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Tour Leaders:   Chris Kehoe (Naturetrek Leader) 

    Osman Assan (Local Guide) 

    Wangkong (Local Guide at Borneo Rainforest Lodge) 

 

Participants:   Lucy Arnold     

    Klaus-Dieter Begemann 

    Stephen Bennett   

    Julia Bennett    

    Alan Hall 

    Anita Hall 

    Richard Winspear 

Day 1  Sunday 27th September 

Outbound to Kuala Lumpur 

Everyone set off at midday on a twelve hour flight from London Heathrow to Kuala Lumpur. 

Day 2  Monday 28th September 

Outbound; Kinabalu Park 

Weather: fine and dry on arrival in Kota Kinabalu 

After changing planes in Kuala Lumpur a two-and-a-half hour flight to Kota Kinabalu landed on time at 11.35 

(local). Having cleared immigration and collecting bags we loaded up the bus and set off towards our first base 

near Kinabalu Park at noon. At 14.30 we arrived at the Fairy Garden Hotel, a few minutes away from the park 

entrance, and had 45 minutes to freshen up before venturing out for the first time. Once inside the park we 

spent a couple of hours in the vicinity of the Liwagu Restaurant and along the adjacent Power Station Road. 

Highlights this evening included a couple of Mountain Wren-babblers and perched Mountain Imperial Pigeons 

plus first looks at commoner fare such as Mountain Leaf Warblers, Yellow-breasted Warblers, Grey-throated 

Babblers, Ochraceous Bulbuls and others; the mammalian highlight was a very obliging Whitehead's Pygmy 

Squirrel. Back at the hotel we tucked into a Chinese banquet before retiring for some welcome rest. 

Day 3  Tuesday 29th September 

Kinabalu Park; Poring Hot Springs (briefly)   

Weather: dry, a little breezy at times, sunny in the morning but more overcast by evening. 

Hotter at Poring 

Our day began at 05.45 when we set off on the 25 minute drive to the Timpohon Gate, the highest drivable 

point in Kinabalu Park at 1850m. For the first hour we concentrated our efforts around the gate area where birds 

feasting on the moths attracted to the power station lights included several Ashy Drongos, a few Bornean 

Treepies and a brief Short-tailed Green Magpie. The highlight though was a Pale-faced Bulbul, a newly split 

Bornean endemic, here at about the lowest altitude it reaches; a couple of Gold-naped Barbets showed quite well 

in the same fruiting tree.  
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Walking slowly down the road we quickly came across our first Bornean Whistling Thrushes plus both Chestnut-

hooded and Sunda Laughingthrushes, some bewildering Squirrels (and a less tricky Ear-spot Squirrel). Little 

Cuckoo-doves and a Sunda Bush Warbler showed well before we returned to the hotel for breakfast at 08.00.  

Returning to the park an hour later, we drove up the Power Station road to about the 3/4 point before walking 

slowly back to the Liwagu Restaurant, seeing our first Grey-chinned Minivets, White-browed Shrike-babbler, 

Indigo Flycatchers, Bornean Whistlers and White-throated Fantails.  

 

After a buffet lunch at the park's Balsam Cafe everyone opted for a 90 minute excursion to Poring Hot Springs 

to view a newly opened Rafflesia. Back at the park we drove up to the Timpohon Gate again and walked along 

the Bukit Ular Trail; in the event the trail was a little quiet, though we did see our first Snowy-browed Flycatcher 

before returning to the Liwagu Restaurant for a hot drink and views of Black-sided Flowerpeckers, Temminck's 

Sunbirds and Black-capped White-eyes in the flowering trees there.   

Day 4  Wednesday 30th September 

Kinabalu Park 

We arrived at the Liwagu Restaurant car park at 06.00 and spent a while in that area before taking a short walk 

along the Silau Silau Trail. Around the car park we found our first, and only, Temminck's Babbler and a had 

couple of fleeting White-crowned Forktails (subspecies borneensis, a likely split as Bornean Forktail) as well as 

several previously seen species. The Silau Silau Trail provided brief views of a White-browed Shortwing or two 

plus much better views of a pair of Forktails. After breakfast at the hotel we embarked on a three hour hike 

along the Mempening and Bukit Tupai Trails. As is often the case at Mt. Kinabalu birding was rather slow and a 

calling Whitehead’s Spiderhunter refused to show itself before we struck gold with a fabulous pair of 

Whitehead’s Trogons. Soon afterwards a small feeding flock contained a couple of Mountain Tailorbirds and 

commoner species such as Mountain Leaf and Yellow-breasted Warblers.  

 

After a leisurely lunch and a rest (punctuated by great views of Short-tailed Magpies) we returned to the trails, 

this time exploring the Kiau View Trail. A fairly large and slow moving flock of Laughingthrushes was followed 

for some time and resulted in views of a couple of Checker-throated Woodpeckers and a brief Maroon 

Woodpecker that teased us by calling repeatedly from just out of sight. Another mixed flock later on provided 

more Checker-throated Woodpeckers and a surprise Crimson-winged Woodpecker at about the maximum 

elevation recorded for this species. As we returned along the Pandanus Trail towards the Liwagu Restaurant 

more Short-tailed Green Magpies put on a show and a briefly seen and silent Hawk-cuckoo was probably a 

Malaysian Hawk-cuckoo. 

Day 5  Thursday 1st October 

Kinabalu Park; Kota Belud  

Weather: dry, breezy, cool at first at Kinabalu Park, hot and dry and a little breezy at Kota 

Belud 

We began the day with a pre-dawn dawn arrival at the Timpohon Gate where we enjoyed repeat views of several 

species plus a small group of Giant Swiftlets foraging in the distance. Walking down the road a little before 

returning for breakfast we finally got some decent views of Maroon Woodpecker.  
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A gentleman in a camper van who claimed to be of Swiss origin was, it was decided, actually Lord Lucan. After 

breakfast we returned to the trails, following the Silau Silau and Bukit Tupai Trails. Once more we saw 

Whitehead’s Trogons at the latter; in fact the views were even better than yesterday and a third bird seen briefly 

seems likely to have been a recently fledged juvenile.  

 

For a change of scene, and as it would offer our best opportunity to see several wetland species, we drove for an 

hour to the extensive ricefields near Kota Belud after lunch. Lots of Egrets were gathered there and among them 

were some Intermediate Egrets and six Javan Pond Herons, the latter at their only regular site in Sabah. A couple 

of Pied Trillers, a White-bellied Sea-eagle and masses of Whiskered and White-winged Terns were seen before 

we concentrated our efforts on the waders present. Most were Wood Sandpipers with a few Long-toed Stints, 

Marsh and Curlew Sandpipers and others (including several ‘Swintail’ Snipes) mixed in. A handful of Oriental 

Pratincoles and Pacific Golden Plovers were noted and a Cinnamon Bittern was seen in flight and briefly 

perched. Moving to an area of well-grown rice we had a few fleeting views of a Buff-banded Rail (a very recent 

colonist of Borneo), more flight views of Cinnamon Bitterns (and a Yellow Bittern for some) and a couple of 

Wandering Whistling Ducks showed distantly. We were back at our hotel in ample time to shower and change 

before another Chinese banquet. 

Day 6  Friday 2nd October 

Kinabalu Park 

Weather: overcast with sunny spells, intermittent drizzle and some heavier showers in the 

afternoon, less breezy 

As the weather was rather drizzly we changed our minds about visiting the Liwagu Restaurant area before 

breakfast and headed back to the Timpohon Gate in a partly successful attempt to get above the worst of the 

weather. The obvious highlight this morning was a small group of Mountain Blackeyes, an endemic that had 

evaded us so far, that gave reasonable but not great views in the rather gloomy, but dry, conditions. After 

breakfast we returned to the Kiau View Trail where the undoubted highlight was a very obliging Bornean 

Stubtail that sat on a bare branch a few metres away singing its incredibly high pitched song.  

 

Our afternoon jaunt took us along the Mempening, Bukit Tupai and Bukit Buring Trails where another Stubtail 

was seen briefly along with great views of a Whitehead’s Pygmy Squirrel. Drizzle turned to heavier rain as we 

returned towards the Liwagu Restaurant so we beat a retreat to the hotel. 

Day 7 Saturday 3rd October 

Kinabalu Park; en route to Sepilok; Sepilok OURC 

Weather: damp and breezy at Kinabalu Park; hot and humid at Sepilok 

Half of the group visited Kinabalu Park for a final time before breakfast. In what turned out to be a rather soggy 

session we had our best views of Hair-crested Drongo plus final looks at the local Forktails and a selection of 

other Kinabalu specialities, though a calling Whitehead’s Broadbill heard by some failed to reveal itself in heavy 

rain. By 09.00 the bus was loaded up and we were on our way east towards Sepilok.  
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After a comfort break near Telupid and a 40 minute lunch stop at a roadside eatery we arrived at Sepilok Orang-

utan Rehabilitation Centre at 14.40, in ample time to take up places for the 15.00 feeding there. Amongst the 

eight or so rehabilitating Orang-utans that showed up for a handout was the rare sight of a full grown and rather 

disruptive male which is believed to be an individual that himself went through the rehabilitation process many 

years earlier and returns to the feeding platform very occasionally when in pursuit of a female. Just around the 

corner was Sepilok Nature Resort, our base for two nights. After a little time to settle in and freshen up a short 

walk in and around the grounds produced first views of a number of new species such as Blue-crowned Hanging 

Parrots, Brown-throated Sunbirds, Scarlet-rumped Flowerpeckers and Black Hornbills. 

Day 8 Sunday 4th October 

Sepilok 

Weather: mostly sunny, some light drizzle mid afternoon, hot and humid 

A dawn excursion to the nearby Rainforest Discovery Centre saw us spend a couple of hours on the impressive 

canopy walkway there where we were immediately rewarded with a couple of Grey-and-buff Woodpeckers 

pecking away at a dead stump. Before returning for breakfast at 08.30 we saw species including Banded 

Woodpecker, Black-and-yellow Broadbill, Bushy-crested Hornbill, Fiery Minivets, Green Ioras, Greater Racket-

tailed Drongo and several others. After breakfast we returned to the Orang-utan Rehabilitation Centre, with a 

bonus Copper-throated Sunbird seen en route, where a more sedate group of Orang-utans, the adult male being 

absent, were watched at length. Before returning to the Rehabilitation Centre for the afternoon feeding there was 

time to relax or explore the hotel gardens.  

 

Prior to the afternoon feeding most of the group watched a short video about the work undertaken at Sepilok 

before walking to the feeding platform where the adult male Orang-utan was back in attendance (along with 

about eight others) and put on an impressive display of posturing. After watching a Great Slaty Woodpecker 

near the car park we returned to the Rainforest Discovery Centre for the final couple of hours of daylight. A 

handful of Brown Barbets were new as was a fleeting Bat Hawk and a White-bellied Woodpecker put on a good 

show. Finally, we enjoyed good views of a Red Giant Flying Squirrel as it emerged from its daytime roost just 

before darkness fell.   

Day 9 Monday 5th October 

Sepilok, en route to Sukau, Sukau 

Weather: fine and sunny until late afternoon when heavy rain and thunder for a couple of 

hours, hot and humid 

A final pre-breakfast visit to the Rainforest Discovery Centre gave excellent views of a Rufous Woodpecker plus 

our first Malkohas: two Raffles’s and two Chestnut-breasted. The star of the show though was our first 

incredibly diminutive Plain Pygmy Squirrel. After a leisurely breakfast and some time for packing we set off by 

bus to nearby Sandakan where we had a buffet lunch in the Sandakan Hotel. There was time for a little 

exploration of the town before we made our way the short distance to the jetty at 13.00 where a boat was waiting 

to take us to our next base at Sukau Rainforest Lodge on the Lower Kinabatangan River.  
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Rather than rushing there in order to fit in a short evening cruise we made leisurely progress in the hope of 

seeing something of interest en route. This paid off handsomely when we first encountered a very obliging troop 

of Proboscis Monkeys and soon afterwards our first fully wild Orang-utans, a mother and youngster that were 

seen fleetingly. Soon afterwards another mother and youngster performed well for ages in a sparsely vegetated 

riverside tree. Also seen before we arrived at the lodge at 16.30 was our first stunning Rhinoceros Hornbill. On 

arrival we soon settled into our rooms but plans to explore the immediate area were curtailed by a massive 

thunderstorm that made the decision to forego an evening cruise look even wiser, particularly as we sat with 

drinks in hand while other soggy guests returned from their cruises! Sarongs were donned for dinner as is 

customary at the lodge though several of the gents bemoaned a lack of pockets. After dinner a pair of Buffy Fish 

Owls appeared near the restaurant resulting in some rapid re-dressing for those who had tried for an early night. 

Day 10 Tuesday 6th October 

Sukau 

Weather: fine and dry, hot and humid 

Hot drinks and a piece of toast at 05.45 preceded our first cruise in two motorised canoes. After travelling a 

short distance downstream we turned into the quiet Menangol Tributary and switched to quieter electric motors. 

Over the next two and a half hours we found a succession of new birds such as White-chested Babblers, 

Malaysian Blue Flycatchers, Wallace’s Hawk-eagle and Rufous Piculet but pride of place went to a very obliging 

Hooded Pitta that perched on a high open bough for almost a minute before bouncing around in the open for a 

while. Also seen before were returned for breakfast were several troops of Proboscis Monkeys and a few Long-

tailed Macaques. Before our afternoon cruise at 15.00 there was ample time either side of lunch to explore the 

lodges excellent covered boardwalk with highlights there today including several new Babblers, Yellow-rumped 

Flowerpeckers, Black-and-red Broadbills and Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher.  

 

Back in the canoes we travelled upstream seeing Wrinkled Hornbills and others before turning into the Tenegang 

River where a Chestnut-winged Cuckoo flew past, Violet Cuckoos called in flight and more Black-and-red 

Broadbills put on a show. Storm’s Storks, one of our primary targets at Sukau (one of their few remaining 

strongholds), had been conspicuous by their absence so far but when we returned to the main river no less than 

four were seen as we cruised back towards the lodge, as were our first Silvered Langurs. A night cruise after 

dinner provided spotlight views of Buffy Fish Owl, three species of Kingfisher, a Leopard Cat and reptiles 

including Water Monitors and Saltwater Crocodiles. 

Day 11 Wednesday 7th October 

Sukau; Gomantong Caves 

Another early start saw us return to the Menangol Tributary where, in addition to several species seen previously, 

we enjoyed decent views of Scarlet-rumped Trogons plus Lesser Fish Eagle, another Storm’s Stork and had three 

decent flight views of a Blue-winged Pitta. Returning to the lodge’s boardwalk after breakfast we were treated to 

excellent views of a Black-and-crimson Pitta plus our first Purple-naped Sunbird, Chestnut-rumped Babblers 

and, for some, a couple of furtive Black-capped Babblers.  
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After lunch we set of at 14.30 on the 40 minute journey to Gomantong Caves were we stopped about 1km 

before the visitors centre and walked along the entrance road which passes through some excellent forest. 

Highlights before we reached the visitors centre included a White-fronted Falconet, our only Black-bellied 

Malkoha, Wreathed Hornbills and  a calling Red-naped Trogon that gave a couple of close-range fly-pasts. 

Osman led everyone on a tour of the cave, with an Orang-utan seen en route, before we regrouped in the car 

park area to watch the spectacle of hundreds of thousands of Wrinkle-lipped bats leaving their daytime roost. 

Two Peregrines, up to four Bat Hawks, Brahminy Kites and a Rufous-bellied Eagle gathered to take advantage of 

this abundance of food; the Bat Hawks showed the greatest aplomb and caught a bat every third attempt while 

the clumsy Brahminy Kites seemed to catch none. Back at the lodge we watched a Giant Gecko stalking prey on 

the lounge wall. 

Day 12 Thursday 8th October 

Sukau; en route to Danum Valley via Lahad Datu 

Weather: mostly fine but with a light shower en route to Danum Valley, hot and humid 

As the road from Sukau is now greatly improved we had time for a final cruise before breakfast and our 

departure to Lahad Datu. After travelling upstream for a while, when a White-bellied Woodpecker flew 

overhead, we then turned into a narrow channel that eventually opened out into a large basin (actually an oxbow 

lake). Highlights before we returned for breakfast just before 08.00 included a Wallace’s Hawk Eagle and 

Wrinkled Hornbills and our only Dusky Broadbills; we also had final looks at the area’s abundant Proboscis 

Monkeys as well as another Orang-utan. As we travelled by canoes to meet the bus at Sukau Village a Bornean 

Gibbon was spotted in riverside tree and gave good views and even indulged in bit of swinging about in 

inimitable Gibbon fashion.  

 

The journey to Lahad Datu took a couple of hours and we had lunch there in a Chinese Restaurant, and a bit of 

a look about the town, before visiting the offices of Borneo Rainforest Lodge to complete a few formalities. 

Three vehicles were provided to transport us to our lodge in the fabled Danum Valley, a journey of about three-

and-a half hours, mostly along a working logging track. We broke the journey at a campsite area where there was 

a chance to use the loos and also to see a Grey-headed Fish Eagle and our first Whiskered Treeswift. We arrived 

at the excellent lodge for a five night stay about 90 minutes before nightfall so had a chance to look around the 

immediate area, where a Bearded Pig was seen near our rooms (and present around the lodge most days we were 

there), and to take in the spectacular setting. After dinner most people opted to join an hour long night drive that 

produced a Brown Wood Owl, both Red Giant and Thomas’s Flying Squirrel and a Lesser Mouse Deer. 

Day 13 Friday 9th October 

Danum Valley 

Weather: Some light shower in the afternoon and steadier rain for a couple of hours after 

dark and later in the night, hot and humid 

Our first day at Danum Valley began with a pre-breakfast walk along the road between the lodge and the canopy 

walkway (which some visited) and provided us with several new birds such as Striped Wren-babbler, Grey-

headed Babbler (briefly), a pair of very obliging Diard’s Trogons, Black Magpies and a couple of Rhinoceros 
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Hornbills. The mammalian highlight was a troop of Red Leaf Monkeys. During breakfast a Black Eagle appeared 

over the ridge opposite the lodge and Bulbuls in the garden included Cream-vented, Red-eyed, Spectacled and 

Olive-winged. At 09.30 we set off along the Bandradi and Tekala Trails with Moustached Babblers, White-bellied 

Erpornis and more Black Magpies were seen before we reached the dancing ground of a Great Argus. The 

pheasant wasn’t in residence when we arrived so we distracted ourselves with decent views of a responsive 

Bornean Blue Flycatcher until the Great Argus strolled into view and remained, occasionally calling, for over 30 

minutes and allowed approach down to 10m! Well satisfied with this awesome bird we returned to the lodge for 

lunch and a rest.  

 

At 15.30, after seeing a pair of Crested Firebacks near our rooms, we set off again to explore the road near the 

lodge with the very obvious highlight being sensational views of a Blue-headed Pitta perched in the open at close 

range for about a minute. In the same spot a group of Black-throated Wren-babbles played hide and seek for a 

while until everyone had some sort of view.  

 

Rain set in during dinner and a planned 20.30 night drive was delayed until nearly 21.00 to give the rain a chance 

to stop; in the event this turned out to be the most productive night drives of all with Reddish Scops Owl, a 

Moon rat, a brief Leopard Cat, a Common Palm Civet and two Colugos seen, the latter even putting on a display 

of gliding.   

Day 14 Saturday 10th October 

Danum Valley 

Weather: fine and dry after some early mist, hot and humid 

Having arranged to be driven to the gate on the Access Road at 06.00 we had an early breakfast before setting 

off. Once there we soon heard a calling Giant Pitta but it failed to oblige so we commenced a slow five km walk 

back to the lodge where we arrived soon after 11.00. A few flowering trees near the gate attracted several species 

with a Yellow-eared Spiderhunter the pick of the bunch and while watching it a Helmeted Hornbill flew over. A 

little further on a Banded Broadbill posed for the scope for a short while as did a Pale Blue Flycatcher and a 

Spotted Fantail eventually gave some good views as did a small group of Brown Fulvettas. Soon afterwards we 

were watching some obliging Fairy Bluebirds (after more distant birds earlier) along with our first Dark-throated 

Oriole and Lesser Cuckooshrikes. A couple of Finsch’s Bulbuls were a good find before we reached the start of 

the canopy walkway. At the far end of the walkway two Blue-headed Pittas were seen by some though neither 

was particularly obliging.  

 

During the lunch break Orange-bellied, Yellow-rumped and Yellow-breasted Flowerpeckers joined Greater- and 

Lesser-Green Leafbirds in a fruiting tree near the lodge.  

 

Our evening walk saw us concentrate on the road once more, though some opted to go for a paddle in the 

Jacuzzi Pool, with a small group of Chestnut-backed Scimitar-babblers amongst a flock of commoner Babblers 

and a couple of Rufous-tailed Shamas the pick of a bunch that included some excellent views of Rhinoceros and 

three other species of Hornbills. A large male Orang-utan crossed the road right in front of us at one point. A 

dusk drive before dinner allowed those who had missed yesterday’s Colugos to catch up, also seen were more 

Thomas’s Flying Squirrels and a rather distant Slow Loris. 
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Day 15 Sunday 11th October 

Danum Valley 

Weather: fine and dry after some early mist, hot and humid 

Early risers once more concentrated on the road near the lodge where a couple of Oriental Dwarf Kingfishers 

gave great scope views. Rufous-winged Philentoma and Grey-cheeked and Yellow-bellied Bulbuls put on a good 

show too and another Diard’s Trogon was seen. After breakfast some joined Osman on a hike up the Viewpoint 

Trail and were rewarded with spectacular landscape views plus three Orang-utans, White-crowned Forktail, 

Siberian Blue Robin, Rufous-tailed Shama and a Scarlet-rumped Trogon. Those who concentrated on the road 

and the canopy walkway came away with Fluffy-backed Tit-babblers, Red-throated Sunbirds, Black-winged 

Flycatcher-shrike, Crimson-winged Woodpecker, a fleeting Red-bearded Bee-eater and a large Woodshrike.  

 

An evening return to the road produced several views of a couple of elusive Crested Jays, Buff-necked 

Woodpecker and up to five Orang-utans including sensational views of an adult male complete with cheek 

flanges and known locally as ‘King’. A night drive before dinner produced a few Flying Squirrels and a Lesser 

Mouse Deer but after dinner two different Masked Palm Civets were seen near the lodge. 

Day 16 Monday 12th October 

Danum Valley 

Weather: light rain mid-morning for 40 minutes, otherwise fine, hot and humid 

An early breakfast preceded our return to the gate at the far end of the Access Road from where we once more 

walked back towards the lodge at leisure. A calling Black-headed Pitta was eventually located a short distance 

from the road and gave good views but a calling Bornean Wren-babbler failed to oblige. Nearby a pair of Olive-

backed Woodpeckers showed quite well for a while. The flowering trees served up a Spectacled Spiderhunter 

along with a few Yellow-eared and a male Red-throated Sunbird stayed around long enough for everyone to get a 

look through the scope. A calling Blue-headed Pitta close to the road gave a fleeting view to some before flying 

right past us all. Birds of Prey began to rise on the first thermals soon after 09.00 and included a Crested 

Goshawk and a couple of Black Eagles. Distant calls from Bornean Bristleheads prompted an extended wait in 

the hope they might come our way but eventually Wangkong led most of the group along the Tekala Trail in the 

hope they might be found in the river valley. In the event none were seen but some compensation came in the 

shape of a single Bornean Gibbon.  

 

Our evening walk took us back along the road and onto the canopy walkway where a couple of Buff-rumped 

Woodpeckers showed well, as did a Scarlet-rumped Trogon and others though a Blue-eared barbet was rather 

brief. After several previous flight views we finally managed to see a pair of perched Helmeted Hornbills from 

the road this evening. Frustratingly, as we heading back towards the lodge, three Bornean Bristleheads were seen 

briefly in flight but settled out of sight in a distant treetop and disappeared. Those who opted to remain near the 

lodge this afternoon were treated to great views of a male Orang-utan (‘King’ again) that had taken up residence 

in a fruiting fig tree right next to some of our rooms. A night drive was fairly quiet but did produce final views of 

Thomas’s Flying Squirrels. 
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Day 17 Tuesday 13th October 

Danum Valley 

Weather: mostly fine but a heavy shower around midday and some more persistent rain in 

the evening and overnight, hot and humid 

There was time for a couple of hours birding along the road before breakfast and our 09.30 departure for Lahad 

Datu. Once again Bornean Bristleheads evaded us but some compensation came in the shape of a couple of 

Red-bearded Bee-eaters and our first obliging White-crowned Forktail after several fleeting birds.  

 

The journey back to Lahad Datu was largely uneventful apart from having to change vehicles along the way due 

to a collapsed bridge and fleeting views of a Binturong crossing the road for some just after we set off in the 

second vehicle.  

 

A few Paddyfield Pipits were at Lahad Datu airport where our slightly bumpy flight to Kota Kinabalu set off on 

time at 14.40 and arrived an hour later. A short journey delivered us to the Shangri-la Hotel in the heart of the 

city where an hour on the roof before dusk produced our best views of Pink-necked Green Pigeons and lots of 

House Swifts.  

Day 18 Wednesday 14th October 

En route to Pulau Tiga; Pulau Tiga 

Weather: fine and dry until mid afternoon when a little breezy in association with squally 

rain 

After breakfast we set off at 07.30 on the two hour drive to Kuala Penyu where a boat was waiting to take us in 

the 30 minute journey to Pulau Tiga. On arrival there was time to settle into our chalets and have a look around 

before lunch which led to the discovery of Pied Imperial Pigeons in the trees above the restaurant and a Pacific 

Reef Egret near the jetty.  

 

Further exploration just after lunch saw one group member hit the trails and find Tabon Scrubfowl, Mangrove 

Blue Flycatcher and Mangrove Whistler in quick succession while back at the restaurant a Blue-naped Parrot 

posed for the scope.  

 

At 15.00 we set off eastwards towards a mangrove lined lagoon that often holds a few waders but were soon 

distracted by the sight of a Tabon Scrubfowl attending its nest mound just inside the jungle. Soon afterwards a 

Bunting was discovered that remains unidentified but was either a Red-headed (a first for Borneo) or Black-

headed Bunting (three previous records); while watching that a Little Bunting (third for Borneo) popped up from 

nowhere and eventually settled down and gave good views. Pulau Tiga’s reputation for turning up oddities was 

confirmed! Squally showers turned to more persistent rain and the sea became rougher but this resulted in a 

good arrival of Frigatebirds with about 200 Lessers and a single Christmas Frigatebird appearing overhead during 

the course of the evening. Also seen this afternoon was a Lesser Sandplover, a couple of Grey-tailed Tattlers and 

two or three Chinese Egrets, though the latter proved surprisingly elusive throughout out stay.  
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Day 19 Thursday 15th October 

Pulau Tiga, en route to Kota Kinabalu via Papar ricefields 

Weather: dry and sunny, a little breezy in the afternoon 

Those who joined Osman on a quest for Mangrove Blue Flycatcher and Mangrove Whistler came back empty-

handed but arrived at the lagoon area in time to see a remarkable flock of eight Red-rumped Swallows that had 

been discovered there (a first for Borneo - the fourth new species for Borneo found on Pulau Tiga by Naturetrek 

groups in the last decade!). The Chinese Egrets were again on show for a while before somehow melting away 

and Greater Sandplovers and Grey-tailed Tattlers were seen. A Red-throated Pipit showed well on the lawns and 

both of yesterday’s rare buntings were still around.  

 

After breakfast about half of the group opted to join an excursion to nearby Snake Island where, as well as the 

Yellow-lipped Sea Kraits for which the island is famous, a few Red-necked Phalaropes were seen and snorkelling 

produced a mass of tropical fish around the corals that included a few Clown Fish. Those who remained behind 

had a stroll around or a swim.  

 

After lunch and settling our bills it was time to return to the mainland, a journey enlivened by a rather choppy 

sea that saw several people get a bit of a soaking. Back on the bus we began the return journey to Kota Kinabalu 

but made a couple of stops in the ricefields near Papar where a nice selection of waders included a Greater 

painted Snipe with a half-grown youngster. Also seen here were a couple of Cinnamon Bitterns and Lesser 

Coucals. Closer to Kota Kinabalu we stopped briefly at Lok Kawi beach were a single Malaysian Plover was seen 

amongst numerous Greater Sandplovers and other waders including a few Terek Sandpipers. 

Day 20 Friday 16th October 

Crocker Range, inbound to UK via KL 

Weather: fine and dry, hot and humid 

Those who opted to join our final morning excursion to the Crocker Range had an early breakfast and set off on 

the hour long drive at 05.15. On arrival we spent an hour or so in a small clearing next to the main road where 

Bornean and Cinereous Bulbuls, Gold-whiskered and Mountain Barbets and Blyth’s Hawk-eagle were all new 

and we reacquainted ourselves with several upland species not seen since leaving Mt. Kinabalu. Walking along 

the road we soon found a large mixed feeding flock that contained further new birds in the shape of Black-and-

crimson Orioles, some fleeting Bornean Leafbirds and, best of all a Mountain Serpent Eagle that flew overhead 

giving its distinctive call. A short look around the Rafflesia Reserve car park area revealed a lack of fruiting trees 

so we pressed on and spent an hour or so at Gunung Emas were, over coffee, we enjoyed excellent views of 

Bornean Leafbirds and others from the veranda and were surprised to see four Mountain Black-eyes at this low 

elevation. We returned towards Kota Kinabalu in time to spend a few minutes at Lok Kawi Beach were three 

Malaysian Plovers showed well amongst the assembled waders.  

 

After lunch at a Chinese restaurant near our hotel we returned there in time to do some final packing and to 

prepare for the long journey home.  
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En route to the airport we diverted to Tanjung Aru Beach for 40 minutes to have a drink or ice cream. At the 

airport we said our goodbyes to Osman and checked-in quickly. The flight to Kuala Lumpur was on time and on 

arrival we had a couple of hours to browse the duty free shops before boarding our punctual flight to London. 

Day 21 Saturday 17th October 

Inbound 

After a smooth flight we touched down at London Heathrow about 30 minutes ahead of schedule at 05.20, 

collected our bags and said our goodbyes before dispersing to various parts of Britain, or beyond. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and 

new dates, tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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BIRDS 

Nomenclature, taxonomy and species order follow the world list of the International Ornithological Congress 

(IOC) v2.2 (August 2009), available online at  

http://www.worldbirdnames.org/ 

Accepted subspecies are based on those listed in the Handbook of the Birds of the World when available or, 

when not, Clements’ Checklist of the Birds of the World. Just before the tour began an excellent new field guide 

to the birds of Borneo by Susan Myers was published that seems likely to become a standard reference, 

alternative nomenclature and taxonomic treatments followed by Myers are mentioned as appropriate. 

The following codes are used: 

E = a Bornean endemic species 

e = a Bornean endemic subspecies  

(l/o) = seen only by the tour leader or guides 

(n/l) = not seen by the tour leader or guides 

(I) = an introduced / non-native species 

Species that were heard only, not positively identified or only seen by the tour leader or guides are placed in 

square brackets, as are any non native species 

Conservation status according to IUCN/ Birdlife International is indicated when applicable: NT=near 

threatened; VU=vulnerable; EN=endangered; CR=critically endangered 

 

 MEGAPODIIDAE 

Philippine Megapode Megapodius c. cumingii  

At least two were seen on Pulau Tiga, including one attending a nest mound; several more were heard there. 

Called Tabon Scrubfowl by Myers (2009) and others 

 

PHASIANIDAE 

 [Red-breasted Partridge Arborophila hyperythra erythrophrys] E  

Heard most days at Kinabalu Park but not seen 

 

[Chestnut-necklaced Partridge Arborophila charltonii graydoni] NT e 

Heard but not seen at Sukau and DV 

 

[Crimson-headed Partridge Haematortyx sanguiniceps] E  

Heard but not seen at Kinabalu Park 

 

Crested Fireback Lophura ignita nobilis NT e 

A pair were seen occasionally near our rooms at Danum Valley, sometimes giving excellent views 

 

Great Argus Argusianus argus grayi NT e 

A male was watched calling and briefly dancing on his dancing ground along the Tekala Trail at Danum Valley 

and female crossed the road near the gate there one morning; several more were heard 

 

 

 

http://www.worldbirdnames.org/
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ANATIDAE 

Wandering Whistling-duck Dendrocygna a. arcuata 

Two were seen distantly at Kota Belud and a few were seen in flight from the moving bus near Papar 

 

CICONIIDAE 

Storm’s Stork Ciconia stormi EN 

A total of eight were seen over three dates at Sukau 

 

ARDEIDAE 

Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis 

One was seen in flight at Kota Belud (n/l) 

 

Cinnamon Bittern Ixobrychus cinnamomeus 

Three were seen at Kota Belud, two near Papar and one from the moving bus between there and Kota Kinabalu 

 

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax n. nycticorax 

A juvenile was at the Oxbow Lake at Sukau 

 

Striated Heron Butorides striata javanica / amurensis 

Singles were at Sandakan, Sukau (twice), Danum Valley and on Pulau Tiga; at least the last one seems more likely 

to have been a migrant amurensis than a resident bird  

 

Javan Pond Heron Ardeola s. speciosa  

Up to six were at Kota Belud 

 

Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus 

A few were at Kota Kinabalu airport, several hundred were at Kota Belud, near Papar  and at Lahad Datu 

airport, about 10 were at Danum Valley (where a migrating flock of over 50 flew south one morning, and about 

10 were on Pulau Tiga. Formerly regarded as a subspecies of Cattle Egret B. ibis but differs from western birds in 

breeding plumage and structure 

 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea manilensis 

Two were seen in flight at Kota Belud, five at Sukau and six near Papar 

 

Eastern Great Egret Ardea modesta 

Up to 50 were at Kota Belud with a similar number along the Lower Kinabatangan and near Papar, a few singles 

were seen elsewhere. Formerly regarded as a subspecies of Great Egret A. alba and retained in that species by 

Myers (2009) 

 

Intermediate Egret Egretta i. intermedia 

At least five, perhaps many more, were at Kota Belud, one was at Sukau and another on Pulau Tiga 
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Little Egret Egretta g. garzetta 

Several hundred were at Kota Belud with smaller numbers at Sukau and various other sites, especially near Papar. 

All those looked at closely showed the yellow feet of northern garzetta rather than the black feet of Australasian 

nigripes 

 

Chinese Egret Egretta eulophotes VU 

Up to four rather elusive individuals were on Pulau Tiga 

 

Pacific Reef Egret Egretta s. sacra 

Two, a white one and a dark one, were at Pulau Tiga and a couple more were at nearby Snake Island 

 

FREGATIDAE 

Christmas Frigatebird Fregata andrewsi CR 

A male was seen briefly with Lesser Frigatebirds over Pulau Tiga 

 

Lesser Frigatebird Fregata a. ariel  

About 200 came in to roost at Pulau Tiga in the evening 

 

ANHINGIDAE 

Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster NT 

Up to 20 at Sukau were followed by a couple at DV and near Papar 

 

ACCIPITRIDAE 

Crested Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus torquatus / orientalis 

A juvenile, perhaps a migrant orientalis, flew over at Kinabalu Park during our first afternoon there and singles 

were seen three times at DV. Myers (2009) and others refer to this species as Oriental Honey Buzzard 

 

Bat Hawk Machaeramphus a. alcinus 

One at Sepilok was unexpected; the Gomantong Caves produced excellent views of four hunting the emerging 

bats there 

 

Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus hypoleucos 

Three were at Kota Belud with a couple more near Papar; Myers (2009) refers to this as Black-shouldered Kite 

but that name is now usually used for the split E. axillaris of Australia.  

 

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indicus intermedius 

After the first two at Kota Belud a few were seen each day at Sukau, a couple tried to hunt bats at Gomantong 

Caves and several more were seen around Kota Kinabalu and en route to and from Pulau Tiga 

 

White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster  

An adult flew over at Kota Belud, three were seen at Sukau and at least four were at Pulau Tiga and Snake Island 

with another over Kota Kinabalu 
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Lesser Fish Eagle Ichthyophaga h. humilis NT 

One was seen at Sukau 

 

Grey-headed Fish Eagle Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus NT 

Singles were seen en route to Danum Valley and near the lodge there 

 

Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela pallidus e 

One or two were seen virtually daily in the lowlands with one in the Crocker Range, 17 were noted in total  

 

Mountain Serpent Eagle Spilornis kinabaluensis VU E 

A calling bird gave good flight views in the Crocker Range; a rarely seen and poorly known species 

 

Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus microstictus e  

Two singles were seen on one date at BRL 

 

Black Eagle Ictinaetus m. malayensis 

Singles were seen on four occasions at Danum Valley 

 

Rufous-bellied Eagle Lophotriorchis kienerii formosus 

One was at Gomantong Caves and another at Danum Valley 

 

Crested Hawk Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus limnaeetus 

A juvenile at Danum Valley was seen on two dates and another was on Pulau Tiga.  Formerly known as 

Changeable Hawk Eagle Spizaetus cirrhatus and as N. limnaeetus if birds from the Indian Peninsular are split from 

those elsewhere (and themselves called Crested Hawk Eagle), the name Changeable Hawk Eagle N. cirrhatus is 

used by Myers (2009) 

 

Blyth’s Hawk-eagle Nisaetus alboniger 

A juvenile Hawk-eagle seen briefly at Kinabalu Park was presumably this species in that location and an adult 

and juvenile were in the Crocker Range 

 

Wallace’s Hawk-eagle Nisaetus n. nanus VU 

Three were seen at Sukau 

 

FALCONIDAE 

White-fronted Falconet Microhierax latifrons NT E  

One was at Gomantong Caves and a pair were seen twice at Danum Valley where another single was seen 

 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus japonensis / calidus / ernestii 

Two hunted bats at Gomantong Caves (the very dark resident subspecies ernestii); two over Kota Kinabalu one 

morning were presumably migrants from the north (subspecies calidus or japonensis) 
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RALLIDAE 

Buff-banded Rail Gallirallus p. philippensis.  

One was seen rather distantly at Kota Belud. This species seems to be in the process of colonising Borneo, 

presumably from the Philippines 

 

White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis p. phoenicurus 

Ones and twos were seen on none dates  

 

Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio indicus 

About three were seen near Papar. Myers (2009) accepts the split of birds of the very dark race indicus (and other 

tropical Asian taxa, mostly from west of Wallace’s line) as Black-backed Swamphen P. indicus (range: southern 

Thailand to Sulawesi). 

 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus orientalis 

Several were at Kota Belud with a few more near Papar 

 

RECURVIROSTRIDAE 

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

Up to 100 were at Kota Belud with smaller numbers near Papar 

 

CHARADRIIDAE 

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva 

About 20 were at Kota Belud with a similar number near Papar 

 

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 

Up to four were on the beach at Lok Kawi 

 

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius d. dubius / curonicus  

Up to 10 were at Kota Belud with a similar number near Papar. Myers (2009) lists only subspecies dubius (breeds 

from the Philippines southwards to New Guinea) as occurring but most birds, at least, will actually be of the 

migratory northern race curonicus 

 

Malaysian Plover Charadrius peronii NT 

Up to four were found at Lok Kawi over two dates 

 

Lesser Sandplover Charadrius m. mongolus / stegmanni / schaeferi 

One was at Pulau Tiga. Myers (2009) mentions only subspecies atrifrons for Borneo but in reality several races 

could occur, in fact perhaps most likely are the eastern races mongolus and stegmanni of the Mongolus group which is 

sometimes viewed as a separate species, Mongolian Plover C. mongolus; identifying birds in non-breeding 

plumage is however fraught with difficulties 

 

Greater Sandplover Charadrius l. leschenaulti 

Up to five at Pulau Tiga were followed by over 20 at Lok Kawi 
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ROSTRATULIDAE 

Greater Painted Snipe Rostratula benghalensis 

A male near Papar was followed around by a half-grown juvenile. Myers (2009) refers to Bornean birds as 

belonging to the subspecies benghalensis which suggests that she does not accept the split of Australian birds as 

Australasian Painted Snipe R. australis which is accepted by IOC making benghalensis a monotypic species 

 

SCOLOPACIDAE 

Snipe species Gallinago sp. 

About 10 Snipes were seen at Kota Belud, all of those seen well looked closest in appearance to Swinhoe’s Snipe 

G. megala being dark on the underwing and lacking the white trailing edge of Common Snipe G. gallinago but 

looking distinctly bulky and full-winged compared to Pintail Snipe G. stenura but the identification of these two 

species is notoriously difficult and has led birders in Hong Kong to give up and refer to them collectively as 

‘Swintail Snipes’ 

 

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa melanuroides 

One was seen in flight at Kota Belud 

 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus variegatus 

One at Sukau was followed by up to 20 on and around Pulau Tiga 

 

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 

About 20 were at Kota Belud and another near Papar 

 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

At least six were at Kota Belud and one at Sukau 

 

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 

The commonest wader at Kota Belud and near Papar where several hundred were seen, another was at Lahad 

Datu airport 

 

Grey-tailed Tattler Tringa brevipes 

About four were on Pulau Tiga 

 

Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinerea 

At least four were at Lok Kawi beach 

 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 

A few were at Kota Belud and near Papar, 10 were at Sukau with ones and twos elsewhere 

 

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria i. interpres 

Up to 20 were at Lok Kawi 

 

Sanderling Calidris alba 

A juvenile was at Lok Kawi on our first visit there 
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Long-toed Stint Calidris subminuta 

About 20 were at Kota Belud, a handful at Sukau and close to 100 near Papar 

 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 

Three were at Kota Belud 

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 

Six were seen during the excursion to Snake Island (n/l) 

 

GLAREOLIDAE 

Oriental Pratincole Glareola maldivarum 

Kota Belud held about eight birds 

 

LARIDAE 

Swift Tern Thalasseus bergii cristata 

About 30 were seen near Sandakan Bay as we travelled by boat to Sukau; Myers (2009) and others call this Great 

Crested Tern 

 

Lesser Crested Tern Thalasseus b. bengalensis / torresi 

One was seen near Sandakan. Subspecies divisions in this species are in need of revision; Myers (2009) indicates 

that birds in Borneo are subspecies bengalensis but they probably belong to torresi if that race is valid. 

 

Little Tern Sternula albifrons pusilla / sinensis 

One was on Lok Kawi beach. Myers (2009) lists only sinensis but others regard pusilla (if valid) as likely to occur 

 

Whiskered Tern Childonias h. hybridus / fluviatilis 

About 300 were at Kota Belud with smaller numbers at Sukau and near Papar and scattered records elsewhere. 

Myers (2009) lists only subspecies javanicus but there are specimen records of fluviatilis to support the notion of 

austral migrants occurring 

 

White-winged Black Tern Childonias leucopterus 

Hundreds were at Kota Belud and Papar with smaller numbers at Sukau, a couple of presumed migrants flew 

past our hotel near Mt. Kinabalu  

 

COLUMBIDAE 

 [‘Feral’ Rock Pigeon Columba livia] (I) 

Noted in some urban contexts and at Kota Belud 

 

Spotted Dove Stigmatopelia chinensis tigrina 

Small numbers were seen as we travelled between sites (this being one of the few species that thrives in oil palm 

plantations); about 50 were at Kota Belud. Formerly in the genus Streptopelia and retained in there by Myers 

(2009) 
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Little Cuckoo-dove Macropygia ruficeps nana e  

Frequently heard and regularly seen in flight at Kinabalu Park though a few perched birds showed well near the 

Timpohon Gate 

 

# [Zebra Dove Geopelia striata] (I) 

Several were at Kota Belud with a few around Kota Kinabalu and, unusually, one on Pulau Tiga. Although 

generally considered to be a non-native species there is the possibility that this is a recent natural colonist and the 

Pulau Tiga bird is perhaps suggestive of a migrant arrival. Formerly also known as Peaceful Dove but that name 

is now reserved for the split G. placida of New Guinea and Australia 

 

Little Green Pigeon Treron olax  

A few were seen in flight at Sukau 

 

Pink-necked Green Pigeon Treron vernans 

A handful at Sukau were followed by several showy individuals in Kota Kinabalu and another on Pulau Tiga 

 

Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula a. aenea 

Regularly seen except in the mountains, where replaced by the next species, and on Pulau Tiga. Myers (2009) 

refers Bornean birds to subspecies polia but that race is usually regarded as confined to the Lesser Sundas and 

often considered synonymous with nominate aenea anyway 

 

Mountain Imperial Pigeon Ducula b. badia  

About 10 at Mt. Kinabalu included a couple of perched birds on our first evening there; another 10 were seen in 

the Crocker Range 

 

Pied Imperial Pigeon Ducula b. bicolor 

Three were seen on Pulau Tiga with two more on nearby Snake Island 

 

PSITTACIDAE 

Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot Loriculus galgulus 

Flying birds were frequently seen at Sepilok with smaller numbers at Sukau and Danum Valley; perched birds 

were seen at Sepilok and Danum Valley. Myers (2009) specifies subspecies galgulus but this species is usually 

considered monotypic 

 

Blue-naped Parrot Tanygnathus lucionensis / salvadorii NT 

One posed for the scope on Pulau Tiga; this appears to be one of the few remaining places where wild birds 

occur on Borneo though there is s presumed feral population in Kota Kinabalu 

 

Long-tailed Parakeet Psittacula l. longicauda NT 

Commonly seen in flight at Sepilok and Sukau with a few perched birds seen 
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CUCULIDAE 

Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis bubutus 

One was seen at Sepilok, a couple near Sukau and one along the road between Lahad Datu and Danum Valley 

where a few more were heard calling and one was seen briefly crossing the road 

 

Lesser Coucal Centropus bengalensis javanensis  

One was seen in flight at Kota Belud and two were seen briefly near Papar 

 

Raffles’s Malkoha Phaenicophaeus c. chlorophaeus 

The most frequently seen Malkoha with about 12 recorded after the first at Sepilok; Myers (2009) treats this 

species as monotypic 

 

Chestnut-breasted Malkoha Phaenicophaeus curvirostris microrhinus e  

Three were at Sepilok, one at Sukau and about five at Danum Valley 

 

Black-bellied Malkoha Phaenicophaeus diardi borneensis NT e  

One was seen at Gomantong Caves 

 

Chestnut-winged Cuckoo Clamator coromandus 

One flew across the Tenegang River near Sukau 

 

Violet Cuckoo Chrysococcyx x. xanthorhynchus  

A total of five calling birds were seen in flight at Sukau, Gomantong Caves (where one perched very briefly) and 

Danum Valley 

 

[Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus threnodes]  

Heard but not seen at Sukau 

 

[Dark Hawk-cuckoo Hierococcyx bocki] 

Heard but not seen near our hotel at Kinabalu Park and in the Crocker Range. Formerly considered a subspecies 

of Large Hawk-cuckoo H. sparveroides 

 

[Hawk-cuckoo species Hierococcyx sp.] 

One seen briefly but quite well at Kinabalu Park seems likely to have been either a resident Malaysian Hawk-

cuckoo H. fugax somewhat beyond/ above its usual range or a migrant Rufous Hawk-cuckoo H. hyperythrus 

(called Northern Hawk-cuckoo in Myers (2009) and considered there an uncommon migrant). Characters for 

separating non-calling individuals of these two species (both of which were until recently considered subspecies 

of Hodgson’s Hawk Cuckoo H. fugax (now H. nisicolor) are poorly understood 

 

[Indian Cuckoo Cuculus micropterus c. concretus] 

Heard but not seen at Danum Valley   
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STRIGIDAE 

Reddish Scops-owl Otus r. rufescens NT 

One was seen on a night drive at Danum Valley 

 

Buffy Fish-owl Ketupa k. ketupu  

Two were near the restaurant at Sukau one evening, one was seen during the night cruise there and two were on 

the river at the lodge at Danum Valley one evening 

 

Brown Wood Owl Strix l. leptogrammica e / vaga e  

One was seen during the first night drive at Danum Valley. Birds in north Borneo are usually considered to 

belong to the subspecies vaga which is sometimes included in a putative separate species, Bartel’s Wood Owl S. 

bartelsi (core range Java and Bali but perhaps in uplands elsewhere). However, birds in the lowlands of north 

Borneo tend to look and, perhaps most importantly, sound more like nominate leptogrammica (which occurs 

throughout south and central Borneo) rather than vaga though birds in the uplands might well be referable to the 

latter. A revision of the subspecies limits in Bornean birds is probably in order but there is no reason at present 

to think that the birds at Danum Valley (a lowland site) are anything other than Brown Wood Owls  

 

HEMIPROCNIDAE 

Grey-rumped Treeswift Hemiprocne longipennis harterti  

Reasonable numbers, up to 20 per day or more at times, were seen in flight at Sepilok (where they drank from 

the lake at the hotel) and Danum Valley 

 

Whiskered Treeswift Hemiprocne c. comata 

Frequently seen around the lodge at Danum Valley after one en route to there from Lahad Datu; always a 

favourite  

 

APODIDAE 

Giant Swiftlet Hydrochous gigas NT 

About six were seen rather distantly from the Timpohon Gate at Kinabalu Park one morning. Myers (2009) calls 

this Waterfall Swift 

 

Glossy Swiftlet Collocalia esculenta cyanoptila 

Common and widespread, seen in good numbers everywhere except in Kinabalu Park (where replaced by the 

next species) and on Pulau Tiga; birds were nesting in our hotels near Kinabalu Park and in Kota Kinabalu 

 

Cave Swiflet Collocalia linchi dodgei e  

Current thinking is that the Collocalia Swiftlets found inside Kinabalu Park are this species (and they do look 

subtly different from Glossy Swiftlets found just outside the park and elsewhere, being less glossy and with a 

greyish-green sheen on the mantle and wing coverts). This species and Glossy Swiftlet were once considered 

races of the same species but some recent authors (including Myers (2009)) favour a further split which would 

make the Swiftlets in the Bornean mountains a new endemic species called Bornean Swiftlet C. dodgei, though 

given its scientific name, and the confused taxonomy of Swiftlets generally, perhaps Dodgy Swiftlet would be a 

better moniker. The IOC list fails to mention Borneo as being within the range of Cave Swiftlet, presumably in 

error. 
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[Mossy-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus salangana natunae] 

Presumably seen, as known to be common, but not positively identified 

 

[Black-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus maximus lowi]  

Aerodromus Swiftlets in limestone areas such as Gomantong Caves are thought to be predominantly this species 

but none were positively identified 

  

[Edible-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus fuciphagus vestitus]  

Presumably seen but not positively identified. Listed as A. fuciphaga vestita by Myers (2009) 

 

Silver-rumped Spinetail Rhaphidura leucopygialis  

Fairly common at Sepilok and Danum Valley with a couple at Sukau 

 

Brown-backed Needletail Hirundapus g. giganteus 

Up to six were at Danum Valley on one date and another eight or so showed occasionally at Pulau Tiga 

 

Asian Palm-Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis infumatus 

One was at Kota Belud and about 10 at Sepilok 

 

House Swift Apus nipalensis subfurcatus 

Common over Kota Kinabalu but not seen elsewhere. Often considered a subspecies of Little Swift A. affinis and 

retained in that species by Myers (2009), though she uses the name House Swift for affinis 

 

TROGONIDAE 

Red-naped Trogon Harpactes kasumba impavidus NT 

Calling males gave reasonable flight views at Sukau and Gomantong Caves 

 

Diard’s Trogon Harpactes d. diardii NT 

A pair showed well at Danum Valley during our first morning walk there and a female was seen a few days later, 

others were heard 

 

Whiteheads Trogon Harpactes whiteheadi NT 

The same pair were seen very well at Kinabalu Park on successive days, on the second occasion they were briefly 

accompanied by what was presumed to be a juvenile 

Scarlet-rumped Trogon Harpactes duvaucelii NT 

Two were seen and several more heard during one of our cruises at Sukau and two singles were seen at Danum 

Valley 

 

CORACIIDAE 

Dollarbird Eurystomus o. orientalis / calonyx  

Up to four were at Sepilok, Sukau and Pulau Tiga; birds at the latter site in particular are more likely to have been 

migrants from the north (subspecies calonyx) than local birds of the nominate race 
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ALCEDINIDAE 

Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis cyanopteryx 

Up to six were at Sukau and another at Danum Valley 

 

Collared Kingfisher Todiramphus chloris laubmannianus  

A handful were seen on roadside wires at Sepilok and near Gomantong 

 

Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher Ceyx erithaca motleyi  

One was seen at Sepilok, three at Sukau and two at Danum Valley, several more were heard. The taxonomy of 

these birds is particularly complex. Birds in Borneo are generally considered to show mixed characters of the 

erithaca group (sometimes split as Black-backed Kingfisher) and the rufidorsa group (sometimes split as Rufous-

backed Kingfisher); in fact the mixed seeming features of most (over 80%) Bornean birds have been cited as a 

reason for maintaining all within one species (despite the fact that black-backed and rufous-backed birds 

elsewhere behave as separate species). Myers (2009) reports that recent molecular studies point to all birds in 

Borneo being members of the rufidorsa group (even though most actually look quite different from typical 

rufidorsa) and she consequently lists Rufous-backed Kingfisher C. rufidorsa motleyi as the taxon occurring. 

However, the bird depicted as motleyi in Myers is a direct copy of the illustration of Black-backed Kingfisher of 

the nominate race erithacus in Robson’s Birds of South-east Asia (which splits the two species). Confused? So am 

I! 

 

Blue-eared Kingfisher Alcedo meninting verreauxii 

Up to four per day were seen at Sukau with another at Danum Valley 

 

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis bengalensis 

Two were seen at Kota Belud and another at Pulau Tiga, these are winter visitors to Borneo 

 

MEROPIDAE 

Red-bearded Bee-eater Nyctyornis amictus  

A pair at Danum Valley gave a couple of brief or frustratingly silhouetted views 

 

Blue-throated Bee-eater Merops v. viridis  

Up to 10 per day were seen at Sepilok and Sukau 

 

BUCEROTIDAE 

Bushy-crested Hornbill Anorrhinus galeritus  

After about 15 at Sukau and Gomantong Caves we had fairly regular encounters with groups of up to 10 at 

Danum Valley, the most gregarious Hornbill species 

 

Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris convexus  

Small numbers were seen regularly at Sepilok, Sukau and on Pulau Tiga but, as usual, this species was absent 

from the mature primary forest at Danum Valley 
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Black Hornbill Anthracoceros malayanus NT 

Up to eight in a fruiting tree at Sepilok were followed by fairly regular encounters at Sukau and Danum Valley, 

recorded on 10 dates with up to 40 seen in total 

 

Rhinoceros Hornbill Buceros rhinoceros borneoensis NT e  

After one was seen a couple of times at Sepilok and another from the boat between Sandakan and Sukau we had 

regular encounters with up to four pairs at Danum Valley where birds were heard frequently and seen daily 

  

 

Helmeted Hornbill Rhinoplax vigil NT 

Regularly heard at Danum Valley where we had five flight views (two very good) before finally getting the scope 

on a pair during our final evening walk along the road 

 

Wrinkled Hornbill Aceros corrugatus NT 

Ones and twos gave decent flight views at Sukau on three occasions 

 

Wreathed Hornbill Rhyticeros undulatus  

A better than average haul when two at Gomantong Caves were followed by regular encounters with up to three 

different pairs at Danum Valley 

 

MEGALAIMIDAE 

Golden-whiskered Barbet Megalaima chrysopogon chrysopsis e  

Heard but not seen below our hotel at Kinabalu Park; a couple showed well in the Crocker Range where several 

more were calling 

 

Red-crowned Barbet Megalaima rafflesii NT 

One was seen in the fruiting fig at Danum Valley just before we departed for Lahad Datu (n/l) 

 

[Red-throated Barbet Megalaima m. mystacophanos] NT 

Heard occasionally at Sepilok and Danum Valley but not seen 

 

Mountain Barbet Megalaima monticola E  

A couple were heard distantly at Kinabalu Park; one posed for the scope in the Crocker Range where many more 

were heard 

 

[Yellow-crowned Barbet Megalaima henricii brachyrhyncha] NT e  

Heard once in the distance at Danum Valley 

 

Golden-naped Barbet Megalaima pulcherrima E  

Quite good numbers were seen at Kinabalu Park, especially around a couple of fruiting trees at the Timpohon 

Gate where up to seven gathered; many more were heard there and at the Crocker Range where one was also 

seen 
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Blue-eared Barbet Megalaima australis duvaucelii  

A couple were seen briefly at Danum Valley where a few more were heard, several more were heard at Sepilok 

and Sukau 

 

[Bornean Barbet Megalaima e. eximia / cyanea] E  

Heard briefly but not seen in the Crocker Range; this species is probably monotypic, subspecies cyanea probably 

referring to immature plumage rather than a separate taxon 

 

Brown Barbet Caloramphus fuliginosus tertius e  

Small numbers were seen on seven dates at Sepilok, Sukau and Danum Valley; Myers (2009) misspells the 

generic name Calorhamphus 

  

PICIDAE 

Rufous Piculet Sasia a. abnormis  

One was at Sukau and ones and twos gave good views along the road at Danum Valley on three dates 

 

Rufous Woodpecker Celeus brachyurus badiosus e 

One showed very well at Sepilok one morning and others were heard there or glimpsed in flight.  Myers (2009), 

and some others, place this species in the monospecific genus Micropterus, all other members of the genus Celeus 

are Neotropical in distribution 

 

White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus j. javensis 

One showed well at Sepilok and two more were seen briefly at Sukau  

 

Banded Woodpecker Picus mineaceus malaccensis  

One posed for the scope at Sepilok 

 

Crimson-winged Woodpecker Picus puniceus observandus  

Two at Kinabalu Park were right at the upper limit of their usual altitudinal range, another was at Danum Valley 

 

Checker-throated Woodpecker Picus mentalis humii  

At least four were seen at Kinabalu Park one afternoon 

 

Olive-backed Woodpecker Dinopium rafflesii dulitense NT e  

A pair gave some good scope views at Danum Valley 

 

Maroon Woodpecker Blythipicus rubiginosus  

Several were heard and one finally seen at Kinabalu Park, others were heard at Sukau, Danum Valley and the 

Crocker Range 

 

Buff-rumped Woodpecker Meiglyptes tristis grammithorax  

A fleeting bird at Sepilok was followed by a few more obliging individuals at Danum Valley 
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Buff-necked Woodpecker Meiglyptes t. tukki NT 

Singles were at Sepilok and Danum Valley 

 

Grey-and-buff Woodpecker Hemicircus concretus sordidus  

Up to three gave good scope views at Sepilok 

 

Great Slaty Woodpecker Mulleripicus p. pulverulentus  

Two were seen at Sepilok where one posed for the scope for a short while, another was heard there 

 

EURYLAIMIDAE 

 [Whitehead's Broadbill Calyptomena whiteheadi] E  

Heard once but not seen at Kinabalu Park; this species seems to be getting harder and harder to find 

 

Black-and-red Broadbill Cymbirhynchus m. macrorhynchos  

A total of five were seen on one date at Sukau 

 

Banded Broadbill Eurylaimus javanicus brookei e 

One posed for the scope briefly at Danum Valley. A few more were heard there  

 

Black-and-yellow Broadbill Eurylaimus ochromalus NT 

Frequently heard and fairly regularly seen at Sepilok, Sukau and Danum Valley, birds were seen on eight dates 

 

Dusky Broadbill Corydon sumatranus orientalis e 

Three were seen at the Oxbow Lake at Sukau  

 

PITTIDAE 

 [Giant Pitta Pitta caerulea hosei] NT e  

Heard twice at Danum Valley with a bird glimpsed twice on the Tekala Trail by Wangkong only (l/o) 

 

[Banded Pitta Pitta guajana schwaneri] e  

Heard but not seen at Danum Valley on one occasion; Bornean birds are a potential split 

 

Blue-headed Pitta Pitta baudii VU E  

Heard but not seen at Sukau; at Danum Valley three males and a female were seen, one male in particular gave 

stunning views for about 1 minute 

 

Hooded Pitta Pitta sordida mulleri  

One showed well at Sukau where several more were heard along the Menangol Tributary, a couple more were 

heard at Danum Valley 

 

Black-crowned Pitta Pitta ussheri E  

Good views were enjoyed at Sukau and Danum Valley; others were heard at both sites and at Gomantong Caves. 

Also known as Aka Black-headed or Black-and-crimson Pitta (the latter used by Myers (2009) and sometimes 

treated as a subspecies of the widespread Garnet Pitta P. granatina 
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Blue-winged Pitta Pitta moluccensis  

One was seen three times in flight at Sukau and another was heard nearby 

 

TEPHRODORNITHIDAE 

Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus intermedius 

Up to four were seen in the Crocker Range 

 

Black-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus hirundinaceus 

Ones and twos were seen on three occasions at Danum Valley 

 

Rufous-winged Philentoma Philentoma p. pyrhoptera  

One was seen well at Danum Valley where a couple more were heard  

 

Maroon-breasted Philentoma Philentoma velata caesia NT 

A total of five were seen on three dates at Danum Valley. Formerly P. velatum caesium and listed with those gender 

endings by Myers (2009) 

 

PITYRIASIDAE 

 [Bornean Bristlehead Pityriasis gymnocephala] NT E  

Three were seen fleetingly at Danum Valley one evening but sadly no group members obtained satisfactory views 

of settled birds (l/o) 

 

ARTAMIDAE 

White-breasted Woodswallow Artamus l. leucorhynchus 

Several were at Kota Belud with smaller numbers at Sukau, Kota Kinabalu and Pulau Tiga; a few more were seen 

as we travelled between sites 

 

AEGITHINIDAE 

Green Iora Aegithinia v. viridissima NT 

Ones and twos were seen on four dates at Sepilok and Danum Valley 

 

Common Iora Aegithinia tiphia aequanimis 

Singles were seen three times near the lodge at Sukau  

 

CAMPEPHAGIDAE 

Lesser Cuckooshrike Coracina fimbriata schierbrandii 

Groups of two and four were seen on two dates at Danum Valley 

 

Pied Triller Lalage n. nigra  

At least three were at Kota Belud and a couple more near Papar 

 

Fiery Minivet Pericrocotus i. igneus NT 

Small groups were seen at Sepilok twice and Danum Valley twice 

 



Mount Kinabalu & the Rainforests of Borneo  Tour Report 

 

 

28  © Naturetrek     December 09 
 

Grey-chinned Minivet Pericrocotus solaris cinereigula e 

Groups of up to 10 six were seen on four dates at Kinabalu Park with a few more in the Crocker Range 

 

PACHYCEPHALIDAE 

Mangrove Whistler Pachycephala c. cinerea  

One was seen on Pulau Tiga (n/l) 

Bornean Whistler Pachycephala h. hypoxantha E  

Quite common at Kinabalu Park where up to 10 per day were seen and others heard 

 

LANIIDAE 

Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus lucionensis / confusus 

Singles were seen on Pulau Tiga and near Papar; another Shrike seen briefly at Danum Valley was either this 

species or Tiger Shrike L. tigrinus 

 

VIREONIDAE 

White-browed Shrike-babbler Pteruthius flaviscapis robinsoni e  

Three were seen on two dates at Kinabalu Park and another was in the Crocker Range 

 

White-bellied Erpornis Erpornis zantholeuca brunnescens e  

About 10 were seen at Danum Valley over two dates 

 

ORIOLIDAE 

Dark-throated Oriole Oriolus xanthonotus consobrinus NT e  

About five were seen at Danum Valley 

 

Black-and-crimson Oriole Oriolus cruentus vulneratus e  

Two showed well in the Crocker Range 

 

DICRURIDAE 

Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus stigmatops e  

Fairly common at the Timpohon Gate at Kinabalu Park where up to eight gathered, a couple more were seen 

lower down the mountain and at least four were in the Crocker Range 

  

Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus malayensis  

One was seen at Sukau 

 

Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus borneensis e  

A total of four were recorded at Kinabalu Park. Also known as Spangled Drongo though that name is now 

usually reserved for birds from east of the Wallace line which many (including IOC) regard as a separate species, 

D. bracteatus 

 

Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus brachyphorus e 

Two were seen quite briefly at Sepilok and another was at Sukau 

 



Mount Kinabalu & the Rainforests of Borneo Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     December 09 29 
 

RHIPDURIDAE 

White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis kinabalu e  

Up to 10 per day were seen and others heard at Kinabalu Park, another was in the Crocker Range  

 

Pied Fantail Rhipidura javanica longicauda  

A couple at Kota Belud were followed by several at Sepilok and Sukau, two at Danum Valley and about eight 

near Papar 

 

Spotted Fantail Rhipidura perlata  

Singles were seen three times at Danum Valley 

 

MONARCHIDAE 

Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea prophata  

Two were at Sukau and another at Danum Valley 

 

Asian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi borneensis e  

A male, presumably the same one, was seen on four occasions at Danum Valley 

 

CORVIDAE 

Crested Jay Platylophus galericulatus coronatus NT 

Two elusive birds gave some fleeting views at Danum Valley one afternoon; others were heard there and in the 

Crocker Range 

 

Black Magpie Platysmurus leucopterus aterrimus NT e 

Up to six were seen most days at Danum Valley. Myers (2009) lists this as a new endemic called Bornean Black 

Magpie P. aterrimus in the body of the text but not doesn’t mention it in the section on endemics in the 

introduction 

 

Short-tailed Magpie Cissa thalassina jeffreyi e  

Up to 20 were seen at Kinabalu Park; away from Borneo this spectacular and noisy species occurs only in 

western Java where it is rare 

 

Bornean Treepie Dendrocitta cinerascens E  

About 40 were seen at Kinabalu Park, others were heard there and in the Crocker Range  

 

Slender-billed Crow Corvus enca compilator  

Small numbers were recorded on eleven dates at Sepilok, Sukau and Danum Valley 

 

PYCNONOTIDAE 

 [Black-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus a. atriceps] 

One flew over calling at Danum Valley but views for the group were unsatisfactory (l/o) 
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Bornean Bulbul Pycnonotus montis E 

Four or five were seen in the Crocker Range; formerly considered a subspecies of the widespread and highly 

variable Black-crested Bulbul but now accepted as a species in its own right 

 

Flavescent Bulbul Pycnonotus flavescens leucops e 

One was at the Timpohon Gate at Kinabalu Park one morning. Myers (2009) and others treat this distinctive 

form as a Bornean endemic called Pale-faced Bulbul P. leucops  

 

Yellow-vented bulbul Pycnonotus goiavier gourdini e 

Common in disturbed habitats such as Kota Belud and Sepilok 

  

Olive-winged Bulbul Pycnonotus plumosus hutzi e  

Small numbers were identified at Sukau and Danum Valley; a number of unidentified dull Bulbuls were seen 

some of which will surely have been this common species 

 

Cream-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus s. simplex  

Singles were seen twice at Danum Valley 

 

Asian Red-eyed bulbul Pycnonotus b. brunneus 

A few were identified at Sepilok, Sukau and Danum Valley. Simply called Red-eyed Bulbul by Myers (2009) but 

there is an African species with the same name 

 

Spectacled Bulbul Pycnonotus erythropthalmos  

Fairly common, seen on six dates at Sukau, Gomantong Caves and Danum Valley after the first at Sepilok, heard 

on another four dates  

 

Finsch’s Bulbul Alophoixus finschii NT 

At least five were seen at Danum Valley on one date; a scarce bird anywhere 

 

Ochraceous Bulbul Alophoixus ochraceus ruficrissus e  

Up to four per day were seen at Kinabalu Park 

 

Grey-cheeked Bulbul Alophoixus bres gutturalis e  

A handful were seen at Danum Valley over three dates 

 

Yellow-bellied Bulbul Alophoixus phaeocephalus connectens e  

Ones and twos were seen on four occasions at Gomantong Caves and Danum Valley 

 

Hairy-backed Bulbul Tricholestes criniger viridis e  

Small groups were seen on four occasions at Danum Valley 
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Cinereous Bulbul Hemixos cinereus connectens e  

At least six were seen during our final morning in the Crocker Range. This species was formerly considered a 

race of the widespread Ashy Bulbul H. flavala, some authors suggest that birds from the Asian mainland should 

be returned to that species with Bornean connectens elevated to endemic species status, perhaps to be called 

Sociable Bulbul H. connectens. Myers (2009) erroneously lists Cinereous Bulbul H. cinereus (sic) as a Bornean 

endemic in the introduction but later describes the range beyond Borneo as Thai-Malay peninsular and Sumatra 

and specifies that connectens is an endemic subspecies 

 

HIRUNDINIDAE 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica gutturalis  

Locally common on wires near oil palm plantations with about 50 migrants on Pulau Tiga on the day of our 

arrival there. The literature indicates that only subspecies gutturalis occurs (presumably due to museum specimens 

being attributable to this race) but it seems highly likely that some birds belong to other races, e.g. tytleri or 

saturata  

 

Pacific Swallow Hirundo tahitica javanica 

Quite common and widespread, seen almost daily. Renamed House Swallow in Myers (2009) without 

explanation. Birds of the javanica group from the northern and western parts of the range (including Borneo) are 

sometimes split from the nominate group from the southwest Pacific with the latter being called House Swallow 

(among other things) but Myers retention of the specific name tahitica and reference to the ‘SW Pacific’ in the 

range indicates that her name change is not related to a taxonomic change 

 

Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris ssp. 

A couple of briefly seen large hirundines at Pulau Tiga were thought to be this species. The first Eurasian Crag 

Martin for Borneo was recorded at Pulau Tiga on this tour in 2008 

  

Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica ssp. 

Eight Cecropis Swallows at Pulau Tiga on 15/10 were considered to be this species due to their virtually 

unstreaked greyish-buff underparts (some, at least, had some fine streaking on the breast sides visible only at very 

close range). It was impossible to see the potentially diagnostic pale nuchal area due to viewing angles or distance 

on the few occasions when the upperparts were clearly visible, though this is a very ill-defined or absent feature 

on birds of the subspecies daurica, a race that is also characterised by showing faint breast streaking; our birds 

seem very likely to have been of this strongly migratory race that breeds in north Asia and winters commonly in 

southeast Asia. The literature is replete with warnings about the difficulty of separating Red-rumped and Striated 

Swallows C. striolata in the field but in fact this applies mainly to the problems posed by the japonica race of Red-

rumped which more closely resembles Striated. All races of the largely sedentary Striated (and japonica Red-

rumped) show much more prominent and extensive underpart streaking and all but one show a much whiter 

background colour below compared to our birds. The recently split (from striolata) Rufous-bellied Swallow C. 

badia of the Malay Peninsular (where sedentary) is relatively faintly streaked but, as its name suggests, richly 

rufous toned below, quite unlike our birds. There are no previous confirmed records of Red-rumped Swallows in 

Borneo though there are plenty of records of Cecropis sp. and only a couple of confirmed striolata records; it seems 

likely that many of the unidentified birds will have been of the more strongly migratory Red-rumped.  
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CETTIDAE 

Bornean Stubtail Urosphena whiteheadi E  

One showed very well and another much more briefly at Kinabalu Park; about seven more were heard, all on the 

same date as the birds were seen and presumably prompted into song by the end of a dry spell 

 

Sunda Bush-warbler Cettia vulcania oreophila e  

One or two were seen daily at Kinabalu Park where several more were heard 

 

Mountain Tailorbird Orthotomus cuculatus cinereicollis e  

Ones and twos were seen on six occasions at Kinabalu Park 

 

PHYLLOSCOPIDAE 

Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus b. borealis / xanthodryas  

A probable was seen briefly at Sepilok 

 

Mountain Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus trivirgatus kinabaluensis e  

Common at Kinabalu Park where over 10 per day were seen and more heard. Birds on Mt. Kinabalu show a 

striking range of plumage colours with some being distinctly green above and yellow below while others 

completely lack these colours and appear very grey by comparison, all appear to sing and call similarly however 

and birds of intermediate appearance also occur 

 

Yellow-breasted Warbler Seicercus m. montis e  

Up to eight per day were seen at Kinabalu Park 

 

MEGALURIDAE 

Striated Grassbird Megalurus palustris forbesi 

About eight were at Kota Belud with others along the road near Gomantong and at Papar. This is a recent 

colonist from the Philippines, first recorded in Sabah as recently as 1982 but now well established 

 

CISTICOLIDAE 

Yellow-bellied Prinia Prinia flaviventris latrunculus e  

One was at our hotel near Kinabalu Park, three at Kota Belud and one in the Crocker Range 

 

Dark-necked Tailorbird Orthotomus atrogularis humphreysi e  

One was at Sukau and a few more at Danum Valley 

 

Rufous-tailed Tailorbird Orthotomus s. sericeus  

A handful were seen at Sepilok, Sukau and Danum Valley 

 

Ashy Tailorbird Orthotomus ruficeps borneoensis e  

Common at Sepilok, Sukau and Danum Valley though more often heard than seen 
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TIMALIIDAE 

Temminck’s Babbler Pellorneum pyrrogenys canicapillus e  

One gave some reasonable views at Kinabalu Park one morning. The illustration of this species in Myers (2009) 

is actually an Abbot’s Babbler! 

 

Black-capped Babbler Pellorneum capistratum morrelli e  

Heard but not seen at Sepilok, a couple showed briefly but well at Sukau and others were heard at Danum Valley 

 

White-chested Babbler Trichastoma rostratum macropterum e  

Fairly common along the tributaries at Sukau where about 10 were seen with a couple more near the lodge there 

Ferruginous Babbler Trichastoma bicolour  

Regularly heard and occasionally seen at Danum Valley 

 

Horsfield’s Babbler Malacocincla sepiaria harterti e  

One or two were seen on a couple of occasions at Sukau and another was at Danum Valley 

 

Moustached Babbler Malacopteron magnirostre cinereocapilla e  

One or two were seen briefly at Danum Valley on our first morning there 

 

Sooty-capped Babbler Malacopteron affine phoeniceum e NT 

A couple were seen at Sukau, where others were heard, quite common and seen daily in small numbers at 

Danum Valley 

 

Scaly-crowned Babbler Malacopteron c. cinereum  

Ones and twos were regularly seen at Sukau and especially Danum Valley 

 

Rufous-crowned Babbler Malacopteron magnum saba NT e  

Singles were seen at Sukau and twice at Danum Valley 

 

Chestnut-backed Scimitar-babbler Pomatorhinus montanus bornensis e  

Three showed well one afternoon at Danum Valley and another was seen there a few days later 

 

[Bornean Wren-babbler Ptilocichla leucogrammica] VU E 

Heard but not seen on a couple of occasions at Danum Valley. Myers (2009) and others call this species Bornean 

Ground-babbler in recognition of the fact that it is not closely related to other Wren-babblers 

 

Striped Wren-babbler Kenopia striata NT 

One was seen during our first morning walk at Danum Valley 

 

Black-throated Wren-babbler Napothera atrigularis NT E 

Three played typically hard to get at Danum Valley one afternoon but most people present eventually had 

reasonable views 
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Mountain Wren-babbler Napothera crassa E  

Three or four were seen during our first evening at Kinabalu Park and another was briefly seen at the Timpohon 

Gate next day 

 

Grey-throated Babbler Stachyris nigriceps borneensis e  

Fairly common at Kinabalu Park where small groups were seen each day 

 

Grey-headed Babbler Stachyris poliocephala NT 

One was seen briefly during our first morning walk at Danum Valley 

 

Black-throated Babbler Stachyris nigricollis NT 

One was seen briefly at Sukau where a couple more were heard, also heard distantly at Gomantong Caves 

 

Chestnut-rumped Babbler Stachyris m. maculata NT 

Two were seen at Sukau and a couple more were at Danum Valley where others were heard  

 

Chestnut-winged Babbler Stachyris erythroptera bicolor e 

Heard but not seen at Sepilok, small numbers were seen most days at Sukau and Danum Valley where many 

more were heard  

 

Bold-Striped Tit-babbler Macronus b. bornensis / montanus e  

Heard but not seen behind our hotel near Kinabalu Park and at Sepilok before a handful were finally seen at 

Sukau and Danum Valley where many more were heard. Formerly considered a subspecies of Striped Tit-babbler 

M. gularis (with Pin-striped Tit-babbler the new name for birds elsewhere); Bold-striped is largely confined to 

Borneo and western Java 

 

Fluffy-backed Tit-babbler Macronous ptilosus reclusus NT e  

Two showed well and a few more were heard at Danum Valley 

 

Sunda Laughingthrush Garrulax palliatus schistochlamys e  

Small numbers were seen daily at Kinabalu Park 

 

Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrush Garrulax t. treacheri E  

Common at Kinabalu Park where dozens were seen each day, a few more were in the Crocker Range. Formerly 

considered a subspecies of Chestnut-capped Laughingthrush G. mitratus 

 

Brown Fulvetta Alcippe brunneicauda NT 

Up to four were seen on two dates at Danum Valley 

 

Chestnut-crested Yuhina Yuhina everetti E  

Small groups were occasionally seen at Kinabalu Park with about 60 in the Crocker Range in two large flocks 
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ZOSTEROPIDAE 

Black-capped White-eye Zosterops a. atricapilla  

Groups of up to six were occasionally seen at Kinabalu Park, often at the Liwagu Restaurant; a few more were in 

the Crocker Range 

 

Mountain Black-eye Chlorocharis emiliae E  

On our third attempt we finally managed to locate three or four at the Timpohon Gate at Kinabalu Park; more 

unusually, four were at the very low elevation of 1400m at Gunung Emas in the Crocker Range 

  

IRENIDAE 

Asian Fairy Bluebird Irena puella crinigera 

A total of about 20 were seen over three dates at Danum Valley  

 

SITTIDAE 

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis corallipes e 

One showed briefly at Sepilok and a couple more were at Danum Valley 

  

STURNIDAE 

Asian Glossy Starling Aplonis panayensis eustathis e 

Fairly common in disturbed habitats and urban contexts with good numbers also on Pulau Tiga; Myers (2009) 

regards all Bornean birds as belonging to the widespread subspecies strigata 

 

Common Hill Myna Gracula r. religiosa  

Eight were seen together at Sepilok where others were heard and a few more were at both Sukau and Danum 

Valley 

 

[Crested Myna Acridotheres c. cristatellus] (I) 

Small numbers were at Sepilok 

 

TURDIDAE 

Bornean Whistling Thrush Myophonus borneensis E  

Up to six per day (more normally one or two) were at mainly higher elevations at Kinabalu Park. Formerly 

included in Sunda Whistling Thrush M. glaucinus but now split as a Bornean endemic; placed in Muscicapidae by 

Myers (2009) 

 

White-browed Shortwing Brachypteryx montana erythrogyna e  

Two were seen quite briefly and several more were heard at Kinabalu Park; placed in Muscicapidae by Myers 

(2009) 

  

MUSCICAPIDAE 

Siberian Blue Robin Luscinia cyane bochaiensis  

One was seen along the Viewpoint Trail at Danum Valley 
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Oriental Magpie-robin Copsychus saularis adamsi e  

Common in disturbed habitats. The black-bellied races, adamsi and pluto, from eastern Borneo are a potential split 

from white-bellied birds from west Borneo and elsewhere but more work is required to clarify exactly what is 

happening where the different forms come into contact 

 

White-crowned Shama Copsychus s. stricklandii E 

One was seen and a few more heard at Sepilok with several more seen and heard at both Sukau and Danum 

Valley,  

 

Rufous-tailed Shama Trichixos pyrropyga NT 

A total of three were seen at Danum Valley 

 

White-crowned Forktail Enicurus leschenaulti frontalis / borneensis e  

One or two were seen on six occasions at Kinabalu Park (subspecies borneensis - split by Myers (2009) and 

others as the endemic Bornean Forktail E. borneensis). Four, including one obliging individual, of the lowland race 

frontalis (retained in White-crowned in the event of a split) were found at Danum Valley though only one showed 

well. IOC currently list Bornean Forktail as a proposed split but seem likely to accept it in future 

 

Eye-browed Jungle Flycatcher Rhinomyias gularis E 

One at the Liwagu Restaurant showed to all and one person saw another six during a lunchtime stroll along the 

Silau Silau Trail at Kinabalu Park 

 

[Dark-sided Flycatcher Muscicapa s. sibirica] 

A couple of very long-winged and streaky breasted Flycatchers were seen at Danum Valley but views were poor; 

they were probably, but not definitely, this species 

 

Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa d. dauurica / umbrosa e 

One was seen on two dates at the Timpohon Gate at Kinabalu Park and a few were at Danum Valley; a probable 

(a hard to identify juvenile) was seen briefly on Pulau Tiga. Several short-winged Flycatchers that resembled this 

species but showed distinct streaking on the sides of the breast were seen at Danum Valley, similar birds are seen 

there regularly but their identity is a mystery to me as the only streak-breasted subspecies of Asian Brown 

(members of the williamsoni group that are sometimes split as Brown-streaked Flycatcher) are only scarce 

migrants to Borneo whereas the birds at Danum Valley seem likely to be breeding there (and have been seen in 

the company of fresh juveniles).. 

 

Snowy-browed Flycatcher Ficedula hyperythra sumatrana  

A total of six were seen at Kinabalu Park 

 

Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula w. westermanni  

Ones and twos were seen daily at Kinabalu Park, a couple more were in the Crocker Range 

 

Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias thalassina thalassoides 

One was seen near the Jacuzzi Pool at Danum Valley (n/l) 
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Indigo Flycatcher Eumyias indigo cerviniventris e  

Up to six per day were seen at Kinabalu Park 

 

Pale Blue-Flycatcher Cyornis unicolor harterti  

One posed for the scope at Danum Valley 

 

Bornean Blue-Flycatcher Cyornis superbus E  

One was seen on the Tekala Trail at Danum Valley 

 

Malaysian Blue Flycatcher Cyornis t. turcosus NT e  

Small numbers were along the tributaries at Sukau and a pair were at Danum Valley 

 

Mangrove Blue Flycatcher Cyornis r. rufigastra  

One was seen on Pulau Tiga (n/l) 

 

CHLOROPSEIDAE 

Greater Green Leafbird Chloropsis sonnerati zosterops  

One was seen at Gomantong Caves and small numbers were seen on three dates at Danum Valley 

 

Lesser Green Leafbird Chloropsis c. cyanopogon NT 

About six were at Sepilok, two at Sukau and small numbers daily at Danum Valley 

 

Bornean Leafbird Chloropsis kinabaluensis E 

Up to five were seen in the Crocker Range. Formerly considered a subspecies of the widespread Blue-winged 

Leafbird C. cochinchensis  

 

DICAEIDAE 

Yellow-breasted Flowerpecker Prionochilus m. maculatus  

Ones and twos were seen on three dates at Danum Valley 

 

Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker Prionochilus xanthopygius E 

Two at Sukau were followed by regular encounters at Danum Valley were at least a couple were seen in five 

dates 

 

Orange-bellied Flowerpecker Dicaeum trigonostigma dayakanum e 

A couple were at Sepilok and ones and twos were seen on five dates at Danum Valley 

 

Black-sided Flowerpecker Dicaeum monticolum E 

Ones and twos showed well at Kinabalu Park on several occasions with others seen more fleetingly there and in 

the Crocker Range 

 

Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Dicaeum cruentatum nigrimentum e  

At least two were seen at Sepilok on successive days and one was at Sukau 
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NECTARINIIDAE 

Ruby-cheeked Sunbird Chalcoparia singalensis borneana e  

Rather surprisingly a couple at Danum Valley were the only ones seen 

 

Plain Sunbird Anthreptes simplex 

Up to six per day were found at Danum Valley 

 

Brown-throated Sunbird Anthreptes malacensis bornensis e  

Several were at Sepilok and Pulau Tiga with a few more in disturbed habitats elsewhere 

 

Red-throated Sunbird Anthreptes rhodolaema NT 

A total of three or four were found at Danum Valley 

Purple-naped Sunbird Hypogramma h. hypogrammicum  

One was at Sukau and about eight at Danum Valley 

 

Copper-throated Sunbird Leptocoma calcostetha 

One was seen on successive mornings at Sepilok 

 

Olive-backed Sunbird Cinnyris jugularis ornatus  

A few were seen around our hotel at Kinabalu Park with several more at Kota Belud, Sepilok and on Pulau Tiga 

 

Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga s. siparaja  

Ones and twos were seen on a couple of occasions at Sepilok and another was at Danum Valley 

 

Temminck’s Sunbird Aethopyga temminckii  

Fairly common at Kinabalu Park where up to six per day were seen and several more heard; a few more were in 

the Crocker Range 

 

Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostra buettikoferi e 

Several were seen at Sepilok, Sukau and especially Danum Valley, recorded on eleven dates 

 

Long-billed Spiderhunter Arachnothera r. robusta  

Singles were seen at Sepilok and Danum Valley 

 

Spectacled Spiderhunter Arachnothera flavigaster  

One was seen at Danum Valley 

 

Yellow-eared Spiderhunter Arachnothera chrysogenys harrissoni e 

Up to four were at Danum Valley on two dates 
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Streaky-breasted Spiderhunter Arachnothera affinis everetti e  

One was at Danum Valley and two fleeting birds in the Crocker Range. Birds of the subspecies everetti were 

formerly regarded as an endemic species called Bornean Spiderhunter A. everetti but are now considered the 

same species as birds on Java and Bali. There has historically been much confusion over the identification of 

grey-bellied Spiderhunters in Sabah but the current thinking (based on museum specimens and molecular 

studies) is that all are A. a. everetti, though some, perhaps most, actually look more like Grey-breasted 

Spiderhunter A. modesta and lack the extensive belly streaking of typical everetti 

 

[Whitehead’s Spiderhunter Arachnothera juliae] E 

Heard but rather frustratingly not seen at Kinabalu Park on three dates; a possible was seen in flight at the 

Crocker Range 

  

PASSERIDAE 

 [Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus malaccensis] (I) 

Quite common in disturbed habitats throughout though not present on Pulau Tiga 

 

ESTRILLIDAE 

Dusky Munia Lonchura fuscans E 

After the first couple at Kota Belud several more were found at all sites visited except Pulau Tiga; occurs on one 

small island that is technically part of the Philippines but is essentially a Bornean endemic 

 

Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata cabanisi  

About 20 were at Kota Belud with a few more near Papar; a recent colonist from the Philippines   

 

Chestnut Munia Lonchura atricapilla jagori, obscura e  

Abundant at Kota Belud with many more at Sepilok and near Papar 

 

MOTACILLIDAE 

Eastern Yellow Wagtail Motacilla tschutschensis ssp 

About 30 were at Kota Belud with a couple more near Papar. East Asian birds are now generally accepted to be a 

different species to those found from Central Asia westwards; the races occurring in Borneo are believed to be 

mainly simillima (often synonymised with nominate tschutschensis) and the relatively scarcer taivana  

 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea robusta 

Up to five per day were at Kinabalu Park with two at Danum Valley and a couple in the Crocker Range. Myers 

(2009) lists Bornean birds as subspecies cinerea, presumably regarding the subtle races robusta and melanope better 

merged with the nominate race 

 

Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus malayensis / lugubris 

About eight were at Lahad Datu airport. Myers (2009) considers Bornean birds to belong to the subspecies 

malayensis but this species is often believed to be a possibly recent colonist from the Philippines where birds are 

generally regarded as subspecies lugubris 
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Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus 

One was twice on Pulau Tiga 

 

EMBERIZIDAE 

Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla 

One seen on successive days on Pulau Tiga was the third record for Borneo 

 

[Red-headed Bunting Emberiza bruniceps or Black-headed Bunting E. melanocephala] 

A bunting watched at close range over two days on Pulau Tiga perhaps defies certain identification but enquiries 

are continuing. The relatively unworn plumage indicates the it was a first-winter individual and birds of that age 

are usually indistinguishable. The relatively heavily streaked crown is arguably more suggestive of Black-headed 

Bunting but the presence of a distinct olive-green tone on the rump is more suggestive (but not quite diagnostic) 

of Red-headed. There are previous records of Black-headed Bunting from Pulau Tiga though both species seem 

equally unlikely to occur given that neither usually occurs further east than NW India. 

 

MAMMALS 

Species order, taxonomy and nomenclature follow Payne and Francis (2005) A Field Guide to the Mammals of 

Borneo  

 

Moonrat Echinosorex gymnurus albus 

One was seen during a night drive at Danum Valley 

 

Mountain Treeshrew Tupaia montana baluensis 

At least most of the 20 or so Treeshrews seen at Kinabalu Park were thought to be this species 

 

Smooth-tailed Treeshrew Dendrogale melanura baluensis 

A single Treeshrew with a noticeably skinny tail at Kinabalu Park was identified as this species 

 

Colugo Cynocephalus variegatus natunae 

Two were seen during one night drive at Danum Valley and another the following night 

 

Wrinkle-lipped Bat Tadarida p. plicata  

Hundreds of thousands (or more) left Gomantong Caves in the evening 

 

[Bat species] 

Bats of various sizes were seen at most sites. At Sukau a Horseshoe Bat species was seen regularly feeding along 

the boardwalk in daylight was photographed and appeared closest to Bornean Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus 

borneensis but in-hand examination is required to be certain 

 

Slow Loris Nycticebus coucang borneanus 

One in the distance at Danum Valley during a night drive was identified by virtue of its reddish eye-shine but 

little else was visible 
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Maroon Langur Presbytis r. rubicunda  

Troops of up to 10 were seen every day at Danum Valley  

 

Silvered Langur Presbytis cristata ultima 

Groups of eight and two were seen at Sukau 

 

Proboscis Monkey Nasalis larvatus 

Common in the mangroves at and around Sukau, up to 200 were seen during our various cruises there 

 

Long-tailed Macaque Macaca f. fascicularis  

Small numbers were seen most days after the first at Sepilok, particularly common on Pulau Tiga  

 

Pig-tailed Macaque Macaca n. nemestrina 

Small numbers were recorded at Sepilok (where fairly common at the feeding platform), Sukau, Danum Valley 

and in the Crocker Range 

 

Bornean Gibbon Hylobates muelleri funereus 

One was seen as we were departing by boat from our lodge at Sukau and another was seen at Danum Valley; 

many more were heard whooping at Sepilok, Sukau and Danum Valley 

 

Bornean Orang-utan Pongo pygmaeus ssp. 

Up to nine semi-wild individuals came for handouts of fruit and milk during our three visits to the rehabilitation 

centre at Sepilok. Truly wild Orang-utans were seen during the journey from Sandakan to Sukau (four), at 

Gomantong Caves and Sukau (two) and at Danum Valley (seven or eight). At Danum Valley we saw as many as 

seven different individuals between us on one date alone, most spectacular was a full adult male (known as King 

by the local guides) that was seen along the road on two dates and in a fruiting tree right next to some of our 

rooms on the final afternoon and following morning. Sumatran Orang-utans are often now recognised as a 

separate species Pongo abelii 

 

Giant Squirrel Ratufa affinis sandakanensis 

One was at Kinabalu Park and another at Sepilok 

 

Prevost's Squirrel Callosciurus prevosti pluto 

The common Squirrel species throughout the lowlands but absent from Pulau Tiga 

 

Kinabalu Squirrel Callosciurus baluensis 

One was seen at Kinabalu Park 

 

Plantain Squirrel Callosciurus notatus dilutus 

Several were at Sepilok and Pulau Tiga 

 

Ear-spot Squirrel Callosciurus adamsi 

Three or four were identified at Kinabalu Park 
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Bornean Black-banded Squirrel Callosciurus orestes venetus 

Ones and twos were seen daily at Kinabalu Park 

 

[Low’s Squirrel Sundasciurus l. lowii] 

Squirrel’s thought likely to be this species were recorded twice at Kinabalu Park, they actually looked a little more 

like illustrations of Slender Squirrel S. tenuis but that species is supposed to occur mainly beyond Sabah only 

 

Jentinck’s Squirrel Sundasciurus j. jentincki 

Singles were seen on four dates at Kinabalu Park 

 

Plain Pygmy Squirrel Exilisciurus e. exilis 

Quite common in lowland forests where about 30 were noted at Sukau and Danum Valley after the first at 

Sepilok 

 

Whitehead's Pygmy Squirrel Exilisciurus whiteheadi 

A total of four were seen at Kinabalu Park 

 

Thomas's Flying Squirrel Aeronys thomasi 

One or two were seen during all five night drives at Danum Valley 

 

Red Giant Flying Squirrel Petaurista petaurista rajah / nigricens 

One showed well when emerging from its roost hole at Sepilok and a couple more were recorded during night 

drives at Danum Valley 

 

[Norway Rat Rattus norvegicus] (I) 

A couple were seen in Kota Kinabalu 

 

Yellow-throated Martin Martes flavigula saba 

Two ran across the road during our final morning walk at Danum Valley 

 

Common Palm Civet Paradoxorus hermaphroditus sabanus 

One was seen during a night drive at Danum Valley 

 

Masked Palm Civet Paguma larvata 

Two were seen near the lodge at Danum Valley one evening 

 

Binturong Arctitis binturong penicillata 

One ran across the road in front of the bus as we were travelling from Danum Valley to Lahad Datu 

 

Leopard Cat Felis bengalensis borneoensis  

One was seen during the night cruise at Sukau and another during a night drive at Danum Valley 
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[Bornean Pygmy Elephant Elephus (maximus) borneensis] 

Although we didn’t see any there was ample evidence of their presence along the road between Danum Valley 

and Lahad Datu 

 

Bearded Pig Sus b. barbatus 

At least one individual was occasionally at our lodge at Danum Valley 

 

Lesser Mouse Deer Tragulus javanicus klossi 

Singles were seen twice at Danum Valley 

 

Bornean Yellow Muntjac Muntiacus atherodes 

One was seen at Sepilok 

 

Sambar Deer Cervus unicolor brookei 

Up to 10 were seen most days at Danum Valley 

 

SELECTED OTHER FAUNA: 

Reptiles were represented by a few Saltwater Crocodiles at Sukau and several Water Monitors there, at Sepilok 

and especially on Pulau Tiga; Snakes identified included Wagler’s Pit Viper and Mangrove Snake while a selection 

of Lizards included a Flying Lizard and a few Green-crested Lizards; a Giant Gecko at Sukau was notable. The 

only amphibians identified were File-eared Frog at Danum Valley though Tree frogs were heard in most forested 

areas. Insects were often notable with Birdwing Butterflies quite common and a Rajah Brook’s Birdwing seen 

well at Kinabalu Park. An immense Stick Insect was at Kinabalu Park and an even more immense Cricket-like 

insect at Danum Valley where a wide selection of bugs were attracted to the lights of the lodge. Chinese Lantern 

Bugs were seen at Kinabalu Park on a few occasions. A large Tarantula was noted on several night drives at 

Danum Valle and a Scorpion was also seen there. Small numbers of Brown Leeches and larger numbers of Tiger 

Leeches were at Danum Valley in particular.  

 


