a bird in flight at Danum Valley that looked much

closer to C. (e) rufidorsa. Some authors split the two forms as separate species but the presence of many intermediates

means that this area requires further study

Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis capensis or javana

Four at Sukau were followed by several singles at Danum Valley and alongside roadsides elsewhere

[Banded Kingfisher Alcedo pulchella melanops

One was briefly on the Nature Trail at Danum Valley (L/O)]
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Black-capped Kingfisher Halcyon pileata

One sped past while we were watching White-crowned Hornbills during one of our river cruises at Sukau

Collared Kingfisher Todirhamphus chloris

After a couple were seen en route to Sukau from Sandakan one was seen flying over at Likas Bay, Kota Kinabalu and

three or four were at Pulau Tiga or on the nearby mainland at Kuala Penyu

Blue-throated Bee-eater Merops viridis viridis

Almost 20 were seen in total with most divided between Sukau and Danum Valley

Red-bearded Bee-eater Nyctyornis amictus

One quite showy individual at Poring was followed by a couple of brief singles and heard only birds at Danum Valley

Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis

Five at Sukau were followed by about four on Pulau Tiga

Bushy-crested Hornbill Anorrhinus galeritus galeritus

After one at Sepilok this species proved quite common at both Sukau and Danum Valley with about 30 noted in total

White-crowned Hornbill Aceros comatus

Two or three were seen during on of our river cruises at Sukau, this is generally the most difficult of the Sabah hornbills

to catch up with

Wrinkled Hornbill Aceros corrugatus corrugatus

Eight were seen in one day at Sukau and a couple more at Danum Valley

Wreathed Hornbill Aceros undulatus

After a single at Gomantong five more were noted at Danum Valley

Asian Black Hornbill Anthracoceros malayanus

At least 12 were seen at Sepilok with smaller numbers at Sukau and Danum Valley

Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris convexus

Over ten were noted at Sukau, a couple at Danum Valley and up to six per day on Pulau Tiga

Rhinoceros Hornbill Buceros rhinoceros borneoensis (e)

A pair flew over at Sepilok; thereafter there were occasional encounters at both Sukau and Danum Valley with others

heard

Helmeted Hornbill Buceros vigil

Two flying over the river at Sukau Rainforest Lodge were the only ones seen though a few were heard at Danum Valley

Gold-whiskered Barbet Megalaima chrysopogon chrysopsis

One was well watched at Poring with others heard at several lowland forested sites
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[Red-crowned Barbet Megalaima rafflesii

Heard but not seen at Poring Hot Springs on our first visit there]

Red-throated Barbet Megalaima mystacophanos

Two males and a female were seen during our second visit to Poring Hot Springs

Mountain Barbet Megalaima monticola (E)

Two showed well at the Rafflesia Reserve at Tambunan

Golden-naped Barbet Megalaima pucherrima (E)

Two showed briefly but well at Mt. Kinabalu NP and several others were heard there

Brown Barbet Calorhamphus fuliginosus tertius

Two were seen at Poring Hot Springs on our first visit there and another was at Danum Valley. This distinctive race may

warrant a split in future

Rufous Piculet Sasia abnormis abnormis abnormis

Up to five were seen at Danum Valley

Rufous Woodpecker Celeus brachyurus badiosus

Singles were seen on two occasions at Danum Valley

Checker-throated Woodpecker Picus mentalis humii

A total of six were found at Mt. Kinabalu

Buff-necked Woodpecker Meiglyptes tukki tukki

A couple at Sepilok were followed by another at Danum Valley

White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis

The appearance of a superb male disrupted our breakfast at Sepilok and another flew over at Sukau

Grey-and-buff Woodpecker Hemicircus concretus

Up to six fed in loose association along the approach road to Gomantong Caves

Maroon Woodpecker Blythipicus rubiginosus

Pairs were seen on two occasions at Mt. Kinabalu NP

Orange-backed Woodpecker Reinwardtipicus validus

Two were seen on the oxbow lake cruise at Sukau

Dusky Broadbill Corydon sumatranus brunnescens

A couple were seen rather briefly at Danum Valley
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Black-and-red Broadbill Cymbirhynchus macrorhynchos macrorhynchos

Almost fifteen were seen in total after the first at Poring, others were seen at Sukau and Danum Valley, often very well

Banded Broadbill Eurylaimus javanicus brookei

Two at Poring were followed by two or three more at Danum Valley with others heard there

Black-and-yellow Broadbill Eurylaimus ochromalus kalamantan

After earlier heard only birds the first seen was at Sukau Rainforest Lodge, next day at least ten were seen along the

approach road to Gomantong Caves and a couple more were seen at Danum Valley where many more were heard

Green Broadbill Calyptomena viridis viridis

Three were seen at Danum Valley over two dates and another was briefly at Poring

Whitehead's Broadbill Calyptomena whiteheadi (E)

Brief views were had of four birds on two dates at Mt. Kinabalu NP

Blue-headed Pitta Pitta baudii (E)

Two were seen at Danum Valley

[Blue-winged Pitta Pitta moluccensis

A dead bird found below the veranda of our lunch stop near Tambunan had apparently flown into a window there the

night before; although it showed some plumage features more suggestive of Fairy Pitta the extensive white in the

primaries indicates this species]

Black-headed (or Black and Crimson) Pitta Pitta ussheri (E)

Two were seen and several more heard at Danum Valley. This species was formerly regarded as a subspecies of the

more widespread Garnet Pitta Pitta granatina

Hooded Pitta Pitta sordida mulleri

A couple were glimpsed at Sukau

Sand Martin Riparia riparia

One was on Pulau Tiga, quite a scarcity in Borneo

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica gutturalis

Common over some towns and in the vicinity of oil palm plantations but replaced by the next species in forested areas

Pacific Swallow Hirundo tahitica abbotti

Common in natural habitats in the lowlands

Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica

At least two birds were around Pulau Tiga, the similar and closely related Striated Swallow Hirundo striolata also occurs

but the uniform underparts and thin pale collar indicated daurica
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Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus

About ten were at Poring on our second visit

Black-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus hirundinaceus

A couple were seen at Danum Valley on two dates

Large Woodshrike Tephrodornis gularis

A couple were seen quite briefly at Danum Valley one morning just as the Bristleheads appeared

Sunda Cuckooshrike Coracina larvata

Only recorded at Mt. Kinabalu NP where up to five were seen most days around the visitor centre

Lesser Cuckooshrike Coracina fimbriata

A total of five at Danum Valley were followed by one at the Rafflesia Reserve at Tambunan

Grey-chinned Minivet Pericrocotus solaris cinereigula

Quite common at higher elevations with some large flocks found at Mt Kinabalu NP and at the Rafflesia Reserve

[Scarlet Minivet / Fiery Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus/ P. igneus

Up to 10 were recorded on three dates at Danum Valley but none lingered longer enough for a positive identification]

Green Iora Aegithinia viridissima viridissima

Two were seen at Sepilok

Common Iora Aegithinia tiphia aequanimis

Three were noted at Sukau

Lesser Green Leafbird Chloropsis cyanopogon cyanopogon

Seen regularly in all wooded areas in the lowlands with almost 50 noted in total

Blue-winged Leafbird Chloropsis cochinchinensis flavocincta

Up to eight were recorded at and near the Rafflesia Reserve at Tambunan; this endemic montane subspecies is treated

as a separate species by some recent authors

Black and White Bulbul Pycnonotus melanoleucus

At least three were seen on the Access Road at Danum Valley on one date

[Black-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus atriceps

One was seen briefly at Danum valley (LO)]

(Bornean) Black-crested Bulbul Pycnonotus flaviventris (was melanicterus) montis

At least one was seen in flowering trees at the Rafflesia Centre at Tambunan. A possible future split from populations

elsewhere
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Grey-bellied Bulbul Pycnonotus cyaniventris

One or two were briefly near the gate on the Access Road at Danum valley

Scaly-breasted Bulbul Pycnonotus squamatus

One, possibly two, were at Poring during our second visit there; an infrequently seen species

Yellow-vented bulbul Pycnonotus goiaviergourdini

Common in disturbed habitats at lower elevations

Cream-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus simplex perplexus

After the first at Poring a couple more were recorded at Danum Valley, we csaw both dark and pale eyed individuals

Red-eyed bulbul Pycnonotus brunneus brunneus

Common in well wooded areas in the lowlands, up to 100 were recorded

Spectacled Bulbul Pycnonotus erythropthalmos

A couple at Poring were followd by just two or three more at Danum Valley

Finsch's Bulbul Alophoixus finschii

Two were along the access road at Danum Valley one morning

Ochraceous Bulbul Alophoixus ochraceus fowleri

Quite common at Mt. Kinabalu where up to ten per day were seen, also seen near the Rafflesia Reserve at Tambunan

Grey-cheeked Bulbul Alophoixus bres

Quite common at Sukau and Danum Valley where over 15 were noted

Yellow-bellied Bulbul Alophoixus phaeocephalus connectens

The eight individuals were shared between Poring, Sukau and Danum Valley

Hairy-backed Bulbul Tricholestes criniger

Ones and twos were seen at Danum Valley on a couple of occasions

Buff-vented Bulbul Iole olivacea

Two were recorded at Gomantong

Streaked Bulbul Ixos malaccensis

Two were seen at Danum Valley

(Cinereous) Ashy Bulbul Hemixos (flavala) connectens

Four were found at or near the Rafflesia Reserve at Tambunan. A potential split from populations elsewhere to which is

bears only a passing resemblance

Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus stigmatops
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Common at both Mt. Kinabalu NP and in the Crocker Range at Tambunan where up to ten per day were normally seen

[Crow-billed Drongo Dicrurus annectans

A single bird, probably moulting, watched at close range at Poring was deemed closest in appearance to this species but

its identity remains rather unclear]

Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus malayensis

Just a couple were noted at Danum Valley

Hair-crested or Spangled Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus borneenis

Quite common in lowlands and lower hills

Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus

A couple at Poring were followed by about a dozen at Danum Valley

Dark-throated Oriole Oriolus xanthonotus

One at Poring was followed by at least eight at Danum Valley where full adult males always seem to be the exception

and a disproportionate number look like immature males.

Black-and-crimson Oriole Oriolus cruentus

Two or three were recorded on several days at Mt. Kinabalu NP

Asian Fairy Bluebird Irena puella criniger

Singles at Poring and Danum Valley was a poor showing, the presence of more flowering or fruiting trees would no doubt

have produced more records

(Bornean) Crested Jay Platylophus galericulatus coronatus

At least three were seen twice at Poring on our second visit there with another heard at Danum Valley. Bornean

coronatus is sometimes split from birds elsewhere which are blackish rather than brown

Short-tailed Magpie Cissa thalassina

A total of eight were noted at Mt. Kinabalu NP

Bornean Treepie Dendrocitta cinerascens (E)

Up to eight per day were recorded at Mt. Kinabalu NP

Black Magpie Platysmurus leucopterus atterimus

Up to six were present along the Access Road at Danum Valley one morning

Slender-billed Crow Corvus enca

Only seen in the lowlands were up to ten per day were noted

Bornean Bristlehead Pityriasis gymnocephala (E)
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A group of five were along the access road at Danum Valley one morning and later in the day another was heard and

seen briefly in flight near the canopy walkway

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis corallipes

At least three were seen at Mt Kinabalu NP

Black-capped Babbler Pellorneum capistratum morrelli

Two at Sukau were followed by one at Danum Valley

Temminck's Babbler Pellorneum pyrrogenys

Five were recorded in total at Mt. Kinabalu NP including two very obliging birds on our first morning there

White-chested Babbler Trichastoma rostratum macropterum

A couple were seen at Danum Valley but most were seen from boats along quieter backwaters at Sukau

Ferruginous Babbler Trichastoma bicolour

Regularly seen in small numbers at both Sukau and Danum Valley

Short-tailed Babbler Malacocincla malaccensis feriata

Singles were seen on three occasions at Danum Valley

[Horsfield's Babbler Malacocincla sepiarium harterti

One was seen along the Nature Trail at Danum Valley (L/O)]

Moustached Babbler Malacopteron magnirostre cinereocapillum

One was seen on our final morning at Danum Valley

Sooty-capped Babbler Malacopteron affine phoeniceum

Overall the most frequently seen Malacopteron Babbler seen with good numbers at Danum Valley after the first at

Sukau, more often out in the open than the next two species and very vocal

Scaly-crowned Babbler Malacopteran cinereum cinereum

Small numbers were seen most days at Sukau and Danum Valley

Rufous-crowned Babbler Malacopteron magnum saba

A couple were seen at Sukau and about ten at Danum Valley though this was much less common than the previous two

species there

Chestnut-backed Scimitar-babbler Pomatorhinus montanus

Two at Poring were followed by three at Mt Kinabalu NP and a couple more at Danum Valley

Bornean Wren-babbler Ptilocichla leucogrammica (E)

One was seen briefly at Danum Valley after Wang Kong whistled it up
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Striped Wren-babbler Kenopia striata

One was seen along the Segama Trail during our final morning in Danum Valley

Black-throated Wren-babbler Napothera atrigularis (E)

One was seen along the Segama Trail during our final morning in Danum Valley

[Mountain Wren-babbler Napothera crassa (E)

Heard but not seen at a couple of locations on Mt. Kinabalu, better weather would probably have tempted them out]

Grey-throated Babbler Stachyris poliocephala

Quite common at Mt. Kinabalu NP though more often heard than seen in the sometimes tricky viewing conditions there

Chestnut-rumped Babbler Stachyris maculata maculata

Half a dozen at Sukau were followed by a similar number at Danum Valley

Black-throated Babbler Stachyris nigricollis

Two were seen along the boardwalk at Sukau

Chestnut-winged Babbler Stachyris erythroptera bicolor

Small numbers were regularly encountered at Sukau and especially Danum Valley

(Bornean) Striped Tit-babbler Macronous (gularis) bornensis

Up to four per day were seen at Danum Valley with others heard there. A potential split from mainland races

Fluffy-backed Tit-babbler Macronous ptilosus reclusus

A couple at Sukau were followed by quite regular encounters with small groups along the approach road at Danum

Valley

Sunda Laughingthrush Garrulax palliatus

Up to ten per day were seen or at least heard at Mt. Kinabalu NP with others heard near the Rafflesia Reserve at

Tambunan

Bare-headed Laughingthrush Garrulax calvus (E)

Up to six were seen on our first morning at Mt. Kinabalu NP. There is an increasing tendency to regard this very

distinctive Bornean form as a species in its own right rather than as a race of the very different looking Black

Laughingthrush

Chestnut-capped Laughingthrush Garrulax mitratus damnatus

Common in the hills around Mt. Kinabalu and in the Crocker Range at Tambunan. Another potential split from mainland

races

White-browed Shrike-babbler Pteruthius flaviscapis

At least three were at Mt. Kinabalu NP and another near the Rafflesia Reserve at Tambunan
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Chestnut-crested Yuhina Yuhina everetti (E)

In the inclement weather on Mt. Kinabalu NP it took us quite some time to finally find this smart species but thereafter

several large flocks were found either there or at and near the Rafflesia Reserve at Tambunan

White-bellied Yuhina Yuhina zantholeuca

Up to forty were at Poring Hot Springs on each visit and a couple were at Mt Kinabalu NP and Danum Valley

White-browed Shortwing Brachypteryx montana erythroggma

One was seen along the Silau Silau Trail at Mt. Kinabalu NP (N/L)

Siberian Blue Robin Luscinia cyane

Two were recorded at Danum Valley

Oriental Magpie-robin Copsychus saularis adamsi or pluto

Common in more disturbed habitats but largely absent at Danum Valley

White-browed Shama Copsychus stricklandii (E)

Quite prominent, though more often heard than seen at Poring, Sukau and Danum Valley. Birds across Sabah are

somewhat variable with some resembling White-rumped Shama Copsychus malabaricus with which this species is

sometimes considered conspecific

Chestnut-naped Forktail Enicurus rificapillus

One was seen very fleetingly at Danum Valley

White-crowned Forktail Enicurus leschenaulti borneensis and frontalis

Two pairs were along the Silau Silau River at Mt. Kinabalu NP (subspecies borneensis) and one or two were seen at

Poring and at Danum Valley (subspecies frontalis). As well as differing in size and tail length the two species also seem

to have different head profiles with borneensis showing a steeper forehead and smaller white head ‘shield’

Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius phillipensis

Two immature birds were recorded at Pulau Tiga

Bornean Whistling Thrush Myophonus borneensis (E)

A total of four were noted at Mt. Kinabalu NP. This form is now regarded as separate species from Sunda Whistling

Thrush M. glaucinus etc

Orange-headed Thrush Zoothera citrina

A very smart individual at Mt. Kinabalu NP on our first morning there was something of a local rarity

Yellow-breasted Warbler Seicercus montis

Quite common at Mt. Kinabalu NP though more were heard than seen

Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis

One at Mt. Kinabalu NP was followed by three more at Danum Valley
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Mountain Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus trivirgatus

A handful were seen or heard each day at Mt. Kinabalu NP, a rather variable species with a mix of warmer and colder

toned individuals seen

Striated Grassbird Megalurus palustris

Up to six were found at Likas Bay Bird Sanctuary, Kota Kinabalu

Ashy Tailorbird Orthotomus ruficeps borneoensis

Common in more open wooded areas in the lowlands though much more often heard than seen

Rufous-tailed Tailorbird Orthotomus sericeus

Up to four per day were noted at Sukau and Danum Valley though more often heard than seen

Mountain Tailorbird Orthotomus cuculatus

Ones and twos were seen on three dates at Mt. Kinabalu NP

Yellow-bellied Prinia Prinia flaviventris

One was noted on three occasions near our chalets at Danum Valley (N/L)

Sunda Bush Warbler Cettia vulcania

After the first along the Kiau View Trail several more were recorded at higher elevations on Mt. Kinabalu

Eye-browed Jungle Flycatcher Rhinomyias gularis (E)

A total of five were recorded at Mt. Kinabalu NP. Formerly regarded as conspecific with White-throated Jungle Flycatcher

R. albigularis of the Philippines but now split

[Dark-sided or Siberian Flycatcher Muscicapa sibirica

A bird thought most likely to be this species was seen quite well at Mt. Kinabalu]

Grey-streaked Flycatcher Muscicapa griseitisticta

One was seen briefly at Pulau Tiga

Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa dauurica

A couple of singles of the greyish-toned and plain-breasted species were seen at Poring

Brown-streaked Flycatcher Muscicapa williamsoni umbrosa

Up to four per day were recorded at Danum Valley; formerly regarded as a subspecies of Asian Brown Flycatcher M.

dauurica

Indigo Flycatcher Eumyias indigo

Small numbers were seen each day at Mt. Kinabalu NP with up to four at a time visible near the visitor centre on

occasion
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Snowy-browed Flycatcher Ficedula hyperythra

A male was at Mt. Kinabalu NP on our first evening visit

Rufous-chested Flycatcher Ficedula dumetoria muelleri

One was seen at Danum Valley on our final morning there

Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula westermanni

Only seen at Mt. Kinabalu NP where up to three per day were recorded, most often near the visitors centre

Blue-and-white Flycatcher Cyanoptila cyanomelana

Two males were in trees behind the restaurant at Pulau Tiga on our final morning

Hill Blue-flycatcher Cyornis banyumas

One was seen quite briefly at Mt. Kinabalu

Large-billed Blue-flycatcher Cyornis caerulatus caerulatus

A female was well-watched along the Sukau boardwalk on our final morning there

Bornean Blue-flycatcher Cyornis superbus (E)

A pair was seen along the Nature Trail at Danum Valley on one occasion

Malaysian Blue-flycatcher Cyornis turcosus

Singles were seen on a couple of occasions at Sukau

Mangrove Blue-flycatcher Cyornis rufigastra

A pair were found along the trail to mud volcano at Pulau Tiga

Pygmy Blue-flycatcher Muscicapella hodgsoni

Two were at Mt. Kinabalu near the visitors centre on our first evening visit there

Grey-headed Flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis ceylonensis

Three were noted at Danum Valley on one date only

White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis

Quite common at Mt. Kinabalu NP where up to 10 per day were seen or heard, a couple more were at the Rafflesia

Reserve at Tambunan

Spotted Fantail Rhipidura perlata

One was singing along the Nature Trail at Danum Valley on one date only

Pied Fantail Rhipidura javanica

This species replaced White-throated Fantail in the lowlands but was never quite so common and most of the dozen or

so seen were at Sepilok and Sukau with just two at Danum Valley
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Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea prophata

Up to four were seen at Poring, Sukau and Danum Valley

Maroon-breasted Philentoma Philentoma velatum

At least three were seen from the boardwalk at Sukau

Rufous-winged Philentoma Philentoma pyrrhopterum pyrhopterum

Three were seen at Danum Valley over two dates

Asian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradise borneensis

Two were seen briefly at Danum Valley

Bornean Whistler Pachycephala hypoxantha hypoxantha (E)

Quite common at Mt Kinabalu NP with up to half a dozen or more seen most days, a couple were in the vicinity of the

Rafflesia Reserve at Tambunan

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea

Small numbers were encountered at most sites visited

‘Eastern’ Yellow Wagtail Motacilla (flava) ‘tschutschensis group’

After a couple were seen along the road from Sukau to Gomantong up to 20 migrants were on Pulau Tiga. Birds of the

far eastern races are increasingly viewed as a separate species from those in the west. We were unable to establish the

precise races of the birds seen but they were not of the form taivana so must have been M. (f./t.) simillima etc

Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus

A small handful were at Lahad Datu airport

Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus

Two were with Yellow Wagtails on the football field at Pulau Tiga on

White-breasted Woodswallow Artamus leucorhynchus

Small numbers were in various urban contexts with others at Sukau and Pulau Tiga

Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus

A female was at Pulau Tiga on our final morning

[Tiger Shrike Lanius tigrinus

A juvenile bird was present one evening near our chalets at Danum Valley (LO)]

Asian Glossy Starling Aplonis panayensis eustathis

Common in urban contexts but largely absent from wilder areas. Well over 1000 flew to roost in Kota Kinabalu

Crested Myna Acridotheres cristatellus

This introduced species was seen in small numbers at Sepilok and Kota Kinabalu
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Hill Myna Gracula religiosa religiosa

Two were at Sepilok and two more flew over during one of our Sukau river cruises

Plain Sunbird Anthreptes simplex

A handful were found at Danum Valley on a couple of dates

Plain- (or Brown-) throated Sunbird Anthreptes malacensis borneensis

Conspicuous on flowering trees at Sepilok and Danum Valley where over 20 were seen

Ruby-cheeked Sunbird Anthreptes singalensis

After the first at Poring this species proved to be quite common at Danum Valley were at least 15 were recorded

Purple-naped Sunbird Hypogramma hypogrammicum hypogrammicum

One or more were seen most days at Sukau and Danum Valley

Olive-backed Sunbird Nectarinia jugularis

Quite common in disturbed habitats throughout

Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja

Quite common in the lowlands with birds recorded at most well wooded sites, replaced by Temminck's Sunbird at higher

elevations

Temminck's Sunbird Aethopyga temminckii

Common at Mt Kinabalu NP with up to 10 per day recorded, a handful were at the Rafflesia Reserve at Tambunan

Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostra buettikoferi

Quite common in the lowlands after the first were noted at Sepilok, over 40 were noted in total

Long-billed Spiderhunter Arachnothera robusta robusta

One was seen briefly near the oxbow lake at Sukau

Spectacled Spiderhunter Arachnothera flavigaster

At least four of about 15 treetop Spiderhunters at Poring on our second visit were this species with many of the others

possibly so too

Yellow-eared Spiderhunter Arachnothera chrysogenys

One was recorded at Danum Valley

[Spiderhunter species #2 Arachnothera sp.

A couple of Spiderhunters feeding in the garden of the Borneo Rainforest Lodge, Danum Valley were evidently either

Grey-breasted A. affinis or Bornean Spiderhunter A. everetti (E). The two species are perhaps indistinguishable in the

field (and differ only subtly in measurements) though everetti is usually regarded as occurring at higher altitudes (only

above rather than only below 900m) and having a streakier belly. Our observations were below 900m but there is so
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much uncertainty about these two species on Borneo that confident identification is presently impossible. Adding further

confusion is the fact that Smythies' The Birds of Borneo (4th ed.) recognises a third very similar species that, although

reportedly occurring only well to the west in Borneo, takes precedence in naming over Grey breasted Spiderhunter

(which then becomes A. modesta) leaving this third species as Streaky-breasted Spiderhunter A. affinis. More research

on these birds is clearly required with some recent suggestions that everetti might actually be the only form occurring

anywhere in Sabah]

Whitehead’s Spiderhunter Arachnothera juliae (E)

One was seen in flight at Mt. Kinabalu and a briefly perched bird was at the Tambunan Rafflesia Reserve

Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker Prionochilus xanthopygius (E)

Up to seven were noted at Danum Valley

Yellow-vented Flowerpecker Dicaeum chrysorrheum

The only one seen was at Poring (NL)

Orange-bellied Flowerpecker Dicaeum trigonostigma

Up to 25 were noted at a range of lowland sites

Plain Flowerpecker Dicaeum concolor

Only recorded at Poring where up to six showed well on our second visit

Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Dicaeum cruentatum nigrimentum

A family group were in trees near Sepilok Nature Resort

Black-sided Flowerpecker Dicaeum monticolum (E)

Small numbers were seen each day at Mount Kinabalu NP, often at the visitors centre during meal breaks there, and a

couple more were at the Rafflesia Reserve at Tambunan

Black-capped White-eye Zosterops atricapilla

Quite common at Mt Kinabalu NP with up to 10 per day seen, a couple more were in the vicinity of the Rafflesia Reserve

at Tambunan

Mountain Black-eye Chlorocharis emiliae (E)

Only seen in the immediate vicinity of the Timpohon Gate on Mt Kinabalu were one on our first misty morning visit was

followed by about 15 on our next morning visit

Eurasian Tree Sparrow Parus montanus

Probably introduced. A few were seen in urban contexts

Dusky Munia Lonchura fuscans (E)

Quite common and widespread with small numbers recorded at almost all sites visited

Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata
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Introduced or escaped. Up to ten were near Tabunan

Chestnut (or Southern Black-headed) Munia Lonchura atricapilla jagori

Common in disturbed habitats such as around Sepilok where several were breeding

Mammals

Species order, nomenclature and Taxonomy follows Payne and Francis’ A Field Guide to the Mammals of Borneo (The

Sabah Society) corrected 1995 reprint unless otherwise indicated

Lesser Gymnure Hylomys suillus dorsalis

One ran across the road at Mt. Kinabalu on our first evening

Common Treeshrew Tupaia glis

Four were along the Silau Silau Trail at Mt. Kinabalu

Mountain Treeshrew Tupaia montana baluensis

One was noted at Mt. Kinabalu near the Timpohon Gate

Colugo (Flying Lemur) Cynocephalus variegatus natunae

One was seen on a night drive at Danum Valley

Large Flying Fox Pteropus vampyrus natunae

One was seen during the night cruise at Sukau

Wrinkle-lipped Free-tailed Bat Tadarida plicata plicata

Countless thousands left their roost caves at Gomantong where about 2 million are believed to live

Maroon Langur (Red Leaf Monkey) Presbytis rubicunda

A handful were seen at Gomantong and Danum Valley

Silvered Langur Presbytis cristata

Up to 20 were seen at Sukau

Proboscis Monkey Nasalis larvatus

Well over 50 were seen during our time at Sukau

Long-tailed Macaque Macaca fascicularis

Up to 10 per day were seen at almost all sites visited

Pig-tailed Macaque Macaca nemestrina nemestrina

Two at Mt. Kinabalu and six at Danum Valley were the only ones seen; surprisingly none were at the Orang-utan feeding

station at Sepilok
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Bornean Gibbon Hylobates muelleri

A couple were seen at Sukau and Danum Valley on occasion with many more heard at the latter locality

Bornean Orang-utan Pongo pygmaeus

A tame feral female was at Poring, eight semi-wild individuals came into the afternoon feeding session at Sepilok and

three wild individuals were found at Sukau. Sumatran Orang-utans are now usually regarded as a different species

Giant Squirrel Ratufa affinis

One was at Danum Valley

Prevost’s Squirrel Callosciurus prevosti

Common at Poring, Sukau and Danum Valley, a very attractive Squirrel

Plantain Squirrel Callosciurus notatus

A total of three were identified at Sukau

Ear-spot Squirrel Callosciurus adamsi

At least eight were seen at Mt. Kinabalu

Horse-tailed Squirrel Sundasciurus hippurus

Singles were at Poring, Sukau and Danum Valley

Jentink’s Squirrel Sundasciurus jentinki

One was noted at Mt. Kinabalu

Bornean Mountain Ground Squirrel Dremomys everetti

At least 10 were seen at Mt. Kinabalu

Plain Pygmy Squirrel Exilisciurus exilis

One at Poring was followed by a further five or so at Sukau and Danum Valley

Whitehead’s Pygmy Squirrel Exilisciurus whiteheadi

Four were noted at Mt. Kinabalu, an excellent little Squirrel

Red Giant Flying Squirrel Petaurista petaurista

One was seen on a night drive at Danum Valley

Binturong (Bear-cat) Arctitis binturong

One of these strange and rarely seen animals was a highlight of our night cruise at Sukau where it was eating fruit in a

tree at quite close range

Short-tailed Mongoose Herpestes brachyurus

One was seen twice at Danum Valley
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Leopard Cat Felis bengalensis

One found slumbering on the boardwalk at the Danum Valley Nature Trail one lunchtime was the first of three seen there

Marbled Cat Felis marmorata

Two, possibly the same mobile animal, were seen sitting high in trees during one of our night drives at Danum Valley

(Bornean Pygmy/Asian) Elephant Elephus maximus

Heard but not seen at Danum Valley

Bearded Pig Sus barbatus

One was seen between Sandakan and Sukau, a habituated individual resided in the grounds of the Borneo Rainforest

Lodge at Danum Valley where another was seen once

Lesser Mouse Deer Tragulus javanicus

At least five were seen at Danum Valley, mainly during night drives

Greater Mouse Deer Tragulus napu

One was at Danum Valley

Sambar Deer Cervus unicolor

Three were seen at Danum Valley


