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Tour Leaders:   Terry Reis  Naturetrek  

    Osman Assan  Local Guide 

 

Participants:   Jonas Christiansen 

    Brian Davies 

    Diana Davies 

    Gail Marsden 

    Garry Rowe 

    Sue Wild 

    Bill Wild 

    Stephen Woodham 

Day 1 Friday 19th September 

Outbound to Kuala Lumpur 

Six participants travelled from London, departing from Heathrow on a mid-day Malaysian Airlines flight to 

Kuala Lumpur, a journey of about 12 hours. 

Day 2 Saturday 20th September 

Outbound to Kuala Lumpur and onward to Kota Kinabalu 

Weather: Hot and humid, with rain during the drive to Kinabalu National Park, then fine 

All participants travelled from Kuala Lumpur, with Brian and Diana on a different flight. Everyone arrived in 

Kota Kinabalu, the capital of the Malaysian province of Sabah, by 12.30 (local time). Osman and I were waiting 

outside the baggage hall. We travelled by minibus to the main gate to Kinabalu (National) Park, a journey of 

about two hours. The rain during our ascent cleared sufficiently that we walked part of the bitumen road in the 

park, to get acquainted with some montane bird species. Almost immediately we found a mixed species flock of 

at least eight species, including Bornean endemics; Black-sided Flowerpecker, Bornean Whistler and Chestnut-

hooded Laughingthrush. Indigo and Little Pied Flycatchers and the stunning Grey-chinned Minivet were also 

seen. After this brief but highly enjoyable session we travelled onto Kinabalu Pine Resort, a further seven km 

past the park entrance, and our home for five nights. During dinner, Osman explained our plans for tomorrow 

morning and I provided some general information on logistics, health, safety and comfort for the trip in its 

entirety. 

Day 3 Sunday 21st September 

Kinabalu Park Headquarters 

Weather: Cool and clear skies in the early morning, clouded over by lunchtime though fine. Rain 

and mist from mid-afternoon 

We left at 5.30 to resume our exploration of Kinabalu Park, arriving at the Timpohon Gate (1,866 metres; 6,122 

feet a.s.l.) at dawn. This is the point from which most walkers start the main trail up Gunung (Mount) Kinabalu. 

At the actual gate we saw our first mammal, the endemic Mountain Treeshrew. It gave very good, if somewhat 

unseemly, views as it foraged out of a discarded food wrapper on the road! Birds seen at the gate included 
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Golden-naped Barbet, Bornean Treepie and Sunda and Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrushes. As we walked back 

down the road towards the park entrance we had close views of Bornean Black-banded Squirrels, which were 

scavenging from rubbish bins!! We had good views of a perched pair of Mountain Imperial-Pigeon and mediocre 

views of four Little Cuckoo-Doves. Call playback was used to entice out a calling Sunda Bush-Warbler and then 

we had excellent views of the stunning, and very noisy, Short-tailed Green Magpie. Garry commented that it 

looked as though a child had painted it. Osman pointed up Bornean Swiftlets nesting on a small rock face by the 

road. But the highlight for some people was the tiny Whitehead’s Pygmy Squirrel that came down low to show 

off its wispy ear tufts. 

 

We returned to Kinabalu Pine Resort for breakfast and, after a short break, went back to the national park. This 

time we walked a number of forest trails, beginning and ending with the Silau Silau Trail, which brought us out 

along a stream and provided some with a pair of Bornean Forktails. We saw our first Giant Squirrel and two 

mixed species flocks gave us views of Maroon Woodpecker, White-browed Shrike-babbler, Black-and-crimson 

Oriole and Sunda Cuckooshrike, among others. Once back on the sealed road we wandered slowly along for 

another half hour and completed Borneo’s laughing thrushes with a flock of all three species, including our first 

Bare-headed Laughingthrush. An Ochraceous Bulbul and a pair of Crested Jays were also present.  

 

We then drove out of the park to the Fairy Garden Restaurant for lunch. We had good views of a pair of Ear-

spot Squirrels in the exotic pine trees just outside and of nesting Glossy Swiftlet on the restaurant walls. A good 

selection of moths was gathered around the restaurant entrance, providing photo opportunities to the more 

entomologically minded. Our post-lunch field trip to Kinabalu Park was finally abandoned after we sat in a café 

waiting in vain for the rain to stop and the fog to lift… 

Day 4 Monday 22nd September 

Kinabalu Park Headquarters 

Weather: Cool in early morning then warm and fine. Clouded over during mid-morning and heavy 

rain from 14.30 

Again we started early, leaving the resort at 5.25am and arriving at Kinabalu Park at first light. Initially we walked 

along the road looking for foraging thrushes and flycatchers. We saw Eyebrowed Jungle Flycatcher, which kept 

landing on the road, but the poor light gave only limited views. We then drove up to the Bukit Ular Trail and set 

off in search of Bornean Stubtail and partridges. Of the latter we heard both Red-breasted and Crimson-headed 

during the morning, without any sightings. We did have success with the stubtail, with call playback bringing one 

in close for excellent views. We also encountered a black and red trilobite beetle, a female as they retain a larval 

form into adulthood, unlike males, which appear as ordinary beetles. We emerged from the forest at the power 

station and as Osman played the call of the White-browed Shortwing a Malay Weasel briefly popped into view, 

though only Garry and Osman saw the animal. We all moved to the adjacent Timpohon Gate, where the weasel 

reappeared, to the delight of those of us who saw the animal during its short performance. We birded for a while 

around the gate, with a few people catching up with Pale-faced Bulbul, and with our first view of the stunning 

Temminck’s Sunbird.  

 

As we strolled back down the road a Golden-naped Barbet gave excellent viewing and photo opportunities and 

we added the comparatively distinctive Jentink’s Squirrel to our already impressive squirrel list. We then returned 
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to the resort for breakfast. At Osman’s suggestion we brought a packed lunch back to the park with us post-

breakfast. This was intended to avoid yesterday’s lost field time due to afternoon rain. We wandered into the 

forest along the Bukit Tupai Trail, with Osman trying his best to call in a Whitehead’s Broadbill. Although not 

successful we did see a pair of Whitehead’s Trogons, which we chased for some time until everybody saw these 

stunning birds. We continued onto the Silau Silau Trail and saw a pair of Checker-throated Woodpeckers and 

Hair-crested Drongo among a mixed species flock. Traversing this trail enabled a few of us who had missed the 

Bornean Forktail yesterday to see the pair in their territory along the stream. 

 

We went back to Timpohon Gate to eat our lunch, arriving to find other park visitors feeding Bornean Black-

banded Squirrels. After lunch we decided to split the group into two with Osman taking Bill, Sue, Steve and 

Jonas back along the Bukit Ular Trail and the remainder of us walking back along the road. A feeding flock 

passed through just before we departed and provided views of a male Temminck’s Sunbird for those who missed 

him earlier. Along the road we encountered a large and very cooperative mixed species flock including Indigo 

Flycatcher, Golden-naped Barbet, Yellow-breasted Warbler, Sunda Bush-Warbler and Bornean Whistler. Later 

Garry got to see his first Sunda Cuckooshrike, having missed out yesterday. During the walk the weather closed 

in and the rain started. We took shelter in the parked minibus. After a while, the others emerged from their trail 

and joined us. They had been rewarded with a Mountain Wren-Babbler for their efforts. Due to the weather we 

returned to the resort.  

 

  
Trilobite beetle, Kinabalu Park Bornean Black-banded Squirrel, Kinabalu Park 

Despite rain at the resort during the afternoon Osman advised us that it wasn’t raining in the park. So at 18.15 

Gail, Jonas, Steve, Sue, Bill and I were driven back to the park where a staff member, Paul, who studies frogs, 

met us. He took us spotlighting along the Silau Silau Trail. We (mostly Paul) found eight species of frog 

belonging to five families as well as a variety of invertebrates including three phasmids (stick insects). We 

returned to the resort at 20.30 for dinner. 

Day 5 Tuesday 23rd September 

Poring Hot Springs,   Weather: Hot and humid, mostly clear skies.  

We breakfasted at 7.00 and indulged in some pre- and post-breakfast birding at the resort. Garry spotted a 

White-breasted Waterhen and Plaintive Cuckoo in the area beyond the resort walls, obtaining telescope views of 

the latter. We all saw Oriental Magpie-Robin in the resort grounds before driving down to Poring Hot Springs, a 

lowlands section of Kinabalu Park. A White-fronted Falconet en route perched quite low in a roadside dead tree, 

allowing excellent telescope views. Once at Poring we quickly found a very obliging White-crowned Shama and 
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our first Lantern Bug. On our way to the canopy walkway we found a Chestnut-capped Thrush, which both 

Osman and I initially, and embarrassingly, misidentified due to obscured views. After some directions to the 

bird’s location we all finally saw this excellent bird. Birding from the actual canopy walk was not particularly 

productive but we did see three Chestnut-crested Yuhina and Black-and-yellow and Banded Broadbills either 

side of the walkway. A dawdle in a clearing gave us a pair of Greater Green Leafbirds, Orange-bellied 

Flowerpecker and Plain Pygmy Squirrel. A Prevost’s Squirrel on the trail added to our ever-burgeoning squirrel 

list and another Giant Squirrel, providing much better views that in Kinabalu Park, offered striking contrast to 

the diminutive pygmy squirrel. We saw our second snake, a very small individual with a bright red under-tail that 

it displayed when I pinned it to the ground, almost certainly a Jewelled Kukri Snake.  

 

After our packed lunch we split into two groups. We had advice of Hose’s Broadbill and White-crowned 

Hornbill near Lupa Masa Jungle Camp, a 40 minute walk from Poring. Garry, Gail, Brian and Diana and I went 

on this unscheduled walk with a local guide, paying 25 Ringgit each. We found the fruiting tree and saw Scaly-

breasted, Puff-backed, Grey-cheeked and Black-headed Bulbuls and Asian Fairy-bluebird. Garry had views of 

Whitehead’s Broadbill, known occasionally from Poring Hot Springs, rather than our target species. Upon our 

return to Poring we saw our first Draco, a ‘flying lizard’. This is one of Borneo’s so-called ‘flying’ animals, which 

invariably glide rather than fly. The others meanwhile had gone to photograph a Rafflesia keithii, fenced off in 

Poring Hot Springs. They also saw, and photographed, Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher and Bornean Angle-headed 

Dragon. 

 

Jonas, Steve and I went on an unscheduled spotlighting walk with Michael, the Scottish manager of the jungle 

camp, at a cost of 200 Ringgit in total, while the others returned to the resort. We spotlighted from 18.00 until 

22.30. We saw a sleeping male Scarlet-rumped Trogon and Great Angle-headed Dragon, the latter typically above 

a rocky stream, and at least 14 species of frogs including the remarkable Bornean Horned Frog, the improbably 

named Hole-in-the-head Frog, Rock Skipper and the beautiful Spotted Stream Frog. As we walked out of the 

camp we saw Brown Wood Owl and Yoshi’s Slender-toed Gecko.  

 

  
Montane Litter Frog, Kinabalu Park Rafflesia keithii, Poring Hot Springs 
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Day 6 Wednesday 24th September 

Mesilau, Poring Hot Springs, Kinabalu Park headquarters 

Weather: Fine day at first with some cloud in late afternoon. Some rain during dinner 

After a 7.00 breakfast we visited Mesilau, another section of Kinabalu Park, at about 2,000 metres above sea 

level. We started well, with a pair of Mountain Black-eyes and a Mountain Tree Shrew at the first buildings. 

Persistent call playback by Osman as we traversed a forest trail gave us very close and lengthy views of Mountain 

Wren-Babbler, which was good for those who missed the species on Bukit Ular Trail. Before setting off for the 

pitcher plant (Nepenthes) trail we stopped to watch a Kinabalu Squirrel, with a Bornean Mountain Ground 

Squirrel appearing briefly for some in the foreground. Three White-browed Shortwings, a pair of adults and a 

juvenile, showed nicely as well. We saw and photographed Nepenthes rajah & N. burbidgeae among a very different 

flora community once we crossed the suspension bridge and continued our ascent. A pair of Ruddy Cuckoo-

Dove teased some of us with difficult views as we descended. 

 

Meanwhile, Brian and Diana had walked down the road to the Mount Kinabalu Golf Club where they hired a 

buggy and drove around the course as a novel alternative to another forest walk. We lunched at Mesilau and then 

we split up with Osman, Steve, Jonas, Bill and Sue going to Kinabalu Park headquarters and the rest of us 

returning to Poring Hot Springs to see the flowering Rafflesia keithii. While at Poring we saw another Plain Pygmy 

Squirrel, Crimson Sunbird, a distant Rufous-bellied Hawk-Eagle and a Golden-whiskered Barbet eating a mantid. 

The barbet gave truly remarkable views in the car park, flying down into the open at not much more than head 

height to capture its prey. Those with Osman saw Snowy-browed Flycatcher and an assortment of typical species 

already seen at park headquarters. 

Day 7 Thursday 25th September 

Gunung Kinabalu to Sepilok 

Weather: Cloudy over Gunung Kinabalu but generally sunny or light cloud throughout 

We departed Kinabalu Pines Resort at 8.00 after breakfast but not before Garry, Gail and I watched a flock of 

Pygmy White-eyes in a tree right next to our shared balcony. It was a four and a half hour drive to Sepilok, 

including a couple of shopping and comfort breaks. We went straight to the café at the Sepilok Orangutan 

Rehabilitation Centre (SORC) and, after a light lunch, went and dropped off our bags at Sepilok Nature Resort, 

our accommodation for two nights and only a five minute walk away. We then returned to SORC for the 15.00 

feeding. Two Bornean Orangutans arrived at the feeding platform before any fresh food was brought but neither 

animal lingered. After the SORC staff member replenished the supply of fruit Mimi and her tiny six day old baby 

arrived. Another adult quickly joined them. 

 

From the viewing platform we saw Prevost’s and Plantain Squirrels and a Slender or Lesser Treeshrew, two very 

similar species distinguished positively only by hindfoot or skull measurements. It didn’t cooperate in this regard. 

The platform can be very good for birds and we saw Black-and-red Broadbill, Chestnut-breasted Malkoha, 

Brown Barbet, Blue-throated Bee-eater, White-bellied Sea-Eagle and a pair of Black Hornbills, among others. A 

female Cinnamon-rumped Trogon perched briefly on one of the ropes in plain view and some of us spent some 

time discussing the identity of a possible female Bar-bellied Cuckooshrike high above.  
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As we walked out along the boardwalk we saw a Colugo clinging to a vertical tree trunk. The Colugo is an 

exceptionally strange animal, with only one close relative, the Philippine Colugo, the two species making up their 

own Order, Dermoptera. 

 

Most of us went spotlighting at SORC, starting at 18.00. We walked the boardwalk to and from the orangutan 

viewing platform, with quite a few other people also present, though with other guides. Firstly we had two pit-

vipers. One was a large female Bornean Keeled Pit Viper. The other was much smaller, possibly a male of the 

same species. There is significant sexual dimorphism in this species, with the female growing to a much large size 

and having a different pattern. We then saw a Western Tarsier - undoubtedly one of the major stars of our tour! 

The animal cooperated superbly, typically clinging to a vertical stem, allowing excellent photographic 

opportunities. This species has the largest eyes in proportion to body size of any mammal but appeared 

completely at ease with all the lights and camera flashes. We also saw a sleeping Draco at eye height, allowing 

close scrutiny, although the patagium, with which it glides, wasn’t really visible. Then our first Red Giant Flying 

Squirrel was seen scaling a tree as we made our way out. We also saw a variety of invertebrates, including a 

number of phasmids, though none of any great size… 

Day 8 Friday 26th September 

Sepilok 

Weather: Dry and some blue sky. Rainy spells in the evening 

We left the resort at 5.30 and drove for about 10 minutes to the Rainforest Discovery Centre, where an extensive 

canopy walkway and series of towers provide views over an area of remnant emergent rainforest trees with a 

dense layer of secondary growth as understorey. There is also a series of trails, some paved, some with gravel and 

other less well-formed dirt tracks through forest. Our visit coincided with the Borneo Bird Fair and Bird Race, 

so the place was unusually busy. Highlights of the morning included Wallace’s Hawk-Eagle, White-bellied 

Woodpecker, Black Hornbill, Black-capped Babbler, Dark-throated Oriole, Red-billed Malkoha, Purple-naped 

Sunbird, Buff-rumped Woodpecker, Black-and-red Broadbill and a calling Barred Eagle Owl. We returned to the 

resort for breakfast at 9.00. 

 

After breakfast we split into two groups with Osman taking Bill, Sue, Jonas and Steve to SORC and the rest of 

us returning to the Rainforest Discovery Centre. We spent all our time at the very end of the walkway and had 

some excellent birding with very high levels of activity, including a host of bulbuls, tailorbirds and sunbirds 

mobbing some unseen animal, presumably an owl or snake. Species seen included; Bornean Black Magpie, Little 

Bronze Cuckoo, Black-and-yellow Broadbill, Raffle’s Malkoha, Black Hornbill and Grey-and-buff, Buff-rumped 

and Rufous Woodpeckers. As we walked back along the canopy walk to leave we saw Spectacled Spiderhunter 

and a male Lesser Cuckooshrike and then a pair of orangutans, which gave good telescope views. The others 

enjoyed watching the interactions by orangutans, both which each other and with Pig-tailed and Long-tailed 

Macaques. Osman, Bill and Sue then visited the recently opened Sun Bear Rehabilitation Centre, also at SORC. 

From an elevated platform they watched Sun Bears undergoing rehabilitation, having been rescued from illegal 

captivity. After lunch Steve and Jonas briefly visited the bears and then we all went to the Rainforest Discovery 

Centre at 15.00.  
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The birds were very quiet but we did see Rufous-winged Philentoma, White-chested Babbler, an orange blur that 

was a Rufous-backed Kingfisher zipping down a stream, and a pair of Bornean Black Magpies for Bill and Sue 

who’d missed them in the morning. Gail, Garry, Sue and Bill went spotlighting on the boardwalk at SORC but 

were washed out after fifteen minutes, during which time they saw a pit viper and Red Giant Flying Squirrel. 

Steve, Jonas and I saw two Rhinoceros Hornbills in the SORC car park before we undertook an intended two 

hour spotlight into the forest which was similarly cut short by rain. We did add three new frog species to the tour 

list before returning to the resort for dinner. At dinner, Brian recounted how he and Diana had seen three 

Rhinoceros Hornbills from their bungalow at the resort, demonstrating the vagaries of fauna-spotting! 

Day 9 Saturday 27th September 

Sepilok; en route to Sukau, Sungai Kinabatangan 

Weather: Mild and humid first thing, overcast, light rain in mid-afternoon. Impressive electrical 

storm at night but very little rain 

We gathered at the resort before 6.00 and watched Grey-rumped Treeswifts flying low over the ponds. We then 

went to the Rainforest Discovery Centre, where a horde of bird watchers and a Crested Serpent Eagle awaited us 

at the car park! From the canopy walk we saw two Blue-rumped Parrots land high in the canopy, with only Garry 

positioned to see them well. Garry was also the only person to see a Maroon-breasted Philentoma. From one of 

the towers we had very close views of a pair of Black Hornbills and telescope views of four Cinnamon-headed 

Green Pigeon and a Streaked Bulbul, all perched in the canopy. A Red Giant Flying Squirrel was sitting in plain 

view from the canopy walk, the telescope providing prolonged views, the best I’ve ever had of this nocturnal 

species. We then walked the Ridge and Kingfisher Trails, the latter living up to its name with superb telescope 

views at close range of a Rufous-backed Kingfisher eating a dragonfly nymph. Also seen was a pair of Chestnut-

rumped Babbler, called in by Osman, and a Frilled Tree Frog sun-baking. 

 

We returned to the resort, packed our possessions and left for Sandakan, though not before photo opportunities 

of Keel-bellied Vine Snake and Short-nosed Fruit Bat, the latter roosting at Gail and Garry’s room. We had 

lunch at the Sandakan Hotel and some time for shopping for last-minute items before transferring to a nearby 

jetty where a motorboat awaited. We travelled along the coastline to the mouth of the Sungai (River) 

Kinabatangan and then upstream to our next base at Sukau Rainforest Lodge. The boat trip was eventful, with 

very close views of eight Asian (Bornean Pygmy) Elephants, a few troops of Proboscis Monkeys, and a variety of 

birds such as Pied Hornbill, Green Imperial Pigeon, Oriental Darter, Brahminy Kite and White-bellied Sea-

Eagle. 

 

We arrived at the lodge about 15.30 and a Pied Hornbill posed nicely in a palm tree next to our accommodation 

during the introductory briefing. At 16.30 we went by boat upstream of the lodge to Sungai Tennegang, a 

substantial tributary of Sungai Kinabatangan. We saw Proboscis Monkey and Long-tailed Macaque, the latter 

being very cooperative for our photographers, as well as Storm’s Stork, Stork-billed Kingfisher and a Yellow-

ringed Cat Snake curled up on a branch overhanging the water. On our return journey we saw a troop of Silvered 

Langur, a species that is easily missed. Spotlighting by boat was cancelled due to weather. Most of us walked 

around the boardwalk behind the lodge, seeing a White-lipped Frog and a variety of invertebrates. 

 



Mount Kinabalu & the Rainforests of Borneo  Tour Report 

 

 

8  © Naturetrek     October 14 
 

Day 10 Sunday 28th September 

Sukau, Sungai Kinabatangan and environs 

Weather: Hot and humid, overcast 

We left at 6.00, after a coffee and some toast, for Sungai Menaggol, a narrow tributary of Sungai Kinabatangan 

just downstream of the lodge. In addition to the expected Proboscis Monkey and Long-tailed Macaque, we saw 

two Storm’s Storks, Lesser Fish Eagle, White-bellied Woodpecker, Rhinoceros, Black and Pied Hornbills, Black-

and-red Broadbill and Blue-eared and Stork-billed Kingfishers. A small, well-marked Water Monitor posed nicely 

on the bank and we saw a Sunda Racer (Sunda Rat Snake) in the water. The snake was a juvenile and much more 

colourful than an adult, with a blue head and tail. The highlight species of the morning, Bornean Bristlehead, was 

only seen as dark flight views as four birds flew across the creek, only Osman and I obtaining views of the red 

head. We had an encounter with another iconic Bornean bird when we heard Bornean Ground Cuckoo at close 

range without a sighting. Three Hooded Pittas also called.  

 

We returned for a late breakfast at 9.00 and then the rest of the morning was free to relax or to explore the 

boardwalk through the forest behind the lodge. Those that did the latter saw a Draco, with Brian seeing it glide 

down onto a tree, as well as Yellow-bellied Bulbul and Chestnut-rumped Babbler. After lunch a few of us 

returned in pursuit of a Hooded Pitta Garry had heard from the boardwalk. Call playback elicited no response 

but we did hear a Black-and-crimson Pitta, without seeing it.  

 

We left at 15.00 to return to Sungai Tennegang, with a detour into an oxbow lake. The narrow entrance brought 

us out into a wide expanse of water where we found troops of Proboscis Monkeys and shy Silvered Langurs. 

Crested Serpent Eagle and White-bellied Sea Eagle were also seen. Along the Sungai Kinabatangan we saw 

Lesser Adjutant and Storm’s Storks and at least 12 Purple Herons. Sungai Tennegang produced more Proboscis 

Monkeys, Long-tailed Macaques and a single male Pig-tailed Macaque, our first of this species for some people. 

Other species seen included Rhinoceros, Pied and Black Hornbills, Black-and-yellow Broadbill and two Water 

Monitors lounging in a tree above the water. One of the latter was quite enormous. A particularly surprising 

sighting was a Common Hoopoe, a rare vagrant in Borneo, flying across the creek…though only a few of us saw 

it.  

 

After dinner we set off at 20.00 for a night cruise of Sungai Menaggol. We started with a Buffy Fish Owl while 

still on the Sungai Kinabatangan and then on Menaggol saw another two, as well as a very small Saltwater 

Crocodile, a small Reticulated Python, White-lipped Frog, Giant River Frog and a rat, probably a spiny rat. Steve 

and Jonas subsequently spotlighted the boardwalk and saw a Lesser Indo-Malayan Chevrotain (mouse-deer). 

Chevrotain means ‘little goat’ in French. It is not a goat, mouse or deer; and is poorly named indeed. It is one of 

the world’s smallest ungulates, about the size of a large rabbit with long legs. 

Day 11 Monday 29th September 

Sukau; Sungai Menaggol; Gomantong Caves 

Weather: Blue sky in the morning, clouded over in afternoon. Very light rain after 20.00 

Again we started at 5.30 with toast and coffee, leaving at 6.00 to revisit Sungai Menaggol. We came back for 

breakfast at 8.00 and returned to the creek at 9.00 for another hour. Animals seen included the usual monkeys, 
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very cooperative Lesser Fish Eagle and Oriental Darters, less cooperative kingfishers, a pair of Malaysian 

Flycatchers, Bornean Black Magpie, Bushy-crested Hornbills, Bold-striped Babbler, Oriental Dollarbird and 

Crested Serpent Eagle. Osman called in a pair of Hooded Pittas, having selected a location with reasonable 

visibility, but only Diana and I saw one perched. The others were limited to flight views, if obtaining views at all. 

 

After lunch we drove to the famous Gomantong Cave (its fame being thanks, in part, to David Attenborough) 

after a short boat trip across the river to the waiting minibus. Osman told us to keep an eye out for orangutan 

and Steve spotted one low down by the road. By the time we’d stopped and alighted the animal had taken shelter 

in dense vegetation. We waited, somewhat impatiently, for our first truly wild orangutan to reveal itself and when 

it did we saw an enormous male, with huge flanges, flaps of fatty tissue, indicating he was more than 20 years old 

and apparently more attractive to females. We watched him for some time, as he slowly emerged. 

 

On our way back to the bus were treated to telescope views of a wonderful Rhinoceros Hornbill in a roadside 

tree. We then made our way along a boardwalk through some forest, stopping for very close views of Black-and-

crimson Pitta, before reaching the cave system. Gomantong provides roosting and breeding habitat for two 

million Wrinkle-lipped Bats, among other bat species, which issue forth each evening in disjointed streams. The 

cave is equally well known for the harvesting of swiftlet nests for the production of soup, both Edible-nest and 

Black-nest Swiftlets. In the cave itself we walked along a boardwalk, surrounded by enormous piles of bat guano, 

cockroaches and long-legged centipedes (Scutigeromorphs), with swiftlets flying around the cave entrances and 

thousands of bats clinging to the walls or wheeling high above us. The Edible-nest and Black-nest Swiftlets had 

finishing breeding and their nests had been harvested. Jonas and I saw three bent-winged bat species huddled 

together. Large Bent-winged Bat is known from Gomantong Cave, though I could not identify the bats to 

species without forearm measurements. 

 

When we returned to the clearing around the buildings we saw two Maroon Langurs (Red Leaf Monkey). Then 

we moved to a small rise to watch for the bats, which emerged in ever increasing number. A pair of Bat Hawks 

successfully hunted, catching and eating bats on the wing. Brahminy Kites also hunted bats, while a Crested 

Serpent just sat in a nearby tree. We also saw Rhinoceros, Pied and Black Hornbills from this location before 

returning to Sukau Rainforest Lodge.  

 

Most of us went spotlighting by boat after dinner, travelling upstream from the lodge along the Sungai 

Kinabatangan. We saw six or more Large Flying-fox, these fruit and nectar eaters erroneously named vampryus, in 

a flowering tree, Buffy Fish Owl, Black-crowned Night-Heron and a few Giant River Frogs. We also glimpsed 

the red eye-shine of a Saltwater Crocodile before it sank into the river. A number of sleeping diurnal species were 

also seen, including monkeys, kingfishers, White-breasted Waterhen, a surprising Black-and-white Bulbul and a 

Crested Green Lizard. The latter, a small green lizard on a thin green branch with green leaves, was a remarkable 

piece of spotlighting by our lodge guide/pilot. 
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Day 12 Tuesday 30th September 

Sukau; Lahad Datu and en route to Borneo Rainforest Lodge Danum Valley 

Weather: fine until early afternoon when brief torrential downpour 

Some of us enjoyed a dawn walk along the boardwalk at the lodge, seeing a male Scarlet-rumped Trogon and 

Chestnut-winged Babbler, and failing to see Hooded and Black-and-crimson Pittas that responded insufficiently 

to my call playback. We had breakfast and then our bags were taken by boat to the minibus. One boatload of 

people was transferred and then a lodge staff member pointed out to Garry, Gail and me a Whiskered Myotis (a 

micro-bat) roosting in a furled ginger leaf. We three then joined the others and drove to Lahad Datu. We called 

in to the offices of the Borneo Rainforest Lodge (BRL) at Danum Valley where we completed some paperwork, 

before a very brief excursion for some waterbirds such Whimbrel and Grey Heron before lunch was taken at a 

Chinese restaurant. We returned to the office, transferred to four land-cruisers and then drove to BRL. The two 

hour drive was broken by a scheduled comfort stop, and a stop on a bridge where we saw Silver-rumped 

Spinetail, Black-and-yellow Broadbill and Green Iora. The occupants of the lead vehicle saw a Bearded Pig on 

the road during the drive. 

 

Once greeted by the charming staff and given our rooms we all settled into our new accommodation and 

entertained ourselves until dinner, which we ate on the dining room verandah, with two Buffy Fish-Owls calling 

and visible during our meal. Post-dinner Jonas and Steve photographed Harlequin Tree Frog (a ‘flying’ frog 

species), File-eared Frog, Frilled Frog and Triangle Keelback (a snake), all at or near a pond close by the 

buildings. At 20.30 we all embarked on a night drive with a BRL guide perched atop the truck cabin with a 

spotlight as we sat in the back of the open truck. We started with a Buffy Fish-Owl on the goalposts of the 

staff’s football field but the weather grew gradually worse. Nothing else was seen, most fauna being as 

disconcerted by inclement weather as we were. 

Day 13 Wednesday 1st October 

Borneo Rainforest Lodge Danum Valley 

Weather: dry and mostly sunny in the morning after a very misty start, clouded over in the 

afternoon and rained in the late afternoon  

We started the day with light refreshments at 5.30 and departed at 6.00 to walk along the road to the canopy 

walk. Along the road we saw Dusky Broadbill and two species recently split to be Bornean endemics, (Bornean) 

Banded Kingfisher and (Bornean) Crested Fireback, the latter a pair with several large chicks. We returned along 

the canopy walkway, with a Whiskered Treeswift perched close by at eye height. Garry, Gail and I saw a Green 

Broadbill but were distracted from better views by our BRL guide, Azmil, calling out ‘bristlehead’, a word certain 

to attract attention. We had good views of three Bornean Bristleheads, most of us obtaining telescope views in 

good light, a great moment for the birders among us.  

 

We returned for breakfast after 8.00 and then ventured forth again at 9.15. But first I went and found a female 

Bornean Angle-headed Dragon on the Nature Trail for the photographers. Most of us then set off on the 

Segama Trail, crossing the river on a suspension bridge and then meandering along the river before crossing back 

on another bridge and eventually coming out on the road. We started the post-breakfast walk with a confiding 

pair of Short-tailed Babbler near the lodge. The only other bird of note was a male Bornean Blue Flycatcher. But 
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the mammals performed very well indeed. Some noise in the foliage proved to be two orangutans, which were 

quite shy but gave us telescope views at close range nonetheless.  

 

We then saw East Bornean Grey Gibbons twice, on both occasions seeing two animals. These were even shyer 

than the orangutans but we obtained more than adequate views. A horseshoe bat continued the mammal theme, 

twirling from a twig roost site at eye level near a small creek. But even Jonas’ excellent photos didn’t allow 

identification to species. By the time we emerged on the road it was late morning and quite hot with the 

cloudless sky. I briefly saw my third Wreathed Hornbill for the day, but this species continued to frustratingly 

elude some tour participants. 

 

At 15.30 most of us went onto the Nature Trail and used other trails to eventually link up to the Hornbill Loop 

and come back along the road. We found a male Ornate Shrub Lizard with a prominent rostral appendage (nose 

leaf) on the Nature Trail. It posed politely for photos. We heard Blue-headed Pitta, which failed to be enticed by 

call playback. Fortunately a Chestnut-backed Scimitar Babbler was less recalcitrant. Other species seen included a 

handsome Striped Kukri Snake, Maroon-breasted Philentoma and Maroon Langur.  

  
 

 
 

Day 14 Thursday 2nd October 

Borneo Rainforest Lodge Danum Valley 

Weather: dry and mostly sunny in the morning after a very misty start, remained dry with patchy 

cloud 

We started the day with breakfast at 6.00 and then most of us walked the Jacuzzi Pool Loop Trail. Scaly-crowned 

Babbler got us going and then we had nice views of a male Siberian Blue Robin hopping along the trail. After we 

spent some time at the pool we stopped and called in a very obliging Striped Wren Babbler. The group then split 

up with Osman and me going with Steve and Jonas in search of photographic subjects before wandering out on 

to the road near the canopy walk. In the meantime, Bill, Sue, Garry and Gail went with Azmil and saw Crested 

Fireback and Black-naped Monarch. During our time in the forest Diana and Brian had wandered along the road 

to the canopy walkway where they had good views of a Helmeted Hornbill, among other species. Gail and Garry 

saw a Blue-crowned Hanging-Parrot from their room before lunch. This tiny species can be very difficult to see 

when perched and is named for its enigmatic habit of hanging upside down to sleep.  

 

Asian Elephant, Sungai Kinabatangan 
 

Ornate Shrub Lizard, Danum Valley 
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At 15.30 most of us wandered along the road to the canopy walk. Some noise in the foliage proved to be a few 

Maroon Langurs at the start of the Hornbill Trail. We then stopped for a very cooperative Dark-sided 

Flycatcher, which returned repeatedly to a low perch close to the roadside.  

 

From the actual canopy walk we saw several Fiery Minivets, a male Scarlet-rumped Trogon, Green Imperial 

Pigeon and Blue-throated Bee-eater. During our return journey along the road a number of people finally saw 

their first Wreathed Hornbill. During this time, Jonas, Steve and Osman had walked the Danum Trail along the 

river and saw two Smooth-coated Otters and a mother and young orangutan.  

 

At 18.00 most of us went spotlighting on the Nature Trail and along the road near the lodge. We saw Harlequin 

Tree Frog and a sleeping Bornean Angle-headed Dragon in the forest and heard a close Brown Wood Owl. 

Around the frog pond we saw the curious File-eared Frog, Dark-eared Frog, more Harlequin Tree Frogs and a 

calling Cricket Frog whose loud, and somewhat annoying, call belied his small stature. Two Triangle Keelbacks, a 

species that specialises in eating frogs, tadpoles and frog eggs, sat in their usual places in the vegetation around 

the pond. After dinner most of us saw a giant katydid on the boardwalk to our rooms that was much larger than 

any of us had ever imagined possible for such an insect. 

Day 15 Friday 3rd October 

Borneo Rainforest Lodge Danum Valley 

Weather: dry though cloudy after a typically misty start, clear skies at night 

We started the day with breakfast at 6.00 before most of us were driven along the road to the perimeter of the 

lodge area. Brian, who stood in the back of the truck, saw a Short-tailed Mongoose dart across the road. We then 

walked back slowly along the road to the lodge. We all had telescope views of Dusky and Banded Broadbills, the 

latter at very close range, finally providing Garry with two of his target species. Three Crested Jays provided 

fleeting glimpses as they moved back and forth in a tangle of roadside vegetation, calling loudly. Eventually they 

flew into the open and across the road. The stroll brought us to the canopy walk onto which we deviated. A male 

Asian Fairy-bluebird caught the attention of Diana, Brian and me but didn’t linger long enough for the others. 

Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker also presented. 

 

Steve, Jonas and Osman meanwhile had taken the Jacuzzi Pool Trail and continued on to the viewpoint high 

above the river looking down over the lodge and forest. Fauna was scarce but the view was rewarding. During 

and post-lunch a troop of Maroon Langurs frequented the lodge environs, including sitting on fence posts in the 

gardens. During the mid-day break Garry saw a Blue-banded Kingfisher on the river. After lunch, Brian and 

Diana returned to the canopy walk and saw Wreathed Hornbill and White-bellied Woodpecker. The rest of us, 

other than Garry who was resting his foot, went into the forest on the Segama Trail but not before Gail found a 

Whiskered Myotis in a furled banana leaf for those who missed the animal at Sukau. During our walk we saw 

approximately 20 Rhinoceros Hornbills fly from a single fig tree, a remarkable sight. We also saw a turtle in the 

river, a comparatively rare observation. Based on size, the colour of the carapace and the habitat it appeared to 

be Malayan Giant Turtle, though this identification is somewhat tentative. We all enjoyed a night drive, with 

views of Black and Thomas’s Flying Squirrels and the tantalising call-only response of Sunda Frogmouth to 

Azmil’s call playback at a known location. 
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Day 16 Saturday 4th October 

Borneo Rainforest Lodge Danum Valley 

Weather: dry and mostly sunny after a misty start, lots of thunder and lightning from late afternoon 

but no rain until after dinner 

We decided to split the group into three this morning to accommodate differing interests. Osman took Garry 

and Gail in pursuit of some of Garry’s most desired bird species. Azmil took Bill, Sue, Steve and Jonas into the 

forest and I wandered along the road with Brian and Diana, walking to the perimeter of the lodge’s domain and 

twice traversing the canopy walk. Garry started particularly well on his quest, with a male Blue-headed Pitta from 

the Nature Trail before starting with Osman into the forest proper. Diana, Brian and I also walked the Nature 

Trail, seeing a family group of Crested Firebacks and a couple of angle-headed dragons. Before we left the lodge 

environs we also saw Maroon Woodpecker and Yellow-bellied Bulbul. Along the road we encountered four 

Black Magpie, making lots of noise as they moved through the canopy. The canopy walk started well with a 

Wallace’s Hawk-Eagle perched in the open and quite close but was generally quiet, despite us hearing Blue-

headed Pitta, Chestnut-necklaced Partridge and Indian Cuckoo. We did move with some alacrity in response to 

the call of Helmeted Hornbill but were somewhat embarrassed to discover it was a BRL guide, Lester, playing 

the call on the next platform for his guests! We continued along the road until the perimeter of the lodge area 

with the best species seen being our first Verditer Flycatcher and a diminutive Rufous Piculet, acting in its typical 

non-woodpecker fashion. Garry and Gail also saw Verditer Flycatcher and the piculet and had very close views 

of a Bornean Bristlehead, being able to see the yellow crown and obtain a good photo. Azmil’s party were treated 

to gibbons and a Red-naped Trogon. 

 

We all convened for lunch before going our separate ways again mid-afternoon, though not before we saw a 

Colugo clinging to a tree near the lodge. Sue and Bill had an interesting time after Azmil learnt of orangutans 

from a radio call. They were rewarded with a sighting of a mother and youngster after a dash through the forest. 

In the meantime I had met up with Brian and Diana on their favourite spot, perched high on the canopy walk. 

As I approached them I saw a pair of Orange-backed Woodpeckers but their view was unfortunately blocked 

and the birds escaped unseen by them. We did nonetheless enjoy watching a flock of Bushy-crested Hornbills, a 

Spotted Fantail perched on the walkway and an immature Blue-eared Barbet bathing in a water-filled tree hole 

high in the canopy. Garry and Gail subsequently joined us on the canopy walk, having seen female Banded 

Kingfisher, Fulvous-chested Jungle Flycatcher and Short-tailed Babbler in their travels, and we all then saw three 

Wreathed Hornbill in flight and a small flock comprised of Rufous-crowned and Sooty-capped Babblers and 

Plain Sunbird. The flock members, especially the Rufous-crowned Babbler, were apparently scolding an unseen 

inhabitant of a tree hollow just below the platform on which we stood. This allowed remarkable views of the 

birds. A somewhat yellow-bellied White-bellied Woodpecker flew by. 

 

We had gathered to watch for a Red Giant Flying Squirrel to glide from its daytime roost in a hollow high in a 

Koompassia excelsa (a canopy emergent growing to 80 metres). The animal did so just before 18.30, to the cheers 

from the adjacent platform, the occupants of which turned out to be Bill, Sue and Azmil, who had rushed from 

their orangutans! We all walked back along road and saw a Colugo glide over our heads and land in a tree, 

whereupon we met Jonas and Steve. We saw how the gliding membrane encloses the tail, unlike flying squirrels 

where the tail is free. I then tried in vain, and embarrassingly, to turn another Thomas’s Flying Squirrel into a 

civet, Jonas and Steve having coincidentally just seen a tarantula on the same tree. Our string of gliding mammal 
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sightings was then completed with a Black Flying Squirrel and we concluded the walk by showing Diana and 

Brian the keelbacks and frogs at the pond, including our first Four-lined Frog.  

 

After dinner Azmil suggested to Garry that they go try again for the Sunda Frogmouth, whereupon Gail, Brian, 

Diana, Osman and me invited ourselves along. We succeeded in calling in one of these excellent birds, which 

posed nicely in clear view.  

Day 17 Sunday 5th October 

Borneo Rainforest Lodge; en route to Kota Kinabalu via Lahad Datu 

Weather: dry and mostly sunny in the morning after a misty start, rain in the afternoon 

We split up again this morning. Jonas, Bill and Sue went with Azmil along the Danum trail after a 6.00 breakfast. 

Brian and Diana took themselves up to the canopy walkway. Steve and Gail lingered around the lodge and Garry, 

Osman and I went in search of another of Garry’s target species, Chestnut-naped Forktail. He was successful at 

the third attempt with brief views from the Jacuzzi Pool. Garry had also obtained better views of the Blue-

headed Pitta earlier on the Nature Trail. The Danum Trail produced yet another gibbon sighting for Bill and Sue 

and Brian and Diana extended their impressive hornbill list with Wrinkled Hornbill from the canopy walk. We 

had an 11.30 lunch and left at 12.30 in three vehicles for the drive to Lahad Datu. We took our flight to Kota 

Kinabalu and then transferred to the Shangri La Hotel. 

Day 18 Monday 6th October 

Pulau Tiga 

Weather: rain in the morning in Kota Kinabalu, fine but overcast until we reached Pulau Tiga, 

sporadic heavy rain and wind from then on 

We departed from Kota Kinabalu at 8.00 for a one and a half hour drive to Kuala Penyu, where a motorboat was 

waiting to transport us to Pulau Tiga (Third Island). The Pulau Tiga Resort staff helped us disembark at the jetty. 

The weather grew ever more inclement as the day wore on…we did, nonetheless, manage to see Blue Rock-

Thrush, Brown Shrike, three Chestnut-cheeked Starling in a flock of Asian Glossy Starling, an immature 

Common Noddy on the beach (apparently exhausted from the weather conditions), Lesser Frigatebird, Oriental 

Pied Hornbill, Grey Wagtail, Brown-throated Sunbird, Great, Little, Cattle (surprisingly) and Pacific Reef Egrets, 

with both grey and white phases of the latter standing side by side on the jetty. The well known Pulau Tiga Water 

Monitors also presented well for photographs. Osman organised us some spotlighting, firstly by a resort staff 

member and then some Sabah parks staff. The night started slowly, with rats and geckos, but we did eventually 

see two snakes in the water, at least one of which was a Dog-faced Water Snake. This snake, Cerberus rynchops, is 

named for Cerberus, a multi-headed (usually three) dog with a serpent's tail, a mane of snakes, and a lion's claws 

from Greek and Roman mythology that guards the entrance of Hades to prevent the dead from escaping and the 

living from entering. Ours had only one head and was found by a remarkable piece of spotting by the park staff. 
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Day 19 Tuesday 7th October 

Pulau Tiga; return to Kota Kinabalu 

Weather: wet and windy conditions early morning, calming somewhat during mid-morning, fine in 

the afternoon  

We awoke to bad weather conditions, so it was decided that we would depart the island as soon as possible 

rather than risk being marooned. The lodge staff responded very professionally and helped us depart. This was 

punctuated by a sighting of Tabon Scrubfowl, a target species for the island, found by Osman. The return boat 

journey to the mainland was initially rough, growing ever calmer as the mainland provided ever-increasing 

protection from the wind. We had very close views of Brown-backed Needletail during the voyage as well as a 

small flock of Common Tern. We drove back to Kota Kinabalu in rather calm conditions, stopping very briefly 

at Lok Kawi beach on the outskirts of Kota Kinabalu for Terek Sandpiper, Ruddy Turnstone, Grey and Lesser 

Sand Plover and Little Tern. During the afternoon we had an unscheduled visit to a beach and park in Kota 

Kinabalu as Osman used his local knowledge to find us birds during our extra time in the city. We began with 

Rufous and Black-crowned Night-Herons nesting in a tree in a suburban street next to a school.  The beach had 

Whimbrel, Grey-tailed Tattler and Gull-billed and Little Terns. The park gave us Pink-necked Green Pigeon, 

Green Imperial Pigeon, Long-tailed Parakeet, Blue-naped Parrot (feral population), Pied Triller, White-breasted 

Waterhen, Yellow-vented Bulbul and Oriental Dollarbird. A Green Paddy Frog sitting on a floating leaf in an 

artificial pond was new for all those present, other than me. The night was spent in the Shangri La Hotel once 

more. 

Day 20 Wednesday 8th October 

Kota Kinabalu; Crocker Range 

Weather: dry and mostly sunny in the morning after a misty start, clouded over in the afternoon 

with some rain activity. 

Most of the group opted to join an excursion to the Crocker Range. Our departure was delayed somewhat due to 

localised flooding and then a section of the road en route to Crocker Range was impassable. We turned the bus 

around and called in at a Butterfly House where we wandered the gardens and examined the insect and other 

invertebrate collection. Birds weren’t especially common, though we did encounter a mixed species flock with 

Pygmy White-eye, Bornean Whistler, Ruby-cheeked Sunbird and Yellow-vented Bulbul. We then drove down to 

some rice fields, where we saw a rare visiting Common Sand-Martin as well as Wood Sandpiper, Long-toed Stint, 

Black-winged Stilt, Striated Grassbird, White-winged Tern, Yellow Bittern, Eastern Yellow Wagtail and a pair of 

whistling-ducks, presumably Wandering. We stopped for lunch and then returned to the hotel for final packing 

and a shower. Then we went to the airport, saying our goodbyes to Osman. In Kuala Lumpur airport I said 

goodbye to the others and ensured their transit went smoothly for their return to the UK. 
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Species Lists 

Gunung (Mount) Kinabalu includes the area around the park headquarters and Mesilau, but not Poring Hot Springs. Sukau includes Gomantong Cave. Kota Kinabalu includes 
immediate surrounds. 
 

Mammals ( = seen; H = heard only; E = Endemic; names in brackets indicate superseded names from A field guide to the mammals of Borneo (Payne et al. 1985). Not all 

participants saw all these species). 
 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Gunung 
Kinabalu  

Poring Sepilok Sukau 
Danum 
Valley 

Pulau 
Tiga 

Kota 
Kinabalu 

Comments 

Mountain Treeshrew Tupaia montana        
One seen at Timpohon Gate, Kinabalu Park headquarters 
(KP HQ). One seen at Mesilau. 

Lesser/Slender 
Treeshrew 

Tupaia minor/gracilis        
One seen on feeding platform at Sepilok Orangutan 
Rehabilitation Centre (SORC). Unable to distinguish 
reliably without measurements. 

Short-nosed Fruit Bat Cyanopterus brachyotis        One roosting at Sepilok Nature Resort (SNR). 

Large Flying Fox  Pteropus vampyrus        Six or more seen along the Sungai Kinabatangan. 

Diadem Leaf-nosed 
(Roundleaf) Bat 

Hipposideros diadema         Seen at Lupa Masa Jungle Camp at feeding roosts. 

Wrinkle-lipped Bat Tadarida plicata        
One young animal seen on the floor of Gomantong Cave. 
100,000s (presumably) seen flying from the cave. 

Horseshoe Bat species Rhinolophus sp.        
One seen roosting along the Segama Trail during the day. 
One seen on Nature Trail at night. Not necessarily the 
same species each time. 

Bent-winged bat species Miniopterus sp.        
Three, possibly Large Bent-winged Bat, seen in 
Gomantong Cave. 

Whiskered Myotis Myotis muricola        
One seen roosting in a furled ginger leaf at SRL. One seen 
in a furled banana leaf at BRL. 

Colugo 
Cynocephalus 
variegatus 

       
One seen during day from boardwalk at SORC. Telescope 
views. One seen at BRL during the day and one seen 
gliding from road at night. 

Western Tarsier Tarsius bancanus        One seen at SORC. 

Maroon Langur E Presbytis rubicunda        Seen at Gomantong Cave. Common at BRL. 

Silvered Langur 
Trachypithecus cristatus 
(Presbytis cristata) 

       
Troop seen on the Sungai Kinabatangan. Troop seen in 
the ox bow lake. 

Proboscis Monkey E Nasalis larvatus        Common on the Sungai Kinabatangan and tributaries.  

Long-tailed Macaque Macaca fascicularis        
Seen at SORC. Common on the Sungai Kinabatangan and 
tributaries. Seen at Sukau Rainforest Lodge. Seen at BRL. 
Common at Pulau Tiga Resort (PTR) and environs. 

Sunda Pig-tailed 
Macaque 

Macaca nemestrina        Seen at SORC. One male seen on Sungai Tennegang.  

East Bornean Grey 
Gibbon E 

Hylobates funereus 
(muelleri) 

  H H    

Heard at Sepilok Nature Resort (SNR) and at Rainforest 
Discovery Centre (RDC). Heard along Sungai Menaggol. 
Seen twice along the Segama Trail at BRL. Seen on the 
Sapa Trail at BRL. Seen from the lodge at BRL. Seen 
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Common Name Scientific Name 
Gunung 
Kinabalu  

Poring Sepilok Sukau 
Danum 
Valley 

Pulau 
Tiga 

Kota 
Kinabalu 

Comments 

twice on the Danum Trail at BRL. 

Bornean Orangutan E Pongo pygmaeus        

Several habituated individuals seen at SORC. Mother and 
young seen at RDC. One large male seen at Gomantong 
Cave. Male and female seen on Segama Trail at BRL. 
Female and young seen along the Danum and Segama 
Trails at BRL.  

Giant Squirrel 
Ratufa affinis 
sandakanensis 

       
Two seen in forest at KP HQ. One seen at Poring Hot 
Springs (PHS). Seen several times at Rainforest Discovery 
Centre (RDC). 

Kinabalu Squirrel Callosciurus baluensis        One seen at Mesilau. 

Prevost’s Squirrel 
Callosciurus prevostii 
pluto 

       Common in lowlands. 

Bornean Black-banded 
Squirrel E 

Callosciurus orestes        Common at Timpohon Gate, KP HQ. 

Plantain Squirrel Callosciurus notatus        
One seen at SORC. Seen along Sungai Menaggol. Seen 
on Pulau Tiga. Seen in Kota Kinabalu. 

Ear-spot Squirrel E Callosciurus adamsi        
Pair seen at Fairy Gardens Restaurant. One seen from 
café at KP HQ. 

Jentink’s Squirrel Sundasciurus jentinki        One seen along road, KP HQ. 

Bornean Mountain 
Ground Squirrel E 

Dremomys everetti        One seen at Mesilau. 

Whitehead’s Pygmy 
Squirrel E 

Exilisciurus whiteheadi        One seen along road near Timpohon Gate, KP HQ. 

Plain Pygmy Squirrel Exilisciurus exilis        
Seen twice at PHS. Seen along Sungai Tennegang. Seen 
from boardwalk at SRL. 

Red-bellied Sculptor 
Squirrel 

Glyphotes simus        One seen along road, KP HQ. 

Black Flying Squirrel Aeronys tephromelas        
One seen during night drive at BRL. One seen during 
spotlighting walk along road at BRL. 

Red Giant Flying 
Squirrel 

Petaurista petaurista        
One seen spotlighting at SORC. One seen during day at 
RDC. One seen gliding from canopy walk at BRL. 

Thomas’s Flying Squirrel 
E 

Aeronys thomasi        
One seen during night drive at BRL. One seen during 
spotlighting walk along road at BRL. 

Ranee Mouse Haeromys margarettae        
Identification based on photo and description by Jonas. 
Seen at BRL. 

Rat species Muridae        
One seen along Sungai Menaggol. Based on size and 
colour probably a spiny rat Maxomys species, most likely 
Red Spiny Rat M. surifer. 

Rat species Rattus sp.        
One seen in Gomantong Cave. Very common on Pulau 
Tiga. More than one species probably involved. 

Malay Weasel Mustela nudipes        
One seen at Power Station and later at Timpohon Gate, 
KP HQ. One seen at PHS. 

Smooth-coated 
(Smooth) Otter 

Lutrogale perspicillata        
Two seen on Sungai Danum along the Danum Trail at 
BRL. 

Short-tailed Mongoose Herpestes brachyurus        One seen running across the road at BRL. 
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Common Name Scientific Name 
Gunung 
Kinabalu  

Poring Sepilok Sukau 
Danum 
Valley 

Pulau 
Tiga 

Kota 
Kinabalu 

Comments 

Asian Elephant Elephas maximus        Eight seen on Sungai Kinabatangan en route to SRL. 

Bearded Pig Sus barbatus        One along road to BRL. 

Lesser Indo-Malayan 
Chevrotain (Mouse-deer) 

Tragulus kanchil 
(javanicus) 

       One seen from the boardwalk at SRL. 

Greater Indo-Malayan 
Chevrotain (Mouse-deer) 

Tragulus napu        Seen a few times at BRL near the lodge. 

Sambar Cervus unicolor        
Several seen beyond fence at PHS but their status 
uncertain, probably captive or else habituated. Two seen 
at BRL on lawn below dining room. 

 
Birds ( = seen; H = heard only; E = Endemic; I = Introduced; names follow A field guide to the birds of Borneo (Myers 2010), names in brackets indicate substantial differences in 

common names for the most likely alternative guide Phillipps’ field guide to the Birds of Borneo: Sabah, Sarawak, Brunei and Kalimantan (Phillipps & Phillipps 2014). No one person 
saw all these species. Not all species heard but not seen during the trip are listed below, only notable species and/or species brought to the attention of participants are included). 
Species seen but not listed for a location were seen only in transit. 
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Tabon Scrubfowl 
(Philippine Megapode) 

Megapodius cumingii        Seen on Pulau Tiga. 

Red-breasted Partridge E Arborophila hyperythra H       
Heard from Timpophon Gate and along road, Kinabalu 
Park headquarters (KP HQ). Heard at Mesilau. 

Chestnut-necklaced 
Partridge (Bornean 
Necklaced E) 

Arborophila charltonii 
(graydoni) 

    H   
Heard from the canopy walk at Borneo Rainforest Lodge 
(BRL). 

Crimson-headed Partridge 
E 

Haematortyx sanguiniceps H       Heard along road, KP HQ. 

(Bornean E) Crested 
Fireback 

Lophura ignita        
Pair with several chicks seen along road at BRL. Seen 
twice at BRL. 

Great Argus Argusianus argus     H   Heard occasionally at BRL. 

Wandering Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna arcuata       ? 
A pair of what was probably this species seen in rice fields 
near Kota Kinabalu (KK). 

Storm’s Stork Ciconia stormi        
Pair seen on the Sungai Kinabatangan. Pair seen twice on 
Sungai Menaggol. 

Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus        Two seen along the Sungai Kinabatangan. 

Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis        One female seen in flight in rice fields on edge of KK. 

Little (Striated) Heron Butorides striata        
Couple seen along Sungai Kinabatangan. One seen at 
BRL. 

Rufous (Nankeen) Night-
Heron 

Nycticorax caledonicus        Several seen in KK. 

Black-crowned Night-
Heron 

Nycticorax nycticorax        
One seen along Sungai Kinabatangan. Several seen in 
KK. 

Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus         
Seen near Sandakan. Seen between Gomantong and 
Sukau. Seen in Lahad Datu. One seen on Pulau Tiga. 
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Seen in KK. 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea        One seen at Lahad Datu. 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea        Common along the Sungai Kinabatangan. Seen in KK. 

Great Egret Ardea alba        
Common along the Sungai Kinabatangan and its 
tributaries. Seen at Lahad Datu. Common in KK. 

Intermediate Egret Mesophoyx intermedia        
Common in Lahad Datu. Common in KK and open 
country. 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta        
Several seen along the Sungai Kinabatangan en route to 
Sukau Rainforest Lodge (SRL). One seen at BRL. Seen 
on the lagoon at Pulau Tiga. Seen in rice fields near KK. 

Pacific Reef-Egret Egretta sacra        Two on jetty at Pulau Tiga Resort (PTR). Seen in KK. 

Lesser Frigatebird Fregata ariel        Thirty seen in late afternoon on Pulau Tiga. 

Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster        
Several seen along the Sungai Kinabatangan and its 
tributaries. One seen at BRL. 

White-fronted (Bornean) 
Falconet E 

Microhierax latifrons        One seen during drive to PHS (Poring Hot Springs). 

Jerdon’s Baza Aviceda jerdoni        Seen at BRL. 

Bat Hawk Macheiramphus alcinus        Pair seen at Gomantong Cave. 

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus        

Pair seen in transit to Sandakan. Pair seen at Sepilok 
Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre (SORC). Common along 
the Sungai Kinabatangan. Seen at Gomantong Cave. 
Seen in KK. 

White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster        
One seen at SORC. One seen along the Sungai 
Kinabatangan en route to SRL. One seen on the ox bow 
lake. Seen in KK. 

Lesser Fish Eagle Ichthyophaga humilis        One seen twice on Sungai Menaggol. Seen at BRL. 

Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela        
Common. One seen at PHS. Several seen on Sungai 
Kinabatangan. Seen at Gomantong Cave. Seen at BRL. 

Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus        
One seen at Rainforest Discovery Centre (RDC). One 
seen along Sungai Menaggol. 

Changeable Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus        Dark phase birds seen at BRL at least twice. 

Wallace’s Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus nanus        
One seen at nest tree at RDC. One seen on the Sungai 
Kinabatangan. One seen from canopy walkway at BRL. 

Rufous-bellied Hawk-
Eagle 

Lophotriorchis kienerii        One seen from car park at PHS. 

Black-backed (Purple) 
Swamphen 

Porphyrio indicus 
(porphyrio) 

       Three seen en route from KK to Pulau Tiga. 

White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus        
Seen at Kinabalu Pines Resort (KPR). Seen at SNR. Seen 
along Sungai Kinabatangan. One seen driving to Lahad 
Datu from BRL. Seen in KK. 

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus        Two seen in rice fields near KK. 

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola        One seen at Lok Kawi beach near KK. 
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Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius        One seen at Lahad Datu airport. 

Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus        Several seen at Lok Kawi beach near KK. 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus        Seen at Lahad Datu. Seen on beach in KK. 

Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus        One seen at Lok Kawi beach near KK. 

Grey-tailed Tattler Tringa brevipes        Two seen on beach in KK. 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos        
Several seen on the Sungai Kinabatangan. Seen on beach 
at Pulau Tiga. 

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola        Common in rice fields near KK. 

Long-toed Stint Calidris subminuta        One seen in rice fields near KK. 

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres        One seen at Lok Kawi beach near KK. 

Brown Noddy Anous stolidus        One immature seen on Pulau Tiga. 

Great Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii        
Several seen between Sandakan and the mouth of the 
Sungai Kinabatangan. 

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica        
Six seen between Sandakan and the mouth of the Sungai 
Kinabatangan. Small flock seen from beach in KK. 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo        Seen near mainland on boat trip from Pulau Tiga. 

Little Tern Sternula albifrons        
Seen at Lok Kawi beach near Kota Kinabalu and from 
beach in KK. 

White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus        Flock seen in rice fields near KK. 

Rock Dove I Columba livia        Common in towns. 

Ruddy Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia emiliana        Seen at Mesilau. 

Little Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia ruficeps        Seen twice along road, KP HQ. Seen at PHS. 

Spotted (-necked) Dove Streptopelia chinensis        Seen in transit in disturbed and built-up areas. 

Common Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica        One seen at PHS. One seen at RDC. 

Zebra Dove I Geopelia striata        Seen in towns and disturbed areas. 

Cinnamon-headed Green 
Pigeon 

Treron fulvicollis        Eight seen at RDC. 

Pink-necked Green Pigeon Treron vernans        Two seen along Sungai Menaggol. Several seen in KK. 

Green Imperial-Pigeon Ducula aenea        
Common at the RDC and along the Sungai Kinabatangan. 
Seen at BRL. Seen in KK. 

Mountain Imperial-Pigeon Ducula badia        Pair seen along road, KP HQ. 

Blue-rumped Parrot Psittinus cyanurus        Pair seen at RDC. 

Blue-crowned Hanging-
Parrot 

Loriculus galgulus        Seen at BRL around lodge. 

Blue-naped Parrot I Tanygnathus lucionensis        Flock seen in KK. 

Long-tailed Parakeet Psittacula longicauda        Small flock seen in flight at RDC. Seen in KK. 

Indian Cuckoo Cuculus micropterus     H   One heard from canopy walkway at BRL. 
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Little Bronze Cuckoo Chrysococcyx minutillus        One seen from canopy walk at RDC. Seen at BRL. 

Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus        One seen at KPR. 

Bornean Ground Cuckoo 
E 

Carpococcyx radiceus    H    One heard along Sungai Menaggol. 

Black-bellied Malkoha Rhopodytes diardi        
One seen at RDC. One seen along Sungai Menaggol. 
Seen along road at BRL. 

Red-billed Malkoha Zanclostomus javanicus        Seen twice at RDC, including from canopy walk. 

Raffles’s Malkoha Rhinortha chlorophaeus        
Seen twice at RDC, including from canopy walk. Seen 
along road at BRL. 

Chestnut-breasted 
Malkoha 

Zanclostomus curvirostris        
One seen at PHS. Seen at RDC. Seen along Sungai 
Menaggol. Seen along road at BRL. 

Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis        Seen along the road at BRL. 

Barred Eagle-Owl Bubo sumatranus   H     Heard during the day at RDC. 

Buffy Fish-Owl Ketupa ketupu        
Seen twice along the Sungai Kinabatangan and two seen 
along Sungai Menaggol. Pair seen from dining room at 
BRL. One seen on goalposts at BRL. 

Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica     H   
One seen at Lupa Masa Jungle Camp (LMJC). One seen 
from boardwalk at SRL. Heard near Nature Trail at BRL on 
three consecutive nights. 

Brown Boobook (Hawk-
Owl) 

Ninox scutulata   H     Heard during spotlighting at SORC. 

Sunda Frogmouth Batrachostomus cornutus        
One heard during night drive in response to call playback 
at BRL. One seen on subsequent night at same location. 

Glossy Swiftlet Collocalia esculenta        
Nesting at Fairy Gardens restaurant near KP HQ. 
Common throughout. 

Bornean Swiftlet E Collocalia dodgei        Nesting along road at KP HQ. 

Mossy-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus salangana        
Probably seen at Gomantong, and elsewhere. No positive 
identification. 

Black-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus maximus        
Presumably seen throughout, particularly at Gomantong 
Cave. No positive identification. 

Edible-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus fuciphaga        
Presumably seen throughout, particularly at Gomantong 
Cave. No positive identification. 

Silver-rumped Spinetail Rhaphidura leucopygialis        
Seen at Sepilok Nature Resort (SNR). Seen along the river 
and from canopy walk at BRL. 

Brown-backed Needletail Hirundapus giganteus        Seen during boat trip from Pulau Tiga to mainland. 

Grey-rumped Treeswift Hemiprocne longipennis        Seen at RDC and SNR. Seen a few times at BRL. 

Whiskered Treeswift Hemiprocne comata        
Common at BRL including at the lodge and from canopy 
walk. 

Red-naped Trogon Harpactes kasumba        One seen at BRL. 

Diard’s Trogon Harpactes diardii     H   Heard along road at BRL. 

Whitehead’s Trogon E Harpactes whiteheadi        Pair seen twice along Bukit Tupai Trail, KP HQ. 



Mount Kinabalu & the Rainforests of Borneo Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     October 14 7 
 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Gunung 
Kinabalu   

Poring Sepilok Sukau 
Danum 
Valley 

Pulau 
Tiga 

Kota 
Kinabalu 

Comments 

Cinnamon-rumped Trogon Harpactes orrhophaeus        Female seen at SORC. 

Scarlet-rumped Trogon Harpactes duvaucelii        
One seen at LMJC. One seen along Sungai Menaggol. 
One seen from boardwalk at SRL. One seen from the 
canopy walkway at BRL. 

Oriental Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis        
Seen at SORC. Common along the Sungai Kinabatangan 
and its tributaries. Seen on Pulau Tiga. Seen in KK. 

Rufous-collared (Chestnut-
collared) Kingfisher 

Actenoides concretus   H     Heard at RDC. 

(Bornean) Banded 
Kingfisher 

Lacedo pulchella 
(melanops) 

       
One male seen along road at BRL. Female seen in forest 
at BRL. 

Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis        
Seen on the Sungai Kinabatangan and its tributaries. Seen 
on Sungai Danum at BRL. 

Collared Kingfisher Todiramphus chloris        Several seen on wires during transit. Seen in KK. 

Rufous-backed (Oriental 
Dwarf) Kingfisher 

Ceyx rufidorsa         One seen at PHS. Seen twice at RDC. 

Blue-banded Kingfisher Alcedo euryzona        One seen on river at BRL. 

Blue-eared Kingfisher Alcedo meninting        Common on Sungai Menaggol and Sungai Kinabatangan. 

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis        One seen at SNR. 

Blue-throated Bee-eater Merops viridis        Common in lowlands. 

Common Hoopoe Upupa epops        
One seen flying across Sungai Tennegang near disturbed 
land. 

Bushy-crested Hornbill Anorrhinus galeritus        
Small flocks seen a couple of times at Sukau Rainforest 
Lodge (SRL). One seen along the Sungai Kinabatangan. 
Three seen along Sungai Menaggol. Seen at BRL. 

Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris        
Common on Sungai Kinabatangan and tributaries. Seen at 
Gomantong Cave. Small flock at lagoon on Pulau Tiga. 

Black Hornbill Anthracoceros malayanus        
Seen at SORC and RDC. Seen at SRL and along the 
Sungai Kinabatangan. Seen at Gomantong Cave. Seen at 
BRL. 

Rhinoceros Hornbill Buceros rhinoceros        
Seen at SORC and SNR. Seen along Sungai Tennegang. 
Seen at Gomantong Cave. Common at BRL. 

Helmeted Hornbill Rhinoplax vigil        Seen once from the canopy walk at BRL. 

Wrinkled Hornbill Aceros corrugatus        Seen once from the canopy walk at BRL. 

Wreathed Hornbill Rhyticeros undulatus        Seen fairly often at BRL. 

Gold-whiskered Barbet Megalaima chrysopogon        One seen in car park at PHS. 

Golden-naped Barbet E Megalaima pulcherrima        Common around Timpohon Gate, KP HQ. 

Blue-eared Barbet 
Megalaima australis 
duvaucelii 

  H H    
Based on call, common in lowlands. A juvenile seen 
bathing in a treehole high in a Koompassia at the canopy 
walk at BRL. 

Brown Barbet Caloramphus fuliginosus        
Two or more seen at SORC. Seen on Sungai Tennegang 
and Menaggol. 

Rufous Piculet Sasia abnormis        Seen from the canopy walk at BRL. Seen along road and 
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in forest at BRL a number of times. 

White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis        
One seen in flight at RDC. Pair seen along Sungai 
Menaggol. Seen twice from canopy walk at BRL. 

Rufous Woodpecker Micropternus brachyurus        One seen from canopy walk at RDC. 

Checker-throated 
Woodpecker 

Chrysophlegma mentale        Pair seen in forest at KP HQ. 

Maroon Woodpecker Blythipicus rubiginosus        One seen in forest at KP HQ. One seen at BRL. 

Orange-backed 
Woodpecker 

Reinwardtipicus validus        Pair seen from canopy walk at BRL. 

Buff-rumped Woodpecker Meiglyptes tristis        Seen twice at RDC. 

Grey-and-buff 
Woodpecker 

Hemicircus concretus        One seen from canopy walk at RDC. 

Green Broadbill Calyptomena viridis        One seen from canopy walk at BRL. 

Whitehead’s Broadbill Calyptomena whiteheadi        One seen at LMJC. 

Dusky Broadbill Corydon sumatranus        Seen twice along road at BRL. 

Black-and-red Broadbill 
Cymbirhynchus 
macrorhynchos 

       Seen at SORC and RDC. Seen along Sungai Menaggol. 

Banded Broadbill Eurylaimus javanicus        Seen at PHS. Seen along the road at BRL. 

Black-and-yellow Broadbill Eurylaimus ochromalus        
Common. Seen at PHS. Seen from canopy walk at RDC. 
One seen along Sungai Tennegang. Heard often. Seen 
regularly at BRL. Heard on Crocker Range. 

Hooded Pitta Pitta sordida        
One seen on Sungai Menaggol Creek. Several heard 
along Menaggol and from boardwalk at SRL.  

Blue-headed Pitta E Pitta baudii        
Seen twice on Nature Trail at BRL. Heard a number of 
times at BRL. 

Black-and-crimson (Black-
headed) Pitta E 

Pitta ussheri     H   
Heard from boardwalk at SRL. Seen at Gomantong Cave. 
Heard regularly at BRL. 

Bornean Whistler E Pachycephala hypoxantha        Common at KP HQ. Seen on Crocker Range. 

Sunda Cuckooshrike Coracina larvata        Pairs seen in forest and along road, KP HQ. 

Bar-bellied Cuckooshrike Coracina striata   ?     
One possible seen high at Sepilok. There was some 
disagreement about the bird’s identity. 

Lesser Cuckooshrike Coracina fimbriata        Seen twice at RDC. Seen at BRL. 

Pied Triller Lalage nigra        Pair seen in KK. 

Fiery Minivet Pericrocotus igneus        Seen at RDC. Seen from the canopy walk at BRL. 

Grey-chinned Minivet Pericrocotus solaris        Common at KP HQ. Two females seen at Mesilau. 

Black-and-crimson Oriole Oriolus cruentus        Two seen in forest at KP HQ. 

Dark-throated Oriole Oriolus xanthonotus        
Seen twice at RDC, including from canopy walk. Seen a 
couple of times at BRL, including from the canopy walk. 

Bar-winged Flycatcher-
shrike 

Hemipus picatus        Two seen at RDC. 
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Black-winged Flycatcher-
shrike 

Hemipus hirundinaceus        Seen at RDC. Seen at SRL. 

Rufous-winged Philentoma Philentoma pyrhoptera        
Two seen at RDC. Seen at the Jacuzzi Pool and 
elsewhere in the forest at BRL. 

Maroon-breasted 
Philentoma 

Philentoma velatum        One seen at RDC from canopy walk. Seen at BRL. 

White-breasted 
Woodswallow 

Artamus leucorynchus        
Seen in transit to Sandakan. Seen in transit to Lahad Datu. 
Seen in KK and in open country to the south. 

Common Iora Aegithina tiphia        Seen at BRL. Seen in KK. 

Green Iora Aegithina viridissima        
Seen at RDC. Seen along Sungai Menaggol. Seen from 
canopy walk and along road at BRL. 

White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis        Common at KP HQ. 

Pied Fantail Rhipidura javanica        
Seen at KPR. Seen at RDC. Seen along Sungai 
Kinabatangan. Seen at BRL. 

Spotted Fantail Rhipidura perlata        Seen at BRL, including three on the canopy walk. 

Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea        
Seen twice at PHS. Seen along Sungai Menaggol. Seen at 
BRL. 

Asian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi        Male seen once from canopy walk at BRL. 

Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus        Reasonably common at KP HQ. Also seen at Mesilau. 

Greater Racket-tailed 
Drongo 

Dicrurus paradiseus        
Seen at SORC and RDC. Seen along Sungai Menaggol. 
Seen along road at BRL. 

Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus        Seen occasionally in forest, KP HQ. 

Slender-billed Crow Corvus enca        
Seen at RDC. Common along the Sungai Kinabatangan. 
Fairly common at BRL. 

Short-tailed (Bornean E) 
Green Magpie 

Cissa thalassina (jefferyi)        Reasonably common at KP HQ. 

(Bornean) Black Magpie E 
Platysmurus (aterrimus) 
leucopterus 

       
Pair seen from canopy walk at RDC. Pair seen on Ridge 
Trail at RDC. Pair seen along Sungai Menaggol. Four 
seen along road at BRL. 

Crested Jay Platylophus galericulatus        Seen twice at KP HQ. Three seen along road at BRL. 

Bornean Treepie E Dendrocitta cinerascens        Common at KP HQ. 

Bornean Bristlehead E Pityriasis gymnocephala        
Four seen along Sungai Menaggol. Seen twice from 
canopy walk at BRL. One seen in forest at BRL. 

Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus        One seen at PTR. 

Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach        

Two seen during drive to Poring. One seen perched on 
wires during bus trip from Sukau to Lahad Datu. The latter 
sighting is inconsistent with Myers (2010) but Phillipps & 
Phillipps (2014) note its recent occurrence in eastern 
Sabah. 

Plain Sunbird Anthreptes simplex        
Seen at SORC. Seen at RDC. Seen from the canopy walk 
at BRL. 

Brown-throated Sunbird Anthreptes malacensis        Seen at RDC. Seen at lagoon on Pulau Tiga. Seen in KK. 
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Ruby-cheeked Sunbird Chalcoparia singalensis        
Seen at RDC. Seen from boardwalk at SRL. Seen at BRL. 
Seen on Crocker Range. 

Olive-backed Sunbird Cinnyris jugularis        
Pair seen at Fairy Gardens restaurant near KP. Seen in 
transit to Lahad Datu. 

Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja        
One male seen at PHS. Seen at RDC. Seen in gardens 
and from canopy walk at BRL. 

Temminck’s Sunbird Aethopyga temminckii        Pairs seen at Timpohon Gate, KP HQ. 

Purple-naped Sunbird 
Hypogramma 
hypogrammicum 

       Seen at RDC. Seen at BRL. 

Streaky-breasted 
(Bornean E) Spiderhunter 

Arachnothera everetti 
(affinis) 

       Seen at BRL. 

Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostra        One seen at PHS. Common at BRL. 

Long-billed Spiderhunter Arachnothera robusta        Seen at RDC. 

Spectacled Spiderhunter Arachnothera flavigaster        Seen at RDC. 

Yellow-eared Spiderhunter Arachnothera chrysogenys        Seen at RDC. 

Yellow-breasted 
Flowerpecker 

Prionochilus maculatus        Seen at BRL. 

Yellow-rumped 
Flowerpecker E 

Prionochilus xanthopygius        Seen at BRL, including from canopy walk. 

Orange-bellied 
Flowerpecker 

Dicaeum trigonostigma        
One male seen at PHS. One seen at RDC. One in gardens 
at BRL. 

Yellow-vented 
Flowerpecker 

Dicaeum chrysorrheum        One seen at SRL. 

Black-sided (Bornean) 
Flowerpecker E 

Dicaeum monticolum        Several seen at KP HQ. 

Greater Green Leafbird Chloropsis sonnerati        Pair seen at PHS. 

Lesser Green Leafbird Chloropsis cyanopogon        Seen at SORC and RDC. Seen at BRL. 

Asian Fairy-bluebird Irena puella        One seen at LMJC. Seen from canopy walk at BRL. 

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis        Seen at SORC and around lodge at BRL. 

Dusky Munia E Lonchura fuscans        
Seen on drive to Poring. Seen at RDC. Seen at SRL. Seen 
in gardens and along road at BRL. 

Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata        Seen in rice fields at KK. 

Chestnut Munia Lonchura atricapilla        Seen in rice fields at KK. 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus        
Common in disturbed areas and towns. Seen in gardens at 
BRL. 

Pipit species Anthus sp.        
Approximately 10 seen on Lahad Datu airport. Not 
identified to species but Osman said Richard’s Pipit was 
most likely based on known occurrence. 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea        
Singles seen along road and at Timpophon Gate, KP HQ. 
One seen at Kinabalu Pines Resort. Seen on road from 
BRL to Lahad Datu. Seen at PTR. Seen in KK. 

Eastern Yellow Wagtail Motacilla tschutschensis        One seen in rice fields near KK. 
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Javan Myna I Acridotheres javanicus        
Seen in Sandakan. Supposedly not found in Sabah 
according to Myers (2010) but established at Sepilok in 
2004 (Phillipps & Phillipps 2014). 

Asian Glossy Starling Aplonis panayensis        
Seen at Sepilok. Seen in Sukau. Seen in Lahad Datu. 
Seen at lagoon on Pulau Tiga. Seen in KK. 

Chestnut-cheeked Starling Agropsar philippinsis        
Three seen at lagoon on Pulau Tiga in a flock of Asian 
Glossy Starling. 

Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa   H     
Heard at SORC. Seen along Sungai Menaggol. Seen 
along road at BRL. 

Chestnut-capped Thrush Geokichla interpres        One seen at PHS. 

Bornean Whistling-Thrush 
E 

Myophonus borneensis        Common at KP HQ, mostly seen along road. 

Blue Rock-Thrush Monticola solitarius        Non-breeding male seen at PTR. 

White-browed Shortwing Brachypteryx montana        Heard on Bukit Ular Trail, KP HQ. Three seen at Mesilau. 

Siberian Blue Robin Luscinia cyane        Seen on Jacuzzi loop at BRL at least three times. 

Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis        
Pair seen at Kinabalu Pines Resort. Seen in Sukau. Seen 
in gardens at BRL. Seen at PTR. Seen in KK. 

White-crowned Shama E Copsychus stricklandii        Seen at PHS and LMJC. Seen at SORC. Seen at BRL. 

Chestnut-naped Forktail Enicurus ruficapillus        One seen at Jacuzzi Pool at BRL. 

White-crowned Forktail Enicurus leschenaulti        Pair seen at a toilet stop between BRL and Lahad Datu. 

Bornean Forktail E Enicurus borneensis        Pair seen twice along stream on Silau Silau Trail, KP HQ. 

Malaysian Blue Flycatcher Cyornis turcosus        Pair seen along Sungai Menaggol. 

Bornean Blue Flycatcher Cyornis superbus        
One seen along Segama Trail at BRL. One seen at lodge 
at BRL. 

Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias thalassinus        Seen twice along road at KP HQ. 

Indigo Flycatcher Eumyias indigo        One seen at KP HQ. 

Snowy-browed Flycatcher Ficedula hyperythra        Juvenile seen along road, KP HQ. Adults seen at KO, HQ. 

Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula westermanni        Seen twice along road at KP HQ. 

Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa latirostris        Seen at BRL. 

Dark-sided Flycatcher Muscicapa sibirica        Seen twice along road at BRL. 

Fulvous-chested Jungle 
Flycatcher 

Rhinomyias olivaceus        One seen at BRL. 

Eyebrowed Jungle 
Flycatcher E 

Rhinomyias gularis        One seen along road at dawn, KP HQ. 

Grey-headed Canary-
flycatcher 

Culicicapa ceylonensis        One seen at KP HQ. Seen at BRL. 

Scaly-breasted Bulbul Pycnonotus squamatus        Two seen at LMJC. 

Black-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus atriceps        Several seen at LMJC. 

Black-and-white Bulbul Pycnonotus melanoleucos         One seen along Sungai Kinabatangan. 
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Straw-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus zeylanicus     H   Heard at BRL along Sungai Danum at the lodge. 

Puff-backed Bulbul Pycnonotus eutilotus        One seen at LMJC. 

Pale-faced Bulbul Pycnonotus leucops        
One seen along road and pair seen at Timpohon Gate, KP 
HQ. 

Yellow-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus goiavier        
Seen at KPR. Seen at PHS. Seen in Sukau. Seen on 
Crocker Range. Seen in KK. 

Olive-winged Bulbul Pycnonotus plumosus        Seen at SORC and RDC. 

Cream-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus simplex        Seen at RDC. 

Red-eyed Bulbul Pycnonotus brunneus        Seen at SORC and RDC. Seen at BRL. 

Spectacled Bulbul 
Pycnonotus 
erythropthalmos 

       Seen at PHS. Seen at SORC and RDC. Seen at BRL. 

Buff-vented Bulbul Iole olivacea        Seen at BRL. 

Hairy-backed Bulbul Tricholestes criniger        
Seen at RDC. Seen from boardwalk at SRL. Seen along 
road at BRL. 

Yellow-bellied Bulbul 
Alophoixus 
phaeocephalus 

       
Seen at RDC. Seen from boardwalk at SRL. Common at 
BRL. 

Grey-cheeked Bulbul Alophoixus bres        One seen at LMJC. Four seen from canopy walk at BRL. 

Ochraceous Bulbul Alophoixus ochraceus        One seen along road, KP HQ. 

Streaked Bulbul Ixos malaccensis        One seen at RDC from canopy walk. 

Common Sand-Martin Riparia riparia        One seen at Sepilok. One seen in rice fields at KK. 

Swallow species Cecropsis sp.        
One seen with Barn Swallows near Kuala Penyu. Seen 
briefly in flight. Either Striated Swallow or Red-rumped 
Swallow. Based on size probably Striated. 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica        
Seen along main road near KP HQ. Common along 
Sungai Kinabatangan. Common on Pulau Tiga. 

House (Pacific) Swallow Hirundo tahitica        
Seen along main road near KP HQ. Seen at RDC. 
Common along Sungai Kinabatangan. Seen at BRL. 

Yellow-bellied Warbler Abroscopus superciliaris        One seen on Bukit Ular Trail, KP HQ. 

Mountain Tailorbird Phyllergates cucullatus H       Heard at KP HQ. 

Bornean Stubtail E Urosphena whiteheadi        One seen on Bukit Ular Trail, KP HQ. 

Sunda Bush-Warbler Cettia vulcania        Seen several times along road, KP HQ. 

Yellow-breasted Warbler Seicercus montis        Common at KP HQ, along road and in forest. 

Mountain Leaf-Warbler Phylloscopus trivirgatus        Common at KP HQ. 

Brown Fulvetta Alcippe brunneicauda        Seen at BRL. 

Chestnut-crested Yuhina E Staphida everetti        Three seen at PHS. 

Black-capped White-eye Zosterops atricapilla        Seen a couple of times at KP HQ. 

Pygmy White-eye 
(Bornean Ibon) E 

Oculocincta squamifrons        Flocks seen from KPR and on Crocker Range. 
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Mountain Blackeye E Chlorocharis emiliae        Two seen at Mesilau. 

Black-throated Babbler Stachyris nigricollis    H    Heard from boardwalk at SRL. 

Grey-throated Babbler Stachyris nigriceps        Seen a few times along road at KP HQ. 

Chestnut-winged Babbler Stachyris erythroptera   H     
Heard at RDC. Seen from boardwalk at SRL. Common at 
BRL. 

Chestnut-rumped Babbler Stachyris maculate        
Pair seen in response to call playback at RDC. Seen from 
boardwalk at SRL. Seen at BRL. 

Chestnut-backed Scimitar 
Babbler 

Pomatorhinus montanus        Seen at BRL. 

Bold-striped Tit-Babbler Macronus bornensis        Two seen along Sungai Menaggol. Seen at BRL. 

Black-capped Babbler Pellorneum capistratum        
Pair seen on Kingfisher Trail at RDC. Seen from 
boardwalk at SRL. 

Sooty-capped Babbler Malacopteron affine    H    One seen at PHS. Seen at RDC. Seen at BRL. 

Scaly-crowned Babbler Malacopteron cinereum        Seen at BRL. 

Rufous-crowned Babbler Malacopteron magnum        Seen from canopy walk at BRL. 

Bornean Ground-Babbler 
(Wren-Babbler) 

Ptilocichla leucogrammica     H   Heard at the start of the Jacuzzi Trail at BRL. 

White-chested Babbler Trichastoma rostratum        Seen twice at RDC. Seen along Sungai Menaggol. 

Ferruginous Babbler Trichastoma bicolor        Seen at BRL. 

Short-tailed Babbler Malacocincla malaccensis        Seen at BRL. 

Striped Wren-Babbler Kenopia striata        Seen on the Jacuzzi Loop at BRL. 

Mountain Wren-Babbler E Napothera crassa        
One seen on Bukit Ular Trail, KP HQ. Three seen at 
Mesilau. 

Sunda Laughingthrush Garrulax palliatus        Common at KP HQ. 

Chestnut-hooded 
Laughingthrush E 

Rhinocichla treaheri        Very common at KP HQ and seen at Mesilau. 

Bare-headed (Bornean) 
Laughingthrush E 

Melanocichla calva        
Two ore more seen along road at KP HQ. Seen once in 
forest at KP HQ. 

Striated Grassbird Megalurus palustris        
One seen in transit near Kuala Penyu. One seen in rice 
fields at KK. 

Ashy Tailorbird Orthotomus ruficeps        
Seen at PHS. Seen at SORC and RDC. Seen at SRL. 
Seen at BRL. Seen on Crocker Range. 

Rufous-tailed Tailorbird Orthotomus sericeus        Seen at SORC and RDC. Seen at SRL. 

Yellow-bellied Prinia Prinia flaviventris        Seen along road at BRL. 
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Reptiles ( = seen; H = heard only; E = Endemic; Names in brackets indicate some alternative common names. Not all participants saw all these species). 

 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Gunung 
Kinabalu  

Poring Sepilok Sukau 
Danum 
Valley 

Pulau 
Tiga 

Kota 
Kinabalu 

Comments 

Saltwater Crocodile Crocodylus porosus        
One very young animal seen along Sungai Menaggol. 
One seen in Sungai Kinabatangan. 

Malayan Giant Turtle Orlitia borneensis        
Two individuals seen in the river at BRL. Identification is 
tentative, though likely. 

Ornate Shrub Lizard Aphaniotus ornata        One male seen at BRL. 

Crested Green Lizard Bronchocela cristatella        
One seen from boardwalk at SRL. One seen along 
Sungai Kinabatangan. Seen at BRL. 

Flying Lizard species  Draco sp.        

One seen at Poring Hot Springs (PHS). One seen 
asleep at Sepilok Orangutan rehabilitation Centre 
(SORC). One seen from boardwalk at Sukau Rainforest 
Lodge (SRL). Probably multiple species involved. 

Bornean Angle-headed 
Dragon E 

Gonocephalus 
bornensis 

       One seen at PHS. Common at BRL. 

Great Angle-headed 
Dragon 

Gonocephalus grandis        One seen at Lupa Masa Jungle Camp (LMJC). 

A gecko Cosymbotus platyurus        Seen at PHS. Seen at Sepilok Nature Resort (SNR). 

Kinabalu Bent-toed 
Gecko 

Cyrtodactylus baluensis        One seen along road at BRL. Identification tentative. 

Yoshi’s Slender-toed 
Gecko  

Cyrtodactylus yoshii        One seen at LMJC. Identification tentative. 

Smith’s Giant Gecko 
(Barking Gecko) 

Gekko smithii     H   One seen at SORC. Heard at SNR. Seen at SRL. 

Asian House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus        Seen at Sukau Rainforest Lodge (SRL). Seen at BRL. 

Striped Bornean Tree 
Skink E 

Apterygodon vittatum        
Seen at PHS. Seen at SORC. Seen at lodge and along 
road at BRL. 

Black-banded Skink Mabuya rudis        
Seen at PHS. Seen at Rainforest Discovery Centre 
(RDC). Seen along road at BRL. Common at the lodge 
at BRL. 

Red-throated Skink Mabuya rugifera        Seen at SORC and RDC. 

Water Monitor Varanus salvator        Common. 

Reticulated Python 
Broghammerus 
reticulatus 

       One seen along Sungai Menaggol. 

Blunt-headed Snail-
eating Snake 

Aplopeltura boa        One seen at BRL. 

Dog-faced Water Snake Cerberus rynchops        One, probably two, seen at lagoon on Pulau Tiga. 

Mangrove (Yellow-
ringed) Cat Snake 

Boiga dendrophila        One seen along Sungai Tennegang. 

Sunda Racer 
Coelognathus 
flavolineatus 

       

One seen swimming in Sungai Menaggol. A young 
animal, more vividly coloured than the images in 
Stuebing et al. (2014), though there is some doubt over 
the identification. 
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Keel-bellied Vine Snake Dryophiops rubescens        One seen at SNR. 

Orange-lipped Water 
Snake 

Macropisthodon 
flaviceps 

       One found road-killed at BRL. 

Jewelled Kukri Snake Oligodon everetti        
What was almost certainly this species was seen at 
PHS. 

Striped Kukri Snake Oligodon octolineatus         One seen at BRL. 

Triangle (Red-sided) 
Keelback 

Xenochrophis 
trianguligerus 

       At least four seen at frog pond at BRL. 

Bornean Keeled Pit 
Viper 

Tropidolaemus 
subannulatus 

       One, possibly two, seen at SORC. 

Amphibians ( = seen; H = heard only; E = Endemic; Names taken from A field guide to the frogs of Borneo (Inger & Stuebing 2005). This taxonomy is now somewhat out of date. 

No one participant saw all these species). 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Gunung 
Kinabalu  

Poring Sepilok Sukau 
Danum 
Valley 

Pulau 
Tiga 

Crocker 
Range 

Comments 

Montane Litter Frog 
Leptobrachium 
montanum 

       
Three individuals seen along Silau Silau Trail, 
Kinabalu Park headquarters (KP HQ). 

Litter frog species Leptobrachium sp.        Two seen at Lupa Masa Jungle Camp (LMJC). 

Painted Slender Frog Leptolalax pictus        
Common along the Silau Silau Trail, KP HQ. 
Possibly better named Leptolalax cf. pictus. 

Bornean Horned Frog Megaphrys nasuta     H   Two seen at LMJC. Heard at BRL. 

Tree Hole Frog E Metaphrynella sundana  H   H   
One seen calling in treehole at Sepilok 
Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre (SORC). 

Kinabalu Slender Toad Ansonia hanitschi        Several seen along Silau Silau Trail, KP HQ. 

Giant River Toad Bufo juxtasper        One seen at LMJC.  

Grass Frog  Fejervarya limnocharis        
Two seen along road near Poring Hot Springs 
(PHS). 

Hole-in-the-head Frog Huia cavitympanum        One seen at LMJC. 

Rough Guardian Frog Limnonectes finchi        One seen at SORC. 

Kuhl’s Creek Frog Limnonectes kuhlii        One seen along Silau Silau Trail, KP HQ. 

Giant River Frog Limnonectes leporinus        
Two seen at LMJC and one seen near PHS. 
One seen along Sungai Menaggol. Several seen 
along Sungai Kinabatangan. 

Peat Swamp Frog  Limnonectes malesianus        One seen at SORC. 

Montane Torrent Frog 
Meristogenys 
kinabaluensis 

       
One seen on a rock in the stream along the Silau 
Silau Trail, KP HQ. 

Northern Torrent Frog 
Meristogenys 
orphnocenmis 

       Common at LMJC. 

White-lipped Frog Rana chalconota        
Two seen on boardwalk at SRL. One seen along 
Menaggol Creek. 
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Green Paddy Frog Rana erythraea        
Seen at Rainforest Discovery Centre (RDC). 
One seen in a park in KK. 

Rough-sided Frog Rana glandulosa        Seen at SORC. 

Cricket Frog Rana nicobariensis  H H H    Common. Seen at frog pond at BRL. 

Spotted Stream Frog Rana picturata        One seen at LMJC. 

Rock Skipper Staurois latopalmatus        Several seen at LMJC. 

Black-spotted Rock Frog Staurois natator        One seen at LMJC. 

Green-spotted Rock 
Frog 

Staurois tuberlinguis        
One seen on a rock in the stream along the Silau 
Silau Trail, KP HQ. 

Bush Frog species Philautus mjobergi        One seen along Silau Silau Trail, KP HQ. 

Four-lined Tree Frog 
Polypedates 
leucomystax 

       One seen at BRL. 

Dark-eared Tree Frog Polypedates macrotis        One seen at LMJC. Seen at BRL. 

File-eared Tree Frog Polypedates otilophus        One seen at LMJC. Common at BRL. 

Masked Tree Frog 
Rhacophorus 
angulirostris 

       One seen along Silau Silau Trail, KP HQ. 

Frilled Tree Frog 
Rhacophorus 
appendiculatus 

       One seen during day at RDC. Seen at BRL. 

Harlequin Tree Frog Rhacophorus pardalis        Common at BRL. 

Other Fauna 

Some of the more spectacular insects encountered included Rhinoceros Beetles, Long-legged Centipedes, Phasmids (stick insects), Giant Wood Ants, Tractor, Pill and Giant 

Millipedes, Lantern Bugs and Birdwing Butterflies. A large Tarantula was seen at night along the road at BRL. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and 

future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

