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Tour participants: Terry Reis (leader) & Hazwan Usman (local guide) with a group of eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Friday 25th September 

Outbound to Kuala Lumpur 

Four tour participants travelled from London, departing from Heathrow on a midday Malaysian Airlines flight to 

Kuala Lumpur, a journey of about 12 hours. The other four had travelled earlier, including two who came from 

Australia. 

Day 2 Saturday 26th September 

Outbound to Kuala Lumpur and onward to Kota Kinabalu 

Hazwan picked up Bevan, Susan and Terry at the Dreamtel Hotel at 11.15am and we drove to Kota Kinabalu 

(KK) airport. There we met Mike and Ros, who had also overnighted in KK, before the others, Dean, Barbara, 

Colin and Lucy, emerged in the arrivals hall. Unfortunately their luggage didn’t arrive but was expected on a 

flight due in at 3.30pm. Arrangements were made for their luggage to be sent on to our accommodation. We 

took two minibuses and drove into the centre of KK for some lunch before proceeding on to Gunung (Mount) 

Kinabalu. Birds seen in and around KK included Cinnamon Bittern, Pacific Reef-Egret, Great and Little Egrets, 

Asian Glossy Starling and a variety of introduced species such as House Crow and Zebra Dove. It was dry 

during the drive but visibility was very poor due to heavy smoke haze, apparently caused by deliberate burning in 

Sumatra. This meant Gunung Kinabalu was often very difficult to see as we gained altitude. In the haze we saw 

House (Pacific) and Barn Swallows and a multitude of unidentified swiftlets. 

 

After about two hours we reached the main gate to Kinabalu (National) Park. Our accommodation was a further 

15 minutes past the park entrance so we went into the park and did some leisurely birding along the road. After a 

quiet start we saw Bornean Whistler, Yellow-breasted Warbler, Mountain Leaf-Warbler, Snowy-browed 

Flycatcher, White-browed Shortwing, Grey-chinned Minivet and a pair of Short-tailed Green Magpies. The latter 

is considered a Bornean endemic by some authorities and known as Bornean Magpie. The poor light, a 

combination of haze and, by now, heavy cloud, meant that birding wasn’t easy but most people saw most 

species, some seeing all. We also saw our first mammals; Mountain Treeshrew and Jentink’s Squirrel, the latter 

being numerous and generally very active. At 5pm we left the park and drove to Zen Garden, our home for five 

nights. Before dinner Terry and Hazwan explained our plans for tomorrow morning and provided some general 

information on logistics, health, safety and comfort for the trip in its entirety. Hazwan also explained that we 

would not be able to visit Mesilau, a good location for Nepenthes (pitcher plants) and higher altitude birds, as it 

was still cut off due to the earthquake in June that killed 18 people. The missing luggage turned up at 8.30pm 

whereupon we all went to bed. 

Day 3 Sunday 27th September 

Kinabalu Park Headquarters 

We had breakfast at 6am and left at 6.35am to return to Kinabalu Park, driving to Timpohon Gate (1,866 metres; 

6,122 feet above sea level). Timpohon Gate is the point from which most walkers start the main trail up Gunung 

Kinabalu, which, at 4,101 metres, is the highest peak between the Himalayas and New Guinea. The mountain is 
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believed by some to be the resting place of the dead. Unfortunately the heavy smoke haze still pervaded. We 

started with a mixed species flock including Chestnut-crested Yuhina, Black-capped White-eye and Chestnut-

hooded Laughing-thrush. Hazwan called in a Sunda Bush-Warbler that came so close that binoculars weren’t 

required. After a while we moved to the platform above the gate and were eventually greeted by a Bornean 

Black-banded Squirrel, which was hoping to be fed and approached us rather than fleeing. From the platform we 

saw our first Indigo and Little Pied Flycatchers. 

 

Eventually we moved back to the road and saw Bornean Whistling-Thrush and an extremely cooperative 

Golden-naped Barbet, feeding very low over the road. We heard a Fruit-hunter but no one saw this elusive 

species. Meandering slowly down the road we had close, if slightly obscured views of a diminutive and very 

responsive Bornean Stubtail. We stopped for a Bornean Treepie and had a small mixed species flock go through 

with the somewhat ubiquitous White-throated Fantail and Mountain Leaf-Warbler, and a single Yellow-bellied 

Warbler, the latter seen well only by Colin and Terry. The minibus picked us up and we drove down to an 

entrance to the Silau Silau trail, which goes into the forest and mostly follows a stream. Birding was quiet but we 

did see one or more pairs of Bornean Forktails, another pair of Indigo Flycatchers and a male Snowy-browed 

Flycatcher. Two Bornean Mountain Ground Squirrels were also seen. Having emerged from the forest, many of 

us enjoyed an ice cream before we drove out of the park to the nearby Fairy Garden Restaurant for a Chinese 

lunch. We had good views of a pair of Little Cuckoo-Doves feeding in a tree next to the restaurant car park, two 

Ear-spot Squirrels scampering in the trees, and nesting Glossy Swiftlet on the restaurant walls. We arrived back 

at Zen Garden just before 1pm for a couple of hours of leisure. 

 

At 3pm we all climbed back into the minibus, except for Mike who was having the afternoon off. We returned to 

Timpohon Gate, with cloud settling in during the drive. The visibility was poor, so after looking at Mountain 

Treeshrew and some squirrels we walked down the road seeking clearer conditions. We encountered a substantial 

mixed species flock including White-browed (Blyth’s) Shrike-babbler, Grey-chinned Minivet, Yellow-breasted 

Warbler and Bornean Whistler. At least four Grey-throated Babblers moved through the roadside undergrowth 

and a Sunda Bush Warbler showed remarkably well. Squirrels seemed almost omnipresent, with a few Jentink’s 

Squirrels in among others not clearly identified. Lucy then found our first Whitehead’s Plain Pygmy Squirrel, a 

very small species with charming wispy ear tufts. Hazwan pointed out Bornean Swiftlet nests on a rock face 

besides the road, though no swiftlets were evident, and some of us saw a couple of Sunda Laughing Thrushes 

keeping company with Chestnut-hooded Laughing Thrush. By now the rain had set in and visibility was reduced 

to only a few metres by cloud, so we abandoned the birding and returned to Zen Garden. 

Day 4 Monday 28th September 

Kinabalu Park Headquarters 

Yesterday’s rain had washed away some of the smoke haze and we woke to a much clearer day, with some blue 

sky evident. We had a 6am breakfast and returned to the park. We stopped the minibus when Hazwan saw 

Sunda Laughing Thrush, which not everyone had seen well yesterday. He then heard a Whitehead’s Broadbill 

among a mixed species flock so we alighted and birded for a while. We saw our first Hair-crested Drongo and 

heard Maroon Woodpecker, and some of us saw Grey-headed Canary-Flycatcher. We eventually continued 

driving up the road to Timpohon Gate until we reached the nesting site of Bornean Swiftlet, where we saw three 

or four birds. Then we walked up to Timpohon Gate, birding along the way. 
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In an excellent piece of birding, Hazwan heard another Whitehead’s Broadbill and then spotted the bird sitting in 

the forest. Although awkwardly placed because of a large obstructing vine we did all finally see the bird well. As 

we watched the broadbill a bus of photographers pulled up, guided by Osman, another Borneo Ecotours guide. 

We left him and his contingent to the broadbill and continued on, seeing a pair of Pale-faced Bulbuls en route. 

At the gate we had more very good views of Golden-naped Barbet and Bornean Black-banded Squirrel as well as 

Mountain Treeshrews and Bornean Treepie. We subsequently climbed into the minibus to descend, only to all 

climb out again when several Red-breasted Partridges began calling nearby. Despite some effort we failed to see 

them. The group split up at the entrance to the Kiau View and Pandanus trails, with Hazwan taking Bevan, Colin 

and Lucy into the forest and the rest of us walking down the road. Hazwan et al. saw Crimson-headed Partridge, 

among other more commonly seen bird species in the forest, and a Mountain Tailorbird when they emerged 

from the forest. The rest of the group saw our first Eye-browed Jungle Flycatcher with some Grey-throated 

Babblers and Mountain Leaf-Warblers when we arrived at some park buildings. Hazwan took a phone call from 

Osman, who’d found a Whitehead’s Trogon, so we drove back up the road to find Osman and his group 

watching and photographing a splendid male trogon. Nice reciprocity. Once content with our views we returned 

to Zen Garden for lunch. By now the smoke haze had returned and visibility was once again reduced.  

 

We rested until 3pm. Before we left Terry showed some of the group two turtles in the pond in front of some of 

our rooms. They were Red-eared Sliders, a highly invasive species from North America, and presumably had 

been released deliberately. We returned to the park, with stops along the way for a Long-tailed Shrike and a 

soaring dark-phase Changeable Hawk Eagle. Once in the park we split up, with Ros, Mike and Terry setting out 

on the Kiau View trail and the others taking the Silau Silau trail. The three wandered slowly along for only a 

short distance, enjoying the misty forest and observing and discussing various plants, before coming back out 

onto the road and walked down to the buildings. On the way our second Whitehead’s Pygmy Squirrel, a Jentink’s 

Squirrel on the ground, Mountain Treeshrew and a few typical birds such as Sunda and Chestnut-hooded 

Laughing Thrushes and Snowy-browed Flycatcher were seen. The latter part of the walk was in rain. The other 

group saw Crimson-headed Partridge, Bornean Forktail and a variety of other more common species. We all met 

at a café. We then drove to the park entrance where we birded in some very light rain, targeting some common 

species that had so far eluded us. Hazwan found two of these, Temminck’s Sunbird and Black-sided 

Flowerpecker. We also saw Mountain Tailorbird and a large flock of Chestnut-crested Yuhina. 

Day 5 Tuesday 29th September 

Poring Hot Springs 

We awoke to heavy smoke haze once again. After our usual 6am breakfast we drove to Poring Hot Springs, a 

lowland section of Kinabalu Park about 500 metres above sea level. It was overcast and hazy when we arrived 

and surprisingly cool. Our introduction to lowland forest species started with two Prevost’s Squirrels seen from 

between the main buildings, one of which flushed a Gold-whiskered Barbet. Views of the latter species were 

poor. On our way to the forest proper we saw Olive-winged Bulbul and some had brief views of Black-and-

yellow Broadbill. We proceeded to the canopy walk and negotiated the slightly challenging series of swaying 

suspension bridges and platforms that weaves through the mid-storey. Upon descent a treeshrew (probably 

Lesser Treeshrew), Plantain Squirrel and Raffle’s Malkoha were seen, with Bevan and Susan also seeing a flying 

lizard, Draco sp., glide between trees. This is one of Borneo’s so-called ‘flying’ animals, which invariably glide 

rather than fly. 
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Hazwan, with some help from Colin, found females of both Rufous-collared and Banded Kingfishers. We all had 

telescope views of the birds, though the former was slightly obscured. A bit further on we saw Sooty-capped and 

Grey-headed Babblers. The latter species, of which there were at least three individuals, is rarely seen in Sabah. 

Some of us were more distracted by our first Plain Pygmy Squirrel. There is certainly no hyperbole in this 

species’ name in terms of its size and any ‘plainness’ is more than offset by it frenetic movements. We left the 

forest and wandered through some secondary growth with Scaly-breasted and Black-headed Bulbuls feeding high 

in some remnant trees. The former was seen only poorly. Upon re-entering the forest we saw a male Bornean 

Angle-headed Dragon, typically clinging to a vertical stem and providing a photographic opportunity.  

 

After lunch at a Chinese restaurant we all paid 30 MYR (Malaysian Ringgit) to be escorted by a small child to a 

Rafflesia in bloom; a non-itinerary activity. We followed him through a banana farm to a small boardwalk 

overlooking Rafflesia keithii. There were six flowers ranging from small to large buds, an open and fresh flower, 

an old flower beginning to decay and one that was reduced to a black, rotten mass. This was an excellent display 

of most of the stages of one of the world’s largest flowers, up to 94 centimetres in diameter (Sumatra’s Rafflesia 

arnoldii is even larger). Rafflesias are parasitic, rootless, without chlorophyll and with all non-parasitic parts inside 

the host plant. Once back in the park we split up and some wandered about the gardens and buildings such as 

the Orchid Conservation area and Butterfly Farm. Colin, Bevan, Hazwan and Terry returned to the forest where 

they saw Short-tailed Babbler and Ochraceous Bulbul. All activities were then curtailed by rain. At 3.30pm we 

drove back to Zen Garden, the rain lasting until dinner. 

Day 6 Wednesday 30th September 

Kinabalu Park Headquarters 

We awoke to our clearest day so far, with blue sky and very little smoke haze courtesy of yesterday’s rain. We 

breakfasted as usual and drove to the park, again stopping along the road and walking up to Timpohon Gate. We 

saw a male Temminck’s Sunbird in the trees where we stopped, and shortly afterwards found a Checker-throated 

Woodpecker in among a mixed species flock, with accompanying Jentink’s Squirrels. Further along we saw 

Whitehead’s Pygmy Squirrel at close quarters with a Little Cuckoo-Dove perched in the background. Upon 

reaching the rubbish bins near Timpohon Gate we encountered the usual Bornean Black-banded Squirrels, 

Mountain Treeshrews and a Bornean Mountain Ground Squirrel. Dean spotted a Bornean Whistling-Thrush 

perched near the bins. 

 

We continued on to the platform above the gate where Hazwan had already put his telescope on one of a pair of 

Ashy Drongo perched on wires. A pair of Mountain Blackeye awaited us as we retraced our steps. We drove 

down to Mempening trail, where most of us entered the forest with Hazwan. Susan, Ros, Mike and Terry 

continued on to the area near the Botanical Gardens where they indulged in butterfly and bird photography, 

albeit with limited success. The forest dwellers saw our first Kinabalu Squirrel and a Maroon Woodpecker, which 

we’d heard previously but not seen. We all reunited at 10.45am, though not for long. After some snacks from the 

shop we split into two groups with some going by minibus with Hazwan to the park entrance. Lucy, Colin, 

Bevan and Susan walking with Terry along the road and encountered a good mixed species flock including 

Short-tailed Green Magpie, Checker-throated Woodpecker, Hair-crested Drongo and Bornean Whistling-

Thrush, the latter being a welcome relief for Bevan who’d failed to see the species till then. Lucy then spotted yet 

another species of squirrel, Giant Squirrel, which at around 80 centimetres is Borneo’s largest species. 
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Bornean Black-banded Squirrel, Kinabalu Park Rafflesia keithii, Poring Hot Springs 

 

After lunch, Lucy saw Plantain Squirrel at Zen Garden, our eighth squirrel species for the day, surely some kind 

of record. Then, at 3pm, Bevan, Colin, Lucy, Hazwan and Terry returned to the park, the others choosing to 

have the afternoon off. Heavy mist and light rain meant that we decided to once again traverse the Silau Silau 

trail as conditions higher up were even less favourable. Fortunately the rain stopped almost immediately and 

indeed blue sky appeared after a while. We flushed two Brown Wood Owls, which was quite unexpected. Then 

we came across Mountain Wren-Babbler, though Colin and Terry were somewhat confused by the Grey-

throated Babbler they first looked at, the two-bird theory in action rather than as an excuse. Other species seen 

on the walk included White-browed Shortwing, a couple of Bornean Mountain Ground Squirrels and good views 

of Short-tailed Green Magpie. We then said goodbye to Gunung Kinabalu and returned to Zen Garden. We had 

light rain after 5.30pm and then more substantial rain during the evening. 

Day 7 Thursday 1st October 

Zen Garden to Sepilok 

We departed Zen Garden after breakfast. It was a five hour drive to Sepilok, including a comfort break and 

lunch. The drive was very uneventful other than for Asian Palm Swifts at one stop. We arrived at Sepilok Nature 

Resort, our accommodation for two nights, just after 1pm. We checked in, refreshed and left the resort at 

3.30pm to drive to the nearby Rainforest Discovery Centre (RDC), where an extensive canopy walkway and 

series of towers provide views over an area of remnant emergent rainforest trees with a dense layer of secondary 

growth. There is also a series of trails through the forest; some paved, some with gravel, and other less well-

formed dirt tracks, though we confined ourselves to the canopy walk for this visit. We started slowly, with a 

female Plain Sunbird and a male Black-naped Monarch, the latter seen by only a few of us. Hazwan spotted a 

Keel-bellied Whip Snake clinging at eye height to a vertical trunk. Then we had great views of two Black-and-

yellow Broadbills at very close range, and female Lesser Green Leafbird. A tree immediately adjacent to the 

walkway was covered with abundant large blue fruit. In a short time we had a Giant Squirrel, two Prevost’s 

Squirrel and a female Black Hornbill in the tree, with the male hornbill lurking nearby. We had great fun, and 

wonderful photographic opportunities, watching the squirrels. Hazwan also located a Red Giant Flying Squirrel 

high in a Kompassia excelsa close by the walkway, its head and tail protruding from a tree hollow. We had come to 

RDC with anticipation of seeing this species glide at dusk. 

 

A Wallace’s Hawk-Eagle flew into an adjacent tree and a flock of Bushy-crested Hornbill came in to feed at the 

same fruiting tree. By this time quite a crowd had gathered to look for flying squirrels gliding from their daytime 
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roosts. A second squirrel was evident by now, in a different tree. They didn’t disappoint, both gliding to our 

delight. We then wandered back along the canopy walk, the whip snake still patiently in the same position. The 

species is known to eat flying lizards which move up and down the tree trunks. By now it was dark enough to 

spotlight so we descended and walked a trail back to the car park. We heard Barred Eagle Owl and spotlighted a 

possible civet before returning to the resort after 7pm for dinner. 

Day 8 Friday 2nd October 

Sepilok 

Tour participants had the option of a leisurely start, with breakfast anytime after 7am, however at 5.45am Terry 

was showing Colin a male Wreathed Hornbill perched high in a tree and visible from his bungalow. They met 

Bevan in the gardens and walked to the dining area, got coffee and sat looking out on the pond. A fig tree across 

the water still had sufficient fruit to attract seven Black and one Oriental Pied Hornbills, as well as Thick-billed 

Green Pigeon, an immature Blue-eared Barbet and some Asian Glossy Starlings. They also watched a pair of 

Rhinoceros Hornbills fly into a tree further back, clamber about for a while and then fly away, calling loudly. 

Swiftlets hawked above the pond and were joined by Silver-rumped Spinetails. An immature White-bellied Sea 

Eagle flew by, chased by a small flock of Slender-billed Crows. They then wandered around the gardens and saw 

quite a few species including Brown Barbet, Green Iora, Blue-eared Kingfisher, White-breasted Waterhen and 

Chestnut Munia. Colin later proudly showed off the Short-nosed Fruit Bats roosting on his back veranda. One 

had a very large youngster clinging to her. Everyone met for breakfast and then re-gathered at 8.30am for the 

five minute walk to the famous Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre (SORC). While we were waiting for the 

centre to open at 9am Hazwan found a White-fronted Falconet, arguably the world’s smallest diurnal raptor 

(slightly larger than a House Sparrow), perched high on a dead branch near the entrance to the SORC boardwalk. 

A Wrinkled Hornbill flew by, but views were quite poor. We entered the boardwalk, paused to disinfect our 

hands at the gate (orangutans and humans share some diseases) and proceeded towards the viewing platform. 

On the way we saw out first primates, Sunda Pig-tailed Macaques, in the surrounding forest. Colin spotted a 

single Long-tailed Macaque nearby. Demonstrating the species’ sedentary lifestyle, a large female Bornean Keeled 

Pit Viper was sitting in almost exactly the same spot as seen by Terry on 13th September when he had led the 

Naturetrek Borneo’s Orangutans tour. A flying lizard, Draco sp., posed nicely for us on a tree. 

 

We positioned ourselves on the viewing platform looking out towards the feeding platform. Just before the 

scheduled 10am feeding, two Bornean Orangutans made their way, via the ropes strung between trees, to the 

platform. An SORC staff member with fruit then joined them. The normal routine of watching orangutans feed 

was broken by the appearance of two more orangutans that came along the boardwalk into the crowd of on-

lookers. They proceeded to disrupt the whole activity, approaching people and even walking around on the 

platform. The SORC staff became quite agitated with those people who failed to keep their distance from these 

potentially dangerous animals, though this was very difficult given the crush. Terry and Hazwan led our group 

away the viewing platform. We subsequently learned that one of these animals had become quite aggressive and 

bitten a number of people, justifying our decision to move out of the way. We proceeded towards the nursery, 

with remarkably close views of another falconet on the way. The nursery is an air-conditioned building opened 

earlier this year. This cinema-like building provided tiered viewing through glass of an area with poles, ropes, nets 

and a feeding platform – a sort of gymnasium for orangutans. Here we watched a number of orangutans for a 

while, mostly swinging from ropes. During our return walk we had very close views of an extremely cooperative 

Hairy-backed Bulbul. 
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It was a hot, sometimes sunny, morning and everyone seemed keen to retire from the midday heat after lunch at 

a restaurant adjacent to the resort. In the afternoon we indulged in a variety of activities. Dean and Barbara went 

and looked at the Sun Bears at the Sun Bear Rehabilitation Centre (SBRC), which is also at SORC. At SBRC, 

which opened in 2014, you stand on a series of elevated platforms overlooking two large enclosures housing Sun 

Bears undergoing rehabilitation, having been rescued from illegal captivity. Susan returned for more feeding of 

orangutans. Mike and Ros also went to the SBRC, though earlier than Dean and Barbara, and were then picked 

up in the minibus by the rest of the group at 3.30pm to return to RDC. We saw Crimson Sunbird, Chestnut 

Munia, Greater Racket-tailed Drongo and Black Hornbills either on the road or the Kingfisher trail. We 

eventually wandered to the canopy walk where we saw a female Ruby-cheeked Sunbird.  

 

Later, five of us went spotlighting at SORC, starting at 6pm. We walked the boardwalk to the nursery where we 

watched two Red Giant Flying Squirrels glide from their roost trees. We saw another individual from the 

orangutan viewing platform. Also seen were three Bornean Keeled Pit Vipers, including the large female from 

this morning and two males. There is significant sexual dimorphism in this species, with the female growing to a 

much larger size and having a different pattern; the sexes appearing to the uninformed as separate species. We 

also saw a variety of invertebrates, including a beautiful phasmid (stick insect) in flight and perched, and two 

Lantern Bugs. There was a gecko attending one of the Lantern Bugs, possibly licking the sugary exudate of the 

bug. We saw two sleeping diurnal species; Bornean Angle-headed Dragon and a bright orange and purple ball 

that was a Rufous-backed (Oriental Dwarf) Kingfisher. But the undoubted highlight was the Slow Loris in a tree 

in the car park. The animal played little attention to us as it appeared to lick sap from a wound in a branch. 

Day 9 Saturday 3rd October 

Sepilok; Sukau Rainforest Lodge; Sungai Kinabatangan 

Bevan, Colin and Terry met for their usual pre-breakfast birdwatch at the resort. They watched Black and 

Oriental Pied Hornbills in the fig tree across the pond, and a pair of Rhinoceros Hornbills flew by. Also seen was 

Stork-billed Kingfisher and similar species to yesterday, such as Brown Barbet. A small Water Monitor swam by. 

By 6.30am they had been joined by Barbara and Lucy and, together with Hazwan, drove to RDC. Almost the 

entire stay was spent on the canopy walk, but before that a pair of Common Emerald Doves was watched 

foraging on the lawn. From the canopy walk we saw Red-throated Sunbird, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, Black-

winged Flycatcher-shrike, Chestnut-rumped Babbler, Streaked Bulbul, Common Hill Myna, Green Imperial 

Pigeon and a pair of perched Rhinoceros Hornbills, among other species. A Hooded Pitta called below us. We 

wandered back to the fruiting tree and had the most extraordinary views of the pair of Rhinoceros Hornbill at 

about three metres. There was a frenzy of photograph taking by us and even more so by a photographic group. 

It was a remarkable bit of wildlife watching. Eventually the group left this wonderful spectacle and returned to 

the resort, ate breakfast and met with the others. We then packed our possessions and left in the minibus for 

Sandakan where we lunched at the Sheraton Hotel before transferring to a nearby jetty where a motorboat 

awaited. 
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Giant Squirrel, Rainforest Discovery Centre, Sepilok 

 
Rhinoceros Hornbill, Rainforest Discovery Centre, Sepilok 

 

We travelled across the bay and through a series of mangrove-lined creeks to the mouth of the Sungai (River) 

Kinabatangan, and then upstream to our next base at Sukau Rainforest Lodge (SRL). The Kinabatangan is 

Sabah’s longest river, 560 kilometres long, and is partly protected by the 26,000 hectare Kinabatangan Wildlife 

Sanctuary. The boat trip was eventful, with close views of four Asian (Bornean Pygmy) Elephants, a few troops 

of Proboscis Monkeys, and a variety of birds such as Lesser Adjutant, Oriental Darter, Brahminy Kite, White-

bellied Sea Eagle and Whiskered Tern. The elephants were feeding at the water’s edge. We arrived at the lodge 

about 4pm and had an introductory briefing. At 4.45pm we went by boat downstream of the lodge to Sungai 

Menaggol, which flows into the Kinabatangan. We saw Proboscis Monkeys across the Kinabatangan from the 

lodge and in the Menaggol, which supports the highest known density of the species. Other species seen 

included Pig-tailed Macaque, Black-and-red Broadbill, Stork-billed and Blue-eared Kingfishers and Oriental Pied 

Hornbill. But the real stars were a very cooperative Hooded Pitta, which moved along the water’s edge, often in 

clear view, and a group of Smooth Otter that called constantly and moved in and out of the water. We returned 

to unpack properly and then had dinner at 7pm.  

After dinner most of us went spotlighting along the Menaggol. We saw sleeping Stork-billed and Blue-eared 

Kingfishers, a foraging sub-adult Black-crowned Night Heron and three Buffy Fish Owl. We also saw two very 

small Saltwater Crocodiles and a few Giant River Frogs, and an Oriental Bay Owl called. 

Day 10 Sunday 4th October 

Sukau Rainforest Lodge; Sungai Kinabatangan; Sungai Menaggol 

We had a 6am breakfast, departing by boat before 7am. A troop of Silvered Langur (Leaf Monkey) was moving 

from their roost site behind the dining area just before breakfast. There were a number of young animals 

including one orange youngster clinging to an adult. A Long-tailed Macaque also visited the dining area during 

breakfast, seemingly intent on stealing some un-used garbage bags until chased by staff - a very tidy monkey 

apparently. As we gathered on the jetty a pair of White-bellied Woodpeckers flew across the river and perched at 

the top of a dead tree. We went across in the boat for a closer view and then went downstream, again to the 

Menaggol. Unusually, we saw no monkeys along the creek but enjoyed excellent mammal sightings regardless, 

with a group of Bearded Pigs, admittedly somewhat obscured by vegetation, five Smooth Otters which gave us 

excellent views as they travelled along the bank, and our first wild Bornean Orangutan. The male orangutan 

(without flanges) was suffering from an eye injury, possibly inflicted during a territorial fight with another male. 

We watched him feed for a while before moving on. 
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But it was the birds that were truly remarkable. The more common species seen included Common Iora, Pink-

necked Green Pigeon, Green Imperial Pigeon, Long-tailed Parakeet, Black and Oriental Pied Hornbills, Black-

and-red Broadbill and Rufous Piculet. We also enjoyed great success with raptors, seeing a sub-adult White-

bellied Sea Eagle, Lesser and Grey-headed Fish Eagles (the latter seen poorly and mostly identified by call), Black 

Eagle, dark phase Changeable Hawk Eagle, a pair of Crested Goshawks and a Chinese Sparrowhawk. The latter, 

a very uncommon non-breeding migrant, was even a new species for Hazwan. The real highlight, however, was 

when the SRL pilot eased the boat into a very small creek with us in pursuit of a calling Red-naped Trogon. Not 

only did we see both male and female red-napes, but a male Diard’s Trogon was also present. But it was the 

Bornean Ground Cuckoo, which was perched and started calling, that was the most exciting sighting, especially 

when it walked across a log in plain view. This is an endemic and iconic species. After all this excitement we 

eventually returned to the lodge shortly after 10am, by which time it was quite hot in the sunny conditions. 

Nonetheless, both Colin and Lucy independently saw Black-capped Babbler on the boardwalk at the back of the 

lodge. 

Dean, Ros and Mike opted for an afternoon off and the rest of us left at 3pm to go back downstream on the 

Kinabatangan to look for elephants and hornbills, and whatever else we could find. We failed to find any 

elephants but we were very successful with hornbills, hearing Bushy-crested and seeing Rhinoceros, Oriental 

Pied, Black and our first White-crowned. Other birds seen included Bat Hawk, Lesser Adjutant, Purple Heron 

and Van Hasselt's Sunbird. We saw some Silvered Langur and one Proboscis Monkey but the highlight was three 

Bornean Orangutans found by Hazwan in an excellent piece of observation. We watched a mother and very 

young infant, which clung to her throughout, feeding in a fig tree next to the water. The other orangutan, which 

we saw poorly, left the tree when the adult female moved to it. 

Most of us went spotlighting at 8pm after dinner. We returned to the Menaggol, though not before seeing a three 

metre plus Saltwater Crocodile in front of the lodge. Another, much smaller, individual was waiting for us at the 

mouth of the creek. Once again we saw three Buffy Fish Owls and a number of frogs, some of which were Giant 

River Frogs. We had considerable excitement, and disappointment, with two mammal species. We found a 

Western Tarsier but it eluded most of us. Terry saw the animal initially but only saw eye shine (Payne et al. (1985) 

state they have no eye shine but in Terry’s experience, this is not correct). A couple of us saw it jump sideways 

before it disappeared. We also saw a Flat-headed Cat, which is always seen near water, swims readily and 

probably feeds mostly on fish. It is listed as Endangered by the International Union for Conservation of Nature 

(IUCN). Some of us saw it very well and others, unfortunately, quite poorly. The animal kept moving along the 

bank and was often obscured by vegetation. 

Day 11 Monday 5th October 

Sukau; Sungai Kinabatangan; Sungai Tennegang; Gomantong Caves 

Once again we had a 6am breakfast, departing by boat before 7am. This morning we headed upstream of the 

lodge on the Kinabatangan, cruising up to the Sungai Tennegang, a significantly larger tributary of the 

Kinabatangan than the Menaggol. Before departure we watched a large flock of Long-tailed Parakeets across the 

river from the lodge, and while some of us waited for the others, a pair of Wrinkled Hornbills flew across the 

river, causing chagrin for the absent keener birders or those simply trying to see all eight Bornean hornbill 

species. There was significant relief when upstream we saw a second pair, also in flight. We saw a pair of White-

fronted Falconet in a very large dead tree with Oriental Dollarbird, Common High Myna and Asian Glossy 
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Starling. The falconets were among seven raptor species for the morning, matching yesterday morning’s effort. 

The other species were Crested Serpent Eagle, Japanese Sparrowhawk, Crested Goshawk, Jerdon’s Baza, 

Wallace’s Hawk Eagle and Grey-headed Fish Eagle. The latter was a target species, which we saw very well, 

perched by the Tennegang. But the bird of the morning was probably the Storm’s Stork that we watched preen 

while perched high by the Kinabatangan. We also saw Proboscis Monkey and Long-tailed Macaque. 

 

When we returned to SRL we walked around the boardwalk. Birds were scarce, by now it was late morning, but 

we did see Buff-rumped Woodpecker and Rufous Piculet. We did surprisingly well for mammals with obscured 

views of a few Silvered Langur, ludicrously good views of a Diadem Roundleaf (Leaf-nosed) Bat, with attendant 

blood-filled mosquitos, roosting under the boardwalk canopy, and some had brief but close views of Malay 

Weasel. By now it was quite hot, with mostly blue skies.  

 

After lunch we drove to the famous Gua (Cave) Gomantong (its fame, in part, due to David Attenborough 

filmed sitting on an enormous pile of bat guano) after a short boat trip across the river to the waiting minibus. 

En route Gomantong we saw our first large Water Monitor. Once there, we made our way along a boardwalk 

through some forest before reaching the cave system. Gomantong provides roosting and breeding habitat for 

two million Wrinkle-lipped Bats, among another 12 bat species, which issue forth each evening in disjointed 

streams. Although still quite early, the bats had already begun flying from the cave. We watched Bat Hawk, 

Rufous-bellied Hawk Eagle, Brahminy Kite and Wallace’s Hawk Eagle hunting bats, before entering. In the cave 

itself we walked along a boardwalk, skirting around said guano, with long-legged centipedes (Scutigeromorphs) 

and thousands of cockroaches, and with swiftlets flying around the cave entrances and thousands of bats clinging 

to the walls or wheeling high above us. The cave is well known for the harvesting of swiftlet nests for the 

production of soup, both Edible-nest and Black-nest Swiftlets. Unfortunately, the swiftlets had finishing 

breeding and their nests had already been harvested. Once we’d completed the cave circuit we made our way 

back to the road. A very tame Crested Serpent Eagle posed on a light post and, on the drive out, we watched a 

Red Giant Flying Squirrel glide across the road. 

 

At 8pm, after dinner, most of us went spotlighting once more to the Menaggol, hoping to obtain better views for 

some of Flat-headed Cat. We started with the usual small Saltwater Crocodile at the mouth of the creek. Then we 

saw a Large Flying Fox hanging in a tree with abundant blossom. This fruit and nectar eating species has the 

entirely erroneous specific name of vampyrus. Next was a large Mangrove (Yellow-ringed Cat) Snake on the bank. 

This beautiful animal climbed up a vine, presenting great views. Once again we saw three Buffy Fish Owls. We 

found two mammal species, Malay Civet and Small-toothed Palm Civet, both of which we saw very well. The 

Malay Civet wandered along the bank and the sub-adult small-tooth was in low over-hanging vegetation. We got 

to within a few metres of this animal. We saw more Giant River Frogs and one Dark-eared Frog. 
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Bornean Orangutan, Sungai Kinabatangan 

 
Diadem Roundleaf Bat, Sukau Rainforest Lodge 

 

Day 12 Tuesday 6th October 

Sukau Rainforest Lodge; Lahad Datu; Borneo Rainforest Lodge, Danum Valley 

Some of us enjoyed a walk along the lodge boardwalk at 6am, having excellent views of Black-and-crimson 

(Black-crowned) Pitta as well as Chestnut-winged and Ferruginous Babblers, Rufous-winged Philentoma and 

Prevost’s, Plain Pygmy and Plantain Squirrels. After breakfast we all transferred to Lahad Datu, about a two hour 

drive. Lunch was taken at a Chinese restaurant and we then called in to the offices of the Borneo Rainforest 

Lodge (BRL) at Danum Valley to complete some paperwork, before transferring to two minibuses and driving to 

the lodge. BRL is in the Danum Valley Conservation Area, 438 square kilometres of mostly lowland primary 

rainforest and one of the most important conservation areas in the Old World tropics. The two and a half hour 

drive was largely uneventful other than for three elephants and a number of Bearded Pigs. The elephants moved 

away quickly but were an exciting sighting nonetheless. At BRL we were greeted by the charming lodge staff, 

given our rooms and met our BRL guide Theo, who would be with us for the duration of our stay. After we’d 

settled in, we walked the Nature trail, a boardwalk near the lodge, and saw a pair of Rufous-winged Philentoma, a 

female Asian Paradise Flycatcher, and Grey-cheeked and Buff-vented Bulbuls. Other species around the lodge 

included a Whiskered Myotis (a micro-bat) roosting in a furled ginger leaf, a very small Red-sided Keelback (a 

snake) in the frog pond, Bushy-crested Hornbill and a Bearded Pig sow and five young on the lawns in front of 

the dining room. There had been some light rain en route and more in the late afternoon at the lodge but 

Danum Valley was unusually dry. 

 

At 8.30pm, after dinner, most of us embarked on a night drive with Theo standing behind the cabin with a 

spotlight as we sat in the back of an open truck. The trip was relatively unproductive with just three very distant 

flying squirrels seen. One was a Red Giant Flying Squirrel, with another animal in the same tree likely to be the 

same species. The third animal was Thomas’s Flying Squirrel. The night drive finished with a detour to the staff 

quarters where we saw the resident Brown Wood Owl perched on a pole. After returning to the lodge Lucy, 

Colin and Terry walked the Nature trail, and at the frog pond, which was almost dry, found two File-eared Frogs 

and a Red-sided Keelback, a bigger individual to the afternoon’s animal. They finished with a Greater Mouse-

deer lurking in the forest near the lodge. 
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Day 13 Wednesday 7th October 

Borneo Rainforest Lodge, Danum Valley 

During breakfast, from the dining room veranda, we saw White-crowned Shama and a female Yellow-rumped 

Flowerpecker, before departing at 6.30am to walk along the road to the canopy walk. We meandered along the 

road with the group gradually getting further apart as people moved at different speeds, facilitated by the 

presence of three guides. Before we left the lodge environs we all had excellent views of Short-tailed Babbler. 

Birds seen during the early part of the walk included Large-billed (Sunda) Blue Flycatcher, Rufous-tailed and 

Dark-necked Tailorbirds, Maroon Woodpecker, Moustached and Chestnut-winged Babblers, Chestnut-backed 

Scimitar Babbler, Bold-striped Tit-Babbler and Chestnut-breasted and Raffle’s Malkohas. Those moving more 

quickly continued on to the canopy walk after watching a flock of Bushy-crested Hornbills. The others were 

rewarded for their patience with Black-bellied Malkoha, Red-throated Barbet and Pale Blue Flycatcher. They 

then found a fruiting tree that was particularly productive, with Black Magpie, Asian Fairy-Bluebird, Gold-

whiskered Barbet and the rarely seen Black-and-white Bulbul. This caused some chagrin subsequently among the 

more impatient types. 

 

From the canopy walk we saw Green Imperial Pigeon, Thick-billed Green Pigeon, Wreathed Hornbill and Green 

Iora. A Crested Goshawk flew by in a stoop into a fruiting tree, which caused the pigeons to scatter. By now we 

were all reunited and we crossed the walkway to the road, where we turned to return to the lodge. A male Red-

naped Trogon sat nicely for us and then three Crested Jays appeared, calling loudly. We walked past a fruiting fig 

tree with lots of bird activity though most were seen just as silhouettes. A pair of Rhinoceros Hornbills flew into 

the tree as we watched. Bird activity started to die down in the hot, sunny conditions. Lucy had gone on ahead 

somewhat and called out from in the forest. She had found a troop of Maroon Langur (Red Leaf Monkey) and 

had followed them for better views. As Theo was in the forest with her, a Helmeted Hornbill flew in and 

perched, and the group all had telescope views at quite close range, including Lucy who emerged in time. This 

completed the set of all eight Bornean hornbills for the tour. We arrived back at the lodge at 11am, by which 

time we were all happy to shower and have a break. 

 

After lunch, at 3.30pm Theo, Hazwan, Bevan, Susan, Colin, Lucy and Terry went onto the Sapa Loop trail along 

the river, before turning back to the road and crossing onto the Hornbill trail. We then came back to the road 

near the lodge via the Tangki trail. The others rested and wandered about the lodge environs. It rained briefly at 

the beginning of the walk and initially we sheltered near our accommodation before entering the forest. A Lesser 

Fish Eagle flew upstream as we waited. Once in the forest we found two White-crowned Forktails and a Bearded 

Pig sow with large young in a creek, and a Low’s Squirrel moving on logs and on the ground just in front of us. 

Further on we saw three Finsch’s Bulbuls. Once out on the road we saw a perched and very noisy Black 

Hornbill. We re-entered the forest to see Brown Fulvetta, Yellow-bellied Bulbul, and another Helmeted Hornbill 

which landed in plain view in a large tree, below the canopy. We encountered a small troop of Maroon Langur, 

which typically ignored us but provided only mediocre photographic opportunities. Hazwan, Bevan and Colin 

saw a female Blue-headed Pitta cross the Hornbill track, though only Hazwan saw it well. It was threatening to 

rain, with much thunder, as we headed back but the rain didn’t start until we reached the lodge. 

 

At 6.30pm, the rain having cleared, Theo, Hazwan, Mike, Ros, Lucy, Colin and Terry went spotlighting along the 

road on foot. We called in at the frog pond, where staff had cleared most of the vegetation and water was being 

pumped in due to the recent dry conditions. No keelbacks were evident but we did see a File-eared Frog and a 
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Dark-eared Tree Frog. Other than a few sleeping birds we had seen nothing else until Theo plunged into the 

forest. He’d found a Western Tarsier. There was no apparent reason for his sudden deviation until we were told 

that he’d smelled the animal! While we looked at it with delight, the truck full of lodge guests on a night drive 

pulled up. On our way back to the lodge we passed three more groups of guides and guests on their way to see it 

(alerted by radio), such is the pulling power of this fantastic animal. The tarsier was typically clinging to a vertical 

stem, allowing close approach. This species has the largest eyes in proportion to body size of any mammal. 

Day 14 Thursday 8th October 

Borneo Rainforest Lodge, Danum Valley 

We left at 6.30am after breakfast and drove to the canopy walk entrance. There we watched the fruiting tree that 

had been so productive yesterday. Activity levels were high almost immediately with male Jambu Fruit-dove, 

Banded Broadbill, Black-and-white Bulbul, a pair of Diard’s Trogon, male Scarlet-rumped Trogon and female 

Asian Fairy-bluebird, among others. Part of our plan for the morning was to check the nearby fruiting fig tree for 

gibbons and other frugivores and after a while we were successful, with a pair of Bornean Gibbon high in the fig 

tree. The birds were abandoned and we all had good, if distant, views which culminated in watching them jump 

across the road and swing off into the forest. After the gibbon’s departure we went onto the canopy walk, with a 

Black-capped Babbler in the forest at the base of the stairs. From the canopy walk we saw a Rhinoceros Hornbill 

in the fig tree as well as Wreathed Hornbill, male Asian Fairy-bluebird and Wallace’s Hawk Eagle. Once back on 

the road we saw Fiery Minivet, a male Orange-backed Woodpecker and the Rhinoceros Hornbill again, which 

perched in plain view and then flew to land above us, offering good photographic opportunities in flight. 

 

From the road we turned onto the Hornbill trail and returned to the lodge through the forest where species seen 

included Blue-headed Pitta, Green Broadbill, a pair of Maroon-breasted Philentoma, male Diard’s Trogon, 

Checker-throated Woodpecker and Slender Squirrel. During lunch Colin spotted a Short-tailed Mongoose, which 

moved quickly through the gardens below the veranda. It started to rain at about 1.30pm, with strong winds 

beforehand that brought down many small branches and flattened ginger plants around the lodge. Heavy at 

times, the rain eased sufficiently that Theo, Hazwan, Colin, Lucy, Bevan and Terry continued with the planned 

walk on the Jacuzzi Loop trail in search of Chestnut-naped Forktail. It was very dark in the forest and began to 

rain lightly after a while. After crossing two streams we reached the Jacuzzi pool, which was formerly a favoured 

swimming hole below a cascade. Unfortunately a landslip had filled in the pool and even carried away the 

changing shed. The targeted forktail was waiting for us on the cascade. By now it was raining more heavily so we 

didn’t dawdle other than stopping for a male Large-billed Blue Flycatcher on the return leg. 

 

At 6.45pm we all went for a night drive. This was a much more successful trip and we saw seven flying squirrels, 

Malay and Common Palm Civets, Greater Mouse-deer, Brown Wood Owl and Reticulated Python. The squirrels 

consisted of one unidentified animal and two each of Red Giant, Thomas’s and Black Flying Squirrels. The latter 

were in the fruiting tree at the entrance to the canopy walk. The Common Palm Civet was on the road and was 

seen reasonably well as it moved into the forest beside the truck. The Reticulated Python was a good size, about 

four metres long, and heavily built. It was stretched across the road, allowing Terry to pace out its length. We 

then all went to dinner, where another Brown Wood Owl sat in a tree off the veranda. After dinner most of us 

went to the frog pond, which had been topped up by rain. Nonetheless we saw about six Harlequin Tree Frogs, a 

‘flying’ frog species, four File-eared Frogs and a Red-sided Keelback. The latter specialises in eating frogs, 

tadpoles and frog eggs.  
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Day 15 Friday 9th October 

Borneo Rainforest Lodge, Danum Valley 

We started the day with breakfast at 6am before most of us were driven along the road to the perimeter of the 

conservation area. We stopped along the way at the fruiting tree at the canopy walk entrance but saw only a 

subset of yesterday’s species. The light was still quite poor, in part due to heavy mist. We did watch a troop of 

Maroon Langur for a while before moving on. Theo dropped us at the turn around point and drove the vehicle 

back along the road. He then walked back to meet us as we walked slowly towards the lodge. Along we road we 

saw Tiger Shrike, Raffle’s Malkoha, Greater Racket-tailed Drongo (with rackets), Scarlet-rumped Trogon, 

Changeable Hawk Eagle, four or more Wreathed Hornbills and Green Iora, and we heard Short-toed Coucal, 

which even Hazwan has never seen. Bevan and Colin also saw a Yellow-throated Marten quickly cross the road 

as the rest of us faced the wrong way. Our walk brought us to the canopy walk, which we took. From there we 

saw Dark-throated Oriole, Spectacled Spiderhunter, Sooty-capped and Rufous-crowned Babblers and Maroon-

breasted Philentoma. By the time we returned to the road, activity levels were low and the only notable species 

we saw on the way back to the lodge was Chestnut-backed Scimitar Babbler. 

 

After lunch, most of us walked the Danum trail along the river. It was a quiet walk in very humid conditions, 

even by Danum Valley standards. Birds seen included a male Asian Paradise Flycatcher, Chestnut-rumped and 

Moustached Babblers, Bornean Blue Flycatcher, a pair of Rufous-winged Philentoma and Chestnut-backed 

Scimitar Babbler, which was new for Bevan as all earlier sightings had eluded him. We came out on the shore of 

the river where Theo pointed out a tree used at times as a sleeping site by gibbons. He also gave a few of us a 

brief gibbon life history description. We walked back to the Nature trail and out onto the road, where two male 

Crested Firebacks walked across the road and into the forest. Theo had smelt a tarsier on the Nature trail early in 

the walk so we planned a spotlight there for tonight.  

 

Most of us went spotlighting at 6.30pm. Initially we walked the Nature trail searching for said tarsier. We failed 

with that species but saw a Malaysian Colugo, which was seen by everyone, to varying degrees of satisfaction. It 

glided from the tree though foliage which meant we saw only the very initial part of the glide. The Malaysian 

Colugo is an exceptionally strange animal, with only one close relative, the Philippine Colugo, the two species 

making up their own Order, Dermoptera. Their tail is enclosed by their patagium (gliding membrane), unlike 

flying squirrels with a free tail. 

 

  
Harlequin Tree Frog, Borneo Rainforest Lodge 

 
Red-sided Keelback, Borneo Rainforest Lodge 
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Next we found a sleeping Malaysian Blue Flycatcher. We then left the Nature trail and moved down to the staff 

quarters, without any real success. Once back into the forest, Theo showed us a tarantula next to its tree hole 

home. Then we wandered down to the river and saw a Barred Eagle Owl perched on a post. We were expecting 

Buffy Fish Owl, so an eagle owl was a pleasant surprise. We continued on to the lodge and through to the garden 

and viewing platform. Theo had received a radio call that a Sambar was present but we missed it by a few 

minutes. We did see an immature Rufous Night-Heron, which Lucy had photographed earlier in the day, and 

two Buffy Fish Owls screeched from rocks in the river. We then stopped for dinner, during which we had a 

torrential downpour that continued for some time. 

Day 16 Saturday 10th October 

Borneo Rainforest Lodge, Danum Valley 

At 6.30am, post-breakfast, most of us set forth on the Segama trail, crossing the Sungai Danum on a suspension 

bridge. Before that we had enjoyed a nice array of sightings around the lodge, including during breakfast. These 

included Streaky-breasted (Bornean) Spiderhunter, Blue-throated Bee-eater, Pied Fantail, Whiskered Treeswift, 

Plain Pygmy, Prevost’s and Giant Squirrels, and a troop of Maroon Langur. Activity levels were comparatively 

low on the Segama trail, which follows the river. We did see Black-capped Babbler, Spotted Fantail, Rufous-

winged Philentoma, Moustached Babbler and Banded Bay Cuckoo, as well as troops of Maroon Langur and 

Long-tailed Macaque. We crossed back over the river on a second bridge and headed back towards the lodge on 

the Sapa Loop and Sapa Babandil trails. Here we saw a Striped Wren-Babbler and also encountered another 

troop of Maroon Langur. Other species seen on the walk included Maroon-breasted Philentoma, Diard’s 

Trogon, White-bellied Erpornis, Chestnut-rumped and Chestnut-winged Babblers and Giant Squirrel. Back at 

the lodge some of us watched Maroon Langurs drinking from a roadside puddle. They then sat in nearby trees, 

one animal posing particularly well. 

  

At 3.30pm Lucy, Colin and Bevan joined Theo, Hazwan and Terry for a walk to the fruiting tree at the entrance 

to the canopy walk. Unfortunately rain curtailed this expedition, though not before two Dusky Broadbills were 

seen near the lodge buildings. We adjourned to the lodge for shelter and abandoned the plan after 4pm. We 

watched the lodge gardens for a while, from the ground and the dining room veranda, seeing Lesser Fish Eagle, 

Orange-bellied Flowerpecker and Rufous-tailed Tailorbird, among others. At 4.30pm Colin, Lucy and Terry 

walked the Nature trail and were rewarded with good, sustained views of a Horse-tailed Squirrel, a species 

previously only seen by Terry. We emerged on the road to the pair of male Crested Firebacks, which provided 

good photographic opportunities.  

 

At 6.45pm most of us went for a night drive. It was raining lightly when we began. Our first animal was a 

Moonrat, a strange-looking white insectivore. This was only the second one Theo had seen in five years of 

guiding at BRL. Next we saw a Red Giant Flying Squirrel. It was quite low and provided our best views of this 

common species. The rain became more earnest and we turned around early. By the time we reached the lodge 

the rain had eased somewhat so we turned into the staff quarters. There we saw the Brown Wood Owl on its 

favourite perch, and had excellent views of a Greater Mouse-deer sitting in the forest. Terry brought a Marbled 

Tree Toad he’d found to dinner to show those interested. Afterwards Lucy and Colin helped Terry photograph 

the toad. We then walked around the Nature trail where we saw two Sambar; a hind and large youngster. 

Unfortunately they were in heavy undergrowth and Lucy failed to see them before they moved quickly from 

view. Colin had only obscured views. 
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Day 17 Sunday 11th October 

Borneo Rainforest Lodge; en route to Kota Kinabalu via Lahad Datu 

 

Barbara, Colin, Bevan and Lucy joined Hazwan, Theo and Terry for a 5am walk to the canopy walk for the dawn 

chorus. Hazwan spotted a Bornean Palm Pit Viper on a vine near the lodge, a remarkable piece of observation in 

the torchlight. Further along the road we found a colugo, hanging from a branch rather than clinging to the tree 

trunk. It was reddish, a colour form that is unusual. Upon arrival, we all climbed up onto one of the platforms 

and listened to the chorus as the sky grew lighter, though we didn’t see the dawn as such due to the heavy mist. 

Initially the chorus was dominated by gibbons and Bushy-crested Hornbills, but as they quietened the small birds 

took over. Visibility was limited but we did see Grey-headed Canary Flycatcher, Scarlet Minivet and an Asian 

Fairy-bluebird. We saw Black-bellied Malkoha and Malaysian Blue Flycatcher on the way back to the lodge, 

where breakfast and packing awaited. 

 

We left the lodge in three vehicles between 9.15am and 9.30am. Barbara was feeling unwell so the lodge 

provided a separate vehicle for her and her husband. Species seen during the drive to Lahad Datu included 

Bearded Pig, Crested Serpent Eagle, Changeable Hawk Eagle, White-crowned Forktail and Water Monitor. We 

ate our packed lunches at Lahad Datu airport and left for Kota Kinabalu (KK) at 1.20pm, slightly ahead of 

schedule. Upon arrival we transferred to the Dreamtel Hotel. There was no scheduled activity for the afternoon 

and we either wandered about KK or stayed in our rooms. Dinner was at the Dreamtel. 

Day 18 Monday 12th October 

Kota Kinabalu; Kuala Penyu: Pulau Tiga 

We departed from KK at 7am for a two hour drive to Kuala Penyu, where a motorboat was waiting to transport 

us to Pulau Tiga, the main island of Pulau Tiga (National) Park. Barbara was still feeling somewhat unwell and 

she and Dean stayed in KK. The drive south was through mostly modified land, including some rice paddies. En 

route we saw a typical assemblage of open country birds. The only species new for the tour was a non-breeding 

pond heron seen in flight. Based on known abundance and its apparent white tips to the primaries it was 

probably Javan Pond Heron. While waiting on the jetty at Kuala Penyu for our boat we watched a few common 

coastal species such as Common Sandpiper and Brahminy Kite, and Hazwan spotted some large micro-bats 

roosting under the jetty’s roof. Subsequent perusal of photographs showed them to be Long-winged Tomb Bats, 

a species known to roost in bright places. The 30 minute boat trip was uneventful, on a calm ocean. We checked 

into our rooms after an induction as to the workings of Pulau Tiga Resort. Some of us snuck in a bit of birding 

before lunch and we wandered about the lodge area and down to a coastal lagoon, and through the national park 

grounds after lunch. Birds seen on the island throughout the day included Tabon Scrubfowl, Pied Imperial 

Pigeon, Grey-streaked and Asian Brown Flycatchers, Black Eagle, Blue Rock Thrush, Brown Shrike, Chestnut-

cheeked Starling, Oriental Pied Hornbill, Grey Wagtail, Brown-throated Sunbird and both grey and white phase 

Pacific Reef-Egrets.  

 

The Tabon Scrubfowl was tending its mound just behind the beach and gave us close views. We also 

subsequently saw a Water Monitor digging in an adjacent mound in search of eggs. We saw three or more 

Chestnut-cheeked Starlings in a flock of Asian Glossy Starlings. The pair of Black Eagles that we saw soaring 

over forest behind the lagoon was quite a surprise. Most of us wandered into the forest during the afternoon, 
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walking up to a mud volcano, a pool of mud with occasional bubbles of escaping gas, mostly methane. More 

violent outbursts also occur, spraying the vegetation with mud. The forest was very quiet, other than for a 

seemingly endless supply of Long-tailed Macaques, but we did see a pair of Mangrove Blue Flycatcher on the 

way back. Most of us went spotlighting after dinner, mostly around the buildings. We saw a large Smith’s Giant 

(Barking) Gecko, sleeping Long-tailed Macaques and Oriental Pied Hornbills, a lot of rats, many of which, if not 

all, were probably Polynesian Rat Rattus exulans and, to our surprise, two very large crabs in the forest. 

Day 19 Monday 13th October 

Pulau Tiga; Pulau Kalampunian Damit; return to Kota Kinabalu 

At 5.45am Bevan and Terry met for some birding, but it started to rain and continued until breakfast at 7.30am 

so they had to be content with watching from the dining area. We did manage some birding after breakfast with 

a subset of yesterday’s birds plus a female Malaysian Plover. There was a dead Hawksbill Turtle on the beach, 

tangled in rope and being scavenged by Water Monitors, which are a common and conspicuous species on the 

island.  

At 9am we all climbed into a boat and went to Pulau Kalampunian Damit (also known as Pulau Ular or Snake 

Island), a 15 minute cruise on a calm sea. Pulau Kalampunian Damit is a tiny rocky island, heavily vegetated. The 

copious quantities of whitewash indicate that many seabirds roost there. We saw two more Malaysian Plovers, 

including a male, Common Sandpiper, Striated Heron and White-bellied Sea Eagle. We also saw plenty of 

Yellow-lipped Sea Krait, a very toxic but very placid sea snake that shelters under rocks and in logs during the 

day. Unlike ‘true’ sea snakes, subfamily Hydrophiinae which produce live young in the water, sea kraits lay eggs 

on land. Upon our return to the resort Colin, Bevan and Terry walked to the lagoon seeing Plantain Squirrel, 

Dark-sided and Asian Brown Flycatchers, Oriental Magpie Robin, Brown-throated Sunbird and our target 

species, Mangrove Whistler. 

After lunch we returned to Kuala Penyu, with a strong breeze making for a rougher trip, with occasional spray 

until we were close enough to be sheltered by the mainland. We saw a number of terns, mostly unidentified due 

to the movement of the boat, but we did see a small flock of Common Tern and at least one Gull-billed Tern. 

The only bird of note on the return bus trip to KK was Striated Grassbird, two of which were seen perched on 

wires. We did stop at briefly at Lok Kawi beach on the outskirts of Kota Kinabalu but waders were in short 

supply, with just a few Pacific Golden and Kentish Plovers. Again we dined and slept at the Dreamtel Hotel, 

reuniting with Dean and Barbara, who was feeling well again. 

Day 20 Tuesday 14th October 

Kota Kinabalu; Crocker Range; Kuala Lumpur 

Most of us went to the Crocker Range on our last morning in Borneo. We left the hotel at 5.30am with a packed 

breakfast to make the most of the morning for our birding around Tambunan. Our first stop was a waterfall 

along the road. Due to a lack of trails most of our time was spent along the road. We started with Grey-headed 

Canary-Flycatcher and White-browed Shrike Babbler, but quickly moved on to a target species thanks to 

Hazwan’s local knowledge and fine observational skills. He found a pair of beautiful Long-tailed Broadbills, 

having first seen a nest, and then saw a Whitehead’s Spiderhunter, which caused some frantic searching of the 
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canopy by everyone else. After this excitement we wandered back along the road, seeing what was possibly a 

second pair of broadbills as well as Bornean Bulbul, Bornean Leafbird, Grey-breasted (Bornean) Spiderhunter, 

Bornean Forktail, Little Cuckoo-Dove and Ashy Drongo, among others. 

We called in at the Rafflesia Centre, known for Rafflesia pricei, though unfortunately none were in flower. Here we 

saw our first Sunda Cuckoo-shrike as well as Black-sided Flowerpecker, Bornean Treepie and Brown Barbet. 

From there we drove up to a power substation, with some change in the vegetation with the slight increase in 

altitude. Here Mike and Ros did get to see some Nepenthes (pitcher plants), after the disappointment of the 

closure of the road to Mesilau in Kinabalu Park. We also birded along the road and saw Grey-throated Babbler, a 

female Snowy-browed Flycatcher, Bornean Whistler and Yellow-breasted Warbler. Then we went to a local 

restaurant for an early lunch before driving back down to KK. As we had some time up our sleeve, we detoured 

to a known nesting site for Rufous and Black-crowned Night Herons in a suburban street next to a school. Also 

present was a pair of Sunda (Brown-capped) Pygmy Woodpeckers, our last addition to the tour species list.  

We returned to the Dreamtel where we met with Lucy, Dean and Barbara. There we said goodbye to Bevan, 

Susan, Mike and Ros, all of whom were staying on in KK for one of more nights. The rest of us went to the 

airport with Hazwan, who was flying back to Sandakan. At Kuala Lumpur, Terry said goodbye to the group 

before collecting his luggage for an overnight stay in Kuala Lumpur before returning to Australia. Everyone else 

transferred to their flight to London. 

Day 21 Wednesday 15th October 

Return to London 

The remaining group members arrived back in the UK where another Naturetrek adventure came to an end. 

Summary & Highlights 

As with any longer tour, at times there were some less than ideal conditions. The closure of the road to Mesilau 

due to an earlier earthquake meant the loss of a whole day’s planned activity during the Kinabalu Park 

component of the trip. This was replaced by an additional day near the park headquarters. A number of walking 

trails were closed for the same reason. We were also subject to some heavy smoke haze early in the trip, which 

affected visibility. The comparatively dry conditions meant we saw very few frog species but did result in very 

little lost field time, which was a bonus. Reptiles seen included some iconic species: flying lizards, a big 

Reticulated Python (the world’s longest snake species) and two species of pit viper. We saw 29 Bornean endemic 

bird species, or as many as 33 depending on the taxonomy you choose to follow. We were very successful with 

raptors, seeing 15 species, as well as all eight Bornean hornbills. Among the passerines, standout families were 

our seven broadbill and three pitta species. Other notable species were Rufous-collared and Banded Kingfishers, 

with Bornean Ground Cuckoo arguably the bird of the tour. We also excelled with mammals, between us seeing 

a remarkable 48 species, including 12 endemic to Borneo, as well as a few other animals only identified to genus 

level. This included 16 species of squirrel and more spectacular or charismatic species such as Asian (Bornean 

Pygmy) Elephant, Western Tarsier, Slow Loris, Malaysian Colugo, Eastern Bornean Grey Gibbon, Flat-headed 

Cat, Malay Weasel and Smooth Otter. And we had some excellent and sustained viewing of wild Bornean 

Orangutan. It was a trip full of very memorable wildlife moments. 
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Species Lists 

Gunung (Mount) Kinabalu includes the area around the park headquarters, extending down to Zen Garden. Sukau includes Gua Gomantong (Cave) and the Sungai Kinabatangan and 
its tributaries. Danum Valley includes Borneo Rainforest Lodge and the DV Conservation Area. Pulau Tiga includes Pulau Ular (Snake Island) and the boat trip to and from Kuala 
Penyu. Kota Kinabalu includes immediate surrounds. Species seen but not listed for a location were seen in transit. Species seen only by leaders Terry Reis (TR) and/or Hazwan 
Usman (HU) are noted as such in the comments. 
 

Mammals S = seen; H = heard only; E = Endemic; names in brackets indicate superseded names from A field guide to the mammals of Borneo (Payne et al. 1985). A new edition 

of this book was due out earlier this year but has been delayed. The nomenclature is expected to have changed for a number of  the species listed below. No one participant saw all 
these species. 
 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Gunung 
Kinabalu  

Poring Sepilok Sukau 
Danum 
Valley 

Pulau 
Tiga 

Crocker 
Range 

Kota 
Kinabalu 

Comments 

Moonrat Echinosorex gymnurus - - - - S - - - 
One seen on night drive at Borneo Rainforest Lodge 
(BRL).  

Mountain Treeshrew Tupaia montana S - - - - - - - 
Seen several times on Gunung Kinabalu at Kinabalu 
Park headquarters (KP HQ).  

Large Treeshrew  Tupaia tana - - - S - - - - 
One seen from boardwalk at Sukau Rainforest Lodge 
(SRL). 

Lesser/Slender 
Treeshrew 

Tupaia minor/gracilis - S - - - - - - 
One seen at Poring Hot Springs (PHS). Unable to 
distinguish reliably without measurements. 

Short-nosed Fruit Bat Cyanopterus brachyotis - - S - - S - - 

Some were roosting under the verandas of two of our 
bungalows at Sepilok Nature Resort (SNR). Five were 
roosting on two bungalows at Pulau Tiga Resort 
(PTR).  

Mega-bat species 
Megachiropteran 
species 

- - - S - - - - 
Mega-bats were seen high in Gua Gomantong. Cave 
Nectar Bat Eonycteris spelaea is known to roost in the 
cave. 

Large Flying Fox  Pteropus vampyrus - - - S - - - - 
One seen during spotlighting along the Sungai 
Menaggol. 

Diadem Leaf-nosed 
(Roundleaf) Bat 

Hipposideros diadema  - - - S - - - - One seen roosting along boardwalk at SRL. 

Wrinkle-lipped (Free-
tailed) Bat 

Tadarida plicata 
(Chaerephon plicatus) 

- - - S - - - - 
100,000s (presumably) seen flying from Gua 
Gomantong. 

Long-winged Tomb Bat Taphozous longimanus - - - - - - - - 
Half a dozen or more seen roosting on the jetty at 
Kuala Penyu.  

Horseshoe Bat species Rhinolophus sp. - - - S  - - - Many seen in Gua Gomantong. 

Whiskered Myotis Myotis muricola - - - - S - - - One or more seen in furled ginger leaves at BRL. 

Malaysian Colugo 
Cynocephalus 
variegatus 

- - - - S - - - 
One seen on Nature trail at night at BRL. One seen 
while spotlighting the road at BRL pre-dawn. 

Western Tarsier Tarsius bancanus - - - S S - - - 
One spotlighted on the Menaggol. One spotlighted 
along the road at BRL. 

Bornean (Sunda) Slow 
Loris 

Nycticebus menagensis 
(coucang) 

- - S - - - - - 
One spotlighted at Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation 
Centre (SORC). 

Maroon Langur E Presbytis rubicunda - - - - S - - - Common at BRL. 
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Common Name Scientific Name 
Gunung 
Kinabalu  

Poring Sepilok Sukau 
Danum 
Valley 

Pulau 
Tiga 

Crocker 
Range 

Kota 
Kinabalu 

Comments 

Silvered Langur 
Trachypithecus cristatus 
(Presbytis cristata) 

- - - S - - - - 
Troop seen at SRL. Troop seen along Sungai 
Kinabatangan. 

Proboscis Monkey E Nasalis larvatus - - - S - - - - Common on the Kinabatangan and tributaries.  

Long-tailed Macaque Macaca fascicularis - - S S S S - - 

Seen at SORC. Common on the Kinabatangan and 
tributaries. Seen at SRL. Seen at BRL around the 
lodge and on the Segama and Sapa Babandil trails. 
Very common on Pulau Tiga. 

Sunda Pig-tailed 
Macaque 

Macaca nemestrina - - S S - - - - 
Seen at SORC. Troops seen on the Kinabatangan and 
Menaggol. 

East Bornean Grey 
Gibbon E 

Hylobates funereus 
(muelleri) 

- - H H S - - - 

Heard at SNR and RDC (Rainforest Discovery Centre, 
Sepilok). Heard along the Kinabatangan and 
Menaggol. A pair seen along the road at BRL. One 
seen from lodge at BRL. 

Bornean Orangutan E Pongo pygmaeus - - S S H - - - 

Animals in the process of rehabilitation seen at SORC. 
One wild male seen on the Menaggol. Mother and 
young seen along Kinabatangan. Unsexed animal 
seen on Kinabatangan. Male heard from canopy walk 
at BRL.  

Giant Squirrel 
Ratufa affinis 
sandakanensis 

S S S - S - - - 
Seen once at KP HQ. One seen at PHS, RDC and 
SORC. Seen on the Sapa Babandil trail and at the 
lodge at BRL. 

Kinabalu Squirrel E Callosciurus baluensis S - - - - - - - One seen on Mempening trail, KP HQ. 

Prevost’s Squirrel 
Callosciurus prevostii 
pluto 

- S S S S - - - Common in lowlands. 

Bornean Black-banded 
Squirrel E 

Callosciurus orestes S - - - - - - - 
Common at Timpohon Gate and along the road, KP 
HQ. 

Plantain Squirrel Callosciurus notatus S S S S S S - - Common in lowlands and also seen at Zen Garden. 

Ear-spot Squirrel E Callosciurus adamsi S - - - - - - - 
Pair seen at Fairy Gardens Restaurant. Pair seen at 
Zen Garden. 

Horse-tailed Squirrel Sundasciurus hippurus - - - - S - - - Singles seen on the Tangki and Nature trails at BRL. 

Low’s Squirrel Sundasciurus lowi - - - - S - - - One seen on Sapa Loop trail at BRL. 

Slender Squirrel Sundasciurus tenuis - - - - S - - - 

One seen on the Hornbill trail at BRL. Payne et al. 
(1985) states that Slender Squirrel doesn’t occur but 
the most morphologically similar species only occur 
above 600 metres above sea level. TR is familiar with 
this species elsewhere. 

Jentink’s Squirrel E Sundasciurus jentinki S - - - - - S - 
Common along road, KP HQ. One seen at Tambunan, 
Crocker Range. 

Bornean Mountain 
Ground Squirrel E 

Dremomys everetti S - - - - - - - 
Common on Silau Silau trail and seen near Timpohon 
Gate, KP HQ. 

Whitehead’s Pygmy 
Squirrel E 

Exilisciurus whiteheadi S - - - - - - - Seen three times along road, KP HQ. 

Plain Pygmy Squirrel E Exilisciurus exilis - S S S S - - - 
Fairly common in lowlands. Often seen on 
infrastructure such as the boardwalk at SRL and the 
lodge walkways at BRL. 
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Common Name Scientific Name 
Gunung 
Kinabalu  

Poring Sepilok Sukau 
Danum 
Valley 

Pulau 
Tiga 

Crocker 
Range 

Kota 
Kinabalu 

Comments 

Black Flying Squirrel Aeronys tephromelas - - - - S -  - Two seen during night drive at BRL.  

Red Giant Flying 
Squirrel 

Petaurista petaurista - - S S S - - - 
Two seen at dusk at RDC. Three seen spotlighting at 
SORC. Two seen at Gomantong during day/late 
afternoon. Common on night drives at BRL. 

Thomas’s Flying Squirrel 
E 

Aeronys thomasi - - - - S - - - 
One seen during night drive at BRL. One seen during 
spotlighting at the lodge at BRL. 

Rat species Muridae  - - - S - - - - 
One seen along the Menaggol. Based on size and 
colour probably a spiny rat Maxomys species, most 
likely Red Spiny Rat M. surifer. 

Rat species Rattus sp. - - - S - S - - 
Six or more seen in Gua Gomantong. Probably Rattus 
rattus. Very common on Pulau Tiga. Most were 
probably Polynesian Rat Rattus exulans. 

Yellow-throated Marten Martes flavigula - - - - S - - - One seen crossing the road at BRL. 

Malay Weasel Mustela nudipes - - - S - - - - One seen at SRL. 

Teledu (Sunda Stink 
Badger) 

Mydaus javanensis - - - S - - - - 
One seen during spotlighting along the Menaggol 
(seen only by TR). 

Smooth-coated 
(Smooth) Otter 

Lutrogale perspicillata - - - S - - - - 
Three or more seen along the Menaggol one day and 
five seen the next.  

Malay Civet Viverra tangalunga - - - S S - - - 
One seen during spotlighting along the Menaggol. One 
seen on night drive at BRL. 

Small-toothed Palm 
Civet 

Arctogalidia trivirgata - - - S - - - - One seen during spotlighting along the Menaggol. 

Common Palm Civet 
Paradoxurus 
hermaphroditus 

- - - - S - - - One seen during night drive at BRL. 

Short-tailed Mongoose Herpestes brachyurus - - - - S - - - One seen in the garden at BRL. 

Flat-headed Cat Prionailusus planiceps - - - S - - - - One seen during spotlighting along the Menaggol. 

Asian Elephant Elephas maximus - - - S - - - - 
Four seen on the Kinabatangan en route to SRL. 
Three seen en route to BRL. 

Bearded Pig Sus barbatus - - - S S - - - 
Several seen along the Menaggol. Common en route 
to BRL. Female and five young seen in gardens at 
BRL. Seen regularly at BRL. 

Greater Indo-Malayan 
Chevrotain (Mouse-deer) 

Tragulus napu - - - - S - - - Seen a few times at BRL near the lodge. 

Sambar Cervus unicolor - - - - S -  - Hind and large fawn seen on Nature trail at BRL. 
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Birds S = seen; H = heard only; E = Endemic; I = Introduced; The nomenclature follows A field guide to the birds of Borneo (Myers 2010), names in brackets indicate substantial differences in 

common names for the most likely alternative guide Phillipps’ field guide to the Birds of Borneo: Sabah, Sarawak, Brunei and Kalimantan (Phillipps & Phillipps 2014). No one person saw all these 

species. Not all species heard only during the trip are listed below, including species such as ubiquitous barbets. Only notable species and/or species brought to the attention of participants are included.  

 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Gunung 
Kinabalu   

Poring Sepilok Sukau 
Danum 
Valley 

Pulau 
Tiga 

Crocker 
Range 

Kota 
Kinabalu 

Comments 

Tabon Scrubfowl (Philippine 
Megapode) 

Megapodius cumingii - - - - - S - - One seen on Pulau Tiga, tending its mound. 

Red-breasted Partridge E Arborophila hyperythra H - - - - - - - 
Heard from Timpohon Gate and in forest, Kinabalu 
Park Headquarters (KP HQ). 

Chestnut-necklaced 
Partridge (Bornean 
Necklaced E) 

Arborophila charltonii 
(graydoni) 

- - - H - - - - Heard along Sungai Menaggol.  

Crimson-headed Partridge E 
Haematortyx 
sanguiniceps 

S - - - - - - - 
Seen on the Kiau View, Silau Silau and Mempening 
trails at KP HQ. 

(Bornean E) Crested 
Fireback 

Lophura ignita - - - - S - - - 
Pair of males seen in the lodge gardens and near the 
Nature trail at Borneo Rainforest Lodge (BRL). 

Great Argus Argusianus argus - - - - H - - - Heard occasionally at BRL. 

Storm’s Stork Ciconia stormi - - - S - - - - One seen on the Sungai Kinabatangan. 

Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus - - - S - - - - Two pairs seen along the Kinabatangan. 

Cinnamon Bittern 
Ixobrychus 
cinnamomeus 

- - - - - - - S One seen in Kota Kinabalu (KK). 

Little (Striated) Heron Butorides striata - - - S - S - - 
One seen along the Kinabatangan. Two seen on Pulau 
Ular. 

Rufous (Nankeen) Night 
Heron 

Nycticorax caledonicus - - - - S - - S 
One immature seen on the Sungai Danum at BRL. 
Several seen nesting in KK. 

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax - - - S - - - S 
One seen along the Kinabatangan. Several seen 
nesting in KK. 

pond heron species Ardeola sp. - - - - - - - - 
One non-breeding bird seen in flight during drive to 
Kuala Penyu. Most likely Javan Pond Heron. 

Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus  - - - S S S - S 
Seen on outskirts of KK. Seen near Sukau. Eight seen 
at BRL around the lodge and along the Danum. 
Common on Pulau Tiga. 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea - - - S - - - - Reasonably common along the Kinabatangan.  

Great Egret Ardea alba - - - - S - - S 
Seen in and around KK. One seen on the Danum at 
BRL. 

Intermediate Egret Mesophoyx intermedia - - S - S - - S 
Seen on outskirts of KK. One seen at Sepilok Nature 
Resort (SNR). One seen on the Danum at BRL. 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta - - - S S - - S 
Seen in KK. Common on the Kinabatangan. Two seen 
on the Danum at BRL. 

Pacific Reef-Egret Egretta sacra - - - - - S - S Common on Pulau Tiga. Seen in KK and Sandakan. 

Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster - - - S S - - - 
Several seen along the Kinabatangan and its 
tributaries. One seen in the Sungai Danum at BRL. 

White-fronted (Bornean) 
Falconet E 

Microhierax latifrons - - S S - - - - 
Seen three times at Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation 
Centre (SORC). Pair seen on the Kinabatangan. 
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Common Name Scientific Name 
Gunung 
Kinabalu   

Poring Sepilok Sukau 
Danum 
Valley 

Pulau 
Tiga 

Crocker 
Range 

Kota 
Kinabalu 

Comments 

Jerdon’s Baza Aviceda jerdoni - - - S - - - - One seen along the Kinabatangan. 

Bat Hawk Macheiramphus alcinus - - - S - - - - 
Two seen along the Kinabatangan. One or more seen 
at Gua Gomantong. 

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus - - - S - S - S 
Common along the Kinabatangan and the coast. Seen 
at Gomantong. Seen on Pulau Tiga. Seen in KK. 

White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster - - S S - S - S 
Immature seen at SNR. Several seen along the 
Kinabatangan en route to SRL. One seen along the 
Menaggol. Seen on Pulau Ular. Seen in KK. 

Grey-headed Fish Eagle Haliaeetus ichthyaetus - - - S - - - - 
Single birds seen along the Menaggol and 
Kinabatangan. 

Lesser Fish Eagle Ichthyophaga humilis - - - S S - - - 
One seen twice on the Menaggol. Seen regularly at 
BRL along the Danum. 

Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela - - - S S - - - Common around Sukau including at Gomantong. 

Mountain (Kinabalu) Serpent 
Eagle E 

Spilornis kinabaluensis H - - - - - - - Heard at KP HQ. 

Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus - - - S S - - - 
Pair seen along the Menaggol. One seen from the 
canopy walk at BRL. 

Chinese Sparrowhawk 
(Goshawk) 

Accipiter soloensis - - - S - - - - One seen soaring over the Menaggol. 

Japanese Sparrowhawk Accipiter gularis - - - S - - - - One seen flying over Sungai Tennegang. 

Black Eagle Ictinaetus malayensis - - - S - S - - 
One seen flying over the Menaggol. Very surprisingly, 
two seen on Pulau Tiga. 

Changeable Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus S - - S S - - - 
Dark phase bird seen soaring near KP HQ. Dark 
phase bird seen flying above the Menaggol. One seen 
perched along the road at BRL. 

Wallace’s Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus nanus - - S S S - - - 
Common. Seen from canopy walk at RDC. Breeding 
pair at SRL. Seen on the Kinabatangan, at Gomantong 
and from the canopy walk and along the road at BRL. 

Rufous-bellied Hawk-Eagle Lophotriorchis kienerii - - - S - - - - One seen at Gomantong. 

White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus S - S S - - - - 
One seen twice near Zen Garden. Seen at SNR. One 
seen during drive to Gomantong and several seen en 
route to Kuala Penyu. 

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva - - - - - - - S Two seen on outskirts of KK. 

Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus - - - - - - - S Three seen on outskirts of KK. 

Malaysian Plover Charadrius peronii - - - - - S - - 
One female seen at Pulau Tiga Resort (PTR). Pair 
seen on Pulau Ular. 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos - - S S - S - - 
Seen at SNR and RDC. Several seen on the 
Kinabatangan. Common at PTR. Seen on Pulau Ular. 

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica - - - - - S - - 
At least one seen on boat trip from Pulau Tiga to Kuala 
Penyu. 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo - - - - - S - - 
At least three seen on boat trip from Pulau Tiga to 
Kuala Penyu. 

Whiskered Tern Childonias hybrida - - - S - - - - Common along the Kinabatangan. 
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Common Name Scientific Name 
Gunung 
Kinabalu   

Poring Sepilok Sukau 
Danum 
Valley 

Pulau 
Tiga 

Crocker 
Range 

Kota 
Kinabalu 

Comments 

Rock Dove I Columba livia - - - - - - - S Common in towns. 

Little Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia ruficeps S - - - - - S - 
Pair seen at Fairy Garden restaurant. Heard often and 
seen occasionally at KP HQ. Several seen at 
Tambunan, Crocker Range. 

Spotted (-necked) Dove Streptopelia chinensis - - H - - - - S Seen in transit in disturbed and built-up areas. 

Common Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica S S S - - - - - 
One seen along road at KP HQ, an unusually high 
record. Seen at PHS and RDC. One seen during drive 
to BRL. 

Zebra Dove I Geopelia striata S - S - - - - S Seen in towns and disturbed areas. 

Little Green Pigeon Treron olax - - - S - - - - 
Small flock seen on the Menaggol. Seen along the 
Kinabatangan. 

Pink-necked Green Pigeon Treron vernans - - - S - - S - Three seen along Sungai Menaggol. Seen at PTR. 

Thick-billed Green Pigeon Treron curvirostra - - S - S - - - 
Pairs seen at SNR. Seen along road and from canopy 
walk at BRL. 

Green Imperial-Pigeon Ducula aenea - - S S S - - S 
Common at the RDC and seen along the Menaggol 
and Kinabatangan. Seen at BRL. Seen in KK. 

Mountain Imperial-Pigeon Ducula badia S - - - - - S - 
One seen in flight along road, KP HQ. Seen at 
Tambunan and during drive from Crocker Range to 
KK. 

Blue-rumped Parrot Psittinus cyanurus - - S - S - - - 
Flock seen in flight at RDC. Seen several times along 
the road at BRL. 

Long-tailed Parakeet Psittacula longicauda - - - S - - - - Seen along the Kinabatangan and Menaggol.  

Indian Cuckoo Cuculus micropterus - - - S H - - - One seen in flight along the Kinabatangan. 

Violet Cuckoo 
Chrysococcyx 
xanthorhynchus 

- - - S - - - - One seen in flight along the Menaggol. 

Banded Bay Cuckoo Cacomantis sonneratii - - - - S - - - One seen on the Segama trail at BRL. 

Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus - - - - S - - - One seen in gardens at BRL. 

Bornean Ground Cuckoo E Carpococcyx radiceus - - - S - - - - One seen along the Menaggol. 

Black-bellied Malkoha Rhopodytes diardi - - - - S - - - Seen along road at BRL. 

Red-billed Malkoha Zanclostomus javanicus - - - H - - - - Heard along the Menaggol 

Raffles’s Malkoha Rhinortha chlorophaeus - S - - S - - - 
One seen at PHS. Seen along road at BRL. Seen from 
canopy walk and along the road at BRL. 

Chestnut-breasted Malkoha 
Zanclostomus 
curvirostris 

- - - - S - - - Seen along road at BRL. 

Short-toed Coucal Centropus rectunguis - - - - H - - - Heard along road at BRL. 

Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis - - S - - - - - Seen at SNR. Seen on the drive to BRL. 

Lesser Coucal Centropus bengalensis H - - - - - - - Heard at Zen Garden. 

Oriental Bay Owl Phodilus badius - - - H - - - - Heard along the Menaggol. 

Barred Eagle-Owl Bubo sumatranus - - H - S - - - 
Heard at RDC. One seen along the Danum at night at 
BRL. Heard on the Nature trail at BRL. 
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Buffy Fish Owl Ketupa ketupu - - - S S - - - 
Three seen along the Menaggol on each of three night 
cruises. Pair seen on the Danum at BRL.  

Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica S - - - S - - - 
Pair flushed during day on Silau Silau trail, KP HQ. 
Seen a number of times at staff quarters and in the 
lodge gardens at BRL. 

Brown Boobook (Hawk-Owl) Ninox scutulata - - H - - - - - Two heard at SNR. Two heard at SORC. 

Glossy Swiftlet Collocalia esculenta S S S S S S S S 
Nesting at Fairy Gardens restaurant near KP HQ, 
along the Kinabatangan and at Gomantong. Common 
throughout. 

Bornean Swiftlet E Collocalia dodgei S - - - - - - - Several seen near nesting site along road at KP HQ. 

Mossy-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus salangana - - - - - - - - 
Probably seen at Gomantong, and elsewhere. No 
positive identification. 

Black-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus maximus - - - - - - - - 
Presumably seen throughout, particularly at 
Gomantong. No positive identification. 

Edible-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus fuciphaga - - - - - - - - 
Presumably seen throughout, particularly at 
Gomantong. No positive identification. 

Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis - - - - - - - - Flock seen en route to Sepilok from Zen Garden. 

Silver-rumped Spinetail 
Rhaphidura 
leucopygialis 

- - S - S - - - 
Seen at Sepilok Nature Resort (SNR). Seen along the 
Danum at BRL. 

Grey-rumped Treeswift Hemiprocne longipennis - - - - S - - - Seen a few times at BRL, including at the lodge. 

Whiskered Treeswift Hemiprocne comata - - - - S - - - Reasonably common at BRL, including at the lodge. 

Red-naped Trogon Harpactes kasumba - - - S S - - - 
Pair seen along the Menaggol. Male seen along road 
at BRL. 

Diard’s Trogon Harpactes diardii - - - S S - - - 
A male seen along the Menaggol. A pair seen along 
the road at BRL. Singles seen on the Hornbill and 
Sapa Babandil trails at BRL. 

Whitehead’s Trogon E Harpactes whiteheadi S - - - - - - - Male along road, KP HQ. 

Scarlet-rumped Trogon Harpactes duvaucelii - - - - S - - - Single males seen twice along the road at BRL. 

Oriental Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis - - S S - S - - 
Seen at SORC. Common along the Kinabatangan and 
its tributaries. Seen at PTR.  

Rufous-collared (Chestnut-
collared) Kingfisher 

Actenoides concretus - S - - - - - - Female seen at PHS. 

(Bornean) Banded 
Kingfisher 

Lacedo pulchella 
(melanops) 

- S - - - - - - Female seen at PHS.  

Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis - - S S S - - - 
Seen at SNR. Seen on the Kinabatangan and its 
tributaries. Seen on the Danum at BRL. 

Collared Kingfisher Todiramphus chloris - - - - - - - - 
Singles seen in mangroves near Sandakan and Kuala 
Penyu (seen only by TR). 

Rufous-backed (Oriental 
Dwarf) Kingfisher 

Ceyx rufidorsa  - - S S S - - - 
One seen during spotlighting at SORC. Seen twice 
along the Menaggol. Seen several times along road at 
BRL, mostly near the Nature trail. 

Blue-banded Kingfisher Alcedo euryzona - S - - - - - - One seen at PHS (seen only by HU).  

Blue-eared Kingfisher Alcedo meninting - - S S - - - - One seen at SNR. Common on the Menaggol and 



Mount Kinabalu & the Rainforests of Borneo  Tour Report 

 

 

8  © Naturetrek     September-November 15 
 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Gunung 
Kinabalu   

Poring Sepilok Sukau 
Danum 
Valley 

Pulau 
Tiga 

Crocker 
Range 

Kota 
Kinabalu 

Comments 

Kinabatangan. 

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis - - S S - - - - One seen at SNR. One seen along the Kinabatangan. 

Blue-throated Bee-eater Merops viridis - - S S S - - - Fairly common in lowlands. 

Bushy-crested Hornbill Anorrhinus galeritus - - S S S - - - 
Flock seen at RDC. Seen along the Kinabatangan. 
Seen at BRL. 

Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris - - S S - S - - 
Seen at SNR. Common on the Kinabatangan and 
tributaries. Commonly seen on Pulau Tiga. 

Black Hornbill 
Anthracoceros 
malayanus 

- - S S S - - - 
Common in lowland forest. Seen at SNR and RDC. 
Seen along the Menaggol. Fairly common at BRL. 

Rhinoceros Hornbill Buceros rhinoceros - - S S S - - - 
Seen at SNR and RDC. Seen along the Kinabatangan. 
Common at BRL. 

Helmeted Hornbill Rhinoplax vigil - - - - S - - - 
Singles seen along the road and on the Hornbill trail at 
BRL. Heard regularly. 

White-crowned Hornbill Berenicornis comatus - - - S - - - - Pair seen along the Kinabatangan. 

Wrinkled Hornbill Aceros corrugatus - - S S - - - - 
Seen at SORC. Pair seen at SRL and a pair seen 
upstream on the Kinabatangan. 

Wreathed Hornbill Rhyticeros undulatus - - S - S - - - One male seen at SNR. Seen fairly often at BRL. 

Gold-whiskered Barbet Megalaima chrysopogon - S - - S - - - One seen at PHS. Seen along the road at BRL. 

Red-throated Barbet 
Megalaima 
mystacophanos 

- - - - S - - - Seen a few times along the road at BRL. 

Golden-naped Barbet E Megalaima pulcherrima S - - - - - H - Common at KP HQ, mostly heard. 

Blue-eared Barbet 
Megalaima australis 
duvaucelii 

- H S H H - - - A few seen at SNR. 

Brown Barbet Caloramphus fuliginosus - - S S S - S - 
One or more seen at SNR. Seen on the Menaggol. 
Seen along the road at BRL. One seen at the Rafflesia 
Centre, Crocker Range. 

Rufous Piculet Sasia abnormis - - - S S - - - 
Seen on the Menaggol. Seen from canopy walk and 
along the road at BRL. 

Sunda Pygmy Woodpecker 
Dendrocopos 
moluccensis 
 

- - - - - - - S Pair seen in KK. 

White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis - - - S - - - - Pair seen along the Kinabatangan.  

Banded Woodpecker 
Chrysophlegma 
miniaceum 

- - - H - - - - Heard along the Menaggol. 

Checker-throated 
Woodpecker 

Chrysophlegma mentale S - - - S - - - 
Single birds seen twice along road at KP HQ. One 
seen along Hornbill trail at BRL. 

Maroon Woodpecker Blythipicus rubiginosus S - - - S - - - 
Seen on Mempening trail at KP HQ. Seen along road 
and on the Sapa Babandil trail at BRL. 

Orange-backed Woodpecker Reinwardtipicus validus - S - - S - - - One seen at PHS. One seen along the road at BRL. 

Buff-rumped Woodpecker Meiglyptes tristis - - - S S - - - 
Seen at SRL from the boardwalk. One seen along the 
road at BRL. 

Buff-necked Woodpecker Meiglyptes tukki - S - S - - - - Seen at PHS. Pair seen along the Sungai Tennegang. 



Mount Kinabalu & the Rainforests of Borneo Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     September October 15 9 
 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Gunung 
Kinabalu   

Poring Sepilok Sukau 
Danum 
Valley 

Pulau 
Tiga 

Crocker 
Range 

Kota 
Kinabalu 

Comments 

Green Broadbill Calyptomena viridis - - - - S - - - One seen along the Hornbill trail at BRL. 

Whitehead’s Broadbill E Calyptomena whiteheadi - S - - - - - - One seen along road, KP HQ. 

Long-tailed Broadbill Psarisomus dalhousiae - - - - -  S - Two pairs seen at Tambunan. 

Dusky Broadbill Corydon sumatranus - - - - S - - - Two birds seen at the lodge at BRL. 

Black-and-red Broadbill 
Cymbirhynchus 
macrorhynchos 

- - - S - - - - 
Pairs seen along the Menaggol. One seen along the 
Kinabatangan. 

Banded Broadbill Eurylaimus javanicus - H - - S - - - Seen along the road at BRL. 

Black-and-yellow Broadbill Eurylaimus ochromalus - S S H S - - - 
Common. Seen at PHS. Seen from canopy walk at 
RDC. Seen along the road at BRL. Heard often. 

Hooded Pitta Pitta sordida - - H S - - - - 
Heard at RDC. One seen on the Menaggol, heard 
there often.  

Blue-headed Pitta E Pitta baudii - - - - S - - - Seen twice on Hornbill trail at BRL. 

Black-and-crimson (Black-
headed) Pitta E 

Pitta ussheri - - - S H - - - Seen from boardwalk at SRL. Heard regularly at BRL. 

White-browed (Blyth’s) 
Shrike-babbler 

Pteruthius aeralatus 
(flaviscapis) 

S - - - - - S - 
Seen twice along road at KP HQ. One seen at 
Tambunan. 

White-bellied Erpornis Erpornis zantholeuca - S - - S - - - 
One seen at PHS. One seen on the Sapa Babandil 
trail. 

Bornean Whistler E 
Pachycephala 
hypoxantha 

S - - - - - S - 
Common at KP HQ. Seen at power substation on 
Crocker Range. 

Sunda Cuckooshrike Coracina larvata - - - - - - S - One seen at Rafflesia Centre, Crocker Range. 

Fiery Minivet Pericrocotus igneus - - - - S - - - Two or more seen along the road at BRL. 

Grey-chinned Minivet Pericrocotus solaris S - - - - - S - Common at KP HQ. Seen at Tambunan. 

Dark-throated Oriole Oriolus xanthonotus - - - H S - - - 
Heard along the Menaggol. Seen a couple of times at 
BRL, including from the canopy walk. 

Black-winged Flycatcher-
shrike 

Hemipus hirundinaceus - - S S - - - - 
Seen at RDC. Seen along the Menaggol. Seen at 
SRL. 

Rufous-winged Philentoma Philentoma pyrhoptera - - S S S - - - 
One seen at RDC. Seen at SRL. Seen on Nature and 
Segama trails at BRL.  

Maroon-breasted 
Philentoma 

Philentoma velatum - - - - S - - - 
Pair seen on Hornbill trail at BRL. One seen from 
canopy walk at BRL. 

White-breasted 
Woodswallow 

Artamus leucorynchus S - - S - - - S 
One seen at Zen Garden. Seen at KP HQ. Seen along 
the Kinabatangan and at Lahad Datu. Seen in KK and 
in open country to the south. 

Common Iora Aegithina tiphia - - S S - - - S Seen at SNR. Seen along the Menaggol. Seen in KK. 

Green Iora Aegithina viridissima - - S - S - - - 
Seen at RDC. Seen from canopy walk and along the 
road at BRL. 

White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis S - - - - - S - Common at KP HQ. Seen at Tambunan. 

Pied Fantail Rhipidura javanica - S S S S - - - Common in the lowlands. 

Spotted Fantail Rhipidura perlata - - - - S - - - Seen on the Segama trail at BRL. 

Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea - - S S S - - - Seen from canopy walk at RDC. Seen along the 
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Menaggol and at Gomantong. Seen at BRL. 

Asian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi - - - - S - - - Singles seen on Nature and Danum trails at BRL.  

Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus S - - - - - S - 
Pair seen at Timpohon Gate at KP HQ. Several seen 
at Tambunan and Rafflesia Centre. 

Greater Racket-tailed 
Drongo 

Dicrurus paradiseus - - S - S - - - Seen at RDC. Seen along road at BRL. 

Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus S - - - - - - - Seen twice along road, KP HQ. 

Slender-billed Crow Corvus enca - - S S S - - - Common in lowlands. 

House Crow I Corvus splendens - - - - - - - S Seen in KK. 

Short-tailed (Bornean E) 
Green Magpie 

Cissa thalassina 
(jefferyi) 

S - - - - - - - Reasonably common at KP HQ. 

(Bornean) Black Magpie E 
Platysmurus (aterrimus) 
leucopterus 

- - - - S - - - Small flock seen along road at BRL. 

Crested Jay 
Platylophus 
galericulatus 

- - - - S - - - Seen twice along road at BRL. 

Bornean Treepie E Dendrocitta cinerascens S - - - - - S - Fairly common at KP HQ. Seen at Rafflesia Centre. 

Tiger Shrike Lanius tigrinus - - - - S - - - One seen along road at BRL. 

Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus - - - - - S - - Seen several times at PTR. 

Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach S - - S - - - - 

One seen twice near Zen Garden. One seen during 
drive to Gomantong. These sightings are inconsistent 
with Myers (2010) but Phillipps & Phillipps (2014) note 
its recent occurrence in eastern Sabah. 

Plain Sunbird Anthreptes simplex - - S - S - - - 
Seen from canopy walk at RDC. Seen along the road 
and in lodge gardens at BRL. 

Brown-throated Sunbird Anthreptes malacensis - - S - - S - - Seen at SNR. Common on Pulau Tiga.  

Red-throated Sunbird Anthreptes rhodolaemus - - S - - - - - One male seen at RDC. 

Ruby-cheeked Sunbird Chalcoparia singalensis - - S S S - - - 
Seen at RDC. Seen along the Menaggol. Seen on the 
river along the Danum trail at BRL. 

Van Hasselt’s Sunbird Leptocoma sperata - - - S - - - - One male seen along the Kinabatangan. 

Olive-backed Sunbird Cinnyris jugularis S - - - - - - - Several seen at Zen Garden and at Fairy Gardens. 

Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja - - S S S - - - 
Seen at RDC. Seen along the Menaggol. Seen along 
the road and in the lodge gardens at BRL. 

Temminck’s Sunbird Aethopyga temminckii S - - - - - S - 
Males seen at park entrance and along road, KP HQ. 
Seen at Tambunan. 

Purple-naped Sunbird 
Hypogramma 
hypogrammicum 

- - - S - - - - Seen from canopy walk at SRL.  

Streaky-breasted (Bornean 
E) Spiderhunter 

Arachnothera everetti 
(affinis) 

- - - - S - S - 
Seen at the lodge at BRL. One seen at Tambunan, 
towards the altitudinal limit of the species. 

Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostra - S S - S - - - Seen at PHS and SNR. Common at BRL. 

Spectacled Spiderhunter Arachnothera flavigaster - - S - S - - - Seen at RDC. Seen from canopy walk at BRL. 
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Whitehead’s Spiderhunter E Arachnothera juliae - - - - - - S - One seen at Tambunan. 

Yellow-breasted 
Flowerpecker 

Prionochilus maculatus - - - - S - - - Seen along road at BRL. 

Yellow-rumped 
Flowerpecker E 

Prionochilus 
xanthopygius 

- S - S S - - - 
Female seen at PHS. Female seen along the 
Menaggol. Seen in lodge gardens at BRL. 

Orange-bellied Flowerpecker Dicaeum trigonostigma - S S - S - - - 
One male seen at PHS. Seen at RDC. Seen along the 
road and in the lodge gardens at BRL. 

Black-sided (Bornean) 
Flowerpecker E 

Dicaeum monticolum S - - - - - S - 
Male seen at park entrance, KP HQ. Male seen at 
Rafflesia Centre, Crocker Range. 

Greater Green Leafbird Chloropsis sonnerati - S S - S - - - One seen at PHS and RDC. Seen along road at BRL. 

Lesser Green Leafbird Chloropsis cyanopogon - - S - S - - - 
Seen from canopy walk at RDC. Seen along the road 
at BRL. 

Bornean Leafbird E 
Chloropsis 
kinabaluensis 

- - - - - - S - Several seen at Tambunan. 

Asian Fairy-bluebird Irena puella - - - - S - - - 
Seen along the road at BRL. Seen from the canopy 
walk at BRL. 

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis - - S - S - - - Seen at RDC. Seen along the road at BRL. 

Dusky Munia E Lonchura fuscans - S S S S - - - 
Common in clearings at Poring. Seen at RDC. Seen at 
SRL. Seen in gardens and along the road and river at 
BRL. 

Chestnut Munia Lonchura atricapilla - - S - - - - - Seen at SNR and RDC. 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus S S S S S - - S 
Common in disturbed areas and towns. Seen in lodge 
gardens at BRL. 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea S - - - S S S - 
Seen at Zen Garden several times. Seen twice at KP 
HQ. Seen along the river at BRL. Seen at PTR. 
Common on Crocker Range. 

Javan Myna I Acridotheres javanicus - - S S - - - - 

Seen in Sandakan, along the Menaggol and near 
Lahad Datu. Supposedly not found in Sabah according 
to Myers (2010) but established at Sepilok in 2004 
(Phillipps & Phillipps 2014). 

Asian Glossy Starling Aplonis panayensis - - S S - S - S 
Seen at SNR. Seen along the Kinabatangan. Seen in 
Lahad Datu. Common on Pulau Tiga. Seen in KK. 

Chestnut-cheeked Starling Agropsar philippinsis - - - - - S - - 
Three or more seen in a flock of Asian Glossy Starling 
at PTR. 

Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa - - S S S - - - 
Seen at SNR. Seen along the Kinabatangan. Seen 
along road at BRL. 

Fruit-hunter E Chlamydochaera jefferyi H - - - - - - - One heard at Timpohon Gate, KP HQ. 

Bornean Whistling-Thrush E Myophonus borneensis S - - - - - - - Common at KP HQ, mostly seen along road. 

Blue Rock-Thrush Monticola solitarius - - - - - S - - At least two birds seen at PTR and nearby. 

White-browed Shortwing Brachypteryx montana S - - - - - - - 
Pair seen along road at KP HQ. Seen more than once 
on Silau Silau trail, KP HQ.  

Siberian Blue Robin Luscinia cyane - - - - S -  - Seen on Jacuzzi loop at BRL (only seen by Theo). 

Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis S - S S S S - - Common at Zen Garden. Seen at SNR. Seen en route 
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to Gomantong. Seen in lodge gardens at BRL. Seen at 
PTR.  

White-crowned Shama E Copsychus stricklandii - S - S S - - - 
Seen at PHS. Seen at Gomantong. Seen in the lodge 
gardens at BRL. 

Rufous-tailed Shama Trichixos pyrropygus - - - - S - - - One seen along road at BRL (seen only by TR). 

Chestnut-naped Forktail Enicurus ruficapillus - - - - S - - - One seen at Jacuzzi Pool at BRL. 

White-crowned Forktail Enicurus leschenaulti - - - - S - - - 
Pair seen on Sapa Loop trail at BRL. Two seen along 
the road at BRL. 

Bornean Forktail E Enicurus borneensis S - - - - - S - 
One or more pairs along stream on Silau Silau Trail 
and young bird seen along road at KP HQ. Seen at 
Tambunan. 

Pale Blue Flycatcher Cyornis unicolor - - - - S - - - One seen along the road at BRL. 

Malaysian Blue Flycatcher Cyornis turcosus - - - - S - - - 
One seen asleep on Nature trail and one during the 
day along the road at BRL.  

Bornean Blue Flycatcher E Cyornis superbus - - - - S -  - One seen on the Danum trail at BRL. 

Large-billed (Sunda) Blue 
Flycatcher 

Cyornis caerulatus - - - - S - - - 
One seen along road at BRL. One seen on the Jacuzzi 
trail at BRL. 

Mangrove Blue Flycatcher Cyornis rufigastra - - - - - S - - Pair seen along Mud Volcano trail on Pulau Tiga. 

Indigo Flycatcher Eumyias indigo S - - - - - - - Common at KP HQ. 

Snowy-browed Flycatcher Ficedula hyperythra S - - - - - S - 
Common at KP HQ. Female seen at power substation, 
Crocker Range. 

Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula westermanni S - - - - - S - Several seen at KP HQ. Seen at Tambunan. 

Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa latirostris - - - - S S - - Seen along the road at BRL. Seen on Pulau Tiga. 

Grey-streaked Flycatcher Muscicapa griseisticta - - - - - S - - One sub-adult seen at PTR. 

Dark-sided Flycatcher Muscicapa sibirica - - - - S S - - Seen twice at the lodge at BRL. Seen at PTR. 

Jungle Flycatcher species Rhinomyias sp. - S - - - - - - 
One seen at PHS, seen only by Susan who 
photographed the bird. Either Fulvous-chested or 
Grey-chested Jungle Flycatcher. 

Eye-browed Jungle 
Flycatcher E 

Rhinomyias gularis S - - - - - - - Seen twice at KP HQ. 

Grey-headed Canary-
flycatcher 

Culicicapa ceylonensis S - - - - - S - One seen at KP HQ. Seen at Tambunan. 

Scaly-breasted Bulbul Pycnonotus squamatus - S - - - - - - One seen poorly at PHS (seen well only by HU). 

Black-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus atriceps - S - - S - - - Two seen at PHS. Seen along the road at BRL. 

Bornean Bulbul E Pycnonotus montis - - - - - - S - Small flocks seen twice at Tambunan. 

Black-and-white Bulbul 
Pycnonotus 
melanoleucos  

- - - - S - - - One or two seen along the road at BRL. 

Puff-backed Bulbul Pycnonotus eutilotus - - - S S - - - Seen at SRL. One seen along road at BRL. 

Pale-faced Bulbul E Pycnonotus leucops S - - - - - - - Seen a couple of times along the road, KP HQ. 

Yellow-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus goiavier S - S - S - - S Seen at Zen Garden. Seen at SNR. Seen in lodge 
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gardens at BRL. Seen in KK. 

Olive-winged Bulbul Pycnonotus plumosus - S S - - - - - Pair seen at PHS. Seen at RDC. 

Red-eyed Bulbul Pycnonotus brunneus - S S - S - - - Seen at PHS and RDC. Seen at BRL. 

Spectacled Bulbul 
Pycnonotus 
erythropthalmos 

- - S - S - - - Seen at RDC. Seen at BRL. 

Buff-vented Bulbul Iole olivacea - - - - S - - - Seen at BRL. 

Hairy-backed Bulbul Tricholestes criniger - S - - S - - - 
One seen at PHS. Seen at SORC. Seen along road at 
BRL. 

Finsch’s Bulbul Alophoixus finschii - - - - S - - - Three seen on the Sapa Loop trail at BRL. 

Yellow-bellied Bulbul 
Alophoixus 
phaeocephalus 

- - - - S - - - Fairly common at BRL. 

Grey-cheeked Bulbul Alophoixus bres - - - - S - - - Common at BRL. 

Ochraceous Bulbul Alophoixus ochraceus S S - - - -  - Pair seen at KP HQ. One seen at PHS. 

Streaked Bulbul Ixos malaccensis - - S - - - - - Two or more seen at RDC from canopy walk. 

Cinereous (Ashy) Bulbul 
Hemixos cinereus 
(flavala) 

S - - - - - - - 
One seen at Timpohon Gate, KP HQ (seen only by 
TR). 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica S - - S - S S - 
Seen around Zen Garden. Common along road to 
Poring. Seen along the Kinabatangan. Common on 
Pulau Tiga. 

House (Pacific) Swallow Hirundo tahitica S S S S S S S S Very common. 

Yellow-bellied Warbler Abroscopus superciliaris S - - - - - - - One seen along road at KP HQ. 

Mountain Tailorbird Phyllergates cucullatus S - - - - - - - Seen three times at KP HQ. 

Bornean Stubtail E Urosphena whiteheadi S - - - - - - - One seen from road, KP HQ. 

Sunda Bush-Warbler Cettia vulcania S - - - - - - - Seen occasionally and heard often along road, KP HQ. 

Yellow-breasted Warbler Seicercus montis S - - - - - S - 
Common at KP HQ, along road and in forest. Seen at 
power substation, Crocker Range. 

Mountain Leaf-Warbler Phylloscopus trivirgatus S - - - - - - - Common at KP HQ. 

Brown Fulvetta Alcippe brunneicauda - - - - S - - - Seen on Hornbill trail and along the road at BRL. 

Chestnut-crested Yuhina E Staphida everetti S - - - - - S - 
Flocks seen at Timpohon Gate, Seen at Zen Garden. 
Seen at Tambunan. 

Black-capped White-eye Zosterops atricapilla S - - - - - - - Seen several times at KP HQ. 

Pygmy White-eye (Bornean 
Ibon) E 

Oculocincta squamifrons S - - - - - - - Seen a few times at Zen Garden. 

Mountain Blackeye E Chlorocharis emiliae S - - - - - - - Pair seen at Timpohon Gate, KP HQ. 

Grey-headed Babbler Stachyris poliocephala - S - - - - - - Three or four seen at PHS. 

Grey-throated Babbler Stachyris nigriceps S - - - - - S - 
Seen a few times along road at KP HQ. Seen at power 
substation, Crocker Range. 

Chestnut-winged Babbler Stachyris erythroptera - H H S S - - - Seen from boardwalk at SRL. Common at BRL. 
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Common Name Scientific Name 
Gunung 
Kinabalu   

Poring Sepilok Sukau 
Danum 
Valley 

Pulau 
Tiga 

Crocker 
Range 

Kota 
Kinabalu 

Comments 

Chestnut-rumped Babbler Stachyris maculate - - S - S - - - 
One seen from canopy walk at RDC. Seen on the 
Danum trail and Sapa Babandil trail at BRL. 

Chestnut-backed Scimitar 
Babbler 

Pomatorhinus montanus - - - - S - - - 
Seen twice along the road at BRL. Seen on the 
Danum trail. 

Bold-striped Tit-Babbler Macronus bornensis - - - S S - - - 
Seen along the Menaggol. Seen along the road at 
BRL. 

Black-capped Babbler Pellorneum capistratum - - - S - - - - Seen from boardwalk at SRL. 

Moustached Babbler 
Malacopteron 
magnirostre 

- - - - S - - - 
Seen on the Nature trail and Segama trail and along 
the road at BRL. 

Sooty-capped Babbler Malacopteron affine - S H H S - - - One seen at PHS. Seen at RDC. Seen at BRL. 

Scaly-crowned Babbler Malacopteron cinereum - - - S S - - - Seen at Gomantong. Seen at BRL. 

Rufous-crowned Babbler Malacopteron magnum - - - - S - - - Seen along the road at BRL. 

White-chested Babbler Trichastoma rostratum - - - S - - - - Seen several times along the Menaggol. 

Ferruginous Babbler Trichastoma bicolor - - - S - - - - Seen at SRL.  

Horsfield’s Babbler Malacocincla sepiaria - - - - S - - - Seen along road at BRL. 

Short-tailed Babbler 
Malacocincla 
malaccensis 

- S - - S - - - 
One seen at PHS. Seen on the Nature trail and along 
the road at BRL. 

Striped Wren-Babbler Kenopia striata - - - - S - - - 
Seen on the Sapa Babandil trail at BRL. Heard at BRL 
regularly. 

Mountain Wren-Babbler E Napothera crassa S - - - - - - - One seen on Silau Silau trail, KP HQ.  

Sunda Laughingthrush Garrulax palliatus S - - - - - - - Common at KP HQ. 

Chestnut-hooded 
Laughingthrush E 

Rhinocichla treaheri S - - - - - S - Common at KP HQ. Seen at Tambunan. 

Striated Grassbird Megalurus palustris - - - - - - - - Two seen in transit from Kuala Penyu to KK. 

Ashy Tailorbird Orthotomus ruficeps - S S S S - - - Common.  

Rufous-tailed Tailorbird Orthotomus sericeus - S S H S - - - Common. 

Dark-necked Tailorbird Orthotomus atrogularis - - - - S -  - Pair seen along the road at BRL. 

Reptiles S = seen; H = heard only; E = Endemic; the nomenclature follows Das (2010). Names in brackets indicate some alternative common and superseded scientific names. Not 

all participants saw all these species. No reptile was seen at Crocker Range and the area is not included in the table hereunder. 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Gunung 
Kinabalu  

Poring Sepilok Sukau 
Danum 
Valley 

Pulau 
Tiga 

Kota 
Kinabalu 

Comments 

Saltwater Crocodile Crocodylus porosus - - - S - - - 
Two very young animals seen along the Sungai Menaggol. 
One seen in the Sungai Kinabatangan. 

Hawksbill Sea Turtle Eretmochelys imbricata - - - - - S - One dead on beach at Pulau Tiga. 

Red-eared Slider Trachemys scripta S - - - - - - 
Two seen in a garden pond at Zen Garden. This introduced 
species is not included for Borneo in Das (2010). 

Crested Green Lizard Bronchocela cristatella - - S S S - S 
One seen at the Rainforest Discovery Centre (RDC). One 
seen at SRL. Seen at Borneo Rainforest Lodge (BRL). Seen in 
Kota Kinabalu (KK). 
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Common Name Scientific Name 
Gunung 
Kinabalu  

Poring Sepilok Sukau 
Danum 
Valley 

Pulau 
Tiga 

Kota 
Kinabalu 

Comments 

Flying Lizard species  Draco sp. - S S S - - - 
One seen at Poring Hot Springs (PHS). One seen at Sepilok 
Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre (SORC). One seen at 
Gomantong. Probably multiple species involved. 

Bornean Angle-headed 
Dragon E 

Gonocephalus bornensis - S S - S - - Three seen at PHS. One seen at SORC. Seen at BRL. 

Warty House Gecko Gekko monarchus - - - S - - - Seen at SRL. 

Smith’s Giant Gecko (Barking, 
Green-eyed Gecko) 

Gekko smithii - - H S H S - 
Heard at SNR. Seen at SRL. Heard at the lodge and in the 
forest at BRL. Seen on Pulau Tiga. 

Asian House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus S - - S S S - 
Seen and heard at Zen Garden. Seen at SRL. Seen at BRL. 
Seen at Pulau Tiga Resort (PTR). 

Frilly House Gecko 
Hemidactylus 
(Cosymbotus) platyurus 

- - S S - - - 
Common on buildings at Sepilok Nature Resort (SNR) and 
Sukau Rainforest Lodge (SRL). 

Striped Bornean Tree Skink E Apterygodon vittatum - - S - S - - Seen at SORC and SNR. Seen at lodge at BRL. Seen at PTR. 

Common Sun Skink 
Eutropis (Mabuya) 
multifasciata 

- - S - - - - Seen at SNR (only seen by TR). 

Red-throated Ground Skink Eutropis (Mabuya) rugifera - - - S - - - Seen at SRL. 

Bowring’s Supple Skink Lygosoma bowringii - - - - S - - One seen on Pulau Tiga (seen well only by TR). 

Water Monitor Lizard Varanus salvator - - S S S S S Reasonably common. 

Reticulated Python 
Broghammerus (Python) 
reticulatus 

- - - - S - - One seen along road at BRL. 

Mangrove (Yellow-ringed) Cat 
Snake 

Boiga dendrophila - - - S - - - One seen along the Menaggol. 

Keel-bellied Whip (Vine) 
Snake 

Dryophiops rubescens - - S - - - - One seen from canopy walk at RDC. 

Bornean Palm (Leaf-nosed) Pit 
Viper E 

Trimeresurus borneensis - - - - S - - One seen near lodge at BRL. 

Bornean Keeled Green Pit 
Viper 

Tropidolaemus 
subannulatus 

- - S - - - - Three seen at SORC. 

Yellow-lipped Sea Krait Laticauda colubrina - - - - - S - Common on Pulau Tiga. 

Red-sided (Triangle) Keelback 
Water Snake 

Xenochrophis 
trianguligerus 

- - - - S - - At least two seen at frog pond at BRL. 

Amphibians (S = seen; H = heard only; E = Endemic; Names taken from A field guide to the frogs of Borneo (Inger & Stuebing 2005). This taxonomy is now somewhat out of date. 

No one participant saw all these species). Frogs were recorded only at Sepilok, Sukau and Danu Valley and only these areas are included in the table hereunder. 

Common Name Scientific Name Sepilok Sukau 
Danum 
Valley 

Comments 

Marbled Tree Toad Pedostibes rugosus - - S One found at the lodge at BRL. 

Giant River Frog Limnonectes leporinus - S - Several seen along the Sungai Kinabatangan and Sungai Menaggol. 

Cricket Frog Rana nicobariensis H H H Common in disturbed areas. 

Dark-eared Tree Frog Polypedates macrotis - S S One seen at the Menaggol. Seen at the frog pond at the lodge at BRL. 

File-eared Tree Frog Polypedates otilophus - - S Four or more seen at frog pond at BRL. 
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Harlequin Tree Frog Rhacophorus pardalis - - S Common at the frog pond at BRL. 

Other Fauna 

Some of the more spectacular invertebrates encountered included Rhinoceros Beetles, Long-legged Centipedes, Phasmids (stick insects), Giant Wood Ants, Pill and Giant Millipedes, 

Lantern Bugs and Birdwing Butterflies. A large Tarantula was seen at night at BRL. 
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Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk 

to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and 

future travel plans. Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now live; do please pay us a visit!  
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