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Days 0/1 Sunday 28th and Monday 29th September

Outbound, Kinabalu

Weather: fine and dry, hot and sticky in Kota Kinabalu, cooler at Mt. Kinabalu where 
cloudy in the evening

The midday outbound flight from London Heathrow to Kuala Lumpur left virtually on time. The flight from 

Kuala Lumpur to Kota Kinabalu, capital of Sabah, arrived on time and we were soon boarding the bus for the 

two-and-a-half hour drive to the Fairy Garden Hotel near Kinabalu Park. On arrival we checked in quickly and 

after a little time to freshen up set off on the five minute drive to the park where a couple of hours were spent 

birding along the Power Station Road beyond the Liwagu Restaurant. 

By the time we returned to the bus we had notched up a fair selection of mountain specialities including endemic 

Black-sided Flowerpecker, Bornean Whistler and Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrush with Little Cuckoo-dove, 

Mountain Leaf and Yellow-breasted Warblers, Indigo, Little Pied and Snowy-browed Flycatchers and Grey-

throated Babblers as a supporting cast. Back at the hotel there was time for a short rest before dinner and bed.



Mount Kinabalu & the Rainforests of Borneo Tour Report

2 © Naturetrek     January 09

Day 2 Tuesday 30th September

Kinabalu 

Weather: fine and dry

A pre-breakfast excursion to the park saw us arrive at the park headquarters at 05.40, just as dawn was breaking. 

Over the next couple of hours a selection of typical Kinabalu species were found including Bornean Treepies, 

Temminck's Sunbirds, Black-capped White-eyes, Chestnut-crested Yuhinas, Ochraceous Bulbul, Sunda Cuckoo-

shrike, Grey-chinned Minivets and Indigo Flycatcher. 

After breakfast back at the hotel we returned to the park and split into two groups to explore some of the trails, 

half visiting the Pandanus and Kiau View Trails and the rest the Mempening East Trail. Those on the Kiau View 

Trail had the most luck this morning with an obliging pair of Whitehead’s Trogons the obvious highlight but also 

seen were Golden-naped Barbet and others. The Mempening trail group enjoyed views of a White-crowned 

Forktails of the highland race (a potential split) and others. 

After lunch and a rest at the park’s Balsam Café we returned to the trails (the two groups visiting the opposite 

trail to that visited in the morning). This time it was those on the Mempening trail who scored with Whitehead’s 

Trogons, three being found, meaning that some people had seen five Trogons today and some none, such is 

birding! 

Day 3 Wednesday 1st October

Kinabalu and Mesilau

Weather: dry and fine until 14.00 then rain for an hour or so followed by dry but overcast 
conditions

Our pre-breakfast jaunt took us to the Timpohon Gate, the highest drivable place on the mountain, where we 

spent and hour near the power station watching numerous birds feasting on moths attracted by the lights. 

Highlights included our first Short-tailed Green Magpie, a couple of showy Flavescent Bulbuls, several Bornean 

Whistling-thrushes, some obliging Sunda Bush Warblers and a Golden-naped Barbet. A walk down the road 

produced some of the same species and fly-pasts by a few Ruddy Cuckoo-doves before we returned for 

breakfast. 

After breakfast, a 30 minute drive delivered us to Mesilau Nature Resort around the corner from Kinabalu Park 

where we had further chances to find some higher elevation species and also to avoid the holiday crowds. A 

short walk before lunch yielded little but when we returned to the lodge a White-browed Shortwing responded 

well to recordings and a couple of Mountain Tailorbirds showed very well. 

After lunch some opted to join local guide Ansow on a successful quest for pitcher plants while the rest lingered 

at the lodge or explored nearby areas once the lunchtime rain had eased. Highlights before we returned to our 

hotel at 17.00 included three Mountain Black-eyes, several Grey-chinned Minivets, Bornean Stubtail and Eye-

browed Jungle-flycatcher.
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Day 4 Thursday 2nd October

Kinabalu

Weather: dry and fine until 13.00 when rain for an hour gave way to thick low cloud.

Before breakfast we took a bus halfway to the Timpohon Gate and walked from there back to the Liwagu 

Restaurant. At first light a dark shape on the roadside gradually resolved itself into an ultra-rare Everett's Thrush 

and soon another joined it foraging on the verge. Also seen during the 20 minutes watching the thrushes were 

Snowy-browed Flycatcher and Eye-browed Jungle-flycatcher. Remarkably we came across another Everett’s 

Thrush near the start of the Kiau View Trail and while there Osman coaxed out a couple of very obliging 

Mountain Wren Babblers for prolonged good views. 

After breakfast at the hotel we returned to the park’s trails, again concentrating on the Kiau View and 

Mempening Trails, albeit somewhat different parts of them from those vested a couple of days earlier. Both 

groups succeeded in finding Whitehead’s Trogons this morning and the group on the Kiau View Trail were also 

treated to views of a pair of showy Whitehead’s Broadbills and a small flock of Bare-headed Laughingthrushes. 

Lunch at the Balsam Café was accompanied by intermittent rain and by the time we regrouped at the Liwagu 

Restaurant at 15.00 with a view to a return to the trails it was still rather damp and low cloud leading to poor 

visibility was also a problem. A snooze in the comfy chairs and a cup of coffee or two passed the time while we 

waited to see if the weather would clear but at 16.30 we gave up hope and returned to the hotel.

Day 5 Friday 3rd October

Poring Hot Springs

Weather: dry, mostly sunny, rather hot and sticky

A 05.30 departure saw us arrive at Poring Hot Springs at 06.15 where we spent 90 minutes birding along the 

chalet road where new birds came in the shape of Gold-whiskered Barbet, Large Woodshrike, Black-winged 

Flycatcher-shrike, Black-and yellow Broadbill and Chestnut-breasted Malkoha, all species that are characteristic 

of lower elevations than those found in Kinabalu Park. 

After breakfast at the Rainforest Café we walked a short distance to the start of the Waterfall Trail and spent 

most of the rest of the morning birding around a small but productive glade where further new species included 

Blyth’s Hawk Eagle, Black-and-red Broadbill, Plain Sunbird, Streaked Bulbul and Yellow-bellied Warbler. 

During lunch at the café word came through that a couple of Rafflesia kettei were in flower nearby and most 

people accompanied Osman on a ten minute hike to see them while those who carried on birding were rewarded 

with a couple of Scaly-breasted Bulbuls. At 15.00 we returned to the Chalet Road seeing Blue-eared Barbet, a 

couple more streaked Bulbuls and our first Dusky Munias before heading for home.

Day 6 Saturday 4th October

Kinabalu
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Weather: fine and dry in the morning, overcast with distant thunder in the afternoon but dry

Before breakfast we returned to the Timpohon Gate and enjoyed good views of various higher elevation species 

including several unusually obliging Golden-naped Barbets and a couple of Bornean Whistling Thrushes before 

walking part way down the road where a White-browed Shrike Babblers showed well and White-browed 

Shortwing showed briefly. 

After breakfast, attention was focussed along the Power Station Road north of the Liwagu Restaurant and we 

eventually came across a large feeding flock containing many Mountain and Yellow-breasted Warblers, Bornean 

Whistlers, Grey-throated Babblers and others. After lunch most of the group accompanied Osman to the 

Kundasang War Memorial where numerous orchids were on show while the rest of us explored the Silau Silau 

and Kiau View trails seeing Maroon Woodpecker, a couple of Bornean Stubtails and others.

Day 7 Sunday 5th October

En route to Sepilok; Sepilok 

Weather: dry and bright, hot and sticky at Sepilok where overcast and thundery but dry 
later

After breakfast we loaded the bus and set off on the five hour journey to Sepilok. A couple of brief stops were 

made to look at soaring raptors with Crested Serpent and Blyth’s Hawk Eagles seen before we arrived at Sepilok 

Nature Resort in time for lunch. At 13.45 we drove the very short distance to the Orang-utan Rehabilitation 

Centre where a 30 minute video detailing the work undertaken there was followed by a short walk to the feeding 

platform where six semi-wild Orang-utans and a few Pig-tailed Macaques appeared for a handout. 

About half the group then returned to the hotel for a rest while the remainder visited a new site nearby called 

Sepilok Rainforest Discovery Centre where a large and stable canopy walkway allows excellent views over the 

rainforest. A Rufous-collared Kingfisher near the walkway was a particular highlight but other species seen there 

before we headed back under the threat of rain included Rufous-bellied Eagle, White-bellied Woodpecker and 

several Hill Mynas.

Day 8 Monday 6th October

Sepilok, en route to Sukau, Sukau

Weather: hot and sticky, dry and sunny until mid afternoon when steady light rain from 
15.00-16.30 and 18.00-20.30

A pre-breakfast return visit to The Rainforest Discovery Centre canopy walkway produced good views of White-

bellied, Orange-backed and Buff-rumped Woodpeckers along with Red-naped Trogon and various other species. 

After breakfast about half of the group opted to return to the Orang-utan feeding platform for the 10.00 show 

while others remained in the lodge area relaxing or enjoying the local birdlife, including our only Scarlet-backed 

Flowerpeckers. 
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At 11.00 we drove the short distance to Sandakan where a buffet lunch was taken in the Sandakan Hotel before 

we departed to a nearby jetty where two boats were waiting to transfer us to Sukau, a journey of about 3 hours. 

On arrival at Sukau we quickly checked-in but with light rain falling and the risk of more to come we abandoned 

the idea of a short evening cruise and either relaxed in the pleasant lodge surroundings or spent some time 

exploring the excellent boardwalk through the jungle behind the lodge which produced such gems as Scarlet-

rumped Trogons and a Black-headed Pitta. During dinner a Buffy Fish Owl took up residence on a post right 

next to the restaurant allowing everyone good views by torchlight. 

Day 9 Tuesday 7th October

Sukau

Weather: hot and sticky, dry

We boarded three motorised canoes at dawn and were soon switching to quiet electric motors as we made our 

way along the narrow Menangol Tributary of the main Kinabatangan River. An excellent array of species was 

seen before we returned for breakfast at 08.30 with particular highlights being Hooded Pittas, White-fronted 

Falconet, perched views of Long-tailed Parakeets and Diard’s Trogons. Mammal interest came in the shape of 

several Proboscis Monkeys but as we returned to the main channel a Bornean Gibbon was spotted in a bare tree 

and gave some decent views and put on a bit of a show of acrobatics. 

After breakfast, during which three Storm’s Storks and three or four Lesser Adjutants were soaring over the 

forest opposite, there was time to relax or to explore the boardwalk behind the lodge. Several people opted to 

join a guided walk there with the lodge’s resident naturalist, Winston, who is an expert on the various uses of 

rainforest plants. Birds seen by those who did their own thing included Horsefield’s, Ferruginous and Chestnut-

rumped Babbler plus Black-capped Jungle-babbler. 

At 15.00 we set off in the canoes again and travelled upstream for a while before diverting into a narrow channel 

that then opened out into a large basin, Several Proboscis Monkeys were seen, as were Long-tailed Macaques and 

our first wild Orang-utan (or at least bits of it) was glimpsed by some just before it disappeared into its nest for 

the night. Light rain set in as we returned towards the lodge but this had all but stopped by 20.30 when we set 

off on a night cruise during which everyone enjoyed views of roosting Stork-billed and Blue-eared Kingfishers 

and feeding Malayan Fruit Bats with some also seeing Black-and- red Broadbills, Buffy Fish Owls and a 

Common Palm Civet.

Day 10 Wednesday 8th October

Sukau and Gomantong Caves

Weather: hot and sticky, dry

A pre-breakfast return to the Menangol Tributary was soon rewarded with views of a group of Crested Firebacks 

strutting through the jungle and a scarce Moustached Hawk Cuckoo. Those who had missed yesterday’s Hooded 

Pittas were treated to good views of an uncharacteristically showy individual and several more were glimpsed. 
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After breakfast there was ample time to explore the boardwalk behind the lodge with highlights including a 

couple of Rufous Woodpeckers, a pair of Rufous-chested Flycatchers and a decent sized feeding flock with half-

a-dozen Buff-necked Woodpeckers accompanying the various babblers present. 

After lunch we set off across the river where a bus was waiting to take us to Gomantong Caves, half an hour 

away. Stopping a couple of kilometres before the visitors centre at Gomantong we walked the remainder of the 

way along the road through some excellent rainforest habitat. A perched Rhinoceros Hornbill was the first to be 

seen by most of the group and a Crimson-winged Woodpecker showed well with a Plaintive Cuckoo seen more 

briefly. 

At the visitors centre most chose to join Osman on a short walk to the cave while others remained in the car 

park area where the first bats were already visible as they emerged from the cave complex and attracted raptors 

including Rufous-bellied and Wallace’s Hawk Eagles, Peregrine (of the rather rare race ernestii) and a handful of 

Bat Hawks; also present was a very obliging Whiskered Treeswift. En route to the cave an Orang-utan was seen 

briefly but well by most people; the cave itself received a mixed response, on the one hand it is a fascinating 

ecosystem while on the other it is basically a big pile of bat poo covered in cockroaches and other crunchy 

invertebrates. Just before those at the cave returned to the car park area an Orang-utan was discovered there and 

proceeded to give excellent views to all while feeding on small figs in a rather bare treetop before retiring for the 

night.

Day 11 Thursday 9th October

Sukau; en route to Danum Valley

Weather: dry and bright until mid-afternoon when rain set in for a couple of hours, hot and 
sticky

There was time for some further exploration of the lodge boardwalk before breakfast at 08.00 and our 09.00 

departure for Lahad Datu, the first leg of our journey to the fabled Danum Valley. The obvious highlight this 

morning was a Black-headed Pitta seen bouncing through the leaf litter by a couple of people. The two-and-a-

half hour journey to Lahad Datu passed smoothly; there was certainly little to detain us en route as we passed 

through mile after mile of oil palm monoculture. 

Lunch at the Executive Hotel in Lahad Datu was followed by a short period to rest or explore the town and pick 

up a few provisions. At 13.00 a fleet of vehicles had assembled at the Borneo Rainforest Lodge offices and we 

soon boarded them and began our journey to the Danum Valley for a five night stay. After 30 minutes on paved 

roads we diverted off onto a rough logging track and, with a short loo stop en route, arrived at the lodge in heavy 

rain just over three hours later. The rain soon eased off and we had a little time to explore the immediate vicinity 

of the lodge before darkness fell with a couple of Crested Firebacks and Mouse Deer as rewards. 

After dinner a night drive lasting about one hour was most productive and gave great views of two rarely seen 

stars in the shape of a Barred Eagle Owl and a Slow Loris.

Day 12 Friday 10th October

Danum Valley
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Weather: hot and sticky, rain from 15.00-18.30

Our first full day at Danum Valley commenced with a pre-breakfast walk along the Access Road. A short 

diversion towards the staff quarters resulted in decent views of a Bornean Gibbon in a large tree there though 

attempts to view birds in fruiting tree were hampered by early morning mist. Moving on we positioned ourselves 

in a clearing near the canopy walkway we were soon rewarded with a prized find in the shape of three Bornean 

Bristleheads that posed for ages, quite unlike their normal busy selves. A couple of Diard’s Trogons also showed 

particularly well along with numerous babblers and bulbuls and a selection of Hornbills though a small group of 

Chestnut-backed Scimitar-babblers proved less obliging. Returning towards the lodge we were told of an Orang-

utan near the staff quarters and enjoyed some great views of a large male complete with cheek-pouches before 

the lure of coffee and hash-browns became too strong. 

After breakfast we divided into three groups to explore some of the narrower trails. Those who accompanied 

Wangkong (our local guide) along the Segama Trail were rewarded with views of a Black-throated Wren-babbler 

and a Blue-headed Pitta that he coaxed from cover. Others chanced across another, and uncharacteristically 

obliging, Blue-headed Pitta that spent five minutes on and around the boardwalk to the canopy walkway.  Heavy 

rain in the afternoon led to the cancellation of our planned walks so we sat at the lodge watching the river rise 

and enjoyed coffee and cake.

An hour-long night drive before dinner coincided with an improvement in the weather with highlights including 

Flying Squirrels and a few Mouse Deer.

Day 13 Saturday 11th October

Danum Valley

Weather: hot and sticky

After an early breakfast, and watching a couple of Crested Fireback’s near our rooms, we boarded the lodge 

truck and were delivered to the far end of the Access Road from where we slowly walked the 6km back to the 

lodge. At the gate a couple of Black-throated Wren-babblers were typically elusive though everyone managed at 

least a couple of flight views while a flowering tree nearby attracted a Yellow-eared Spiderhunter and a Red-

throated Sunbird along with large numbers of bulbuls. As the air began to warm a couple of Wallace’s Hawk 

eagles took to the air and another was seen perched, as were a handful of Blue-rumped Parrots in a fruiting tree. 

Other species seen before we arrived back at the lodge at 11.00 included Lesser Cuckooshrikes, Grey-headed 

Babbler, Rufous Piculet and Chestnut-backed Scimitar-babblers. 

Some opted to explore the nearby Nature Trail either side of lunch and were rewarded with a good selection of 

Babblers including Moustached and Short-tailed while the male Orang-utan was still present near the staff 

quarters and offered some excellent photo opportunities.

Our evening was spent exploring some of the nearby trails or walking along the Access Road with highlights in 

the shape of Blue-headed Pitta, Grey-chested Jungle Flycatcher and Bornean and Striped Wren-babblers.
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Day 14 Sunday 12th October

Danum Valley

Weather: Hot and sticky, heavy rain during the lunch break followed by overcast conditions

Highlights along the Access Road before breakfast included Fluffy-backed Tit-babblers, a Crested Goshawk and 

a couple of fleeting Banded Broadbills. After breakfast we either returned to the trails or again concentrated 

along the Access Road and canopy walkway area where a large feeding flock contained several Chestnut-rumped 

Babblers, a couple of elusive Crested Jays, Buff-necked and Grey-and-buff Woodpeckers and some very obliging 

Diard’s Trogons. The Blue-headed Pitta here also showed briefly again. 

Rain after lunch was accompanied by the surprise appearance of a Red-necked Phalarope on the river below the 

lodge though it didn’t linger long. After the rain stopped we again concentrated on the Access Road where a 

couple of Black-headed Pittas were eventually located calling from either side of the track and even posed for the 

scope, nearby our first Red-throated Bee-eaters were found and showed well, albeit in rather gloomy light. The 

undoubted highlight of another night-drive before dinner was a Colugo.

Day 15 Monday 13th October

Danum Valley

Weather: hot and sticky, dry, rain for most of the afternoon

More energetic members of the group opted to go on a hike with Osman to the viewpoint/coffin cliff area high 

above the lodge while others either did their own thing or drove to the far end of the Access Road and walked 

slowly back. Up at the viewpoint a Helmeted Hornbill was seen briefly and the panoramic view admired while 

along the road a succession of good sightings included an obliging Red-bearded Bee-eater, our only Bar-winged 

Flycatcher-shrikes, a couple of White-bellied Woodpeckers, a White-fronted Falconet, perched Grey-rumped 

Treeswifts and a day roosting Colugo (with a youngster). During the preceding days we had occasionally heard 

Great Argus calling in the distance but this morning one sounded much closer and we quickly located it standing 

in full view at the start of the Tekala trail where it remained for ages. Rain set in after lunch resulting in the 

consumption of more coffee and cake; it finally stopped raining at 17.00 so we ventured out along the road but 

little was seen in the rapidly failing light.

Day 16 Tuesday 14th October

En route to KK

Weather: hot and sticky, a little rain in the afternoon

There was time for a final brief exploration of the Access Road before breakfast and our departure for Lahad 

Datu. A few obvious omissions from our list were filled before we left including Cream-vented Bulbuls and 

Dark-necked Tailorbirds and a Grey-headed Babbler showed briefly but very well. The three-and-a-half hour 

journey to Lahad Datu airport saw us arrive there in plenty of time to eat our packed lunches before we caught 

our on-time flight to Kota Kinabalu where we quickly checked-in to the Shangri-la Hotel.  
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Day 17 Wednesday 15th October

En route to Pulau Tiga; Pulau Tiga

After a bit of a lie-in and a leisurely breakfast we left the hotel at 08.00 and a couple of hours later arrived in the 

small coastal town of Kuala Penyu, a stop along the way to look at a Lesser Coucal also resulting in the surprise 

discovery of a Ruddy-breasted Crake. At Kuala Penyu a launch was waiting to transfer us to Pulau Tiga, 35 

minutes away. The journey across a calm sea was enlivened by a group of up to 100 Red-necked Phalaropes 

congregated at an area of flotsam but we were soon checking in at the Pulau Tiga Resort and settling down to a 

buffet lunch. 

Just after lunch a quick check of the swifts and hirundines overhead revealed the presence of a Eurasian Crag 

Martin hawking around with the swallows (the first record for Borneo!). At 15.00 some opted to join Osman on 

an exploration of the island interior and its mud volcano while the rest went in search of migrants near the 

National Park offices and adjacent mangrove-lined lagoon. Three Chinese Egrets at the lagoon where a particular 

highlight and migrants in the area included a showy Yellow Bittern, several Grey-tailed Tattlers and other waders, 

a Brown Shrike and a small group of Chestnut-cheeked Starlings associating with the local Asian Glossy 

Starlings. A single Lesser Frigatebird was seen somewhat distantly and back at the lodge two Blue-naped Parrots 

showed briefly as they went to roost. During the evening a couple of people connected with Tabon Scrubfowls 

along the trails behind the lodge.

Day 18 Thursday 16 October

Pulau Tiga, en route to KK

Weather: hot and sticky, very light rain in the afternoon as we returned to Kota Kinabalu

An early morning excursion allowed some to see Tabon Scrubfowls with most of the rest of the group catching 

up with one or more later in the morning, when Mangrove Blue Flycatchers were also found. After breakfast 

about half of the group accompanied Osman on a boat trip to Snake Island where the local guides found some 

of the Yellow-lipped Sea Kraits (a recently discovered species) for which it is famous. Others opted to spend the 

morning looking for Scrubfowls and migrants or snorkelling in the very calm and clear water near the lodge. 

After lunch we returned to Kuala Penyu on a slightly choppy sea. The bus journey back to Kota Kinabalu was 

punctuated by a couple of stops to look at birds in the ricefields near Papar; a few waders were present, with 

Long-toed Stints the pick of the bunch, but also seen were three Chestnut Bitterns, a couple of Black-winged 

Kites, a Peregrine, a brief White-browed Crake, Striated Grassbirds, Purple Swamphens and various other 

wetland species.

Day 19 Friday 17th October

Crocker Range, inbound to UK via Kuala Lumpur

Weather: hot and sticky, a little cooler in the hills, dry until heavy rain from 14.00



Mount Kinabalu & the Rainforests of Borneo Tour Report

10 © Naturetrek     January 09

Those who opted for a final morning excursion in to the Crocker Range had breakfast at 04.00 and were on the 

road at 04.45 for the 90 minute journey into the hills south of Mt. Kinabalu. Others chose to relax at the hotel, 

do a little shopping in town or visited the Tanjung Aru area (where a couple of Brown-capped Pygmy 

Woodpeckers and a Pied Triller were seen). 

At the Crocker range we initially positioned ourselves in a large clearing and soon began to see several species

not seen since the start of the tour as Chestnut-hooded Laughing-thrushes, Chestnut-crested Yuhinas and others 

moved through the trees. A Black-crested Bulbul was new for the tour but only Osman got a view of a very 

fleeting Whitehead’s Spiderhunter that was gone almost as soon as it appeared. At another site nearby we waited 

in vain for a spiderhunter to show up at a songpost but Blue-winged Leafbird was new. Moving on to the 

Rafflesia Reserve area we heard but couldn’t see a Mountain Barbet (an absence of fruiting trees hampering us 

here) but a Whitehead’s Broadbill flew past and we had final views of Black-sided Flowerpecker and others 

before heading back to Kota Kinabalu. 

On arrival we regrouped and had time for a shower and some final packing before lunch. At 15.00 we were on 

our way to the airport where check-in was swift and we had time for a coffee or a little shopping before our 

flight to Kuala Lumpur. A couple of hours in transit in Kuala Lumpur allowed for more shopping before we 

boarded our flight to London which left virtually on time shortly before midnight 

Day 20 Saurday 18th October

Inbound to UK 

We arrived at Heathrow a little late at 06.15 but soon gathered at the carousel to collect our bags and say our 

goodbyes at the end of a most enjoyable and productive tour. By 07.30 we were on our way to our respective 

corners of the UK.

Receive our e-newsletter

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up.

Naturetrek Facebook

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans. 

Setting up a personal profile at www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists

Birds

Species order follows the Birdlife International Checklist of the Birds of the World; accepted species and ssp. 

follow Clements Checklist of the Birds of the World (6th ed) with variations from this proposed or adopted by 

authoritative sources given as appropriate. Endemic species are marked ‘E’ after the scientific name and endemic 

subspecies ‘e’ NL indicates a species was not seen by the tour leader or guides while LO indicates only the tour 

leader or guides connected with a species

Tabon Scrubfowl Megapodius c. cumingii

Up to 10 were seen and several more heard on Pulau Tiga

Crested Fireback Lophura ignite nobilis e 

A group of about seven gave some good views during our second morning river cruise at Sukau and up to three 

or four were occasionally around our chalets at Danum Valley. Bornean birds differ quite markedly from 

populations elsewhere in having a chestnut rather than black belly and a yellowish rather than white tail, species 

status may be warranted. Regarded as near-threatened by Birdlife International

Great Argus Argusianus argus grayi e 

One male at the junction of the Access Road and Tekala Trail at Danum Valley gave excellent and prolonged 

views, a few more were heard at Danum Valley. Regarded as near-threatened by Birdlife International

[Red-breasted Partridge Arborophila hyperythra erythrophrys E 

Regularly heard at Kinabalu Park but not seen]

[Chestnut-necklaced Partridge Arborophila charltonii graydoni e 

Frequently heard but not seen at Sukau and to a lesser extent at Danum Valley. Regarded as near-threatened by 

Birdlife International]

[Crimson-headed Wood-partridge Haematortyx sanguiniceps E 

Heard on two occasions at Kinabalu Park but not seen]

Wandering Whistling-duck Dendrocygne a. arcuata

About 10 were on pools in the ricefields near Papar, this species used to be very rare in Borneo and the first 

records for Sabah occurred within the last ten years but it seems to be undergoing a range expansion and is now 

seen quite regularly

Storm’s Stork Ciconia stormi

Up to three were seen soaring opposite our lodge at Sukau on successive mornings. Regarded as endangered by 

Birdlife International

Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus

Three were seen distantly in flight at Sukau one morning
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Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis

A migrant immature on Pulau Tiga gave some great views over two days

Cinnamon Bittern Ixobrychus cinnamomeus

Three were seen briefly at the ricefields near Papar

Striated Heron Butorides striata javanica / amurensis

Singles were noted at Sukau and Danum Valley, in addition to local birds of the race javanica some migrants of 

the race amurensis also reach Borneo in winter but the races only differ in size so are indistinguishable in the field

‘Eastern’ Cattle Egret Bubulcus (ibis) coromandus

Dozens were at Kota Kinabalu and Lahad Datu airports with a few more along roadsides as we travelled, small 

numbers of apparent migrants were at Danum Valley and Pulau Tiga. Birds of the Asiatic race coromandus are 

sometimes split as Eastern Cattle Egret B. coromandus and differ from birds in Europe and Africa in showing 

much more extensive buff colouration in breeding plumage and in being rather longer necked. At least the large 

majority of birds occurring in Borneo are winter visitors from mainland Asia though a few may be resident

Great-billed Heron Ardea s. sumatrana

One was seen on successive days on the river below the lodge at Danum Valley

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea manilensis

Three at Sukau were followed by a couple on roadside pools near Gomantong and three more were in the 

ricefields near Papar

Great Egret Ardea alba modesta

Small numbers were at most wetland areas visited; the large majority of birds seen in Borneo are winter visitors 

from mainland Asia

Intermediate Egret Mesophoyx i. intermedia

A handful were seen during our boat trip from Sandakan to Sukau with several more in ricefields near Papar; 

.another winter visitor from the north

Little Egret Egretta garzetta garzetta 

Encountered in small numbers at most wetland sites, at least most were of the pale-toed migratory race garzetta 

from the north although dark-toed migrants from the south (ssp. nigripes) also occur

Chinese Egret Egretta eulophotes

Three showed well on the lagoon on Pulau Tiga, a regular wintering site for this declining species which Birdlife 

International class as vulnerable

Pacific Reef Egret Egretta s. sacra

About six were seen at and near Pulau Tiga, half were white phase individuals
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Lesser Frigatebird Fregata a. ariel 

One male was seen rather distantly over Pulau Tiga

Oriental Darter Anhinga m. melanogaster

Up to a dozen were seen at Sukau with a couple more at Danum Valley. Regarded as near-threatened by Birdlife 

International who consider Asiatic, African and Australasian taxa as separate species, unlike some authors

White-fronted Falconet Microhierax latifrons E

Singles were seen at Sukau and Danum Valley; this species is effectively endemic to Sabah with just a couple of 

unconfirmed reports from elsewhere in Borneo. Regarded as near-threatened by Birdlife International

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus japonensis or calidus & ernestii

One hunting bats at Gomantong Caves was of the rather dark (and rare) resident race ernestii; a much paler bird 

on a pylon near Papar was a migrant of the race japonensis or calidus from Japan or Siberia

Oriental Honey-buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus torquatus or orientalis

One was seen quite briefly in flight at Sukau after an earlier probable near Kinabalu Park; resident (torquatus) and 

migrant (orientalis) races occur

Bat Hawk Machaeramphus a. alcinus

Five or six put on a display of their bat catching skills at Gomantong Caves, one of the best places anywhere to 

see this very scarce and localised species

Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus hypoleucos

One near Kota Kinabalu airport was followed by two more near Papar. Formerly known as Black-shouldered 

Kite, that name is now applied solely to birds from Australasia that are now regarded by most as a separate 

species

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indicus intermedius

Small numbers were seen at Sandakan, Sukau, Lahad Datu and Kota Kinabalu; about 20 were recorded in total

White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster 

Four or five were seen along the Kinabatangan River where they put on a good show, a couple more were at 

Pulau Tiga

Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela pallidus e

After the first couple en route to Sepilok, one or two were seen most days at Sukau with others at Gomantong 

and Danum Valley

Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus microstictus e 

Singles were seen on two occasions at Kinabalu Park with others at Sukau (in display flight) and Danum Valley

Rufous-bellied Hawk-eagle Hieraatus kienerii formosus

A soaring adult at Sepilok was followed by a juvenile chasing bats at Gomantong
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Blyth’s Hawk-eagle Spizaetus alboniger

Two were over Poring Hot Springs, one en route from Kinabalu Park to Sepilok, one or two at Danum Valley 

and two more in the Crocker Range, a good showing.

Wallace’s Hawk-eagle Spizaetus n. nanus 

After the first at Gomantong a further five were seen at Sukau and Danum Valley. Regarded as vulnerable by 

Birdlife International

Ruddy-breasted Crake Porzana fusca fusca or erythrothorax

One was seen between Kota Kinabalu and Papar when we stopped to look at a Lesser Coucal in a roadside field. 

This is a rare bird in Borneo with only about 10 previous records, though it is unclear whether it is a rare resident 

(probably ssp. fusca) or a migrant (probably ssp. erythrothorax)

White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis p. phoenicurus

Half a dozen at Papar ricefields followed a handful of earlier birds seen from the moving bus

White-browed Crake Porzana cinerea

One was seen briefly in ricefields near Papar

Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio indicus

Three were in ricefields near Papar. This species is a recent colonist in northern Borneo, the first records near 

Kota Kinabalu occurring as recently as 1998. Some authors favour a six-way split of this widespread species with 

Bornean birds belonging to a grouping that would become Black-backed Swamphen P. indicus

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus orientalis &/or chloropus

About a dozen were in ricefields near Papar

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus

One was seen near Papar

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius curonicus 

One was in the ricefields near Papar

Greater Sandplover Charadrius l. leschenaulti

A couple were seen on Pulau Tiga

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus variegatus

Half a dozen were on Pulau Tiga

Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata orientalis

One was seen at the mouth of the Kinabatangan River as we travelled to Sukau

Common Redshank Tringa t. totanus or eurhinus

One was seen at the mouth of the Kinabatangan River as we travelled to Sukau
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Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola

Up to 20 were in the ricefields near Papar

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos

Rather common and widespread with most wetland areas holding at least a couple

Grey-tailed Tattler Tringa brevipes

Up to 10 were on Pulau Tiga

Long-toed Stint Calidris subminuta

At least six were in the ricefields near Papar

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus

One that appeared briefly on the river below the lodge at Danum Valley during a thunderstorm was a surprise 

find (and probably the first ever recorded there) and another 100 or so were in a tight flock amongst a mass of 

flotsam between Kuala Penyu and Pulau Tiga

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus

One was reported at Kota Kinabalu (NL)

Great Crested Tern Sterna bergii cristata

About six were seen near Sandakan as we travelled by boat to Sukau, some of about ten unidentified terns seen 

en route to Pulau Tiga were probably this species

Little Tern Sterna albifrons pusilla or sinensis

Four were seen at Pulau Tiga

Whiskered Tern Childonias hybridus hybridus &/or fluviatilis

A couple at Sukau and near Gomantong were followed by a couple more near Papar, migrants from the north 

(hybridus) and the south (fluviatilis) both occur in Borneo

White-winged Black Tern Childonias leucopterus

One was seen at Sukau (NL)

 [‘Feral’ Rock Pigeon Columba livia 

Small numbers were present in urban contexts]

Spotted Dove Stigmatopelia chinensis tigrina

Small numbers were seen in most urban contexts with a few more along roadsides as we travelled through oil 

palm monoculture

Ruddy Cuckoo-dove Macropygia emiliana borneensis e

A couple were seen most days at Kinabalu Park and at Poring Hot Springs with a couple more in the Crocker 

Range
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Little Cuckoo-dove Macropygia ruficeps nana e 

At least six at Kinabalu Park were followed by six more in the Crocker Range

Emerald Dove Chalcophaps i. indica 

Singles were seen on two occasions at Sukau and twice more at Danum Valley

[Zebra Dove Geopelia striata 

One was seen in Kota Kinabalu, an introduced species in Borneo (NL)]

Thick-billed Green Pigeon Treron curvirostra 

A couple showed rather poorly in early morning mist at Danum Valley

Little Green Pigeon Treron olax

Three or four were seen in flight at Sukau

Pink-necked Green Pigeon Treron vernans

Up to 20 were in central Kota Kinabalu with a couple more on Pulau Tiga

Jambu Fruit Dove Ptilinopus jambu

One was seen near our hotel just outside Kinabalu Park (NL)

Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula a. aenea 

Small numbers were seen throughout the lowlands after the first at Sepilok; about 50 were recorded in total

Mountain Imperial Pigeon Ducula b. badia

Up to 8 per day were seen in flight at Kinabalu Park and Poring Hot Springs with over 20, including a few 

perched birds, in the Crocker Range

Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot Loriculus galgulus

Small numbers were seen in flight at Sepilok, Sukau and Danum Valley, a couple of perched birds were seen 

during our final morning walk at the latter

Blue-rumped Parrot Psittinus c. cyanurus

About ten were seen at Danum Valley, several posed for the scope but this species is often only seen in flight

Blue-naped Parrot Tanygnathus l. lucionensis or salvadorii

Two were seen on Pulau Tiga with three more at Tanjung Aru; suggestions that birds in Borneo are introduced 

probably have no strong foundation

Long-tailed Parakeet Psittacula l. longicauda 

About 30 were seen in flight at Sepilok, a similar number at Sukau included several perched birds

[Large Hawk Cuckoo Cuculus sparveroides bocki 

Heard but not seen at Kinabalu Park and in the Crocker Range]
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Moustached Hawk Cuckoo Cuculus vagans 

One showed briefly but well at Sukau during our second morning cruise along the Menangol Tributary

[Hodgson's Hawk Cuckoo Cuculus nisicolor ssp.

Heard but not seen at Danum Valley. Some authors now regard Hodgson’s Hawk Cuckoo as consisting of four 

different species, three of which occur in Borneo: Malaysian Hawk Cuckoo C. fugax (resident); Hodgson's Hawk 

Cuckoo C. nisicolor (migrant); and Northern Hawk Cuckoo C. hyperythrus (migrant), it is not known to which of 

these taxa the calling bird belonged]

[‘Oriental Cuckoo’ Cuculus opiatus ssp.

One was seen at Kinabalu Park. Many authors now regard Oriental Cuckoo as consisting of three species, all of 

which occur in Borneo: Sunda Cuckoo C. Lepidus (resident in the highlands), Himalayan Cuckoo C. saturatus

(migrant, distribution uncertain) and Oriental (aka Horsfield’s) Cuckoo C. opiatus (migrant, mainly in the 

lowlands). The likelihood is that the bird seen was of the form lepidus (Sunda Cuckoo) but there is no guarantee 

of this.]

Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus threnodes 

One was heard and seen briefly in flight along the Gomantong approach road

Raffles’s Malkoha Phaenicophaeus c. chlorophaeus

About 20 were seen at a range of lowland forest sites after the first at Sepilok

Red-billed Malkoha Phaenicophaeus javanicus 

One was at Gomantong and two at Danum Valley

Chestnut-breasted Malkoha Phaenicophaeus curvirostris microrhinus e 

After the first couple at Poring Hot Springs this species was seen fairly regularly with three at Sepilok, two at 

Sukau and eight at Danum Valley

Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis bubutus 

Two singles were seen at Danum Valley where a couple more were heard

Lesser Coucal Centropus bengalensis javanensis 

Three were seen in ricefields near Papar

Barred Eagle-owl Bubo sumatranus strepitans 

One was seen well during the first night drive at Danum Valley

Buffy Fish-owl Ketupa k. ketupu 

Three were seen at Sukau, including one sitting next to the restaurant during dinner, and one at Danum Valley

Glossy Swiftlet Collocalia esculenta cyanoptila
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Rather common, birds were nesting at our hotel near Kinabalu Park (and exhibiting a distinct blue-sheen – see 

Cave Swiftlet); present in good numbers at all lowland sites visited except Pulau Tiga and nesting in the entrance 

to Gomantong Caves 

Cave Swiflet Collocalia linchi dodgei e

Birds breeding inside Kinabalu Park are generally regarded as this species rather than the very similar Glossy 

Swiftlet and in good light clearly exhibited a green rather than bluish sheen. More recently it has been suggested 

that these green-glossed birds should be regarded as a new endemic species called Bornean Swiftlet C. dodgei 

(though perhaps Dodgy Swiftlet would be a better name!)

[Swiftlet species Aerodromus spp.

Large numbers of Aerodromus Swiftlets were seen throughout, however, without views of their characteristic nests 

identification can only be speculative (and there is some disagreement about which species occur in Borneo 

anyway, as well as species limits within the whole Aerodromus complex). It is more than likely that we saw at least 

the following species: Mossy-nest Swiftlet A. salangana; Black-nest Swiftlet A. maxima and Edible-nest Swiftlet A. 

fuciphagus. In addition, some relatively small and conspicuously whitish-rumped birds on Pulau Tiga and at Papar 

ricefields were probably Germain’s Swiftlet A. germani. Much more work is needed to clarify the taxonomy and 

status of Aerodromus Swiflets in Borneo and, indeed, elsewhere]

Silver-rumped Needletail Rhaphidura leucopygialis

Regularly seen in small numbers in forest contexts at Sepilok, Sukau and Danum Valley

White-throated Needletail Hirundapus c. caudacutus

About six were seen in the Crocker Range, migrants from Siberia

Brown-backed Needletail Hirundapus g. giganteus / indicus

Half a dozen at Sukau were followed by about 10 at Danum Valley, six on Pulau Tiga (including at least two 

white-lored birds of the migratory race indicus) and10 in the Crocker Range

Asian Palm-Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis infumatus

About 20 at Sepilok were followed by four more on Pulau Tiga

House Swift Apus nipalensis subfurcatus

A handful were seen as we drove to Kinabalu Park at the start of the tour and couple more were seen at the 

ricefields near Papar 

Grey-rumped Treeswift Hemiprocne longipennis harterti 

A couple of dozen at Sepilok were followed by similar numbers at Danum Valley where a couple were eventually 

seen perched

Whiskered Treeswift Hemiprocne c. comata 

After the first, a very obliging perched bird at Gomantong, a handful more were seen at Danum Valley; always a 

favourite!
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Red-naped Trogon Harpactes kasumba impavidus e 

Singles were seen at Sepilok and Danum Valley

Diard’s Trogon Harpactes d. diardii

Two or three at Sukau were followed by six at Danum Valley; some excellent prolonged views were enjoyed

Whiteheads Trogon Harpactes whiteheadi

A total of seven were seen along the trails at Kinabalu Park, some gave prolonged views in the scope

Scarlet-rumped Trogon Harpactes duvaucelii

The ten seen were shared between Sukau and Danum Valley, several gave good views

Dollarbird Eurystomus o. orientalis / deignani / abundus

After one at Sepilok, a further 20 or so were found in a range of lowland sites, four on Pulau Tiga were 

presumably migrants; the subspecies differ slightly in size only and cannot be distinguished in the field

Rufous-collared Kingfisher Actenoides concretus borneanus e 

One showed very well at Sepilok

Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis inominata e

A couple at Sepilok were followed by a handful at Sukau, a couple more were at Danum Valley

Collared Kingfisher Todiramphus chloris laubmannianus 

A couple were on roadside wires as we drove through oil palm monoculture and four or five noisy individuals 

were on Pulau Tiga

Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher Ceyx erithaca ssp.

This species is often split into two species (Black-backed Dwarf Kingfisher C. erithaca and Rufous-backed Dwarf 

Kingfisher C. rufidorsa) on the basis of overlapping distribution without interbreeding through most of the range; 

however the situation in Borneo is much more complex with at least 80% of birds occurring there showing 

mixed characteristics suggestive of unchecked hybridisation. A couple at Sukau were followed by a couple more 

at Danum Valley but views of all were rather fleeting so we were unable to establish which of the two forms they 

appeared closest to

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis bengalensis

Singles were seen twice on the Kinabatangan River at Sukau with another in ricefields near Papar

Blue-eared Kingfisher Alcedo meninting verreauxii

A couple at Sepilok were followed by about 15 at Sukau and one at Danum Valley

Red-bearded Bee-eater Nyctyornis amictus 

Three or four were seen at Danum Valley
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Blue-throated Bee-eater Merops v. viridis 

The seven seen were shared between Sepilok, Sukau and Danum Valley

Bushy-crested Hornbill Anorrhinus galeritus 

20 at Sukau and Gomantong were followed by another 15 or so at Danum Valley

Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris convexus

Small numbers (up to 20 in total) were seen and heard at Sepilok and Sukau and about 15 were on Pulau Tiga

Asian Black Hornbill Anthracoceros malayanus

Two singles at Sukau were followed by three more at Danum Valley 

Rhinoceros Hornbill Buceros rhinoceros e 

Two at Sukau and one (with others heard) at Gomantong were followed by regular encounters at Danum Valley 

were a family group of four were regularly found near the lodge and at least three more pairs were along the 

Access Road

Helmeted Hornbill Buceros vigil  

One was seen briefly at Danum Valley where a couple more were heard

Wrinkled Hornbill Aceros corrugatus 

Up to 20 were seen at Sukau and a couple more at Danum Valley

Wreathed Hornbill Aceros undulatus 

Two were at Sepilok, one at Sukau and six at Danum Valley

Gold-whiskered Barbet Megalaima chrysopogon chrysopsis e 

Regularly heard in the lowlands but the only ones seen were a couple at Poring Hot Springs

[Red-crowned Barbet Megalaima rafflesii 

Heard but not seen at a few lowland sites]

[Red-throated Barbet Megalaima m. mystacophanos 

Regularly heard, but not certainly seen, at several lowland sites]

[Mountain Barbet Megalaima monticola E 

Heard but not seen in the Crocker Range, we were somewhat thwarted by a lack of fruiting trees there]

[Yellow-crowned Barbet Megalaima henricii brachyrhyncha e 

Heard but not seen at Danum Valley]

Golden-naped Barbet Megalaima pulcherrima E 

A total of eight were seen and many more heard at Kinabalu Park
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Blue-eared Barbet Megalaima australis duvaucelii 

Regularly heard throughout the lowlands with a couple seen at Poring Hot Springs

Brown Barbet Calorhamphus fuliginosus tertius e 

About 10 were seen, the large majority at Danum Valley

Rufous Piculet Sasia a. abnormis 

Six were seen at Danum Valley

Brown-capped Woodpecker Dendrocopos m. moluccensis

Two were seen at Tanjung Aru on our last morning; birds from the Sundas are sometimes split as Sunda 

Woodpecker D. moluccensis (NL)

Rufous Woodpecker Celeus brachyurus badiosus e 

Two were seen twice along the boardwalk at Sepilok

White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus j. javensis

At least two were at Sepilok, one at Sukau and two at Danum Valley

Crimson-winged Woodpecker Picus puniceus observandus

Singles were seen at Sukau and Gomantong

Checker-throated Woodpecker Picus mentalis humii

Singles were seen twice at Kinabalu Park

Maroon Woodpecker Blythipicus rubiginosus

Two at Kinabalu Park were followed by singles at Sukau and Gomantong

Orange-backed Woodpecker Reinwardtipicus validus xanthopygius

Two singles at Kinabalu Park were followed by a pair at Sepilok

Buff-rumped Woodpecker Meiglyptes tristis grammithorax

Singles were seen at Sepilok, Sukau, Gomantong and Danum Valley

Buff-necked Woodpecker Meiglyptes t. tukki 

Up to eight were found at Sukau (including a busy group of six following a feeding flock at the boardwalk), a 

couple more were at Danum Valley

Grey-and-buff Woodpecker Hemicircus concretus sordidus 

A pair showed very well at Danum Valley and another was seen more briefly there

[Green Broadbill Calyptomena v. viridis 

One was seen by Osman only at Danum Valley (LO)]
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Whitehead's Broadbill Calyptomena whiteheadi E 

Two showed well to half the group at Kinabalu Park and another was seen and heard briefly in the Crocker 

Range; by far the largest of the broadbills

Black-and-red Broadbill Cymbirhynchus m. macrorhynchos 

One was at Poring Hot Springs, up to 10 were at Sukau (including six roosting together on one branch during 

our night cruise there) and a couple more were at Danum Valley

Banded Broadbill Eurylaimus javanicus brookei e 

Two showed briefly at Danum Valley with others heard there and at Poring Hot Springs

Black-and-yellow Broadbill Eurylaimus ochromalus 

Regularly heard and occasionally seen after the first at Poring Hot Springs

Dusky Broadbill Corydon sumatranus orientalis e 

Three or four were seen briefly at Sukau

Blue-headed Pitta Pitta baudii E 

Males were seen on four occasions at Danum Valley, sometimes very well, a couple more were heard there; 

undoubtedly one of the most beautiful birds in the world

Hooded Pitta Pitta sordida mulleri 

Five along the Menangol Tributary at Sukau included a couple of very obliging individuals; another was seen 

briefly at Danum Valley

Black-and-crimson Pitta Pitta ussheri E 

Two were seen along the boardwalk at Sukau and a couple more posed for the scope at Danum Valley where 

several others were heard, also heard at Gomantong; also known as Black-headed (or-crowned) Pitta and 

formerly regarded as a subspecies of the more widespread Garnet Pitta P. granatina from which it differs in head 

pattern and, to a some extent, voice.

[Blue-winged Pitta Pitta moluccensis

One, presumably a hapless migrant, was found dead on the road outside our hotel near Kinabalu Park]

White-breasted Woodswallow Artamus l. leucorhynchus

A handful were seen at all sites visited except Danum Valley

Green Iora Aegithinia v. viridissima

Small numbers were seen on five occasions at Sepilok and Danum Valley after an earlier bird at Poring Hot 

Springs

Common Iora Aegithinia tiphia aequanimis 

A couple at Sepilok were followed by up to eight in the grounds of Sukau Rainforest Lodge
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Bornean Bristlehead Pityriasis gymnocephala E 

Heard but not seen at Sukau before three showed very well indeed during our first pre-breakfast walk at Danum 

Valley; always high on the wanted list of birders visiting Borneo and the sole member of its family

Large Woodshrike Tephrodornis gularis frenatus e 

One at Poring Hot Springs was the only one seen

Sunda Cuckooshrike Coracina larvata normani e 

About eight were seen at Kinabalu Park

Lesser Cuckooshrike Coracina fimbriata schierbrandii

Six were seen at Danum Valley

Pied Triller Lalage nigra chilensis

One was photographed at Tanjung Aru on the final morning (NL)

Fiery Minivet Pericrocotus i. igneus

Five were seen well at Sepilok, a number of unidentified Minivets (either this species or Scarlet Minivet P. 

flammeus) were seen briefly at Sukau and Danum Valley

Grey-chinned Minivet Pericrocotus solaris cinereigula e

Up to 10 per day were seen at Kinabalu Park with a couple more in the Crocker Range

Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus intermedius

Three were seen on one date along the Access Road at Danum Valley

Black-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus hirundinaceus

Two at Poring Hot Springs were followed by fairly regular encounters elsewhere in the lowlands, a total of 10 

were recorded

Bornean Whistler Pachycephala h. hypoxantha E 

Regularly seen at Kinabalu Park were about 10 per day were usually seen

Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus (probably ssp. confusus or lucionensis)

One migrant was seen briefly at Pulau Tiga

Dark-throated Oriole Oriolus xanthonotus consobrinus e 

About eight were seen at Danum Valley after earlier birds at Poring Hot Springs and Sukau

Black-naped Oriole Oriolus chinensis maculatus 

One was seen at Danum Valley (NL)

Black-and-crimson Oriole Oriolus cruentus vulneratus e 

Five were seen at Kinabalu Park over two dates



Mount Kinabalu & the Rainforests of Borneo Tour Report

24 © Naturetrek     January 09

Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus stigmatops e 

Quite common at Kinabalu Park were several gathered to feast on moths attracted to lights, a few more were in 

the Crocker Range

Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus malayensis

Three or four were recorded at Danum Valley

Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus borneensis e 

Two singles were seen at Kinabalu Park

Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus brachyphorus e 

Four at Poring Hot Springs were followed by two at Gomantong and a couple of singles at Danum Valley

White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis kinabalu e 

Common at Kinabalu Park where up to 10 per day were seen or heard

Pied Fantail Rhipidura javanica longicauda 

Small numbers were seen at Sepilok and Danum Valley, a lowland counterpart of the last species

Spotted Fantail Rhipidura perlata 

One was seen at Danum Valley

Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea prophata

The eight seen were shared between Sukau, Gomantong and Danum Valley

Crested Jay Platylophus galericulatus coronatus 

Small groups were encountered on two occasions at Danum Valley; a few more were heard there

Black Magpie Platysmurus leucopterus aterrimus e 

One was seen briefly but quite well during our final morning walk at Danum Valley

Short-tailed Magpie Cissa thalassina jeffreyi e 

At least five of these stunning birds were found at Kinabalu Park

Bornean Treepie Dendrocitta cinerascens E 

Up to 10 per day were seen at Kinabalu Park

Slender-billed Crow Corvus enca compilator 

Small numbers were found at widespread sites in the lowlands

Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris

One was watched well for about 15 minutes hawking with other hirundines over the restaurant on Pulau Tiga, 

this represents the first record for Borneo (and probably SE Asia) 
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Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica (probably ssp gutturalis)

Fairly common throughout in the lowlands, especially around oil palm plantations, with a couple of migrants at 

Kinabalu Park  

Pacific Swallow Hirundo tahitica javanica

Widespread and common, seen daily in good numbers

Yellow-bellied Prinia Prinia flaviventris latrunculus e 

Two were seen in the Crocker Range

Black-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus a. atriceps 

Singles were seen at Sukau and Danum Valley

Black-crested Bulbul Pycnonotus melanicterus montis e 

Three or four were seen in the Crocker Range

Scaly-breasted Bulbul Pycnonotus squamatus borneensis e

Two were at the campground at Poring Hot Springs, a regular site for this scarce species

Puff-backed bulbul Pycnonotus eutilotus 

Three or four were seen at Sukau with another at Gomantong

Flavescent Bulbul Pycnonotus flavescens leucops e

Three or four were recorded near the Timpohon Gate in Kinabalu Park with another 10 at Mesilau, Birds in the 

Sundas differ markedly from those in mainland SE Asia and may warrant species status

Yellow-vented bulbul Pycnonotus goiavier gourdini e

Small numbers were recorded at Sepilok, Danum Valley and in the ricefields near Papar

Olive-winged Bulbul Pycnonotus plumosus hutzi e

Small numbers were seen at a range of lowland sites 

Cream-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus simplex perplexus e 

Two or three were seen during our final morning walk at Danum Valley

Red-eyed bulbul Pycnonotus b. brunneus 

Ones and twos were seen occasionally in the lowlands after the first at Sepilok

Spectacled Bulbul Pycnonotus erythropthalmos salvadorii e 

Common at Sukau and Danum Valley

Hairy-backed Bulbul Tricholestes crinigerviridis e 

A couple at Poring Hot Springs were followed by about 10 at Danum Valley
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Streaked Bulbul Ixos malaccensis

Three were seen at Poring Hot Springs

Finsch’s Bulbul Alophoixus finschii

Groups of up to three birds were seen on three occasions at Danum Valley

Ochraceous Bulbul Alophoixus ochraceus ruficrissus e 

Fairly common at Kinabalu Park where a few were seen each day, often in association with mixed species feeding 

flocks

Grey-cheeked Bulbul Alophoixus bres gutturalis e 

A couple were at Sukau and about eight at Danum Valley

Yellow-bellied Bulbul Alophoixus phaeocephalus connectens e 

Singles were seen in five occasions at Danum Valley after a couple of earlier birds at Sukau

Mountain Tailorbird Orthotomus cuculatus cinereicollis e 

Two showed well at Mesilau with a couple more at Kinabalu Park

Dark-necked Tailorbird Orthotomus atrogularis humphreysi e 

Two or three were seen on one date at Danum Valley

Rufous-tailed Tailorbird Orthotomus s. sericeus e 

Fairly common and widespread in the lowlands

Ashy Tailorbird Orthotomus ruficeps borneoensis e 

Common and widespread in the lowlands

Striated Grassbird Megalurus palustris forbesi

One or two were found in the ricefields near Papar

Bornean Stubtail Urosphena whiteheadi E 

One at Mesilau was followed by a couple more at Kinabalu Park

Sunda Bush-warbler Cettia vulcania oreophila e 

About eight were seen and many more heard at higher elevations in Kinabalu Park

Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus b. borealis / xanthodryas 

After the first at Poring Hot Springs ones and twos were seen on several dates elsewhere in the lowlands; 

migrants from Siberia

Mountain Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus trivirgatus kinabaluensis e 

Common in Kinabalu Park where up to 20 per day were seen, several more were at Mesilau
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Yellow-breasted Warbler Seicercus m. montis e 

Up to 15 per day were seen in Kinabalu Park with others at Mesilau

Yellow-bellied Warbler Abroscopus superciliaris schwaneri e

Two or three were found at Poring Hot Springs

Black-capped Jungle-babbler Pellorneum capistratum morrelli e 

One or two were seen at Sukau with a couple more at Danum Valley; several more were heard; often just called 

Black-capped Babbler 

White-chested Jungle-babbler Trichastoma rostratum macropterum e 

A handful were seen during each boat trip at Sukau and a couple more were near the lodge at Danum Valley; 

often just called White-chested Babbler

Ferruginous Babbler Trichastoma bicolour 

A couple were at Sukau with a couple more at Danum Valley, several others were heard

Horsfield’s Babbler Malacocincla sepiarium harterti e 

One or two were seen on three occasions at Sukau and once at Danum Valley

Short-tailed Babbler Malacocincla malaccensis poliogenys e 

One or two were seen on two occasions along the Nature Trail at Danum Valley

Moustached Babbler Malacopteron magnirostre cinereocapilla e 

One or two were occasionally seen along the Nature Trail at Danum Valley

Sooty-capped Babbler Malacopteron affine phoeniceum e 

A handful at Sukau were followed by many more at Danum Valley were singing birds were frequently heard

Scaly-crowned Babbler Malacopteron c. cinereum

A handful at Sukau were followed by regular encounters at Danum Valley

Rufous-crowned Babbler Malacopteron magnum saba e 

One at Sukau was followed by about six at Danum Valley

Chestnut-backed Scimitar-babbler Pomatorhinus montanus bornensis e 

Small groups were seen on two occasions at Danum Valley where others were heard

Bornean Wren-babbler Ptilocichla leucogrammica E

One was seen at Danum Valley

Striped Wren-babbler Kenopia striata

A group of four at Danum Valley on one date were the only ones seen
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Black-throated Wren-babbler Napothera atrigularis E 

One or two were seen on two occasions at Danum Valley

Mountain Wren-babbler Napothera crassa E 

Osman managed to coax two or three birds to give extended close views at Kinabalu Park

Grey-throated Babbler Stachyris nigriceps borneensis e 

Small groups were seen on several occasions at Kinabalu Park with a few more at Mesilau

Grey-headed Babbler Stachyris poliocephala 

Singles were seen on two occasions at Danum Valley

Chestnut-rumped Babbler Stachyris m. maculata

Two at Sukau were followed by about eight at Danum Valley

Chestnut-winged Babbler Stachyris erythroptera bicolor e 

Small numbers were frequently seen at Sukau and Danum Valley, many more were heard

Striped Tit-babbler Macronous gularis montanus e / bornensis e 

A couple at Sepilok were followed by regular encounters at Danum Valley, recent authors regard birds from the 

Borneo and Java as a separate species from those elsewhere and call them Bold-striped Tit-babbler M. bornensis

(in contrast to mainland birds that become Pin-striped Tit-babbler M. gularis)

Fluffy-backed Tit-babbler Macronous ptilosus reclusus e 

Two were seen well on one occasion at Danum Valley

Sunda Laughingthrush Garrulax palliatus schistochlamys e

One or two were seen on three occasions at Kinabalu Park

Black Laughingthrush Garrulax lugubris calvus e 

A group of six were seen on one date at Kinabalu Park; most recent authors regard Bornean birds as a separate 

endemic species: Bare-headed Laughingthrush G. calvus

Chestnut-capped Laughingthrush Garrulax mitratus treacheri e 

Rather common at Kinabalu Park were about 50 were seen, another dozen or so were in the Crocker Range, a 

split of Bornean birds from those elsewhere has been proposed with the new species named Chestnut-hooded 

Laughingthrush G. treacheri

White-browed Shrike-babbler Pteruthius flaviscapis robinsoni e 

A total of 10 were seen at Kinabalu Park

Brown Fulvetta Alcippe brunneicauda eriphaea e 

One or two were seen on three occasions at Danum Valley
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Chestnut-crested Yuhina Yuhina everetti E

Common at Kinabalu Park were up to 50 per day were seen, smaller numbers were at Poring Hot Springs and in 

the Crocker Range

White-bellied Yuhina Yuhina zantholeuca brunnescens e 

A couple at Kinabalu Park were followed by a few more at Poring Hot Springs and Danum Valley. Genetic 

studies suggest that this species is not a Yuhina at all but is quite closely related to New World Vireos, the name 

White-bellied Erpornis Erpornis zantholeuca is used by recent authors

Black-capped White-eye Zosterops a. atricapilla

Fairly common at Kinabalu Park were up to 10 a day were usually seen

Mountain Black-eye Chlorocharis emiliae E 

Three showed briefly at Mesilau

Asian Fairy Bluebird Irena puella criniger

A handful were found at Danum Valley

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis corallipes

Groups of up to six were seen at Kinabalu Park on three occasions

Asian Glossy Starling Aplonis panayensis eustathis e 

Fairly common in urban contexts with about 100 on Pulau Tiga and others seen as we travelled between sites

Hill Myna Gracula r. religiosa 

Up to 30 were seen at Sepilok with a few more at Sukau and Danum Valley

[Crested Myna Acridotheres c. cristatellus]

A handful were seen along roadsides in Kota Kinabalu and near Sepilok, an introduced species in Borneo

Chestnut-cheeked Starling Sturnus philippensis

About 10 migrants were seen on Pulau Tiga; occurrences by this species in Borneo seem to be rather erratic

Bornean Whistling-thrush Myophonus borneensis E 

About eight were seen at Kinabalu Park with a few more at Mesilau, formerly regarded as a subspecies of Sunda 

Whistling-thrush M. glaucinus but the split is now widely adopted

Orange-headed Thrush Zoothera citrina aurata e 

One was seen very briefly at Kinabalu Park

Everett’s Ground-thrush Zoothera everetti E

Three were seen feeding on the verges along the Power Station Road at Kinabalu Park early one early morning, 

an amazing total for this usually very hard to come by species, usually one of the most difficult of all Bornean 

endemics to find
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White-browed Shortwing Brachypteryx montana erythrogyna e

Although heard quite regularly at Kinabalu Park only one could be coaxed into view there, two at Mesilau proved 

more obliging

Rufous-winged Philentoma Philentoma p. pyrhoptera 

Singles were seen on two occasions at Danum Valley

Maroon-breasted Philentoma Philentoma velata caesia

Singles were seen twice at Danum Valley

Siberian Blue Robin Luscinia c. cyane / bochaiensis 

One was seen at Danum Valley, a migrant from Siberia

Oriental Magpie-robin Copsychus saularis adamsi e / pluto e 

Small numbers were found near Kinabalu Park and in the lowlands at Sepilok, Sukau and Pulau Tiga

White-rumped Shama Copsychus malabaricus stricklandii e

Small numbers were seen or heard on a daily basis in the lowlands. Some authors regard Bornean birds as 

distinct from dark-headed birds elsewhere and call it White-crowned Shama C. stricklandii, others dispute this 

treatment

White-crowned Forktail Enicurus leschenaulti frontalis & borneensis e 

At least four at Kinabalu Park included a very obliging pair near the Liwagu Restaurant, one was seen at Poring 

Hot Springs and there were regular encounters at Danum Valley with about six birds. Some suggest that birds in 

the highlands might warrant species status

Grey-chested Jungle Flycatcher Rhinomyias umbratilis 

One was seen at Danum Valley

Eye-browed Jungle Flycatcher Rhinomyias gularis E

Six were recorded at Kinabalu Park and Mesilau

Grey-streaked Flycatcher Muscicapa griseitisticta

One was at Sukau, a migrant from Siberia 

Dark-sided Flycatcher Muscicapa s. sibirica

Singles were seen at Kinabalu Park and Danum Valley, migrants from Siberia

Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa dauurica 

At least two migrants were seen on Pulau Tiga

Brown-streaked Flycatcher Muscicapa williamsoni umbrosa e

Two at Kinabalu Park were followed by daily encounters with one or two at Danum Valley. Formerly regarded 

as a subspecies of Asian Brown Flycatcher
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Snowy-browed Flycatcher Ficedula hyperythra sumatrana 

One or two were seen most days at Kinabalu Park and a couple more were at Mesilau

Rufous-chested Flycatcher Ficedula dumetoria muelleri 

A pair was seen at the Sukau boardwalk on a couple of occasions

Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula w. westermanni 

Ones and twos were seen on several occasions at Kinabalu Park with a couple more at Mesilau

Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias thalassina thalassoides

One was seen at Danum Valley

Indigo Flycatcher Eumyias indigo cerviniventris e 

Quite common at Kinabalu Park where up to eight per day were found; only occurs on Borneo and Java

Bornean Blue-Flycatcher Cyornis superbus E

Two singles were seen at Danum Valley

Large-billed Blue Flycatcher Cyornis c. caerulatus e 

One was seen briefly at Danum Valley

Malaysian Blue Flycatcher Cyornis t. turcosus e 

Four at Sukau were followed by four more at Danum Valley

Mangrove Blue Flycatcher Cyornis r. rufigastra 

Two were found on Pulau Tiga

Grey-headed Canary Flycatcher Culicicapa c. ceylonensis 

A couple were seen in the Danum Valley

Greater Green Leafbird Chloropsis sonnerati zosterops

One at Sukau was followed by two or three singles at Danum Valley

Lesser Green Leafbird Chloropsis c. cyanopogon

Three at Sepilok were followed by regular encounters at Danum Valley where about 20 were recorded

Blue-winged Leafbird Chloropsis cochinchinensis viridinucha e 

One was seen briefly in the Crocker Range; Bornean birds are often now regarded as a separate species from 

those elsewhere and called Bornean Leafbird C. kinabaluensis, unlike all other races the males and females are 

essentially similar  

Yellow-breasted Flowerpecker Prionochilus m. maculatus 

Five or so at Sukau were followed by a similar number at Danum Valley
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Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker Prionochilus xanthopygius E

One at Poring Hot Springs was followed by another at Sukau; at least three more were at Danum Valley

Orange-bellied Flowerpecker Dicaeum trigonostigma dayakanum e

After about eight at Poring Hot Springs, another 10 were spread between Sepilok Sukau and Danum Valley

Black-sided Flowerpecker Dicaeum monticolum E

Up to six per day were at Kinabalu Park with a couple more in the Crocker Range

Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Dicaeum cruentatum nigrimentum e 

A family group were near our hotel at Sepilok

Plain Sunbird Anthreptes simplex

A couple at Poring Hot Springs were followed by regular encounters with ones and twos at Danum Valley

Brown-throated Sunbird Anthreptes malacensis borneensis 

After the first 10 or so at Poring Hot Springs small numbers were seen most days elsewhere in the lowlands and 

on Pulau Tiga

Red-throated Sunbird Anthreptes rhodolaema

Single males were seen on two occasions at Danum Valley

Ruby-cheeked Sunbird Chalcoparia singalensis borneana e 

Six at Poring Hot Springs were followed by a couple at Sepilok and Sukau and about 10 at Danum Valley

Purple-naped Sunbird Hypogramma h. hypogrammicum 

Five or so at Sukau were followed by three or four more at Danum Valley

Copper-throated Sunbird Leptocoma calcostetha

Singles were seen at Sukau and Danum Valley

Olive-backed Sunbird Cinnyris jugularis ornatus 

A handful were regularly seen near our hotel below Kinabalu Park with a few more at Sepilok, several more were 

found on Pulau Tiga

Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga s. siparaja 

After the first at Poring Hot Springs six more were seen at Sepilok and Sukau

Temminck’s Sunbird Aethopyga temminckii 

Up to 10 per day were seen or heard at Kinabalu Park with a few more in the Crocker Range

Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostra buettikoferi e 

Quite common throughout the lowlands after the first at Sepilok, dozens were seen in total
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Thick-billed Spiderhunter Arachnothera crassirostris 

One was seen at Sepilok (NL)

Yellow-eared Spiderhunter Arachnothera chrysogenys harrissoni e

One was seen briefly at Danum Valley

[Grey-breasted Spiderhunter Arachnothera m. modesta & pars e

A bird seen regularly near the lodge at Danum Valley was either this species or Streaky-breasted Spiderhunter 

Arachnothera affinis everetti; there is tremendous confusion regarding the identification, distribution and taxonomy 

of these species, some authorities call subspecies everetti Bornean Spiderhunter A. evertetti in the erroneous belief 

that it is an endemic species, however it also occurs on Java.]

[Whitehead’s Spiderhunter Arachnothera juliae 

One was briefly seen by Osman only in the Crocker Range (LO)]

Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus malaccensis

Small numbers were in most urban contexts with others at Papar ricefields and on Pulau Tiga

Dusky Munia Lonchura fuscans 

Small numbers were at Poring Hot Springs, Sepilok, Sukau and Danum Valley; this species is virtually endemic 

but it does occur on one small island within Philippine territory 

[Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata cabanisi 

Quite common in the ricefields near Papar with a few more in the Crocker Range; introduced to Borneo, 

probably from the Philippines]

Chestnut Munia Lonchura atricapilla jagori

Small numbers were in the vicinity of our lodges at Sepilok and Sukau with large flocks in the ricefields near 

Papar, also known as Black-headed Munia

‘Eastern’ Yellow Wagtail Motacilla (flava) tschutschensis 

One at Danum Valley was followed by a couple more on Pulau Tiga; recent genetic studies indicate that East 

Asian birds belong to separate species from those further west

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea robusta

Up to six per day were seen at Kinabalu Park with a few singles elsewhere, migrants from China

Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus ssp

Two or three were at Lahad Datu airport
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Mammals

Nomenclature and species order follows Payne and Francis's A Field Guide to the Mammals of Borneo 

(corrected 1994 version)

Colugo Cynocephalus variegates

One on our final night drive at Danum Valley was followed next morning by a roosting individual with a 

youngster

[Treeshrew species Tana spp.

Several Treeshrews at Kinabalu Park probably included Mountain Treeshrews T. montana but more than one 

species appeared to be present and some resembled Large Treeshrews T. tana] 

Large Flying Fox Pteropus vampyrus 

Three or four were seen during the night cruise at Sukau

Wrinkle-lipped (Free-tailed) Bat Tadarida plicata 

Countless thousands left their roost cave at Gomantong; two million are estimated to roost there and we 

probably saw at least half of these

[Other Bats

Several unidentified bats of various sizes were seen at various sites]

Slow Loris Nycticebus coucang

One was seen on the first night drive at Danum Valley

Red Leaf Monkey (or Maroon Langur) Presbytis rubicunda 

We had several encounters with a small troop at Danum Valley 

Silvered Langur Presbytis cristata

Several were seen during our time at Sukau and a handful more were at Danum Valley

Proboscis Monkey Nasalis larvatus

A total of about 60 were seen at Sukau after several were noted en route to there from Sandakan

Long-tailed (or 'Crab-eating’) Macaque Macaca fascicularis 

Dozens at Sukau were followed by about 30 at Danum Valley, others were on Pulau Tiga

Pig-tailed Macaque Macaca nemestrina

Several attended the Orang-utan feeding sessions at Sepilok, a small group were in the grounds of the hotel near 

there with a few others seen elsewhere

Bornean Gibbon (or Mueller's Gibbon) Hylobates muelleri
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After being heard but not seen at Sepilok one showed quite well in a bare tree at Sukau (where others were 

heard) and a total of three more, including some seen very well, were found at Danum Valley

Bornean Orang-utan Pongo pygmaeus

Semi-wild individuals were seen on both visits to the Sepilok Orang-utan Rehabilitation Centre, including a 

mother and infant on the second visit. Wild individuals were seen briefly at Sukau, at Gomantong Caves where 

two showed well and at Danum Valley where three seen included an older male complete with facial discs that 

showed brilliantly well on successive days near the lodge 

Giant Squirrel Ratufa affinis sandakanensis

One was seen at Danum Valley

Prevost's Squirrel Callosciurus prevosti 

Common in the lowlands after the first at Poring Hot Springs

Horse-tailed Squirrel Sundasciurus hippurus

A handful were seen at Danum Valley

Jentinck’s Squirrel Sundasciurus jentincki

Osman identified one at kinabalu Park

Plantain Squirrel Callosciurus notatus

Small numbers were on Pulau Tiga with a couple more at Sukau

Bornean Mountain Ground Squirrel Dremomys everetti

Up to 10 were regularly near the Timpohon Gate at Kinabalu Park

Plain Pygmy Squirrel Exilisciurus exilis

Ones and twos were regularly seen in lowland rainforests, an improbably small squirrel!

Red Giant Flying Squirrel Petaurista petaurista

A couple were spotlighted during both night drives at Danum Valley

Thomas's Flying Squirrel Aeronys thomasi

At least one was seen during a night drive at Danum Valley

Short-tailed Mongoose Herpestes brachyurus

One was seen briefly at Danum Valley

Yellow-throated Martin Martes flavigula

One shot across the road at Danum Valley

Common Palm Civet Paradoxorus hermaphroditus

One was seen during the night cruise at Sukau
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Leopard Cat Felis bengalensis

One was seen briefly during a night drive at Danum Valley

Bearded Pig Sus barbatus barbatus

A habituated individual was regularly seen at Borneo Rainforest Lodge and a further five were seen en route to 

and from there

Greater Mouse Deer Tragulus napu

At least three were recorded at Danum Valley

Lesser Mouse-deer Tragulus javanicus klossi

At least three were found at Danum Valley

Sambar Deer Cervus unicolor brookei

A total of five were seen at Danum Valley during our nocturnal forays

OTHER FAUNA

Reptiles were represented by small numbers of Saltwater Crocodiles at Sukau; Water Monitor Lizards were seen 

at several sites with particularly large numbers (and some very large individuals) on Pulau Tiga. A few snakes 

were seen including the recently described Yellow-lipped Sea Krait at Snake Island, a number of other snakes 

remained unidentified to species, most were seen at Danum Valley. In addition to various Geckos, Skinks and 

smaller Lizards were a couple of flying Lizards and large Agamids. Amphibian’s included a spectacular Bornean 

Horned Frog and small numbers of smaller species including a couple of Tree Frog species. More spectacular 

invertebrates included Rhinoceros Beetles, various millipedes and centipedes and copious cockroaches at 

Gomantong Caves. Several species of Birdwing Butterflies were seen, including a good showing by Rajah 

Brook’s Birdwings at Kinabalu Park, along with many smaller species, Atlas Moths were noted on a couple of 

occasions.




